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Vll

INTRODUCTION.

In publishing the great South-English Legendary or Festival iu

verse,1 one of the most important works of mediaeval literature, I

begin with the version of MS. Laud 108. Only a few of these

legends have as yet been published separately, mostly from MS.

Harleian 2277—long regarded as the oldest MS.—by H. Black,

Thos. Wright, Earle, Cockayne, Morris, and some by Furnivall in

his Early English Poems and Lives of Saints (with those of the

I wicked Birds, Pilate and Judas), Berlin, 1862. The Laud MS. I

first described in Leben Jesu, ein Fragment, Muuster, 1873. Of the

other MSS., I have treated at large in Altenglische Legenden,

Pudcrborn, 1875, and in Altenglische Legenden, Neue Folge, Heil-

bronn, 1881, pp. xliv—Ivii. To say more now, to make out the

relation of all the MSS., the history of the text, the sources, ifcc,

the time has not yet come : it is a task of immense difficulties, on

account of the great number and diversity of the MSS. I hope

to find my way through this mass of materials, and to lay open

the relation of the principal MSS., in the Introduction to the lost

volume; but it will requiro more brains, the brains of several

generations to come, before every question relative to this collec

tion can be decided. My present object is to produce the MSS.

. themselves, and to register the textual tradition, so preparing the

way for further investigation. The Collection, in its complete

state, is a Liber Festicalis, containing sermons, or materials for

sermons, for the Festivals of the year in the order of the Calendar,

and comprehends not only Saints' Lives for Saints' Days, but also

a Temporale for the festivals of Christ, an Advent and Christmas

cycle, the Passion and an Easter cycle, and even, in some MSS., a

1 The Title of the complete collection was perhaps the Mirrour of Saints

f.irtt.
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Life of Cbi-ist compiled from the Gospels anil Sunday Lessons. It

was made shortly before, or simultaneously with, the Lfijemla antra

by Jacobus a Voragine, the famous store-book of meditcval legends.

Neither of these collections is the source of the other ; both were

formed independently of one another, and prove that the same

task, which was indeed required by that time, was attempted by

different writers at different places. The English collection, how

ever, was not completed at once, or by one poet. Merely to collect

the materials,1 the Vita, which had to be brought together from

different places, as no library of the present typo then existed,

transcended the power of one man. The Collection grew slowly,

and expanded by degrees, round a first nucleus ; it was the work

of many decades of years, of many collaborators, most likely the

joint work of a whole abbey, that of Gloucester, where the plan

seems to have been fixed and brought into definite shape. Still it

is possible that the first attempts, the oldest parts, were made

before and at other places. We find several very old poems

absorbed into the Collection, and adapted to the metre (as in some

MSS. the old poem on the Assumption, old texts of Magdalen,

and Margaret). We still possess some fragments of Gospel stories

in the same dialect and the same metre from the beginning of the

13th century.—So much is certain, that the Collection underwent

more than one phase before its completion. The legends do not

seem to have been composed at first in the order of the Calendar,

but rather as the materials came in and were at hand. Before the

completion, parts of the Collection teem to . have been propagated

by MSS., and to have been augmented by new additions in neigh

bouring abbeys, which thus took part in tho work. In this way

we must explain why the existing MSS. form nearly as many

different redactions or versions. MS. Hail. 2277 (c. 1300) is the

first MS. which gives tho Collection complete : it observes strictly

the order of the year, and contains the set of legends which remains

stationary in the later MSS. ; but the text is already very much

corrupted, and must have gone through many changes before it

1 I do not think that a Latin Legendary on tho same basis then existed and

could be used as a source. Most of the more detailed lives (as St. Fraunccis,

Dominic, Thomas Bekct) rest on the original Kite.
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had reached that state of depravation. MS. Corpus Christi Coll.,

Ciiiubr. 145 (c. 1320) contains the same set of legends, but without

the Passion, and is an equally corrupted text, which is not, however,

drawn from Ilarl. itself. MS. Ashmole 43 adds not a few legends

(Seue Sleparis, Ipolit, Justine, Frances, Fei, Fredeswide, Eustas,

Cecile, Advent, Edward jun.), some of which are also extant in

MS. Laud 108 ; but it omits some of MS. Hail. 2277 (St. Longius,

Passion ice., Theophle, Marthe, fie ri^te put (3rd part of St.

Michael), Judas and Pilate). MS. Egerton 1993 (c. 1320) has

more additions (Old Testament <fcc, Christmas ice., St. Ailbrijt,

Purnele, Eadborw, Botulf, Aeldri of Ely, Mildride, Egwine),

besides those of MS. Ashmole and St. Domcnic (also in Laud) ; it

begins with St. Andrew, instead of New Year's Day ; it generally

shortens the lines from septenaries to Alexandrine verses, by

omitting words and condensing the sentence ; so that it is to be

regarded as a separate version. MS. Stowe 669 (now in the

British Museum, c. 1340) contains only the latter half, from St.

Michael, with some now additions (St. Fremund, and a new text of

St. Fredeswide), besides those of MS. Ashm., and St. Egwin and

Peti-onelle from MS. Egerton. The later MSS., mostly written at

the end of the 14th century, either contain the same set and order

as MS. Ilarl., as MS. Additional 10301 (without the Passion), MS.

Trinity Coll., Oxf. 57 (with the Passion ; it adds Birinus), MS.

Laud L 70 (same contents as Trin. Coll., Oxf.), MS. Tanner 17 (a

fragment with the first forty-four legends) ; or follow MS. Ashm.,

as MS. Cotton Jul. D ix, which, however, inserts St. Jakes and

Birin, and appends, at the end, several of tho additions of MS.

(Egerton (Ct. Egwine, Ailbrijt) and Harl. (Theophle, )>e rijte put),

besides St. Siluestre (also in Laud 108), Ignas, Gutlac ; or com

bine the different versions, as MS. Vernon (which contains the

texts peculiar to the older versions, besides St. Atholwold, and

some new texts), MS. Lambeth 223 (where the Temporalc precedes

the Saints ; it has the texts peculiar to MS. Laud 108), MS. Trin.

Coll., Cambr. R 3, 25. MS. Bodloy 779, one of the latest MSS., is

guite a new version, with a great many new-made additions (mostly

^Popes' lives). Tho Temporals is complete in none of these MSS. ;

thoy either contain the Passion ice., or tho Advent and Christmas

i
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cycle, or fragments of the Life of Christ ; it is, however, foun<l

complete in a later MS., St. John's Coll., Cambr. B 6, which only

contains the Temporale (without the Saints' lives), and is the only

MS. which has the whole Life of Christ after the gospels. None

of all these MSS. gives the original text; they are all alike

corrupted, which proves that the primitive text must lie far back ;

for in general, a MS. will be clearer and more correct the nearer

it is to the original ; and it will be corrupted in proportion to

its remoteness from the first text. The original text will have to

be reconstructed, with difficulty, from the older MSS.

MS. Laud 108 stands independent from all other MSS. It is

the oldest of all existing MSS., and precedes MSS. Harl. and Ashm.

by 10—20 years, being written about 1 280—90 : ' several authorities

I have consulted agree with me in that date. It shows the collec

tion still in an unfinished state, in the way of progress, before its

comp'etion ; it contains only two-thirds of the items in MS. Harl.,

and these not strictly in the order of the year, but (it seems) in

the order in which they were composed and ready-made. It has

some peculiar texts, which differ from MS. Harl., and seem to have

balonged to the very first redaction : ns, a short prologue, combined

with 3eres day and St. Fabian ; Conversion of St. Paul2; St. Bride

(short text3); St. Silvestre; a different text of St. Maudeleyn, adapt

ed from a very old poem with mid-rhymes4; a fragment of the Life of

Christ after the Gospels5; texts which were adopted by some later

MSS. (Lambeth, Vernon) instead of the Harleian texts. It frequently

preserves the original reading, where all the other MSS. are corrupt,

and will, when consulted in cases of difficulty, help us to find the tr.ie

sense. Yet, though being the oldest MS., it is far from boing correct,

or from strictly representing the original text : on the contrary, the

scribe has frequently expanded the lines by added words and phrases,

1 The Legendary is follmocd in the same MSS. by Jfavcloc and King Horn,

which, by different bands, are written about 1290.

* In Harl. the Conversion of St. P. is combined with the legend of St P.

and forma the first part of it (with the same text).

* It omits the wholo account of the miraculous birth, and many miracles.

* The same text is extant in MS. Lambeth 223, and Trin. Coll., Cam

bridge, B 3, 25.

* The whole life only exists in MS. St. John's Coll., Cambr., B 6, with th«

aame text as in Laud.
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y

. and altered the text on his own account, where the original meaning

• 8' was perverted or obscured. These alterations are not alike frequent

j in all parts ; some texts are very nearly correct. The dialect differs

in some respects from that in which the original was composed, and

which is more properly represented by the Harleian and Ashmole

MSS. ; certain words (f. i. eke) are avoided ; we find no instances of v

* instead of /(as in vur = fire), of « instead of eo, y (as dure instead

; of deore); hi (hy, hii) is replaced by huy and heo. So MS. Laud

I is not only the oldest MS., but represents a separate version,

independent from tha generally-received text. For these reasons,

< it was deemed advisable to have the Laud MS. printed separately

as a first text, to be followed by the generally-received text, as

represented by MS. Harl. and the other old MSS. Moreover, the

Laud various readings are so many, that they would have swelled

the notes to a single later text, to double the size.

I know most Englishmen consider it not worth while to print

all these Legends ; I know they regard them as worthless stuff,

without any merit, because they are wholly absorbed in questions

, of the day, of politics and no end, in the fade poetry of poets

Aureate and lady authors, which to an intellect of the middle

.ges would have appeared infinitely more insipid (as turning on

momentary interests, the "self" and its lust) than these Legends

/ may appear to the present generation. The English mind is always

t running into extremes with full steam, with brutal energy, from

Popery to " no Popery," now into the grossest superstition, and

agaia disclaiming and holding in abhorrence what their own fathers

vevered and held in awe ; it only sees its present objects, and is

' blind to everything which lies behind or around ; it wants tho juste

o t

•milieu, the repose of a contemplative mind, and forgets that in

^he eyes of eternity every epoch, every faith, has its ration d'etre,

tind every true poetry its beauty. If the present English public

cannot see any merit in these Legends, it does not follow that

^there is no such merit.1 To be appreciated, they demand an

intellect more robust and sane, a heart more wide and enlarged,

1 IjCS legondoa des saints, pour la plupart, ne sout pas hiatoriqaes, et

neunmoins cllos nont morveillousoincnt instructive! pour ce qui ticut a la couloui

don tumps ct aux mceura.—E. Bcnan, Hint. vChracl, I. Preface.
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a mind 0101*6 truly Christian and less hypocritical than the pre

sent generation is able to supply. They present models of sanc

tity, models of self-abnegation, virginity, meekness and obedience,

virtues which are not to the taste of our time. But if the present

time does not like this moral, it does not follow that the moral

is bad, or worse than our own. They present a different kind

of humanity : suffering humanity, which is not the province of

" our conquering heroes." They represent the Christian mythology,

as it had been formed in the course of centuries. Some of them

are historical or fixed by tradition, others are the result of fiction,

typical of the Christian hero. The style of these legends is, no

doubt, coarse and rude to the modern taste ; but it is popular,

adapted to the subject, to the public, and to the occasion. The

narrative is generally happy and well conducted. Some of the

stories are written in a vigorous style, which rises to dramatic

force (as Thomas Boket) ; others are full of humour. In others,

the legend is the vehicle for scientific digressions (as in St. Kenclm,

where a geographic description of England is given ; as in the third

part of St. Michael, which treats of the elements, of the body and

soul). Everywhere we find dispersed sallies of wit and sarcasm,

which spare no class, no sex, not the clergy itself. So the Collec

tion deserves attention, not only from an hagiologic, but also from

a poetic and literary point of view. In publishing it, we only pay

a just debt to the past.

Lastly, I have to thank Dr. Furnivall for the kind interest he

has taken in this publication, and for the help he gave me, in

adding most of the head-lines. At his request, Mr. Wm. Baynfj

wrote the Summary of the Lives prefixed to the Text, as a sub

stitute for the Society's usual side-notes, for which the long lines

of the Legends left no room.

Dr. Horstmasn.

CORRECTIONS.

p. 40, v. SIS, read liggc imkad of lijjo (the MS. has clearly liggo, corrected.

but not from lijjc).

p. 138, v. 1106, read Ciccntre instead 0/ liceitre.
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LIST OF CONTENTS OF THE SEVERAL MSS.

I. MS. LAUD 108 (c. 1285-95).

Oldest MS. State before the completion.

\

he first 7 pieces lost.

i Life and passion of Chrirt (fragment

of the Tcmporale)

D Infancy of Christ, in iliff. metre)

o Sta Crux: Invention,1 3 May, St.

tjuiriac, 4 May, rtml Exaltation of

the Cross, with miracles, 14 Sept.

Ill St. Dtinstan (last fol. wanting), 19

May

»2 St. Austyn (lvg. wanting), 26 May

13 St. liamabe, 11 June

14 St. Jolian Baptist, 24 June

i5 St. James (the Great), 25 July

'6 St. Oswolil King, 5 Aug.

7 St. Edward (the Elder), 13 Oct

S St. Frannecvs, 4 Oct.

9 St. Albon, 22 June

t> St. 'Wolston, 19 Jan.

21 St. Mathcu, 21 Sept

J2 .«?'. Leacr (Uodcgar), 2 Oct

23 ,SY. Fry (Fides), 6 Oct.

24 11,0(10 Virgines, 21 Oct

!i3 St. Katerine, 25 Nov.

2(i St. Lu.ie, 13 Dec.

27 St. Thomas of Caimtci'lmry, 29 Dec.

28 Prolog, y.res-ilny, Tirrlfpr. ,la,/, St.

Fabian (ililf. from Harl.) k Sebas

tian, 20 Jan.

29 St. Aimois, 21 Jan.

30 St. Vincent, 22 Jan.

31 C'onrrrsion of St. Paul,'' 25 Jan.

32 St. Bride, lFeb. (short text)

33 St Agace, 5 Feb.

34 St. Scholace, 10 Feb.

35 Purgiitorium Sti Patricii, 17 March

36 St. Brendan, 16 May

37 St. Nicholas, 6 Dec

38 St. Julian Conf. 27 Jan.

St. Julian be guode herebeger

39 St Marie Egyptianc, 9 April

40 St. Cristnfrc, 25 July N

41 St. Dainenie, 4 Aug.

42 St Teollc, 4 Feb.' (without the

miracles of our lady)

43 St. George, 23 April

44 St. Eailniiuid bo King, 20 Nov.

45 St. Mijhel, in moiitc Gargauo, 29

Sept.

StMhhcl, inmonteThuml>a,160ct.

46 St. Mijhcl, bo rijto put, kc, 2 Oct

47 St. Clement, 23 Nov.

48 St. I<aurcnce, 10 Aug.

49 St. Kcnelm, 17 July

50 St. Orcgori, 12 March

51 St. Cndbcrt, 20 March

52 St. Marc, 25 April

53 St 1'hclipe & Jacob, 1 May

54 St. Jacob, 1 May

55 St. Bartelmcw, 24 Aug.

56 St. Thomas ap., 21 Dec.

57 St. Mnthie, 24 Fob.

58 St. Silrrrtre, 31 Dec.

59 St. Xitstns, 20 Sept.

60 St. Julian Ev., 27 Dec.

61 Alle halewcnc day, 1 Nov.

62 Alio soulenc day, 2 Nov.

63 St. Eadimind be Conf., 16 Nor.

64 St. Martyu. 11 Nov.

65 St Leonard, 6 Nov.

66 St. Marie Maxukkyn (old text),'

22 July

67 St. Vpolyl lw Martyr, 13 Aug.

[Appendix by a later hand :

St. Blaso

St. Cecile, 22 Nov.

(St Alox, in di lV. metre ; let text,

same text in Vera.)

' The history of the Cronfotlnrt afttr the In rentier,. In Hurt. It precedes.

> This la the first part of St Tnul in Hart. (.".'0. > nl. SI January, 13 or 14 Oct.

* This is a very old poem, originally, It seems, written in 4-llnod stanzas, with mid-

rhymes ; the suine text with More mtd-rhymos. Is extant in MS!!. Lambeth (N. 4 ) and

trtn. Cull., Coaibr. (M). In Laud the old text is frequently spoiled by recant addition*.



XIT LIST OF CONTENTS OF THE SEVERAL MSS.

b. MS. ASIIMOL, 48

(c. 1310)

(MS. COTT. JULIUS D

IX), c 13701

Prologus

1 Circumcision

2 Epiphany

3 St. Hillary ,

4 St. Wolstan (beg.

wanting in Aslim.)

5 St. Fabian

6 St. Sebastian

7 St. Anncia

8 St. Vynccnt

9 St Julian pe conf.

10 St. Julian po gode her-

bionr

11 St. Bride

12 St Blase

13 St Agaco

14 St Scolace

15 St. Valentyn

16 St. Julian(e) rirg.

17 St. Mathi

18 St. Oswald )kj biscoj,

19 St Chadde

20 St Gregori Cont

21 St Patric

22 St Edward pa jonge

martir

23 St Cubcrt

24 St Bcnct

25 St. Marie dai in leynte

26 Festcn meble

27 Leynte

28 Estur day (= v. 803—

862 of the Passio in

HarL)

29 St. Marie egipciake

30 St Alfe

II. a. MS. HARL. 2277

(c 1300)

MS. CORP. CHR. COLL.

CBR 145 (a 1320)

First complete annas festi-

valis, in the order of the

year.

1 [Prologus *

1 Circumcisio domini,

1 Jan.

2 Epiphania domini,

6 Jan.

3 St Hillarij, 14 Jan.

4 St Wolstan, 19 Jan.

5 St Fabiani, 20 Jan.

6 St Sebastiani, 20 Jan.

7 St Aguetis, 21 Jan.

8 St Vincencii, 22 Jan.

9 St Juliani Conf.,

27 Jan.

10 St Juliani boni hos-

pitii, 29 Jan.

11 St Brigide, 1 Feb.

12 St Bla&ii, 3 Feb.

13 St Agarte, 5 Feb.

14 St Scolastice, 10 Feb.

15 St Valcntini, 14 Feb.

16 St. Juliane virg.,

16 Feb.

17 StMathieap.,24Fcb.

18 St Oswaldi Conf.,

29 Feb.

19 St Cedde Conf.,

2 March

20 St Gregorij, 12 March

21 St Longij, 15 March

22 St Patricij, 17 March

23 St Edwardi juvenis,

18 March

24 St Cutberti, 20 Mar.]

25 St Benedicti (beg.

wanting in II.), 21

March

26 Annunciation, 25 Mar.

27 Quadragesima (12 vv.)

28 Qualiter debemus jeju

nal? (170 TV.)

29 Pwaio domini iPatcha

(«£■ Aseetuio «fc Pentc-

cott)1

80 St Marie Egcpciace, 9

April

81 St Alphegi mart., 19

April

> The flrat U are wanting in Hurl.

• In other MSS. it in entitled : Banna, Banna sanctorum, be Christendom of be world,

bat be martiree ben godee knvtos (Voni.V

» The riumlo *c. U omitted in Corp. Chr. ColL, which has only tt vt. on Piuichn = K>3—

SMin II.

•

I T



MST OF CONTENTS OF THE SEVEHAL MSS. XY

MS. HAUL, continued.

2 St. Gcorgij mart., 23

April

f!3 St Marci Ev., 25 April

! 1 tatiuia major ot minor

i5 Kngarionrs

f6 St. Petri fratris, 29

April

17, 38 SS. Philippi &

Jacobi, 1 May

Imicncio Crucis, 3 May

{I St. Quiriaci, 4 May

St Brcudani, 16 May

. St Diinstani, 19 May

! St. Aldolmi, 25 May

il St. Angustini, 26 May
L St. Rarnalic, 11 June

St. Theophili l

Miracula tie sea Maria

ft St Alboni, 22 June

18 St. Johauis Hapt, 24

June

19 St. Petri ap., 29 June

SO St. Pauli ap. (Com-

memoratio), 30 June

, 1 St Swithini, 15 July

•2 St Kcnelmi regis, 17

July

St. Margarote, 20 July

. St Magdalene, 22 July

i St. Cristinc, 24 July

i St Jacobi ap., 25 July

Miracula ejus

7 St. Cristofori, 25 July

.•8 St Martlio (end want

ing in Harl.), 29 July

59 St Oswaldi (wanting

in Harl.), 5 Aug.

60 StLanrcnri (bog. want

ing in Harl.), 10 Aug.

61 Assumpcio Marie, 15

Aug.

62 St Kartholonici, 24

Aug.

63 St. Kgidy, 1 Sept

64 Kxaltacio Crucis, 14

Sept

Miracula ems

C5 Mathoi Ev., 21 Sept.

66 Michaclis (in monte

Gnrgano), 29 Sept

67 Micliaelis (in monte

Thnmba), IB Oct

> M8.TeodolltIn.lcx).

MS. ASIIM. continued.

31 St Jorgo

32 St Marc

33 Lctanye and

Roueisouns

34 St Peres pc frcrc pro-

cliour

35 St Phclip k St Jacob

36 (legend of the Cross :)

Invention

Exaltacion

St. Quiriac

37 St. Hrcndan

38 St Dunstou

39 St. Aldclm

40 St Austyn

41 St. Barnabo

42 St Ion pc holi baptist

43 St. Peter

44 St. Poul

45 St. Swipin (om. in

Cott)

46 St Kcnelm (om. in

Cott)

47 St. Margarete

48 St. Miirie inogdaloyn

49 St Cristine

50 St. Jame pe apostle

51 St Cristofere

52 Scue SlcparU, 27 July

53 St Lanranco

54 St. Ipolit pe marlir, 13

Aug.

55 Assuinpcion

56 St Bcrthclmeu

57 St Gilis

58 St Matlicu

59 St. Justine, 7 Oct

60 St Michel (Ant part)

MS. STOWE 669 (c. 1340)

contains only the latter

part

1 St. Michael (all 8 parts,

incl. |ie rijte put)



XVI LIST OF CONTKNT8 OF TIIE 8EVEIIAL MS8.

MS. HAUL continued.

68 Naturaangelorum

et elcmcntorum

et nature humane

et nature anime

(3d part of St.

Michael) ,*

69 St Jeronymi, 30 Sept

70 St Dionuoj, 3 Oct

71 St Luce, 18 Oct

72 SS. XI milium vir-

ginum, 21 Oct

73 SS. Simonis & Jnde

(end wanting in C.C.

C), 28 Oct

74 St Quin t in i,1 31 Oct

75 Omnium Sanctorum,

1 Not.

76 Omnium animnmin,

2 Not.

77 St Leonardi, 6 Not.

78 St Martini, 11 Not.

79 St Eadmundi conf.,

16 Not.

80 St Eadmundi regis,

20 Not.

81 St Clemontis, 23 Not.

Miracula eius

82 St Katerine, 25 Not.

83 St. Andree, 30 Not.

Miracula eius (end

wanting in H.)

84 St Nicholai (beg. rant

ing in H.), 6 Dec

Miracula eius

85 St Lucie, 13 Dec.

86 St Thome ap. (beg.

wantinginC.C.C), 21

Doe.

I Number* 74 toWnrewint

log in C.C.C.

MS. ASIIM. continued.

61 St Jerom

62 St. Ligcr (= Laud)

St. Fi-ancct be frerc

menour ( = Laud)

64 St. Fci (= Laud)

65 St Denvs

66 St Michel (2nd part

= 67 Harl.)

(pe rijtc put &c. om.)

67 St Luc

68 St. Fredcsicidc (inCott

N. 99), 19 Oct.

69 EllenejousendTirgines

70 St Symou & St. Jude

71 St. Quintyn

72 St Albon (= 47 H.)

(om. in C.)

73 Allc halwen da/

74 Allc soul.ii day

75 St. Eiistfts (shorter text

in Ash.), 20 Sept

76 St. Leonard (75, 76

transp. in C.)

77 St Martin

78 St. Srice, 13 Not.

79 St. Edmond bo conf.

80 St Edmond bo kyng

81 St. Cccilc, 22 Not.

82 St Clement

S3 St Katerine

84 St Andreu

85 St Nycnolu

86 Advent (k Life of St

Mary) (om. in C.) '

87 St Lucie

88 St Thomas be ap.

• FA. in Altcngl. Leg. 187S,

pp. tun.

MS. STOWE continued. 

2 St Jcrom

3 St. Lcgcr

4 St. Frauneeyi

5 St. Fey

6 St Dionyi

7 St. Luce

8 11,000 Tirgins

9 St Simon & St J ml t

I

10 St. Quintin \

11 Omnium Sanctorum

12 Omnium animarum

13 St. EusUxs( longer te^

14 St. Martin

15 St. Bricc

16 St. Edmond conf.

17 St. Edmond be king

18 St. Cccilc

19 St Clement

20 St Katcrino

21 St. Andreas

22 St Nicolaus

23 St Lucie

24 St Thomas ap.

25 Conccpcu>St.ilarie(i

bo prophetos told

whyle)

26 Nalivitas Jhvnt Chri

(Vre leuedy scide i

tyme it was)

i /

 

 



LIST OP CONTEXTS OF THE SEVERAL MSB. XVII

MS. HARL. continued.

87 St. Anastasic, 25 Dec.

S8 St. Sicphani, 26 Dec.

\ 39 St. .Tohanis Ev., 27 Dec.

Miracula oius

90 St. Thome mart Cant.,

29 Dec.

91 k 92 Malrdictorum

J u.lo k Pilati

(Appended in C.C.C. by a

later hand :

St. Uuthlao 11 April)

MS. AS11M. co)ttinucd.

89 St Aiustnee

90 St. Stciicno

91 Ion |ie eu.

92 St Oswohl bo lioli

kyiig (om. in C. )

93 St Thomas Bckct

94 Si. Edicard be godc

kiing, 5 Jan., al. 13

Oct.

[MS. Cotton Jul. D IX

adds after Thomas

Bekct:

95 St. Er/icinc. (cf. Egcrt )

96 Sl.Sihustrc(ct:La.vi<\),

31 Dec.

97 ,S7./*i/iriJ.(cf.Egert)

(the same text in 72,

instead of Albon)

98 St. lows, 1 Fcbr., al

17 Oct.

99 .SV. FriiUsicilhe (Ash.

68)

100 pc ri)to putte of hclle

(om. in Ash.)

101 St. Edicard (w r/odc

tyng ( = Ash. 91)

102 St. Gutlnc (append, in

Corp. C'hr. Coll.)

103—106 Miracula Stc.

Marie (om. in Ash.)

107 Thcollc (om. in Ash.)

« 'ott. adds bcsid:s—

St. JAKKsafterKater-

inc 83, 27 Nov.

St. HiitiK, alter An

drew 84, 3 Dec]

Later MSS. containing the Items of MS. Harl. in the same order : *

MS. Addit. 10301 (c. 1380), imperfect at the end, from v. 12 of bo rijto pnt

of helle (3 part of St. Michael) ; it omits the Passion.

MS. Tnn. Coll., Oxford 57 (c. 1380), wants the first leaves till the middle of

St Edward (Harl. 23) ; ends with St. Thomas ap. (omitting Anastasia, Stephan,

Johannes ap., Thomas ticket) ; it has the Passion (hut without the first day*

of Passion week) ; Judas and Pilate are inserted after the Passiou. It adds

Birinus (after Andreas), and (after Katcrine) Alcrius in different metre (2nd

text ; same text in Laud I, 70).

MS. Laud L 70, complete ; has the Passion, and Judas and Pilate inserted

after the Passion (as in Tt in. Coll., Oxl'.); it adds (after Katerine) Alexin*

(same text in Trin. ColL, Oxf.), and Celfttyn (diff. metre, ed. Anglia I, 1) ;

Birin (after Androu), In prineipio in englinh (after Steuene).

MS. Tanner, Oxford, 17, a fragment, containing only the first 44 Items of

MS. Harl., till St Austyn, r. 66 ; it has the Passion kc, hut inserts Lctania

(after the Resurrection), and Judas and Pilate, as in Trin. ColL, Oxf.

* I have not jet Men IIS. Philips 82S3 (Cheltenham), which also contains the nun

collection.

LEGENDS OF SAINTS. b

MS. STOWE emtinnei.

27 Cunccpcio (Wolle jo

noupc) '

28 St Stephen

29 St Johaunis cv.

30 St Thomas Bckct

31 St. Egioyn (cf. Eg.)

32 St FuiDESWIDE (text

differs from Ash.)

33 St FnKMU.sn (in no

other MS.), 11 May

34 St. Pelronelle (Eg.)

35 Mot/K3 de 10 prccepti*,

imperfect (port of Old

Test)

1 ;.*i-7 are parts of No. 1 In

i;„'. and Vern. ; 37 contain*

how that festival IU lnstl-

iiitol by William the Con-

qnoror.



ZV11I LIST OF COXTEXT8 OF THE SEVERAL M8S.

III. MS. EGERTOX 1993 (c. 1320),

the scptonaries mostly shortened to alexandrines ; logins with St Andrew.

In
44 pe feste of be rouisonns

45 St. Peres be frerc prcchour

46 St Phelin k I

47 St. Jacob

48 Legend of the Cross :

Intention, Exaltation, k St QuiriV

49 St Dnnston '

.00 St. AlLBi:i)T, 20 May

51 St. Aldelm

52 St. Austin

53 St. 1'i-iiNF.LE be holi maide, 31 Mr

54 St Harnalw

55 St. Kadkorw bcholi maide, 15 Juno

56 St Bottlf be holi monk, 17 June

57 St Albon

58 St. AF.i.niii of Eli, 23 June

59 St Ion be baptist

60 St. Peter

61 St Poul

62 St. Sviphan

63 St. MiLnniDE be holi maide, 20 Feb.

64 St Kenclm

65 St Margarete

66 St Man Magdalein

67 St. Cristine

68 St Jamc be ap.

69 St Cristofore

70 Seiien strparcs (= Ash.)

71 St. Martha

72 St. Justine (= Ash.)

73 St. Dominie {= Laud)

74 St. Oswald be holi king

75 St. I auerenee

76 St. Vpolit

77 Assumpeion

78 St Itarthlome

79 St. Giles

80 St Kowine, 11 Jan.

81 St Mat lieu

82 St Michel po archang.1 (all 3 parts

incl. bo lijte put, &c.)

83 St Jerom

84 St. Lrger

85 St. Franuis (imperf.)

(The rest is wanting in the MS.)

H.)j4

1 a. 01,1 Testament'

U Life of Christ (abr.)

c. Passion (different from H.) J H 2.

2 Admit (T. 1—278 = Ash in.) k

t'hr.'sltiws gospels*

3 Trologns

4 St Andrcu, 30 Nor.

5 St Nicholas

6 St Lucie

7 St. Thomas )ic ap.

8 St. Stenene

9 St Ion |ievang.

10 St Thomas Beket

1 1 Jcres day

12 Twelve day

13 St Ililhri

14 St Wokton

15 St Fahian

16 St Sebastian

17 St Agnes

18 St. Vincent

19 St. Julian pc conf.

20 St Julian be code herhiger

21 St Bride

2i St Blast

23 St Agace

24 St Scolace

25 St Valentin

26 St Juliano

27 St Mathei

28 St Ostrold

29 St Chadde

30 St Gregori

81 St Txmges

32 St Patrik

33 St Cutbcrt

34 Ft Benet

35 St Maridai in leute

36 Fcstes meble

37 Leinte

38 pe holi feste of Hester

39 St Marie cgipciak

40 St Alfe

41 St Ocorgo

42 St. Marc

43 IiCtanie

1 It contains : Creation, A<lam and Eve, Cayn, Sctli, Noe and tho Flood, Abraham,

Imooc. Jacob, Joseph, MobicH (hln birth, exodus, ton commandment*, prescriptions, his

death), Harnaon, H.uil, Dartd, Salomon, Jeroboam, Ulna, EUsaoua, Daniel, and Abacuc

Then follows Zacharlaa and Elisabeth.

> Ed. In Altengl. Leg. 1875, p OS O.



LIST OF CONTENTS OF THE SEVERAL N8S. XIX

LATER MSS., COUBIKING THE DIFFERENT VERSIONS.

1. MS. VERNON (c. 1380),

contains texts from all the older versions.

k

1 1 OM Testament & birth &c. ofChrist '

(of. B* 1) . u

12 Prologns (bat )>c martircs ben godea

knytcs)

,3 Of lie nywc Jcrcs day

4 Of be Epiphany*

5 Of St. Hyll.T

>3 Of St. Wolaton

7 Of St. Edward |>c kyng

(lion willyampc liastard connnerede

pngclond ami slow be false iiarald)

8 Of St. Fnhynn and Sebastian (Laud

9 OfSt. Anneys [text)

10 Of St. Vincent

11 Of St. Julyan l>on hostel

12 Of St. Hlase

13 Of St. Agatho

14 Of St. Si'olastiea

15 Of St. Valentyn

16 Of St. Julyan(e) virg.

17 Of St. Mathio )>e ap.

18 Of St. lyongyne

19 Of St. Edward kyng and martir

20 Of St. Cutberth

21 Of St. r.KXK/r (dilTercnt text)

22 Of St Julyan

23 Of .S7. Brvjule. virg. (Laud toxt)

24 Of St. Oswold (bishop)

25 Of St. Ceadde

26 Of St. Maryc Egypcian (i Zozyme)

27 Of be fe-ite of bo Anuneiacioun

28 Of bo festes |xit ben mcoble in iioli-

churche

29 Of lciite and of fastynge, of schryft

ant boa a man schal schryue hyin

30 Of J>o feste of pascha

31 Of bo ascensiouu

32 Of |>e lctanie

33 Pivtsion (= Harl.)

34 Of St Alphogt

35 Of St. Gcorgo

86 Of St Mure po ev.

37 Of St. Pctrc of prcchcres ordro

38 Of SU. Phclip and Jacob aj>ostles

39 hou bo holy cros was yfounde

40 Of St. Quiriac ; jyt of bo cros

Miracles of be holy cros

I After tho Old Testament (= Eg.) follows : bat alle prophetcs prophecieden of Crist Of

bo fwte of bo conceiiclou of vro lady, of Joachim and Anna . ., pf bo NatWItsi of vre My, and

hou »ho w,i offred ill bo tomplo, how vro lndy ladde hooro lyf In pe tcinple, hou »ro lady wa«

woddod to Joseph, do Waeione OabriolU and Incatnacnnie Ihosu Cri»tl, hou Joseph wold*

ha forsake vrc ll.dy. Of bo natiulto of vr lord Ihesu Crist, of his drcumciion hou he was

offrcd in be temple to Symcon. hou he was baptised, of pejorwe bat vr. lady haddc when hoo

say hir wine on Jm cros, hou crl»t on be cros bytok hys niodor to «. Ioni to kepe (cf. tho Indox>.

■ Alexius and GreKoriuo have nothing to do with the collection ; Oregonus i. tho

medieval aSdipus, tho offspring of an Incestuous love, who married his mother The poem

(oxtant also in MS. Aucb. and .MS. Cott. Cleop. D IX) was published 111 Uerrig s Archir, 18. «.

U a

Of St. Donston

Of St. Aldeltu

Of St. Anstvn

Of St.. Pmnele (= Eg.)

Of St. Karnabe \a ap.

Of.SY. EtUmrgh (= Eg.)

Of St. Albon

Of St. Arlbrilh kyng(= Eg.)

Of M. Ethrldrede virg. (= Eg.)

Of St. IiolHlf(= Eg.)

Of St Patryk (of St Patrikes pur-

gatoric)

Of St. Ihon be baptist

Of St. Pctrc Jwap., 4:c.

Of St. Poul bo KJl.

Of St. Athklwolb, 1 Aug.

Of St. Swythoyu

Of St. Kp.nelm kyng and martir

(diir. text)

Of St. Margarete

Of St. Marie Magdcleyn

Of St. M,l,hr(le[= Eg.)

Of St. Cristyne

Of St. Jatne be ap.

(Of St. Alex, in dill", metre, 1st

text — Laud)

(Of St. Gregory, in diff. metre)'

Of ]v men Slrpcra (= Ash.)

Of St. Dominik

Of St. Oswold (king)

Of St. Cristofora

Of St. Laurcnco

Of St. Ypolilc

Of be Assumpcioun of vre lady

Of St. Ilartholoineu be ap.

Of St. Gyle

Of St. Egtnm (= Eg.)

Of St. Mathcu ap. and ev.

Of St. Michel archangel and ba

batiylc bytweno St. M. aud be

deuel (2 first parts,

(pe rijtc put om. here, but follows

in a lator part of MS. Vemou)

Of St. Jerom

Of St. Justijnc (and St Ciprian)

Of St. Lnjer [(= Ash.)

OfiSf. Framuxyt
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81 Of St. Dcnys

82 Of St. Luc \>e cv.

83 Of cnleuenc Jwusand maydencs

84 Of Sis. Symound and Jude

85 Of alle halewcn

86 Of alle soulcn day

87 Of St. Martin )* bysshop

88 Of 67. Bry (= Ash.)

89 Of St. Edmund (conf.)

90 Of St Edmund |* kyng

91 Of St. Civile virgyne (-- Ash.)

92 Of St. CU-mcnt |»e pojie and martyr

93 Of St. Kateryne

94 Of St. Andrew e |>e ap.

95 Of St. Nicholas

96 Of St Lncyo

97 Of St. Marine (and Frontonn)

98 Of St Thomas an.

99 Of St Steuenc fursto martyr

100 Of St limn )* cvang. j

101 Of St Thomas crclicbisschop n

Canterbury (imperfect at the end

[The following items are only con

taincd in the Index, but are lost '

the MS.

102 Of St Siluest re pape

103 Of St. ISiendan

104 Of St. Lrgcr (!, cf. 79)

105 Of 67. Fry I

106 Of St Quintyn j

107 Of 67. Fre^etcyde rirgyno t-

108 Of St Leonard abbot

109 de Jacobo iiUcrcim, 27 Nov. (i

Cott Jul.)

110 Of Kyng Offe, Of Fnmnnd kir. ,

( = MS. Stowo 33) ,

111 Of kyng Ethclbrylh (= N 48) i

112 Of St. AnasUsej

2. MS. LAMBETH 223 (c 1400)

containing texts peculiar to Laud and Vernon.

cf. Eg. 1,

Veni. 1.

(A Temporalc) :

• Festes mrnable :

Scptnagcsima

Lcnton

Aster

Holy porcsday

Letanye

*1 Old Testament (cf. Eg., Vern.)

X Fifteen tokens (from the Life of

Christ)

5 Concepcio sec Marie (foundation of

the day) (=» Vem. )

4 Joachim k Anna

Vila b. Marie

Concepcio Chrisli

Natiuitas IIicmi Cliristi

Purifieacio b. Marie

I'ueritia doinini

X> Aaumjtio b. Marir (new ; based

on the old short-line poem of that

name)

(Passion omitted)

(BSanctorale):

1 Banna (Prologue)

2 Jeres day

3 Twclf>s day

4 St. llillario

6 St Wolstan

6 St. Fabian (Laud text) and

7 St Sebastian

8 St Agnes

9 St Vincent

10 St. Poult (ConveTsio Pauli, Land

text)

11 St. .1 ul \ nn ennf.

12 St J ul van hcrheriour

13 St. Bride (Laud text)

14 St. Blo.sc

15 St. Agas

(Scolastica and Valeutin om.)

16 St Juliane

17 St Mntliioap.

18 St Oswald

19 St Chad de

20 St Gregoryo conf.

(Longius om.)

21 St Patryk

22 St. Edward mart

23 St Cuthbert

24 St. JJcnel (short Vern.-t.)

25 St. Marie Egipciau

(Alphcgi om.)

26 St C.corgo

27 St. Marke

(Petri fratris om.)

28 St. Philip k St. Jacob

29 Decruce: luvencio, k

30 St. Ouiriak, k

31 St. Elyn (new) 3 May

32 St. Jon Evang. (= 11. 89)

33 St Brendan

34 St Duustan

(Aldhehn, Austin om.)

35 St Buma*

(Theophilusom.)

36 St Alban

(John bapt om.)

37 St. Petre ap.

(Paul, Swithin om.)
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38 St. Kcwimc (short Vera.-t.)

39 St Margareto

40 SK MaricMaitdclayn (old Lauil text)

(Ciiatinc oin.)

41 St. Jame an.

42 St. Cristoph(r)c

(.Martha, Oswald oin.)

43 St. Athelioolde (= Veruou)

44 St. Dominik

45 St. Laurcnco

46 St. Ypolytc

47 St. llartliolincu

(Egidius oin.)

48 Exaltacio cruris (with miracles)

49 St. Matheu an.

50 St. Mighel (all 3 parts, including )<a

ri)te nut)

51 St. Jerome

62 St. Leycr

63 .SV. Fraunca

64 St. Fey

55 St. Deuys

50 St Luke cv.

(11,000 virg. om.)

57 St. Symond k St Judo

58 St Quiutyn

59 Alle halwcn day

60 Alle sowlen day

61 St. Leonardo

62 St. Martvn

63 SI. Brice (= Ash.)

64 St. Kdraond couf.

65 St. Edmond kyng

66 SI. Cecils ( = Ash.)

67 St. Clement

68 St. Katcryne

69 St. Andrcwe

70 St. Nicolas

71 St. Luuie

72 St Thomas ap.

(Anastasio om.)

73 St. Steven

74 St. Thomas Cantnar.

75 Si. Silucslrc (= Laud)

76 SI. Knslni

(Judas, l'ilato om.)

3. MS. THIN. COLL., Cambr., R, 3, 25 (c 1400)

(order frequently destroyed iu the latter half).

1 Old Testament, and

Salutioio Marie (birth of Christ)

2 Banna sanctorum (Prologue)

3 Jercsday

4 Twelve day

5 St. Hillary

6 St. Wolston

7 St. Fabian

8 St. Sebastian

9 St. Agnes

10 St. Vincent

11 St. Julian couf.

12 St. Julian hosp.

13 St. Hrydo

14 Gand-lmasK (new)

15 St Ulos

16 St. Agatha

17 St Scolace

18 St. Valentyn

19 St Juliane

20 St Mathi

21 St. Oswold

22 St Chadda

23 St Gregory

24 St Longius (sco 61)

25 St Cutbcrt

26 St Benet

27 Marie day in be lento

28 Festes nioble

(29) Lenta

30 Ester

31 St Marie egypeian

32 St. Alphe

33 St. Gcorgo

34 St. Mark

35 Lctania

36 St Peres be frore prochour

37 St. Pliclip & St. Jacob

38 St Dunston

39 St Aldelmo

40 St. Thcofle (without the miracles oj

St Mary, see 97, 103)

41 St. Sotol/(= Eg.)

42 St. Kenclm

43 St. Cristofre

44 Sate alepcra (= Ash.)

45 St Gile

46 St Martha

47 St Mychel (all 8 parts, including

ba rijto put)

48 St. Fey

49 St Denys

50 St. Luc

51 pe holy rode (all parts), &

52 St Quiriac

53 Assumpoio Mario

54 St Hartholomo

55 St John Euang.

66 St Jon Bapt.

57 St. Petir

68 St Poule

69 St Nycolas
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60 St. Atulni

61 St Longius (repeated, sec 24)

62 St Austyn

63 St Barnabe

64 St Alton

65 St Margaret

66 St. Mnric .VajdalciH(oUlsin<l text)

67 St Jcme ap.

68 St. Apclwofd (see 99 ; cf. Vera.)

69 .S7. I)• on in ike

70 St Laurnnce

71 St. 1'jtolijt

72 St Matlicn

73 St Jerome

74 St. Lcger

75 St. Fraunect

76 St. Eustiu

77 St Edmund conf.

78 St. Bryce (= Ash.)

79 St Edmund kyng

80 St Cristine

81 St. Cceilie (= Ash.)

82 St Kalcryne

83 St Lucie

84 St Thomas ap.

85 St Stcneno

86 Innoanta \

87 Paler domini I parts of Christmas

88 Epipliania 1 poem in Eg. 2

89 Purificacio )

90 Ptutio &

91 Rmurrrttio \

92 XVtokna (= Lamb. Temp. b. 2'f

93 St Thomas Bckct |

94 St Brandan I

95 St Patrik !

96 St Edward mart /

97 Miraculuui Ste Marie (see 40)

98 St. Swypyn

99 St. Apclirold (repeated from 67)

100 St Leonard

101 St. Mai t vii

102 St. Clement

103 2 Miracula de a. Maria (a. 40)

104 St. FrrpriwiHr. (= Ash.)

105 Ellcuc pousend virgiuos

100 St. Sviiimi ft St Jude

107 St. Quyntyn

108 AY. Albry)t(~= Eg.)

109 Alle balwcne day

110 Alle saulcn day

111 St. Iicr\m

112 Corux]itio b. Mark (new)

113 St. Stluetter

114 Pater water (from the Life of

Christ)

115 Judas

116 I'ilatus

MS. BODL 779 (XV cent).

Latest Version, containing a great many new additions.

1 St Brandan

2 St Patcric

3 St CrUtine

4 St Oswold pe king

5 jerns dav

6 pebirp "of Crist1

7 pc gnipcl of St. John (In principio;

8 pe passion of oure lord [now)

9 St 1'oinas of Cauntirbcry

10 St Mychcl pa sreaungil, 2 parts,

( pe rijt put of hello oin. )

1 1 Alle halwcn day

12 Alle souleu day

13 St Blase

14 St Oswold po bysschop

15 St Wolston

16 St Edeward pn Jongs king

17 St Alpho

18 St Douston

19 St Aldclme

20 St Austin

21 St Kcuelme

22 St Swithin

23 St. Leonard

24 St Martin

25 St. Edcmond |>c i-omfo.sour

26 St Edemond J>c king

27 St. Clement

28 St Katcrine

29 St. Jnfe ]<c mailer (=» Cott Jul)

30 St Audrcu

31 St Nycolas

32 St. Cristofre

33 pe scue slopcris ( — Ash.)

34 St Felip |kj apnatil

35 St Jacob pe njiostil

36 St Pool

37 St Julian pe herbcrgcr

38 St Brydo

39 St Annoys

40 lllary

41 St Kal.van

42 St Bastian

43 St. Vincent

1 Tills Is a part of tue Chri&tuiai poem in Egcrt. 3, T, 405—Ms.
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41

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

tiu

61

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

71

73

76

77

78

79

SO

81

82

83

(84

85

80

87

88

89

00

St. Cotbert

St. ltenct

St. Mariday in lcnte

Desciiuing of bo fyuo Testis (mov.)

St. Mary gipcien

St. Jorge

St. -Maik

St. Petir bo frerc prcchour

(Of be lioly cross) :

jie ginnyng of bo lioly rode

be hndingc of bo brc rodis

lioly rod.:-day in somyr

St. Julian bo couf.

St. Grcgori

St. Laurens

St I] )'il it

pc (as)sompcion of ouro lady

St. li.itilni.il J

St. Gilis

St Justine (and Ciprian)

St. Gooillac (= Cott. Jul.)

St. Eustos and his fclawU

St Donienyk

St. Mathoi

pe ascensioun of oure lord '

po hyjc fusto of wliitscne tyd'

pc/rtfe of corpus day cri-ly

St. Frannceyn (new text)

St. Fey (uew text)

St. Denys

St. A'ficasyc and /«,< liccy fclatcis,

14 Dec
St. Calston (Calixtus) pepop •, 14 Oct.

St. I'onrfrctle be holy vetyine, 3 Nov.

St. Lunik

St. lUarion be holy moid; 21 Oct.

St. Crismitnt and D'tryc, 25 Oct.

Klleuc bousclid uirginis

.SV. Crispin and Crispinynn, 25 Oct

St. Kuariat be pope, 26 Oct.

St. Symon and St Judo

St. Firtnyn be byischop, 25 Sept

St. Vital pe martcr, 4 Nov.

St. Adeline

St. Mergrde pe holy vergywi (old

poem in 4 lined stanzas, same text

as in Ilickes thes. I, 224)

.SV. Okwin be king, 20 Aug.

St. ilion be liapt.

St. IIioh and Pool tnxy breperin of

Rome, 26 June

St. Lyon (II) be pope be Jongc, 28

Juno

.SV. Marions (al. Maris) and lie

felaicu, 19 Jan.

St 1'ctir be ap.

91 St Allion

92 St. Illurin (al. Silvcrius) be pope,

20 Juno

93 St. Paulin (al. I'aul) \>c crmyte, 15

Jan.

94 St. Siluestir be pope (new text)

95 St. Jir.myijy be bytchop, 1 Oct.

96 St. Anyccth be pope, 17 April

97 St. SMicr pe)tepr, 22 April

98 St. Gay (Cajus) pe holy pope, 22

April

99 .SV. Kmc.rincumc pc holy rer}ine,23

Jan.

100 St. A/iu (Hyginus) pe pope, 11 Jan.

101 St. Melchiatles pe pop; 10 Dec.

102 St. Damas pe pope, 11 Dec.

103 St. Salarnyn i Cuiu Ilvuirterus,

29 Nov.

104 pe holy pope Inoccid(\, 402—417),

28 July

105 St. Fe'ix (II) be pope, 21 Nov.

106 St. Simply* ami Faiutine II

martenu, 29 July

107 St. AIhIou and Ccnnen II holy

mart., 30 July

108 St. Jcrman pe lioli/ lytxltop, 26

July

109 St. (A)tlielwold be bysschop (cf.

Vern.)

110 St. Martlia

111 po concepsiun of ouro lodi (part

112 St. I.usyjo [of Vera. 1)

113 St. Tomas be ap.

114 pe birbe of oure lord i lie us*

115 St. Anastis be verg.

116 St. Steueno

117 St. Ilion bo wanjclist

118 Of be holi fade of inoeenn (ililT

metre)

119 St. Mary Maudelcn

120 .SV. llerryn be con/. (^= Cott. Jul.)

121 St. Anne ouro lady modm 3

122 St. Leger

123 St. Edeward bo kyng

124 St. Kthcldrede(=Eg.)

125 St. Fryswydo

128 St. Edcborowj (= Eg.)

127 St. Quintyn

128 St. Quireak

129 St llryse

130 St. Sissilo virg.

131 OfBarlaamandJonaphatfW&i

132 St. Myldredo (= Eg.)

133 St. Uarnabe

134 St. Pcrnell (= Eg.)

135 St IJotoliro {= Eg.)

> (VWW uro sopnratod from tlio ronton X. 8.

' v. 1—110 (n>m K*. 1 ; t. 110—2M — Eg. z. W9—707 (but only in part'.

• ■ Kg. 1, t. 1M—273.

• Ed. Ill AlUlUfl Leg. 1S75.
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MSS. coutoining mere fragments :

US. King's Coll. Cambr. 15 (c. 1350), contains on the first 48 foil. : St.

Marie day in Lente, Festcs moouables, Leynte, Passion ami Resurrection, Judai,

Pilate (same onler in MS. Trin. Coll., Oxf.), St. Marie Egipciak, Alpha, George,

Dunston, Adeline, Austyn.

MS. Addit. 10626 (c. 1380, perhaps written by the scribe of Addit 10301),

8 foil., contains the latter pirt of St. Oswold, St. Adeliooldr. ( = Vernon 55),

St Egicijn (imperf. at tlio end), St. Etutas (only the last part), fragment of

birth of Christ,

MS. Harl. 2250 contains (after a Tcmporale in different metre): de s.

Martino, (Erkcnwaldc, allitcr. poem), de a. Johanit'. Baptuta (including the

birth of St. John), do s. Albano, dc s. Juliano conf., de s. Juliano hosp., de s.

Crace (with St Quiriac, and St. Elaync). It is written in the Northern dialect

US. St. John's Coll. Cambr. B 6, contains only the Temporale, but that

complete, and is the only MS. which has it complete. It contains :

1. Old Testament (from Adam to Abacnc).

2. a. Advent and Christmas series : Joachim and Anna, Conception of Mary,

her offering, and early life in the Temple, her marriage. Annunciation ;

Zacharias and Elizabeth, birth of St. John bapt ; Mary's trial before the

bishop ; Exiit edictum, birth of Christ, TcImjI and Salome, tokens in

heaven and earth ; Epiphany ; Purification, Simeon and Anna ; Circum

cision ; Innoccntcs ; Flight to Egypt (and miracles on the way), return

from Egypt ; Jesus teaches in the Temple.

o. The whole after-life of Christ after the gospels and Sunday lessons, part

of which (from Marc. 7, 31) is extant in the fragment (N. 8) of MS.

Laud 108 ; the other MSS. omit all this part

e. Passion, Resurrection, the 10 apparitions, Ascension, Sending of the holy

ghost After which follows

St Longius (in the text of MS. Harl) ; Pilate (= Harl. ; Judos is om.).

Descensus ad inferos (from the Evang. Nicodcmi), Destruction of Jerusalem.

3. Festes meble : Septuag., Lcntun (Jejunium, Coufessio), Ester, Holy pores-

day, Lctania.

Other MSS. contain single pieces : MS. Auchinl. (c. 1300) has : Joachim and

Anna and the other Advent stories, imperfect at the end (it breaks off at Joseph

be:ng comforted by the angel) ; MS. Cott. Calig. A 2 contains St Jcrom (fol. 135)

and St. Etwtw (fol. 137 ;, imperf. at the end) ; MS. Harl. 4012 : St. Anna

(Joachim k Anna) with different text, and St Patrik (in which the long lines

are formed into half-lines) ; MS. Bedford : \k rijte put of hclle (3rd part of St

Michael), with an introduction ; MS. Royal 17 C xvii : St. Mary Egypt and

Magdalen ; MS. Cott Cleop. D IX : St. John Ev. (only the lost 8 vv. ), Thomas

Beket, Theophle, and Cecile.

The first printed text is contained in The historie of that most famous Saint

and Soldier of Jesu Christ, St George of Cappodocie, by Peter Hoylyn, 2ml ed.

Loudon, 1633, 2 vol., which contains the life of St George from our Collection.

Caul Hobstmamk.
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SUMMARY

By W. BAYXE (St. Andrew's University).

JO. The Holy Rood. Tho Emporor Constantino sent his mothor Helena 1— '

to Jerusalem to enquiro about tho Holy rood (5). When she camo

to Jerusalem, a Jow, named Judas, told hor that his grandfather

Zachacus had takon part in burying tho rood on the hill of Calvary

(24). Tho queen then announced to the pcoplo assembled that they

must bring her tho rood on penalty of being burned. But they

mado an outcry, doclaring that Judas was really tho person to bo

trcatod with. Judas was seized by tho queen's orders, and tho rest

wero allowod to go (50). On refusing to givo information, ho was

thrown into prison, and lay there soven days without meat or drink.

On tho seventh day, forced by hunger, ho proceeded to tho spot

mentioned by his ancestor as the place where tho cross lay. When

they reached this place thoy took spado and shovel, and very soon

they fouud three crosses—that on which tho Saviour was put to death, 3

and thoso of tho two thioves (73, 70). On their way homo, they

touched tho doad body of a young man with tho Holy rood, and he

cumo to lifo (84). Tho devil came yelling forth from tho body, saying

that having overcomo through a Judas, by a Judas ho is overcome.

Judas became a Christian, and took tho name of Quiriao (113). The

queen mado a shrino of silver and gold, and precious stones, and

placed tho rood thorcin (110). On tho hill of Calvary thoy built a

noblo church (117). The nails of the cross wero miraculously found

(124). Tho Holy rood was found on tho 3rd of May, on tho day

called Holy-rood day. Through a tree wero wo at first lost, and

through a tree wore wo again brought to life. Adam had ono request 5

after he was driven from Paradise, that in due time the Lord might

blot out his sins (145). Ho begged his son Scth that ho would go to

Paradise, and implore pardon for him (107, 170). Within tho walls

of Paradise Soth saw a spot with beautiful flowers and all kinds of

fruit ; near this was a well, and by it stood the tree which had caused

Adam to sin. On the tree he saw a little child : that child was the

Son of God (210). An angol took threo kernels from the tree, and

bade Soth place them under his father's tongue, and notice what

sprang from these after he was buried (217, 220). Adam was buried

in tho valley of Hebron, and in a few years afterwards three small

twigs sprang up. Moses fouud tho three trees when he led tho people

through tho wildornoss (240). They stood there till the time of David,

who carried thorn to Jerusalem, and sot them in a resorvod place, and 8

built a wall round them (252). When he visited them next day thoy

had grown into ono tree—typical of the Trinity (250). Kiug Solomon

foiled the tree in order to use it at the building of tho temple, but it
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■was too short (281, 285). It was being used as a bridge, but the qucon

of Saba prevailed on Solomon to raise it from that position. It was 9

then removed, and buried far from the dwellings of men (300). A

beautiful well sprang on the spot (304). After our Lord came to tlio

earth the tree floated, and the Jews used it as the cross on which ho

was put to death (307, 312). After our Saviour's death, tho cross wns

buried along with two others, and thero lay more than a hundred

years (318). The Emperor Constantino saw a vision of a cross in tho

Leavens, on it written the words " with this sign thou shnlt bo

conqueror." Thereupon ho caused a cross to bo carried by his troops

in place of a banner (345). Saint Quiriac preached tho gospel, and

the Emperor Julian caused his right hand to bo struck off (361).

Finding it impossible to overcome tho saint, tho emperor struck him

through the heart with his sword (388). King Chosrocs II. took part 13

of the cross to Fcrsia, and there built a tower of precious metals, and

set "zp himself and his son as gods (415, 418). The Emperor Hcra-

clius completely defeated their army, killing tho king, but permitting

the son to be baptized (457). Tho holy rood which ho found there ho

took with him to Jerusalem. When ho entered tho gate, an angel

appeared, and said that our Lord did not como into tho city in such

pnde (487). Then the emperor took off all his rich clothing, and in

tears carried tho cross into tho tcmplo (408). Many miracles wero

wrought that day through the virtuo of the cross; tho dead wero

brought to life ; the lepers, tho palsied, and the blind were healed .

(513, 516). In the land of Constantino it chanced one day that a Jew '

smote the rood, whereupon blood sprang out and covered him (524). ^

A cross which belonged to a Christian man in Sicily, having been 16

struck by somo Jews, sent forth blood (550). A Jew who had como 7

to Rome blessed himself beforo ho lay down to sleep, and by this act

kept off devils, who sought to torrit'y hiin in tho night (573, 59(5). A

nun, who had begun to eat an herb without blessing it, forthwith

became insensiblo (600).

11. Life of St. Duxstax. Boforo his birth Dunstan worked miracles, 19—2-

the lights in tho church on ono occasion having been miraculously

put out and lighted while his mother was present (1, 16). In his

infancy ho was taken to Glastonbury (21). When ho reached man

hood ho went to his uncle, Aldhelm, Archbishop of Canterbury, by

whom ho was shortly afterwards presented to King Atholstano (32).

From Atholstano and Edmund he received tho gift of his place at 20

Glastonbury (40). Ho built a beautiful abbey, founded an order of

block friar*.—tho first in England,—and assumed tho office of abbot

(41, 44). King Edwin banished Dunstan, and ho lived at tho abbey

of Saint Amant for a considerable time (5!)). King Edgar having

heard of Dunstan, sent a messenger asking him to return, and hn

came back to England (70). lie was thereafter made Bishop of

Worcester (73). Ho also received tho bishopric of London, and the

archbishopric of Canterbury (87, 91). lie maintained Christianity in 22

England, and defended tho rights of tho Church (93). Accompanied

by Atholwold, Bishop of Winchester, and Oswold, Bishop of Wor

cester, ho mado journeys through tho dioceses, and put worthy mon

in the places of tho incompetent and sinful (102). Our Lord govo

Dunstan so much grace on earth that ho had a vision of his father

and mother in the joy of heaven (111). On another occasion he had

a vision of heaven, and heard angels sing (119). lie loved tho harp,

and was wont to have it played to cheer him. One day tho hurp
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began to play of its own accord, uttering words to the effect that they

wore kings, indeed, who shed their blood for the lore of Christ (135,

HO). Aftor a long life, Dunstan passed away in peace, having blessed

his servants, his friends, and his brethren (148, 160).

12. St. Augustine. Pope Gregory had groat love for England, and 24-

would have gone thither to preach had it not been for his cardinals

(8). lie then sent Augustine with forty monks. This happenod fivo

hundred years after the birth of Christ (12). Thoy sont a message to

Ethelbort, that they brought great richos to England. The king met

Augustine at the Isle of Thanet (37). The monks carried beforo them

a silver image of the Lord. The king rocoivod thorn kindly, and thoy

told him thoir errand— the preaching of Christianity. Augustino

proclaimed Cod's love to every one. The monks continued to preach

at Dover, turning many to Christianity (69, 74). The king was con

verted, and Augustine was made first Archbishop of Canterbury (79). 26

St. Augustine's day is towards the oud of May ; it was on this aay ha

died (83).

13. St. Baunabas. St Barnabas preached Christianity with tho Apos- 26-

tlcs ; ho forsook nil his possessions, and ho suffered martyrdom (5, 10).

Ho visited Cyprus, and thero excited wonder by the acutoness of his 28

arguments (21, 25). Ho put down a shameless orgio in tho island

(47). A holy man, named Timon, ho cured of fovor, through placing

upon him a copy of St. Mutthew"s Gospel (05). Many other cures he

^ effected in tho samo way (63). Ho went further into tho country,

1 turning many to Christianity, nnd performing miracles (72, 75). A

Jow, named Baren, porsneutod Paul and Barnabas untiringly, and

tried every means to mako thorn deny their faith. At length Bar

nabas was seized, and led to Borne ; a ropo was tied round his neck, 29

and he was burned to death (89, 91). Ilia bones woro cast into tho

sea, but somo Christians gathered thorn together, and buried thorn

with great honour (97, 98).

14. John the Baptist. Wo read of no miracles by John the Baptist 2J

(4). John having charged Herod with the sin of adultery, was cast

into prison and beheaded (40). This happened in tho castle of Arabic- 3(

(45). His disciplos buried tho body in a beautiful spot (48). Herod's

sinful queen having seen tho risen Baptist swooned to death ; her

daughter, too, perishod miserably (55, 61). Many miracles woro per

formed through tho dead body of tho Baptist. Tho Emperor Julian,

having heard of theso miracles, cast tho bones in different places ; yet

many sick men who camo nigh to any of thorn were healed (69, 76).

Tho bones woro thon burned, and tho dust was thrown to tho wind ;

but no fire could burn tho finger with which the Baptist pointed to

our Lord when ho said, " Behold tho Lamb of God " (83, 89). Abbot

Marcel was miraculously directed to tho placo where tho Baptist's 3

head and this finger wore concealod, and thoy were exhumed by tho

Bishop Julian (129). The day on which thuy were found, St. John's

day in harvest, is hold throughout the Church in honour of bis

martyrdom (134).

13. James. St James, tho cousin of our Lord, was of noblo family (4). 3

Ho preached in Samaria and Judah, and converted many (8). Ills 3

fume reached Prince Hormogiiics, an enchanter who worked miracles

through the power of the devil. One of this man's disciples, named

l'hilot, tried to overcome the saint, but was defeated (18). Philet

then became a followor of the apostlo. Hcrmogiues summoned a-

troop of devils to torment tho apostle, but they wero encountered by
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angels, who bound and burned them (44, 5C). On being released

tbcy bound Hermogincs, and drnggod him to Saint James (79). Tho

saint, however, returned good for evil (!).'>). Hermogines was bap

tized and became a holy man (109). Abiathar, a judge, was jealous

of the apostle's power, and caused him to bo brought to Herod, with

a roj>e tied round his neck ; Ilorod ordered him to be beheaded (115). 37

On the way to execution tho saint healed a man afflicted with palsy,

and the executioner in fear begged for mercy, and was baptized (121).

Both were then beheaded, on St. Mary's day in Lent (122). St

James's disciples carried away his body secretly out of the country in

a ship (129). The disciples having been imprisoned by tho king of

Spain, an angel broko open the prison (151). The queen became a i

Christian, convinced by tho miraculous powers of tho disciples (194).

The body of tho apostle was buried in tho palace ; the queen built a

noble church, and endowed it with largo treasure (l90). It becamo a

great house of canons, and a place of pilgrimage (200). It is recorded

that the saint miraculously brought the dead body of a pilgrim to

the shrine (230). It is related, too, that a father and son, who wero

pilgrims, were condemned to death on a false charge of theft, and

that tho son, although he hung thirty-six days upon the treo, was yet

preserved through the power of St. James (258, 290). A young man

of the city of Lyons, who hod first mutilated and then killed himself,

•was restored to life (378).

16. Oswold. St Oswold was king of Northumberland; ho uphold tho 45—4G

law of Christianity with all his power (4). At his request Aidan

came from Scotland to preach, and was appointed bishop (9, 13). The

pagan tribes invaded his territory, and Oswold was killed in battlo

near Mansfield (33). He was thirty years of ago when ho died (41).

17. Edward. King Edward of England was hated by his stop-mother, 47—53

who favoured her own eon iEtholred (6). Ho was of mild disposition,

chaste, and wise in counsel (16). Ho was much loved by Lhinstan,

Archbishop of Canterbury (19). The queen conspired with some of 47

the ministers against him, and after a reign of threo years and eight

days he was murdered (40). On a visit to his brother at Corf Castlo

he was met by the queen and a retinue, and 6tabbed by one of tho

attendants (45, 78). JEthelrod was then in ado king (91). Among

the nobility this was received with favour, but the common peoplo

lamented tho death of Edward (94). The king's body, which was dis

covered by means of a pillar of light, was buried at Wareham (114). 50

A chapel was built on the spot, and a well of miraculous virtuo was

called after his namo (121). A noble earl, named Alfey, having hoard

of the miracles that attended the dead body of Edward, sent messen

gers to some of the leading men in the Church, proposing its removal

from Wareham (138). This was carried out, and many miracles

attended the removal (155). The queen, in regret for her misdeods

against the dead king, did penance, and at lust fully repented (175).

The body was carried to the abbey of Shaftesbury, and was placed to

the north of the high altar, close to the wall (179). Twonty-ono years

later King Edward appeared in a vision to tho abbess of the house,

and asked that he might be enshrined.

18. Feaxcis. Francis was a merchant in his youth, and he spent 53—G7

much money on behalf of the poor (4). By chunco one day he met a

knight who had been rich, but was now poor ; to him he gave his

clothes (1 1). One day, outside tho city of Assisi, Francis was asked

for chanty by a leper ; ho gavo him money and comforted him (39).
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Noar tho church of St. Damian ho was oxhorted in a vision to prop it

up in caso it fell. IIo was thought mad by tho people, and was ill- H

treated. His father beat him, and sent him to herd cattle (80). He

went forth from his father's house, begging his bread from door to

door. Ho carried mortur to rebuild St. Dumian's church (128). Ho

thcro began the order of begging friars (138). Bornnrd, a scholar,

was the first to join him (154). Other six followed shortly (176). Ho

went to Homo to get his ordor confirmed by tho Pope. IIo and his 60

brethren went forth into the world and preached (212). They camo

to great need, but wore succoured by an angel (218). His flesh ho

called "Friar Ass," and a lazy man ho named "Friar Flio" (252,

236). Ho had a great love for lambs (297). On one occasion tho

birds p:iid him honour; ho then preached to thorn (3-19, 3G2). Francis

often reflected on Christ's sufferings, and at last ho had a vision of

tho crucified Lord (370, 400). lie received tho marks of tho Crucified ~~

on Mount Alverno (408). Cattlo wero cured by tho water in which

ho washed himself (423). Francis lived in his order for twenty years, G6

and for two years and three weeks ho l>ore the marks of our Lord's

wounds (430). When death came upon him, with his last breath he

gavo out a psalm. He died in tho year 1200 A.D., on a Saturday

night (432).

19. Alban. St. Alban was a heathen in his youth, but was converted 67—

(3). During tho rule of Diocletian and Maxitnian, ono of tho Roman

governors in England was carrying out a persecution of the Chris

tians ; some of tho soldiers came to make enquiries at Alban's house

(11, 21). Having confessed himself a Christian, Alban was seized, 68

and brought beforo the governor, who threotenod him with torturo

(40). Ho was stripped naked, aad scourged, but was still undaunted

(47, 52). He was then led outside tho town to execution. He crossed

a stream on tho way as if on dry land ((>!). The leader of the soldiers

threw down his sword and begged for mercy (74). Having expressed

his beliof in God, ho was martyred along with Alban (94). The

exocutionor's eyes fell out after the deed (97). Tho martyrdom took 70

placo near tho town of Widincester (102). A church and abley wero

built on tho spot, and called St. Alban's (103).

20. WoLsTOK. St. Wolston, Bishop of Worcester, was a holy man all 70-

his life (2). He became priest, then monk, at Worcester, and was 71

distinguished for the zeal of his fasting end prayor (8, 12). IIo was

umdo prior against his wish (24). IIo ruled tho convont justly, nnd

gained the esteem of all good men. Ho miraculously saved tho life

of a man who had a dangerous fall (31). IIo was chosen Bishop of

Worcester by King Edward (52). After the English were defeated at 73

Hastings, Wolston resisted William boldly (103, 105). Tho king

feared his power, and threatened to depose him. They met at West

minster (108). The king and the Archbishop of Canterbury declared

that his aiTogance could no longer be tolerated ; Wolston replied

mildly, and agreed to their wish that ho should resign (119, 125).

His crosier miraculously stuck in the marble of Edward's tomb, and

Wolston accepted this as a sign that the dignity could only be given

up to its donor (143). The people were astonished at the miracle ; no

one was strong enough to draw out the crosier (152). The king and

tho archbishop craved permission to amend their mistake, and begged

him to receive again his crosier as being most worthy (172). Wolston

complied, and drew out his crosier from the marble with ease ( 1 82).

He died at the age of eighty, and was buried at Worcester (230).
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21. Mathkw. Mathew, after being called by Christ, went into Ethiopia 77—81

to preach (17). IIo found there two heathen prcachors and enchanters, 78 i

•who sent dragons against hitn ('29). Muthcw drove the dragons out

of the land for over (43). IIo continued to preach ; ho raised the

king's son to life, and prevailed on tho king and his family to bccoino

Christians (67). He expelled tho two sorcerers from the country (711

The king's daughter he encouraged to lead a holy life ; and though

the was asked in marriage by a king, he persuaded her to load a lifo

of chastity (101). Tho king vowed that no would kill Mathow, but

the saint flinched not in his preaching (113). But he was at last slain 81

by one of the king's men (119). The fire kindled to destroy the chasto

maiden burned hor persecutor's palace instead (128). The king became

a leper, an J killed himself, and tho brother of tho maidon reigned in

his place, he being also a Christian (144).

22. Leger, St. Leger while a bishop was seized by a governor named 81—83

Ebrom, and commanded to give up his faith in Christ, and when ho

refused his eyes were put out (3, 8). Still ho preached Christianity 82

the more: even when they cut out his tongue, ho was miraculously

enabled to speak (17). Thoy then resolved to behead him ; but ono

of the four executioners having struck off tho saint's head, a firo

burned him to ashes (33). Tho saint's body was decently buriod (37).

Two years afterwards the governor sont a knight to visit the tomb ;

this messenger having declared that dead men could do no miracles,

was straightway strangled by devils (39, 47). Tho governor himself

was slain shortly afterwards (49).

S3. St. Faith. St Faith became a Christian in hor childhood (2). Dur- 83—86

ing the persecution of Dacian, ono of Diocletian's lieutenants, she was

seized and tortured (22). Her steadfastness impressed tho govornor,

and he endeavoured to turn her from her belief; but his arguments 84

were in vain (43, 49). lie ordered hor to bo laid on a fiery bed of

brass, but still sho remained firm (67). Among the Christians who

had fled from the persecutors was a man named Capras, who lay con

cealed in a rock near the scene of Faith's martyrdom. This man saw

the vis:'on of a dove come from heaven and placo a crown of gold on

the head of Faith, and with its wings drive off the flames from her

body (81, 84). Capras thereupon came boldly from his hiding-place,

and openly declared his Christian faith (89). Two brothers, Fabrician

and Prime, followed his oxainplo (97). All were beheaded by Dacian's

orders (100). They were buried at night by Christian men with great

honour (109).

24. The Eleven Thousand Virgins. A king of Britain, named Haur, 86—92

had a daughter Ourse, whoso fuuio was great (4). A heathen king

asked her in marriage for his son, and threatened that unless his

request was agreed to, he would destroy tho king of Britain and all

his possessions (15). An angel in u vision urged Ourse to ask delay

of the marriage for three years, and that she should during that tiuio

have ten maids of honour m her bower ; that each of these also should

be asked to find a thousand maidens to honour her maidenhood and

theirs (38). For love of her the king's son allowed himself to bo 88

baptized, and through his father's help, and otherwise, brought her

eleven thousand maidens (oi, 50). Her lather built a large ship for

her, and she and her companions went on a voyngo of three years

(68). They were driven to the city of Cologne, and an angel foretold

to Ourse that she would there be martyred (74, To). Thence they

went to Borne, and were joyfully welcomed by tho Pope ; they
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t remained thero for a year and four weeks, and then the Fopo went

forth with them (89, 94). The princes Maximum and Ariun asked

tho prince of Cologne to slay Ourse and all her companions. Her

sweetheart, with his mother and youngest sister, joined her at Cologno

(109). On tho arrival of Ourso and her companions, they wcro 90

shamolessly killod by the prince, Ourse being shot (127, 137). Tho

young king, his mother, and sister, and tho pope Cyriac shared their

fate (139). All wore buried in a nunnery at C'ologno (H8). A miracle

followed the; burial of ono of tho virgins (155).

25. Katherine. St. Kathorino was of noblo birth, her father and 92—100

mother being king and quoon (1, 2). Tho Emperor Maxentius

having assembled all his princes at Alexandria to offer sacrifices to

the hoathen gods, was remonstrated with by Katherine for his wor

ship of idols (14). After tho sacrifices were performed, Maxentius

took his place on the throne and endeavoured to defend idol-worship

(31). Kathorino's reasoning, however, was so acute that he failed to

unswer her (61). Fifty wiso men, whom ho summoned, wcro equally 96

unsuccessful (145). They wero converted, and suffered martyrdom

(145). Tho emperor failed to porsuado her to abandon her faith by

promises of great earthly honours ; sho was then scourged and im

prisoned (170). Tho empress and Sir Porphyry visited her in prison,

and wero converted (185). Katherine was placed on wheels to bo 98

tortured, but an angel shattcrod them (222, 228). Sho was asked by

the emperor to become his wife, but refused, and shortly afterwards

was beheaded (290). Her death took pluco in the year 320 A.D.

26. LUCY. St. Lucy was horn in Sicily; her mother's name was Eunice 101—1C

(3). When young sho became a Christian, and on a certain day took

her mother, who was ill, to tho tomb of St. Agaco (24). There her

mother was cured, and became a Christian (57). Lucy was brought 103

before tho judgo Faxasius, and ordered to rovoko her faith; and

becauso sho remained steadfast, was sent to a brothel (75, 95). But

they were unable to move her from the place (108). Clerks and

conjurers tried to defeat her in vain (127). A fire kindled round her

by her persecutors did not harm her (141). Hor throat was cut, but

she still preached of Jesus Christ (154). Sho took the sacrament,

and died at tho last word of the orisons (171).

27. TIIOMA8 A BEKET. OF WHAT MANNER OF PEOPLE HIS FATTIER AND 106 1

mother were. Thomas a Bckot was born in London ; his father's

name was Gilbert, and his mother was a heathen (1, 4). Gilbert

Bekct having gono on a pilgrimage to Palestine, was taken prisoner

by tho Saracens, and put in tho admiral's prison. The admiral's 107

daughter loved Gilbert, and doclarcd that sho would forsako paganism

for his sake (34). After two and a half years' captivity, ho and his

companions mado their escape (44). The admiral's daughter followed

Gilbert Bckot to London, and camo to his house, where she fainted

with joy on finding him (50, 84). Gilbert told the story to some of

tho bishops, and the Bishop of Winchester urged that ho should marry

hor (110). At St. Paul's church she declared that she would forsake HO

her religion if sho were made Gilbert's wife : they wore accordingly

married (136). Her name was Alexandra (141). With his wife's

consent Gilbert went on a second pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and

remained throe and a half years (182). On his return ho found his

wife and young son well (190).

Here begins tub lifb of St. Thomas, Archbishop of Cakteb-

iiury. Early in life St. Thomas becamo archdeucon to the Archbishop
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of Canterbury (228). King Ilenry, having heard of his fame, made 113y

him chancellor (241). He looked much to worldly splendour; the ■

reins, bit, stirrups, and spurs of his horse were of silver; ho hunted /

with hawk and hound, and seemed vainglorious (250). But ho was '

not so in reality ; he was chaste, an enthusiast on behalf of the Church

and of the poor (253). Ho was greatly trusted by tho king, who made

him tutor to his son (207). Ho became the most influential man in

the kingdom, and was nppointed Archbishop of Canterbury (27S).

At the age of forty-four ho was appointed the king's chancellor (287).

Shortly after this ho was consecrated archbishop (301). Ho then 115

changed his manner of life, wore a hair-shirt, and underwent ponanco

and fasting (315). The king, on his return from Normandj", was met

by Bcket at Southampton. A dispute aroso between them regarding

vacant bishoprics, and Beket found that tho interests of the Church

and the king were different (345, 300). Soon they had a quarrel

regarding a tax, which Bcket opposed on behalf of tho poor (302).

This resulted in Bekct's resignation of the chancellorship (411). A

priest who had killed a man was simply a«kcd by Beket to undergo

penance ; thereupon the king summoned the bishops to discuss tho

matter (437). Beket defended tho Church's lights, putting it above

tho law (453). Tho king loft London in wrath (407). Beket did all

in his power to conciliate him at Oxford, but was told that ho must

obey the laws (517). At a Parliament at Clarendon Bcket declared 122

that he desired only the Church's rights, nothing moro (533). Ho

obtained the privilego of examining tho old customary laws of Eng

land. Three of these he ogreed to ; from ton ho dissented (555, 600).

Thomas took his transcript of these, and returned sorrowfully to

Winchester (632). Afterwards his grief becamo vory groat, and he

feared that God had forsaken him (645, 661). Ho resolved to visit tho

Pope, and ask absolution (664). He set sail from England, but his

6hip was driven back to land, where he was joyfully welcomed by tho

people (681, 606). The king sent men to seize his lauds and his

bishopric (705). Beket visited the king at Woodstock, hoping to find

him moro favourably disposed (712). The Archbixhop of York tried

to mediate, but the king declared that ho would abide by the statutes

of Clarendon (725). Beket was then summoned to Northampton to 129

have his cose heard (744). He was condemned as owing the king

money from his chancellorship ; but fifty good men paid £100 each on

his behalf (811). The king demanded in addition £30,000 as profits

from bishoprics, etc. Tho bishops did not agree in regard to tho case

(854,884). A brief respite was granted Bcket (886). Ho fell ill, and

after some days was urged by tho bishops to submit to tho kinp (000,

013). Only the bishops of Winchester and Salisbury remained loyal

to him (037). Beket sang mass, "Princes also did sit and speak

against me; but Thy servant did meditate in Thy statutes," and

prepared to meet his enemies (030). He entered the court in his

vestments, and roused tho king's wrath by what seemed his arrogance

(976). The bishops forsook Bcket as a traitor, and declared that he

must give account to the Pope (1017). Beket himself preferred this

mode of stating his plea (1039). Accompanied only by a friar of 137

Semplingham, lie set out to leave England (1091). The king sent

many of the leading bishops to give his own version of the dispute

(1096). Beket travelled to Lincoln, thence to tho hermitage of

Semplingham (1122). At Semplingham he remained seven nights,

and then was rowed to 0ravening in Flanders (1141). He travelled
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i foot in order to escape recognition ; ho pursued his journoy travci-

lined nnd weary (11.37). lie called himself by tho namo of " Friai

lristiiui," but ho was recognized in ono houso (1170, 120G). lie

on

stained mid weary (11.37). lie called himself by tho namo of " Jfriai

Christian," but ho was recognized in ono houso (1170, 120G). lie

took refuge in tlio ulilioy of St. Bertin (1215). Deputies wore sont by

Ilonry to tlio king of Franco, asking that ho should not bo allowed tc

remain in Franco (1218). Bcket also sent messengers, but tho king

of Franco proposed that the matter should bo rcforrcd to tho Pope

( 1 238). Tho inessongors accordingly wont to Romo, and wore received

with sympathy by tho Popo (1244, 12.33). Tlio Bishop of London and

others, and tho Karl of Arundel, spoko on behalf of Ilonry, but tho

Popo declared that ho must hear llcket himself (1348). Bcket left

tho abbey of St Bertin, and went into Franco, where ho was received

kindly by tho king, and given a guard to Pome (1353). Tho Pope was

moved to tears by Bckct's defence, and reinstated him in tho nrch-

bishoprip which ho had resigned (1429). Ho was sent to Pontigni

for a timo, and underwent ponance. Henry banished all Beket's

kindred from England, and ordered that no prayers were to bo snid

for him (1437, 1 173). Ho forced tho Cistercian monks of Pontigni to

dismiss Picket (1311). King Lowis of Franco still remained the

archbishop's friend (1529). From Pontigni Bcket went to Sens, after

having seen a vision of his coming martyrdom (1549). King Ilonry

visited France, and at a conference (at Gisors) Lowis tried to reconcile

them, but as a result of it withdrew his support from Bcket (1539,

1009). His kindred were in great fear of evil consequences, but ho

bado them bo of good cheer, though ho expected to bo also banished

from Franco (1029). A messenger came from King Lowis, however,

nssuring him that ho repented of what ho said at tho conference, and

that ho would still givo Beket his assistance (1G57). But a second

conference between tlio archbishop and Ilonry, at Momartrc, was

equally fruitless (1071). Henry returned to England, whore ho had

his son crowned by tho Archbishop of York (1703). Tho Popo

excommunicated England (1711). Tho king of Franco still pursued

his plan of conciliation, and at length, for a time, Henry and Bcket

wore friondly, but tho dispute was renewed because the king refused

to restore some Church lands (1720). Beket returned to England, 1

but was warnod that this might bo dangerous (1701, 1772). Knights

wore lying in wait to murder him at Dover (1795). They accused

him, when ho arrived at Sandwich, of hostility to England (1823).

On tho morning after his arrival in England, ho went to Canterbury

(1843). Ho had not been long at his palace when the knights came

to hear his opinion further regarding tho law of excommunication ;

they went forth in wrath because ho refused to withdraw it (187G).

The Archbishop of York resolved to opposo him (1883). King Henry, 1

in Normandy, cursed all who did not rid him of Bckot ; four knights

conspired to carry out the murder (1905, 1915). On midwinter day

Beket preached his last sormon at Canterbury, excommunicating all

who wore opposed to tho Church's rights (1931). At Christinas he

Eorforinod a miracle (1955). Tho knights who were to uiurdor him,

aving been joined by Pandolf do Broko, came to Canterbury and

urged Beket to submit to the king, and to ubsolve the excommunicated

bishops (1977, 2001). Thoy put on their arms and threatened him ;

but, cross in hand, Bckot boldly withstood them, and prayed for Holy

Church (2049, 2009). He was struck on the head, and one of the 1

blows dashod out his brains (2121). The blood that flowed from tho

wounds formed a diadem. His charters aud other privato papers they

LEOKXDS OF 8AIKT8. C
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plundered, and sent to tho king (21511. Thero was great mourning

among the pcoplo at Bckot's death ; his body was privately buried

in Canterbury Cathedral by tho canons (2173). His body was found

to be worn by penanco, his flc6h being full of worms (2205). King

Henry was much grieved at the tidings of his death, and shut himself

up for forty days (2226). He was absolved by tho Pope, and under

went penanco (2257). Tho inurdorors died repentant (2375). Hokot's

body was enshrined at Canterbury in tho timo of Henry III. (2441).

Tuesday is Bvkct's day, because of tho events that befell him on that

day (2469).

28. Fabian and Sebastian (Prologuo). Fabian was twenty-nino years 177— 1

and thirty days old when ho was baptized by St. John (12). Twelvo

months after his baptism hnppenod our Lord's mirarlo of turning

water into wine (15). St. Fabian was thirty years l'ope in Homo

during the rule of Decius, in whose time he suffered martyrdom

(23, 25).

Like of St. Sebastian. Sebastian faithfully served Diocletian (2). Ii8—1

He sympathized with tho Christians, and administered comfort to any

one who was brought to death (10). Marcus and Marcollian were

nailed fast to a pillar till thoy fuintcd ; ScUitxtimi was arrested on

suspicion of encouraging them (25). Ho openly declared his hopo

that tho false religion would decay, and enraged tho emperor (37).

Ho was ordered to bo led to the stake, whero ho was shot at by 170

archers till ho was left for dead (50). His uuburied body was found

at night without a wound (56). Ho went to tho emperor, and

pointed out the folly of tho attempt to slay him (5S). Ho was seized

and taken to tho palace, and beaten to death secretly (77). His body

was buried by a Christian woman (88).

29. Life of St. Agnes. St. Agnes began when very young to sorve 181— II

God. She was only thirteen when sho was put to death for the lovo

of Christ (3, 4). Thero was no one so beautiful in Homo, and one of

**.,,-, • the constables endeavoured to seduce her (9). IIo offered her wealth

' , if 6he would become his mistress, but she replied that she was tho

, . * \ spouse of Christ (25). Tho constable brought her before all tho city,

. * aud stripped her naked, in order to cause her shaino ; but her hair

shielded her body from sight Sho was then put in a brothel, but no

one could see her because of a bright light in tho house (56). When

the constable visited her ho foil dead in a swoon, and all his com

panions with him (76, 80). Agnes prayed for his recovery, and tbo

dead man was restored to life (97). A great firo was kindled to burn

St. Agnes, but it burned the onlookers instead (113). Sho prayed,

and the firo became cold as a stono (120). Then sho rccoived a mortal

thrust from a sword (123).

30. Life of St. Vincent the Martyr. St. Vincent told his bishop, 184—1

who was afraid of death because of his profession of Christianity, to

speak boldly even unto death (9, 12). Vincent was seized by order 185

of Dacian, bound to a pillar, and beaten with staves and scourges till

he was griovously wounded (23). So much did thoy scourge tho

sufferer that the bone and sinew could be seen (41). He was then

led to the stake, placed on burning plates, and subjected to other

torments, but he still remained truo to Christ (68, 100). Ho was cast

into a dark room full of sword-pointx, but an angol lit up the dark

ness (113). Thoy plocod him on a soft bed, and there ho died after

praying to Christ (132). Tho king tried to overcome him when dead

by exposing bis body to the wild beasts and birds, but a raven
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watched ovor tho body (139). It was then thrown into tho soa from

a ship; but on land being rcachod, the body was found there (159).

Ho was buried by his friends with great honour (172).

31. Like of St. Pai'l. St. Paul was tho mortal terror of all Christians 189—1

boforo his conversion (3). At that timo his name was Saul (13). On

his way to Damascus to porsecuto Christians, he was overpowered by

a light that shono round him and his men (19). A voice told him to

cntur tho town, and there learn tho truth about religion from a

certain man (25). This was fourteen years aftor Christ's death (27). 190

Ho found himself blind, and was led to tho town, whoro he mot

Ananias, and was baptised, at this instant again receiving his eight

v (5) V lie went straightway into tho synagogue and preached (58).

llo turned many to Christianity, and though oncmios fought against

him, ho prevailed through our Lord's grace (06). He gained the

friendship of apostles ; they at first were afraid of him, out finally

received him as a fellow (71).

32. Life of St. Biiigit tiie Virgin. St Bride was born in Scotland 192—

of a rich and powerful family. Sho became a Christian very early.

Hor mother was fond of attending to her dairy ; Bride took tho

liiaiiiigeincnt in hand, but gavo very liberally to tho poor, and whoa

tho day of reckoning ramo sho feared hor mother's displeasure (16).

On that day there was littlo in tho daily, but whon the mother visited

hor it was found to bo full (23). Sho was asked in marriage, but sho

took a vow of chastity (27). Abundant provision was miraculously

prepared whon tho bishop supped with her (36). A poor man having

asked for a glass of water, Bride blessed it and it became ale (43).

Sho turned a great stono into salt for tho benefit of a poor woman

(•17). Sho gavo a silver cup to some poor men, who strove for its

possession ; sho broko tho cup on a stono, and gavo each one a part

(40). Blind and dumb wero healed by her (56). Sho died on tho

1st of February (57).

33. Life of St. Aoatiia. St Agatha was born in Sicily (1). She 193

was beautiful and good ; tho duko of tho land ondcavoured to soduco

lieu, but sho declared her linn attachment to a Prince higher than he

(8, 21). She was threatened with torture if she persisted in her

faith, but sho set this at defiance (40). Sho was cost into prison,

•but still remained steadfast (54). Sho was subjected to torture, and

received many wounds, but an apostlo of God visited her and healed

her wounds with ointment (50, 74). Sho was ordered to bo burned, 1JM

but an earthquake overthrow tho court-house, and two judges wore

killed (91). The people in terror besought tho duko not to harm her

further (93). Led back to prison, Agatha prayed to God that her

life might end; she then passed away (104). A hundred beautiful

children dressed in white formed a procession to the tomb (113). A

year after her death there came forth from a hole in the district a

terriblo firo, which spread widely, but stopped at Agatha's tomb (123).

34. SCHOLA8TICA. St. Scholastics was of chaste disposition. St. Bene- IS

diet, founder of tho order of Nuns and Black Monks, was hor brother

(4). lie was first abbot at Duyn, and there he taught his sister to

do penance (7). They met every yoar to speak of God's Son (10).

On one occasion her brother had spoken throughout a whole day of

God's ways, of Christ and of heaven, but still his sister craved for

more Divine teaching (16, 22). A storm miraculously favoured her

wish, and Benedict could not leave. They spent the night in speak

ing of God's sweetness and might, from tale and book (50). In the

e s
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morning thpy returned to their colls, 6orry that they could not pursuo

their communion (54). On reaching homo Scholastioa foil ill, and

died in throe days. Benedict in his cell saw the white soul of his

sister flee up to heaven (58). On tho morrow ho and his follows wont

early to the cell and buried her dead body (61).

35. The Purgatory of St. Patrick, Addot. St. Patrick found a pit 199—;.

in Ireland which ho called his Purgatory. Besido this placo ho built

an abbey (8). On St. Patrick's day men go thither in order to throw

off their sins by tho Lord's grace (19). The mannor of this is: tho 200

penitent shall first shrivo himself to tho bishop ; if ho is firm in his

wish to bo redeemed, the bishop will givo him a lettor to tho prior ;

then tho prior will lead him into tho church and ask him to kneel,

and horo ho will spend fifteen days at his orisons (30). If nothing

yet change him in nis resolve, he is brought forth with a great pro

cession of priests, blessed, nnd allowed to enter tho purgatory, perhaps

never to return (34). It bcfoll in tho days of King Stephen that a 201

knight, named Sir Owayn, camo there to do penanco for his sins (41).

Ho went through all tho preliminary duties necessary to entering tho

purgatory (C3, 88). Tho knight entered in tho name of Christ (92).

As ho wont on his way, in tho darkness, ho spied a light, then a

beautiful field, in which there was a noble hall (102). This he ontcrod

in the name of God (109). He was greeted by twclvo men, like

monks, who exhorted him to bo steadfast and hardy in his journey,

tolling him that only in this way should he escape with lif'o and soul

(122). As ho sat thcro alone, a ruoful cry arose on ovcry sido, as if

all the beasts of the world wcro yelling together, and round him camo

fiends yelling and grinning (147). Thoy mado a strong fire, and cast 205

tho knight into its midst (1G9); but ho cried to Christ, and tho firo

was quenched (174). They flew out of tho hall, dragging tho knight

with them, evidently over a wasto land (180). Tho wind blow hard

and cold, piercing through heart and body, almost killing him (183) ;

anon he seemed to bo in the longest day of summer (188). Thoy

entered a wido field, apparently without bordor (198). This wns full

of men and women, stretched out and tied hand and foot to the earth

by iron nails of firo (203). Tho dovils trod upou thorn, and toro

them with their nails (208). They cast tho knight on tho ground,

and held him fast, but he cried out to Christ and escaped (212).

He was brought into another field full of greater woes (219). Men 200

and women were fast bound to the oarth by glowing bands of fire,

and fiery adders sat upon them and clasped them to bursting (220).

Foul toads stung them through tho heart (232), and the fiends

tormented them and triod to drown them (234). 'Tho knight was

seized and pinned down, but ho escaped as bctbro, nnd tho fiends

dragged him to a third field (239). Ho saw those who had coino to

endure liko himself, stretched on tho earth, and smitten through with

so many nails that it would be difficult to find an empty place (242).

A keen wind addod to their woo, burning through thorn liko fire (245).

The knight again escaped from tho sufferings by his faith in Christ

(258). In a fourth field, full of brimstone ami foul odour, ho saw all 208

imaginable forms of torment : some hung on hi(;h by fiery chains of

iron, by hand and foot, and by tho neck ; beneath tlicin was a strong

fire of pitch and brimstone (2C4). Others hung by strong hooks of iron

driven through their eyes, or through the throat, and through the

limbs or head (208). Tot the knight was once more delivered when he

asked the help of Christ (27C). Then the fiends drovo tho knight into
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another place ("277). There ho saw a grisly wheel with long spa

ono sido of which was on the ground, another high in the air ; it

many hooks and pikes, on which were impaled a great numbe

wretches (282). This tcrriblo wheol was all on fire, nnd smel

brimstone ; the fiends turned it round, and seized each ono a

went past burning and yelling (288). Tho knight wus seized and

upon tho wheel, nnd turned round with the others, hut again ho

delivered by tho former means (29.5). Then ho was hurled forth

the locality (2!(H). Before him now ho saw n house, from which

ceedcil a most noisome smell ; ho entered with his foul compan

und saw that tho house was full of ditches and pits, and that '

were boilers of heated lead, full of pitch and brimstone (312)

these were placed wretched ghosts, immorscd as far as tho ey

mouth, or the navel, and all wept bitterly and yelled (320).

this torment tho knight again csc<i]ied (323). Ho was hurled 1

and then whs brought into a great hall (32,5). In tho southern

of this was a deep pool, which sent forth a foul stench, am

colder than snow. A north wind blow keenly, and struck th

tho ghosts who sat therein (333). Tho fiends declared to tho 1

that his hour was come, and no sooner hnd this been said t

blast drove him into the wntcr (341). But becauso of his decla

of faith in Christ, thoy had straightway to draw him out again

Tho knight was then driven into another place, whore was

wido and deep, out of which came a burning foul smoke

Wretched ghosts How up and down this pit like smoked 'fish

At Inst tho knight deemed ho whs ovcreomo ; ho was told th

was the pit of hell, and because ho had served their mastx

ho should go therein; if, however, ho thought he would discc

his quest, ho might return (371). Tho knight boldly descent.'

pit. Tho deeper they went, broader the pit became By

limning, and other things, tho knight was nigh overcome, and

give up tho ghost; but ho cried to Christ, and straights

strong blast carried him and his companions up and out of

(380). Ho wus drugged along by tho fiends till thoy cnuio to

pool of water, deep and broad (400). Abovo this pool hung

foul mist. Over it was a very narrow bridge, so thickly sun

with sinoko that it could bo seen with dillieulty (409). Tho

was told to cross, anil was forced upon tho bridge. It was

that it was impossible to walk upon it and look on the

spectacle below ; it was almost too narrow for foothold,

slippery that tho surest-footed might fail (420). Tho kni

u terror nioro overpowering than boforo, but he cried on the

Christ, and wont forward boldly. Then tho further ho i

thought himself tho hardier; tho way, too, became broad

fiends from beneath the bridge tried to seize him, but c<

overcome him, and gave up tho pursuit, weoping nnd yollii

Tho knight now felt himself safe, and thanked Christ for hi:

nnd went on his way (400). The country became bright©

last ho reached a high wall that shone like gold, full of

stones (403). Out of this wall came a sweet smell like sr

was in such a state of joy that his former troubles! were

(4G9). Through the gate he saw a surpassing clearness

thought of entering, there met him a procession of noblo met

crosses, and tapers, and bright banners ; these men reseinbl

and friars (478). They welcomed the knight with gloduess
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and two of the leaders took him by tho hind, and thanked our Lord

that had kept him so steadfast (4S.J). They led him within tho golden

■wall, and he saw that tho placo was long and broad, apparently

without border: a beautiful meadow full of tho sweetest flowers and

fruit trees (495). There it was always day (496). A countless number 214

of people were there, singing, and in much gladness ; Almighty God

was their song (501). As some stars are blighter than othors, so was

it with theso people, though tho darkest seemed brighter than any

gold (504). Some had crowns of gold, and all gave thanks to Christ

who had sent him of the steadfast heart (512). The knight learned

that this was the earthly Paradise, which Adam lost ; any one who

entered was welcomed with great joy, but this gladness was nought

compared with the joy of heaven (55G). lie was led to a high hill,

and there he saw tho walls of heaven, which shono like pure gold

(561). Thither went tho just in due time, according to God's will

(570). There camo a soft breozo from heaven, which fell upon all in

that Paradise, and at this moment a joy beforo unknown took posses

sion of the knight; ho felt that sin could never again bo pleasant

(579, 588). He was then assured that if ho served heaven faithfully 217

when he returned to tho earth, ho would inherit that divino joy (601).

lie was told that ho might return to the earth, and that tho fiends had

no longer power against him (007). lie was accompanied to tho gato,

and with tears bidden farewell (623). Ho came to tho hall where ho

had parted with tho holy company who at first wolcomed him, and

was assured that when ho camo to tho gato of tho purgatory, tho

prior's procession would bo at the entrance awaiting him (641). It

happened as they said, and great was tho joy of Patrick's monks

when they saw him again (652). The knight thereafter wont to tho

Holy Land on a pilgrimage, and from this time was a pious man (659).

Often did ho tell of all tho men that were in Paradise ; in his opinion

Grey Monks had abundant joy (667).

36. Life of St. Brendan, Abbot of Hibeuxta. Brendan belonged to 220—240

England. He lived an ascetic life, and was abbot over a thousand

monks (4). One day ho asked another abbot, Bcryn, what ho hud

seen in other lands, and was told of the abbot's son, Meraok, a monk

and a man of high repute, who went to an isle far in tho sea in order

to cany out God's will (20, 24). Beryn told of a journey mado into

the Eastern ocean (33). Ono whole day they wcro in darkness, but

by the grace of our Lord they reached a land brighter than the sun

(42). It was the Lord's own land, and through Him it was thus

light (63). When St. Brendan heard this story, ho choso twolvo of 222

his monks and prepared a large ship, and set sail on a voyogo to

unknown lands (96). He saw a largo isle on tho north side. Thrco

days they travelled about ere they could approach it and land (112).

They at last got on shore, and wcro guided by a hound to a largo and

beautiful hall, where a board was spread with bread and fish (123).

Thence they visited the Land of Shcop (139). Afterwards they reached 223

an island, whore a fallen angel in the form of a bird told him that ho

must yet travel six years ; each day ho must hold Easter feast among

them (215). For four months in their journey eastwards woro they

in grievous peril (244, 267). They entered a havon at last, through

the grace of Christ, and on tho island they were hospitably enter

tained by an aged man (286). The next island on which thoy landed

they found to bo a great whale (372). On St. Peter's day thoy

held a feast. Tho fishes flocked round thorn, and Brendan preached 232

•
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to them (448). A north wind roso, and drove their Bhip before i1

eight days ; nt length they reached a gloomy country ovorhuug '

stinking smoke. Hero thoy wore attacked by a fierce wight and

follows. All the land socmod on firo, and Brondan porcoivod it

the mouth of hell (494). One of tho monks, who had dono wicki

was seized and cast into tho firo (512). Tho ship drove south*

and thoy reached a hugo rock, on which they saw a miserable n

ghost (324). Ho told them ho was Judas Iscariot, and that thr

tho Lord's graco ho had receivod this spot as an occasional n

from hell, and that ho was hero every Sunday (518). Fionds

and sought to take Judas back to hell, but Brendan intorposed fo

night, but in tho morning thoy returned and seized Judas (

Aftor a throo days' journey thoy reached an islo inhabited

hermit, who had formerly boon a monk of St. Patrick (652).

next arrived at tho Birds' Paradise (079). At tho end of a forty

voyage from this place, they camo to a very boautiful country;

were trees full of fruit, and it scorned to bo always day (702).

a young man told Brondan of his approaching death. Thon

turned homewards ; at tho end of their voyago thoy wore wel<

joyfully by thoir brethren (729). Shortly aftor this St. Brond.i

(732). Many miracles have been recorded regarding him, and

abbey was raised whero ho was buried.

37. Life of St. Nicholas. St. Nicholas was born of high pan

in tho city of Patras (2). IIo was religious, oven in his boyhoo

quick at learning (5, 10). On one occasion ho gave money to a

of poor girls who had been forced into a sinful lifo (33). Wh

Bishop of Mirro died Nicholas was appointed his successor (K-!

his office ho was humble nnd helpful, a priest to all men (86)

crow of a ship woro miraculously saved by him during a storn

During a time of famino ho secured sufficient corn for the

through a miracle (122). Some pilgrims to the church of Mil

brought ointment with thom, which thoy had roccived from tl

in the shape of a woman, to smear to ill intent on tho holy wa

tho saint exposed tho trick (155, 189). A war between tho em1

Eomo and his enemies was brought to an end through St. >

convincing tho invaders of their orror (211). Ho conciliate

princes and thoir foes, and rescued tho princes when falsely

(232, 240). Angels nppeared to him before his death (305).

miracles are recorded of him. A Christian who cheated a J

__ crushed to death by a cart through the saint's anger (326, !

"* man who had failed to givo tho saint a cup ho had promised

son by drowning (375) ; but the father having repented, St. ]

restored the boy to life (424). A child who was strangled b;

was restored to lifo by the saint (508).

38. Life of St. Julian the Confessor. St. Julian tho C

was born at Rome. lie converted many to Christinnitj

preaching (4). lie was sent into tho surrounding cities to

and though tho religion was held in contempt, his persuasive

had duo effect (10). He had the power of working miracles (

one occasion he smote tho ground with his staff, and imi

there sprang up a well of purest water (25). He was rcckor

by the people (30). He died towards tho ond of January (33

Life of St. Julian the good harbourer. St Julian

harbourer was of noble family. He was stalwart and strong

was a sincere Christian (2). Ho was fond of hunting, and
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while pursuing a hart, he thought ho hoard the animal declare to

him that ho was to kill his father uud uiothor (!>). In fenr of euch

an event, Julian left the country and went into tho service of a

foragnprince (20). He received a high post, mid wedded a rich wife

(-1). His father and mother lamenting the absence of their son, want

to this country in quest of him (27). They arrived at Julian's houso,

where his wife in her husband's absonco nuidu them welcome, even

giving them her own bed (36). Julian, on reaching homo in the

morning, went to his chamber, and finding there a man and a woman

asleep, ho killed them, believing them to bo his wife nnd a paramour

(33, 46). When ho discovered his error he resolved to leave his wife 258

and home for ever (70). But his wife refused to leave hiin, and

they went forth together, accordingly, forsaking homo and possessions

(81). On the journey Julian reached a deep and perilous stream ;

beside it he built a little house, and resolved to livo there (87). Ho

made a boat and carried travellers across tho stream (93). When a

wretched man asked help ho took him to his houso and comforted

him (98). All this he did in penance for tho death of his father and

mother (100). St Julian's paternoster was customarily repeated by

men in that country (104). After ho had long carried on his labours, 250

Julian heard one midnight some ono asking to be rowed across tho

stream (113). He complied, and brought tho traveller to his houso.

Tho man was cold, foul in dress, and altogether miserable ; but Julian

showed him every kindness (123). At last tho stranger becamo

pleasant to look upon, nnd so bright that he could scarcely be beheld

(31). lie then declared that ho had boon sent by our Lord to say

that Julian had done sufficient penance, and that both ho and his

wife should come with joy to God (139). Soon afterwards both died

in their holy service (44).

SB. Life of St. Mauy ov Egypt. Mary's early days wero spent lewdly 200—2i

(4). In Alexandria she brought many men to sin (7). Ono day in

harvest she addressed a company of mon on thoir way to Jerusalem

to pay honour to tho Holy Rood, and they consented that sho should

go with them (40). Having reached tho door of tho Temple, Mary

supposed that the people pulled her back, and in great sorrow sho

fell before the image of the Virgin Lady, and prayed for graco (01).

Then she went into the Temple, and before tho Holy Rood besought

in tears that her sins might bo forgiven (78). Sho saw no ono, but 203

ahe heard a voice declaro to her tho promise of peace (MS). During

the night, in tho chapel of tho Baptist beside tho Jordan, sho began

to believe (96). She went into tho wilderness, and there lived many

years (102). After seventeen years her clothes rotted and fell away

from her, and she was greatly tempted by evil passions, but sho

remained firm in her faith (116). In tho thirty-sixth year sho was

visited by tho monk Zosimus (118). Zosimus had como from his

abbey in Palestine to do penance. On tho twentieth day .of his 206

journey, as bo knelt at his orisons, he saw St. Mary, and they said

their orisons together (18H). Ho blessed her and went on his journey

(229). They took the sacrament together (262). Noxt Lent Zosimus

returned to tho wildorncss, but could not see St Mary ; underneath a

bright sign in tho air he found her lying dead (294). 'She had loft a

request that he should bury tho body (301). Being old and feeble he

could not dig the grave, but a lion assisted him with its claws (328).

to Lrr> or St. Christopher. Christopher was a Saracen and lived 271—27

in the land of Canaan. His ambition was to servo only a master
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who was supremo. A certain king seemed to answor to this chara

tor, but aftor staying with him a considerable time, Christopher foui

tliut ho was not tho highest (29). Ho continued his search, and <

his way met a great number of peoplo under a ficrco leader, wl

nNked Christopher whither he wont (38). Christopher replied that 1

was about his own business, and that ho served only tho lord whom ]

sought, tho high devil of hell (40). " Good brothor," said tho strange

"I am ho," and welcomed him (42). Christopher was pleased wi

such a master (44). But as thoy wont on their way they saw a cm.-

and at tho sight the devil was in foar, and on Christopher findii

that this was tho symbol of ono still mightier than the dovil,

rosolvod to seek this lord (59). A hermit told him that he must car

travellers over a cortain stream, and that thereby ho would discov

tlio highest lord (71). Having in his hand a long staff, for many da

Christopher bore tho heaviost over tho stream (K2). Ono night

was carrying across a little child, but as ho went forward tho chi

became larger, and tho wator seemed to broaden ; novor before w

Christopher so sorely burdened (9I>). At last ho reached tho ban

after what appeared a long journoy (99). The child declared to h

that Ilo was Christ, tho highest and mightiest in all tho world (10

In pi-oof of His power tho child told Christopher that on tho morn

his staff would bud; and so it happened (110). Christopher we

forth ami began to preach, and at length converted sovon thousa

men (128). Ilo was seized and carried Wore tho king of tho count

and then imprisoned (1<>5). Two beautiful women sent to tempt h

ho convortod (169). Having refused to worship idols, Christopl

was placed in a fire, and then shot at, but ho was not hurt (19

His head was cut off in nccordanco with his prediction that 1

blood would givo the king sight (218). Tho king recovored his sij

and becamo a Christian (222).

41. Life of St. Dominic the Confessor. St, Dominic was bom

Spain, in tho town of Caylro (2). Before his birth his mother I

a vision of his future greatness (8). Tho bishop of tho land s<

hoard about his good deeds. Dominic disputed untiringly w

thoso who did not beliovo (37). Sir Simon do Moutfort holped

causo (40, 44). Through Dominic's influonco began tho ordor

preaching friars (52). A documont which bolongcd to him was thro

into tho tiro by his enemies; but though it lay there a wholo day

was nono tho worso ((54). In tho city of Toulouso ho strovo for '

years to bring together an order of preachers (7.1). Tho Popo woi

not givo his consont, but in a dream no was convincod of the justice

Dominic's view (94). Thus began tho order of preaching friars (1(

Thoso friars wont to Spain, to Paris, and to Boulogno (112). Dorni

Erayed for more powor, and was encouraged in a vision, and told t

e would have a fellow-champion, St. Francis, who founded the fri

minor (128, 133). On tho morrow theso two saints mot (144). Tl

wore supported in their work by do Mont fort (1 5(5). As Dominic i

his fellows were going on a journey near Toulouso, their books

into tho wator ; but throe days afforwards a fisherman found th<

and thoy were dry and uninjured (220). On ono occasion, wl

Dominic and forty of his monks were at Bomo, they wore mi

culously fod (224). Ono day rain fell heavily, but did not touch

placo where Dominie was_ (235). One night, during his orisons,

was tempted by the dovil in tho disguise of a friar (284). At the ti

of his death Dominic had a convent of friars, whom he had tun,
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run

thoroughly how to preach (309). Ho «li«l in tho year 1281 (320).

When he died the prior of liixo, in a vision, saw him drawn up u

ladder into heaven (.'HO).

42. TllEoriiiLUS. Theopliilus was a pood clerk, and after tho death of 288—

his bishop he was offered tho appointment, hut refused (4). Another

accordingly received it. This man robbed Theopliilus, and brought ,

him to great poverty (10). Ho then asked a Jew to help him, and V

agreed to serve tho devil for riches (21). Theopliilus bound himself 200

to tho devil by a written agreement, ond hecamo rich, but was never

theless in fear that the devil would betray and destroy him (U3, 87).

At length ho repented of tho step, and prayed to tho Virgin Lady

forty days and forty nights (105). She had mercy on him, and bado

him be shriven (121). When ho was in trepidation, sho interceded

with Christ on his behalf, and ho got back his deed of covenant with

the dovil (156). Theopliilus publicly confessed his sin (107). Tho

agreement was burned (177). Shortly after Theopliilus fell ill, and

died; now ho is sainted (191). His day is a little beforo April (102).

43. Geokoe. St George was a holy man of Cappadocia (1). Ho was 294—

a convert to Christianity (3). He refused to worship Dacian's falso

gods, and was horribly tortured by him (13, 33). Ho was scourged

and salted, put on a wheel of swords, and thrown into a furnace of

boiling lead (39, 64). His head was struck off, after he had prayed

for and received a boon from Christ (97).

44. Life of St. Edmund the Kino. St Edmund was king of Suf- 296-

folk (3). no was taken prisoner by tho Danish kings Hubba and

Hinguar, bound, and condemned to death (3d), lie was scourged

and shot at, and his head was cut off and hidden in a secret place,

but was found by a wolf (40, 69). His head spoke after it had been

cut off (81). His body was enshrined at Edmuudsbury (87). Tho

town became a placo of pilgrimago (97].

45. Michael. Tho following miraclo is recorded of St. Michael : a 299—

certain man of Apulia, named Gargan, shot an arrow at his ox, but by

the will of the saint tho weapon recoiled and wounded himself (5, 22).

A noblo church was founded to St. Michael on a hill (41). A number

of Saracens who attacked somo Christians near wcro slain by light

ning (58). The saint's footsteps miraculously loft an impress on tho

marble pavement of tho church (90). Because, of his illustrious charac- 302

ter, Michael's day was consecrated by tho Pope (99). It falls in

November, beforo the feast of St. Luke (104). A second church in

his honour was built on tho hill of Toumbo (110). On tho anniversary

of Michael's day tho sea withdraws from tho base of tho hill (133).

A woman and child were miraculously preserved by him in tho sou

(147). St. Michael fought Lucifer and his companions (160). Ho

overcame tho rebel angels and drove them to hell (192). Ton orders

of angels wero created, tho tenth of which went to perdition (212).

Good and evil angels causo dreams and tho nightmaro (224). Out- 306

cast angels are elves in tho woods and on the downs, and sometimes

thoy appear in towns (225). Tho dovil when bound bites men as a

tied-up dog does (295). His fingers, wherewith ho tempts men, havo

particular names (313). The devil bogins his temptation of mon with

his little finger (342). The pit of hell is in tho midst of tho earth;

heaven is round the earth (391). There are eight firmaments and

seven planets (413). The moon's influence on tho earth's climate and

productions is wonderful (425). The sun is among the planets, like a

king among mon (448). Though a man travelled forty miles a day
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' for eight thousand years, ho would not roach tho highest hoaven

(48!)). . Tho soul of inan after death, if it bo pure, goes to heaven as

swiftly as man's thought (400). P>on more quickly, if it bo evil, will

it go to holl (507). Beneath tho lowest heaven, wheroin is the moon,

aro tho four elements—firo, air, water, and oarth (509). Between 314

April and May, and noar harvest, como lightning and thunder, the

woathor boing both hot and wot (5G1). Tho broath of the wator that

tho sun draws up falls in dow(Oll). Hoar-frost is the dow frozon

(617). Wells como from veins of wator (639). Man is compounded

of tho four elements (618). A man who is compounded chiefly of

oarth is slow as tho ass, of pale colour, hard-skinned, and powerful ;

he thinks more than he speaks (671). Ho who has much of the

clement of water is fat and a groat sloopor (676). Tho man who has

much air in his composition is fresh-coloured, and of lively dis

position ; granted meat and drink, ho caros for little elso (683). Tho

man compounded chiofly of fire is slight and ruddy, hardy and lecher

ous (086). Tho three first formative balls of tho foetus aro brain, 319

heart, and livor (704). In each man thoro aro thrco souls (736). Tho

third soul is immortal, and at death goes to weal or woo (774).

Tho other two souls die with the body (781). It is to bo prayod that

St. Michaol may guide our immortal souls to joy (80'2).

47. Clement. St. Clement was bom at Home (1). His kindred wore 322—310

of tho highest momlxjrs of tho law ; his father's namo was Faustinian,

his mother's Macidian (3). lie had two twin brothers, older than he,

Faust and Faustyn ('>). His mothor was beautiful (7). She took th«

twin brothers to Athens, whoro thoy wero to study, whilo Cloment

remained with his father at Homo (39). Tho ship in which Macidian 323

and her sons sailed was wrecked, and when she was saved hor sons ""

had disappeared (72). Sho gnawod hor hands with grief, and lost tho

uso of them (97). Cloment soon bocimo a good scholar (126). Ho

was a disciplo of St. Barnabas, ard then of St. Fetor (129). Ho told 326

St. Peter of tho sad absonco of his mother and his brothers (146).

Ono day Clement's mothor recognized him (183). Two former dis

ciples of Simon Magus, who had becomo followors of St. Peter, woro

found to bo tho lost brothors (201). St. Clomont and his brothers had

an argumont with an old man, in which Clomont was the ablest

arguer (236). Tho old man proved to bo thoir father (275). Simon

Magus trausformod Clement's fathor into his own shape, in order to

oscapo tho Emporor's vongoanco (303). His children failed to ro-

cognizo him (323). At Antioch tho father declared Simon's abuso of

St. Peter a he (349). Simon himself was rejected (387). At Rome

St. Petor was martyred, and thoro St. Clement was mado Popo, 33o

though ho did not wish it (395). Clunioiit cured a man blind anil

deaf, and ho and his retinue bocamo Christians (439). Trajan ordered

demon.'; to do sacrifice or loavo tho country (456). Driven into the'

wildorness, he found many Christian fugitives, who made him their

loador (465). By a miraclo ho made a well spring thoro (475). Five

hundred hoathon temples ho destroyed, and built six hundred and

fifteen churches in their stead (487). Trajan had Clement thrown

into the son, whoro he perishod (488). The sea withdrew and dis- 338

closed a chapel where his body was shrined (500). Long after, every

yoarfor soven days was tho land dry round this holy chapel, and

pilgrims visited it (511). A boy was miraculously kept olive for a

year under tho sea (536). Clement's body was buried in tho church

namod aftor Liu at Bomo (549).
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48. Lawrence. St. Lawrcnco ended his life in resolute martyrdom (1).

Decius and his lioutonant Valorian attompted to obtain the treasure

of the church where Lawrenco was archdeacon (22). Tho saint was

cast into prison (34). A heathen, named Lucille, confined thoroin,

who had wept himself blind with sorrow, was cured by him (47).

Tpolite the jailer was converted (34). On being again oskod for tho

church's treasures, Lawrence showed poor, sick men (83). Ho was

scourged because of this answer, so that the blood ran down his limbs

(92). He was torturod on hooks and wheels girt with razors, and on

a red-hot iron bod covered with spikes (100). Fiery plates of iron

wore thrust into his wounds (120). A voice declared to him that he

must yet sutler more (132). lie was beaton with iron scourges, and

burnt and torn on a gridiron (1 54). Still ho remained true to Christ

(4 lilJ). After praying to Christ he died (172). Ho was buried by his

convort Ypolite (176).

49. Life of St. Ken-elm, the Kino. St. Konolin was king of tho 345

March of Wales (2). His father Kenulf built tho abbey of Winchcombo

(the greatest city in tho West half of England) (7). At that timo thcro

wore five kings in England, who ruled particular districts (20). Tho

king of the March had Worcestershire, Warwickshire, Gloucestershire, 348

Cheshire, Derbyshire, Staffordshire, part of Shropshire, Herefordshire,

Northamptonshire, Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire, Leicestershire,

Lincolnshire, and Nottinghamshire ; all these were formerly called the

March of Wales, and of all was Konelin king (40), and Winchcombo

was his chief city (42). Of tho other four kings, ho of Wcssox (47) had

Wiltshire, Dorsot—and Berkshire, Sussox, Chichester, Southamptc-

shire, Surrey, Devonshire, and Cornwall (5S). Tho king of Kent had

Kent (59). The king of Eastland had Norfolk, Suffolk, the Isle of

Ely, and Cambridge (GO). Tho kiug of Northumberland had all tho

land beyond the llumber into Scotland (70). [The divisions of the

counties into bishoprics are also stated in tho text.] Kenulf died 347

a.d. 810, and St. Kenolm succeeded to the throno, though only sovon

years old. One of his sisters, Wonylde, loved him ; but the other,

Quondride, envied him, and thought she should have his horitago if

she could kill him ; so she gave him poison, but it did not hurt him,

as our Lord would not have him martyred so lightly (85, 101). Then

she promised his guardian, Askebcrt, money and herself if he would

kill Kenolm (112, 115). Askebort took him to hunt in tho wood of

Clent, and he lay down to sleep (133). Askebcrt dug a pit to destroy

him, but tho boy awoko and declared that ho would not die till his

guardian's stick garo a sign that ho was to bo martyred (1G6). As

they went on, tho stick began to put forth leavos, and became a great

ash (171). Then Askebort struck off Kenelm's .head (187). Quon- 350

dride seized all her brother's land, made herself queen of the March,

* and forbade any one ever to name her brother's namo undor pain of

beheading (210). One day as the Pope was singing Mass at St.

Peter's in Borne, a dove whiter than any snow laid a writing with

letters of gold in English on the altar, saying that Kenolm lay undor

a thorn in Coubach, bereft of his head (216). This writ was kept as a

relic, as coming from heaven and our Lord's hand ; and St. Konolm's

day is held as a feast-day at Borne (276). The Pope sent to Woldred, 352

Archbishop of Canterbury, to have the body sought out (253). When

the saint's body was taken up, a spring of miraculous virtue flowed

out of the place, which received the name of St. Kenelm's well (298).

Though the bishop had ordered tho body to bo takon to Winchcouibe
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in Gloucestershire, the Worcestershire people wished to koep it ; and

tlio two shires strove for it hy the water of Porschoro (310). Tho

Gloucestershire men, favoured hy fortune, carried away the body

(321). On their journey they becamo weary, and were obliged to

rest on a high down on the east of Winchcombo ; thoy prayed for

drink, and a well sprang up, by which was built St Kuuolm's chapol 355

(33(i). His sister came to a misorablo ond (304).

50. Life of St. Greoory. St Gregory was born in Sicily. Thore 355—359

ho built six abbeys (4). At Romo ho was made a Cardinal (10). One

day outside his palaco, he was struck by the beauty of some English

children, who wero being sold as slaves, and called thorn "Angels" (10).

This guvo him an interest in England, and ho asked leave to go thore

to preach (39). Through a heavenly light, ho was choson Pope (05).

Hi! then planned the mission of St Augustine (70). Augustine

accordingly went to England and converted tho people to Chris

tianity (89).

61. Life of St. Cutiibeht. St. Cuthbort was bora in England. 359—3C2

When only eighteen ho was exhorted in a vision to give up idle games

(3). Ho bocaino a Grey friar, and was esteemed tho holiost monk

in England (35). Ho was afflicted with gout, and Buffered great

anguish till an angel, in the guise of a knight, prescribed for him

(47). On one occasion ho housed a stranger kindly, who turned out

to bo an nngol (09). Whon feoling weak after bathing in the sea,

ho was licked by otters (93). Ho was appointed Bishop of Durham

(100).

52. Life of St. Mark, TnE Evaxoelist. St Mark preached long in 362—303

Egypt (3). In Alexandria ho healed a shoemaker s hand (15, 10).

lie was seized by order of the prince of tho country, tortured with

iron hooks, and thrown into prison (23). In prison our Lord ap

peared and foretold his martyrdom (31). Noxt day Mark was tied to

a wild horse, and torn limb from limb (.'(H). This happened in tho

month of April (41). St. Mark's day is ono of general fasting, and

banners are carriod about in respect to his inomory (43).

63. Of the Ai-osti.es Philip axd James. In tho twontioth year 304—365

after our Lord's passion Philip proachod to the hoathen in Scythia (4).

Ho healed thoir sick, and ovorthrow tho idols, and sot up tho cross in

their placo (8, 21). Christianity was accepted with gladnoss by the

pcoplo (24). St. Philip died peaceably in his bed at tho age of eighty-

seven (31).

64. Life of St. James. St James was related to our Lord, the son 365—306

of our Lady's sister (1). St. Anno, our Lady's mother, had throe

husbands, Joachim, Clcophas, and Salome ; sho hod throe daughters,

of whom Joseph woddod Mary, tho daughter of Clcophas ; tho young

est of tho three daughters was tho mother of St Jamos (11). On one

occasion St James was set up on a ladder to preach among Pharisees,

being reputed a man of wisdom ; but whon ho preached the Gospel

the ladder was knocked down, and Jamos was only saved by a miracle

(43). He was then led to prison (48). On being sot free, having again

preached Christianity, his brains wero dashed out (51).

65. Life of St. Bartholomew. St Bartholomew was of royal blood, 366—376

a comely man of sweet temporament (1, 2). After our Lord's ascension

ho preached Christianity in foreign countries, and in India he deprived

tho god Astaroth of his healing and prophetic powors (7, 13). The

idol Borit acknowledged the spiritual power of the saint (47, 76).

One day at a celebration in the heathen temple he cured a man pos-
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sessed of a devil, and brought to a sane mind the lunatic daughter of

King I'ollimius (81, 106). He refused tho king's gifts, but accom

panied him to prove the falseness of the idol gods (109, 127). An

angel showed the people tho devil in their idols (174). Pollimius and 372

his queen, with all his people, became Christians (199). Bartholomew

next endeavoured to convert the king's brother Astriages, but failed

(205, 23d). By tho orders of Astriages tho saint was tortured and

crucified with his head turned towards tho ground (238, 242). Pol

limius afterwards was made a bishop, and held office for twenty years

(272). Bartholomew's bones were collected and shrined in Apulia

(306,311).

66. Thomas the Apostle. St Thomas was martyred in India (1). 376—

Men called him " Thomas long in doubt," because of his uubolief (4).

It happened long after our Lord's ascension that Godofre, king of

India, sent out a proclamation for a carpenter who might build him a

palace (19). Thomas, who was in Ctesarea, was asked by our Lord in a 377

vision to accept the king's proposal, at the same time being told that

he would convert many people, and sufTcr martyrdom (24, 33). Shortly

after the apostle, by agreement with the king's messenger, took ship

for India (54). On his journey ho arrived at a leading town where

they wore celebrating the marriage of a princess (77). At tho featt

the butler was killed by a lion, becauso of a quarrel with St. Thomas

(89, 96). The apostle blessed tho nowly-mado husband and wifo, and

caused a miraculous growth of dates iu their garden (116). Tho bride

and bridegroom becamo Christians, and with thorn were convortod

the king and all his family (142). On arriving in India tho saint

pleased the king greatly by his description of tho proposed palace

(163). lie went throughout the country preaching the Gospel and 381

converted many; and ho built churchos and appointed priests (171,

172). When the king returned after an absence, and found his palace

unbuilt, he cast tho saint into prison, and swore that he would scatter

hit ashes to the wind (174, 180). Tho king's brother having died, a

funeral pile was kindled, and a great company assembled ; the dead

man rose to life, declaring that this was through the power of St,

Thomas (185, 193). The restored man then went to tho prison,

thanked the saint, and asked forgiveness for the king (214, 216). Tho

king also prayed for pardon, and released the snint (219). The king 383

and all the people wero converted, as many as fourteen thousand

men, women, and children (235). St. Thomas set a priest over each

church, and went further into these lands to preach Christianity (239).

In another countryhe performed many miracles, and was reputed a

god (241, 247). The people brought him prosonts, and wished to

crown him a king, but he refused ouch kindness (253). Thomas

having prayed for the deaf and sick, a heavenly light cured all (272).

Migdoma, wife of the king, having heard the saint preach and scon

his miracles, turned Christian (290, 316). A son of tho king was

restored to life by him (346). Because he had convortod Migdouia, 387

Thomas was seized and tortured by the king (374). He was placed

in a fire, and then in a red-hot oven, but was unharmed (383, 389).

The idols melted like wax at his word (409). One of the heathen

priests in great rage killed the saint with a sword (423). Some of the

converts buried his body with great honour (433).

67. Mathias the Apostle. St Mathias and St. Paul were the last 389—

chosen of the apostles (10). Mathias miraculously restored sight

to three hundred blind men (29). He was martyred with great
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tortures br the ruler of Judoa (33). His body was buriod at St

Mary's in Bomo (37).

58. Here begins the Life of St. Silvester. St Silvester was Tope 391—302

during the happier days of Christianity in Borne (1, 6). lie buried

St. Timothy's body, which had been thrown after martyrdom into

a loathsomo place (10, 10). The ruler seized Silvester, and cast

him into prison, but was choked with a fish-bone (25). The rulor's

counsellors asked the saint for mercy, and set him free (33). Silvester

was Pope for moro than twonty years (Gl).

59. Eustace. St. Eustace, then named Placidas, while hunting a 393—402

stag was spokon to by tho animal in tho voice of our Lord (13), Ho

and his family became Christians (35). It was foretold that ho would

suffer woo, and shortly after this ho lost all his possessions (44, 57).

His wifo was taken from him by a shipman ; one son was carried off

by a wolf, tho other by a lion (73, 89). lie feU into great distress

(117). Tho emperor tried to find Eustace, and at length ho was dis

covered (153), led the emperor's army in battle, and conquered his

enemies (109). Two of his lieutenants he found to be his own sons

(181). His wife was shortly afterwards restored to him (227). lie

returned in .joy to Borne, accompanied by his wife and sons (201). Iu

tho temple Eustace refused to worship idols, and was cast into a den

of lions ; but thoy did not touch him (275, 292). Ho and his family

suffered death by fire (312). Their bodies were found to be whole

after tho burning (321).

00. John the Apostle. St. John tho Apostle was the son of our 402—417

Lord's aunt, and brother of St. James (1, 2). He was twelve months

younger than our Lord (7). St. John was brought before the

emperor Douiitian's judge, condemned on account of his faith, and

thrown into burning oil, but came out unhurt (45, 57). Then ho

was outlawed to Patmos, whero he wroto the Ajiocalypse (72). Ho 404

returned to Ephesus, and there restored Drusiano to" life (91). At

the entreaty of the Christians of Ephesus, St. John wrote his Gospel

(131). By his prayer a heathen temple fell down with groat noise

(179). In order to convort Bishop Anstodemus, ho drank poison and

remained unhurt (197, 222). Aristodemus and others wero converted

by tho miraculous powers of the apostle (241). He turned bows and

arrows into pure gold, and stones into gems (203). He raised a dead

man to life (275). At his bidding tho restored man reproached two

deserting Christians, and they repented (291). Ho justified his play

ing with a pet partridgo, as the mind, like a bow, must deeds unbend

(325). A bishop, who was entrusted with tho churge of a young man,

nt'ter a time allowed him to fall into sin (359). Having heard that the

youth had become an outlaw, St. John rode out to find him (415). 414

Ho discovered the youth, and brought him back to virtue (427). In

a vision of our Lord and His disciples, the apostle was summoned to

heaven (447). He ordered a four-cornered pit to be dug close to the

altar in his church; and thore he died (454, 480). St Edward, king

of England, gave a ring to tho apostle in the guise of a poor man, and

it was sent back to him with a message (498, 513).

01. All Saints' Day. There are five reasons why it is kept (1, 16). 418—420

Pope Boniface had the church of " Marie La Boundo " built at Borne

(25). All Saints' Day was altered by Pope Gregory to Nov. 1. On

this day tho warden of St Peter had a vision of Christ in heaven, and

of the saints (47, 78).

02. All Souls' Day. A fair vision on this day an angel showed to 420—4 3\
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the Pope at Borne (3). He thought ho saw many men lying on beds

of gold, and many moro sitting at a high board, supplied with every

thing they wished ; others going about linked, and others an-hungercd

(4, 8). He was told that this was Purgatory (10). Those who lay on 421

gold beds were they who had been charitable on earth, and that had

masses sung for them (12). Those who were an-hungored wore mcu

for whom no masses wcro sung (16). It was founded to relieve men

from small venial sins (34). The only joy in Purgatory is the hope of

future happiness (52). It has five different districts : the first is in tho

firmament ; the second in the air above us ; tho third on tho earth

where we live ; the fourth in tho wotor ; the fifth deep under tho earth,

close to hell (81, 86). There are four reasons for this (89). A man in

the earthly purgatory for whom tho mass was sung passed to the joy

of heaven (1 16). St Theobald, when afflicted with gout, was benefited 424

by a soul in ice, who oskod him to sine mosses for him (127, 150).

Prayers, almsdeeds, and masses help out of purgatory (170). It is

related that skeletons in a churchyard fought on behalf of a praying

man (17"). 184). A man called Stephen, who helped a friend with alms,

was on this account saved (103). A man who nad fallen into a ditch

under a rock was fed by his wife's offerings at mass (215, 252). The

three kinds of people who go straight to heaven are young children,

martyrs, and pure men (265, 280). Children at death go through pur

gatory like lightning (297). St. Stephen and St. John saw straight

into heaven when they died (303, 320).

63. Edmund the Confessor. St Edmund tho Confessor was born at 431—1

Abingdon (3). His mother's name was Mabile (5). He and his brother

Robert went to Paris to school, where they wore a hair- shirt two or

three days a week (19, 46). Ono day St Edmund, having left his

piny to pray, was talked to by another child, who proved to bo Jesus

Christ (59, "79). When at College at Oxford he kept himself pure, 434

and once flogged a girl who had come naked into his bed (89, 107).

His mother died and was buried at Abingdon, with " Muhilc, flower

of widows," graven on her tomb (144). Edmund put his sisters in a

nunnery, according to his mother's request (147). Ho wore hair-

shirts, and underwent penance (171). Ho was wont to pray to Christ,

the Virgin, and St John. One day ho forgot it, and St John caino

'with a staff and threatened to strike him, but forgave him (217). Ho

learnt arithmetic at Oxford, but then turned to divinity, and taught 438

it to scholars (235, 255). Ono day in a vision he saw a dove bring

him Christ's' flesh, and then ho disputed wonderfully concerning the

Trinity (265). He forgot ono night to think of Christ's passion ; the

devil took hold of him to stop him from crossing himself, but he

thought of the Passion, and caught the devil by tho throat, who con

fessed that the Passion was the best protector against him (285, 313).

He arranged his time so as never to bo idle, and became a great

preacher (323). He was chosen to preach for the Crusade in England 440

(329). He performed miracles while he carried this out at Oxford

and elsewhere (341, 382). He was made Canon of Salisbury, and nono

was held his peer in goodness in the country (391). He was elected

Archbishop of Canterbury, but only by his bishop's command did he

accept it (415, 451). He was earnest in penanco and fasting, and had

always pity on poor men who were persecuted (462). So good was he,

that the devil raised strife between him and King Henry (John's son),

who held the convent of Canterbury against him (488, 493). Though 440

the Legate was against him, St Edmund held out, disregarded tho
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king's throats, and cursed him and all oppressors of the Church (314).

Following Bekel's cxnmple, St Edmund went to France, to Ponteney,

and then to Soycie (556). There he died, in the year 1242 a.d., and

his body was buried at Ponteney (58S).

64. Martin. St. Martin's father wan a knight, and at tho age of 449—456

fifteen his son was taken into battle with him (1, 14). In his eigh

teenth year he gave a beggar half his cloak, and became a Christian

shortly after (19). In a subsequent battlo ho refused to fight, and

went into the encounter unarmed (33. 53). Then he turned monk,

nnd was captured by outluws (61). Ho converted the outlaws (69).

Ho raised a dead man to life (81). On account of his piety ho was

made Bishop of Tours (9-1). Ilo had miraculous powor over fire, tho 431

trees, venomous worms, birds, and beasts (108, 130). On ono occasion

ho made greyhounds stop hunting a hare, and ho drove out tho devil

from a mad cow (142, 148). In a burning house ho slept without

harm (194). The devil tempted him with rich apparel, but the -saint

dofeated his trick (229). When he died people hoard the angels sing

as they bore him to heaven (257). His death took place in the year

400 A.I). ; ho was eighty years of ago (259).

65. Leonard tiie Confessor. Leonard lived about the year 500 A.D. 456—462

(1). None was held in greater esteem bv the King of France (4).

Ho wns called " Prison's lord," because of his mercy to prisoners (1 1).

Ho refused a bishopric (15). Ho preached long in Orleans, and then

in Aquitaino (18). Ho saved tho life of tho French queen and her

baby, nnd in gratitude tho king gifted bim with a wood and an abbey

(59). Ho died at a rather early ago, and was buried in a spot which

remained green whilo all around was covered with snow (97). Tho

saint proved his power after death by freeing ono prisoner, and

breaking through all obstacles for another (113). Others ho freed in

Germany and Brittany, and punished their oppressors (151). So

many miracles ho did on behalf of prisoners, that it would be impos

sible to relate thorn (179).

60. Maodalexe. Tho word Mary means brightness ; nnd it betokens 462—480

star of the sea, and sorrow and bitterness (11). Mary Magdalene was

lx>rn in tho castlo of Magdale, and hence her surname (17). Lazarus »•

was her brother, nnd Martha her sister (21). When her parents died

their property was divided among their throo children (37). Mary

then passed her lifo in fleshly sin (50). There was no fairer woman

than she in all the land (03). At length she repented, nnd in the

house of Simon tho leper anointed Christ's feet with ointment (85).

Our Lord rebuked Judas and Simon for objecting (113). Christ thon

forgave her, and drove 6cven devils out of her (1 37). Mary converted

many ; sho was kind to tho sick, nnd turned groat numbers from 466

lechery (159). Sho and other Christians wore driven out of Judea,

and put in a shin without food (175). They landed at Marseilles, and

thero they found no friend (181, 183). Mary preached Christ to the

idol-worshippers at Marseilles, with bold words and bright face (203).

A Saracen prince with his wife and followers was touched bv her

(227). He and his wifo promised to become Christians if they should

get a son (291). On the voyage, to Borne the Saracen queen died in

childbirth (359). The dead wife and living child wore left on a rock,

while the father went to Borne (401). He was welcomed and com

forted by the Pope, and St Peter took him to the Holy Land (418,

426). St Peter then bade the prince go back to Mary Magdalene and

be baptized (450). He found his wife and child alive (468). He and

LEGENDS OF SAINTS. d
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his wife were baptized (323). Mary wont into tho wilderness for

thirty years (538). Daily sho was lilted up towards heaven by angola 477

(546). Sho told her story to a hermit, and predicted her death (571). '.

She was borne by angola to Bishop Maxiinua at Marsoilloa (614).

There she was shriven and died (634).

67. Ypolite. St. Ypolito was a knight, and was convertod by St 480—4''

Laurence (1, 2). He refused to worship heathen gods, and was

cruelly beaten with whips and staves by command of Dociua (31).

lie was then richly clad and set on high, but still refused to do

homage to idols (44, 53). Ho was tied to tho tails of wild colts, and

dragged through briars and thorns till he diod (73).

73. Life and Passion of St. Blase the Martyr. St Blase was 485—4;>.

born in Cappadocia (2). Ho lived in tho desert, and there cured sick

beasts (10). He was taken beforo tho justice on account of his Chris

tian faith (24). As he was being led to the placo of judgment ho

worked miracles (33). Ho was condemned, hung up, and tortured

(83). Some women converted by him woro martyred (127). Thoy

were unable to drown St Blase (143). At last his head was struck

oft" (191).

74. Life and Passion of St. Cecilia tiie Martyr. St Cecilia mar- 490—49f

ried Valerian, but told him that her chastity was guarded by an angol

(6, 15). Cecilia's guardian angel was revoalod to him after ho became. >

a Christian (69). The angel gave to both of them garlands of roses <

and lilies. They converted their brothor Tibura (129). When any

Christians were martyred Valerian and Tibura were wont to bury

them (134). Because of this they were seized and martyred (139,

173). St Cecilia buried them, and on refusing to worship honthen

gods was thrown into boiling water, and her head half cut off (209,

229). She lived three davs thus wounded, and turned men to Christ



LEGENDS OF SAINTS IN MS. LAUD 108. .

10 Sancta. cms1

"U E holie rode i-founde was : ase ich eov noupe may telle. [«*• "1

* Costantyn pe Aumperour : muche hejiene folk gan a-quelle,

For huy ore louerd iesu crist : to strongue dejie broujte,

And alio j>e hefene men pat neij him were : sone he dude to noujte.

Eleyne, pat was is moder : to Ierusalem he sende

to sechen after pe holie rode : and heo gladliche forth i-wende.

J)o heo cam pudere, heo liet one : ase heo hire red hadde i-nome,

Jjat alle pe giwes of pe cite : hifore hire scholden come. 8

Jjo pe giwes i-somoned were : huy hadden grete fere ;

gret conseil huy nomen pare-of : jwat pe enchesoun were.

Jjo seide on, pat hiet Iudas : " Ich wene pat ich wot

Jwat pis 8omunce a-mounti schal : jif pat ich ou telle mot. 12

Ich wene pat po quene enquori wole : ase heo hadde i-poujt,

Aftur pe rode pat Iesu crist : to depe was on i-bro^t.

])at non of eov ne beo so wod : pat pare-of a-knowe beo I

In conseil ich eov telle wole : pat mi fader tolde me. 16

J)o mi fade' symoon : in is depe vuele lay,

In conseile he was to me a-knowe : po he pcne dez on him i-saij :

" • Iudas,' he seide, ' leoue sone : jif hit bi-tidez so

)3at men enquerieth aftur pe rode : pat Iesus was on ido, 20

Loke pat pov beo a-knowe pare-of : are men pe aquelle I

pat Zachee, mi fader, tolde : in conseile ich pe telle ;

A luyte bifore is depe he seide me : pat he was atpe dede

to burie pe rode op-on Caluarie hulle : ase huy nomen heom to rede.

1 This legend, which is counted a* 10th in the MS. is preceded by (1) a poem on

the Life and Passion of Christ (wanting the beginning and end), ed. by me under

the title of ' Leben Iesu, ein Fragment,' Munster, Begensberg, 1873, and (2) by a

poem on the Infancy of Christ, ed. in 'Altengl. Legenden,' Paderborn, 1875,

pp.1— 61. Eight pieces, therefore, are lost before the legend of the Holy Rood.
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2 DISCOVERT OP THE CROSS BT ST. HELENA.

Leone fader, ich seide }>o : jwat cilede eov, alas,

Jwy wolde je him to defo do : jwane he so guod was t

he seide fat £01-113 him it nas noujt : ake for fat he with-sede

Mine felawes of heore lawo : huy duden him to defe, 23

And sethfe in sepulchre leiden him : and he a-ros to liue

Fram defe fene fridde day : Mid is woundeno fiuo,

Jjene fourteofe dai fare-Afterward : to heouene he wende an heij

In fe londe of Galilee : fat muche folk it i-soi j ; 32

Twelf Monfe it was fare-afterward : and half jer and more

Jjat Steuene, fat [was] mi hrofur : prechede of is lore, 34

£e Giwes him ladden with-oute fe toun : and freowen him with

stones

And fare-with brou;ten him to defe : and dehruysden alio is hones ;

J3e.no Morewe aftur Midewinter day : to defe huy him broujte,

And noufe he is in fe hlisse of heuene : and fat he wel deore a-

boujte."'

H )3o Iudas hadde fis tale i-told : fe giwes seiden, ase huy stode :

" Kener er ne hcorde we telle : fus m iche of f0 rode." 40

Jjo fe tyme icome was, : bi-foro fe quyene huy come.

" Cheoseth," seide fe Quiene a-non : " on of fis tweie domes ;

Lijf and deth eov is bi-fore : cheosez jwefur 30 wolle :

bote 30 me bringue fe holie rode : echone brenne 30 schulle." 44

gret fuyr heo liet makie : rijt bi-fore hore eijen. [u. iso.j

J3e giwes bi-gonne to crien loudo : fo huy fat fuyr i-seijen,

And seiden : " )if any man fare-of wot : fanne wot Iudas,

For Zachee, is fader fader : of swyfe gret power was 48

Jjulke tyme fat Iesus : was op- on fe rode i-do."

Jjo liet fe Quiene nirae Iudas : and alio fe ofere he1 liet go, »-i»o

And bad him beo a-knowe a-non. : he nolde for no frotningue. 51

J3e Quiene him liet wel faste bindo : and in strongue prisone bringue.

With-oute mete and drinke : fare seue dawes he lay ;

For strong hounguer he criede loude : fene seuenfe day

And seide : " bringuoth me out of pis wo : and ich eov [wole]1 lede

Jjare ich wene fat fe rode beo : ase mi fader me seide." >om. 56

Jjo he ont of prisone cam : with muche folk he wende

to fe place fare fe rode was : ase is fader him keude.



IUDAS (8T. QUIRIAC) FINDS THE CROSS AND PROVES ITS VIRTU*. 3

\)o he to fe place cam : a-doun he sat a-knco :

" Louerd," he1 seide, " jif it is soth : fat fou man and god beo 60

And fat fou of Mario were i-bore : sicnd us fine grace, » ms. i»o

Som tokningue, fat wo findo mowo < fe rode in fis place."

A-non so Iudas fis bone hadde : to ore louerd i-bede,

J5e hul bi-gan to quakien : and out of one stude 64

A smoko fare cam and wende an heij : and muche place fulde—

Swottore ping nas neuere non : fane fat smoke1 smulde. »ns.«»«k»

fo Iudas fis i-scij : loude he gan to crie :

" Iesus is on Almijti god : i-bore he was of fe maydene Marie I 68

he is wod fat ani ofur bi-leuez : ase ich habbe mani a day.

Taken ichullo cristin-dom : ich for-sake here fe giwene lay."

he liet him crtstni hasteliche : and fo he icristned was,

He liet him nenne Quiriac : fat erore hiot Iudas. 72

fio nomen huy spade and schouelo ; and ner fo place wende

And bi-gonne forto deluun denpo : faro ase fe smoke out kende.

So fat huy founden roden freo : fp huy hadden i-doluo longue :

J3e rode fat god was on ido : and fat fe tweie fooues weren on an-

honge 76

bi-side ore louerd, him for-to schiende. : fo nusten huy of fe freo

y>o holie croyz fat huy sou j ten : ; wich it mijte beo.

Nafeles huy nomen alio freo : and toward toune heom bere

To Dame Heleyne, fo guode Quene : with wel glade chore. 80

bi fe weye ase huy comon : men gonno a-jein heom bringue

A ded 3ong man ope one bcro : toward burcjinguo. 82

Quiriac nam fat o rode : and efft-sone fat ofur,

And leide op-on fat dede man : ake he no a-ros for nofur.

Jjo fridde huy leide op-on him : and he a-ros wel bliuo

And fonkede jeorne godes sone : fat fram defe him broujte to Hue.

po cam fe deouel jeollinde forth : loude he gan to grede :

" Alas, noufe [is] mi power idon : eueref[t] more," he sede ; 88

" Iesus, Iesus, jwat, fenxt fou : al folk to fe ledel

J)ou hauest here men to warde i-jiue : fing fat ich most drede, [foi. u]

)3oru3 3wan ich was furst ouer-come : ake noufe ich am al at grounds.

Alas fulke soruwe : fat heo euere was i-founde 1 92

For i-ne habbe power non so grot : on eorfe a-mong manno,

b s



4 THE DEVIL LAMENTS. JUDAS THEN FINDS THE NAILS.

3if man fourmeth enes pe croyz : a-non f>at i-no mot panne.

)3.ire-fore ich wot pat euercch man : wole nou pe sope i-se

£at pe croiz me hauez ouer-come : and al bi-leue me. 96

Alias, alas pe time, i seije : al ich worpe noupe forsake !

Iudas, Iudas, jwat was pe : hou hauest pou on i-takel

Jjoru; A Indas, pat was jwilcne : Iesus to depe ich broujte,

And nov poruj Iudas ouer-come ich am : and i-broujt to noujte. 100

Strencpe ne worth me neuereft nou : bote ani man wolle with

wille

Serui me to paye is flesch : is soule for-to spille ;

Noupe mi strencpe is me bi-nome : fondi ich mot with giune

And with traisun, jif ich mai : ani man to me i-winnc. 104

I-ne may here no leng bi-leue : for pis me pinchez longue ;

For pe creoiz pat me is so neij : in pine ich am ful strongue."

IVdas seide : " go heonne anon : and ne cum1 here non-more !

I-founde is, pei it late beo : pat schal ouer-come al pi lore. 108

He pat haueth here pis dode man : fram depe i-broujt to liue,

Pulte pe and pipouwer al : into hello grounde bliue." • us. n cam k* «m

Muche was pe Ioyo of pe croyz : pat men maden po pere ;

With gret song and with processioun : to pe Quiene huy hire here.

Jjo nam Iudas cristindom : and po he ibaptized was,

he liet him cleopien Quiriac : pat erore iiiet Iudas. 114

pe Quiene of seluer and of gold : one riche schrine heo wroujto,

And deorewurthe rimstoncs : and pe Rode paro-inne1 heo broujte.

Op-on pe hulle of caluarie : pare huy pe rode founde, > vs. tnnM

A noble churche heo dude a-rere : I-hered beo pulke etounde 1 113

Jx> wilnede pe Quene muche : After pe nayles preo

3ware-with ore louerd was : inailed to pe treo. 120

Quiriac, pat hiet er Iudas : wende to pe place

Jjare ase pe croiz i-founde was : and bad ore louerdes grace,

Jjat he, ;if is wille were : pe pre Nailes him sende.

po Nailes with lijtingue gret ; op of pe eorpe wenden. 124

Quiriac ponkede Ihera crist : and with gret Ioye heom nam,

And bi-tok heom heleyne, pe guode Quene : po he to hire cam.

)>os was pe holie Bode i-founde : pe pridde day of May,

)»t we holdex in holi churche : pe holie rode-day. 128



BISTORT OF THE CROSS: ADAM, DYING, SENDS BETH TO PARADISE 5

FOR THE OIL OF MERCY.

Quiriac, fat fe rode fond : sethfe bischop was—

he is noujio in heouene soint Quiriac : fat erore hiet Iudas.

bi-seche we fe holie croiz : fat broujte fane Deuel to grounde,

And seint Quiriac and seinte heleyne : foruj jwara heo was i-founde,

)3at huy bi-sechen him for us : fat on fe Rode schedde is blod,

]5at we moten to fe Ioye come : of heuene fat is bo guod. 134

"KOrou; a treo we weren fur-lore : and furst i-broujt to grounde,1

J And foruj a treo to Hue i-brou;t : i-hered boo fulke stounde I

Al it2 cam of one more : fat us to defe broujte, p ul u b.] » ms. a ut

And fat us broujto to Hue a-jcn : foru Iesus fat us boujte.

Of fe Appel-treo fat ore furate fader : fane Appel of nam,

In fe manere fat ich ov telle wole : fe swete rode cam. 140

J)o Adam, ore furste fader : fe sunne hadde i-do,

I-driue he was out of parays : and eue, is wijf, also.

Aftur milce joorne he aide : fei it to lato were.

For one bi-heste fat he of ore louerd hadde : fo fe Aungel him drof

out fere : 144

]3at, 3wane fe time were fol-fuld : ore louerd him wolde bi-fenche

And with Oyle of milco sincorien him : and is sunnes a-quenche ;

gret hope hadde Adam to his bi-heste : fere-after euere-mo,

Ase he In fe ualeye of Ebron : leouede with teone and wo. 148

Twei sones he hadde : fat heijtcn Caym and Abel ;

For onde fe on a-slou; fat ofur : ase 30 i-wuten it wel.

)3o Caym hadde is brofer a-slawe : i-flemd he was fare-fore.

And fo Adam i-saij fat he hadde : beie is sones for-lore, 152

he weop and made deol i-nouj : "louerd," he seide, "fin ore 1

Nei) womman ich habbe to muche i-beo : i-nelle neij hire come non-

more.

Jjreo harmes ich habbe for hire *-haued : mi-sulf furst for-lore,

And noufe mine sones, a weilawei I : and of alio womman1 is more."

J50 nolde Adam come neij is wijf : to hundrede )er and more,

For wo fat he hadde for hire i-haued : euoro he liuede in sore. 153

Of ore louerd he hadde tockningue sethfe : fat he scholde to is wiue

wiende ; 1 ms. ioona

Jjo ne dorste he noujt fare-ajein beo. : a child he hadde atfonende,

Seth : he liet it cleopie : and sethfe he hadde mo.



6 THE WAT TO PARADISE. WHAT BETH BEES THROUGH THE GATE.

Al is lijf fe selie man : leouede in teone and wo. 162

Jjo he was of Xin lioundret $er : and to and fritti old,

po strencfe him failede in is limes : is bodi bi-cam al cold ; 164

he ne mijte noujt a-boute fe eorfo swinke : ne fe weodes up drawe ;

Of is lijf he was a-nuyd : and wolde beo dcd wel fawe.

he sat and carede of is lijf : he cleopede is sone Seth :

" leoue sone," he seide, " ich am weri of leoued : and wilni mucho

mi dez. 168

po ich was out of parays idriue : ore louerd bi-hiet me fere,

With eoyle of milce to smeorio me : jwane it time were.

So longue ich habbe fare abede : fat i-ne may libbe more ;

to parays fov most fare-aftur go : and bidde him milce and ore. 172

Jje Aungel fov schalt fare finde : fat drof me fram fe jate ;

Seie, ich abide fu!ke bi-heste : and me finchez it comez to late,

And seie, elde mo hath oner-come : fat I-ne may libbe longue,

bide him fat ich deije mote : and fc eoyle of milce a-fongue." 176

" I-ne can nnnne wei," quath is sone : " fuder-ward, aso ich wene."

" Leoue sone," Adam scide : " fe wei is wcl i-sene.

Jwane fou comest to fe heucd of fis valeie : a grene wei for schalt

wiende,

J)at gez euene rijt puyr est : and to parays gez fat on ende ; [W. t»]

J>are-forth comen fi moder an ich : fo ich parays for-liet :

Euerech stape fat we stepen : for-barnde onder ore fet ; 182

2fe mijte fare neuere-eft gras on growe : and al fe wei elles is grene ;

For fe foule sunnes fat we duden : ore stapen booth euere i-sene.

J)are fov mijt with-oute faille : to parays euene gon."

Seth nam is fader blessingue : and wende him forth a-non. 186

pe stapen he fond for-welewede : ase is fader him sede.

Jx> he to fe jate cam, : he ne dorste gon in for drede. 188

An Aungel cam sone to1 [fe] jate : and axede 3wat he soujte. > Ms.ur

he seide fat one tifingue to him : fram is fader he broujte :

paX be wes old and weri of leoued : and fat he was of-longuei sore

After fe bi-heste fat him was bi-hote : for he ne mijte libbe non-more.

H " Je," seide fe Aungel, " is he so t : he ne schal farof noujt doute.

pult in fin heued here atfe 3ate : and stond fi-sulf with-oute 1 " 194

So grot delijt he hadde and Ioye : of fe foulene murie song ;



AN ANGEL GIVES BETH THREE KERNELS OF THE APPLE-TRE1, 7

TO LAT UNDER ADAM'S TONGUE.

A grene he i-saij of grete swotnesse : and faire flovres fare among,

Ech mancre fruyt fare he i-saij : fat smulde al-so wei swote :

him fou^te of eche manere vuel : Aman mi$te habbo is bote; 198

him foujte, jif he moste fere : bi-holden In anie stounde,

he mijte euere in Ioye libbe : and is limes beon hole and sounde. 200

A-midde fe place, fat was so fair : he saij a swifo fair welle,

Fram jwam alle fe wateres on eorfe comiez : ase fe boc us dez telle.

Ouer fe welle fare stod a treo : with bowes brode and lere,

Ake fare nas opon nofur lief ne rinde : bote ase it for-oldet were ;

An Addre it hadde bi-clupt a-boute : al naked with-oute skinne—

)>at was fat treo and fe Naddre : fat made Adam don furst1 sunno.

he bi-heold In fare-ate eft-sone : fat treo him f> oujte he seij > orig. t*

Faire i-leued and i-woxe : op to fe heouene an heij, 208

On ouewarde he i-saij a luyte jong child : in smale clofes i-wounde,

Jie More of fe treo, ase him foujte : tilde into helle grounde ; 210

Abeles soule is brofer al-so : him Jioujte he [fer] i-seij.

\)o drof fe Auugel him fram fc jato : fat he no moste mor come so nei}.

" J)at child," quath fe Aungel, " fat fou i-seijo : an heij opon fe treo,

Godes sone1 it was, fat on eorfe : for fine fader sunnes wole beo

And bringue with him fe eoyle of milce : jwane fe tyme ifuld is,

to smcorio fare-with and bringe of pine : fine fader and alle his." 216

j5o wende fe Aungel to fulko treo : Ane Appel fare-of he nam

And bi-tok Seth freo curneles far-of : fo he to him cam, ' MS. mi mm

And bad him legge fulke kurneles : onder is fader toungue

5 wane he were ded, and burien him : and lokie jwat farof sprongue.

IT Seth wende hamward ase ho cam : fe wei was wel i-sene,

For he iscij fe stapen fat weren i-brende : and fat ofur wei was al

grene. 222

po ho was i-comen horn ajon : his fader he fond ded.

he dude fe curneles onder is toungue : ase fe Aungel him hadde i-sed,

And sethfe he burede him in fe valeie of Ebron : ase it was riit

to don, poL n b.]

And of-swonk is owene mete : fo he nuste non ofur won.

In A fewe jer fare-Aftur-ward : fe curneles bi-gunne springe,

)3reo smale jerdene fare woxen of : faire foruj alle fingue. 228

jx> buy weren i-woxe in lengfe : of one Fine, ieh wene,



8 THE CROSS. THE SAPLINGS FROM THE THREE APPLE-KERNELS,

BROUGHT TO JERUSALEM BT DAVID, GROW INTO ONE TREE.

In fulke stat huy stoden longue fare : and eurre-moro grene,

A-non for-to Moyses fo profete : jeode fare in londe,

to lede fat folk of Israel. : and J>o he fond fe jerdene stonde, 232

" lo here," he seide, " gret bi-tokningue : of fe holie trinite,

Of fader and sone and holie gost : bi Jjooso jeorde freo."

he tok hem op with gret honour : and in faire clofe heom wond—

A suote smul fare cam of heom : fat smelde in-to Al fat lond. 236

to confermi fe bet is lawe : he bar heom forth on is hond ;

Ech rick man fat heom A-nourede : is hele a-non he fond.

to techen is folk fe rijte lawe : fe jeordene with him he ber,

And for-to hele sike men : to and fourti jer. 240

Sethfe fo he deije scholde : fe jeordene he sette er

Onder fe hullo of Tabor : and deide him-suluen fer.

pare stoden fis jeordene grene : more fane a fousend jer,

Forto seint Daui fe kyng cam : fat was of so gret power. 244

So fat he was foruj fe holie gost : i-hote forto hije

To fe hulle of Tabor : in fe londe of Arabic,

And fat he fulke jeordene freo : fette and with him nome.

Xie dawes he was fuder-ward : are he fudere come. 248

With gret honur he nam heom op : fo he fe jeordene1 fond—

be swotnes3e fat farof cam : fulde al fat lond. >hs. jwrder.

With grete melodie of is harpe : seint Daui fe jeordene nam

And ladde heom to Ierusalem : fene Nynfe day horn he cam. 252

In a priue stude he heom sette : ase it was in fe eueningue,

For-to a-morewe, fat he i-seije : jwodore he mi^te heom bet bringue.

A-Morewe, fo he cam fer-to : to one huy weren alle i-come,

and weren i-morede suyfe faste : fat huy ne mijten beo op

i-nome, 256

pat huy weren so alle to one i-woxe : jwat bi-toknede fis

bote fe fader and sone and fe holie gost : fat al o god it is t

Seint Daui a-boute fis holie jeorde : a strong wal he liet a-rere,

And nam guode jeme hov longue it woze : fram jere to jero : 260

With a beij of seoluer he bond : eche jeres schute fere,

bat he raijte atfe laste i-wite : hou old fat treo were.

So fat with-Inne fritti jer : fis treo wax wel on heij ; » t. am

bit ne wax fo none more : and1 he wast wel bi fe selnerne beij ; 264
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;e euere-more1 fare-Aftur-ward : fair and grene it stod. » vs. mo

int Daui it honourede muche : for he wuste fat it was guod.

1 seint Daui hadde i-wroujt : fe sunno of lecherie ' us. M

id man-slaujt, fo for is owene wijf : he1 het slen vrie, »Ms.j>«t 268

id ore louerd nam far-of wreche : swife sori ho bi-cam,

idcr fat trco is penaunco he dude : fat he pare-fore nam. [w. mj 270

makede he fere feno sautcr : is sunncs for-to bete ;

sonere is sunnes him weren for-jiue : for fe holie trco so sweto.

bi-gan he al-so for is sunnes : fo holie temple a-rere

rife noble in Ierusalem : ake he deide in fe fourteofe jere.

lorn on, his sono : fat after him was king fere,

tur him bulde fe temple forth : al-fat heo jare were. 276

and fritti jer he was fare-a-boute : and is fader fourtene al-ao ;

fat it was sixe and fourti jcr : are fat weor[c] was al i-do.

fat weork was almost 3are : heom failede a long treo.

1 holie treo was fairest fo : fat huy mijten oujwere i-seo : 280

J50 kyng Salomon it liet folio and hewe : ase quoynte-liche ase men

mijte,

id liet it meten and makien more : bi a fote fane fe ri;te.

it was i-broujt to fo rijto stude : and scholde boon ilaced fere,

was it bi a fote to scliort : ase euene ase huy it meten er. 281

Carpenters it lieten a-don : in stronguo wrathfe and grcte ;

no fing fat huy mijtcn it don : it nolde boon i-mete.

io brugge ouer ane olde diche : huy maden farof ate laste,

r wrathfe fat huy no mijten in fe temple : to none ofure weorke

it caste. 288

re-ouer eode mani man : fe 3 wilo it fare lay—

isten noujt alio hov holi it was : fat defouleden it al dai. 290

Quiene of Saba cam fare forth : and a-non so fat heo it seij,

kneo heo sat and honourede1 it : and nolde noujt come fare-nei'3.1

anobcr wei heo wende forth. : to Saloman heo cam, I JJf- '"«""*■
' ' ■ MS. noujt

t heo him hadde wel wide i-soujt : to leorni of him wisdom,

ru; grace fat ore louerd hire 3af : to Salomon he1 seide : > = i>«

t treo ne scholde noujt ligge fere : and be dude bi hire rode. 296

>t heo seide, fare schal1 a man : deie on fulke treo >r.§

mj 3warn al fo lawe of giwea : destruyd scholde beo.
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Salomon it liet nimcn sone : and onder eorfe it caste

Swife feor fram alio men : and burede hit wel faste. 300

So longue so it fare-aftur were : a faire welle fare sprong

And a fair jwater with grete fischsches : bofo deope and long.

Manie sike men fat fare come : and wuschschen heore fiet faron

Ofur heore hondene ofur bafcden Al : helfe huy hadden a-non. 304

Jtat watur huy loueden swife muche : and woldon fare-inne wade ;

Ake huy nusten noujt of fat treo : fat al fe vertuo made.

Sethfe fare-after longue it was : fat ore louerd on eorfe cam.

Anon so fat folk bi-spac is deth : and heore red fare-of nam, 308

JJat treo bi-gan to fleote : ase ore louerdes wille it was.

J)o giwes comen and founden fat treo : fleotinde fare bi cas :

boy nomen it op, for it fou3te fil and foul : and fare hadde i-leije

longue,

And maden farof fe holie rode : ore louerd faron to hongue, 312

For fat treo for-olded was : and huy heolden ore louerd lufur al-so—

Jeot hcom foujte fat treo to fair : fat he were fare-on i-do.

J>e crois aftur ore louerdes deth : deope under eorfo huy caste, [M. m b.]

J3are ase huy him to defe duden : and bureden it wel faste, 316

And fe tweie croiz al-so fare-bi : fat fo feoues on i-hanguede were.

tare hay leijen faste i-hudde : more fane to hondret jeres.

For fo titus and vaspasian : Ierusalem nome1 > r. hidd* i-nonw

And hadden alle fe giwes destruyd : fat neuere-eft huy fare ne come,

And al fat lond was i-broujt : in fo Anmperoures hond of Rome

And with is men i-fuld and al i-set : to nimen fer-to gome, 322

Sethfe fare cam An Aumperour : fat hiet Adrian,

hefene he was and swife lufur : and werrede ech cristine man ; 324

For he wuste jware fe rode lai : fat god was on i-do,

And fat cristine men fe stude honoureden : jwane huy n^ten come

ferto,

he liet ane temple of Maumatcs : in fnlke stude a-rere,

Jj*t men ne mijten nou3t i-findo to louten heom to : bote maumatcs

alle it were. 328

J)ei cristine men fudere jeoden : huy ne dorsten ofur for doute ;

And muche ajein heore heorte it was : to ani maumete a-loute : 330

So fat huy lieten al fulke stude : and wenden a-wei for fere,
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jjat with-inno ane fewe jeres fere-aftur : no cristine man ne cam fere.

J}o Jiulko stude was al for-leto : and fare-after wel mani a dai,

f)at en's tine man ne paynim : nustcn 3ware fe rode lai,

Sethfe fare cam an : Aumperour : fat hiet costantin ; ' us. am

In wcorre and bataylle he was so muche : fat fare-of nas no fin. 336

po come is fon and wonne : muche del of is londe.

he jarkede al day al is Oat : a-jein hcom for-to stonde. > »•*

ASe he toward fe bataille wende : he bi-heold op and1 heij :

Him foujto fat a fair Croiz : op in heoueno he soij ; 340

Lettres he i-seij fare-on i-write : he bi-gan heom to rede :

" With fis signo fou schalt maister beo " : fulke lettres seden,

J)e Aumperour fis Onder-stod : fei he hefene were.

Ane croiz he liet makien sone : fat is men bi-fore him bere 314

In stude of his baner : in-to fe bataylle a-non :

And foruj vertue of fe holie croiz : he ouer-cam alio is fon,

he i-wan fe maistn'o and al is loml : in a luyte stounde fere.

[Muche he thoutho fer-aftenvard wat filke signe were.] l iSdtarTwlc

pe wiseste men of al is lond : he liet bi-fore him bringne uuvio! th*

And Axede heom of fe croyz : jwat were fe tokningne. 350

buy seiden him fat at Ierusalem : god was i-don on rode

And fe giwes hudden fe croiz fere : ase huy onder-stode. 352

*' Jwane ich habbe fare-foruj," quath fe Aumperour : " mine fon

i-broujt to grounde,

Of heorte ne worfe ich neuere blife : are fo holie croyz beo i-founde."

po fe Aumperour fe holie rode : and fe faire miracles i-sei;,

he liet him baptizen of fe pope : seint Siluestre, fat was fo him ful

neij. 35C

SEint Quiriac, fat Bischop was : prechede godes lawe.

pa lufere Aumperour Iulian : broujte him of dawe,

For fe holie rode fat he fond : and for he men fere-to drouj

to bi-lieuen on Iesu crist— : for he heold it al wouj. 360

J}o fe Aumperour hadde seint Quiriac : bi-foren him i-broujt, [w. m

he bad him bi-lieue on heore Maumates : and fo he nolde noujt,

his rijt hond he liet of-smite : And seide, " ich do fe fis,

For fou hast fare-with i-write : a-jein ore lawe, i-wis." 364

" )x>u lufere hound," fis ofur seide : " wel hast fou i-don bi me,
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Of mine guode J>ou were wel onder-stondo : ich aujte wel blesci fe :

For foil me hast1 fat lime bi-nome : fat me hath ofte to eunne

idrawe, > ms. m* hut m»

And ofte ich habbe fare-with i-writen : a-jein lean cmtes lawe, 368

J3e jwyle ich was a lufer givj : and on god ne bi-liefde noujt."

Jjo fis Aumperour fat i-saij : fat he nolde tayrae is foujt,

he made him drinke lead i-weld : and in is mouth helde it fere.

Euere sat fis guode man : rijt ase him no-fing nere. 372

Op one gredire he leide him sothfe : ouer a grot fuyr and strong,

To rosti ase men doth fersch flesch : fat were grece a-mong.

])at fayr was i-maud of col and grece : and salt was eke fer-to,

And is1 flesch fat was for-brend : fe woundene huy selten al-so. 376

])o he ne mijte fare-with tuyrne is foujt : and to defe [him] bringue,

he foujte ;if he mijte him tuyme : with anie ofur fingue. > at.oru

" Quiriac," he seide, " fench on fi-sulf : and do oftur mi lore :

Jif foa nelt ore godes honouri : bote fou wolle more, 380

Seije fat fou ne art cristine lioujt : and ichulle debonero beo ;

Jjat murie lijf fou schalt far-after lede : sone fou schalt i-seo." 382

po fe guode man nolde aftur him do : a Caudron he liet fulle

With eoyle, he liet it seofe faste : and fane guode man fare-inne pulle,

And seth fare-inne fane guode man : forto fat he weri was.

pc guode man herede ore louerd euere : and neuere fe worse him nas.

po fe Aumperour fat isai3 : fat he ne mijte him so ouer-come,

With a swerd he smot him foruj fe heorte : fo he was of bafe i-

nome. 388

his soule wende to fe Ioye of heouene : After is tormentingue.

Nou crist for fe loue of seint Quiriac : to fulke Ioye us bringue

AmeN.—

V»E holie Bode was i-founde : ase je wutez, in May : [> u s.Pto

* He was an-hauset in septembre1 sethfe : on fe holie rode-daij.

Aftur heruest he comez i-lome : and ofur-jwyle fare-Inne.

god us graunti for his moder loue : fe Ioye of heouene i-wynne.

Mani a jer fare was bi-tweone. : rijt is fat we telle

Of eyfur feste aftur ofur : nofur ouer-huppe i-nelle. 396

A kyng fare was in .perce. fo : Cosdroe was is name ;

Cristine men fat he mijte i-finde : Alle he broujte to schame.



CHOSBOES II. BRINGS THE CROSS TO PERSIA, ]3

AND FEIGNS HIMSELF GOD.

"With his lufere power he i-wan al-so : fe londes al a-boute.

And Jjo he cam to Ierusalem : of fe sepulchre he hadde douto 400

Jjat ore louerd was on i-leid : and a-non fat he fc sepulchre i-scij,

Of al is power, fat was so lufer : jeot ne dorste he come fare-neij.

Ake ane partie of fe swcto croiz : fat seinte [Helene]1 fudere broujte

he tok with him and wende him horn : and Jmdero non-more ne

fOliato. ' iupplled on tba margin. 404

Of fat treo he was wel prout : J>ei he him-sulf luyfur wore.

A suy be heij tour of gold and seluer : he liet him sone a-rere ; [foi. tr b.j

Of jymmes and of deorewurfe stones : fare-a-boue he liet do

Foourme of sonno and of mone : and of steorreno al-so, 408

Schininde ase fei it hcom-seolue weren : and tuyrno a-boute faste ;

Ase a fondringue he made swybe ofte : bat muche folk ofte a-gaste ;

)3oru j smale holes bi quoyntyse : bat watur al-so fere

Ofte he made to grounde falle : rijt ase it rein were. 412

Ase feor forth ase ani man coufe : he1 made2 with quoyntise, ■ ■/.am.

j3o fourme ase fei it an heouene were : he made on alio wise, • «im»ki«

On-ouewarde fe tour a-midde al fis : ane sege he liet a-rere,

to sitten bim-scolf far-inne ase a god : in heouene ase fei it were

In his rijt half one sege he made : his o sone he sette fere

In etude ase fei it were godes sone : fat non dufaute it nere, 418

In his leoft half he made an ofur : and a fair koc he liet fette

And in stude of fe holie gost : on his leoft half bi him sette, 420

And he him-seolf sat 1 fare-a-midde : fe fader ase fei it were, > us. jut

Sone and holi goat on eifur side— : welle, grot pruyte was fere I 422

Eraclius fe Aumperour : fat cristine man was, at rome,

Of fis1 misfarinde pruyde : he heorde telle i-lome : > Added on u» margin.

With his host he wende in-to is lond : and weorrede on him wel faste.

In his heouene ase a god he Bat : ase fei him no-fing ne a-gaste ;

So fat his eldeste sone : he hiet wimiden atfe lasts

Wit his Ost a-jein fe Aumperour : and out of his lond him caste—

For he ne deignede noujt him-seolf for him : of his heouene one a-

lijte, " .

Non more fane hit were a god : with corfeliche manne to fijte. 430

his sone a-jein fe Aumperour : with is ost he wende.

And fo buy toward fe bataille comen : eifur to ofur sende 432
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*

)3at huy bi-twene heom-seoluen tweine : pe bataille scholden do

And al heore Ost stondcn and bi-holde : and non ne come hem to ;

Jwepur of hcom a-boue were : habbe scholde po mi$te

Of pe opcres men and al is lond : aftur is willo it dijto. 436

po pis foresaid was i-mad : to-gadere huy smiten to grounde

And fonjten ase hit heore rijto was : and maden heom wel bitere

woundes.

Atpe laste }>e Aumperour : pano operne ouer-cam, > *i. bundoun

And al his folk, ase foreward was : into his power1 heom nam. 440

he liet heom cristni euer-ech-ono : and siwi him to ia willo.

Jte lnpere king sat euere at horn : in his heouene wel stille

Ase a god, and nuste noujt : pat he was bi-nepe i-brou jt ;

So vnele he was of his men bi-loued : pat huy nolden him telle noitjt.

Jjis Aumperour wende him forth : in-to his heoucno an heij

And fond him sitten pare ase a god : his sone him sat ful neij. 446

" Ille hail beo pou, false god : in pine false heouene i-founde,

"With pi sone and pi holie gost ! : je beoth neij a-swounde. 448

bi him pat pou countrefetest : pat for us polcdo wounde,

bote pou wol!e on him bi-licue : pou schalt here in a stounde

Of mine hondene polie deth : and pi prayte i-brou^t to grounde, [foi. w]

For al pine heouene i-nclle bi-leue : for marke no for pounde." 452

" lVT*y certes," pis opur seido : " pou ne schalt me so noujt lore

J. i J>at ich to anie manne a-bouwie scliullo : bote he herre pane

ich were."

Jje Aumperour drouj out is sword : and smot of is heued rijt pore.

his jongue sone pat sat bi him : pat was in his teope ^ere, 456

he bet cristny and maken him king : of al is fader lond.

his men ho jaf l al pat seoluer : pat he pere fond. > us. j»t

Mid pat gold and pe riche pingues : pat he fond al-so pere

be churchene pat pe schrewes destruyden er : pare-with he liet a-rere,

And made pare a lond wel bi-lieued : and guod in godes lawe ;

Alle pat nolden tuyrne to god : he broujto sone of dawe. 462

pe holie croiz pat he fond pere : pat ore louerd was on i-do,

A-doun he as nam with gret honour : and with him as ladde also 464

To pe boruj of Ierusalem. : and po he cam pare-bi-side,

Opon pe hulle of Oliuete : one stounde he gan a-bide.
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S wyfe irniche folk him cam a-boute : with gret honur with-alle

And jjonkeden god of fis cas : J>at heom was pare bi-falle, 468

Jjat fe swete holie croiz : to heom a-jein moste come

fat fe luyfere kyng Cosdroe : heom hadde fare bi-nome.

A-doun of fe hullo wende fe Aumperour : with fair processioun

Iiijt fane wei fat ore louerd jcodo : toward is passioun. 472

Jjo he cam ri^t to fe boruj : and wolde In atfe jate,

A fair miracle ore louerd sende : fat huy ne mijter. In far-ate;

For fe stones fat fare weren a-boue : a-doun a-non huy a-lijtcn

And stoden empne forth rijt bi fe ofer walle : fat no man In ne mijte.

Sori was fo fe Aumperour : and al is folk al-so,

And a-dradden fat he noujt wuyrfe nere : swuch a dede for-to do.

On god huy criden and wepen sore : fat he scholde heom grace siende,

Jif fat it is wille were : into fe boruj for-to wiende. 480

fo stod fare An Aungel oucr fo $ete : A croiz he heold on honde :

" Sire Aumperour," lie seide, " fulke time : fat ore louerd was here

a-Ionnde,

Jjo he com in atfusso jute : to beo to defe ido,

Opon a seli Asse he rod : in feble clofes al-so j 484

he ne cam with none nobleye : so as fou dest nov,

With riche clofes and ofur pruyde : fei he were as heij as fov."

Mid fis word he wende a-jen. : fis Aumperour a-non

A-lijte a-doun and his clofes : he caste of euer-ech-on 488

A-non to is schurte and to is briech : sore weopinde with-alle.

J)e stones arisen op a-jen : fat weren er a-doun i-falle,

And ech lai in his rijto stude : ase heo hadden er ido :

fat jat was opene ase hit was er : fe wei was clene al-so. 492

J>e Aumperour nam fe swete rode : and al a-fote in bar ;

Jjat folk him siwede with gret pres : muche love and blisse was far.

Jjare cam a-non so swote smul : ase hit fram heouene were ;

Muche was fe suotnesse and fe Ioye : fat in fe contreie was fere.1

J>e Aumperour bar fe swete croiz : in-to fe temple an heii, p fci.MbO

He bi-gan to singue fat newe song : bi-fore alle fat fare ware neij :

" Jsis1 croiz is8 brijtore to fis world : fane alle fe steorrene beo. ijj£»to

Jjou art for-to honori of alle men : and fou art a suyfe louelich treo,

holiore fou art fane al fat is : for fou one wnyTfe were
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Jjat fou fat trcsor of al fe world : al one opon }>o fou1 bere. > on. jxxi

Jjov swete treo fat bere on fe : fc sweto nayles al-so

And fe swete burfcno of godes sone : fat on }>o was i-do, 504

Sane noufe al f is compaygnie : fat hidere i-gadered is

And here to-day to-gadere i-broujt : in fine here^yngue i-wis 1 "

pe Aumperour song fo fis song : fat wel is 3 vy t vnder-stonde—

For 3uyt men it singuetli in holie churche : 3 wane huy berez fe croiz

on honde. 508

Al folk onourede al-so fe croiz : so feor forth, so huy listen it do,

With offringues and with song : and with ofur melodies al-so.

Jjoru vertue of fe swete rode : a-non-ri3t in fe place

Mani miracle fare feol a-day : foru ore louerdes grace. 512

A ded man a-ros fram deth to line : and ten men fat mesclcs wero,

And four men of strongue palasie : heore hele huy hadden rijt fere,

And fiftene men fat blinde weren : and manio ofere al-so

I-held weren foru3 is swete grace : fat on fe rode was i-do. 516

pis was fe holie rode-day : fat in Septembro is :

Jjare-fore men honouriez in holi churche : fulke dai, i-wis.

Mani miracle of fe swete rode : fe man fat heom telle coufe,

pare hath sethfe i-beo and al-so bi-fore : some we wollez telle noufe.

IN fe lond of costantyne fe noble : A gyw some-time fare was J "

In one churche him-seolf al one : ase it feol bi cas ;

he stod and bi-heol[d] fe rode : ore louerd forto schiende,

And1 foujte to don fe rode schame : are eni man come fare-hende. 524

—In fe frote with a swerd : he smot fe sueto rode ; • r.»— fc*t

£at blod sprang on him anon-ri3t al a-brod : fat he was al a-blode.

Jjo was fe sckrowe a-ferd of cristine men : fat ani come atfe laste :

]3e rode he bar a-non-rijt a-wei : and in a deop put hire caste, 528

And at-orn him-seolf for drede. : a cristine man sone he mette,

Jjat hi-heold him hou he was bi-bled : and on him faste he sette.

"Schrewe," he seide, "3ware hauest fouibeo? : jwam hast fou i-

bronjt of dawe t

bou schalt a-bide here with me : and beo an-hongue ofur to-drawe."

" Certes," seide fes ofor, " i-ne habbe i-do : no man bote guod."

"J?ou lixt," seide fe cristine man : "and fat man mai i-eeo hi fis

blod." 534
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THE BLOOD CURES DISEASES. THE JEWS TURK CHRISTIANS.

" Louerd, merci," seide J>e givj : " to sofe noiifo ich i-seo

)3at cn'stinemannos god is muche and guod : bctcro1 ne may non beo.

doth mid me jwat je wollez : of-serued ich habbe i-wis : » abtam

For a rode ich smot a swife dcop wounde : and heo bledde on me fis.

And ich eov bidde cmtine-dom : are ich beo to dej>e i-do."

Cristine men fat f is i-heorden : ful sone buy jeoden him to, 540

Of fat )>e giv heom tolde : huy maden heom ful bold : CM. »]

buy wenden forth and founden )>e Rode : ase [he] heom hadde i-told.

huy wuschen hire clene and setten hire up : ase heo was er bi-fore ido.

Juyt is fo wounde in fe frote i-sene : and euere heo wole so. 544

J)e giv fat hire hadde so i-smite : i-cn'stned he was sone,

And guod lijf ladde, as it bi-feol : cristine man to done.^** *

ACristine man fare was jwile : in fo londe of Sicie,

A rodo he hadde in is hous : fer-on ofte to crio. 548

hit bifeol at is terme-day : fat he wende to an ofur iiine.

A giv cam sethfe and wonede fer : and nust noujt fe rode faro-inne.

J)o fe rode was fare i-founde : alle fe giwes as nome

And ladden as forth to heore Synagogue : ase huy ladden ore louerd

to dome ; 552

And also ase huy ore louerd beoten : fo rode huy beoten faste,

And spattcn on hure and boffatteden al-so : and ofte a-doun hire casten;

At fe rijt sido huy smiten a spere : ful deope in atfe laste :

J)at blod sprong out with gret strem. : fo weren fe echrewes a-gaste. 556

For huy nolden bi-blede heore synagogue : a gret fat and a muche

huy fette,

to hente fane strem of blode : vnder fe rode huy it sette ;

So fat heo bledde fat fat bretful : of blod, are hit stunte.

fo ne dorsten huy more schame do : fe rode ase huy munte. 560

Ake huy foujten to proui with fat blod : jwefer ore louerd were soth

and guod1: ir.nthgmi

Euerech sik giv fat huy kneowen : huy smeoreden with fat blod :

And heore hele huy hadden a-non. : fe schrewene onder-etode

fat heore lawe nas rijt noujt : fat ne bi-liefden noujt on fe rode : 564

to fe bischop huy wenden a-non : and lieten heom cristni alle,

And tolden al heore luyfere dede : ant hou it fare-of was bi-falle.

)}e bischop waste fis holie blod : ase relikes riche and guode.

LEGENDS OP SAINTS. c



18 THE nOLT CROSS. A JEW, BLESSING HIMSELF, FRIGHTENS THE

DEVIL. A NUN IS PUNISHED FOR NOT BLESSING HER FOOD.

gret miracle faro cam alday : of fulke swcto blode ; 568

So Jiat it was in-to manic etudes : I-fet, wide and side,

Jjat it is nonfe for relikes i-holde : in mani a lond wel wide.

In mani stude men seggez it is : of ore louerdes owene blode ;

Ako in eche stude it may wel beo : among o)>ere relikes guode. 572

AGiv fare cam to Rome jwilcne : fat ne mijto kerebeorewe non

i-winne : > us. hou« hom

In an old hous1 he lay him a-doun : fcor fram euerech Inne.

For he was in so wilde stude : of J>c deuel he draddo him sore.

he foi^to hou enstine men heom wusten : fram fo deoueles lore : 576

With fe croir he blessede him al-a-boute : an-auntre 3wat him bi-tidde,

J3ei he fare-on ne bi-liefde noi^t : and lay doun him-seolf a-midde.

A gret deouel fere cam In at mid-nijt : ase fei it a maister were,

And ofur deuelene with him i-nowe : ane chaiere with him huy bere,

Jjare-oppon huy setten fis grete maister : and he heom eschte a-non

Zch after ofur of heore dedes : and ^ware-a-boute huy hadJen i-gon.

jx> euerech hadde i-joldo a-countes : of schreu-hede huy hadden ido,

Jje maister lokede him bi-side : fane giv ho i-saij al-so. 584

. " Jwat is," he scide, " filke maister : fat ich in fulke huyrne iseo 1

ho made him so liardi and so wod : at oure a-counto to beo] [foi.tab.}

goth forth a-non and futleth him hiderl : we schullen maken him

with us telle."

So sore werth fe giv a-drad : fat he werth nei; out of is folic. 588

Jjo fe deuelene comen toward him : huy ne mijten come him neij,

Ake ech of heom a-drad was sore : fo he fat creoiz i-seij.

"Jwat noul" quath fis bolde maister : "jwyne habbe jo him i-

brou3t1"

" Sire, merci," fis ofere sciden : " we ne mowen come noij him noujt :

he is in a vcteles fat ampti is : ake with-oute i-armed faste."

po flouwen fe deuelene for fe croiz : fat sore buy weren a-gaste.

pe giv bi-liefde in godes sono : fat on fe rode was i-do,

And liet him cristni al-so sone : so he mijto come fer-to. 596

ANonne fare was of on Abbeie : fat in a day hire jeodo plcijo.

A fair herbe, fat men cleopez letuse : heo i-aaij stonde bi fe

weije:

In hire month heo pulte farof a lef : and ne blessede it noujt er :



J
ST. DUNSTAN: FOLKS' LIGHTS IN THE CHURCH ARE MIRACULOUSLY 19

PUT OUT AND LIGHTED THROUGH HIM BEFORE HIS BIRTH.

heo iwerth a-non out of hire witto : and feol a-doun rijt fer. 600

bat folk made gret deol for hire : and ech man ]>at hire i-saij.

An holi man fat farof heorde : fudcr-ward wende adai.

A-non so he cam toward hire : )>e deucl gradde for fere

And seide, " a weilawei ! 3 wat dude ich here : bote op one herbe sat

fcro >r.ml3 604

And heo me nam and swaluz1 me in : and hot me al-so wel soref

J)ou mi3t jwite me 3wat fou wolt : ake i-ne habbe gult non more."

" pou schalt," quath fis holi mnn : " an ofer .In. habbe to-jere.

For heo format to blessi hure : ful redi Jjou were fere." 608

jMrii} signe of fe holie croiz : fene deuel he drof out fere ;

3eollinde and fol sori he wende a-wei : with ful grislich bere.

pare-fore ich rede ech man beo i-war : fat wilncz wel to do,

blessi is mete are he it eto : fat he ne beo i-serucd so. 612

Noufe, god, for fe rode loue : fat fou were on ido,

bringuo us to fe lieijo Ioye : fat fou us boujtest to. Amen.

s

11. S. Dunstan.1

Eint Dunston was of enguelonde : i-come of guode more.

Miracle ore louerd dude for him : fe juyt he was un-bore.

For fo he was in his moder wombe : In a candcl-masse day,

pat folk was muche at churche : ase hit to fe tyme lay : 4

As huy stoden alio with heore lijfc : rijt also men stondeth }uyt non,

heore li;t queincte ouer-al : fat no mon nuste hou ;

here fat lijt barnde swife wel : and here it was al outc.

pat folk stod al in gret wonder : and weren in greto douto, 8

And bispeken ech to ofur : in jwuche manere it were

pat it qucinte so sodeinliche : al fat lijt fat huy bere.

Also huy stoden and farof spoken : in gret wonder cch-011,

Seint Dunstones moder taper : a-fuyre werth a-non 12

pat heo huld in hire hond— : heo nuste jwannes it cam.

pat folk stod and fat bihuld : and gret wonder far-of it nam ;

No man nuste fro whannea it cam : bote foni ore louerdes grace,

parof huy tenden alle heore lijt : fat weren in fe place. 16

> This legend, and S. Cristofer, I h»Te edited before in ' Lemeke, Jthrbuch fur

rem. und engl. poil., 1876.'

0 1



20 ST. DUNSTAK, BROUGHT UP AT GLASTONBURY, FOUNDS 0LA8T0X-

BUBT ABBEY, OF WHICH HE BECOMES ABBOT.

3wat was fat, fat ore loucrd crist : frain heouene }>at lijt sends [fcL m]

And fat folk fat fare stode aboute : heore taperes farof tends,

Bote fat of fulke holi child : fat was in hire wonibe fere

AI engaelond scholde beo ilij t : bet fane hit euer er were t— 20

J)o fia child was i-bore : his freond nomen fer-to hede,

buy leten hit do to Glastingburi : to norischci and to fede,

And to tcclien him his bileue al-so : his pater noster and credo.

]3at child wax and wel i-fcvj : ase it moste ncde. 24

To fe world he nam luyte jemo : for to alle godnesse he drouj ;

Ecli man fat heorde of him speke : hadde of him ioye i-nov).

po he confe mannes wit : to his vncle lie gan go,

pe Erchebischop of caunterburi : Aldelm fat was fo. 28

With him he maude ioye i-nov; : and euere fe leng fe more,

Jx> he i-sei of his gnodnesse : and of his wise lore.

For gret deinte fat he hadde of him : he dude him sone bringne

To fe prince of Engelond : Afelston fe kyngue. 32

Jje king him maude ioye i-nouj : and grauntede al his bone,

Of jwat fing fat he wolde him biddo : 3 i f it were to done.

Seint Dunston him bad ane place : fare he was forth i-broujt,

In fe toun of Glastingburi : fat he ne wernde him nou;t. 36

pe king grauntede him is bone a-non : and after him al-so

Edmund, is brofer, fo he was king : and in his power ido.

To Glastingburi he wende sone : fe guode man seint Dunston,

po bofe fe Ungues jeue him leue : Eadmund and Athelston. 40

U A fair Abbeye he let fare a-rero : ase men i-eeoth fare juyt

stonde,

Of blake Monekes, fat was a-rerd : fe furste of Enguelonde—

For ech Abbeie of Enguelonde : fat of blake Monekes is

Of fe hous of Gastingburi : furst sprang and cam, iwis. 44

Him-sulf ho nam fe Abite fere : and Monek formest bi-cam ;

Sone he was Abbot of fe hous : and gret couent to him nam.

. he makede fare godes seruise : studefast and stable i-novj ;

' Jjat couent fat fare-inne was : to alle guodnesse drouj. 48

pia holi Abbod seint Dunston : hadde gret power

"With fe king Eadmund, fo he was king : he was is conseiller.

After fe king Eadmundes defo : a guode jwyle it was a-gon



ST. DUNSTAN IS BANISHED BT EDWIN, CALLED BACK BT EDGAR, 21

AND MADE BISHOP OF WORCESTER.

Jjat Edwyne, is sone, was king i-maud : ake noujt ri}t sone after

a-non. 52

1T Jjis Edwyne hadde ful vuel red : and fare-aftur he drovj.

With seint Dunston he was wroth : and with wel gret wovj

Of his Abbeye he drof him out : and dude him schame i-novj ;

)3o more schame fat he him dude : fo more fc guode man lovj. 56

he let driue him out of Enguelonde : and let crien him Heme,

jjis guode man wende out wel glad : ne tok ho none 30010.

To f>o Abbeie of seint Amaunt : bi^eondo se he drouj,

And soriornede faro longue : and ladde guod lijf inovj. 60

IT J10 f0 king Edwyno was ded : Edgar, fat was is brofer,

After him was king I-maud : for he was ner fane ani oftir.

Swyfe guod man he bi-cam : and louede wel holi churche,

And ech man fat him to guode radde : aftur him he gan wurche. 64

U Men tolden him of seint Dunston : fat is brofer drof out of londe

With vnri3tht for is guodnesse : and he bi-gan him vnderstonde:

After him he sende a-non : fat he come o-jen sone

And with him bi-leue is consciler : of fat he hadde to done. 68

Seint Dunston cam horn a-ym : and faire was vnder-fongue,

And hadde his Abbeye al in pays : fram jwuche he hadde i-beo

longue.

Swyfe wel he was with fe king : and al his conseiller ;

Men speken muche of his guodnesse : wel wide feor and ner. 72

H Hit bi-fel fat fe Bischop : of wyrecestre was ded :

)3o kyng and fe Erchebischop Eode : far-of nomon heore red

And feue holie Abbod seint Dunston : Bischop huy maden fere,

For he scholde beo herre in godes lawe : fei it a-jcin is wille were.

Some men axeden at fe Erchebischope : of Caunterburi sire Ode

Jware-fore fat he him Bischop maude : and }\vj his graces weren so

guode.

" For he schal," seide fis guode Man : " aftur me here bee

Erchebischop of Caunterburi : and fat Men schullen i-see." 80

" 3wat wostfoul " fis ofere seiden : " fou spext folliche, i-wis,

Jjou nost non more fane fi fot : op-on god al it is."

" Mine leue frend," seide fis holie Man : " 30 ne dorre me blaraia

1101131,



22 ST. DUKSTAN IS MADE BISHOP OF LONDON, THEN ARCHBISHOP CF

CANTERBURY, AND REFORMS THE CLERGY.

For ich wot wel jwat ore loucrd crist : in mi Mouth hath i-broujt.

And ho-so with-seith oujt of Jmlke finge : fat ich eov habbe i-eed,

J3e sofe he mai sco, jif he liueth : after fat ich am ded." 86

51 Bischop he was of londone : seint Dunston, sethbo al-so,

Of londone and of wyrecestre : and heold bofe to. 88

hit bi-fel fat fe Erchebischop : of Caunterburi was ded :

pe pope and fe king Edgar : far-of nomen hcore red

And mauden fane guode man seint Dunstan : Erchebischop fere.

Guode men fat him i-knewen : wel glade far-of were. 92

pe cri? timlom of Enguelonde : to guod slat ho drovj

And fe rijtes of holi churche : he heold up faste i-nov).

he fonrmedc foruj al enguelond : fat ech person scbolde cheose

To witien him chaste fram lecherie : ofur his churche leoso. 96

Seint Athelwold was fulke tyme : Bischop of winchestre,

And Oswold, fe guode man : Bischop of wurecestre :

Jjeos twei Bischopes with seint Dunston : weren al at one rede,

And Edgar fe guode king : to done fat guode dede. 100

)>eos freo Bischopes wenden a-boute : foruj al Enguelonde

And euerech lufer person casten out : heom ne mijhto non atstonde ;

heore churchene and hcore ofer guod : clanliche heom bi-nome

And bi-setten as on guode men : foruj fo popes graunt of rome. 104

Eyjhte an fourti Abbeies : of Monekes and of nonnes

Of fat tresur buy a-rerden in Enguelonde : fat of porsones was so

i-wonne,

[Here a leaf is torn out in the MS., with the rest of this and the beginning of

the following legend ; only the first words of vv. 131-151 are preserved on a

fragment of the leaf. MS. Vernon, which has the same text, continues :]

[ffor so hit was bet bisct : fen hit were1 er on schrewe— ' <u. w.»

ffor whonne gode Maystres beof : sum goodnesse heo wollef schewe.

Code wcoren fe freo Bisscliopes : fat fulke tyme weren fo—

Jjo betere hit is in Engelonde : for hem euere-mo. 110

H Yr lord jaf seint Dunston : on eorfe so feir grace

J)at on a tyme, as he was : in a priuo place, 112

his ffadcr and his Modur ek : in fe Ioye of heuene an-heih,

Aflur fat heo weoren dede : wel aperteliche he hem seih.

Gret looe rr lord him kudde : whon he him schewede fere

So muche of his prinyte : fe while he alyue were I 116



ST. DUX8TAN HKARS ANGELS SING KYIUE ELEISON. HIS HARP 23

FLAYH AN AKTI1EM BY ITSELF. BE DIES.

IT As ho lay a nofur time : in his rcste a nilit,

he sayh fo Ioyo of licueno : and fo place fcr-inno wel briht ;

Aungels he herde syngen also : a Murie song fcr-Inne,

];at me syngef in holy Chirche : wlion me fo Masse bi-ginne : 120

Kyrio leyson xpe leyson : was fat Murie song—

J)e holi Mon fat fis i-hcrdo : hit no flouhte him noting long.

Wel ouhto he to heuene come : at his ende-day

Jjut, while he was alyne : so muche of heuene ho say 1 124

11 harpe he louede swifo wel : for of harpo he coujje i-noirh.

A day he sat in his solas : and a lay f cr-on he drouh.

])e harpe he hong vp bi f e wouh : fo hit was tyme to ete ;

Jjo hit was rcdi fer-to ibrouht : he sat doun to his mete. 128

Of heuene he gon fenche sone : of ioye fat was fere,

Of fe Ioyful blisse fat per was : among hulewen fat per were.]

lie* sat [as fei} he weore i-notno : so muche for-on he fouhte.]

his h[srpet fat heng so bi fe wouh : of whom he luytc Rouhte,] 132

heo gan [to kuife his holy fouht : ded treo feij hit were,]

Also it o[vr lordus willo was— : hire herden alle fat weoren fere.]

Al bi hiro-[self heo gon harpen : a Murie Antempne iwis]

Jjat men s[ingef jut in holy churche : fat on Englisch is f is] : 136

" halewene sfoulen glade beof : fat in heuene beof i-do,]

Jjat siweden [vr lordes wey : and for him schedden also]

heore blod for [his swete loue. : ferfore heo schulen wone]

And kyngues1 be [wif-outen ende : wif crist Gudus sone."] > v«m. knjriiu*

Jje1 Antenene fa[t murie is : as fis folk iherden alle,] > «/.J>u

Jje harpe song a[l bi hire-self : as heo heng bi fo walle.]

Faire grace ore l[ord him schewede for : wlion fat dede treo]

Scholde so singue [of fulke Ioye : fat he scholde Inne beo !] 144

Louerd, i-hered bco [fi grace : & fi niijte also]

Jjat voidest her1 [alyue for hint : such miracle do.] t » us. for

IT fo fis holie man [hedde i-lyucd : on eorfe mony a day]

And his ende-dai [was neih i-come : as he him-sclf say},] 148

An holi foresdai [he wex sek : as hit fel in fe }ere.]

he liet him clep[e of his frendes : fat specials to hym were,]

his men fat h[im serucden ek : he lette hem clepe also,]

[And for-jaf hem heore trespas : fat heo him hedden raisdo, 152

And a-soylede hem of heore sunncs : as he in Godus bendes lay.

And so he lay in fulke tymo : and eke fene ffriday.

* These beginning* of the next verses are extant in L. on a fragment of the foi.

t Vr. 143-4, om. in Vera, are added from MS. HarL



24 ST. AUSTIN, WITH 40 MONKS, 18 SENT BT FOPE GREGORY

TO CONVERT ENGLAND.

he lette clepe fe Saturday : fe fTrcrcs bi-foren him alle > r. b«m

And bad hem alle haue god day : and seide what him1 scholde bi-falle ;

he let him don al hie Rilites : and vr lordua flescli lie nom,

And wende ont of f is world : and to heuene wel sone com.

Now, ewete lord seint Dunston : bat vro Erchebisschop were,

Bring ve to be Ioye of heueue : as Angles bi soule bcro. Amen. 160

12 Austyn.

SEint Angustin, bat cmtendom : broulite in-to Engelonde,

Bilit is among opere i-wis : bat we him vndurstonde.

Seint Gregori fe holy Mon : pope was of Rome,

Engelond he louede muche : beih he ber neuer ne come. 4

Me tolde fat be lond was good : and fat hit hebene was.

Wel son was seint Gregori : fat hit cristene nag.

him-self he wolde habben i-went : in-to Engelonde,

Ac he ne rnoste for be Cardinals. : ac he sonde his sonde : 8

Wif ffonrti goode men : seint Austyn he nom

And sende hym in-to Engelonde : to preche cristendom,

]3at vchone Monkes weore : seint Austin and eke be ofere.

fforf lieo wenden euerichone : fat were alle as brefere— 12

Aftur fat God was i-borcn : ffyuo hundred jer hit was

Jjat seint Austin wende in-to Engelonde : to do fis goode caa.

he dredde him sore for he ne coufe : fe specho of Engelonde :

he nom men wif him fat coufen : fe speche vndurstonde. 16

% hco duden hem forf in fe s6e. : fo heo fider comen,

Toward fe hefene of Engelonde : fe rihte wey heo nomen.

In an He bi fe Est : Riht atte on ende

Jjia Goode Men gonnen aryue : as God wol[d]e hem grace sende. 20

Jjer heo nomen furst heore In : and nomen hem sone to Rede

lion heo militcn best on taken : to don fis holy dede.

H To fe kyng Afelbert, fat was fo : kyng of Engelonde,

Bi a qweynte Mesaager : feire heo senden heore sonde : 24

Jjat heo weoren Messagers : and from an lieij mon heo come

To don to him a Message : from fe Court of Rome,

Jjat scholde to him world wifouten ende : and to alle in his londe

To gret proa ben and to gret Ricbease : jif he hit wolde vndurstonde.

H Jjo fe kyng fis word herde : he stod a while in fount.

* Goode tifingea," he seide, " mot hit beo : fat heo me habbef i-brouht.

vndurfongef hem feire inouh : and honouref hem also,

And fyndef hem plente inouh : of fat heo habbef nede to, 32



BT. AUSTIN LANDS (iN THANET), AND IS KINDLY RECEIVED BT 25

ATHELBERT, WHO GRANTS I1IM RESIDENCE AT DOVER.

fforte ich habbe wif hem i-speke : and heore Message seo ;

God leae, as heo me bi-hoteb : fat hit mote to my proa beo."

his heste was ful wel i-holde : and me vndurfeng hem feire i-nouh.

Jje kyng toward fulke He : sone feraftur he him drouh.] 35

[Here L. continues, fol. 31.]

))o he to be .yle. cam : to seint Austyn he sonde,

pat he to him with his fclawes : to don is erende, i-wende.

H Seint Austyn him greijiede wel : and his felawes echon,

For-to fi^hte a-jein be Deuel : and to batayle gon : 40

huy mauden be signo of bo croiz— : obure Armes no hadden huy non

For-to done bis bataille : and to ouer-come heore fon.

Ane Croyz of seluer with fe fourme : of god huy leten a-rere

And in stude of Bancro : bi-fore heom huy bere, 44

And ;eoden forth wel baldeliche : ase hardie knyjtes and gaode,

huy 6iweden alle heore swete Baner : fe fourme of fe rode ;

pe letanie huy gonne singue : for prov of fc londe,

pat ore swete louerd heom sende grace : heore prechingue to vnder-

stonde. 48

1T pane kyng huy gretten swyfe faire : J>o huy to him come,

And seiden him be erende : J;at huy broujten fram fo court of Borne,

And precbeden him of cn'stindom : and of ore loucrdes lawe, » r. to

pat1 goddere hele him and alle his : yi huy wolden fare-to drawe;

huy bi-heten him )>e Ioye of heouene : )>at so riche was and is,

pat he scholde after pis lijf : tuyrne into fulke blis •

And be fere with-outen ende : with god fat us boujtc.

pe king stod, fo he heordo f is : aso J>ei he were in foujto. 66

IT " Swybe fair bing," he seido, " it is : bat bov bi-hotest me ;

Mijhte ich beo sikcr fat hit sothf were : ich wolde don after fo.

Ake ich ne concenti noujt fer-to— : for it is 3eot so neowo,

Are ich habbe more vnderjite : jwefur fis Message beo trewe, 60

Ake for je fus i-trauailede beoth : fram so ferre londe,

And for ore guode, ase 30 seggetb : and 30 dothf me onderstonde,

Ich eov nolle greui nou3t : ake wel faire bi eov do

And onder-fonguen eov and findon also : fat 30 habbez neode to ; 64

And ich graunti also fat alle fulke : fat wollez to eov tome,

Guode leue ich [jiuo ech]1 mon : for i-nelle no man weome." >om.



26 8T. AUSTIN CONVERTS THE FEOPLE AND KINO, AND IS HADE FIRST

ARCHBISHOP 07 CANTERBURY. ST. BARNABAS JOINS THE APOSTLES.

51 Seint Austin and alle his : A swyfo fair woniingue

la fe toun of Douere he heom jaf : to makie inne heore prechinguc.

Seint Austin and is felawes also : bi-gonno to prechie faste,

So fat some fat guode wercn : to heom heore heorte caste 70

And tumden heom to cristindom : and euere fe leng fe mo ;

50 fiat put folk a-boute heom cam : ase ficke aso buy mi)ten go. 72

heore dede sprong so wide sone : fat to fo king it cam

be faire miracles fat huy duden : as huy precheden cristindom.

H He wende and heorde eft heore prechingue : and seij fat hit was

guod;

" To longue," he seide, " ich habbe a-bide : ar ich fis vnder-stod." 76

he turnde him to cn'sttndom : and liet him baptisen anon

And biliefde on ihcsu crist : and is Men ech-on.

Erchebischop of Caunterburi : fe fursto fat euere cam,

Seint Austin huy maden fo : to holde up cristindom. 80

51 Seint Austin broujtc crtstindom : fus into Enguelonde—

Wei aujto we his [dai] Anouri : $if we weren wel vndcrstonde. CM. n bj

U His day is toward fe ende of May : for in fat day he wende

Out of fis lijf to iliesu crist : fat after him fo sende. 84

Bidde we jeorne seint Austin : fat crtstindom so broujte, .:

]3at we moten to fulke Ioye come : to jwan ore louerd us boujte.

13 Barnabe

SEint Barnabe fe Apostle : fat guod was and hiende,

I-Martred he was for godes loue : in strongue defe atfenende.

After fat ore swete louerd : to heouene gan i-wende,

pe Apostles precheden crtstindom : ase he heom gan wit siende : 4

U Seint Barnabe i-saij fo : fat his bi-leue nas nou3t :

he turnde sone to fe Apostles : and to ore louerd al is foujt.

Of lond he hadde ane grete feld : and he it soldo wcl faste,

to fe Apostles he wende anon : and to heore fet fe panes caste 8

And for-sok al fis world1 guod : and heore felawe bi-cam, > r. woruut

And I-martred he was with heom : for loue of cristindam.

Sethfe fo seint powel : to fe Apostles wende,

pe Apostles ne lefden it noujt : fat ore louerd him to heom sende, 12

Ake wenden fat he a gylur were : so fat hit was longue—
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CONVERTS A COMPANY OF PHILOSOPHERS, FINDS NAKED MEN IN CYPRUS.

For he hadde so lu]>ur man i-be— : are huy dorsten bin vnder-

fongue.

11 Seint Barnabe i-knev him ferst : so fat he formest bronjte

J3e apostles in cuthrade with him : and in rijto foujte, 16

And tolde heom hov ore sweto louerd : bi weye to him cam

And sraot him and bi-nam him is sijt : and broujto him to cn'stindom.

IT Sethfe fo fram Ierasalem : fe Apostles gonne wonde,

For-to prechi godes lawo : fat so guod is and hende, 20

And to fe londe of Cypre : seint Barnabe huy gonne ]>o sende :*

Ase he wende forth in is wei : in one stude he fond ' *iiJj3g,to

A felaujschipe of quoynte Men : fe wiseste of al fe lond.

he spac with heom so quoynteliche : ase he bi heom cam, 21

))at far nas non of heom alio : fat ne wondrede of his wisdam.

" Sire sire," seide on of heom : fat was of grete fame,

" Tel us of ^wannes fou art : and jwat is fi name,

And fram jwannes fou art hidere i-come : and for 3 wucho fingue ; 28

)3ou comest here into oro lond : ich wot for sume tifingue."

U Seint Barnabe fis holie Man : fondede in eche pointe

to answerien heom wel quoynteliche : for huy weren heom-self so

quoynte.

" Sire," he seide, " fov axest wel : and ich ou wulle telle : 32

Barnabe ich am i-cleoped : f0 doueles fo of belle,

Iesu cn'stcs man ich am : fat me gan hidere siende,

Fram Ierasalem ich am i-come : and fus a-boute wiende

For-to prechi is holie name : fat brou3te us out of biende. 36

Bi-leueth on him and je worfeth in Ioye : euere with-oute eude."

he prechede so fis grete men : fat buy turnden heore foujt

And weren fare to cn'stindom : f01113 seint Barnabe i-broujt

And bi-liefden on Iesu crtst : and heore heorte ope him caste, 40

And prechede also of ih&su crist : and turnde fut folk wel faste. [w. nj

Seint Barnabe wende him forth : and to fe londe of cipre he com,

to tuyrne men to ihesu crist : and to prechi cristindom.

He cam and fond a foul dede : fat schendful was to do : 44

Men vrne nakede al a-boute : and wummen al-so.

Seint Barnabe was far-of a-schamed : for it was a schenful dede

)?at fe schrewene neren a-schamede noujt : to schewi heore wrechhede.



28 ST. BARNABAS CURES TIMON OK A FEVER WITH THE GOSPEL

OF ST. MATTHEW.

To pe temple he wende a-non : ope jwan buy a-vouweden heoro

schame, 48

And a-manscde fat son temple : in ore louerdes name.

A-non with pis mansingue : al fat on half daclisto a-doTnn

J)oni3 grete wreche of pis temple : with gret noysc and soun.

po pe schrewes i-seijen po wreche : pat so schamelece were, 52

hoy bi-lefden pulke schendfole dede : huy ne dorsten non-opur for

fere,

pis holie man wende him forth : ferrore in pc lond :J > us. io»d.

Tymon, pat was an holi man : in a etude he fond,

pat in a strong acces was of a feuere : and al atpe depo neij. 6G

Seint Barnabe of-poujte it sore : po he him i-seij.

pe godspelles of seint Mathev : with him euere he bcr

In a bok ; ase god it wolde : with him he hadde as per :

pis bok he leide ope pis man : ase he so sijk per lay : 60

ho bi-cam anon hoi and sound : ase al pat folk i-say,1 i its.i i«y

And wende forth with him a-boute : hoi and glad i-novj,

And prechede jeorne of iheau crist : and folk from sunne drovj.

Of ore swcte louerd of heouene : seint Barnabe hadde swich grace 64

pat, 3 if he founde ani sijk man : ase he wende in ani place,

And he leide ope liim pis bok : pat so holi and guod was

Of pe godspelles of seint Mathev : so strong siknesse non nas

pat he poru3 ore louerdes grace : ne helde par-of a-non ; 68

pare poruj he maude mani men : to Iesu criste gon.

porn; vertue of pis holie Man : and of pis holie bok al-so

Mache fair mijthte ore louerd hath : in his seriaunz ido.

pis holie man seint Barnabe : }et forpere he wende 72

And prechede pe giwes faste : hore lijf for-to amende.

Manie he tornede to cristindom : and pene holi gost on heom tende,

pon>3 miracles pat he dude : and pomj grace pat god him sende.

H Bareu was a lupur giv : pat euere weorrede faste 76

Seint powcl and seint Barnabe : and cudde it at pe laste :

For po he fond seint Barnabe : pat folk to ore louerd so w'cnde,

To pe lupere Iustise of pe lond : pe tipingue he gan siende.

pis holi man was sone i-nome : and to dome i-broujt 80

hay tormenteden him harde and strongo : forto torni is pou}t
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WORKED NO MIRACLES.

Alle mancre turmenz huy him dudcn : fat huy mijthtcn on bi-fenche :

huy ne mijthten him noujt jcot cncs make : fram god is foujt blcnche.

H Ase huy weren with al heoro mijte : a-bouto him1 faste and longue

Fur-to defouli fis holie man : with tormcnz harde and strongue,

U po Aumperores o cosin : fat of gret power was, > «i to. [<w. ■ to 8G

I n- to toune cam fulko time : ase it feol bi cas.

pe giwes wercn so sore a-drad : last* he hem bi-nome 88

J)oni3 strencfo seint Barnabe : and ladde him to ronic :

A-nijht huy nomen pis holie man : ase he was to-raunsed so,

And teiden ane rop a-bouto is necke : and knutten him faste ferto

And drowen him out of heoro synagoge : with seoruwe and pino

i-novj, 92

And sctlipo al-so bi fe sweore : out atjjo jato men him drovj

And mauden a-bouto him swife gret fuyr : and barnden him ol-to

nonjta.

his soule wende to fe Ioye of heouene : fat he wel deore a-boujte.

IT po nomcn fo lufere men heoro red : jwanne huy mijtcn atfo laste,

his bones fat weren bi-left vn-barnd : a-midde fe .so. to caste.

Ake crtstine Men fat weren bi-side : stolen to bi nijte

And bureden as wel stilleliche : with ase gret honour ase huy mijte.

Nov bidde we jeorne ihesxx criat : king of alle kinge, 100

For loue of seint Barnabe : fat he us to heouene bringue.

14 Ioh[an] Baptist

SEint Iohan was fe beste bern : fe holie baptist,

)3at euere of wornman was i-bore : with-oute ihora crat.

Ake of al fat he on vrfe was : we ne findoz noujt i-write

pat he ani Miracle dude : fat man mijhte vnder-jite. 4

Mani men finchez ferof wonder : so guod man ase he was ;

For roanie miracles sum ofur dude : fat fulliche so holi man nas.

\ Ake al it was for fe lufere giwes : foruj ore louerdes wille so :

I For jif he hadde here on eorfe : ani miracle i-do, 8

' po giwes wolden habbe i-went : fat he ore louerd were,

For he bi-gan ferst cmtindom : and fat folk fer-to lere.

pare-fore ore louerd dude miracles : and ne liet him do non,

For fe giwes scholden i-wite : jwuch he were ech-on. 12



30 ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST IS BEHEADED BT HEROD FOB UPBRAIDING

HIM WITH HIS ADULTERY.

% Seint Iohan for ore louerdes lone : was 6ethfe i-broujt of dawe,

For-to holden up cristindom : and fo ri^litc lawe.

Heroudes, fat was fo king : in a time to rome

Wende to J>o Aumperour : ase is wono was for-to done. 16

So fat bi fe weie he wende : bi sire phelipe, his brojmr ;

And maude gret feste, ase n^t was : heore eifur with ofur.

So fat heroudes spac : mid is broker wiue :

pe1 he hire wolde to wiue habbe : fe jwuyle he were a-liuo, > r. pat

And fat he wolde framward rome : fare-forth a-jein wende

And nimen hire and leden hire forth with him : and holdo hire is

liues ende. 22

At on a-cord huy weren sone : to don fis sorie dede—

Ase twei scbrewene a-cordiet sone : to ane lufere rede. 24

S J)ls kyng heroudes wende forth : in is wei toward rome

And folate to take is brofer wijf : jwane be a-jcinward come.

His owene wijf it vnder-jat : ase sura freond hire word sonde :

to hire fader, fat [was] king : of Damasche, sone heo i-wende, 28

to beon fare forto heo wuste : hou fis dedo wolde an-ende.

J>e king heroudes bi is brofer : A-jeinward gan eft i-wende : [m. m]

And, also it was er bi-speke : fis wijf with him he nam

And heold hire with strcncfe ase is owene : in spous-brucbe and

horedam, 32

And tiemde bi hire deolfolliche : in sunne and with gret wouj.

his brofer and is wiues fader : weren with him wrofe i-nouj

And duden him harm bi al heore mijhtc : and bofe weren is fon ;

Ake he heold him faste in his folie : and bi-lefde euere in on. 36

U So fat seint Iohan fe Baptist : to him a day com

And calangede him of is sunne1 : to ligge so in boredom, > us. nnnn*

And seide, it was a-jein heore lawe : and a-jein cristindom.

Heroudes fare-fore in wrathfe : seint Iohan wel faste nam 40

And, for-to paye fe lufere hore : in strong prisun him caste—

pare-inne he lay al a jer : i-warded strangue and faste ;

And sethfe he liet smite of is heued : as 30 i-bereth ofte telle,

Also man redez in is daye in horuest : bi-foren eov in fe godspelle.

H In fe Castel of Arabie : is beued was of i-smito ;

J>e Infers quene it bi-nam hire doubter : and liet it faste wite. 46
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THE BONES OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, AND THEN BURNS THEM.

his desciples wcnden stilleliche : foruj ore louerdes gTace

And burcden fis holio bodi : in a wel fair place : 48

Bi-twe[ne] Abel and Elysee : fat prophetes jwilene were,

Stille was is holio bodi : wel longue i-bured fere.

11 Jjis false quene fat heucd wusto : fat men ne founden it noujt,

laste it were in ani time : to fis bodie i-broujt 52

And a rise from defe to liue : and bi-come at fe laste

A prophete ase be was er— : fere-fore heo wuste it faste.

A day ase heo bi-heold fat heued : inwardlicho in fe face,

heo feol a-doun ded a-non : as it was ore louerdes grace. 56

Jiulke wrcche to hire cam : fat deth hire a-doun caste—

Me finchez heo ne oujte noujt bi-lijho : hire schreuhede atfe laste ;

Ne fat lufere best, hire doubter, nofer. : for ase heo jeode a dai

And pleide upon .yse. in hire game : ase mani a man it1 sai, * r. i>

Jjat . ys. to-brak vnder hire : and heo a-dronk a-non

And in fe deueles name (!) : bofe ftechs and bon. 62

Jjia hadde moder and eke Doujter : to heore McJo atfen ende,

And also schal ech lufur man : jwanno vre louerd it wole him i

sicndo. 64

% Jjat heued was sethfe vol priueliche : to Ierusalem i-broujt

And i-bured stilleliche : fat Men ne founden it noi^t.

Of fis holi bodi, fare it lay : manie Miracles come,

Grete and faire, nyjht and day : ase fat folk i-saij i-lome. 68

A lufer Aumperour fere was fo : fe lufere Iulian,

J3a[t] reneyede ore louerdes lawe : and was swyfe vuel Man.

J)o Men tolden him of fis Miracles : In grete wrathfe and onde

he liet nimen fis holie bones : and to-sprede into ol fe londe 72

And casten heom a-boute ech from ofur : fat no man fare-neij ne

come I r. found.

Ne ne founden1 heom to fette is bote : ase men dudcn er i-lome.

Ako jut for al is felonie : no bi-lefde ore louerd 110113 1 [foi.ssb.]

Jsat manie siko men fat comen fare-neij : to hele weren i-broujt. 76

V J)o was fis lufere Iulian : wrofere fane he was er.

Ase is bones weren er to-[s]prad : his men he sende fer

And liet heom fette ajein wel clene : and with-oute fe toun a-non

he liet heom sette on strongue fuyre : and fur-berne echon, 80



32 OXK FI.VOER OF 8T. JOHN THE BAPTI8T REMAINS UNHURT.

HIS HEAD AND FINGER ARE FOUND.

And fut doust far-of wel wide : he liet blowe mid }>e winde,

For men ne scholden of him on vrfo : neuorcft more i-finde.

iT Alee his o finguer with 3wan he tci}hto : fo he1 ore lonerd i-

Bail ■ MS. orig. on lootrd Jk> Ik Mm (10 Un olh«r MSS.)

Cominde toward baptisingue— : aso attwelfte day— 84

Toward fe watere of Iordan : and loude gradde and cride and sede

" lo here godes lomb, fat bi-nimcth : f0 worldes mis-dodo : "

For-sof0 no fuyr ne mijto come : on fat fingur one ;

Ake cllea was al to douste i-barnd : bodi and bones ech-one. 88

No fuyr ne niijhte fat finguer brenne : for none cunnes fingue,

For fe holio dedo fat he fare-with : teijli to to fe hoije 1 kingue,

Ake he bi-lefdo hoi, and jtiy t is : and fere nis non more bi-leucd

On vrf9 of him bote filke fingur : and his holie heued ; 92

For al is bodi was for-bamd : bote vnnefe fulke two. l M£$;",*,;,0,1u'#

bis day, ase falleth in heruest : fis dede was i-do

% bat is bodi was fus i-barnd. : and also fulke day

Jter-aftur longue men founden is heued : vnder vrfe ase it lay. 96

Of fulke two fingucs men holdeth is feste : fanno, fat 39 it wite ;

For men ne mowen noi^t on ore leuedi day : fo is heued was of

i-smite.

A manere martyrdom it was : is bones so to-drawe :

pare-fore men mouwe fanne holde : is feste bi ri3te lawe. 100

IF His holie heued, fat fus was : at Ierusalem i-hud,

foinj fair miracle of seint Iohan : formest was i-kud.

For to tweie Monekus at Ierusalem : him-sulf ho cam bi nijhte

And schewede heoni jwaro is heued lay : aso it were in a sijhto. 104

huy wenden forth and soujten it1 sone : and in fulko here i-wounde

£at he werede in wildernesse : atfe laste huy it founden ; > orig. u

And fane fyngur huy founden al-so : fat was of bim bi-leucd.

With gret honour huy beren forth : fat fingur and fis h[e]ued. 108

H For fair relike huy weren i-wust. : and jut atfe laste

Eft-sono hay weren juyt i-hud : and in a put i-casto :

And leyen fare longue i-huddo : ase fewe far-of foujte, » vs. lhrai

Ako weren on vrfo al for-)ite : ase no-man of heom ne roujte. 112

Bote seint Iohan it nolde noujt : fat huy leijen to longue fere :

To fe Abbod Marcel1 he cam a nyjht : in metynguo ase it were,
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And bad him ninie is heuod up : and seido jware it lay.

Jjis guode man a-ros up sone : and ne a-bod noujt forto day, 116

Ake he openede is cello dore : and bi-heold a-boute.

Ane steorre he fond bi-fore fo dore : houinde fare-with-oute,

Jje clcreste steorre )>at mijhte beo— : him wondrede J>ar-of i-novj.

]he )>onkede god with guode wille : and toward fo steorre he drovj,

And putte forth is hond and wolde hire take. : ake he ne mijhte hire

nou3t a-reche, V w- *«]

Ake bo steorre gan softe to glide forth : also it were fene wey to

teche. 122

IT fis Abbod hire siwede euere forth : and fe Bteorre bi-fore wel

softe—

pe Abbot Anourede his ledare : fale sifes and ofte. 124

Forth wende fe steorre, forto huy comen : ouer fat ilke place

bare his holie heue[d] lay : f01013 ore louerdes grace ;

j)o heo cam ouer fulke place : heo houede fare ane stounde,

For-to Marcel fis holie Monek : hadde fis heued i-founde. 128

U To fe guode bischop Iulian : Marcel tolde pis cas.

Jporuj heom bofe fat holie heued : I-nomen up of fe vrfe was.

his heued jut, and is fingucr al-so : bofe huy beoth hole and

sounde.

A-seint Iohanes day in heruest1 : fus huy weren i-founde. 132

Jjare-fore juit foruj heste of Eome : so wijd so is crislindom » » a<*

Men holdez fane dai in hofnujraunce1 : of is holi martyrdom. * JSjJ""

1T For in ore leuedie daye in leynte : as he was to defe i-broujt,

For fe ofur festene fat fare beoth : of him men ne redez noujt. 1 36

Noufe seint Iohan fat in fe flym Iordan : baptisede godes sone,

Lieue us foruj ore cristindom : to fe Ioye of heouene come.

s

15 lames.

Eint Iemes fe holi Aposilo : guod is to hubbe in mone,

Seint Iohanes brofur fe Ewangeliat : and ore louerdes aunte

sone;

his Moder was ore leuedi soster : Marie cleophe—

Of guode kunne he was i-come : non betere ne mijhte be ; 4

he aujhte wel him-self beo guod : ase 30 mowe alio i-se.

LEGENDS Or SAINTS. O



34 ST. JAVE3 THE GREAT OVERCOMES THE SORCERIES OP PHILKT AND

OF HERMOGI.NES.

In fe londe of Saxnarie he prechede : and al-so in Ivde ;

Jjoruj is prechingue mani on : he turnde to cr/stindom.

To hermogenes fe lufere prince : fe tifingue sone com. 8

U Jjilke prince was wichche strong : and enchauntour also,

Jjoruj fe deuel he wolde al day : grot Miracle da

Ane desciple he hadde of is Art : philet was is name :

him he sende to seint Ieme : to fondi to don him schame, 12

3if fat he mijlitc with is Art : seint Ieme ouer-come.

To-gadere huy comen forto playdi : ase fe day was i-nome.

Godes desciple and fe feondes : bi-gonne to playdi faste ;

Ac seint Ieme, fat was godes desciple : a-boue was atfe laste : 16

Blinde men he jaf heore sijjht : and maude hole in Je place

Jleseles and fe crokede al-so : al f0TO3 ore louerdes grace.

% Jjo pbilet i-saij him fus ouer-come : to is maister he wcnde sone,

Hermogenes, and tolde him fore : ase is rijhte was to done : 20

" Sire," be seide, " ne hope fov nou3t : to come seint Ieme with-

Inne;

For nau3t it is, for fov ne schalt noujt : ouer-come him with al J> i

ginne.

Jjare-fore do ase ichulle fe rede : and go we to him, we tweije,

And crie him merci and bicome we : his desciples bcye. 24

For siker fou beo, ichulle it do : fei ]jou nelle 110113I also."

So wroth was fe prince fat he nuste : jwat for wrathfe do ;

Jjoruj strencfe of fe deueles Art : he made philet a-non [foi. mi..]

J)at he ne mijhte non more fane a stok : a fot of fat stude gon. 28

H " Xov," he seide, " we schullen i-seo : jwat Iemes fe mai don here,

3wefcr he fe mai a-jein me vndo : and a^ein mine godes pouwere."

he liet him ligge fare ase astok : and forth a-wei fram him wcnde.

Philet nam ane man a-non : and seint Ieme word sende 32

hou faste font fe deueles mijhte : he lai fer i-bounde,

And had him helpe his desciple : and bringue fene deuel to grounde.

% Seint Ieme him sende a luyte cloth : fat he with him ber, 35

Jjat he touchcde him fare-with : and seide feos two vers of fe sautcr :

" Ore louerd vn-bind fat beoth i-bounde : and jif fe blinde is sijhte,

Ore louerd ri}tht lieoni fat huth vn-rijht : for fou lonest1 alio rijhte."

% po philet hadde fis i-do : ase seint Ieme word him sende, ' j£y Unmi
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THE GREAT.

On-bounde he was of fe deueles bendes : and jwodere he wolde he

wende. 40

he frettnede faste hermogenes. : to seint Ieme sono he cam

And godes desciple was and is : and aveng cnstindom.

\)o hermogenes i-herde fis : fat he was so rn-bounde

And fat seint Ieme hadde i-broujt : al is dede to grounde, 44

IT Manie deuelene he conlorede : fat buy to him wende.

" Wei ^e wutez," he scide, " jwi it is : fat ich after eov sende :

Ore aire fo, Iemes, hath : mine desciple me bi-nome.

Bote je beon strengore fane ich am : i-wis we booth ouer-come, 48

Ich hote eov fat je wenden a-non : and doth a god preije,

Ximeth and bringuet heom to me : faste i-bounde beije.

Certes, bote $e it mouwen do : ase je wel i-seoth,

Ouwer power nis noujt wurth an hawe : for ouer-come we beoth." 52

11 " We schulle sone," fe deuelene seiden : " with heom on vrfe1

pleije, ' V«m. a n.<t-nr

Faste i-bounde al to fine wille : we schullo heom bringue beyje.

buy comen flco oppe in fe loft : ouer fe apostle seint Ieme.

And a-non so huy weren ouer him i-come : huy guonne to grenne

and reme,1 > «/. r»m. 56

Belewi and wel foule crie : " Iemes, Iemes, fin ore !

"We brennez here are it ore tyme be : and beth i-tonnented ful

sore."

" Ho tormentede1 eor," quath seint Ieme : " and jwat wolde je noufe

herel" i oi. tonnmU)>

" Bote we buth i-come," fe feondes seiden : u to nime fe and fi fere ;

Hermogenes us made hidere wiende : foruj is conluringue,

Jjat we eov scbolden faste i-bounde : beije to him bringue. 62

Bote a-non so we comen here ouer fe : Aungles to us come

With brenninde raketeijene : and faste vs bounde and nome ; 64

here huy us beteth and tormentieth : with brenninde fuyre.

A wey, wei, Iemes, jwat schulle we do 1 : we ne mowen noujt fis

duyre.

A, Iemes, Iemes, leoue louerd : of us wrechches haue reufe,

And neuereft we nelleth neij fe come : plijhte we wolleth ore

treoufe." 68

s a



36 HXRMOOINES IS HIMSELF BOUND BT HIS OWN* DEVILS, AND

BROUGHT TO JAMES, WHO SETS HIM FREE.

H " 3« wrechche foles," quath sein t Icme : " I not 3wat 30 wolden

here.

Of fat 30 foujten me a-nuyo : drawo 30 schullen a-rere.

Al on-bounde ich 3Vue eov leue : a-jein forto fleo, [' foi. si;

1 And bringuth him fat hidere eov sende : faste i-bounde to me— 72

Jjat 30 ne don him non ofur harm I— : for icholdo with him speke."

" "Wei is us nonfe," fe schrewen seide : " we worfet wel a-wreke."

H To hermogenes hoy comon sone : and to grounde him caste,

hay drowen him and is hondene bounden : bi-hinden him wel faste.

Jjus1 huy seiden, " fou sendest us : fare we gret wo i-fielde, > 1. Nf

In gret torment and brenninguc : and noufe we wollez f>e jelde." 78

hay harledcn forth fusno wrechche : and to seint Ieme heo him

brou3te,

And seiden, " lo sire, ^ware he is her : fat to swuche torment us

wronjte. 80

Jif us ferst leue fat we moten : ore tormens a-wreke

And fe muchele vniijht fat he us hath ido : are fou with him

6pcke ! "

X " Nay, certes," quath fis holie man : " 30 ne schullen noujt so,

For ore louerd us hiet fat we scholden : guod for vuelo do. 84

Jwy ne come [30] noujt nei3 philet : fat stant here bi me 1 "

" Wel fou wost," fis ofure seiden : "fat we ne moten for fe."

"No. goth fanne," quath seint Ieme : " to eower kuynde stude,

And ne cometh neuer-eft 11013 no guod man : fei a fol eov habbe i-

bede." 88

U Euere stod hermogenes : and criede milce and ore,

he quakede for drede and for pine : And wep swife sore.

H " Philete, philete," quath seint Ieme : " fes hatb fe schame ido,

Jjov Bchalt don him guod a-jein vuel : for mi louerd het me so. 92

he bond fe fo fov were vn-bounde : and ajein fulke lufere dede1

Jjot schalt yn-binde him fat is bounde : for so mi louerd sede." l

Philet vn-bond fane wrechche : and dude him vuel for guod.

pe wrechche ne dorste noujwoder gon for fere : ake quakyinde fare

he Stod, » Th« lmrt htlflirm ar» tr»mpo.»d In th. M9. 96

"Go jwaie for wolt," quath seint Ieme : "for mi louerd nele it

MBji



hermogines then burns his books, and is baptized. 37

ht. james's martyrdom by hkiiod.

Jjat euere ani man a-jein is wille : to him boo i-broujt." > r.uu»

H "A, merci," quath hermogenea : " }>ia deuelen me beteh1 so sore

Jjat I-ne dar anne fot fram fe go : laste buy me niraen more ; 100

huy me wullez a-sle, ji£ huy me a-fongueth eft : and fare-fore ich

bidde j>e

bat fov me take sum fing fat ich mouwe : for heom bere with me."

Seint Ieme him tok is staf on honde : " go nov forth," he seide,

" Jiere nis no deuel fat dorre noufe : neij fe come, for drede." 104

Hcrmogenes wendo him forth. : his bokcs alio he nam

Jjat he hadde of his enchauntemenz : to fo Apostle a-jein he cam

And bad fat he as for-brenne scholde. : fe Apostle sone heom nam

And caste heom in fe deope .se : faste i-bounde echon. 108

U Hermogenes criede him merci : and wilnede cristindom ;

So fat he i-cristned was : and swife holi man bi-cam.—

Abiatar, fat fo was : Iustise, lufur i-novj,

For fis dede he was wroth : toward seint Ieme, with gret wouj. 112

he nam him faste and swor is othf : fat he it scholde a-bugge deore ;

to fe kyinguo hcroudes he Hot him ledo : a rop a-boute is swere.

Heroudes $af his dom a-non : his frote to smite a-two,

And Iosie fe quellare he was bi-take : fulke dede for-to do. 116

Ane Bop he dude a-boute is necke : and ladde him toward is dome.1

Ane Man he helde of fe palasie : are heo fudere come. piw. sji>.]

J)o Iosie fis isai; : merci anon he criede;

Seint Ieme fe holie Apostle : he bad wel sone a-bide 120

And cmtni him in fe place : a-non-ri3tes fere.

A-seinte marie day in leinte : bi-haueded bofe heo were.

Ake holie curche halt of ore leuedi : feste fat ilke day;

Bi-fore lamasse seuoni}ht : we holdeth is day fer-fore,1 124

For fulke daye is bodi was : in-to schrine i-bore. i Ms. u-for*

H A-non so seint Ieme fe holie man : bi-haueded was fere, 126

bis desciples him wolden lede a-wei : ac huy ne dorsten for fere,

heore tyme huy a-waytoden wel : jwanne none Men fare ne^ nere,

And fat bodi wel slilleliche : out of fe countreye bere.

In a schip huy leiden it in fe se : and forth fare-withf huy wendo,

And none jeme ne nomen jwoderward fare : bote ase god he[m] kende.

p&t schip wende forth bi him-seolf : and hit cam on a day 132



38 THE DISCIPLES OF ST. JAMES THE GREAT CARRY BIS BOOT TO

GAL1CIA. THE QUEEN TRIES TO DESTROT THE DISCIPLES.

Into po lond of Galeis : faro ase po quene lay,

Jjat lupur [was] and schrcwe inovj. : seint Iemes Men a-non

Op of fo schipo nomen pat holie bodi : and lcidcn it opon a ston.

po ston bi-gan to wexe a-brod : and holuj bi-cam a-midde, 136

Ase euene i-maud to J>e holie bodi : as ani man wuldo bidde—

"!i Xe scholdo no man so euene a provj : in lengj>e and i[n] bredo

To1 bim ase fat ston bi-cam : ase ech man fat it i-saij seide. • u/.mnk.w

bis desciples, ase it was rijlit : to pe Quene ercst wcnde : 1 40

" Dame," huy seiden, " we habbeth i-broujt : J»at ore louerd pe hider

sende,

Seint Iemes bodi his Apostle : of ^wam f>ov nome ofto pi red

To laten him nime po jwyle he was quik : ase mani men it habbeth

i-seid.

Ore louerd him hath liidcrc i-scnt : ase he him-scolf bed.1 > orig. t»d

Loke ;ware poy him leggo wolt : for i-come he is to po ded." 145

H " Ey, traytours," quath pe lupere Quen : " jwepor 30 beon of his 1

Jwane i-ne mi3hte of him beo a-wreke : of eov ichullc, i-wis."

pis gnode Men he nam ech-one : and to po king of spaygno hcom

sende, 1 48

pat he hcom broujte to strong detfipo : opur don heom heoro lawo

wende.

Echone pe king nam a-non : and in strongue prisone heom broujto.

Ac ore louerd ne for-jat hcom nou^t : ake wel sone on heom poi^tc :

For an Aungel fram hcouene cam : and pat prisoun brak wel sone. 153

J}o pe kyng was par-of i-war : he nuste jwat was to done.

IT Knyjhtcs he liet siende i-nowe : aftur heom wel wide ; 154

pat febleliche a-gonne in heoro neodes : for schame heom gan bi-tido.

For ase huy wolden ouer ane hoijo brugge : after pis guode men gon,

Ynder heom pe brugge brak : and huy a-drounken ech-on.

H po po typingue to pe kingue cam : sori he was i-novj ;

Of is lupere [poujt]1 pat he poujte : for drede he him with-drovj. > em.

Mildeliche he to heom he sende : pat huy a-jein comen him to, 160

And pat he heom wolde a-mondi faire : of al pat he hadde heom

mis-da

Ajein huy wenden to pe kyng : and he faire a-join heom cam, [w.m]

3ware-pora) he and al is Men : a-fenguen criatinedom.



THE QUEEN, FAILING TO DESTROY ST. JAMES'S BODY, TURNS 39

CHRISTIAN, AND GRANTS HER FALAOB FOR ITS BURIAL.

11 ))e king sende fe Quene word : fat heo scholdo heore wille al da 164

Ful sori was fe Queue fo : and sore a-nuyd al-so ;

Ake heo ne dorste noujt bco a3cin is hcsto : ncre hire no so [wo].

Wilde bollokes heo wuste fale : ope ane hei30 hulle go :

" Goth))," heo seido, " ope fulke hulle : finde 30 mowen fere 1G8

Oxene and Bolen strongue inov3 : forte leden with ouwer here ;

Tei3eth heom to fulke wayne : and fat bodi leggez far-inne,

And ledeth it jware eouwere wille heo— : godcs leue 30 habbe and

minne."

H For fe Bollokes wilde were : )>e lufere Quene so seide, 172

For huy ne scholden heom temie nou3t : eni-fing for-to lede.

his desciples wenden forth : to fulke hullo hei3e :

A fuyr Drake far-opon : a-jein heom cominde huy sei3e.

Swife ferliche he Waste fuyr : and a-sayllcde heom faste— 176

Mani a man he hadde a-slawe : and al fe contrcie of him a-gaste.

H J)is desciples mauden fc signe sone : of )>e Crcoyz heom bi-fore :

Anon hadde fis lufere worm : is pouwer al ilore,

pat hit ne mijhte ane fot forfore passe. : J>is desciples forth wende 180

And to-pouneden it al to defe : and ech lime fram ofur rcnde.

J)e Bollokes and fo 3oungue stoores : fat weren er so wilde, 182

Anon so huy touward heom1 come : huy woxen tame and milde.

)3e beste huy chosen fat huy wolden : and to fe wayne heom ladde ;

And huy drowen fat bodi so mildeliche : fat ech man farof wonder ■

hadde. ' "P"*""**-

1T Jjis desciples nomen seint Iemes bodi : and opon fe wayne it lcide,

)5e bestes it drowen forth wel mildeliche : with-oute eche fole breule.

huy comen and driue fane wayn : fare as fe Quene was. 188

hire wondrede mucho and dradde sore : fo heo iscij fat cas.

11 Heo for-sok hire false bi-leue : and tok hire to cristindom,

For fe wonder fat heo isei} : and guod womman bicom.

Al hurj paleys fat heo was inne : and al heore ofure bone, 192

For-to honouri fat holie bodi : heo grauntede heom wel sone.

A-midde fe paleys fis holi bodi : huy bureden with grete pruyte—

]}are he hath euereft to fis dai i-beo : and so he is ^uyto.

H Heo liet arere ane noble churche : and gret tresor he 3af far-to, 196

And gret lond, fat 3«yt faro-lo lijth : and grete rentes al so :



40 MIRACLES Or 8T. JAMES THE GREAT: 1. A PILGRIM, STAYING TO

NURSE A DYING COMPANION,

3 warc-foruj of religioun : a gret hous noufe fare is

Of Chanones, fat Men jeot i-seoth and scchcthf : at seint Iemes of

Galys.

A gret pilegrt'mage it is i-holde : ouer-al, ase 30 i-seothf, 200

To secben fat ilke holie stude : fare seint Iemes bones beotbf.

Mani miracle is pilegn'mes seggeth : fat fare hath ofte i-corao.

Jjei we ne mouwen nou3t alio telle : fenche we moten on some.—

U Jjritti Men at one tyme : pilegn'mes bi-come, 204

To seint Iemes fe bolie stude : alio fene wei huy noma

Ase hay wenden bi fe weije : so gret loue huy hadden and trewe,

And so guod heorte ech to ofur hadde : fat a forcward huy mauden

newe CM. m b.]

jjat non ne scholde failli ofur : in perile ne in neode, 208

Ate wed-breferne huy bi-comen echon : ase huy fat wci eode.

heore treufes huy p^hten alio bote on : ake he nolde his noujt

plijte,

Ake fat foreward he bi-het to holde : treuweliche ope al is mijhtc.

17 So fat it bi-fcol bi fe weie : fat on i-vuelede a day 2 1 2

And vnder fe hullo of seint M13I1CI : longue sijk he lay.

his felawcs fat hadde him trcoufo i-plijht : fiftene dawes fere 214

Abiden him ; so fat heom foujte longue : for sore a-nuyde huy were,

And seiden, "we ne mouwen no leng a-bide : late we him H3301

stillo * > llgg* on lh« margin.

Do we moten ore pilegrt'mage : god do bi him is wille."

huy nomen heore leue and lieten him ligge : and wenden forth echon,

Bote filke fat nolde is treufe plijhte— : he nolde nou^t fram him gon.

U " Certes," he seide, " god do is wille : and lieue eov wel to wende,

I nolle anne fot fram him gon : are ich wute of him sum onde."

Mid him he bi-lefde al one : for-to fat he ded were.

Betere is trewe dede fane fals word : as it was iscr.e fere.

pis trewe Man fat was with fe bodi : ful sore a-drad he was, 224

For he was so feor fram toune : and no man ncijh him nas ;

For he was with fe dede al one : and it was nei^h nijhte,

he nuste jwat with fat bodi to do : bote seint Ieme him helpe mijhto :

his help he bad with guode heorte. : and in fe eueningue rijht 228

Seint Ieme cam to him ride : in wel fair a-tyr of knijht.



IS WONDERFULLY ASSISTED BT ST. JAUKS. 2. A FATHER AKD BIS 41

SON, ON THEIR WAT TO ST. IAOO, ARK TRICKED.

U " Cum here," he seide, " forth with me : ne haue fou of no-fing

drede,

Bi-foro me cast Jut bodi her : and ich it wolle liennea lode,

And lupe )>ou up bi-hyndo me." : and fo f is was al ido, 232

Jjis holie Man ladde fcue dede forth : and )>eno quike al-so,

Fyftene Iorneies grete are day— : in fmlko luytele jwile,—

To fo mount of Ioie : fat is bi-sides seint Iemes a mile.

Jjo huy comen to fulke Mount : seint Ieme gan a-bide, 236

" Go," he seide to }>e quike manne : " to mino churche here-bi-side

And scije mine Canones fat farinne booth : fat ich heom word bi fe

sende,

Mine pilegrtm fat me was leof : fat in trcowencsse mine wei wendc,

)3at huy him buricn a-mong heom fere : with fair seruise and lijhtc—

For ded ho schal fudcre come : jwane he a-liue ne mijhtc.

And seie heom fat fine felawcs were : fat heore wei is al i-loro, 242

For heore treoufe fat huy breke : heore felawe, fat is nov bi-fore.

And fine jwyle ichulle fo jeldo : fat fou hast fus troowo i-beo."

Mid fusse worde he wendo forth : fat he ne n^hte him none-more

i-se.

U A-boute fat bodi for fis Miracle : folk cam ficke reke.

Here man mai sum-del i-seo : jwuch [it is] treoufe to breke,

And jwuch it is fane holie wey : to seint Iemes forto go. 248

Jjis Miracle is so Murie : ich mot jeot telle of mo.—

H Hit was a guod man and is sono : fat toward seint Iemes wende ;

To fo cite of Tolouse : a-jcin eue huy hem kendo.

Al nijht huy bi-lcfden fore : at ano lufere mannes Inne. [foi. n) 252

ho foujte with jwuche tn'cherie : ho mijhto panewes winne.

II Xou was fe lawe in fulke stude : as fe Bchrowe wei onder-stod :

]5at ho-so an-hengue anine1 man : he scholde habbe al is guod. ' r. »™.

Jje schrewe heom made fair semblaunt : ase is manere was to done,

J)at huy were for-dronke beie : ami n-slnpe leijen sone.

A coppo of sclucr stilleliche : fis lu, -o Man gan bringue 258

And dude in heore schrippe softolit lie : a-mong heore ofur fingue.

11 JMs guode Man a-wok and is sone : so sone so it dai was, 2G0

And nomen heore leue and wenden forth : and nusten nourt of fat ca«.

)5o huy come with-oute toune a luyte : fis lufcre man aftur cam,



42 TWO PIL0RIM8 TO ST. JAMES ARE FALSELY ACCrSED OP THEFT!

THE SON IS HANGED; THE FATHER FRAYS TO ST. JAMES FOR HIM.

hotinde out, with greto siwte : and fis trewo men bcie ho nam

And seide buy badden is coppo i-stole : and in heore scrippe i-bounde.

Jjat folk Jiia i-liefde a-non : fo huy fe coppe founde.

H J)is pilegrimes, fei huy treowe weren : to dome wercn i-broujt

Eche manere feoffe huy fur-soken : ake fat folk ne liefdo heom noujt,

For huy weren i-nome hond habbinde : fe court lokede a-non 2G8

Jjat buy heore dom with heom bercn : and banguy scholde fiat on.

IT "Alas, alas," fe fader seide : "jwefur i schullo novfe bongue

And are ich habbe seint Iemo i-soujt : fis file dethf a-fongue 1 "

" Nai certes," quath is sone : " fat nclde ich graunti )>e, 272

For to beo louerd of al fe world : fat fov deidest bi-fore me.

hanguy ichulle for us bofe : fene deth i-nelle noujt for-sakc,

And al-so wis ase we gultlese booth : mine soulo ich god bi-take."

" A, mi leoue sone," quath fo fader : " so ne schal it nou^t beo ; 276

Sclioldest fou deije and ich libbe : i-nelle neuere fane day i-seo.

Swuch a child touward as Jiou art : i-loked it were wrofc,

)}at fov scholdest hanguy and ich libbe ! : ichulle hangy for us bofo."

" A, fader, fader," quath fe sone : " be stille, ich bidde fe, 280

For I nelle neuere fane day a-bide : fat fou schulle honguo bi-fore uic ;

H Ake go fane wey for us bofe : and ichulle hangy for us beye,

And bide seint Ieme fat he me graunti : sum part of fino weye."

Bi-twene fe fader and fe sone : fe striuingue laste longuo— 28 1

pat cch man haddo deol ferof— : jwcfur scholde fene dethf a-fongue.

So fat it ful atfenende : fei it were with wrongue,

Jjat fe sone for heom beijo : gulteles was an-hongue.

H Alas, alas, fe deolfole cas : to heore so muche falshcde ! 288

AVel 3eornc bofe fader and sone : seint Ieme help huy bede.

Welle louerd, fe deol of fo fader— : grettore neuere non nas,

J>o he isaij is sone an-hongue : and for he gulteles was I

he bi-teyjto is soulo Iesu crist : fo fare nas non ofur won, 292

And is wei with sorewe i-nov : to seint Iemes he gan gon.

Also wel for is sone ase for him : seint Ieme he bad faste ;

And wende, fo he hadde al ido : hamward at fe laste.

Are he come fare is sone was : him foujtc swyfe longue, 296

Jif he mijhte finde ofur i-seo : ani lime of him hongue— lt<*. « to

For fe lawe was fore fat eucrech man : fat an-hangucd were



8T. JAMES KEEPS THE HANGED 80N ALIVE ON THE GALLOWS. 43

8. A riLGIUM OF LYONS SINS, AND IS TRICKED BY THE DEVIL.

hanguy scholde fe jwyle i-laste1 : and for-to ech lime fram ofur to-tere.

II bis joungue Man sixe and fritti dawes : heng upon fe galu-treo

Are is fader a-jein to liini come : )>at i-roted he aujte to beo. » <•/. i» u>u

ho cam and fond him juy t : and ner him he gan too, 302

he weop and criede and wrong is hondene : fiat deol it was to seo.

U " Lcouo fader," fe sone seide : " ne weop J>ou noujt to bliue, 304

For ich nam to bi-weope noujt : jeot ich am a-liue.

Me nas ncuere on corfo so wel : ase me hath sethfe i-bco ;

Ich am aso jjei ich were in heoucne : fei ich hanguy here on f is treo.

For scint Ieme me halt up : and Ioye i-novj me dieth make. 308

Me of-funcheth J>at fou so sone come : lastc )jov me a-doun take."

Louerd, fo Ioye Jiat J>e fader : hadde fulko stounde,

j)o he aftur al is sor : his sone a-liue foundc !

51 To tonne ho orn with Ioye i-nouj : and cleopede folk wel faste.

Muche folk him siwede and al J>e sofe : i-seijen atfo laste.

Witliji gret Ioye huy nomen him a-doun : and to )>e tounc him

broujten. 314

J)ene traitur fat him maude an-honguo : wel sone out huy soujtcn

And an-henguen him wel heijo a-non : and noujt bote he wuyrfo

were. 316

J)us seint Ieme }>e holie man : is pilegrim halp fere.—

U In fo Cite of leouns : a joung man faro was al-so

Jjat ofto wonde to seint Iemes : and gret loue hadde far-to.

At one tyme ase he fmclero wolde : he dude er ane folie 320

Jjat manio Men to hello bringueth : f o sunne of lecherie ;

Toward scint Iemes he wende forthf : are he i-schriuo were.

bo deuel was wel jcorno a-boute : jif he mijlitc him mis-lere.

U A-jein him he cam in J>o wei : swife milde and softe, 324

Rijht ase it seint Ieme were : ase fe schrewe gyleth men wel ofte.

" Jwost fou euere," he seide, " ho ich am I " : )>e joungue man seido nay.

" Icham Jilke," he seide, " fat fov hast : I-serued wel mani a day,

Seint Ieme to-ward 3warn fou art. : I no may make no mone 328

Of fe fat fov wel ne dest : of eche fingue bote of one :

J)at fou dust1 lecherie : are fou wendest to me; ' Ms.dwt; dut-dtxiwt

Among alle men, jif fat nere : meat ich preisie fe."

11 " Seint Ieme, merci," quath fis man : " ich crio fe milco and ore,



4i A SINNER MUTILATES AND THKN KILLS HIMSELF, BDT IS RESTORED

TO LIFE THROUGH ST. JAMES AND OUR LADT.

Forjif me Jmlkc lupore sunne : i-nello don as neuercft more."

" Ov, beau frere," quath pe schrewe : " strong is fe mis-dede. 334

pov ne uiijht me neuere paye wel : bote J>ot do ase ich rede :

pe menbre pov most kcrucn of : 3 ware-withp pou i-sunegut bast ;

]3e suane icbulle for-jiue }>o panne : jwanno be is fram pe i-cast ;

Ak next me pou scholdest in Ioye beo : in pe blisso of heouene a-boue,

Jif pou woldest beon a martyr : and pi-seolf martri for mi loue."

U " A, louerd seint Iome," quath pis man : " pov haue merci of roe,

Icbulle, mine sunncs to bete, mi-sulf martri : and forto payje pc"

bis wrechche Man carf of is membrcs : and a-wei fram him caste. [«■ »]

And sethpe poru3 po false peues rede : him-self he a-slor; atpe lastc.

Ful redi was pe schrewe per : pe soule he nam a-non 344

And wel glad pare-with in his manere : to-ward helle he gan gon.

.Ne fur-jat noujt seint Ieme is pilegrtm : for pat cas pat him gan bi

fida : 346

A-;ein pe deuel he cam a-doun : and bad pane schrewe a-bide,

And seide, " pou berst more pano pin owe. : pat i schal kuype po.

Jwi hast pou mine pilegrtm bi-traid 1 : gret schame pou dest me."

" Je, al for naujt," quath pe schrew9 : " pou art hidere i-come : 350

In his sunne him-sulf he a-slou; : and parc-with ich him habbe i-

nome.

Me may no man in dedlich sunne : in-to heuene wende. 352

Ase wel pou mijht gon hom a-jein : he is min with-outen enden."

H " Bel amy," quath seint Ieme : " pou bi-traidest him with fals-

hede 354

And with tn'chcrio pou to him come. : lat him gon, ich rede ! "

" Ich habbe leue," quath )ie schrewe : " to bi-gyli and bi-traye al-so

"Mid echo quointise fat ich mai. : jwi wolde he aftur me do 1 "

Jjis strif i-laste bi-twene hem longuo. : ake po seint Ieme ne mijhte

habbe pe soule ne with-inne him come : with no resun ne rijhie,

" bou schalt," he seide, " come with me : to an herre Iustise, 360

pat po schal cuype pi tricherie : of jwara pe schal a-grt'se."

Bi-fore ore leuedi swete and milde : pane schrewe he gan lode ;

he 3a! and quakede deolfulliche : po he i-scij hire, for drede.

H " bov lupere ping," ore leuedi seide : " 3W1 fondeste in alio wise 364

To bi-nime us and bi-traije men : pat beth in oTre seruise 1



A MIRACLE OP 8T. JAMES. ST. OSWALD, KINO OF NORTHUMBKR- 45

LAND, CONVERTS HIS FEOPLE WITH ST. AIDAN's HELP.

Jjou ne schalt neucre fe soule brouke : for Jiino trt'cherie."

" leouo leuedi," quatli fo schrewe : " rnerci ich fe crie.

Vnder-stond fat ich habbe leue : to bi-gylie men inouj, 368

And fat ich fond him in dedlich sunne : and faro-inne him-sulf he

slov ;

And no man nenere in swuch cas : to heuene come ne mijhte.

Ase ho is min mid alio lawe : hold me, ich bidde, to rijhte 1 "

IF " )3ov lufore best," ore leuedi seide : " to muche ower pouwer is.

Alas fat men nellez beon i-war : are huy don a-mis 1

Ase fou mid fine tricherie : his lijf him bi-nome, 374

Al-so ichulle him jiuen a-jein : is lijf with i^hto dome.

So fat fe ne tit of him no part : for guod man he wo[l] jeot be." 376

Ore lenedi made fe soule a-non : to fe bodi ajen fieo ;

Fram defo to Hue he a-ros : foruj ore leuedi ore,

And guod lijf lad do euere aftur-ward : and fe deuel doutede bo more.

IF His menbres, fat he carf of : cuer-cft he dude misse, 380

Bote a luytel wise 3 ware-foni} he mijhto : jwano he wolde, pisse.

Manie Men for fulko miracle : seint Icmo louieth fe more.

Nou bidde wo jeorne cuerech-one : seint Ieme milse and ore,

bat he for fat holie stude : fat he hath in galiz, 384

helpe us and alle is pilegrtmes : and bringue us to heouene blis.

16 Oswold.

SEint Oswold fe holie king : of fe on ende of onguelonde [m. n to

King was, ase fulke tyme bi-feol : in northf-homber-londe.

Cristine man he was guod i-novj : and with al is pouwer

he heold up fe lawe of enstindom : and teijto as feor and ner— 4

For he was king are enstindom : puyrlicho stable were.

Al is men far-to he broujte : so wijsliche he gan heom lcro.

To fe princes he sende of scoth-lond : and bad fat huy hira sende

Ane wise clerk, is men to wissi : heore lijf forto amende. 8

huy senden him ane holie man : fat icleoped was aydan,

bat wende and prechede al is lond : and tornede mani a man

11 boruj is prechingue and seint Oswold : fat to alle guodncsse hem

drov3,

Cristindom into al fat lond : stable was i-nou). 12



46 BT. OSWOLD 18 KILLED IN A BATTLE AGAINST PENDA. ITIS BOOT

IS OUT TO riECES, BUT HIS HASPS REMAIN ENTIRE.

Scint Oswold maude fcsne holie man : Bischop in is londe,

And made him al is conseiler : and li credo godcs sonde ;

ho ne dude noting with-outcn him : ake with him be heold him

facte,

And to-gadero al heore lijf huy wcren : and in hcoucno atfe loste. 1G

U A day ase he sat and eat is mete : scint oswold fe holie man,

And fis holie man bi him : fe Bischop guodo aydan, > Ms. wrunnt

Jjat o seriaunt1 seide fat fare withou to : manie pouere men were

And beden sum guod for godcs loue : and guod was fat men him '

here. 'tin 20

)3e king nam inovj of is mete : fat bi-fore him stod,

And sende far-of wel largeliche : hcom fat beden him guod.

Ane Disch8 of seluer he nam also : fat bi-fore him was i-do,

And to-brak it al to smale peces : and sende hcom al-so. 24

Jje Bischop sat and bi-heold : ase fei he were in foujte,

Bi fe hond fe king he nam : and a swete word out broujte :

■ Ne for-rotie neuere fis hond : ake i-blessed bo heo," he sede,

"And euere hoi and sound bi-leue : fat dude so guod a dede 1 " 28

H His bone was fole wel i-hcord. : for it bi-fcol atfe l.isto

J)at hefene men come in-to is lond : and weorreden on him wel

facte,

he stod a-jein with al is mijhtc. : so bi-feol fat buy come

Andi-metten hcom with heore host : and fo batayle nomo. 32

At fe tounne of Maserfeld : huy smiten to-gadero faste,

And seint Oswold fe holie Man : a-slawe was atfe laste

IT And I-martred of fis lufere men : for ore louerdes loue.

Al huy to-heowen is bodi : fo huy weren a-bouo ; 36

Ake huy ne mijhten for no fing : makie none wonde

In nofer of is holie hond : ake smiten as of hole and sounde.

And so huy beoth jeot, of ase fair heuj : ase huy euerer were,

And i-holde for fair relike : ase men mowe i-sco fere. 40

H He was of ei^te and fritti jer : fo he i-martred was,1 [> ». eaj

And Nye jcr he hadde king ibeo— : hote luytel jwile it nas.

Not seint Oswold fe swete Martyr : ore erinde to gode beode,

put he us for^iue ore sunnes : and us helpe at alle ore neode 44

And ore soule for is swete loue : in-to hlisse lede.



ST. EDWARD, KING AND MARTTR, FOLLOWS THE COUNSELS 0? 47

8T. DUNSTAN J AND IS HATED BT HI8 STEPMOTHER (kLFRIDA).

17 Edward.

SEint Edward fe junguo : was kyng of Enguelonde. [M.»]

Wei joung he i-martrcd was : foruj tricherio and onde.

Jjo is Moder fe guode Quene : ase god wolde, was ded,

his fader nam an ojrar wijf : fat lu)mr was and qued ; 4

Jjat sent Edward louede luyto : and cucre radde lufur red.

Bi hure he hadde ano ofur sone : fat i-hote was Atheldred. > em.

H J)e Quene louede hire owene [sone] 1 : aso ech man deth is blod ;

Ako seint Edward hco louede luyte— : for stepmoder is selde guod.

heo wilnedo more fano ani-)>ing : fat seint Edward ded were,

Jjat hire owene sone aftur fe king : fo heritage here. 10,'

J30 fe king wende out of fis world : seint Edward, and1 is sone,

Aftur him was king j-mad : ase lawe was and wone. • r.—t 12

11 )3e guodnesse of fis joungue king : ne may no man telle,

he was meoke and milde 1110113 : and fair of flechs and felle,

De-bonere for-to speke with : ant with pouere men mest,

Chaste, and wis of conseil : and pruyte he louede lest ; 16

Wylde Mon ne louede he noujt : fat recheleso wcron of foujte,

And wise Men to him he droit 3 : and aftur heom ho wroujte.

Aftur fe Erchebischope of Caunterburij : seint Dunston fat was fo,

Ech dedc fat he wolde do : fe mestodel scholde go. 20

Glad was fe holie man of him : and al fat lond also,

Of swuch a king fat heore loucrd was : fat alio fing wolde wel da

Guod pais fare was in Enguelonde : and loue and murufe i-novj,

Bichesso and al ofur guod : elles it were 3 wovj— 24

For jwanne fat heued hathf godes grace : and loueth alle guode,

Wonder it were bote alio his : f0 betere heom onder-stode.

51 To fe guodnesse of fis holie Man : fe deuel hadde envie, ~\

And is stepmoder fe lufere Quene : fat ful was of tricherie ; 28

For heo fou3te Nijht and day : jif hco mijhte in ani manere

Jjat seint Edward were a-slawe : and hire sone kyng were—

For he was eldest aftur him : and fe kingues sone al-so.

)Jis lufere wumman narewe hire bi-fou3te : hou fis mijhte beo do. 32

To some fat weren hire conseilers : hire lufere foujt he1 seide, »-h«o

fat huy holpen with some Gyle : to don fat lufere dede ; » xs. jwj*™

pis lufere1 Men also forthf with hire : weren in grete foujte



48 BT. EDWARD, WHILE HUNTING, GOES TO 8EB HIS TOUNO BROTHER

AT COUF-CASTLE. HI8 STEPMOTHER MEETS HIM.

"With jwuche gyle huy mijhten do : fat huy to ende [it] brou3to. 36

V So fat heo hadde to hire conseil : I-nowe atfenende.

For fellore fing nis non ase wumman : jware heo wole to vuele wende.

Hadde fis jungue king i-beo : in is kynedom vnnefe

Bote freo jer and Eyjhte dawes : Jiat he nas i-broujt to defe. 40

For a day he wente on bonteth]) : with is knijhtes bi cas

In a fayr wode in deorsete : fat bi-side waraygne was.

Fair wode fare was fulke tyme : ake noufe heo is al a-doune,

Bote fornes and funne boskes : fat stondeth bi-sides fe toune. 44

% Ase fis joungue king wende on hontethf : a gret wille him cam to

IFor-te seo is 30ungue3 brofur : and in cche nianere he wolde it do.

For he was fere a luyte bi-side : ase is stepmoder was , iY'to "s"«

In a toun fat men clepeden Corf : fat bote freo Mile fanne it nas.

A strong castel fare is noufe : ake fe juyt nas non fere.

Jpis holie man fou^te longue : are he at is brofur were ; 50

Ane fewe men with him he nam : and fuderward he gan ride,

his Men pleiden and Amden bi fe weie : and spradden a-bouto fill

wide, 52

So fat with heom1 ne bi-lcfde non : al one he was sone ; ' r. \m

Ake nafeles forth he wende is wei : ase he folate to done.

Jje court he bi-heold a-fer : fare ase is brofer was :

)5udere he wende wel mildeliche : ake no man with him nas— 56

he ne foujte to no man bote guod : ne no man he nadde mis-do.

To-war[d] is defe forthf he wende : and mildeliche al-so.

J)o is stepmoder fe lufere Quieno : al one i-seij him come,

heo foujte to don hire willo of him : ase heo hadde hire red i-nome.

Jje lufere Men heo cleopede sone : fat wcren at hire rede,

And bi-speken bi jwuche feolonie : to don fis lufere dcde. 62

% fo fis holie Man was neij i-come : fe Quieno a-3oin him eode

With fair Meyne and gret honour : and gret loue gan him beodo—

fe feste fat heo with him made : no tongue telle ne may—

And swor fat he scholde a-li)te : and with hire bi-leue alday. 66

" Nai certes, dame," seide fis king : " so ne may it noujt beo.

Ake lat me speke with mi brofur : for me longueth him to seo.

For er fane ich him habbe i-seije : Ine worfe noujt blife, i-wis,

Min heorte is bo muche opon him : and no wonder it nis." 70



8T. EDWARD IS STABBED BY ONE OF THE QUEEN'S MEX, 49

AND FALLS DEAD OFF I11S HORSE.

U "A, sire," quath fo lufere Quieno : " jwane it no mot ojiur beo,

Flint ichulle to fe drinko : and fu schalt him sethfo i-seo." 72

I-rcdi was fe Botilor : and broujte him drinke a-non.

Among J>e ofere }>at fare weren : o schrewe fare cam gon

And wel-comede him with fair semblaunt : and made him Ioye i-novj

And custo him Iudases cos : and sone him fero a-slovj : 76

For ase he stoupede and custe him : rcdi he was i-novj,

Jjoruj is wombe he smot a knijf : and is gottes al-to-drovj

Jjis holie Man sat uprijht : and bi-heold is defies wounde.

he ne rod bote wel luyte wei : are he fcol to grounde 80

And liet fere is swete lijf— : is soule to heouene wende.

Alas, luytel vuel foujte ho : fo fie schrewe is wombe rende I

Ake he was lujmr ase Iudas : fat so feolliche him custe

And with tricherie is wombe rende : arc he it euerc wuste I 81

)3o fis holie Man i-martrcd was : huy fat him broujten fer-to

Iii-foujten hou huy nn^liten best : with fis holie bodie do :

In-to a dierne stude huy wenden : and far-inne is bodi huy caste

Wel filliche and stillelicho : aud bureden it fare wel faste. 88

H fo fis holie Man i-martrcd was : fo Quiene hadde hire wille ;

For lijhtliche Men holdeth euere with fe quiko : and fe dede is sone

stille.

Lien nomen fo fat child Afeldred : fat was fe Quiene sone, [u. to]

And aftur is brofur mauden him king : as rijht was and wone. 92 »

U J3o heijo men alio of fo lond : with him heolden echon

Ase with hoore prince and heore louerd : and fene dede for-jete a-non.

Ake among lowe Men and simple : deol fere was i-nouj,

huy corseden alle with-oute god : fat heore louerd a-slouj. 9G

" Alas," huy seiden, " jwat schulle we noufe 1 : ho schal for us beo?

ho schal us noufe fram weorre witeM : jwodere schulle we noufe

fleo? >XS.u»it«

ho schal nou pais in londe holde 1 : ore ioye is al i-do 1

Of weorre and wo we mouwen beo sikere : al wrechhede comothf us

to." 100

H Crete wille hodden fe guode Men : of fo contreie bi-eide

In sum fair place fat bodi legge : and soften it wel wide ;

huy ortreuweden wel fat it were : in sum foul stude i-do,

LEGENDS OF SAINTS. I



50 st. edward's body is discovered bt a pillar of lioht,

and is buried at waukuam.

huy Boujten it ofte vide a-boutc : and no coujien noujt come fer-to.

On a time ase pis guode men : of wareygne fare bi-side

In pe contreye wenden and soften : pis holio bodi ful vide, 106

buy Btoden and bi-heoldon1 hcom bi-side : po iseijen buy gret

lijht > US. M-hwMtm

And cler with-alle a-boute one place : ase apiler stonde upright.

11 Huy pou^ten fat fere was godes grace. : pudere buy wenden and

soujte,

And founden fere pis liolie bodi : and up of pe eorpe itbroujten. 110

Jjare was wop and sor i-nov : po buy scijcn is grisli wounde I

Ake jeot was heore heorte glad : and Ioyful, )>o huy him founde.

"With wel fair procession : pis bodi forth huy bere

In-to pe toun of warayne : and faire it bureden fere ; 114

In a churche-jerd of ore leuedi : bi este fe churche a luyte,

Jjare huy bureden fat swete bodi : with gret honur and pruyte. 116

A chapele fare is arerd : ase fat holie bodi lai

In fe toun of warygne : fat stant jeot to fis dai.

pe put fare he was feorst i-founde : a welle fare gnn springue,

Pair and cler, fat jeot i-last : and is ofto gret botningue, 120

jjat Men cleopieth jeot to fis day : " seint Edwardes welle ;"

fare Mani Miracle hath i-beo : ase fe contrcio detbf telle.

U Jjat hoI:e bodi lay guode jwylo : fare it was i-do,

In fe toune of waraygne : and Mani man cam par-to. 124

Jje tifingue hov he i-martred was : sone sprang wel wide,

And fe Miracles fat for him comen : a-boute in echo side.

An hei} Eorl fare was a-londe fo : fat i-hoten was Alfez,

Jjat seint Edward louede muche : fe jwylo he Iiuede her : 128

po he hcorde of fe Miracles telle : fat ore louerd for him wro^te,

Glad and blife he was i-nouj : ase ech Man wel oujte ;

him foujto it was wel vuele i-do : fat be lai so lowe fere,

)3at he nere i-bured in herre stude : ase he wel wuyrfe were ; 132

Gret deol he hadde in is herte : fat he was a-morfred so,

And swnch a creature ase he was : in so lowe stude i-do.

In deorsete he wende wide a-boute : to fe heije men alio fere,

To Biscbopes and to Abbodes al-so : fat in Enguelonde were,1 1 36

And bad heom of fulke liolie bodi : fat huy it fannes bere p w « » i



ST. KDWARD'S BODY IS TRANSLATED FROM WAREHAM TO 8HAFTES- 61

BURT ABBEY. HIS STEPMOTHER'S PENANCE.

To herre stude ase it was wuyrfe : and fat huy farea-}ein nere.

his Messagers he sende a-houte : for )>is fing wel wide,

And to fe Abbesse of wiltone : fat i-hote was wilfride, . 140

And to Eadithfe J>e holie wumman : fat Nonne al-so was far,1 > orig. (*r

pat was seint Edwardes suster : and fe kingus doubter Edgar.

So fat Bischopus and Abbodes : and heije Men mani on

To-gadore comen in a time : ase huy bi-spoken echon. 144

11 To fis holi bodi huy wendcn. : and fo huy fer-to come,

hoi and sound huy founden it ligge : fo huy fat bodi up nouie,

Al-so hoi it was with-oute weomine : ase it euer er a-liue was—

pare nas noujt on fat it i-scij : fat glad and Ioyful fere-fore nas. 1 48

Ake Eadithfe, is holie suster : to fat bodi orn a-non

And bi-clupte fat bodi and custe it faste : bi-fore heom euerechon ;

For gladnesse heo lovj and weop : teres wel mani on,

)3o heo sai3 hire brofur so a-sla\ve : and so sovnd of flechs and bon—

ho-so nadde neuere deol i-seije : of hire he mijhtc fere.

pis heije men with grot honur : fat holie bodi forth bere, 154

With gret song and procession. : muche folk fuder-ward drovj.

Ore louerd dude fare for is loue : fair Miracle i-novj. 156

% For twcie crupeles fat in heore limes : al fur-crokede were,

Mid gret hope leien in fe wey : and n-biden fe bere :

hore limes bi-gunne to rechchen a-rijht : and hole bi-comen a-non ;

pare was Ioyo and blisse i-nouj : a-mong fis men ech-on. 160

U His stepmoder, fat him fare-to broujte : herof henle telle : ~i

hire of-foujte, fo he swuch man was : fat he1 him let so quelle.

Ope hire palefrey heo werth a day : aftur fat bodi to wiende, > — iwo

To bidde for^iuoncsso of hire misdede : jif god hire wolde siende.

U Ase heo wolde fuder-ward wiende : and with hire mani on,

huy ne mijhten make hire palefrey : fat it ane fote wolde gon; 166

huy schouen it faste forthfe-ward and drowen : and neuere fe betere

it nas. _

])e Quiene foujte on hire misdede : fat al fare-fore it was : 168

heo a-lijhte of hire palefrey : and wolde a-fote gon

To-ward fat holie cors. : ake heo nadde power non ;

A-jein-ward heo mijhte wel gon : ake forthfe-ward for no-fing.

. Heo bi-lefte, fo it was non ofor : in gret deol and mournyng. 172

■ a



52 TWENTY-ONE TEARS LATER, ST. EDWARD IS ENSHRINED AT

SHAFTESBURY ABBEY BY HIS OWN COMMAND.

Of hire misdedes Leo repentede hire sore : ase manie Men habbeth

i-sed,

[^ And cam to guod mendement : are pat heo were ded.

H pis Men ladden pis holie bodi : with gret honur and pruyte

To pe Abbeyo of Schaftesburi : pare ase be lijth juyte 176

A-mong blake Nonncno pat pare beoth : and al-so pare weren po,

pat fram pe toun of waraygne : is twenti Mile and mo ;

In pe nortbha[l]f of pe hei^e Autere : in pe walle bi-side

buy leiden pis holie bodi : pat manie men sechez wide. 180

In-to pulke Abbeie of Schafteburij : seint Edward huy ladde, [m. m]

For pe kyng Alfred, is graunt-sire : pat hous a-rerd hadde

And made par-inne is doujter Nbnno : pat was i-hote aljyue—

For hire loue he hadde pat hous arerd : and muche guod pudere in

i-jiue : 184

An hondret hidenene1 of guod lond : with hire he jaf per » r.hMtm

J)at hous, al-so freo in ecbe point : ase he him-sulf it heold er.

In pis Abbeie seint edward : lai on and twenti jer,

50 pat huy i-seien tokninguo ofte : pat he nolde nowmore beo per. 188

For jwane men comen ofte to is toumbe : ase lijthliche up huy as bero

And heuen as up and doun ase huy wolden : ase pei it lijht treov

were.

51 Seint Edward cam al-so anijlit : ase in a visioun

To an holi man pat pore was ncij : in an opur religion ; 192

" Go," he seide, " to Schafteburi : to pe Abbesse of pe house,

Dame Aldred pat clene Maide : pat is godes spouse,

And scie hire pat i-nelle nonmore : ligge pare ich nou do ;

pat ich beo i-brou$t in an opur stude : and pat heo segge mi broper so."

U pis guode Man a-morewe a-ros : and ne fur-jat noujt pis cas :

To pe Abbesse he wende of Schafteburi : and tolde al hou it was. 198

pis guode womman was glad i-nou; 1 : to pe kyngue heo wende sonc

And of is bropur tolde him al : and jwat per-of were to done, 200

Welle, pe kyng was one glad : po he i-heorde telle

So swete tipingue of is bropur : pei is moder him liete a-quelle 1

11 He wolde habbe i-went to schafteburi : In shrine him to bringue,

Ao he was so bi-set mid weorre : pat he ne mijhte for no pingue : 20 1

For is fon omen so faste him upon : pat he ne mijhto pannes wiwide.
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8T. FRANCIS OF ASS1SI, FOUNDER OF THE FRIAR MINORS.

To heie Men a-bouto in fo londe : wel sone he gan siende,

And to wilfin fe guode bischop : fat was bischop Jio,

J5.1t huy scholden with grct honour : to schafteburie go 208

And his brofur in schrine bringuo : aso rijth was forto done.

11 J)c Bischop with ))is ofur Men : to schafteburi comen sone.

With swife fair procession : to is toumbe huy wende.

A swifie fair Miracle a-mong heom alle : ore louerd for him fere senJe :

For a-non so huy openeden fat lid : of is swete toumbe fere,

jjaro cam a-doun foru; al fe churche : asc fei it a mist were, 214

A-mong al fe prece fat fere was : fat huy i-seien alle with eijc,

Fleuj1 a-mon[g] heom al-so a myst— : so swote fing ncuere huy er

ne seijo. • •». <w«

H So swoto was fe smul and guod : fat alle fat fere were

For murufe foujten fat huy stodcn : in parays and noujt fere. 218

bis hnli bodi up huy noinen : with gret honour and pruyte,

And leiden it in a wel fair schrine : fare ase it lijth juyte. 220

In fis manerc ho was i-schrined : in fe on an twentife jere

Jjat fe heijc men him bitten fro waram : and bureden him furst fere;

A fousend jer it was and on : after fulke stounde

)5nt ore louerd was on eorfe i-bore : and a-lijhto for us to grounde.

11 His brofur, fe king Afeldred : guod man was i-nouj ;

Edward was is sone i-hote : fat to alle guodnesse drouj, [W. »i kO 226

put king was sethfe aftur him : and heij halewe in heouene is,

I-cleoped seint Edward aftur is vncle : at West-Munstre he lijth, i-wis.

11 Op-on Mijhel-masse fourtene-nyjht : his day fallez in fe jere,

And a-midde fe Monfe of luyde1 : seint Edwardes dai fere.* J JJ ¥"2J

Not god for fe loue of heom bofe : fet swete kingues were,

To fe Ioye of heouene fat huy beoth inne : with heom us bringue fere.

s

18 Franceys.1

Eint Fraunceys, fe frere Menour : fat guod man was i-novj,

Marcbaunt he was in his jonghede : and to echo treuwenesse

drovj.

his Marchaundise he maude aMay : in fe cite of Asise ; >■/.■!

i Thi. life U baled on the ViU «. Fr. by S. Bonaventura, in Act. S3. BoU. Oct

4. p. 742 ff.
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MEANING : SPIRITUAL WARFARE.

And in almesdede he spendede an1 on pouere Men : muchedel is

Marchaundise ; 'om. u 4

For no loue of catel : he it nolde bi-leue,

3 wane ani pouere man him bede : bote he him som-jwat jeue.

U Ase he cam a day bi fe wei : he gan mieten bi cas

Ane knijt fat hadde Riche i-beo : and1 swife a-pouerod was ; 8

Tuelc he was i-clofed al-so : and bad him sum guod. >ns.u4aid

Seint Fraunceys hadde rcufe of him : and one jwyle he with-etod,

U he strepte of is clones of is rug : and jaf pis pouere knyjt.

And fer-aftur ase he lay a-slepe : in is bedde a-nyjt, 12

A swife noble paleys : him foujte fat he i-seij ;

he Axede was fat paleys were : fat so richo was and heij ;

Men seiden him fat it was his : and is knijtes al-so.

po pis holie Man a-wok : sum-jwat he foujte do. 16

In fat paleys him fou^te he sai; al-so : knyjhtes Amies fere,

And with afair crcoiz foruj-out : I-markede alle huy were.

f jjoujte he, " ore louerd it wole : fat ich mi-seolf knyjt beo,

And swyf0 feble ich am fare-to : bete ich me bet bi-sco." 20

An Eorl fare was in poile1 : fat was corteys and hende : >» Apuiu

he fonjte kny;t beo i-maud of him : fuder-ward he gan wende.

Ase he wende towar[d] fis Eorl : for-to beo i-maud knijt,

Ore swete louerd in Auision : to him cam a nijtli ; 24

" Seije me," he seido, " of fe louerd : and of fe hyne al-so,

And of fe riche man and of fe pouere : 3 wuch may fe most guod do 1 "

" Bote fe louerd," quath fis ofur : " and he fat is riche."

" Jjou haddest almost i-clioso," ore louerd seide : "fat ful oni-liche :

For truste of fe hyne : fene louerd fou for-soke ;

J)ov nome vucle fin Avision : fou most fe bet bi-loke. 30

11 J}e Armure and fe paleis : fat fou so noble i-seijo,

Elles-jware fov schalt finde : Ake fou ne comest nou;t juit so heije ;

Knyjtes fov schalt habbe onder fe : fulke Amies for-to lede.

Jjare-foro wend fe horn a^ein : and bi-fench bet fi dede I "

H J>is holi man, fo he a-wok : a^ein wende to Asise,

And fou3te al on Ihera crist : and bi-lefde is Marchaundise, 36

And bad ore louerd nyjht and dai : fat he scholde him rede

And some tokningue senden him : hov he scholde is lijf lede.
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THINGS, AND BRINGS THE PRICE TO THE DECAYED ST. DAMIAN'S.

IT A day, ase fis holio man : with-oute Asiso him drouj, [M.«i]

he mette a lodlich Mesel : fat revlich was i-nouj 40

And had him sum guod for godcs loue. : seint Fraunceys a-lijhte

And bi-clupte and custe fane sike man : ase faire ase he mijhte,

And of is seluer him tok : and bad him habbe guod day.

\>o nuste he jwaro he was bi-come : ne in none stude him ne say. 44

H Jx> folate wel ho it was : and aftur Jmlke dude

he wep and cride on ihom crist : fat lie scholde him sum-jwat rede ;

And ofte he wolde bi costome : to Muscles faro

And sechen heom at heore owene hous : bote ho founde hem ellcs-

3ware, . 48

And cusse heore hondene and heore fet : and heore Mouth al-s[o]

And jyne heom guod wel largeliche— : bi costome he wolde it do.1

IT Bi a churche of seint Damian : a day he cam gon, > auurhuidKMiaii

J5at ope fe poynte was to falle a-doun. : In he wende a-non 52

And kneolede a-doun bi-fore fe croiz : aso he dude wel ofte.

J>o spac a voiz fare-inno : wel Mildeliche and softe

And seide, " Fraunceys, go fo forth : and a-rer up min hous an lieij,

)3at, fou sixt, fallcz to grounde : and al destruyd is neij." 56

1T Seint Fraunceys, for fe churche was : a-done-ward al i-brou3t,

"Wende fat ore louer[d] fare-bi seide— : ake far-of nas it noujt :

he wende and solde is clofes a-non : and muche of is ofur fingue,

And fe panes fat he nam fare-with : to fis church gan bringue. 60

Jje pr[o]o8t of fe churche he fond fere : fe panes he wolde him take,

To arere up fe pouere churche. : and he heom gan for-sake ;

he ne dorste noujt for is fader : ne for is ofur freond, he seide,

So muche tresor nime of him : bote it were bi heore rede. 64

IT Seint Fraunceys nam fat tresor : fo fe ofur it for-sok,

And in a fenestra leide it fere : and in ore louerdes warde it tok.

po fe tyfingue cam to is fader : fat he hadde i-sold is guod,

Toward him he wende anon : and for wrath was neij wod. 68

Seint Frau[n]ceys was i-war of him : and ne bi-lefte noujt bi-hinde,

he wende and hudde him in a Dich : fat he ne mijhte him noujt

finde.

In fis Diche wel longue he lay : in hunguer and wrech-hede,

And euere cride on Ihwu crist : fat he scholde him betere rede. 72



56 ST. FRANCIS OF AS8I8I HIDES HIMSELF, COMES BACK, AMD

18 PUNISHED BT HIS FATHER.

IT So longue he was fare in meseise : fat he for-ferde neij,

J3at vnnefe him coufe i-knowe : ani man fat him soij.

Atfe laste in meseise i-novj : he wende to Asise.

j>at folk, fo lmy seien him com[e] : heom gan ful sore a-grise 76

And seiden " here comelh a wod Man" : huy harleden him wel faste

And smiten and pulten here and fere : and dunge on him caste.

Stint Fraunceis wende cuere forth : ase fei him no-fing nere.

H his fader cam also bi cas : and i-metto him fere : 80

he laddc him horn to is hous : and beot him sore i-novj,

Aid bad him bringue horn fat catel : fat he er a-wei drovj.

J)o he ne mijhte habbe non ofur word : he bond him swife strongue ;

So fat f is guode man : in piisone lay ful longuo. 84

Atfe laste, fe jwylo is fader : out of toune gan i-\vcnde, [foi. ub.j

his Moder hadde reovfe of him : and broujte him out of bende.

po ho was out of bcndcs i-broujt : he no bi-lefto no lcng for,

he wende to fe Dich ajein : fro jwannes he cam er. 88

11 jjo fis housebondc cam horn : and ne founde him uoitjt fere,

Swife sore he beot is wijf : and axede jware he were.

To fe churche of seint Damian : fe housebonde wende fo,

And fond fat tresor al-hol fere : ace he it hadde i-do. 92

And sethfe he wende to fe Dich : and founde is sone fere.

be axede at him for jwat fingue : fat tresor a-wei he bere ;

And fo he i-sei3 al fen ende : fat he luyte far-of roujto,

he ladde Fraunceys forth with him : ant bi-fore fe Bischop him

broujte, 96

And bad, jif he alles wolde : fe worldes guod bi-leue,

)5at he bi-fore fe Bischope fer : fat tresor up jcue.

IT Seint Fraunceis with fulke worde : glad and Ioyful stod :

Jjare and bi-fore god he }af up : al his eorfelich guod, 100

And streopte of is clofes : a-non to is bare liche

And bi-fore fe Bischope tok is fader : and bad him beo guod and

riche;

he seide, " ich fe habbe fader i-cleoped : euere to fis day,

And noufe it is so feor i-come : fat non more i-ne may ; 104

Segge ich mot mi .paUr-nosfer : heonne-forthfe-ward i-wia

And to mi fader holdo me : fat in heuone is."
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TO REBUILD ST. DAMIAN's AND OTHER CHURCHES.

Nakede he wende fraui is fader : bi-fore heom fare echon ;

"Worldes guod aftur fulke tyme : ne bod he neuereft non. 108

•IT A seli vplondischse Man : fat nakede sai3 him go,

Gret deol in is heorte hadde : for is chele and for is wo :

he jaf him ane olde Mantel : his bones fare-with to hele ;

Seint Fraunceis it vnder-feng : to witien him fram chele, 112

his licame he heolede fare-with : and in myseise i-novj

A-jen fare he was i-boro : to Asise he him drovj.

H Ase he hadde er i-beo so riche : and so wel was i-knowe,

A bcgare he cam a[n]d bad is mete : fere-aftur in a frowe, 116

Fram dore to dore he bad is mete : and wonede him far-to ;

Some weren wrofe for is dedes : and no guod nolden him da

Of fe ordro of frero Menours : he ne made no-fing juyte ;

ho bi-gan in pouerte i-nov3 : and with luyte pruyte. 120

1T Men of fe contreie weren : a-boute for-to a-monde

Seint Damianes churche : fat al a-done-ward wende,

jjaro ase seint Fraunceys hadde i-beo : and tresor bi-left fere.

J>o he ne mijhte non ofur do : fe churche for-to a-rere, 124

he wende fudere and sore swonk : and bar morter far-to,

And sethfe he eode and bad is mete : jwane he hadde al i-do.

1F Ane churche sethfe of seint peter : men arerden elle3-j[w]are :

pis holie man in is miseise : wel sone he was fare 128

And Morter and ston drouj fer-to : and sore swonk al-so,

And sethfe eode and bad is mete : fo he hadde al i-do. [iw- u]

Jwane he heorde of ani churche : fat oujwer was for-ta-rere,

he wende fudere, and longue him folate : are ho were fere. 132

IT To seinte Marie in desert : ate laste he wende wel stille

And criede on ore louerd nijht and day : fat he dude bi him is wille

And fat ho 3cue him is grace fero : in jwat manere he best n^hte

his churche fat a-doneward was : best a-rere up and dijhte. 136

So fat god him 3af fe grace : fat he fare bi-gan

J)o ordre of frere Menours : to saui inani a man.

H In fe bi-guynningue of fis ordre : ase ore louerd 3<jf fat cos,

Ane masse he i-heorde a day : fat of fe Apostles was ; 140

As man rat 3uyt a-mong us : in fe godspelle it seide fo

pat ore louerd hiet is desciplos : fo huy scholden a-boute go,
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'CHURCH' HE IS TO REPAIR, AND THEN FOUNDS HIS ORDER.

)5at hay ne bercn with heom gol[d] ne seluer : 3 wane buy wenJen

ouer IonJ,

Ne baggue, ne tweie curtles nofur : ne schon, goinde with oner lond1—

H In fis nianere ore louerd hiet : his Apostles gon. ' "^^."SiSS "*mr '"■

po seint Fraunceis i-heorde fis : he dude of is schon, 146

And porueijede fat frere Menours : barcfot scholden gon,

With-oute bagge, with-oute staf : with-oute ani fing to spene— 148

Bote ech frcre Menonr do al-so : he ne halt noujt is ordre, ich wene.

In stude of is gurdel al-so : with rope he him bond—

In fis manere frere Menours : scholden go ouer lond.

11 Seint Fraunceis bi-foujte fus : to don fis holie dede 152

And made fe ordre of frere Menours : al ase fe godspel sede.

II Bernard, fat was a guod scholer : formest to him cam

And fe ordre of frere menours : of him formest he nam.

he axede at him hov he scholde best : Jo world clanliche for-sake.

To seint Nicholas churche huy wenden : ane masse-bok huy gonne

take.

Jje bok was i-closed faste to : seint Fraunceis hine gan vndo, 158

Al on-mundliche he on-dude fe bok : and f>c furste fat he cam to

})at was a godspel fat seith : " jif fou wolt parfij t bco, 160

Sul al fi guod and }if pouere men : and sethfe si wo me I "

11 Al vn-Mundlingue he cam eft-sone : to a godspel fat seide :

pat man ne scholde seluer ne gold : bi fe weie lede.

Jje fridde tyme al on-Mundlingue : fe masse-bok he wende : 164 .

Jx> cam he opon fis godspel : ase ore louerd him grace sonde :

" ho-so wole come after me : him-sulf he schal for-sake

And is owene rode here : and fene wei after me so take."

11 " Jjov i-fuxt hero," quath seint Fraunceis : " hou ore louerd in a

stounde 168

Sent us grace ope jwuche fingue : we schullen fis ordre founde :

Opon feos freo god-spelles, fov fuxt : fat we habbeth furst i-founde

We schullen foundi al ore ordre : and opon fis strongue grounde."

Opon fis1 freo godspelles he maudo2 is ordre : and is riule* for-

SOthf— "US. (,!•>[. • miBdrt • BjttU on Um margin. 172

And fe frere Menor hrekez is ordre : fat fare-ajein ou$t dothf.

H Fie Gyles was fo fe ferste— : fat guod scoler hadde i-beo,
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CONFIBUED BY THE POPE.

Jjat aftur frere Bernard fe ordre nam : and sethfe ofur freo. C««*0

So fat vnder heom alle sixe freres : to-gadere weren i-broujt 176

And fei fis ordre were i-maud : i-confermcd nas heo noujt.

H Seint Fraunceys ]>e holie Man : fo god J>e tyrae scnde,

To contend is ordre a-rijlit : toward Rome ho wende.

Ake swife sore he was of-drad : laste fe pope were 180

Contrarious ajein is Ordre : fat heo i-confermed nere.

Ake forth he wende to fondi : he nolde noujt beo bi-hynde ;

And euere he bad Ihotu crist : fat he moste som grace finde.

H j)o foujte him in a wision : fat [he] i-saij a gret treo, 184

So hei3 fat he was a-drad : toward fe coppe i-seo ;

And netheles on aunture he him dude : and nam far-of a bovj

Aboue in fe hexte studo : and toward him it drovj :

hit beij al a-doun to him : aftur is wille i-nov3, 188

For al fat him dradde furst : fat it was heij and tovj.

H Jjo fis holie man a-wok : on fis sweuene he folate longue

And fare-foni3 he hopede of fe pope : sum grace for-to afongue ;

For fe treo fat was so heij : lijjthtliche to grounde drovj, 192

Also he hopede fene heije pope : to is wiUe bringue i-novj.

To fe pope Innocent : fo he to Rome cam,

he bad graunti is Religion : to amendi cristindam,

A[n]t fat he scholde is ordre preouen : and is Revle al-so 196

Jjoru} fe godspel of godes word : and fer-aftur do.

11 ])o fe pope is Revle iseij : fat heo was clone and guod,

And ope fe godspclle i-founded al : ase he wel onder-stod,

In is herte he grauntede it : ake nou?t with is Mouth a-non, 200

For he moste is cardinales : conseili fare-uppe ech-on.

% So fat a-Mong fis Cardinales : counseil fere was i-nome.

Some heolden fare^ein : and also fare-with some.

J)o was fer a Cardinal : fat Bischop was al-so, 204

Maister Iohan of seint poul : fat faste heold fer-to

And seide, " jif we destourbieth him : a3ein fe godspelle we beothf,

Jwane he spechut al vpe godes word : ase we wel i-seothf."

II In Avisioun to fe pope : a-ni3ht also it cam 208

Jjat he grauntede him is Reule : to saui crtstindom.

So fat fe pope grauntede him : al is Reule to do,



CO ST. FRANCIS OP ASSISI. HIS PREACHING. A HELP IN NEED.

HIS AUSTERITY.

And confermede £01-113 ^ }e court : and bi-hiet Lim more fer-to.

J3o wende forth]) fis liolie Man : and is freres with]) him nam 212

And prechede a-boute f0 godspelles : to amendi cristindom.

H Jjo fe contrci30 i-seij heom fcrst : grot spccho was fere,

Some seiden fat Aunte-crist : o]>ur is desciples it were ;

So fat in wel manie etudes : luyte guod men heom sonde 216

And huy weren ofte ofhungrede sore : ase huy a-boute wende.

So fat huy comen into a stude : and ofhungrede weren sore,

pat some of fe freres hadden i-foujt : in fe ordre to beo non-more,

po cam fere a wel fair man : and broujte heom mete i-novj— [w. «tj

Sono huy nusten 3ware he bi-cam : ne ^voder-ward he drovj.

J313 freres i-sei3en fule fo : fat an Aungel it was : 222

J?e studefastore in heore ordre : huy weren for fis cas

And bi-hieten god fat huy nolden neuere : for miseise ne for wo 224

In fe ordre bi heore mijhte : pouerte fur-go.

II Bi-side fe toun of Asise : feor fram eche strcte

huy wenden alio to one stude : fat was al fur-lete.

Miseyse huy hadden fare i-novj : and ofte wepen sore, 228

For defaute of heore sustinaunce : and for definite of bokes more.

For huy ne hadde bokes none : jwarc-on huy niijlit-n loko,

In fe croiz huy bi-heolden al day : in-stude of heore boke,

And beden god1, ;if it were is wille : fat he scholde heom sum guod

teclie, > us. guod 232

For huy nadden non ofur bok : ne nusten jware-with any a-reche.

U To seinte Marie in desert : fannes huy gunne i-wiende,

Ase huy bi-gunnen furst fe ordre : to bringue as fare to ende.

Seint Fraunceis wende bi fe londe : and prechede a-boute fere. 236

Men wenden, f0 huy seijcn him furst : fat of an ofur worlde he were ;

For he capede euere upward : toward heouene an hoij,

Jjat men wondreden and spekcn far-of : euer-ecb fat him i-eeij.

Manie heolden him a truant : of fo deueles lore 240

And harleden him here and fer : and ofte boten him sore.

P'ib holie man ne tok none jeme : ake crtede ore louerdea ore,

And jware men duden him mest schame : fudere he droT} fe more.

U Idol ne kepte he neuere beo : he ne louede no fin[g] so luyte 244

2Je hatede to muche ase he dude Alee : and idelnesse and pruyte.



ST. FRANCIS OF ASSI8I CALLS HIS FLESH " FRERE ASSE," AND A Gl

LAZT MAN "FRERE FLIE." HE LIKES REPROOF.

" Frere Asse " he cleopede is owene flesch— : for 30 wuten wel pat an

Asse,

Nabbe heo neuere so luyte mete : is trauail nis no po losse,

For heo is i-harled here and pero : and to file weorke i-do, 248

I-priked and i-scourget eke : and sackes heo bercz al-so ;

Of jeomero pingue heo is i-fed : jwane heo alios comez par-to,

And selde heo is i-coureyd wel : with-ovte nail an scho.

f He seruede so is owene flesch : and cleopede it " frere Asse " : 252

Mete he jaf him luyte i-nov : and to clopingue wel lasse ;

he prikede also and scourgede ek : and poruj-out pe contreije

harlede it and deope wod : bare-fot in deope weye.

3wane he i-saij ani idel Man : pat louede glotonie 256

And ne trauailcde noujt for is mete : he cleopede him "frere flie " :

For pe flie ne doth non opur guod : bote fleoth feor and neor

And a-waytez jwane men goth to mete : o)>ur to heoro soper ;

A-non so pe Disch is i-set a-doun : heo wole beo ope pe brerde—

Of trauail ne wo ne kep[t]hp heo noa3t : bote pat heo wel ferde ;

U Jwane a Man hath al dai i-swounke : pei he it hadde i-swore, 262

he ne schal to is Disch como so sone : pat pe flie nolo beo bi-fore.

IT Also farez manie idele Men : pat non oper guod nelleth do, 261

Bote 3%vanne opur Men beth to-ward pe mete : jare huy beth par-to ; l

Atpe Dische huy wollez al-so sone beo : ase huy pat habbez i-swounke,

And panne is al heore weork i-do : habben huy i^ete and i-dronke ;

Jianne gothp huy ligge slope : opur gothp to some folie. P foi. « b.]

Jjare-fore seint Fraunceys cleopede : swucho men " frere flie ".

H Of noping nas pis holie man : so glad ase of edwij^t : 270

For 3wane ani Man opbraid is pouerte : he was in grot delijt ;

3 wane Men cleopeden him hoxtare : opur cheorl opur cheorles sone—

For port-Men booth ofte boistouse : and boxtares bi wone—

" leue broper," he seide : " certes, pov seist sothp, 274

I-blessed beo pou for pat word : and alle pat so dothp 1

Proses1 sone Bernard : it bi-comethp bi rijtho lawo > r. p«m* (aa. ram)

To heore telle of is rijhte : ich aucbjto beo glad and fawe."

And jwane men preiseden oujt of is cuynde : he nadde pare-of no

delijt.

Jjare-fore hc-eo wolde him paye : segge him sum edwijt ;
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And bi-foro al folk a-brod : in is prechingue he seide 280

his Miseise and is defaute : ofto and is wreclihedo.—

51 In poyle scint Fraunceis jeode : some time ouer lond,

50 fat a porsful of panes : bi fe weie he fond ;

he ne tok non more jeme fare-to : fane to so muche fen. 281

his felawe bad him nimen heom up : and dele pouere men.

" I nelle noujt," seide seint Fraunceis : " of ofur mannes dele."

" Me funchez," seide is felawe Jo : " fat fov nart noujt felej.

Jjat fou ne loucst noujt pouere men : jwane fou nelt heom don

no guod." 288

Jjia holie man i-heorde fis : and one }wile in foujte stod ;

f " J)ou sclialt," he seide, " sone i-seo : 3[w]at fis panes beoth ech-on."

he wende and nam up fat pors : and openedo him a-non :

£o crep fare out a naddre : fe fouleste fat mi;hte gon, 292

And fe pors al amti was : and peni bi-lefte non ;

And fat was fe Deuel of helle : fat in fe fourme of panes lay,

Fcr-to bi-traye fis holie man : jwane he fo panes i-saij.

51 J)is holie Man seint Fraunceis : among ech manere best 296

Muche he louede joungue lambre : and a-nouredc heom euere mest,

For ore louerd euenede him-sulf to a lomb : foruj seint Iohan fe

Baptist, 298

And for it is with-oute felonie : and milde ase ilic.su crist ;

And ofte jwane men wolden heom quelle : fram defo he heom broujte

With biddingue and with is faire word : and fale sifcs heom boujto.

U In fe Abbeye of seint vcrecunde : a joung lomb he founde, 302

A souwe a-strangli it a-non : and fret it in a stounde.

Seint Fraunceis stod and bi-hcold : " A-mong alle bestes," he seide,

" A-corsed fou beo, lufere souwe : fat dudest fis lufere dede ;

)3at fi lijf beo schort and strong : and fi dethf beo strong al-so,

And fat no fing ne ete of fi flcsch : jwane fou ert of liue i-do ! "

Jx> bi-gan fe souwe a-non : ase he fis word seide, 308

To beo ful of Bchabbe and of buylcs : and of ofur wrechhede,

j)at heo orn out al of quituro : and ase fat folk i-saij, iw. u}

In wrechhede and in sorewe inov : heo deide fane fridde day,

And fur-rotede and stock foule i-novj. : no best fat it i-seij, 312

Ration ne pie no ofur foul : nolde ones come fare-neij.
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f For seint Fraunceis louode lambro1 : ase al fat folk i-saij, > or

On of is freond for godes loue : a lomb him jef a daj*3.

Jjis lomb vrolde old and joung : al dai nei3 him beo 316

And niaken with him loye i-nouj : jwanne it him mijhte i-seo.

Seint Fraunceis hiet }>is schep a day : jwanne it heorde freres singue,

To churche gon at eche tido : and ne lete for none fingue.

Jjat schep aftur fulke time : selde wolde a-bide, 320

3wane hit i-heorde freres in fe queor : fat hit nas at eche tide ;

Blete it wolde a-jencs heom : for it ne coufe noujt elles do ;

And jwane it Baij fe freres sitten a-kneo : kneuli it wolde al-so,

And jwane ani preost sacrede : kneoli it wolde far-to 324

And wel inwardliche bi-holde fudere : ase it saij ofur freres do.

"Wei aujte we onouri Jie sacringue : jwane a swuch best wolde I

A wonder bede-man it was : to come to godes1 bolde I ' AUi£u,i™i,*,w*1

H Ase seint Fraunceis fis holie man : oner lond ofte him drouj, 328

Wilde foules, smale and grete : honouredcn him i-novj.

For ase he wende in atymo : to prechio ouer lond,

An hep of foules grete i-novj : In a stude he fond ;

huy songuen and maden noyse i-nov : euerech in is wise ; 332

)}e ;uyt )>o holie man a-mong heom cam : huy nolden noujt enes arise.

II " Beu frere," quath )>is holie Man : "ore sustren fat booth here

honourieth god fat heom made : ech in his manere ;

llijht is fat we don also : are we fram heom gon." 336

huy gonne to segge heore tidene : among fis foules ech-on.

\>o maden fis foules so gret noise : fat huy ne 1ni3ht.cn nofing i-here.

" Sostrene," quath fis holie Man : " chaungiez eouwer manere,

Beothf noufe stille and latehf mo segge : mine tidene with mi frere,

And sethfe 30 mouwen aftur us : euer-ech with is fere."

IT J3is foules a-non-rijht to is heste : stillo weren al-so 342

And seten and heorden heore tideno : for-to huy hadden al ido.

" Nou sustren," quath fis holie man : " we habbuthf i-seid ore tide,

Bi-guynnez ouwer jwane 30 wollez : 30 ne foruen no leng abide."

Jjis foules bi-gonne singue anon : fe leste and eke fe meste— 346

Swife gret pouwer he hadde of god : fat foules weren at is heste I

^1 pie holie man wende him forth : to prechi ouer lond :

A gret hep eft-sone of foules : in on ofur stude he fond.
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he wende forth)) a-mong heom. : pis foules bi-gonne echon 350

Louten to him wel mildeliche : and honouri liim a-non.

J)is holie Man at-stod ane jwile : and poujto. heom sum guod teche,

And rijht ase it weren men of witto : Jjjs foules he gan to preche :

U " Leoue sostrene," he seide, " for godes loue : honouriethp ore croatur,

For a-mong alle liues : 30 ai^ten him don honour :

For he jifht eov nobleie i-nouj : wyngueue for-to fleo, [w. « bj 356

And fepereno to beren eov up-on lieij : wide- for-to seo,

And mete jwarc 30 wollez a-lijhte : with-oute echc-manere suynche,

he 3ifth eov also muche pruyte and ayse : ase 30 mouwcn onne penche ;

Delue ne diki ne poruo 30 nafur : ase manie Men moten do, 360

And 3eot 30 mouwcn habbe mete 1-110V3 : 3\vano opere nabbeth

nou3t 80."

11 pia foules heorkeneden him wel stille : pe 3wile is prechingue i-laste,

And fram wodes and fram opur studes : puder-word drowon faste.

Jjo pis holie man hadde i-do : he wende forth a-non 364

And bi-teijte heom ihesu crist : and blessede heom ech-on ; l ^JjJ^f^JJJ

he pleide with heom murie W10U3 : ase he among heom gan gon,1

And strokede heom with is longuo fleue. : pere nolde a-rise nou3t on,

Are he wolde bidden heom wende forth : jwarc huy hadden to done.

}>is foules, po huy heordcn pis : huy flouwen forth wel sone.

fl Seint Fraunceis a-mong al opur pingue : rijht at is heorto grounde

Ofte he pou3tc deope i-nov3 : of ore louenles wounden ;

So studefast-liche in is poi^t : non opur ping he ne nam. 372

hit bi-feol at pe holie rode-tid : pat a-jcm Mijhel-Masso cam,

Opon pe hul of Auuernc : ase it was ore louerdes wille,

Al one in is orcsones : pere he lai wel stille,

he pou3te on ore louerdes woundene : so deope pat it nas non ende :

An Aungel he i-sai3 an hei3 : rijht fram heouene wiende,

U Six wingene him po^te he haddo : pat schinden bri3bte and wide,

)>e tweie stoden up a-bouen is heued : and pe tweien bi is side,

And poni3-out ouer is wombe a-creoyz : tweien pere weren al-so, 380

Ase men seothp ofte in churche depeint : ho-so lokethp pare-to ;

pe Annea weren a-long i-sprad : ase huy weren on pe rode,

And pe fet i-streitht a-long : al vrninde a-blode,

J)oru3 pe right aide he was i-emito : and poruj fet and honde : 384
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hit was in fourme of an Aungel : ore louerd, ich onder-stonde.

II So gret Ioye hadde J>is holie Man : of fis noble sijhte

jjat him foujte ho was in an ofur world : and fonkede godes mijhte ;

he nuste ?wat for Ioye do : )>e jwyle he J>is fourme i-sei3h. 388

At ]>e laste he fleu3 a-jein : in-to heouene an heijh.

Seint Fraunceis was in Ioye i-nou3 : for he hadde fat noble sijth,

And naineliche of ore louerdes wounden : fat ho wilnede daij and

nyjhti

Jjo bi-heold ho is oweno hondene : and is fiet al-so : 392

Jjo weren huy Jioruj-out i-smite : and fe nailes far-on i-do,

And is ri3ht side i-wounded al-so— : ake wel sore neren huy nou3t ;

So fat he hadde J>c woundene him-sulf : fat so muche weren in is fo^t

U Jjo nailes weren blake i-nou3 : fe hauedene round© and grete, 396

]3e poyntes weren euelongue : use huy weren a-3ei[n]ward-i-bete ;

Aboute Jie nailes fat flesch stod up : ase it were al-to-swolle

And ase it al a-boute were : for Anguyse to-bolle.

In fis manere we mouwen beo sikero : fat ore louerdes woundene

were- 4<>0

For bote ase a schewinguo and Ansaumple : in seint Fraunceyse

huy nere. lM- **1

So fat Jiis holie man hadde : ore louerdes woundone fiue ;

And bi-lefden on him aftur-ward : fe 3wilo lie was a-liue.

At J>e holie rode-tid in Soptembre : he gan furst fis fing i-seo ; 404

Ac ope fe hulle he hadde er : nci3 a monfo i-beo,

And fourtene ni3t fare-aftur-ward : he bi-lefte 3uyt fere ;

So fat euene vnder al : fourti dawes fere wore.

H Ase Moyses opon synay : was bi oldo dawe 408

Fourti dai3es in priuote : to seon fo oldo lawe,

Also was fis holie Man : fourti dawes i^ht

Opon fe hulle of Auuerne : to seo fat holie sijht.

So fat Aboute Mi3helmasse : furst he wende to grounde ; 412

Ac he hudde is fet and hondene faste : fat Men ne i-sei3en fe wounde.

With fe woundene he liuede two jor : and prechede a-boute wide,

And fe woundene omen ofte a-blode : and nameliche of is side,

And bi-bledde is cuyrtel ofte : and is briech al-so ; 416

he carede muche hou he n^hte : stilleliche it a-wei do.—

LKOBNDS OF BAINT3. V
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H Sethfe fare cam in fie londe : a swyfe strong qualm of orue,

Jjat schep and reoferen and ofur bestes : aldai leijen a-storue.

A guod Man pat hadde rauchel orf : bad ore louerd wel faste 420

Jjat he ne bi-nome him noujt al is guod : ake fat som him moste i-lasto.

Slepinde in ametingue : to him seide fonij1 godea sonde lom.^ru)?

pat he scholde nime of fat watur : fat seint Fraunceis wusch inne is

honde

Ofur is fet and fere-with : a-mong fe bestes sprenge, 424

And, jif him foujte fare were to luyte : with ofur watur it Mienge.

IT bis guode Man faro-afturward : a-waitede is point ofte

And stal of fis watur stilleliche : in huydeles wel softe,

And spreinde a-mong is owene orf : and a-mong ofare roani on : 428

And oueral fare it was i-spreind : huy weren hole ech-on.—

II Seint Fraunceis was frere Menour : in fe ordre twenti jer,

And two jer and al-mest freo wyke : ore louerdes woundene he bor,

So fat he drouj to-ward fe dcfe : and feblischede ful swife faste. 432

On him nas noujt bote fel and bon : bi-leued atfe laste.

In torment he was strong i-novj : end jwano ho was in worst stoundo,

his lene bones he wo!de drawe : a-jein fe harde grounde,

For-to make fe more is pine : and fe eorfe he custo al-so 436

And fonkede god of alio guode : fat ho him hadde i-do.

he lay sijk and deide sonc : seint Fraunceis fe holie man

In ore leuedi churche : fare he furst fe ordre bi-gan.

U J)o he was fe defe nei$ : naked he liet him do, 440

And to fe harde vrfe al bar : al nakede he lay so,

And het heom fat a-bouto him were : fat aftur fulke stounde

hny leten him ligge longue also : nakede on fe grounde,

bat eorfe mijlite on eorfe deije : for fat were is rijhte. 444

he bi-gan to prechi is brefren : ope is feble mi;hte.

II Atfe laste, fo he fene dethf i-saij : and i-felde hine ful strongue,1

"Voce mea" he bi-gan : one saume of euesongue, ph. mio

And seide forthf fe saume al out : and heold up is hondene heije, 448

And with fe laste word of fe saume : he bi-gan to deije.

he deide tweolf hundred jer : and sixe and twenti rijht

Aftur ore louerdes burtime : on a satur-day at nijlit.

be sonendoi ho was i-burcd— : he ne ferde noujt ase fis riohe 452
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J)at for bobaunt of fe world : liggcthf longue a-liche.

11 ])o fis holie man was ded— : fei it were bi nijhte,

A gret hep of lauerkeue : opon fe cburche a-lijhte

And murie sounguen al fe longuo nijht : a-boute }>e bodie J>cre, 456

j)o fe soulo to heouene wende : ajein kuynde Jiei it wero—

For fo lauerke is a foul : fat muche louez lijht

And hcrethf fane dai with hire song : and rcstez hire a-ni^ht.

Ajein kuynde huy sounguen fere : ase fei huy hadden in muynde

hou muche he was anoured er : of foules a-3ein horc kuynde.

IT Frere Austyn, fat was ministre : under him i-do,

bo fis holie man was ded : atfo defo he lai al-so

In fe londe of labour1 : fat feor was faro-bi-side. C Terr* «i Laroro] 4G4

Wei longue he lai speche-les : feno dethf forto a-bide,

And ri)ht ase seint Fraunceis deide : feor in an ofur londe,

bis frere Austin spac wel mildeliche : and heold up is two honden :

" Abijd, brofur," he seide, "ane jwyle : ich come with fe a-non." 468

his freres axeden him jwat it were— : for heom wondrede ech-on.

11 " Bote frere Fraunceis," he seide, " ore fader : i-brou3t hath is lif

to ende

And is noufe toward heouene : and with him i-chulle wende."

With pis word he gan deije : and is soule al in pes 472

To fe Ioye of heouene wende : with is maister seint Fraunceis,

And fare huy [beoth] bofe : in Ioye with-outen ende.

Nou god for fe loue of seint Fraunceis : late us alle fudere wende.

AmeN.

19 Albon. V Vita uancli AlbanL

SEint Albon fe holie Man : was here of Enguelonde,

I-martred he was for godes loue : fornj Iesu cristes sonde.

Formest he was hefene man : and of hefene men he cam,

And sethfe, ase ore louerd it wolde : he tornede to cristindom. 4

11 be lufere prince fat was fo : dioclician,

And an ofur fat was al so : fat heijte Maximian,

Cristine men fat huy mijhten i-wite : huy broujten alle to grounde ;

In eche londe huy lieten heom seche : 3W8JO huy mijhten boon i-

founde, g

f a
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And to strongue de)>e heom duden : swipe manic and fale ;

huy ne spareden none pat huy mijhten findo : nopur grete ne sruale.

H A lupur Iustise pat with heom was : to enguelonde he cam,

To Martri alle cristino men : and destruyen cnstindoin. 1 2

A clerk, a guod cristino man pat was : heordo it telle wide

Of tormens pat huy duden opur men : he ne dorete no long abide,

Ake he fleu; elles-j wodere : pat ho i-Martred nere ;

To seint Albones house he cam : and had is In pere. [foi. *n 1 6

U Seint Albon, pe 5 wile he with him was : a-waited0 and i-saij

hov he was in is oresones : hope nijht and daij :

he poujte pat he was a fol : pat he was hepene bo longue,

he gan to leue on Ihegu ciist : and cristinedom ta-fongue. 20

IT Jje Iustise pane clerk liet seche : so pat it was i-kud

hou at seint Albones house : with him he was i-hud.

Knijbtes he sende to fechchen him : jif he i-founde were. Pw™,,|[01* ,h.

To seint Albon huy comen : and echsten after him pere.1 mTpartoifj*

huy comen and founden seint Albon : and axeden him a-non

Jwep'ur ani swuch pere were. : " for gode," quath pis holie man, 26

"For gode," seide pis guode Man : " I nelle it nou3t for-sake,

A swuch Man ich am mi-soul f : I nelle eou non opur take." £8

U " A, peof," seiden pis lupere men : " artpou i-come par-to,

Jwane pou wolt for pat strongue pef : to depe beo i-do 1 "

pis holie man huy bounden fasto : and to pe Iustise him broujte,

And tolden him pat he pulte him forth : for pat opur pef pat huy

soujten. 32

U " Bel ami," quath pe Iustise : " seie jwat is pi name

And of jwat kunne pou art i-come : pat ore godes dost schuch1

schame." > r. i<»™

" To pis Axingue," quath seint Albon : " ichulle answerie sone.

Of jwat kunne ich am i-come : luyte pou hast to-done ; 36

Alban is mi name, i-wis : and ich honori al-so

God pat schop alle ping : and euere-more wolle do."

U " A, traitur," quath pe Iustise : " artpou i-come par-to,

I schal don tormenti pi bodi : fram heued to pin ho. 40

hastpou i-hud pane pef at-hom : pat doth us so muche schame,

And pulst forthp pi-self, po I cheitif : to depe in his name : » r. pm
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Anoure ore godes, ich rede, a-non : and heom sacrefise,

Ofur ichulle fe tormenti so : fat men schullen of fe agrise." 44

"For noujt fou spext," quath Albon : "far-aboute fou spillest J»i

brcthf,

I-nelle neuere fene deuel honoure : for drede of J>e dethf."

U Jjo was fe Iustiso swyfe wroth : fane holie man he nam,

Nakede, and1 liet him fasto binde : and jaf him sone is dom : ■«/. im 48

With schourges he made is tormentours : leggon on him i-nowe.

On him huy leiden Jiat huy werie weren : and al is bodi to-drowe.

jjc liarde scourgene in is tendre floclis : deopo gonne wade ;

])o more }iat huy tormentcden him : fo gladdore he him made ; 52

he [jonkcdo god fat he mosto : fare for is loue [»-« *m»* in b]

To fe stat of cristindom : foruj is torment come.

1T fo Jie lujiere Iustise i-saij : fat it was al for noujt,

Jjat ho ne mijhte fram Iesu cr/st : for no-fing tome is foujt, 56

he hiet him lede with-oute toun : and is heued sraito of sone.

I-rcdie weren fe tormentours : for-to do is bone,

huy harleden him wel fOliche : fat scharao it was to se,

For-to huy cornea to fulke stude : faro he scholdo i-martred be. 60

huy comen to an vrninde brok : fere huy mosten ouer wade :

Jjo tormentores woden ouer al a-brod : and no strencfe far-of ne

maden. [«-« uM*d in lj

IT Ake ore louerd for seint Albones loue : dude miracle fere,

A-non so fe schrewe tormentores : ouer i-wade were : 64

For fo fis holie Man to watere cam : fat watur him with-drouj

And ouer fe broke made ane wei : druyje and clene i-nou),

fat ho wende ouer al-so druy;e : ase it a-londe were ;

And euere fat watur bi-hinden him : smot to-gadere fere 68

And cam al a-jein ase it was er : fo he cam to londe.

Louerd, muche is fi mijhte : ho-so him wole onder-stonde 1

IT fo maister of fe tormentores : to jwam he was bi-take,

]>o he i-saij fe faire miracle : fene deuel he gan fur-sake, 72

And seide he wolde to Ihesu crist : al is heorte wende, [7»-4 »j>uri<nu.]

For fe Miracle fat he fare i-saij : fat so fair was and hende ;

his sweord fat he on honde bar : wel feor fram him he caste

And to seint Albones fet he feol a-doun : and criede him merci faste,
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pat he mosto for him dcijo : ofur, bote it ofur •were,

pat he mosto in fe place : fene deth]) a-fongue fere. 78

IT Opon an hul huy wenden an hcij : ase buy weren a-signet to

pis holie Man seint Albon : to fe defe do. 80

Seint Albon vrilnede aftur watur : fare ope fe hulle on beij ;

he bi-heold fat fare ne mijhte : no watur come fare neij :

Ore louerd he bad with guode heorte : fat he sende is grace

pat som water mosto to him come : in fat ilke place. 84

Ore louerd heorde is bone : fare anon-i^hto [85 « adfed in l.]

bi-fore alle fe tormentores : in heore aire si^hte :

% For fo he hadde i-seid is oresun : and oro louerd i-bcde,

pare sprong out of fat hcije [hul] : a fair welle in fulko stude, 88

Of al-so guod water ase ani n^hlo beo— : fat juyt lnstethf, ich wene.

Euere was fo and al-so noufe : ore louerdes mijhte i-scne.

pis guode knight fat bi-liefde on god : for fat ho sei j cr,

"Wei more he criede fo on him : for fulke miracle for, 92

And wilnede jeorne fat he moste : for him deije fere.

So fat in ore louerdes name : Imartrede bofo buy were.

H Ake fe tormentour fat smot of : seint Albones beued,

Luyte he forte far-of jclpe : him were betero habbe bi-leued : 96

For fo he smot of is heued : rijbt in fulke stounde

his owene eyjene out of is heued : fare rijht fallen to grounde.

Louerd, muche is fi mijhte : ho-eo him wole onder-stonde,

Ase men mouwe bi is wifer-wine : godes mijhte fonde.1 ' J ™"p11y"i*^,,,*r"

Seint Albon i-martred was : here in Enguelonde pung»2!0'"U ""

Bi-side ane toune fat widincestre : men cleopeden, ich onder-stonde.

pare is noufe a churche a-rerd : and a gret Abbeye al-so,

pat men cleopieth seint Albones : ase he was to defe i-do. 104

Bidde we jeorne Ihera crist : and seint Albon wel faste

Pat we moten to fe Ioye come : fat euere schal i-laste.

20 Wolston

SEint Wolston, bischop of wyrecestre : was here of engelonde, [M. U)

Swife holi man he was al is lif : ase ich me vnder-stonde,

pe jwile he was a jong child : clene lif he ladde i-novj ;

Jwane ofur children omen to pleijo : toward churche he drouj. 4
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A MIRACLE.

Seint Edward was kyng fo : fat noufe in heouene is;

And fe bischop of wyricestre : brijttey hei3te, i-wis.

Of fis biscliop Brijtei : seint wolston is ordre nam,

Ech aftur ofur, ase it fel : so fat he preost bi-cam. 8

)5e bischop vnder-feng him sethfe : and Monek him makede i-wis

In fe priorie of wiricestre : fat noble hous and gret is.

Swyfe wel is ordro he heold : in fat priorie

And al is wille was for-to payje : god and seinte Marie. 12

In none bedde he nolde come : ake, jwane ofere jooden far-to,

bi-fore on auter he wolde go : his oresoncs for-to do ;

Jwane fe dede slep him ouer-code : fat he ne mijte no leng gon,

his heued he wolde legge a-doun : opon fe harde ston, 16

Ope one grece biforo fe Auter : ofur is bok faro-vnder do,

And liggcn ane stounde in dweole Miengyngue— : al is slep scholde

beon so.

ho nolde freo dawes in fe wyke : no-fing eten with-alle,

Ne no word speken bote his beden : for nou}t fat mijte bi-falle ; 20

fe ofur dawes wel luytel ho spak : and wel luytcl he eat al-so,

bote it were a luyte potage— : holde he wolde him fer-to.

So longue he leouede at wirecestre : in fat holie lyf wel atille,

J)at he was imaked prior of fat hous : muche a-jein is wille. 24

his Couent he wuste swyfe wel : and to alle guodnesse hem drouj ;

Of god and alle guode men : loue he hadde i-nouj.

J)e priorfie]1 of wyricestre : seint oswold bi-gan er, » Ms. prior

Jjat was bi-fore seint Wolston : neij ane hondred jer ; 28

And fat he hadde er bi-gonne : fe ofur fulfuldo, i-wis,

So fat foru3 heoro beiro dede : strong wcork and heij fare is.

Ase fis holio Man seint wolston : in a tyme liet a-rere

A bel-hous of swife strong weork : bellen to hanguy fere, 32

And Machouns a-boue aiid bi-nethe : fare a-boute were,

Bi laddren cloumben up and doun : and fat weork bi-twene al bere,

A man fare clemb up bi one laddre : an fo he was up on heij

Fram eorfe mo fane fourti fet : ase al fat folk i-seij, 30

Dounward he ful, ase he mis-stap— : Men weren sore a-gaste.

Seint wolston stod and bi-heold : hou he was a-dounward faste :

he made fe signe of fe croyz : ase he feol to-ward fe grounde :
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harmles he feol and hoi man i-novj : his limes weren hole and

soande, 40

And a-ros up and dude is weork : ase him no-]>ing nere.

Louerd, muche is j>i mijte : and pat fou cuddest wel fere,

J5at [he] so harde fram so hei^e feol : and of echo liarmo was sker ;

Jjou art a louerd fat wonderes dcst : ase seith fe sautcr. 44

V Hit bi-feol so fat brijtey : fe Bischop of wyricestre, was ded :

A clerk was bischop after him : fat Men cleopedcn aldred, cm. Mb.]

J)at seint wolston louede wel : and he louede him al-so—

For ech guod man wole louien ofur : it were elles vuele i-do. 48

Sethfe it bi-fel fat fe Erchebischop : of Euerwicke was ded :

Erchebischop huy maden far : feno bischop aldred,

And fe bischopriche of wiricestre : vacaunt was and lere :

Seint wolston was sone i-choso : and bischop i-maked fere. 52

Bischop him made fo holie man : seint Edward fe king,

And a-feng hira in his dignete : and tok him is staf and ring,

his bischopriche he wuste wel : and also is priorie,

And a-forcede him to serui wel : god and seint Marie. 56

Tour jer he hadde bischop i-beo : and noujt fulliche fiue

po seint Edward fe holie kyng : wende out of fis liue.

Gret reufe it was to al engelond : so weilawei fe stounde 1

Eor Btraungo men fere comcn sethfe : and broujten enguelond to

groundo. 60

% Harold was fo rijhtest eyr : for non ofur fere nas ;

Jje crouno he bar of Enguelonde : jwuche j wile so it was.

For willame Bastard, fat was fo : Eorl in Noremaundio,

Jjoujte to winne Enguelond : poruj strencfe and tricherie : 64

he let him greifi folk i-nou3 : and gret poer with [him] l nam on.

And with gret strencfe in-to fe se he him dude : and to Enguelonde

he cam.

he liet ordeinie is fierd wel : and is banere up arer[d]e,

And destruyde and nam al fat he fond : and fat folk sore a-ferde. 68

IT Harold heorde herof telle : fe king of Enguelonde :

he liet greifio faste is ost : a-jein him for-to etonde.

\)9 baronie of Enguelonde : redi was wel sone

pe king to helpe and heom-sulue : aso rijht was for-to done 72
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be weorre was fo in Enguelonde : deolful and strong i-novj,

And eyfur of oferes Men : al-to grounde a-slouj.

H No strencfe ne hadden fis straunge men : fat were i-come so newe,

Ajeinest heom of enguelonde : J>e jwyle huy wolden beo trewe. 76

Ake alas J>e muchele tn'cherie : fat Jio was, and jeot is,

fat brou3te fo Enguelond : al-to grounde i-wis I

For fe englische barones bi-comen some : on-treowe and false also

To bi-traije beom-seolf and heore kyng : fat so niucbe heom

truste to. 80

H bis Nbreinauns and fis Englische men : ane dai of bataile huy

nome,

bare ase fe Abbeie of fe bataille is : ate daye to-gadere huy come,

To grounde huy smiten and slowen al-so. : ako alas fulke stounde,

J)at Enguelond was foruj tresoun : fare i-broujt to grounde ! 84

For fulke fat fe king truste to : failledcn him wel faste ;

So fat he was bi-neofe i-broujt : and oucr-come atfe laste

And to grounde i-brou3t, and alio his : and al Enguelond also,

In-to vnecoufe mannes honde : fat no rijht ne hadden far-to ; 83

And neuer-eft [it] ne cam a-jein : to rijhte Eyres none—

Vnkuynde Eyres jeot huy beothf : ore kingues echone,

. And neijh-jwat alle fis hei3e Men : and of fe lojwe al-so. C**- »]

For willam liet [him] crouni king : fo fe batailfl was al i-do, 92

And bi-eette al enguelond : with men of ofere londe—

Neuereft to is cuynde heritage : ne cam it, ich onder-stonde.

U ))i8 willam bastard, fat was king : sethfe him onder-stod

)3at he mid vnrijhte hadde i-sclied : mani ane mannes blod : 96

And fare as fe bataille was : ane Abbeije he liet a-rere,

J3at "fe Abbeie of fe bataille" is i-cleoped : fat wel noble stand

jeot fere ;

for heore soulene he as liet a-rere : fat he with vnri3hte fare a-elouj ;

Ake euere he heold forth fe kynedom : of enguelonde with WOU3. 100

U Ako sone so he was king i-mad : and al enguelond bi-sctte,

Ase he wolde, with straunge men : and no man ne mijhte him lette,

bis holie Bischop seint wolston : wel ofte him withseide

bat he with on-rijhte hadde i-do : a swuch lufer dede, 101

And spac a-jein him baldeliche : and ne sparede for no drede—
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For he was fo fe cuyndeste englische man : fat was of enie manhede,

And for alio ofure weren deseritede nci3h. : fe king was with heom1

WTOthf • r. him

pat he was so luyto a-drad of him : and swor a-non is otl»J» 108

To pulte him out of is bischopriche. : he liet [him] eomoune al-so

To westmunstre, to answerien him : of fat lie him haddo mis-do.

% Non nas noujt seint wulston : wel gret clerk in lore—

For fo he scholde to scole gon : to churche he ^eode wel more. 112

To westmunstre he cam to is day : ase he was i-somoned er.

J>e king was in grete wrathfe : wel prest to kepe him fer,

And fe bischop of Cannterburi : lanfranc was is name,

And fe bischop gondolf of Roucestre : alle to don him schame. 116

Seint wolston bi-fore heom cam : fat a-jein him woron so stronguo

Ase a feof bi-fore Iustise : his dora to vnder-fongue.

il Jje king and fe Erchebischop al-so : spoken to him wordes grete,

Jjat he scholde, ase he wuyrfe was : is bischop-riche lete ; 120

For-to holden swuch dignote : to luyto he coufe of lore,

And huy him hadden to longue i-foled : And fo nolden huy nonmore,

And grete foles huy weren fat swuch a fol : formest broujto in swch

mijhte,

And jif he was folliche onder-fongue : huy wolden don him out with

rijhte. 124

H Seint wolston stod wel mildeliche : and herknede al fat huy sede—

Xadde he noman bote god : to his answero him rede.

" Sires," he seide, "rijht it is : fat ich eouro heste do,

For, sire king, fou art mi souerein : and fe1 erchebischop al-so. 128

pe Croce ich habbe jare i-bore : fat 30 i-scothf here, lo, » r. pa

A-knowe ich am and wel ich wot : fat i-nam nou;t wuyrfe fer-to ;

3 wane 30 wollez fat ich as bi-leue : ase man fat vnwurfe is,

"Wel fain i-chulle eouwer heste do : ase mine souereincs, i-wis. 132

Vn-boujlisome to holie churche : i-wis i-nelle be noujt :

To golden hire up ase 30 me hotez : ich habbe as here i-brou3t.

*J Ake, for 30 ne token as me noi^t : I nolle oou take non,

Ake him fat as me bi-tok : bi-fore cov euerech-on : 136

pe guode Man fat as me bi-tok : jeonde he lijthf wel stille,

Ich as wulle him taken up : and fanne ich do eoure wille."
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ST. edward's tomb.

1T To seint Edwardes toumbe ho wende : fat was of Marbre-ston,

A1 nam up is croiz wel inildeliche : and smot fe point far-on. 'r.u*;?

J)e staf wonde into fe marbroston : aso it were in ncscbe sonde,

And ]>o heo was inne deopo i-nouj : fo guode Man hine liet stonde.

" Nou," ho soide, " ich him habbo bi-take : hira fat a3 tok me

And bi-fore eov here : i-jollden op fe dignete. 144

Takez as noufe ;wam je wollez : som fat bet boo in lore,

And habbez guod dai noufe euerech-ono— : jo ne mouwen esche me

non-more."

H Jjis holie Man wende forth : a-mon[g] heom alio wel softe.

J3at folk stod aso it were i-nome : and bi-heolden fe croce wel ofte,

hou heo stod in fo Marbre-ston : so dcope and so fasto ;

Of fo Miracle boom wondrode alio : and sonio worcn sore a-gaste. 150

Some wenden far-to sone : fo croco up for-to draw© :

))aro nas non so strong of heom : pat mijlito hire cues wawe. 152

huy porueiden er sire Gondolf : bischop of roucestre,

J)at he scliolde aftur seint wolston : boon Bischop of wirocestre :

H J)e Ercliebischop aros him up : to saisi fe croiz a-non,

J3e Bischop of Roucestre wel baldeliche : fudere-ward gan gon, 156

J)e croiz he nam and faste lie drouj : in fe Marbre-ston :

he ne mijhte hire nonjt enes wawien. : fat folk wondrede ech-on,

And fare-a-bouto wel ficke orncn : fat wonder for-to soo.

)3o fe king and fe Erchcbiscbop i-sei3en : fat non ofur it ne mijhte

beo, 160

heom of-foujto heore dodo : and after seint wolstan sonde,

And fat huy wolden in faire manere : heore trespas a-mende.

U j3o Messagers i-redie weren : and aftur him sone wenden.

3cot fis holie Man for al fe gult : is heorte to heom bende, 164

And seide, " ich mot nede do : mine eouereines wille ;"

To court he wende a-jcin to heom : wel mildeliche and stille.

)3o he was to court i-come : huy a-risen a-jein him fere,

)?e king and fe Ercbebiscliop al-so : and ofere fat fare were ; 168

With gret honur huy cloopeden him forthf : and for-jiuenesse him

bede,

And boden a-mendi a-jein him : al heore grete misdede,

And beden him nime a-join is croce : and don bi heore rede,
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For lie was bet wuyrfo fare-to : fane ani ofur, huy seide. 172

H " Nai certes, sires," quath seint wolston : " fat nero me noujt to do :

Ich wot wel fat je seiden soth : fat i-nam noujt wuyrfe fare-to ;

Ake nimeth jwam eower wille be : an ofur fat conne more."

Jje kyng and fo Erchebischop also : beden him milcc and ore 176

And seiden fat fere nas non ofur : fat so wuyrfe were fare-to.

Longue it was are fis holie man : wolde heore willc do1 ; > do «M*d uur.

Ake, for-to obeien is souereins : he wendo forth atfo laste

And nam fe croce wel mildeliche : fare he stikede hire er so faste.

11 Also lijhtliche ase ani-fing : fe croce he gan up drawe [foi. mj

Jjat so mani men fondeden er : and ne mijhten hire enes wawe. 183

Jiicke orn fat folk a-bouten him : and no wonder it nas 1

pu miracle was sone wide i-kud : fat so apert was. 184

Men anoureden fis holie Man : al-so muche ase huy mijhte.

his power fat him was cr bi-nome : he tok ajein with rijhte ;

A-jeiu to is bischopriche : with gret honour he him drou; ;

his Couent vndcr-feng him faire : with grete nobleije i-nouj. 188

IT iita holie Man ladde al is lif : swyfe faire and clene.

Sijknesses fare weren wel fewe : fat man wolde him offe mene,

])at he ne broujtc to hele a-non : foruj ore loucrdes grace ;

Sike men wel ficke comen : to him in echo place, 192

Dene and doumbe and blinde al-so : he hclde foruj godes grace

Jwanc huy comen to him : oujwero in ani place.

So longue he leouedo on corfe here : fat he was of grete elde.

His bodi bi-gan to heuegy swife : grete feblesse he fickle. 196

H A slou; feuerc him cam on : fat ne nam him noi^t ful strongue,

Ac heo made is bodi to melte a-wei— : fat laste swife longue.

Seue nijht bi-fore fat he deide : his brefren he liet fetto alio

And liet him alio is rijhtes do : and seide jwat heom scholde bi-falle.

Out of fis world to heouene he wende : fare he schal ay bi-leue,

In fe Monfe of Ieneuer1 : a-seint Fabianes euo, [>ujuj 202

U A fousend jer and nie hundret : and foure fare-bi-fore

It was fat ore Bwete lonerd : on vrfe was i-bore, 201

In fe teofe jero also : of fo kinedom

Of willam fe rede king : fat aftur willam bastard cam1 ; ]£$£ SlmSL.

bo hadde, are he heonne i-wende : foure and fritti jer
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ST. MATTHEW IS CALLED BY CHRIST.

And four Monbes and four dawes : i-beo in worlde1 her ; ' li^ttah^ °"M"

Four-score jer he was old : and seuene al-so neijh

Are he wende out of bis lijf : to )>e Ioye of heuene an heij.

H po )>is holie man was ded : J>e Monokes coraen sone

In be priorie of wirecestre : and duden bat was to done : 212

Wuschen bat bodi, ase it was rijht : and to churche it here ;

pe Monekes alle with gret honour : bat is breberne were,

pe seruise a-bouten him buy duden : ase it was wel ri^ht,

And to seggen heore sauteres al-so : bare-bi huy woken a-nijht. 216

H po it was wel with-inne nijht : ase huy seiden in heore boke,

heom luste slepe swibe wel : bat vnnebes huy mijhten loke,

And some ne mijhten noujt fur-bere : ake loijon and slepen faste,

Some i> io it were in dweolkningue : heore eijene to-gadere huy caste.

pat holie bodi, bat lai bare ded : a-mong heom in be here,

A-rjs up wel mildeliche : ase bei it a-liue were, 222

And a-wei?hte heom euer-ech-on : tind bi-gan atjjon ende

And al along be rewe : boruj be queor he gan i-wiende ; 224

And euere ase lie o-weijhte heom : sumdel he1 gan heom chide

pat huy nolden with heore slep : heore rijlito tyrao a-bide. > rapiner.

H So muche [was] is holi heorto : bo ordre for-to wite It*. » b.]

pat he nolde, bei he were ded : his breberne fur^ite 1 228

pis Miracle was sone i-kud : ase rijht was bat it were.

At wirecestre he was i-bured : and juyt he liht bore.

pare Man may for is holie bodi : mani fair Miracle i-sco.

Kou god graunti bat we mote with him : in be Ioye of heouene beo.

21 Matheu.

SEint Matheu be Ewangelist : apostel he was and is,1 » •«. i-wii

Ewangelist and eke a-postle : for-sobe he was and is :

Ewangelist, for he godspclles made : bat men doth ofte rede,

Apostel, for ore louerd here on vrbe : seint Matheu with him gan lede.

For ase ore louerd eode ouer lond : seint Matheu he sail bi cas

his mester don of walkingue : for a follare1 he was, » «kta

Fals and trichor of is werk : and liuede bi falahede.

Ore louerd him hiet bi-leue is weork : "cum siwe me," he seide. 8

And he bi-lefde bo is weork : and wix ore louerd eode,
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AND ARPHAXAT AND THEIR DRAGONS.

And is false mester lict : for he nadJe fcr-to non neode.

U Fail forebisne ore louerd jaf : alle suufole men Jo,

3wane he ane so sunfole Man : lict with him go 1 12

Seint Matheu is sunties bette : and tok to cn'stindom,

And siwede ore louerd swijie faste : and is Apostel bi-com.—

Sethjie Jo ore louerd was into : heoueno i-wend,

pe Apostles weren po wel wide in londe : for-to prechie, i-send. 16

In-to Jo londe of Ethiope : seint Matheu sone jede,

to prechie men to cmtinedom : ase it was wel gret neode.

V He founde tweic luj>ere men : and stronguo wichchene Jere,

Zaroen and Arpliaxat : J>at fc douelca limes were, 20

J3at, ase buy wolden, in grete siknesso : manie men hadden i-do

And manie men )>oruj )>e feondo : i-helde huy hadden al-so.

Alle )>at fe lujeru men : in siknesso broi^te,

Seint Matheu heom helde a-non : and wel cleno heorn out soujte. 24

Sorie weren ]>is lufere Men : huy nusten jwat was to done :

Tweie dragones, fat feondes weren : to heom huy cleopeden sone,

J>at casten brumston and fuyr : and [slowe]1 jeud al )>o londe '«.

Mamies1 bestes Jere-with wel Jiicke— : heom ne inijhto no ping at-

stonde. ' r. nun >nd 28

11 J)is lu]>ere men nomen Jie dragones to heom : for huy scholden to-

drawe

Jjane Apostel seint Matheu : and bringue him of lijf-dawe.

Jjo seint Matheu )>is i-heorde : baldeliche he gan gon,

Jje signe he made of J>e croiz : and to heom wende a-non. 32

A-non so J>e dragones him i-seijen : to is fet huy fallen a-doun,

huy ne mijhten heom wawien hider ne junior : ane fot for al Jjo toun.

" lo, je wrechches," quath fe apostle : to ]>e lufero men tweie,

" Jware is nouJ>e al eouwere uiijhte I : ouer-come 30 beoth)> beine. 36

U 3if i-nadde noufe mine louerdes grace : for eou jeorno bi-sonjt,

On eoT-»ulf it scholde nouJ>e bi-falle : ase je hadden bi me i-Jwujt.

P'ib twei lujere dragones : j>at je habbuth hidere i-broujt,

A-rereth heom jif 30 mowen : ofmr eower art nis noujt." cw. si] 40

% Euere stoden Jis wrechche men : rijht ase huy weren i-nome,

huy weren of seint Matheu a-ferde sore : and heolden heom ouer-come.

Seint Matheu pis tweie dragones : £0013 Iesu cristes lore i
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Out of fe londe heom drof a-non : fat huy ne comen fere non-more.

he wende a-bouto and prechede : and j?e tweie schrewene liet go—

Ouer-coraene wrcchches aso hui weren : nas heom neuer er bo wo. 46

H Hit bi-fcol fat fe kingues sone : of fe londe was ded.

Sone ]>is tweije deoueles limes : to-gadere noraen hore red > orig. h«»m 48

And wenden fudere, jif huy mijhten : )>oruj heore art him1 a-rere ;

And huy maden heore enchauntement : ase fe deuel heom gan lore.

Ake pat child lai euere ded— : for heore mijhte nas rijth noujt.

Jjoruj fe kingue huy weron i-nomo : and in strongue prisono i-broujt.

II )?e king sonilo aftur seint Matheu : ase men of him tolde,

Jif he mijhte is sone arere— : for he was so wis i-holde.

po seint Matheu fudero cam : to ore louerd he1 dude is bone ' ms. h»

And a-rerde fat child : from defo to Hue wcl sone ; 56

pat child a-ros and herede god : i-bore of mayde marie.

A-non so )>e king pis i-seij : wel loude he gan to crie :

" For-soj>e," he seide, " ich i-seo : fat Matheu a god is ;

pei he beo here in mannes fourme : he is a god, i-wis ! 60

U Anoure we him aso it is rijht : with seluer and with golde."

huy offreden to him tresor i-nouj : more fane he a-fongue wolde.

" Nai certes," quath fis holie man : " god nam ich noujt,

Ake godes seriaunt fat hore on eorfo : to defe was i-broujt 64

ho-so wole on him bi-lieue : to heoueno he schal i-wionde,

And ho-so nelo noujt, he worth i-wis : in pine withf-outen ende."

So fat fe king and alle his : i-cn'stnede of him were.

With fe tresor fat men him broujte : a fair churche he liet a-rere. 68

11 In fritti dawes heo was arerd— : so gret hel[p] fare was to ;

pare fe king and is heore beden bede : and alfe contreije al-so.

Aftur fe tueije1 enchauntours : seint Matheu liet sende, > ms. mip

Zaroes and Arphaxat : and made heom fannes wiende. 72

Into fe londe of perce : huy wenden with schame i-nov ;

bere fat folk mis-bi-leued : wel ficke a-boute heom drov.

H Sethfe seint symon and seint Iudo : to perce fene wei nome

And fulke two enchauntours : to grounde huy ouer-come, 76

pare huy neuereft cristine Men : non a-nuy ne wroujto,

Ase Man mai in heore line i-seo : ho-so fare-after souite.—

Seint Matheu in Ethiope : fe kingues doujter nam, "1



80 ST. MATTHEW HELPS THE KINO OF ETHIOPIA'S DAUGHTER TO

KEEP HER VOW OF CHASTITY.

J3at of hire-seolf was a cleno ping : and jaf hire cn'stinedom, 80

A1 made hire a-uouwe chasteto : and cleno lif to lede. >r. «n<i?

J>at maide was wel a-paid euere-aftur-ward : of fat ilko dede.

51 A king of an opur londe : is loue on hire he caste

And wolde ire hahbe to his spouse : and wowede hire wel faste. 84

Jjo J>is maide nolde is wille do : to seint Mathcu he }eode [w. si b.]

)Dat he scholde in his half beo : and bed him grete mode.

II " Cum," quath seint Matheu, " pilke dai : and ich hire wolle rede

Jjat heo heolde hire spoushod : and pare-iune hire lijf lede." 88

J3e king was glad and wende wel : j)at he bi him it seide,

}jat he wolde hire to him rede— : ake he nolde noujt don so to quede.

]3e king cam aday, and niucho folk : with him he gan bringue,

And pis maide cam ul-so : to hure seint Matheus prechingue. 92

Seint Matheu stod and prcchcde : pat fulk al a-brod :

Mest he preisede of alio pingue : in is sarmuu spoushod,

'And pat pere nas no lijf so guod : pare it was trewe and clene.

Jje kyng was glad and hopedo wel : pat he it dude bi him mene, 9G

For pat Maide scholde : to him i-wedded beo;

Seint Matheu he louede mucho : and hopede is wille i-seo.

H So pat sethpe seint Matheu : is prechingue forpere drouj

And seide, " jif pe king hadde a wif : pat he louede i-nouj, 100

And a fol come in spousbruche : and lcijo bi is wiue,

J)e king wolde beo wroth i-nouj : and bringue him of Hue,

For he him hadde is wijf bi-nome : and imad hire don amis.

Of pe heije king of heouene : also it fareth, i-wis : 104

3 if he hathp a guod spouse : pat ledeth clene lijf,

A"4 pare come forthp a fol : and bi-nime him is wijf, *

To strongue depe he wolde him bringue : and to pe pine of helle al-so.

)5are-fore ech man beo i-war : pat he swuch ping ne do." 108

H po pe kin[g] i-heorde pis : sone he onder-stcd

Jjat it was rijht bi him i-seid. : for wrathpe he was neijh wod,

And swor pat he nolde blipe beo : are he were 1 awrcke. > us. b« w#n *m

For[th]' he wende and bi-gan a-non : seint Matheus dethp bi-speke.

])is guode man nas no-ping aferd : he prechede euere faste > ms. for

And confortede pat clene maide : pat ire heorte opon him al caste.

U J)is Maide feol doun to is fet : and on him jeorne gradde ;



8T. MATTHEW 18 8LAIX. HI8 PERSECUTOR BECOMES LEPROUS, 81

AND KILLS HIMSELF. 8T. LEODEOARIUS, BISHOP OF AUTUK.

Euero pis guode man hire bi-soujte : pat heo clene lijf ladde. 116

Sethpe he wende and grei)>cde him : is masse forto singue.

lupere Men i-rodie weren : i-sende foruj pe kingue.

Ilijht aso he stod at is Masse : on of heom forth)) wende

And smot hira poru-out with a swerd : and alle his gottes to-rendo :

For he smot him In atpe Rugge : and at]>e wombe out.

J)o pe guode Man a-slawe was : pe schrewe was wel prout.

51 Jjat folk fat cristine was : wel picke it cam a-non

)3e kingues paleis for-to brcnne : and to a-quelle is men ecli-on. 124

Ake seint Matheus desciples : for-boden heom ech-one

)jat buy ne duden no such ping : ake lieten god wurpo al-one.

buy wenden and nomen pis holie bodi : and swipe faire on eorpe it

broujte.—

Jje king juyt bi ol is niijto : after pat maide jcorne soujtc. 128]

Ake po he ne niijhte in none mancre : to is willo hire i-winne,

he wende forth and sette a-fuyre : pat hous pat heo was inne. [«. u]

Ake seint Matbou no format nou jt pat Maido : pei he ded were :*

Fram heouene ho a-lijhtc a-doun to hire : and is help ire cudde pere* :

For pat fuyr ho drof a-jein : to po kingues paleis a-non > orig. w«™ <i«i

And fur-brende it al-to noujt : and is Men echon ; »»<m«i

51 Ynnepe he him-sulf and is sono : a-scapcdcn with heore Hue.

ho mijhte segge, to wroperhele : ho wilne[de] aftur wiue. 136

For suype sone pareaftur-ward : Muscl ho bi-cam ;

And po he ne mijhte noujt beo hoi : gret deol to him heo nam,

With is swerd him-sulf he a-slou3 : and is bodi al-to-rende—

Nou god it wot and seint Matheu : jwodero is soulo wende. HO

)3at folk wende forth a-non : and made ano newe king wel bliue,

po clene maidenes bropur i-wis : pat ho wilnede so muche to wiue,

J)at seint Matheu pe apostel hadde : i-cn'stned with is honde ;

Jware-poru cristinedom : cam sethpo into al pe londe. 144

Nou Iesu crist us jiue is grace : pulke Ioyje i-winne

For pe loue of seint Matheu : pat he woneth inne.

22 Liger.1 P»oet<*.j

SEint leger a bischop was : and holi man i-nouj ;

Mani a man foruj is prechingue : to godes lawe he drou;.

LEGENDS OF SAINTS. Q



8*3 ST. LEGEM IS MARTYRED BT EBR0IN (MAIOR DOMUS OP NEUTRIA,

IN 878). A MIRACLE.

A lujnir Iustise fare was neijh : Ebrora1 was is name : *

Men tolden him, ase he wende a-boute : of scint legerea fame. 4

he liet him wel sono nime : and bi-foro him bringue,

And fondede for-to tuyrne is poujt : fram j>e heuene kingue.

fo he ne mijhte J?at don noujt : he was wroth inonj ;

Ane Inhere man he cleopede sono : fat bope is eijene ou^t drouj. 8

U J30 is eijcno in grete pine : weren i-holcde out bo)>e,

he gan fe more prechi of god. : fare-fore huy weren wrofe.

A wci per was of scharpe stones : and opward stoden echon :

)5are-oppe J)is holie roan : barefot huy maden gon, 12

huy driuen him barefot and a-blend : ope pis scharpe stones fere.

J)is guode man code wel baldeliche : ase fei him no-fing nero,

And euere he prechede on Iesu erist— : he ne bi-lefte for no fere.

1T For is longue prechingue fe lufere men : wrofest with him were :

huy coruen of is tongue a-non : rijht bi is frote a-boue.

Jjare schewede ore swete louerd : fair Miracle for is loue :

For po is tongue was of i-corue : jeot he prechede foste

And al-so wel as he dude er. : fo weren fe schrbwes a-gaste. 20

huy bi-speken to don him more schame : ake huy weren sumdel in

doutc.

huy [sto]dcnl and bi-heolden is heued : and po2 i-seijen huy pare-

8-boute l unnwUbl*. ■ us. |» t

A ro[un]d croune and swipo cler— : brijlitore ne niijhte non beo,

Jjat vnnepe huy mi^hten is holie heued : for pe leome i-seo. 24

H Jjis lupere Iustise hot a-non : fat men sraiten of is heued,

Four tormentoree he was bi-take : fat it nere noujt bi-leued.

huy ladden him with-oute toun : for-[to] don fat dede.

Ase huy comen a-midde fe wei : fis holie man to heom seide : 28

"3wat neodo is it for-to trauailli : ferrore me to ledel [foLUhj

Dothp anon fat je scholden do : here rijht, ich eou rede."

))e freo quellares of fis word : anon weren in grete drcde :

To is fet huy feollen a-kneo : and for-jiuenesse him bede. 32

J)are-fore was fe feorfe wroth : forth he hupte sone

And smot of fe guode mannes heued : ase he haddo heste to done.

11 Sone fare-aftur cam a fuir : ase it of hello were,

And al quik fur-barndo him : and fe deuelene a-wei him here. 36



A MIRACLE OP VENGEANCE AT ST. LEOER'8 TOMB. ST. FIDES, OR 83

ST. FAITH, AND HER COMPANIONS (OF ADEN, IN AQUITAIN).

Seint leger was wei faire i-bured. : is soule to Leouene wende,

And for }>at bodi, ase it on eorjie lai : fair miracle ore louerd sonde.

U J)o lufere Iustise Jiat him liet a-quelle : fero-of heorde telle,

two jer aftur {mike tyme : fat he him liet a-quelle : 40

To is toumbe ane knijht he sonde : fc sofo for-to fondo.

J)o Jie knijht to fo toumbe cam : fare-bi he gan stonde,

" In schendnesse," he soide, " mote ho deije : and in strongue defe al-so>

ho-so bi-licuctliji fat dede men : ani miracle mouwcn do 1 " 44

Wei filliclio also fe toumbe he sraot : and a-non-rijht with fe dede

Oppon him fool is owene bone : ase he bad and soule :

For deuelene a-strangleden him a-non— : for al redio faro huy were,

And is soule, ase it was rijht : a-deuelo wei huy bore. 48

11 po Iustise sone fare-aftur-ward : to defe was i-do

And a-slawe in grete schendnesse : and a-deuele wei wende also.

J)us was fe bischop seint leger : a-wreko of is fon,

And he him-sulf to fo Ioio of heouene : after is defo gan gon. 52

Nou god for fe loue of seint leger : is swetc grace us siende,

)3at we aftur fusse Hue : motcn to fe Ioye of heouene wionde.

23 Seint fid[es] ' p»0ct<*.:

SEinto Fey, fat holie Maide : of swife heijo mon heo com.

Swife jong in hire childhod : heo turnode to cmtindom,

And holi lijf i-nou heo ladde— : fat word sprong wei wide

Of hire guodnesse and of hire holi lijf : a-boute in echo side. 4

U A lufer Aumjwrour faro was fo : fat hiot Dioclician,

And is felawe fat was al-so : fe schrewo Maximian ;

A lufur Iustise huy hadden with heom : is name was dacian :

To defe huy broujten 3 waro huy founden : ani cnstine Man. 8

H pe Iustise Dacian : wende in-tal1 fe lond > »u-to>i

And a-slou; alio fe cn'stine men : fat he oi^wero fond.

So fat he heorde telle : ase he wende bi fe woy,

Of fis holie maide and clene : and i-mstnod, seinte Fey. 12

H To fe toune fare heo was inne : ase a wod man ho wende,

And burstindo in grete wrathfe : is bedeles a-bouto he sonde,

To crio a-bouto in echo streto : jif mon mijhto ani finds

Cristine man ofur womman : fat huy hcora scholden fasto binde 16

O 2



84 ST. FIDES OFFERS HER8ELF FOB TORTURE, AND WILL NOT

GIVE UP CHRIST.

And bi-fore him bringue haste-liche— : fat huy ne sparede non I—

And bote huy wolden heore [)>ou)t] tuyrne : anofur it scholde gon.

U J}o fe banne was fus i-cried : fare was Ioye I-nouj p u. b]

Among J>e paeyns euerechone : fat Man cn'stine men bo a-slouj j1 20

Alee seoruwe and sor and dcol i-nouj : among cn'stine men fare was,

)5o huy seijen licoro deth i-come : and non ofur bote fare nas.

U Seinte Fey was furst i-soujt : for men wusten of hire wel wide.

Ioyful heo was and glad i-nouj : fo men fe banne criede ; 24

Ake forth heo wende wel baldeliche : nolde heo noujt longue a-bide,

Ake profrede hire to fe torraentores : ase men soften hire wide.

With hardie heorte heo wende forth. : fe tormentores hire nome

And harleden hire wel filliche : forth toward hire dome. 28

H Jie Iustiee for wrathfe wende l fo : heo bi-fore him come. • r. »»m<i.

heo made fe signe of fe croiz : and blessede hire i-lome ;

heo bad ore louerd wel mildeliche : fat he ire jeue fere

Studefaste bi-leue and strencfe of heorte : fat heo ouer-come nere, 32

And in hire tormenz treowo heorte : and fat he ire jeuo is grace

To his onour answerie wel : fe Iustise in fat place.

U J}o Iustise bi-heold fat Maide : with ful sori chere,

he grennede and femde touward hire : rijbt ase he wod were : 36

" Dameisele," he seide, " jwat art fou 1 : jwat fencstfou for-to do 1

Tel me on 3 warn fou bi-lieuest : and jwat is f i name, also."

" Sire," seide fis holie Maide : " Fey ich hote noufe,

And cWstinc womman ich habbe i-beo : sethfe ich ani guod coufe. 40

Mi name nolle ich noujt for-sake : no mi cn'stindom nofur ;

Jjou mi3ht fretnc al fat fou wolt : of me ne worth fe non ofur."

U ]po bi-gan fis Dacian : fair semblaunt to make,

" Maide," he seide, " ich rede fe : fat fou an ofur red take. 44

Jjench fat fou art fair and noble : and fat fe bet bi-come

A noble lauedi to boon and heijh : fane beo i-broujt here to dome.

For }if fou wolt don aftur me : in grete Ioie fou worst i-broujt

And in grete nobleie, ase fe bi-cometh— : fare-fore torno fi fou^t."

U " Certes, sire," fis maide seide : " fou spext embe noujt, 49

For i-nelle neuere him for-sake : fat so deore me hathf a-boujt ;

For ich habbe to him mi vou i-maked : fat i-nello neuere breke.

Jjare1 do elles jwat fou wolt : bote fat fou farof ne speke; > r. \m-u>n 52



8T. FEY 18 ROASTED OVER A FIRE, UNINJURED. A DOVE FROM 85

HEAVEN CROWNS HER. SEEING THIS, ST. CAPRAIS COMES FORTH.

For I-nelle noujt honouri fine false godes. : for in fe sautere it is

i-write

J)at alle swuclio Deoucle beoth : and fat may ech Man i-wite."

f Jjo ficrde fe Iustise aso ho were wod : and made wel sori bere,

And was neihj wod for fis Maide seide : fat is godes deuelene were.

lie liet fctte a bed of bras : brod and liei jli also,

And dude strcpo fis Maide naked : and in fis hanle bedde ire do. 58

H Jjis Maide, fo heo naked was : with glad semblaunt in wende ;

buy streijhtcn hire a-long and a-croiz : and grel fuyr fare-onder tende,

And casten on grcce riue i-nou) : fat drof up so gret leije

))at fis maide folate al a-fuyro : asc huy fat stoden fare i-scije. 62

pe tormentorcs stoden farc-bi-side : with kene oulcs and strongno

And tur[n]den fat Maide side and ofur : oner fe fuyre wel longue, 64

}3at hco foruj strencfc of fe greco : ofto al a-fuyrc stod. [foi. u b.]

Enure lai fat holie Maide : asc hire ncro noujt bote gnod,

hire lieu hco nolde chaungi enes : ne tuyrne hire foujt ;

Alle men fat fe wonder i-scieu : fo enchesun nustcn noujt. 68

U Cristine men manic : fo huy herden telle

J)at fe Iustise was fudero i-come : with tormenz heom to quelle,

huy omen out of toune hem for-to huyde : ech in is side, for doute,

And lcijen in puttes and in olde diches : jeon' al fe contreie a-

boute. . 72

An holi man fare hudde him so : fat men cleopeden capras,

J)at in fo north-side of fe toun : in one olde roche he was.

11 Ho lai and darede out of is hole : ase he dorste for doute, > om. (» a«m

And i-saij al fe torment of seinto Fey : ase he [biheold aboute,1] 76

hou men rostcden hire with fuyr and grece : and tc-drowen hire al-so—

For it was a luyte fa.re-bi-side : fat fis dedo was i-do.

Ase fis fuyr bi-gan to brenne : fis holie man i-seij, > a>ii. m.we i«

A coluero fare cam, so jwijt so milk : fram heouene fleo on heij, 80

II A croune of guold heo bar a-doun : fat schinde swife brijlito,

Bri;htoro fane fe sonne leom. : oppe fe maidenes lieucd1 alijhto

And sette fe croune on hire heued : with fe winguen heo bleu fosle

Ajein fat fuyr, ase him foujto : fat it ne mijhte nou^t i-laste— 84

Fram-ward fat Maide heo bleu it euere : fat it ne cam hire no-fing

neijh,
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86 ST. FET, 8T. CAPRAI8, ST. FKLICIAN AND ST. PRIME ARE ALL

BEHEADED. ST. URSULA.

And heo lai fare in alio Ioye : ase f is holie man i-soijh.

)3are-fore ojiure fat weren hire neijh : nusten nou3t hou it was,

Jjat foujte fat heo was al a-fuyre : and neuere fo worse hire nas. 88

U J)is holie man seint capras : fat i-seijh al f is,

to him-seolf he seide, " ich a-hide : nou sone to longue, i-wis ; "

he sturte out of fis deope Roche : and fudere or[n] wel faste ;

to fis tormentingue sone he cam : no-fing him ne agaste. 92

Loude he gradde with folio Mouth : " Ich am cristine Man,

I-nelle for-sako Ih&m crist : for drede of Dacian.

To longue ich habbe heonne i-heo— : fat me for-funcheth sore

here is Ioye and blis30 i-noujh : fat schal bringue us to more.'' 96

U Tweie brefren fare comen fo al-so : seint Felician

And seint prime : fat seide also to f is Dacian.

Wod-wrothf was Dacian fo : he dude heom nirae ech-on,

Seinte Fey and alle fe ofere : and smitcn of heore heucdes a-non. 100

J?o tornientores i-redie weren : and gonne fat maide take

And hire felawes forth with hire : fat nolden ore louerd for-sake,

And ladden heom forth to heore ende-day : and heore heuedes smitcn

of sone

In gret wrathfe ech aftur ofur : and duden heore maistres bone. 101

U To fo Ioye of heouene a-non huy wenden : and fare bi-leue with-

outen ende ; *

Aungles fare weren to here heom forthf : fat ore louerd fudere gan

siende.

po lufere men leten fe bodies ligge : fo huy weren i-broujt of dawe,

In a foul stude al on-bured : fare bestes heom scholden to-drawe. 108

Ake cristine men fat fare weren neijh : ferto stclen bi nijhte

And bureden heom in a derne stude : ase nobleliche ase huy n^bten.1

Nou seinte Fey and hire felawes : ore erinde beode so, P fct m]

pat we moten to fe Ioye come : fare huy beoth inno i-do. 112

24 XI Millia Virg.

Ondleuene fousend of virgines : for ore louerd i-martrcde were ;

Telle i-chulle of heore martyrdom : and ho heom far-to gan lere.

A kyng fare was in Brutayne : sire Maur was is name ;

Ane doubter he hadde fat hiot Ourse : fat was of noble fame ; i



PRINCESS OUIWE OF BRITAIN IS ASKED IV MARRIAGE. HER 87

CONDITIONS. SHE GETS 11,000 COMPANIONS.

( 'ristino heo was and al hire kun : swipe hende and quoynte,

So fair wommiin Men nusten non : no so guod in euercch pointe.

II Of hire fair-hede and of hire guodnesse : men tolden in echo side,

pat pe word cam into Enguelond : and elles-jwoder wel wide. 8

A kyng pare was po in Enguelondo : and Man of gret poer ;

Gret nobleie ho heorde telle : of pis maide feor and ner :

his wille was gret pat is sone : pis Maide in spoushod hadde.

Ake Men pe juyt in Enguelond : cWstinedom non nadden. 12

^1 ))o king of enguelond, pat was po : to pe kyng of Brutayne gan

siende

For is dorter to is sone : pat was is heyr so hende ;

And seide, jif pat he pare-ajen were : pat pe dede nere i-do,

1 1 i in and alio his he wolde destruyje : and al his lond also. 1 6

)3o pis Messagers comen to pis kyng : and heoro erinde hadden i-seiJ,

Sori and dreori was pis king : he ne coupe pare-of no red :

For pe king of Enguelond : was hepene, and alio his,

And for he wuste wel pat is doujhter nolde : i-wedded bco, i-wis, 20

And also, for pe kyng of Enguelond : was of so gret mijhte

))at he no strencpe ne mijhte habbe : ajein him for-to fijhte.

And napeles Triwes of is answere : ajein pe messagcrs he nam.

Beol and sor and luyte gladnesso : in is heorte pare cam I 24

H He ne tolde no-ping is dorter fore : of pis renful cas ;

Jeorne he bad god ni3ht and day : for he redles was,

And criede on him swipe reufulliche : pat he him scholde rode.

A nijht an Aungel to is dorter cam : and peos wordes to hire sede :

" Ne bco pou nought a-jein pis sonde : Ake, pine fader forto paye,

Grauntc i-wedded for-to beo : and bide pat he it delaije 30

Ane preo jer, pat pou mouwe po jwile : pi Maiden-hod anoure ;

And pat huy po purchace clene maidenes : with pe to habbe in pi

boure : 32

H And pat pe king of Enguelondo and is sone : and pi fader boon alio

at one rede

po for-to cheose ton clene Maidenes : with-oute eche wicke dede ;

?wane 30 Endleue to-godere beothp : pat huy eou finden joot por-to

Euer-ech of eov a pousend maidenes : to serai eou al-so, 36

)Jat 3 wane 30 alle to-gadere beoth : pat ech mouwe in is side
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lionouri biro Maiden-hod and fin : fat it beo couth wel wide,

So fat Men ne mouwen Maide non : alosed fmJo1 ajein fo;

And fat he wollc cristino bi-couie : fi louerd fat schal beo. 40

In fis fore ward graunto him : aftur fe friddo jero ' flmie oreriin«i

I-epoused to beon in godes lawe— : And ne hauo ferof no fere 1 "

Jjo fat maide i-heorde fis : glad hco was of is lore, [M. si i>j

)3at beo wuste jwaro-with heo niijhto : bringue hire fader of is sore.

1T Sone heo wende to hire fader : and bad fat he ire telle scholdo

3 wy fat he so mourninde jcode. : he seide fat he noldo. 46

* Ich wot wel fi foujt," fat maide seide : " fei fou it holde stille.

Of fi sonde ne haue no doute : ichulle don al fi wille." 48

Jjo bi-gan heo tellen him in jwuche manere— : ase fe Aungel hire

hodde i-seid—

beo wolde babbo fene heije Man : jif fat it were is red.

U Welle, glad was fe kyng : fo fat he iheorde fis I

Jje Mcssagers he jaf Answere : sone with gret blis. 52

)3o buy [it] broujton fe kingues sone : fe tifingue wel him paydc.

Sone he lict Baptizen him : for loue of fat Maide ;

And foruj is fader and fonij him : and foruj fe ofur kingue

Endleue fousend of clone maidenes : to fis maide buy guonne bringue.

heo was glad of fe compaygnio : fat so fair to hire cam l

Sone hco bigan in priueite : telle heom of crtstinedom ; 58

Jjat for hire loue and for hire prechingue : alle crtstine huy were.

Louerd, jwuch a compaygnio : of clone maidenes was fcro I 60

% So gret Ioye fe king of is cloister hadde : and of ire fairo ferrade,

pat ho liet heom makien a quoynto schip : of1 lengfe and of brede,

J3at huy scholdcn in fo so : ploije, ;wono huy woldo, »a/.ofgrei

jjat ech man a-londe and in watere : heore mayden-hod pre[i]sie

scholde. 64

buy sounguen ofte a-watere and eke a-lond : and treches buy gonne

lede

And ofur-manere fairo plcies : and al was of clene dedes.

Meto and drinke stilleliche : to fe schip huy lieten bringue

To freo jeres sustinaunce : with-oute leue of fe kingue. 68

U A dai buy wenten into fe se : and pleiden heom up and doun—

For Ioye fere sloden, to bi-holden heom : Men of mani a toun.
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Ase huy weren in mest Ioye of plei : ore louerd ane wynd scnJo,

Jjat drof heom fcor into fe se : Jiat mon nustcn jwodere huy wendo.

Welle, glade were fis maydenes fo I : fo wind heom drof wel bliue,

To1 )>e cite of coloyne : fomiest huy gonne ariue. >«!.»!• 74

1T To Damoysele ourse, )jo kyngucs doujlitcr : an Aungel cam fere

And bad L re lede wel hire compaygnye : for-to huy i-martrede were ;

And 8eido fat huy scholden forfero fare : and alio a-jein wendo,

And in fulko toune for ore louerdes loue : imartrede boon atjjcnendo.

Glad was fat Mayde for fis word I : forthf huy weuden anon.

Atfie cite of Basilie : huy a-riuedcn cch-on. 80

IF Fram fulkc Cite euerechone : a-fote huy weuden to Rome.

Grot Ioye mado J>e pope with heom : }>o huy fudere come—

For manie of heom weren neijh him sibbe : and for he was of Lru-

tayne;

Cyriac is name was. : huy weren of him wel fayne. 84

An Aungel cam to fe pope a nijht : and seide fat ho scholde

With fis Maydenes i-martred beo : for ore louerd it so wolde.

After fat tyme fis holie man : honouredc heom fe more,

And prechedo heom ofte of clannosse : aud of ore louerdes lore. [U. »1

Tvvcolf monfe and endleue wokes : alle fis Maydenos woro

At Homo witii fis holie pope : fat heom dude wel lore. 90

H Ako fe popo scint Ciriac : is conscil clcopie gan,

His clerkes and is Cardinalcs : and Mani on ofcr Man : 92

Bi-foro heom al is dignoto : he tok up atfen ende,

And seide he woldo into an ofur lond : with fis maydenes wendo.

H J)is Cardinalcs weren farc-a-31'iu : and seiden fat ho gan roue

With folo wuifimen for-to go : and is digncte bi-leue. 96

Kafoles he wendo forth with heom : al a-jein hcore rede ;

Jjo Cardinales and is clerkes : grot schame fare-fore him seide.

Tweie lufere princes faro weren : Maximin and Affrican,

boujten fat fis Maydenes wolden : tuyrne mani a man : 100

To heore Moy, fe prince of Coloyne : huy senden for-fen-one

J)at he, 3wane huy fudere comen : A-slowe heom eucrech-one.

f bat child fat scholde fis Mayde wedde : ase heo hadde i-seid,

Kyng was i-maud of Enguelonde : fo is fader was ded ; 104

pat ladde swife chaste lijf : and longuede swife sore
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With fat dene Maide to speke and beo : foni} strcncfe of godea

lore.

An Aungel cam to him and had : fat he on alio wise

his Moder and is jungueste soster : anon-rijht liote Baptize 108

And he with heom to Coloygne : wiende with al his mayne

A-jein is trewe spouse, fat was : Mayde Ourse of brutayne ;

Jjat heo1 him to hire leide faste : in wille and eke in dcdo, ' r. b*

And endede heore lijf in godes seruise : ase heo heom wolde rede.

H fis jongue with gret ioye dude : fat fe Aungel him gan lerc :

his moder and is soster he nam : fo huy i-baptizcde were, 111

And fe Bischop Clement al-so : fat i-baptized heom hadde,

Toward coloyne forth with him : a-jen fLs Maydenes he ladde. 1 16

Swife glad was fis jongue king : fo he to is lefMan cam I

And also glad was fat Maide : fo heo saijh him in cn'stinedom 1

Most Ioye heo made with is jongue soster : fat hiet Florentyne,

J)at heo, dene Mayde, scholde : sonrie dofes pine. 1 20

IT Ourso of Brutayne fene joungue king : in grete Ioyo of loue gan

lere

Jjat he him heolde faste to hire : and ne bi-lofde for no fere, 122

Jjat huy mijhten in trewe loue : to-gadere i-martrcd beo

And wonye in heucno with Ihasu crist : fat boujte heom on fe trco.

Alfis grauntede fis joungue king : and is lefmane noujt ne wernde ;

his furste foujt into treowe loue : and into clannesse lie turnde.

H Jje hefene prince i-redi was : fo huy to Coloyne come.

"With manie lufere hefene Men : and al fis compaygnie buy nome,

And huweden and crieden on heom a-schame : and to grounde heom

a-slowe,

And ase so fale wolues a-mong lambren : heore flechs huy to-drowe.

Jx> huy comen to fis clene fing : Maide Ourse of Brutayne,

J>at huy founden so fair a creature : of hire huy weren wel fayne.

pa prince hire nam and hire bi-hiet : to laten hire gon a-liue [w. Mb.]

And, for heo was so fair and noble : habbe hire to wiue. 134

H Jjis Maide seide fat heo nokle to hire spouse : bim ne non ofur

take.

Jje prince neijh for wrathfe wod : fo he was so fur-sake, 136

he liet hire to defe scheote : with Aruwene atfenende
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And J>us heo and al hire compaygnie : to fe Ioye of heuene gan

wiende;

And f>e jongue king of Enguelonde : and is Moder also,

And is jonguo soster Florentine : to dcfo weren i-do, HO

And Jo pope Ciriac : and Bischopes mani on

bat for trewe hope of Martyrdom : with heom weren i-gon.

Ore louerd hadde sivifo1 gret Ioye : of fat swoto ferrede, ■ at. On ioo.ni ^

fat swuch martyrdom for is l loue : a-fenguen with-oute drede. ' at. M

In fe to hondrede 3ereJ : and eijte and frittife jere • i- om.

After ore louerdes buyrtyme : fis maidenes i-martrede were.

H J)is endleue Jiousend of clene maydenes : and al pis compaygnie

I-burede weren in Coloyne : in one No«nerie.— 148

An Abbot J>ere was bi-side : fat heorde of }>is cas,

And ofte of J>is clene Maydenes : fat grot Miracle fere was :

he bad fe Abbesso of Coloyne : fat heo him graunti scholde

A bodi of fis clene Maydenes : and he wolde it don in golde. 152

J)o f is bodi was him i-take : twelf Monfe he liet it beo

With-oute seluer ojmr gold : in one cheste of treo.

IT )3o fe twelf monfcs weren a-go : ase fo Monekcs weren ech-one

A nyjt at Matines, fis1 holie bodi : a-ros hire up allone, > ms. t>u H« 156

heo beu j hire to fe I1P130 weucd : and wende mildeliche

A-mong al f0 Couent forth J> : and out wel stilledliche.1 > r. iuimioIm

p& Monekus, f0 huy fis i-seijon : of-draddo and sorien ' were : • r. mta

huy eoden to fe cheste fare heo [was] inno i-leid : and ne founden

ire noujt fere. 160

IT " bis," quath fe Abbod, " is ore wreche : for we hire i-do nadde

In a Rchrino of gold, ase we bi-heten : fo we ire hidere ladden."

To fe Abbosse of Coloyne : fe Abbod wende a-non

And tolde f is cas al-hou it was : of fat Maide i-gon. 164

huy wenden forthf to fulke stude : fare heo was i-leid inne er,

And heuen up fe frouwes lid : and founden hire ligge fer

Faire and euene ase heo dude er— : so luyte lime fere nas

bat ne lai ase heo was furst i-leid. : a fair Miracle fere was I 1 68

be Abbease was fo swyfe glad : and fe Nonnes euerechon,

And fonkede god of fat faire Miracle : and heije sounguen a-n:n.

IT be Abbot bad fat he moste habbe : fis holie bodi eft-sone,
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And seide he wolde honouri it faire : asc be uujle foi-to done. 172

Ake fe Abbesso nolde graunti it noujt : ne fat couent nofur

pat eft it scbolde babbo a-wei : fei he hadde i-bco heore brofur ;

For buy i-seijen fat it was godes willo : j>at it bi-lefde fore.

J?is Abbod wende him horn a-jcin : with wel drcorie cbcre. 176

2\on God us graunti, ]'\f is willo is : fat \vc moten i-wiune

jje beije Ioye of heouene : fare alle fis Maydenes beotb inne,

Ne fat we neuere farof ne missen : for none1 sorie sunne. > hs. no.n.

25 Katerine.

SEinte Katerine of noble kunne : cam, bi olde dawe ; [M. m]

Hire fader was king, hire Moder Quyeno : bofe of fe olde lawe,

po king .Coste. hire fader hct. : gret clerk fis Maydo was;

pare nas non of fe seue .Ars : fat heo maistcr of nas. 4

Maxentius bet fe Aumperour : In eche londe ho let crie

pat ech kynerich under him : come to Alisaundrie,

Eucrccb Man for is stat : to don to heore godes sacrcfiso ;

ho-so i' lete, men scbolde of him don : swyfo stronge Iustise. 8

po ech lond was fudcro i-conie : to don heore lawe,

Seinte katerine wel harde-liche : to-ward heom gun drawe ;

bi-halues heo stod and bi-heold : heore wrechebo gydi-hede,

heo sai; Anouri fo Maumates : and manic crtstine Men for drede, 12

po hadde heo gret deol in hire heorte : and blesse[de] hire a-non

And forth anon to fe Aumperour : baldeliche heo gan gon.

" Sire," heo seide, " riche Aumperour fou art : swife noble and ' ■.

hende, .' '

pov scholdest fi wisdom and fi wit : to some guode wende. i 6 /

])at i seggo for fe folie : fat ich i-seo eov do—

So muche feorrene folk : fov hast i-cleopot far-to.

Grete Ioie in ouwer heorte : fis temple 30 makiez i-fo

J)at is ymaud of lym and ston : and of ouwer Maumates also ; 20

3wy ne bi-holde je fe heije temple— : for fer-of wondri ov mai—

Of fe heie heuene fat geth a-bouto : a-bouen eov ni)t and dai,

Of sonne and Mono and steorrene al-so : fram fe este to fe weste

J)at trauaillieth and neuere werie ne booth : ne neuere ne habbeili

restat 24
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bi-bench bo wel and tume bi wit : to some wisdomo, ich rede,

And jwano bin owene In-wit it seith : bat noujwere nis awuch dede,

Al-n^ti god bou him hold : bat swuch wonder can make ;

bi-fore alle obere Anoure him : and bine Maumates for-sake." 28

With obere resones of clergie : bat mayde proffrede also

jjat heore godes naujtcs ne were : bat heo Anoureden heom to.

U fee Aumperour stod and ne coube bar-to : Answerio In none wise ;

Gret wonder him folate of hire fair-hede : and of hire Quoyntise ; 32

"Mayde," he seide, "a-bijd here-with : for-to aftur ore sacrefise

And we sehullen more with bo speko : ich ojmr mi Iustise."

bo be sacrefise was i-don : bo Aumperour sat In is trone,

And al is folk a-bouten him. : men brouten bat Maido sone. 36

" Maide," seide bo Aumperur : " bou binchest gent and freo ;

Of jwat kunrade art bou i-come 1 : gret wonder us binchez of be."

U " Sire Aumperur," bis Maide seide : " I-ne wilni bote luyte

to tellen bo of mine kunno : for it were signe of pruyte j 40

For In is boke bo wise Man : Catun seith also :

J3.it Man ne schal him-suluo preisi : ne blamie no-be-rao,

For so doth foles bat wilniez muche : of jelpingue and of sunne.

Nabeles ichulle, ako for no pruyte : tellen eov of mine kunne : 44

Ich am be kingus dorter costo : bat bou wost jwuch is. p M. m t>j

hidere ich cam to speke mid eov : of bat je bi-leucz a-mis ; » ms. gm

Mid vn-rijte heo beozb i-cleped godes : bat o fot ne mouwen go1

No no man helpo in none neode : ne hcom-sulue no-be-mo." • ms. Mid* i.ij.

H " Maide," seide8 bis Amperar : " jif bat bis sothb were, • Ms.h«om liwn

Al bis world were fals and guydi : jif bou one heom 8 scholdest [lere] ;

And we schulle betere i-leue alle men : and more it wole beo note,

bane ani fol womman ase bou art— : for ouwer bolt is sone i-schote."

" Sire," seide bis Maide bo : " bci bou luyte telle of me,

Also guod mai beo mi reson : ase bat comez of be. 64

For, sire Aumperur, bou1 art : ase ecb man is also « ms. khboo

pat bote mai and hys men moten : nede hys hestes do, 56

Of bodi and of soule bou art y-maud : ase bi-sulf mijt i-seo ;

Mid rijte bi soule Maistcr is : and bi bodi is hyne schal beo.

Jif bi bodi maister is : and bi soule1 is hyne, » MpmcHUd uur.

A jen kuynde it is : and bou worst sikur : bare-fore of helle pine." 60
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Jjoruj biro clergie pat holi Maide : resones made bo quoynto

pat pe Aumperour no non of his : ne coupo hire ansuerie in none

points,

" Maide," he seide, " pou schalt a-bide : In warde here mid me

And opero ichulle bi tyme findo : fat schullen Answerie pe." 61

pis Aumperour sende anon : wide a-boute is sonde

Jjat pe gretteste maistres of clergie : to him comcn In echo londe,

grete Mede of him to habbe : to don a luytcl Maystrio,

And for-to susteinen op heore lawe : poru strencpe of clergie. C8

So pat pare comcn fifti Maistres : pe gretteste pat man fond

Also wide ase men mijten seche : oujwere In ani lond.

pe Aumperour heom seide a-non : jware-foic he after heom sonde :

For-to desputi a-jein a 30113 womuian : pat al heore lawe schende. 72

" Kou is pis," pat .0. Maistor seide : " gret schamc, ich onder-stonde,

An Aumpmir to sende a-boutc : so wide in eche londe

After pe gretteste Maistres, for-to despuyti : a-jen a fol wencho,

3wane on of heore knaue iuijtcn sono : hire resones alle a-quenchc I "

■ Nai," seide pis Aumperour : " heo is wisore pane je wene ;

Jif je mouwen oujt ajen hire don : sono it worth i-sene. 78

For ich habbe leouere pat 30 hire ouer-come : with resones In

some wise,

Jjane we with strencpe hire maden : to don pe sacrefise." 80

"Lat bringue hire1 forth," seide pat on : "and heo sclial segge

a-non * roptneribti.

J)at heo ne spac neuere wit wisore men : are heo fram us gon."

II An Aungel to pis maide cam : and bad hire of no-ping drede,

And seide heo scholde heom alle poru hire reson : to cr/slinedom lede,

And heo alle Beholden poru hire reson : a-fonge martyrdain.

Jjo pat Maide i-herde pis : gret Ioie to hire heo nam, 86

baldeliche heo eode forth : po men aftur hire come.

" Sire," he1 seide to pe Aumperur : " jifst pou a wis dom > - i>«

J>at pus fale maistres of clergie : bringest and sest a-benche,

And me-eelf to desputy a-jeinos heom : pat nam bote a fol wenche 1

And jif pat heo me ouer-oomez : pou bi-hast heom gret mede,

And makost me mid strencpe with heom speke : and ne bi-hast me

boteluyte! CM. it] 92
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bat binchez me with oii-rijte it is : jwaue icli am one a-jcin heom alle.

11 Nov ichulle, for god is min help : a-fonge bat me wole falle."

" Scie, dame conloun, jwat artboul" : bis o legistre seide,

" penchestbou speke a-jeia ore clergie 1 : turne bi boujt, ich rede 1 96

pov seist bat god al-mijti : dethz on eorbe bolede here :

I-chullo proui bat ho ne mijto a-liue beo : noube In none manere.

For, ho-so deiez, he ne may : neuerefft to Hue come,

3«rane be vertuo of al is bodi : bora debe him is bi-nome ; 100

And bi god al-mijti is ded : bou ne mi}t libbe noi^t,

3if he bat scholde jiuo be lijf : is to debe i-broujt."

H " Nai," seide bis holi mayde : " bou faillest of bin art,

An-obur bou most scgge, jif bou bencst : of bine maistne to habbe part

( 'mil haddo euero and euere he schal : mid him is god-hede,

And for loue of us In ore fkscho : he nam him man-hede : 106

Of twei bingus he was bo imaked : eibur mosto bo is kuynde a-fonge.

Fur be kunde of man-hede us to bugge : he bolede doth wel stronge ;

Ako for- to bi-leue ded, a-jen kuynde it was : ase of is god-hede,

pare-fore he aros fram debe to liue : bo he haddo i-don al is dcde.

For be stronge debe bat boruj Adam : we weren to i-broujt,

poruj is godhede, i-meynd In ore kuynde : nolo mosto beon i-boujt.

Jif bou with-seist bis reson : an obur i-chullo bo make

pat grcto clcrkes seiden In heoro lawe : bat man ne may noujt

for-sako. 114

II Platon, be grete philosophe : bat was hebcne of ouwer lawe,

lie seide bat god wolde deie : and him-aclue to liue ajen drawe. 116

Lokiez In is boke,1 hov it mijte beo soth : noube In ouwere2 manere,

bote be muchele god of heueno : bi-come a luyte Man here.

Also Balaam, ouwer prophete : bat hobnne was al-so, 1 J""^r ** bok*

In is bok he seide—je wutcn wel 3 ware : jif 30 wollcz loki ber-to—

pat bare scholde of Iacobcs kuynde : a steorre a-rise wel brijt

pat scholde kingos and princes : al bi-nimen heom hcore ir^t. 122

pat was bat ore louerd wolde : of Iacobes kuynde beon i-bore

&1 ouer-comen alle bat euere weren : sethbe ober bi-fore. > *d<M. 124

And juyt bre kinges of ouwer lawe : on bulke steorre boi^tcn,

For be steorre bo god was i-bore : and bare-fore lok him broujten."

po beos Maistres heorden bis mayde speke : of so grete clergie,



96 THE 50 WISE HEATHENS TURN CHRISTIAN, AND ARE ]IAItTTRED.

MAXENTIU8 TEMPTS ST. KATHERINE.

Leo ne council answerie hire of neuere a word : and jeucn hire fo

maistnc. 1 28

U J)o seide fe Aumperur In grete wrathfe : " nis non of cov fat can—

A-mong so manic grcto Maistrcs— : answerie a fol womman 1 "

" Certes, sire," f is Maistres sciden : " so gret clerk nov nis

pat scholde to hire reson jiuc answcre : for heo seith so1 i-wis, 132

"We seggeth, fe liolie gost is -with hire : and In hire moufo, >«iwj>

pat we ne comic hire answerie noujt : no we ne dorren fei wo coufo.

pore-fore, bote we betcre of ouro lawe : fane we jeot i-seon,

Alle we seggez with one moujje : crtstine we wollcz boon." 13G

"Ey, trichours," seide fe Aumperur : "is it icomo fer-tol [W.i7b.]

Certes, 30 schullen euercch-oiic : beo to stronge dcfo i-do."

he het fat Men scholden a-midde toun : fur-borne licom cchono.

And buy afenge ])e deth for godes loue : with-oute anie monc, 140

And muclio reufe heo niaden to kateriuo : I-boptizcdo fiat Leo nere.

pat Maide heom confortede wcl : and crtstine lawes gan hcom lere,

And seide fat heoro stronge martyrdom : fat heo folalen fere,

In stude of cristine-dom scholde beon : jif heo stude-faste wore. 144

H Jjis Maistres weren wel glade fo : gladliche forth heo eode

And nomen fane deth fot godes louu : fat men heom wolde bcodo ;

Heo maden fe signe of fe croiz : f0 men in fat fuyre hem caste.

And fo heo hadden longe i-barnd : and dedo weren atfe laste 1 48

And fat fuyr was al a-queynt : al-hole beo leien fero,

Jwittore and wel fairore [of]1 heuj : fane hoo eucre er were ; > om.

pare nas so luyte wem on heom : fat fe leste of heore here

Ofur of heore clofus a-peirede weren— : hoo leien with faire chere.

pis Aumperur let fctte a-non : fat Maide katerine :

" haue reufe of fi-sulf ," he seide : " and schild f0 frum pine ! 154

hane reufe of fi noble bodi : fat is so fair and hende 1

For fou schalt beon in grete nobleye : jif fou wolt fi ponjt wende :

In mi paleis ich schal fe make : hext after fe quene ;

After fi fourmo ichnlle fe make : An ymage, brijt and schene,

Ouer-guld and qnoynte i-nov : and sette as a-roidde fe cite,

pat ech man hire honouri schal : for honour of fe 160

Aae men schullen to one god do. : fou ne schalt mil al fi lore

80 mucbe nobleie bi-fenche fe : fat I nelle don fe more."
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ST. KATHERINE IS IMPRISONED, BUT CONVERTS THE EMPRESS 97

AND 8IR PORPHYRT.

il " Sire Aumperur," bis Maide seide : " let bi fole boujt,

For bov nast non more jwilo to spille : bancs spoken embe noujt 164

god almijties spouse ich am : and al bi blaundisinge

Ne alio bine tormenz no scliullen min hoorto : enes frani him bringe.

fio Aumperur hire let strep[e] naked : and to a piler fasto hire boundcn,

With stronge schourges men beoten hire soro : and maden hire liarde

wounden. 168

fio heo ne mijten bare-with-al : turnen biro boujt,

In depe prisono and swipe deorke : sone heo was i-broujt ;

pat no man hire mete ne jaf ne drunch : bei heo scholdo for hungur

deie,

For heo scholde to hcore lawe hire bouj[t] tuyrne : and beon i-broujt

out of teie. 172

In bat prison bat Maido lai : twelf dawcs and twelf nijt,

)}at heo nober .et. ne dronk : ne i-saij non eorbelich lijt ;

A jwit coluere bare cam fram heuene : to hire euer-ech dai

And broujte hire fram heueno mete : In-to prisone ase heo lai, 176

A day ase be Aumperur was : out of fe toune i-fare,

fie Aumperesse boujte on katerine : and hadde of hire gret care :

Of hire bedo wel priueliche : heo a-ios at mid-Xijt,

And nam with hire sire porfirio : bat was hire priue knyjt. 180

fio heo to be prisone come : heo i-seijeu bare gret lijt ; • ai. Mipn h*o

'gret wounder heom boujte jwar-of were : be deorke stude so brijt.

Jjo heo i-seijen2 seinto katerine : was In be prisone grouude pfoi. wj

And an Aungel of heuene with hire stondo : and smerede hire wounde :

H ))e Aumperes8e cride a-non : "Katerine," heo seide, "bin ore)

Mine rijto bi-leue bov tech me : I nelle beo fol non more."

fio knijt al-so, sire porfirie : loude cride al-so,

bat muche folk bat baro-a-boute was : sone cam ber-to ; 188

Sire porfirie ful a-doun to hire fet : and merci he gan crie.

With grcte Ioye bis Maide prechedo heom : of god and seinte marie ;

So bat Aumperesse and porfirie : boruj bis Maide bore,

And twei hondred of obur folk : I-baptizede weren. 192

H Ore louerd him-sulf cam sethbe a-doun : to seinte katerine :

" Lo," he seide, " here ich am : for 5 warn bou hast bis pine.

In bine tormenz beo studefast : Ichulle beo mid be ;

LEGENDS 07 SAINTS. H



98 ST. KATHERINE II PUT ON WHEELS TO BE TORTURED. AN

ANGEL SHATTERS THE WHEELS.

pi segc is in heue[ne] i-maud : )iare pov schalt women mid me." 196

An opur dai pe Aumperour : after pis Maide sende ;

}}at heo were ded, opur al fur-fare : swipe wel he wende.

Jjis Maide was bi-fore him y-broujt : swipe fat and round.

" J wat," he seide, " hou geth j>is 1 : heo is hoi and sound 1 200

3ware beoth pis traitores," he seide : " pat hire In prisons waste?

Stillcliche heo hire habbeth i-fed : pat no man it nuste.

bi pe treupe pat i sclial to Mahon : heo ne scliullen so non-more 1 "

he let nime alle pe gayholers : and tormenti heom ful sore. 204

U " Sire Auraperur," pis Maide seide : " is pis a guod Ivggement,

gulie-]ese Men for mine gulte : to bringe in swuche tormenti

he pat hath me i-fed : him ne drat of pe rijt noujt :

For an Aungol it was of heuene : pat mete me hath i-broujt. 208

Do me jwat torment pat pov wolt : and lat heoin quite gon :

For-sopp, pat1 pou on heom seist : gult heo ne habbez non." ■ a/. ofj«t

"Ey., hendie Maide Katerine" : seide pis Aumpmwr,

"Jjench op-on pi noble stat : of alle Maidenes pov art flour; 212

Torne pi poujt and pou schalt beon : pe Aumpcresso per ;

beo ne sclial no-ping bi-fore pe habbe : bote pat heo me mot beo ner."

" guode man," seide pis holie mayde : " pov spext embe noujt :

For al pi pouwer pou ne schalt : fram ihcsu crist wende mi poujt. 216

Al pat torment pat pou mi)t penche : And of alle [day longe,1]

pov mijt don me jif pou wolt : redi ich am to fonge ; hindZnnml^n.

For ich ne wilni no-ping so rauche : ase mi flechs and mi blod, i-wis,

to jiue for mi louerdes loue : pat for me he jaf his." 220

po was pe Aumperur so wroth : pat he was neij i-swowe.

Four 3 weles of Iron ho let fullen : with rasores. kene I-nowe,

And with ginne heom makede tuyrne a-boute : pe tweien on pat on

half opward,

J)e opur tweine euene heom a-jein : In pat opur half a-done-ward, 224

J)at, ho-so bi-twene were : In none half ne mijto him wende

pat pe rasores nolden al is flechs : to-drawen and to-rendo.

Sone so pis Maide was i-don par-on : hire bodi for-to schende, [M. w b.]

Ore sweto luuerd fram heuene : an Aungel to hire gan seade : 228

pis Aungel with a drawe swerd : pe jweoles al-to-hev,

J)it pe peces a-boute flowen : ase corn 3wane man it se v,



MAXENTIU3 MARTTRS HIS EMPRESS AND SIR PORPHTBT, WHOM 99

ST. KATUEIUNE CONVERTED.

And smot1 of pis lufere men : wel harde to fe grounde ; > at. miu

Four fousend f[cr]o weren a-slawe : In a lutel stounJc. 232

J30 nuste ))6 Aumpcrur jwat he mijto don : for deol ne for sore.

Jjo Aumperesse nolde hole hire stat : lengoro fo nam-more :

H " Sire," hco seide, " hou gez fis ? : for godes loue, fin ore 1

Ich i-seo fat J)is mayde is guod : and of holi lore, 236

Ovrer Maumates ichulle for-sake : Inelle on hem bi-lene more."

Jw gan fe Aumpwur for wrathfe : loudo jeolle and rore.

he ne mijto fram Ihcsn enst : hire poujt no-fing wende :

he het men fat1 scholden hire lede : to fe touncs ende >r.patm<a 240

And hire bresten fram hire bodi : with Irene crokes rende

And fare-after smiten of hire hcued : fe more forto1 schende.

Wit guodo heorte fe Aumperesse : fane deth gan a-fonge; > t. Unto

)y quellares heo bad hijen faste : and ne a-biden noujt to longe. 24-4

Heo nomen fe kene crokes of Ire : fat hire flcchs depe gnowe,

And, also man draweth with combes wolle : hire tetes heo to-drowe

Fram hire bodi mossel mclo : and sethfo smiten of hire heued.

bat bodi, for houndes it scholden cto : vn-burcd it was bi-Ieued. 248

Ake porfirio it burede n-nijt : fat holi bodi and guod.

bo fe Aumperur fat bodi rni3te : he was wroth and wod ;

he tormentedo fare-fore manio Men : fat ne mijten heom noujt skere.

bo eode porfirie forth : and seide, " sire, lo me here, 252

Ich burede fat holie bodi : fat was cristas make ;

And to Ihesu cr/st ich habbe al-so : al min heorte i-take ;

For no pouwer fat fou mijt don : I-nelle him for-sake."

J)o gan fe Aumperur for deol and sor : alle is lymes to schake. 256

U " Mahun," he seide, " hou schal fis beo 1 : jwat schal ich nou do,

Nov Ich habbe mi wif for-loro : and mi knijt porfirie al-so 1

And porfirie al min heorte was I : jwy neltfou me rede 1 "

fro wenden fis ofure knyjtcs forth : and loude heo gonne grade, 260

" We nellcz fane deth for godes loue : no leng bi-leue for drede."

bo gan fe Aumperur to-drawe is her : and sore sicho and grone,

" Mahun," he seide, " 3 wat schal ich do 1 : hov schal ich bi-leue allone f

Jvvi neltfou rafer fette me : and bringe me of fusse Hue, 264

bane soflri alle mine men to leose : after mine leoue wiue t

bei fou nelle, mahun, helpe me : I-ne for-sake fe noujt,

n a



100 ST. KATHERINB REFUSES TO BE EMPRESS. SHE IS BEHEADED.

ANGELS CARRY HER BODY TO MOUNT SINAI.

J>is foles fat habbez fe for-sake : to defe heo schulle beo broi^t."

He let nime porfire fcno guode knyjt : and is felawes echone 268

And smiten of heore heuedcs with-oute toiin : ase Mahonea fon.

J50 let he fette katerine : " Dameysele," he seide,

Jtei fov me bi-nome mi wijf : mid )>ine fole rede, 271

I-clmlle, jif fou wul torni fi fou^t : fur-jiuo fine misdede [hi. a>]

And with gret nobleie ase min Aumperesse : ouer-al with me J>e lede."

U " Certes, sire," fis Maide seide : " fis wordes beoth alle for nau3t :

po\ ne schalt me neuere bringue fram him : fat hath min heorte i-cau;t.

Do fat for wolt, and hane i-don : and bring )>i wille to ende, 27G

For fon ne schalt neuere for no-jnng : min herte from Iheta wende."

" Jware beo je, mine quellaresl" : fe Aumperur )io seide,

" Faste je schulle fe wychche binde : and with-oute toune lede,

And Bmitez1 of hire heued a-non : an don fe guode dede, > r. «siu 280

J3at heo ne bringe us neuereft : In soruwe ne In drede."

po fis Maide was i-brotijt : to slene with-oute fe toun,

hire preiere heo maude to god : a-knes heo sat a-doun :

"Louerd," heo seide, " graunte fou me : fat ech man fat hath in1 mone

In aui neode ofur in ani anuy : of mine passione, > <m. i>.

graunte fat he mote to is wille : help a-fongo sone." 286

J>o cam ore louerd him-self to hire : and grauntede hire bone.

11 " Cum forth," he seide, " mi suete leman : mi leue spouse al-so :

heuene-3.1t a-jcin fe I-opened is : fare fou schalt comen to."

A quellare hire heued of smot. : fat folk fat a-boute heom stode,

3wijt Milk heo i-sei3en eome out of fe wounde : and noujt o drope

of blode.

Aungles comen and nomen fat bodi : a-mong alle fe manne 292

And to fe hul of synay it beren : tuenti Iomeies fanne,

And bureden it fare In one faire place : wit grete nobleye and riche ;

Jjare foru3 laetn cristes grace : hire bones restcz juyte.

)jare-of jeot to fis day : fare eoraez eoillo wel riue, 29G

Jware-with manie sike Men : beoz to hele i-broujt and to line;

Wide In londe it is i-lad : fat ho-so it habbe mote,

Noble relike it is al-so : sike Men to don bote.

J)re hundred jer and twenti : after fat god was i-bore, 300

I-Martred was fis holie Maide : of 3wam we tolden bi-fore.



ST. LUCY TELLS HER HEATHEN MOTHER THAT SHE CAN BE 101

CURED AT ST. AOACe's TOMB (iN CATANA).

1 hesu. crist, for pe suetc loue : of seinte Katerine

grauuti us pe Ioye of heuene : and schilde ua fram helle pine.

Amen amen, segge we alio : for is holie tyme. 304

26 Vita sancle Lucie ntrginii.

SEinto lucie, pat holie Mayde : In Cezile was i-bore ;

Jong hco bi-gan to serui god : and bi-lefde sunne and bore ;

Dame Evtice hire Moder het : }>at hire to wommane broujte—

Of hire childe wel glad heo was : ase hco suype wel oujte. 4

So bi-feol pat on Dame Eutice cam a sikncssc : swipo greuous and

long ' = huo • M3. i ip«nJ»det

Four jn he1 hadde gret pine— : pe menison of blode wel strong.

On leches hco hadde i-spendet1 : Muche del of hire guod,

Ako faro nas non pat hire helo mi3te : pat boo no bledde euere blod.

So pat wide In pe londe Men tolden : of seinte Agace,

Of Miracles pat comen at hire schrine : poru ore louerdes grace 10

In pe cito of Cathenes : pere pis holi woniman lay ;

Folk wende pudere wel wide : bope Isijt and day 12

bi manie scor to-gadere : of echo londe a-boute. [w. wb.j

po seinte lucie pis i-saij : al dai so gret route,

" Moder," heo seide, " pou hauest an vuel : ful greuous witb-alle

And we hereth of miracles al day : pat of seinte Agace doth falle : 16

go we pudere forth mid opure : to fo holie seint Agace,

And pare Jxm schalt to hele come : poruj ore louerdes grace."

H Nov was lucie stillcliche : I-torned to cristine-dom,

Ake hire Moder hepene was : and al pat heo of com ; 20

Lucie to ane hepene manne : was i-wcddet In hire jnng-hede,

Ake Napoles clene Mayde heo was : with-oute echo fol dede.

Hire Moder heo nam stilleliche : and with opere Men heo wende

To seinte Agace Toumbe : hire Moder for-to amende. 24

And i-heorde Jio Masse a dai : mid ojmre pat pore were, 2£Si£r*3g,r'lm

)3o heo weren pudere i-come— : bo longue1 heo lefden pere. • «i » rtmti

So pat pe godspel was pat day : ase lucie onder-stod,

Of a womraau pat j wylcno hadde : pe menison of blod 28

And cam ant touchedo pe lappe : of ore louerdes elopes ene

Ase he code In grete prece : and was hoi a-non and dene.



102 ST. LUCY CUBES HER MOTHER, WHO TURN'S CHRISTIAN.

SOB GIVES HER FOHTU.NE TO TUB POOR.

" Leone Moder," seide lucie : " jif fov bi-lcuest on holi churche

And fe wordes of J)is godspel : and fer-after wolt wurche, 32

Jjoruj toucbingue of seinto Agace toumbo : foil} scbalt beo hoi a-non,

Ase feo woniinan jwylene was : fat aftur ore louerd gan gon."

Jjo fat folk was al i-went : seinte lucie cum

To seinte Agace holie toumbc : and ire Moder with hire uam ; 36

pare heo leien In beore beden : lieo noldcn fannes gon.

H So fat lucie, fat clene Maide : wertli a-slcpo a-non.

Seinte Agace, fat holie Maide : to hire fram hcucno a-lijte, 33

With gret felauj-schipe of Aungles— : biro croune schon wel brijte;

" Lucie," heo seide, " leoue soster : jwy trauaillestfou so

And jwy biddestfou me so jeorno fat fing : fat fou mijt fi-self do

For fine bi-leue, fat is so guod : helpez fi Moder, i-wis :

And nov foru fe and fine guod-nesso : f i Moder i-held is. 44

And also ase fis cite is : i-wuyrfct muclio foruj me,

Also schal fi coutreie : Anoured beon for fe ;

For f i clene Maiden-hod : and for fi holie lif, i-wis,

J)i woneingue is wel jaro i-maket : with us in heucne-blis." 48

Jjo fis holie Maide a-wok : heo bi-gan to quakien sore ;

11 " Moder," heo seide, " fov art hoi : ne farffe drcde non-more.

For fe loue of fat holie Maide : fat fe hath to hele i-broujt,

Xe fonde fov neuere to bringue me : of mi clone foujt 52

And ne soffre fou noujt mine spouse in folie : mi Maiden-hod a-epille,

JS~e Lit me noujt leose fat longue lif : for a luytel fol wille I

Ake al fat fou i-grauntet hast : for-to jiue him with me,

Lat me it jiue fe pouere men : Moder, ich bidde fe." 56

pe Moder, fo heo hoi was : guod womman bi-cani,

And fe doujtcr bi hire Moder wille : fat guod to hire heo nam ; CM. wj

heo hit delte a-mong pouere Men : fe jwyle fare i-laste 0U3L

to him fat hire spouse was : fe teofinguo was i-broujt : 60

he wende to seinte lucies norice : and axede hire wel stille

J wat lucie 'were on bi-conie : heore guod for-to a-spille,

11 And jwi heo dude it so a-wei : and jwodere heo dude it here.

Jjis norice wel quoyntelich : jaf him a-non answere : 64

" heo hath ifounde forto sulle : swyfe derewurfe fing, i-wis,

Jjat is suych a fouaent more wurth : fanno al fat fing fat is ;



8T. LUCY IS TAKKN BKF0RB JUDGE PASCA8IUS, WHO THREATENS 103

TO SEND HER TO A BTEW.

J)e beste chaffare it is i-boujt : fat euere Man to drouj ;

AVoldestfou gon }iare-Inne In part : riche man fou were i-nou) "— 68

Jp it was fo chaffare fo blisse of heuene : ]>at heo hadde i-boujt.

gret wonder he hadde of fulke Answere : and stod in gret foujt.

So fat he 0nder-3.it sone : fat heo cristine was.

In grete wrathfe he tolde fore : fe Iustice, fat het pakas.1 »ms. J»k«

Lucie was sone i-fet : and bi-fore fe Iustice i-broujt. 73

" Maide," seide fe Iustice : " jwat hast fou i-foujtl

11 Let fi folie," he seide : " Ich rede, on alle wiffe,

And to ore godes, ase rijt is : do fine sacrefise I " 76

" Ich habbe," quat* fis holie Maide : "al fis fre jer i-do

Mine sacrefise to Iesu crist : and juyt i-chulle al-so :

Al fat ich hadde ich habbe ispended : and bi-take In is lore ;

And fer-to ichulle mi bodi take : jwano me nis bi-leued nomoro. 80

Spene2 i-chulle nou al mi bodi : fram fe fot to fe heued j/y&SpTCiit

And euerecli lime In is scruise : nov me nis more bi-leued ;

Ich jelde him op al mi bodi : sire Iustise, here bi-fore fe,

to spene' ech lime In is seruise— : do jwat fou wolt bi me I * 84

H " Nov ich wot," quath fe Iustiso : " jwaro-to fou tornest fi mod :

For In hore-dom and In lecherie : fou hast i-spend al fi guod,

))ar-on fou wolt fi bodi al spene' : and far-of fou dest preche ;

Jwane fov nast non more to spene8 : for-sofe fou worst a wrechche : 88

For fov spext ase an hore strong : jwane fou wolt for-sake

bi louerd fat fon art to i-weddet1 : and to lechours fe take." J.5JJ2&

" I -wedded ich was to Ihe«u crist" : fis holie maide him tolde

" jjo ich was i-baptized : and fulke weddingue ichulle holde. 92

Ako to hore-dome for woldest me bringue : jwane fov me woldest

make

Mine spousede louerd Ihesu crist : for ani ofur man for-sake."

"bou schalt for-sake him," quath fe Iustise : "haddestfou it

i-swore :

For to fe commune bordel fov schalt beo : i-lad ofur i-bore, 96

1 And fare schal mani a moder-ohild : go to fi foule licame

And ligge bi fe, alle fat wollez : in hore-dom and in schame."

1 The following put of this legend U written u prate, in two columns oa

e*ch p«ge on 1. 00b.



104 ST. LUCY IB TO BE BROUGHT TO THE BROTHEL, BUT CANNOT BE

MOVED FROM THE PLACE.

U " Ne mai no wu/nman," quath Jiis maide : " of hire maiden-hod

beo ido ' « '«<«•■ *«»d •**• eommta.

For no dedo fat men deth fo bodie : bote ire herte boo1 ]>erto. 100

For fe more fat mi bodi a-jein mi wille : here defouled is,

pe clenore2 is mi mayden-hod : and fo more mi mede, i-wis."

5T J)e Iustise let wide a-bouto : into al fe contreie crie : * ms. ctenort

J3at alle fat woldcn : bi a swuch fair wurair.au don anie folie, 104

Comen to hire, alle fat wolden : for alle heo scholde heom take,1

For in bordel heo scholde bco i-do : fare heo ne scholde non

fur-sake. [rol. eo b.]

he hiet is men niinen hire faste : and to fc bordel hire lcde anon

Alle fat roijliteu neijh hire come : faste huy hire drowen ech-on, 108

buy schoue and drowo al fat huy mijhte : ake huy ne mi^hten hire

anne fo!e i-winno

2Ce o fote uchchen of fe stude : fare as heo stod inne.

J)o nomen huy ropes etrongue 1-110113 : ant to fet and hondene teide,

And alle fat mijliten fere neijh come : faste huy drowen and

breide; 112

A fousend men with al hcore main : on hire gonne drawe :

Ac euere beo lai stille a-jein : huy ne mijhtcn hiro enes wawe.

U "Jwat, hou goth fis I" quath fe irutise : "jwat resun mai fis beo

]3at a fousend ne mouwen noujt fis womman : of fe stude enes

teot" 116

U " Sire ittrtise," fat Maide seide : " fou hontcst a-boute noujt :

For, fei fou haddest jeot to heom : ten fousend mo i-broujt,

?uit it fcliolde bi-foren eov alle : bi folfuld bi me her

Jjnt holie vers fat seint Dauid : scithf in fe Banter : [Pi.mj 120

pat a fousend men scholden in mi side falle : and to grounde boon

i-broujt,

And ten fousend in mi rijht side : and neijh me ne comen noujt.

pare-fore it is al for noujt : fat fou hontcst here-a-boute ;

God is strengore fane fou be : and fare-fore i-nabbe no doute." 124

H ")3ou art strong wichche," quath fo iwtiso : "and far-of Man

schal fe bringue,

Mine clerkes and mine enchanntours : bi-nime schullen fi wich-

chingue."



ST. LUCY IS MIRACULOUSLY KEPT FROM FIRE. HER THROAT IS 105

CUT, BUT SHE STILL PRAISES OOD.

His clcrkes he let bringue forth : and his enchauntours echouo :

And huy mailoti heore coniurisones : a-boute fis Maide alone. 1 28

And )>o huy hadden al ido fat huy coufen : fat folk gan eft-sones

drawe :

Akc eucro heo lai i-liche stillo : huy ne mijhten hire enes wave.

11 Jjo Iustise, Jjo he fis i-seij : for wrathfe he was neijh wod.

" Certes," he seide, " hire wichchingue : ne schal do hire no guod."

Strongue temene he liet fette : of Oxenc mani on

And bringue fere fis Maide was : and to hire teijon ech-on ; 1 34

He liet heom prtkie and harli faste : and huy guonne drawe and

pluchche :

And euere lai fis Maide stille : huy ne n^hten hire enes wawc. 136

H " Certes," he scide, " ore fare nis noujt : ofur-jwat we moten do,

"With ofcr fing we schullcn hire to naujte bringue : 3 wane we ne

mouwen so.

Makieth opo fo hore, faro heo lijthf : 3 wane we ne mouwen hire

winne heonne,

Also strong fuyr ase 30 conne : fat beo al-to douste brenne ! " HO

A strong fuir and gret i-noii3 : fis tormentores wronjte

Aboute fis holie clene maide : to brenne hire al-to noujtc.

J)o fis fuyr was wel strongue i-maud : heo sat a-middo ful stille ;

))at fuyr ne mijhto don hire non harm : fat were wurth a fille. 144

Jjo nomen huy pich and brumston : and weldcn it wel faste

And ope hire nakede teudre bodi : al-fuyri it casten.

f Euere sat fis Maide stille : it ne greuede hire no-fing,

Ake euere heo prechede with glade heorto : of Ihcsn, heuene king. 1 48

'■ Jjo nuste fis lufere iustise : 3wat he mi3hte don more.

Jwane he ne mi^hte fis clene fing : oucr-coine mid al is lore,

A scharp swerd and a kene : foruj hire frote he liet do,

To bi-nimen hire speche : and hire li.jf also. 152

Jjo heo was foni3 fe frote i-smite : fe botcre heo spac i-nou),

And prechede euere of Ih&fu crtst : and wel smere I0U3 :

1 " 3o fat booth crtstino : glado and blif0 30 boo,

Of no-fing ne habbe 30 drede : for gret ioy ich i-seo I 156

Ane Ioyeful fyfingue ich eou telle : fat sothf is and nonjt les :

)Jat rijht noufe is noli churcho : i-brou3t in guod pes :
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For hire tweie wiferwines : fat habbez i-bco so jare,

Hijht noufe booth to nai^t i-broujt : 30 forue habbe of hcom no kare.

For fe lujiere dioclician : fat so muche harm hath i-Jo, 161

he is i-pult out of his kynedora : he ne cometh non-more )>ar-to ;

And also Maximian : fat so lujjur hath i-beo,

IJijth noufe he dcide in lufur deth : je schulle him non-more i-soo ;

So fat fe luf«re wifer-wines : fat a-jein holie churcho were,

Out of heore mijhte beoth i-broujt : ne habbe 30 none fere. 166

U J)us glade tyfingue ich eov bringue : fei huy feor heonne boo—

I-hered beo god, fat ich mosto : fis dai a-liue i-soo 1 168

I-clmlle bi-tccho ou iheau crt'st : for fram eov ich mot wende.

Bringuth me ore louerdes flcchs and is blod : for fat schal beo mi1

ende." • »r. «• »y

H )3e preostcs wenden forth anon : and folk fat fere stod,

And fetten to fis holie maide : godea fl[«]chs and is blod. 172

po heo it hadde under-fongue : and hire rijhtca al-so,

And fe oresones weren alle i-seid : fat bi-fullen fer-to,

Mid fe la-tc [word]1 heo ;af fene gost : ase huy amen seide. 'on.

Aungles faro weren redie I-nowe : hire soule to heueno lede. 176

Jjere heo w with ilie.su crtst : in Ioyo with-outen ende.

Nou god for seinte lucie loue : fudere ui late i-wiende ! Amen.

27 IT Ici poez oyer coment seint Thomas de Kaunkrbures

nasqui. e de quev manere gent de pere e de Mere.

WOllo je noufe i-heore fis englische tale : fat is here i-writel

Of seint Thomas of Caunterburi : al-hou he was bi-jite 1

Of londone is fader was : A bordeys8 hemic and fre, Pfcisi] *t.horfr>

Gilbert Bekat was is name : fe bok telle/, me. 4

Ake is Moder was of liefenesso. : nov sone 30 mouwon i-heore

Al-hou heo cam into ehgelondo : are heo i-enstned were.

Gilebert him bi-foujte : fe Croiz for-to fo

In-to fe holie lond : his penaunce fe bet to do. 8

80 fat, fo he fudere cam : he was sone i-nome,

Ase A sclaue forth i-lad : and i-don In prisone,

And faste was i-gwiued : he and manie mo,

And i-wust wel sikerliche : fat he ne scholde a-wei go. 13



BERET'S FATHER, TAKEN PRISONER BT TIIS SARACENS, 18 LOVED 107

BT TUB AMIRAL'S DAUOUTE& HE ESCAPES,

Iii fo Amirales prisone1 : heo hadden i-beo so longue, > «rig. prw»o«

To jcres and an half : In beudes swife strongue,

So fat god jaf J»o Amiral : bofo heorte and wille

J)e more to louicn Gilebert : for he was meoko and stille. 16

Echo daie jwane }>o Amiral : to is mete wolde go,

ho bad, Gilebert to is mete : scholde come also—

•>rct auantage, for-sofc, it was : fat ho mi jte so gon ;

Akc cucre he hadde ane pcire feteros : faste him upon. 20

And oftc-sifes J)o Amiral : dudo for Gilcbardes loue

Auantago to is fulawes : fat with him wcren In prisone.

hit bi-fcol fat Amiral : Ane faire doujter hadde—

Childreno of is oweno : none mo for-sofo ho nadde. 24

priuelichc heo dude for Gilebert : Auantages manie and fele.

And oftc-sifo heo woldo spoke with him : jwane heo mijto to bi-

stclo—

For heo ne dorste bi-fore hire fader : laste he it onder-jcto

pat it were for gyle : fat heo with him spekc. 28

Ji'ut it bi-feol In a dai : fat heo saij fo heo mijtc :

to Gillebcrt heo eode priuelicho : and echste him jwat he hijte

And of ;wat bi-leue ho were : and of jwycho londe,

And jif he wolde for is louerdes loue : feno deth a-fongc. 32

Gilbert hire Ansueredo fo : In swifo fair lnaucre :

"Of engelonde ich am, and crtstine Man : fei ich beo noufe here;

Mi name is Gilbert bcket : of Londcne fo cite ; > ms. t>»a.

gladliche ivholde fane deth a-fongue : for is loue fat1 boujte me, 36

And for-to saui mi cristine-dom : and mine trewo bi-leue al-so."

pis womman to Gilbert wel sono : feos wordes heo seide to :

" Cristine-dom ichulle onder-fonge : for fe loue of fe,

And fou a-non aftur-ward : trewclicho weddi me." 10

Gilbert was ful sore a-drad : of fis wommane sawe,

Lasto heo wolde bi-Meldi him : 3ware-foruj ho were a-slawe.

To jeres and an half ho was sclaue : and fat him foujte longe :

So fat ho and is felawes : gonne heom onder-etonde 44

))at heo wolden fot prison breke : and A-weiward gon ;

Sore heo weren alio a-ferd : for traison of fat womman. [w. «i b.]

pat prison heo broken : r'jt fulke daie at cue ;
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sue finds him in london.

Forth beo wendeu alle a-wei : pare nolde non bi-leue. 48

In fie morewe-tiJe heo weron i-soujt : bote per nas non i-founde.

Ak po bipoujte fat Maiden hire : In wel luyte stounde

liov heo niijte best on take : and jwat beo mijto do ;

So fat heo porueide hire : and fort a-wei gan go. 52

Al-bi nyjte beo wende a-wei : men nusten jwaro heo bi-cam.

Ne beo ne coupe nanne wei : bote god was hire lodes-man.

)>ornj godes grace heo was i-lad : with men pat onder-stoden hire

langage,

So pat beo cam to pe se : and redi fond hire passage. 56

pane wei heo Axedo In hire langage : In-to engclonde ;

So pat heo cam with pilegriraes : ase ich me onder-stonde,

Ouer pe se sauf and wel : poruj grace pat heo hadde

Of Iesu crist, and socur of men : pat hire ouer ladden. 60

heo ne coupu no-ping conteini hire : ne spoken no-pe-mo ;

Ake euere heo axede In hire langage : to londone for-to go.

Mid pilegrimes and poru grace of god : to londone heo cam.

And po heo was pudere i-come : pare ne knev heo no man, 64

Ne heo ne coupe spoke ne hire bi-seo : bote ase a best pat a-straycd

. were.

Jjare-fore on hire gapede alday : swype muche fol[c] pcre,

hope Men and wommen : and children suype fale—

for hire continaunce was wonderful : and hire speche no Man ne

coupe pare. 68

In Manie stretes heo hadde i-wandret— : pat Man may wel i-wite,

So pat bi-fore gilbertes house : pe Noyso was onder-jite.

For pe koaue pat liadde with him : In hepenesse i-bco,

to pe dore he orn swype : po dune for-to i-seo. 72

he i-saij pat it was pe Amirales doujtcr : pat al pe wondringuo w. s

on:

hasteliche he tornede In a-jen : to is louerd a-non,

And seide, pe Amirales dorter was : In pe strete pare-oute,

And suype gret prece of gurles and Men : comen hire al-a-boute ; 76

he seide, " al pe gredinge is for hire : pat 30 doth noupe i-heore."

"Louerd," seide gilbert, " jwepnr heo beo : a]-one with-outen fere t "

he het is knaue loki sothpeliche : jif pat heo it were ;
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And bad hire leden to ane guode wyues house : and a-stunte with

hire fere, 80

And fat heo hire scholde findc i-nouj : of al fat heo hadde neode,

rijt ase heo wolde is owene bodi : and he hire far-of bede.

Al-so tyme ase f is knaue : to fis Mayde cam,

For Ioye heo ful a-doun i-swowe : opon )>e harde ston. 84

J)o hire stat was a-jein i-come : fe knaue hire op nam,

And heo wel gladliche with him code : to fulke guode womman.

An' lieo hire onder-fcng swipe faire : for gilbcrdes loue ;

heo makede hire wel an-Ayse : and was hire swyfe wel-come. 88

Gilbert him bi-fou$te : a-non so he hadde i-eto,

To )>e bischop for-to gon : with him forto speke,

j5iro he was at seint poules : of him to habbe red a-non CM. «•]

Al-jwat him were of fat Maide : is beste forto don. 92

Jjane bischop of londone : for-sofe he fond fere,

And fyue ofur bischopes : with him fare were ;

So fat he fond fare six bischopes : fe beste of Engelonde.

And fo Gilbert i-saij hcom alle : bi-fore heom he eode stonde ; 96

he bi-gan to telle is tale : foruj is owene Mouth,

And are he hadde al i-told : heo was swyfe selcouth.

he tolde hou he In fe Amirales prisone : in hefenesse hadde i-be

And liov fe Amirales donjter to him seide : fat was so fair and fre,

Al-hor fat heo wolde cnstine bi-come : for enchaison of him

Jif he wolde weddi hire : and for-saken al hire kun ; 102

And hou he and is felawes : bi-twene hem alle bi-speke

For drcde of hire wordes : fat prison for-to breke, 104

3 If fat heo mijten grace habbe : a-wei for-to gon,

laste heo weren alle for hire : to stronge defe i-don ;

And al-hou heo was to londone i-come : and fram so fer i-gon,

grct wonder far-of he hadde : for language ne coufe heo non. 108

po fis bischopes hadden i-heord : fat gilbert heom hadde i-told,

))e bischop of wynchestre it wel onder-stod : for he was wis and bold :

)>at hit was al foruj godes grace : fat heo was so fer i-come,

Out of hire owene londe so fer : fat heo foru miseise ne hadde i-be

nome;1 'MS. nonom.. 112

For heo ne coufe language-non : with men for-to speke,
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With jwan heo mijte i-winnen hire : herhoruwe and drinke and mete,

he wide, "with-oute faille : jif god hathp i-porueid so

pat heo for gilberdes loue : cnstinedom vole onder-fo, 116

And gilherd hire wolde weddi : sum blede of hire schal come

J)at schal holie churche holde to rijtr- : and semi godes gone.

For we it mowen wel i-wite : and we wollon us onder-stondo :

jjat heo is in-to (lis londe i-come : it is godes sonde. 120

for )>at ping pat god helpe wole : ne schal noujt beo for-fare."

Alle peos o)»ure bischopes : a-cordeden to pis tale,

And seiden pat gilberd scholde weddi hire : and liolden hire to wiue,

Jif heo wolde i-cn'stned be : and tuynio to clone liue. 124

So pat a-non-ri3t pene moruwe : i-porueid it was al-jare

At seint ponies churche, pat heo scholde : Icn'stned beo rijt pare.

po pe baptisterie was al-redi : to hire baptizingue,

Jje bischopes beden pat Men schoiden : pe womman bi-fore heom

bringe. 128

Jjo heo cam bi-fore pe bischopes : heo axeden hire wel sone

Jif heo wolde i-cn'stned beo : ase lawe was for-to done.

heo answerede In hire langngo : wel eone heom a-jen :

Jif gilbert wolde hire weddi : i-cristned heo wolilo ben 132

And bote he hire weddi woldo : heo nolde cnstinedom a-fongue,

heo seide heo wolde raper tuyrne ajen : In-to hire owene londe.

Gilberd coupe hire language. : pare he stod wel stillo :

to pe bischopus he seide : he wolde don heore wille. [M.ttbJ 136

So pat heo i-cristned was : ase god hire jaf pe grace,

Of alle pe six bischopes : and i-spouse in pe place,

hire hepene name ne j noujt telle : for-sope jwat heo hiet,

Jjo name pat heo of cn'stindom hadde : i-wute 30 schullen jet : 1 40

heo was i-nemd Alisaundre : as ich me onder-stonde ;

Seint Thomas was on hire bi-jile : pris-martyr of engelonde.

Jjo Gilbert1 hire hadde i-weddet : wel glad of him heo was. « orig. oiib.ni

)3e furste Nijjt pat he knovleijte hire : he bi-jat seint thoraas. 144

Fram pe tyme pat he was bi-jite : for-to pat he was i-bore

he ne lai non more bi hire : pane he dude bi-fore.

Anon-rijtes a-morewe : so gret wille him nam

to pe holi londe for-to gon : pat he cam erore fram, 148



BEKET'S r.VTHER QUITS HIS WIFE, BHR 0OS8ENTIN0, AND GOES ''111
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bit him poute deije he scholde : bote he wende a-jenward gone.

Ake ho bi-poujte him of is wiues stat : jwat were of hire to done,

laslo heo wolde mourny swype : jwane he were a-gon,

And gret deol to hire nime— : for langage ne coupe heo non 152

bat ani Man coupe onder-stonde : )>at heo speke to,

bote gilbert opur [his] knaue. : fare-fore him [was] ful wo.

So fat gilbert was in gretc folate : and bi-gan to sike sore,

kste is wif gret harm habbe scholde : jwane he i-wend weore. 156

bare-fore gilbert mournede muche : and sijte stillo and softe,

laste is wif fur-fare scholde : he bi-poujte him ofte.

for Jo mourningue pat he makede : is wif it onder-stod,

And for he sijte i-lomeliche : pat i-chaunged was is mod. 160

his wif him axede swipe jeorne : and a-raysonede him wel toujte,

Jif him mis-likede ani-ping : pat grefde him in poujte.

So streitliche heo fraynede him : pat he ne mijte no leng for-sake :

he tolde hire hov gret wille he hadde : pene wei a-jein to take, 164

For-to trauaili is bodi more : ase euerech man wel oujte,

Al for-to honouri Iesu crist : pat him so deore a-boujte.

bo heo sai} gilbertus wille : )>at it was so guod,

heo nolde no-ping a-jen him beo : for-to chaungi is mod, 168

Ake heo jaf him conseil pane wei to gon : pat he hadde In poujte,

And forto quome Iesu crist : pat him deore boujto.

bare was i-sene pat heo was treowe : and of studefast mod I

heo nolde letten hire louerd noujt to done : pat hira poujte god, 172

Ake euere heo bad him pane wei gon : pat he hadde In poujt

For-to serui is creatour— : pare-a-jein he" nolde beo noujt,

And jeorne he1 bad for enchaison of hire : he ne scholde it nou}t

bi-leue. * - *—

Saue1 heo bi-soujte gilbert : pat he one bone hire jeue : • ms. mm 176

bat heo moste is knaue with hire habbe : pat hire langage coupe,

And for he scholde hire solas beo : and speke to hire with moupe.

heo truste so muche to Iesu crist : pat to eristinedom ire haddo i-broujt ,

bat heo ne scholde noujt fur-fare— : so treowe was hire poujt 180

Gilebard lefde is knaue wit hire : his name was Richard Mono. CfoJ. «]

he greipede him wel liaste-liche : and wende is woi wel sone.

To pe holie londe he wende : In penaunce ase he dude er,
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And pare he bi-lefde po : fulle furthpe-linlf jer. 184

J30 he hadde pre jer pare i-be : and an half jer more,

Into is owcnc londe : a-longued he was sore.

3if pat he was pare oujt i-knowe : I-ne can ou tellen non ende ;

bote, ase pe bok us tcllez : hamward he gan po wende. 188

And po he to londcne1 cam : Ichot wel, pare he founde >Ms.iondc~

his wif and thomas, is jonge sone : bope hole and sounde.

"Welle, mucho was pe Ioie : pat ho makede with is sone,

And also he dude with is wif : po he was horn I-come; 192

And is wif gret Ioie made : with hire housebonde,

For he was hire swipe wel-conie : In-to engelonde.

pat child heo setten to lore : are it wero scue y>r eld ;

Ich wot, it lcornede swipe wel : and wax swipe quointe and beld. 196

Jjo pat he was wel i-woxo : of bodi and of clergise,

J3at pe bischop of londone : wilncde is seruise,

he nolde serai pe bischope nout : ake he bi-lefde at-hom,

And preide is fader wel jerne : pat he moste to schole gon. 200

Of is fader and of is moder : 30 habbez i-heord telle,

Acke of seint thomas him-selue : pat beste cometh nou to spelle.

IT Hie Isci Comence la vie seint Thomas Erceeueske de

Kaunterbury.

ENgelond, wel glad pov beo : for pou mijt wel cpe,

And al-so holi churche : for one Mannes depe, 204

J}e erchebischop 6eint Thomas : pat1 wel deore boujte »«i>»toii

"With is blod and with is brayn : pat pe scharpe swerd soujte 1

Seint Thomas, pis holi Man : to Alle guodnesse he drovj.

At londone he was i-bore : of guode Men i-110113, 208

For of londone is fader was : a wel guod emne Man.

Jjis child was jong to schole i-set : And swipe wel he bi-gan.

His Moder him wolde al day rede : and wel ofte on him crie

Chaste lijf and clene for-to lede : and for-sake lecherie, 212

And lonien bi-fore al opur ping : god and seinte Marie,

And serai hem and holi churche : and bi-leuen alle folie.

pit child, pei it were png : swipe wel pis under-etod—

For seli child is sone i-lered : pare he penchez to boon guod. 216
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HE RIDES IN GREAT POMP.

po fis child was bet in elde : and of to and twonti jer,

his moder wende out of fis liue : fat so muchel him louede her.

J)is child woldo lengoro gon to scole : ake is fader him nolde finde—

For fat child fat is modur for-leost : is help is muche bi-hinde. 220

ph child foruj is fader heste : aso man fat ofur red not,

Seruede A borgoys of fo toun : and his a-countes wrot.

So longe fat he cam to court : and was in guod offiz

With fe erchebischop of Kaunterburi : sire tebaud, guod and wis. 224

lie seruede him so hendeliche : fat In a luytel stoundo

he niakede him his conseiller : so studefast he him founde ;

his erccdekne he niakede him sethfe : and dude al bi is rede.

Swyfo wel bi-gan fis Erccdekne : holi churche bi-lede, 228

And slifiicho hcold op hire rijte— : fat alio Men i-seio,

An far-of nolde he folicn no wrong : fei ho scholde fare-fore deie.

Wel ofte he wende to rome : for holi churche al-so—

Swuclio prelatus al-to fewe : beoth noufe In office i-do ! 232

*', So fat henri king of Engelonde : after sire steucne fe blays—

Duyk of Normandie— •: y-maked was al In pays.

J)i8 king henri fo 30115110 : f0 he to londe cam,

louedo muche wel to do : and guode Men to him nam, 236

And fondede to habbon guod conscil : and wis bi al is mijte,

For-to holden riche and pouero : eucrcch man to rijte.

Of fe Ercedckne Thomas : Men tolden him sono i-110113,

liov he was stable Man and wis : and to alle guodnesse drou3 : 240

Jtoruj fe Erchebischopcs graunt : he makede him chaunceler—

For euere Man mot him a-bouwio : fat hauez mest pouwer.

po fis holi Man was i-torned : frani fe office of holi churche

To a gret office of fe world : fare-after ho moste wurche : 244

Al-to nobleie of fe worlde : his continaunce he bro^te—

Of swuche porture neuere Man i-holde nas— : fei ofur were is foujte.

With more nobleie he rod i-nou3 : fane he was i-wonet to do :

his loreins weren al of seluer : stirapes and spores al-so ; 248

pley he siwedo of hauekus : and of houndes I-110U3 ;

And ase men foujten, In euereche point : to alle pruyte he drouj.

bote In ia heorte it was an-ofur : hov-so he bim here ;

And euere he was chaste foraj alle fing : hov-so it cuere were. 252

LEGENDS OF SAINTS. I
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ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY.

Ake euere he was for boli churche : and for pouere Men al-so,

A-jen fo proute courtcoures : fat a-jen heom wolden oujt do.1 ' JjJJ £,""

•J To holden op holi churche ri3te : so muche wo he gan drie iTuwjis.

A-jen fe lufere courteours : f it a-nuyden him of is liue, 256

Also he tolde fo Erchobischope : wepinde swijro sore,

And ofere ofto In priueite : )>at loucden him fe more :

he wilnede mcst of alio finge : and on ore louerd he gan crie,

Jjat he moste with honour : bi-leue fulko baillie 260

And ech ofur seruise of court : with fo kingus gode willo,

For he ne mijto uoujt is court paie : bote he wolde is soullo spille.

Ake fe king him fond so stable : and so guod conseiller,

Jjat he nolde make for no-fing : non ofur chaunceler ; 264

he ne truste to no man so muche : ne faro nas non so licij

Jjat he tolde is priueite so muche : ne pat him were so neij.

So muche he caste is heorte on him : fat In his warde he let do

his eldeste sone sire henri— : he was is .Eyr. al-so— 268

Jjat he were is wardein : and al is ordeinour,

Aftur is wille to wissi him : to fe kingus honur. [«.•»]

Jje king wende In-to Normandie : for-to soiorni fere,

And lefde is sone with seint Thomas : fat he is wardein were. 272

11 bofe fe fader and fo sone : mest lieore heorte heo caste

Ope seint thomas fe holi Man : fe jwile it wolde i-laste ;

Jjare nas Man In engelond : fat hadde so gret power

Of fo reaume ase seint thomas : bofo fer and ncr. 276

Hit bi-fel fat sire Tebaut : ase god fe grace sende,

Jje Erchcbischop of Kauntsrburi : out of fis liue wende.

Jjat word was sone wide couth : a-mong feuwo and freo,

Jjat seint Thomas after him : schohlo ErchebUchop bco. 280

Jje king al-so In Norcmandie : fo men tolden him fat cos,

A-non bar is heorte him inest : to don fare seint thomas;

Jjat couent of Caunterburi : desirede him also.

So ase ech Man it wolde : i-broujt he1 was far-to. > aj.il 284

At West-munstre he was i-chose : to fat heie pouwor,

Jje fifte jer fat he was i-mad : fe kingus Chaunceler ;

he was of elde fulke tyme : of fonre and fourti jer—

his owene deth he onder-feng : and is Martyr-dom for. 288
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WEARS A HAIR-SHIRT, &C.

For pe king was In Normandie : Ipresonted ho was A«ed<>ftih*

to lienri, is sone, In Engclonde : )>o non opur kyng pero nas. ^yiL-tn : \»

Ake pci it were a-3011 is wille : ho noldo it noujt for-sako. jwuci* m.

f bo1 Axcdo he in jwuche manero : pe croiz ho scholdo take. 292

Men seidon him pat he scholdo a-fonguo : holi churche so freo

bat ho1 no scholde onder noman : bote onder po popo beo, »ms. two

No no-ping poncho bote holdcn op wel : holi churche lawe.

" In pis manere," quath seint thoraas : " ich hire a-fongue fawe." 296

bis was rijt at wit-sonentid : pat pis dode cam to ende.

bis guode Man to Caunterburi : a-non bi-gan to vrende.

Al po contrcio, to don him honour : a-jen him cam and drov ;

bare was for liim In Caunterburi : Ioio and blisso I-nov. 300

bat dai of pe Trinito : bischop i-sacret he was

And onder-feng pis digncto : pe guodo Man seint thomas.

Sire henri, pe kingus sone : was at las sacringuo,

And sixtene bischopus al-so : pis dede to endo bringue. 304

bo pis dede was i-don : heo gonno sendo sone

Aftur is palliun to romo : aso ri3t was for-to done.

Alisaundre, pat was popo po : ho was at Mount-pcllera :

budere wenden pis wise men : pat wcron is Messagers. 308

11 bo Abbod Adam of Eucsham : hcoro cheuentcyn buy noine,

to po popo Alisaundre : to Mount-pcllers heo come.

heore erindo heo hadden sone of him : for [be] hem no-ping ne

wernde,

And heo nomen heore leue of him : and hamward a-jein heo turnden.

And pis pallion wel sone was : to seint thomas i-brou3t :

bis holi Man it a-fongo : with wel milde pou3t.

U bo he was in is dignete : al clanliche i-do, [w. m bj

he chaungedc euercch-del is lif : and is inaneres al-so. 316

be here he dude ou next is liche : is flesches maistcr to beo,

Schuyrte and brech streit i-nov : a-non doun to is kneo—

For him pou3to pat he wel mijte : of opure habbe pe maistrie,

Jif he hadde of is owene flescho : al-ovt pe scignorie ; 820

Jif is soule Maister were : and is flosch is hyne,

him pou3te he mijto is dignete : bringue to guode fine.

Sethpe on-ouewarde pe here : pe Abite of Monek he nam,

1 t
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FIRST discord: the king keeps bishoprics unfilled.

And a-boue al pan clerkene Kobe : ase to is st.it bi-cam ; 324

So fat he was clerk with-outo : and with-Inne Monek ol-so,

Jjoruj po Abite pat be kadile on him : piiuolicho i-do.

In penaunce and In faslingue : he was ni jt and dai,

A/id In is oresones, bote som jwilo : Ji.it he slope lai ; 328

And jwane he scholdc ctcn is mete : for Jiat he moste nede,

Euere he preide ore swete louerd : pat he moste ivcl spede ;

And euere jwane he Masse song : he wop and si;te sore ;

he hastede euere pare-with fas to : lie mijte no man more. 332

11 Swipe faire he fedde him at is bord : with grete nobleie and pruy tu

And of fie beste him-sulf he et : ako ofte bote luyte.

Of is ordres he was ful streit : and he was in grete fere

For-to ordeinen ani Man : bote he )>e betere were. 336

Idul nolde he neuere beo : ake euere doindo he was ;

In eclie manere of betere liue : neuere no bischop nas.

Sire henri, pc kingus sone : pat with him was er i-broujt,

bi-lefde euere In is wardo : fram him nolde he noujt. 340

pc loue pat was hem bi-tweno : nas neuere more i-seio,

No of no Man pis child nadde : neuere more loue eije.1 » <■'. m«ij«

Hit bi-fel pat pe king : ovt of Noreinandio cam

In-to Enguelonde, pe stat to loke : and al-so is kynedom. 344

Seint Thomas nam with him : sire lianri, is sone,

And wel faire with honour : wendo to south-hamptone.

Jjare was Ioie and blisse i-nouj : po heo to-gadere come ;

beo custen and heo clupten fasto : and hereden god i-lomo. 348

Jje king bi-lefde In Engclondo : to wardi is kynedom.

Seint thomas to is priueitez : euere-more ho nam

And heold him euere ase he dude er : is hexte conseiller ;

bi is wille he nolde habbe i-haucd : non opur chaunceler. 352

Euere jwano ho ani-ping dude : pat were a-jen po rijte, '

S»int thomas it with-seide : euere with al is mijte.—

Hit bi-fel pat pe bischop of wirocestre : sone pere-after ded was,

And pe bischop of hereforde al-so : ase ore louerd jaf pat cas. 356

po bischopriches fullen bope : In-to pe kingus hond,

For-to onder-fonge al pe prov pare-of : ase lawe was in pa lond.

% pe king heom nolde noujt jiue sono : boto heold heom swipe longe
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THE POOR AGAINST THE KING.

In his bond, fat he mijte far-of : fe more prov a-fonge. [feLiq 360

Hit ne likede noujt seint Thomas : fat holi churclio so

Scholde for a luytcl coueitise : In fe kingus warde beon i-do;

he foujte fat it was swifc muche : a-jen ore loucrdes wille,

And fat fe king mijto In swuche raanero : holi churche a-spille. 364

lie bad fe kinge In faire mauere : fat he ne schulde it noi^t bi-leue

pat fulke tweie bischoperiches : some guode Men he jeue.

pe king him grauntede mildeliche : and n.is nonjt a-jcn is bone,

Ake Jjeos bischopriches bofe he $at : twei guodo Men wel sone. 368

' Seint thomas foujto wel : fat he ne mijte noujt paie

fe kinguo ne his conseil : bote he wolde holi churche bi-traie ;

In grot care and in soruwe he was : hov ho mijte best do,

For he ne mi} to noujt paien Ihesu cn'st : and fene kingue al»o. 372

Seint Thomas halewede fat ilke jcx : fe churche of Itedinge,

pat i-founded was and a-rerd : foruj hcnri fe ofur kingue,

pat 3cot lith fare wel faire i-bured— : willamcs sone bastard.

In fulke jero seint thomas : schrinede seint edward 376

At westmunstrc, fare ho lijth : fat bi-foro king willame was ;

bote king harald heom was bi-tucone : for-to is power no leng nas.

po loue was euere grot i-nouj : bi-tweone seint thomas

And fo kinge, for-to fe fcond : destourbede hit, alias ! 380

luyte an luyto fat contek sprang : for poucro Mannes rijte :

paie ore loucrd and fe kinge : f is holi man ne mijte.

pe furs to tyme fat seint thomas : ovtlicho him with-seide,

hit was for fe king a-}en poucro Men : dudo onrijtful dede. 384

11 po king nam fro jer to ^ore : foruj Engelond wel wido

After is willo ane summe of panes : i-deld bi-echo side,

And sethfe foru an-queste : ho let foruj fe contreios an-quere

hov muche ech Man scholde paije : and hov muche is rijte were. 388

' So longue he nam taillage : fat he axede atfe laste

Echo jero ane certeyno rente : foruj al engelond wel faste.

Jwat for eije, 3 wat for loue : no man him ne with-seide ;

bote euere foujte seint thomas : fat hit was an onrijtful dede. 392

ne Jjoujte al on god and on is soule : and bi-lefde al his manhede,

And wende forth wel baldeliche : to fe king with-outen drede :

" Sire," he seide, " )if it is fi wille : fou art riche and hende.
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MAN, IS PROSECUTED AND IMPRISONED.

And king of gret pouwer i-nov— : ore louerd fe more sonde. 396

A taillage )>or taxt fram jer to jer : forHj-out al f i londe,

And axest it for a certeine rente : with onrijte, ich onder-stonde ;

For rijte rente fov dest it take : at a ccrtein daie in )>o jere,

A ccrteyn summe a- signed : And so ne dude no king ere. 400

Jwarc-foruj fat Jiat certcin rente, mo finchcz : fov ne niijt it noujt

make :

A taillage it is, and sumdel : with vnrijte i-take."

U " Thomas, thomas," quad fo king : " Jiou art mi chaunccler,

pou anjtest more to holden op : fane to with-seggen mi power." 404

H " Sire," quath fis holi Man : " ich liabbo i-bco with fe, [«.«b.]

And fou hast, ore louerd fur-jclde fo : grct guod i-don me :

An ofur haillio ich habbe a-fongue : fci it were a-jen mi wille,

And I ne mai noujt !oki bofe wel : bote ich scholdo min owene

a-cpille ; 408

For ich am to luyte wuyrth : fat on for-to loke :

Jj.innc dude he grel folie : fat bofc mo bi-toke.

J}are-foro ich fe 3CM0 up liere : al-out fe chauncelerie,

And take me al to holi churche : to god and to scinto Marie." 412

J>o was fe king wel of I-nouj : wrofere fano he was er ;

Ake nafclca is hcortc bar : euero to Thomas fcr.

pat fridde fing jcot most of alio : and sonest in wrathfe hem broujte :

A preost, fat1 was a Infer Man : fat luyte of god roujto; ' oi. j>er 416

J)at of Manslaujt was bi-cleoped : and fare-fore i-nonie also

And In fo bischopes prisone of Salesburi : fare-fore ho was i-do.

po Mannes frend fat was a-slawe : siweden opo him so faste,

So fat fe preost to Iuggement : Ibroujt was atfe laste. 420

Men acuseden him faste of fe dede. : ho ne answeredo noujt fer-to,

Acke heold him faste to holi churche : and ope none ofere he nolde

him do.

f, I-loked him was to pnyrgi him : foru) clergie, jif he mijte,

And dai him was far-to i-set : foruj holi churche rijto. 424

Jjo fe dai was i-come : he ne mijte him puyrgi noujt :

ho was sono i-lad a-jen : and into prisone i-broujt.

po was fe bischop in grete care : jwat fer-of were to done ;

For-to habbe fe wisore red : to seint thomas he sonde sone. 428
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And he him sonto word a-jcn : fat he scholde fene preost take

And on-ordcini him of euerech ordre : and ase a lewede Man him

make,

And setlife don him in strongue warde : fat ho ncuer-cft far-of ne

wende,

In penaunce and in pino i-nouj : his sunncs for-to a-mende. 432

J30 bisehop of Salcsburi : dude seint thoraas heste ;

So fat Jic preost was i-broujt : In tormenz bi fo meste.

J30 tifinge her-of sone : to Jio kingo cam,

bat a Infer J>ef, a manqucllaro : haddo a so lijt dom. 436

him foujte fat it nas noujt rijt : ne fat it no mijte noujt beo so.

And phelipo do boys, a Chanoyne : him haddo al-so mis-do :

Jjarc-forc was eoh ofur clerk : fo more him a-jen willo ;

him foujte fat swuch lawe scholde : fo pais of fe londo a-spille. 4-10

To westmunstre ho let somony : alle fo bischopes of engelonde,

And ofure, fo grettesto clerkes al-so : and fo hextc, ich onder stonde.

H " Bcav seignours," fe king seide : " I not jwat je habbcth i-foujt ; au

3if je goth forth with ower willo : ore pais ne worth rijt noi^t. 444

Jif a clurk hath ano Man a-slawe : ofur strong fefTfe i-do,

And he mouwe fanne desordeined beo : and to liue comen so,

heo wollez fanne mis-don al day : and boon fare-oppe wcl bolde,

And so schal fe pays of fe londe : wcl vuele beon i-holdo. 448

Luyte heom woldo rechche : to loosen heoro ordre so,

3wane heo for heoro ordro no spariez noujt : feffo for-to do I [m.*J

And cuere fe herre heoro ordre is : me finchcz bi puyr lawe,

fe strcngore scholde heore dom beo : jwano heo wolden to feffo drawe."

11 " Sire, sire," quad seint Thomas : " jif it is fi willo, au

Lothz ts were any-fing to don : fi pays for-to a-spille. 454

)Je clcrkus fat beotk I-ordeynede : fov wost wel heo berez a signe

bat heo booth lymes of holi churche : fat so noble is and digne ; 456

3if heo weren with fulke signo : to vile defe i-do,

A- viled were al holi churche : and foule i-schend al-so.

And jif heo booth formest onordeined : and for fulke sulue dede

Scthfe foru3 dom to defe i-broujt : it nere noujt wel to rede : 460

For it nas neuore lawe ne ri}t : double dom to take

For o trespas, ase 36 wel wuteth : and sunne it were to mako ;
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And vnwuyrfero fane a lowed Man : holi churche were so :

A lewed Man for o trespas : bote o Iuggement nis i-do. 464

Jjare-fore fine grace we biddeth fo : pt it is fi wille,

j)at J>ov ne a-rero none newe lawe : holi churche to spille,

For we biddez ni3t ant day : aso rijt is for-to do,

pat god holdc fc fine rijte : and fine reavme al-so." 468

U " beav tire," quath Jio king fo : " )>ov seist wel i-novj.

Ich hadde lothz bi mi concience : don holi churche wovj ;

For lawes fere beoth and costomes : fat habbethz cuere boon i-holde

Of bischopus f01113 al Engcloud : ase ovro Auncetercs us tolde, 472

And bi fe kingus daye henries : fat ovre graunt-siro was

I-confermedo weren and i-holde : And no man fare-ajen nas.

Woltfu fulke lawea holdc 1 : do me to witcno sone ! "

i. " We schullen do," seiut Tliotnas scido : " al fat is to done— 476

Alio fe lawes and fe costomes : we schullen holde bi ore mijto

pat beothz to holde and habbcth i-bco : sire,—sauue oure rijte."

" Sauue ouwer rijtel" quath fo king : " bev sire, jwi seistfou so?

bi fulke worde Ino scholde no-fiug : ajen fine wille do 480

Jjat fov noldest scg^e fat it were : a-jen holi churche rijte,

And so fou mijtcst bringe al fat lond : In contek and In f^to.

3e motcu holdc fe lawes : for-sofe ich ondcr-stonde,

J)at word mo finchcz venimous : to fe pays of fo londe." 484

b " Sire," quath fis holi man : " ne meuo 30 ov rijt noujt I

Wel fov wost fat ech of us : are we weren hore-to i-broujt,

Trewenesso we fe sworen ase rijt was : and corfelich honour al-so,

Sauue oro ordre and ore rijtc— : bote fat was out i-do. 488

hou scholde we, sire, noufe ofur do 1 : 30 ne Aujtcn it us noujt beodc.

For godes loue hold us to rijte : for noufe we habbez neode."

H " Ich i-seo noufe, thomas," quath fe king : "3ware-to fou wult

drawe;

Jjov art I-come to late : to bi-nimen us ovre lawe. 492

Jjov woldest makien me more wrechche : fane euere ani kyng was :

Jjare-to fov art i-come to late : fou cast aumbes as."

fe king [aros] in wrathfe a-non : and let heom si tie ech-one; [foi. tit.)

In-to is chaumbre he wende : and ne grette heom neuer one. 496

Fram londone he wende sono : In wrathfo ase fei it were,
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he no seide no roan of is foujt : akc bi-lefJo hcom alio fere.

)je hisuhopus Joujtcn Jo ech-ono : fat he was wroth i-nouj,

jjaro weren fcwo bote scint thomas : fat toward him no (irouj. 500

11 On scint Thomas heo criden fast© : is foujt forto wcndo,

OJuer ho woldo al fat lond : for fulke one worde scliendc.

knijtcs and ofuro ofto comcn : fat with Jie kinge wore

And beden scint Thomas ententiflicho : fat he fat word for-bere, 501

And fat it wero him gret folio : fo kingo In wrathfe bringe,

And also destourbi al fat lond : for so luytcl fingue.

Scint thomas stod longe in foujte. : " lcoue brefren," he seide,

" A-jcn fo kyngus honur I-ne schal : neuere don no dede, 508

Ake euerech word ichulle bi-loue : fat a-jen is honur is."

po weren fis ofuro glado i-nouj : fo heo i-hcorden fis,

And radden him wcnde to fe kinge : is wrath fo for-to stillo.

" Lef me were," quath seint Thomas : "with rijte to don is wille." 512

Ho wcnde to fe kingo to Oxenford : and with him fare he fond

grete Eorles and baroncs also : fe hcxto of nl fo lond.

)}c king wolcomcdo soint Thomas : akc ho ne mado him noujt fair chore ;

hischopes and Eorles he lot cloopicn : alle fat fere were. 616

U " Be7 sire," he seide, " ich am king : with rijto of fis londe ; Bo.

Customes hero weren bi-foro : I-vsod, ich onder-stondo,

And so mucho wrechche nam ich noujt : fat ich nolle fo lawes holde

Jj.it ovrc Auncestres hcolden jwylo : aso oro conscil us tolde. 520

Jjure-fore ichulle fat fulke lawos : i-confennede booth ech-on

Of mine eorles and mine barones al-so : heo no with-seggez non.

jMre-fore ich hoto ov euerechono : fat 30 boon fat ilke dai

At mi manor at Clarindone : with-outen ani de-lai, 521

For-to confermi fis lawos. : ope peyno fat i schal ou sette,

Ich hote fat je beon fare ech-one— : fat non ofur no lotto."

So departedo fe court f0 : and euerech to is In drouj ;

And euere was seint thomas : In care and soruwe i-nouj. 528

1i Jis bischopes and f0 baronie : alio comen to fe daijo a—1»

to clarindone In wilte-echire : fe kingue for-to paye.

bo heo comen to fe parlement : fe king axede heom a-non

?wefur heo wolden holde fe lawes : ase hcoro Auncestres heolden

och-on. 532
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AGREES TO SOUK.

thmmrn. ^1 " Sire, sire," quath seint thomas : " jif it fi wille is,

Txh man mot speko for liim-seluc : and ich for me, i-wis.

For mi stat and for lioli churche : Ich answerie far-to

Jjat alle fc olde guode lawcs : And fat. jeot beoth al-so 536

graunti ichulle for lioli churche : for-to habben fin ore,

Sauue ore rijtcs and ore ordre. : fou ne mijt axi nonmore."

H Jjo king was wod-wroth for fat word : fat him gan fo mislike,

Seint Thomas wep In is heorte : and 6ore bi-gan to sike. tw. *n 540

Al-to blodi was fat word i-seid : and dcorc it was a-boujt :

J)are-fore was seint Thomas : to stronge dcfo i-broujt.

J)e bischop of Salesburi : and of Northwiche al-so

Wepinde knevleden to seint thomas : fat he scholde anofur do 514

And habbe rcvfe of al-holi churche : and of hcom cchone,

" J)at we ne beon alio to grounde i-broujt : for fulke worde one."

lieije Men fat with fe kingue weren : mani on al-s[o] wende

And knevleden to seint Thomas : fat word for-to a-mende. 548

H " Louerdyngues," quath seint Thomas : " ich am jet a jong man

And luyte jwule habbe bischop i-beo : and far-on luytel ich can :

J)are-fore of ower olde lawcs : transcn't je me take,

And fare-oppe ichchulle conscillcn me : jwuchc beon to for-sake." 552

fe king him let a traunscr/t take : of fis customes cchon.

Seint Thomas grauntede some of hcom : and with-seidc mani on.

rr.iuia. 11 J3o lawcs fat ichulle noufo telle : he grauntede wel fawo :

* 3if a bonde-man hath ane sono : fat to clcrgio beo i-drawe, > ms. h»

He1 schal noujt with-outo is louerdes leue : nojwcre i-crouncd beo,

for fev-Man ne mai noujt beon i-maket : a-3cn is louerdes wille freo.'

Aiia inu 11 An ofur lawe he 'grauntede al-so : fat 30 mowen noufe i-sco :

* 3Lf ani man of holi cliurche : halt ani-fing of lay-fo, 560

person, preost, ofur jwat-so he beo : he schal don fere-fore

Jje seruiso fat to fe kinge bi-fallez : fat is rijte nero for-lore ;

And In plaidingue stondo in eche place : and In iuggement al-so,

bote jwarc ani Man schal beon bi-leomed : ofur to defe i-do.' 564

T«u»i«i. U He grauntede also, ' jif ani Man : fe kingues traytur were

And ani man is chatcus : to holi churche here,

J>at holi churche ne scholde noujt : fe chatens with strencfe lette,

Ake fe king hem scholde wel baldeliche : ase is howene fette. 568
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CHURCH, BEKET REJECTS.

For al fat fe kingus fcloun hath : fe kingus catcl it is,

And ech man in holi elm relic : is oweno take i-wis.'

Seint Thomas grauntede blufcliche : feos and ofure mo,

Ake feos ofere he with-seide— : fat dude him muche wo : 572

11 ' 3if bi-tweno tweie lewode men : were ani striuingue, • oomwdicu.

Ojiur bi-tuene a lowed man and a clerk : for holi churche fingue,

Aso for Avouweson of churcho : jwefur scholdo fo churche jiue,

);e king woldo fat In his court : fat plai scholdo beon i-driue, 57G

H for ase mucho aso a lowed Man : fc o partyc, was

clanliche ondor fo kingue : and omler no bischop nas.'

H An ofur lawo was ' fat no bischop : no clerk nofe-ruo (K

Scholde out of engelondo : with-outo fo kingus loue go, 580

And fanno heo scholden swerien hoore oth : opon fo boke, i-wis,

bat heo ne scholden purchaci non vuel : fo kinguo no none of his.'

f J)a fridde was, ' jif ani man : In mansingue were i-broujt HK

And sethfo come to amendement : and a-jen ri^to nere noujt, 584

bat he ne scholdo noujt swerio op-on fe boke : ake borewos finde

ho scholdo CM. 67 bj

to stonde to al fat holi churche : with rijte him lokie wolde.'

f J)e ferfe was ' fat no man : fat of fe kinge heolde oujt "U*-

In chief ofur In seruiso : in mansingue nere i-broujt, 588

bote fo wardcins of holi churche : broujto1 him fer-to, » »i. ptt».

)}.it' seidon, ofur is baillifs : jwat ho hadde mis-do, » ot )>• kyng «.

And lokcde formest jwefcr hoo wolden : to amendement it bringe,

And bote huy wolden, bi heore leuo : fanne don fo mansingue.' 592

f! \)o fifte was ' fat no bischopriche : no non Abbeie also,1 »».

J)at were voyde with-outo prelat : In fo kingus bond wore I-do

And fe king scholdo al fat lond : aso is oweno take, ' ^JS^-Sr^y****'

For-to atfe laste fat him lusto : ani prelat make ; 596

And fanne scholde filke prelat : of is chapele i-chose bco,

Of is clerkus jwuch fat he woldo : fat benefiz to bi-seo ;

And fanne jwane he were i-chose : In is chapele fere

homage he scholde don to him : are he j-confermed were.' 600

H j)o sixte was, ' jif ant plait : to chapitle were i-drawe ri».

And ani man made ani apel : jif men duden him a-jen lawe, > «o.

Jjat to fo bischop fram fe Ercodekno : his apel [he]1 scholde make,
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And fram fe bischop to fo Erchobischop : and sctlipc non herre take ;

bote J>e Erclicbischopes court : to rijto liira wollo1 bringe, ' r.woku

Jjat he scholdo fram f ulke court : bi-cleopien to fo kinge,

And fram fc kinge non herre'— : so fat atfencnde

£e playdingue fram holi churche : to )ie kingue scholde i-wende, 608

And fe king a-mendi scholde : fo Erchebischopes dede

And beon chief of holi cliurcho— : ake seint thomas it with-seido.

>ik fl i>o seuefe was ' fat playdingue : pat of (let to were,

for-to jeldo foruj treufe i-pli^t : and noujt i-liolde ncre 612

Al-fei it foruj treufe were : fe playdingo scholde bcon i-broujt

bi-fore fe kinge and is baillifs : and to holi churche noujt.'

*mr- H J)e eijtefe was ' fat In fe londe : citation non ncre

poru) bulle of fe pope of rome : Ake clanliche bi-leucd were.' 616

i»».1I Jje Ninfo was ' fat pc teres panes : fat men gaderiez mani on,

pp. pope nere noujt on i-send : ake fe kingue euercch-on.'

w. IT Jje teofe was, ' jif ani clerk : -asc fclun wcro i-tako

And for kingus felon j-proued were : and ho ne mijto noujt for-sake,

Jjat men sc'iolden furst desordeini him : and sethfo foni3 rijte lawe

And foruj rijt Iuggcment of fe londe : bringo him of lijf-dawe.' 622

Jjeos customes, and manie ofere : fe king pulto furth a-non,

And bet foruj-out al f is lond : fat Men hcom hcoldeu ochon. 624

Jjeno feorfe dai bi-fore cnndclcmasse : fo fis was ido,

pe king het seint thomas a-non : and fe ofere bischopus al-so

On fis cbartre heore seles setto : fat non aftur-talo nere,

Jjat fulke costomes weron i-holdo : foruj al fc londe fere. 628

"Sire, sire," quath seint thomas : "for godes louo fin ore,

to conscili us betere jif us furst : aro we spoken hor-of moro ! " [w. «J

So fat rcspit was far-of I-nomo : and ech wende In his side.

H Seint thomas nam fat transcrtt : and nolde no longore a-bido, 632

to winchestre he wende fanne : with soruwo and care i-novj

hov he mi)te holi churche schilde : fram fis muchele wovj.

jwane ofur Men weren fasto a-slepo : ho wep and sijte sore,

" And leans1 helpe holi churche " : and cride him niilce and ore. 636

he i-sai fat fer nas bote o wei : ofur he niosto stif beo, > t. a \»a iw»

Ofur holi churche was al bi-nefe : fat with rijto was so freo.

Son and careful he was I-nov : fat he tok on so,
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For-'.o entri into Answere : fare he ne oujte noujt to do, 640

))at he a-fcng fat transcn't : and respit hadde i-bede :

For him foujto fat al-holi churche : In fat he misdude;

For holi churche nc scholde : In none stude stonde to dome

Ne Ansuerie kinge ne prince nojrar : bote fe pope of rorae. 644

11 J3H deol fat thomas makcdo : no toungc telle ne may.

" Louerd," he seide, " alas, alas : fat ich euere i-sai) fis day,

J)a1 ich fe warde of holi churche : so folliche scholde take,

And so fieo ase heo was er : fus feu scthfe hire make I 648

heo fat was er so heij and frco : bi mine Aunccstres daye,

pat ich hire scholde bi-neofe briugo : Alias ! and so bi-traie,

for fis Martyrs fat jwyleno wercn : for hire to stronge dofe i-do,

heo is noufe fev foruj me i-iuakcd ! : Alias, 3 wi dude ich so 1 652

luytcl wuyrth ich am of holi churche : wardein for-to beo,

Aud al-so vnwurthfeliche far-to i-nonic— : fat ecli man may i-sco :

For ich nam noujt, ase rijt was : fram none ordre i-norae,

Ake fram lioijo kingus court to holi churche : and fat wolde vucle

lii-corae. 656

Of houndes ich was wardeyn : and of hauckes with fe king,

And nov am wardein of soulene i-maked : and fat ne Ioyneth

no-fing ;

Ich fat for-sok min owene : fe jwyle ich was chauncclcr,

So manic soulene habbe to loke : alias ! jwat schal ich her 1 660

Ich drcde fat god habba me fur-sake : hov tok ich on, alas 1 "

pa deol fat fis holi man makede : with-outen ende it was :

he wep and sijto nyjt and dai : and hcold him al for-lore.

3if he mijto a-soilled beo : to fe pope he wolde fer-fore, 664

And wende toward Caunterburi. : sone fe kingc men tolde

Jo.it fe Erchebischop nolde noujt : fe newe statuz holde.

pv king het his baillifs sone : and sende a-boute is sonde,

bat heo scholden greui seint thomas : ouor-al on is londcs. 663

H bis baillifs weren proste i-novj : and ope is maneres wel foste,

Nomen is bodene and greueden him— : heo wenden fare-with him

a-gaste.

Seint thomas let heom al i-worfa : and op-on ore louerd is heorte

caste,
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And wende him wel priueliche : bi nyjto atfc laste 672

to fe sc, toward romo : fat none of is men it nustc,

bote twey Men fat he tok with him : fat is priuete mest wusten.

Sethfe fo is men him mistcn : and nusten jwaro he bi-cam, [bi.«b.i

And seien fat heo with-outo louerd weren : cucr-cch is red nam

for-to don euerech is beste : cch wende In is side,

Ase men fat weren louerdlcsc— : heo nusten jwat a-bide. 678

J)is holi Man wende him forth : and dude him In schipe sone,

And wende forfeward in fe so : ase he foujte for-to done. C80

IT pa wind cam ase ore louerd it wolde : and drof him a-jen to londc.

Sethfe he wende eft in-to fe se : fo passage for-to fonde :

J)e wind cam and drof him a-jcin. : and ofte1 In he wende, > «'. ta

And euere he was a-jon i-driue : ase oro louerd fe graco him sendc.

J)o i-sai'3 fis holi man wel : fat it nas noujt godes willo

Jjat he fe jeot of londo wende : he turndo ajen wel stillo. C8G

On of is seriaunz sat a nijt : fe jwile fat men woke,

In his chaumbrc at caunterburi l : fo chaumbre for-to loke ; {ertorlc*ura*

In fe Eueningo he bad is knaue : to steken fo doro fastc.

Jais knaue code toward fe dore : is eijene a-bouto he caste :

Jjo i-saij he fis holi man : In one huyrne stonde.

he orn and toldo his maistcr fore : and fonkedo godes sonde. 692

J)e seriaunt ne lcfdc fat noujt : nafclcs op he a-ros

And fond seint Thomas In fc huyrne : and sum-del him a-gros.

Jjare was sone Ioyo i-novj ! : fat folk sone to him drovj

And welcomedon him and maden him guod semblaunt : with Ioye

and blisse i-nouj. 696

U Heo setten bord and spradden cloth : and bi-gonne to soupe fastc.

Seint thomas tolde hem fo : wel Mildeliche atfc laste

Jwodere he foujtc to habbe i-went : and jwuch cas god him sende,

And hou it nas noujt godes willo : fat he fo jwyt forth wende. 700

po tifinge to fe kinge cam : fat fe guode Man sum thomas,

Ajen fe status of clarindone : of londe i-went he was—

For fat o statuit was fat no bischop : ne scholde bi none ende

With-oute leue of fe kinge : outc of londe wende. 704

Ake fe king sende is men sone : to saisi al is lond

And al-so al is bischopriche : ase is traitorcs, In-to is bond.
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pis baillifs cornea to caunterburi : aso hco i-hote were.

H po heo wendcn to habbon al heore wille : Leo founden seint thomas

bere : 708

No-bing ne mijten heo saisi bo : lioore wei heo hadden for-lore ;

Also buy comen heo wenden a-jen : and toldc bo kinge. fore.—

Juyt seiut thomas hira bi-boujto : bat he woldo fondi more

Jif he mi3to of be kinge habbo : betero grace and ore : 712

he jarknede him wel mildcliche : and to him bane wei he nam,

At is manere at wodestoko : to be kinge he cam.

Aso is erboliche loucrd : ho grotto him, fair© i-novj.

)jc king bi-hcold hira ful hokcrliche : and a-scorn som-del louj. 716

"thomas," he seido, "liou is bis? : heo wc so grete fon

pat we no mowon in one londo wonio 1 : thomas, hov schal bis gon 1 "

" Sire, sire," quath seint thomas : "god na lato hit neuore so boo,

Ike god us sende, and holi churcho : betero grace to be, [fei.w] 720

And sonde be willo to louion hire bet : And Iesus for is inijte

Xe late mo neuero a-jein bi wille : don bing with on-rijte."

f pe Erchobischop of Euerwyke : fondcde for-to bringo

A-cord and loue bi is pouwer : bi-twene thomas and be. king. 721

pe king swor a-non is othb : bat non obur a-cord ho noldo

bote bat be status of clarindone : ech bischop holde scholde ;

And nameliche boos bi-fore alio obure : ' jif a clerk hath mis-do

And he be kingus felun i-preoued wero : and for bcofbe also, 728

pat Men him1 scholden desordeiui : and scthbe a-non boruj lawo

to be kingus baillifs deliueri him : to an-hangi obur to-drawe,'

Seint thomas i-saij wel bo : bat bare nas wei bote on : 'us. i.im him

Obur he motto stif with-stondo : obur is rijtos for-gon. 732

II he boujte bat he noldo ncuere : holi churche bi-traye,

No bat heo no scholde boo in suycho seruage : neuero bi is daye ;

Rabur ho woldo, aso oboro weren : to Martyrdom boon i-do,

J)ane holi churche were so bi-neobe— : I-redi ho was bar-to. 730

Neuero ne mijton be king no he : no-bing a-cordi ber,

Ake departeden al with wrathbe : ase heo hadden i-don ofto er.

)3e king makede him wroth i-novj : bat so ofto in barate was

For o man bat him with-scide : and non obur a-jein him nas : 740

In grete wrathbe he swor is oth : bat he woldo of him boon a-wreke,
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ma complaint.

And fat fe holi Man scholdo : ano]mr with liim speke.

he let somony scint tliom.is : fat fo nexto foresdaic ho wore

At XorehamptotiHe bi-fore seint lucus dai : to jiucn him Answerc ; 744

And alle fe bischopus of fo lond : And fo baronio al-so,

he bet boon fare at fulkc daio : is hestes for-to do.

Alle scint thomas londcs : in-to is bond liis men nome, ' ms. tamjrm

A8e it were for-to destreynen ' bini : fat bo to bis court come. 748

11 Ore louerd bclpo noufo scint tliom.is : for ofur frend nath he non,

A-mong so nianio tyraunz for-to come : fat wcren alio is fon I

bodi and soule ho bi-tok : Icsn, godus sone,

And to is daie aso be Isomoncd was : wondc to Norohamptone. 753

In fe castel sat fo motingo : of fis tyraunz ech-on.

J)is holi man a-godes name : a-mong1 heom wendo a-non. >MS.«n>ond

H "Sire king," he seidc, "god fo loko : and saui fi dignitc I

Somounz ich bnddc at fis daie : hero to Ansuerien fo. 75G

Ake non Ercbebischop of cauntnrburi : nas neuere i-somoned so,

Xo so destreyned of no king. : I not jwat fov me fenest to do,

I not jwat is fc ncwo slatuit : fat fou fenest forth to drawo,

bote bit beo on of clarindone : fat fou woldest bringo to lawe. 700

On me nastfn power non : swycb destrosse for-to do :

Heued of holi churche ich am i-maked : fei ich onwuyrth beo for-to.

And also ich am fi gostlich fader : fei1 of me luytel fov lete: l*,8'**1

It nas neucro rijt ordre fat fe sone : is fader scholde bete, 764

2se fat desciple bcoto is maistcr. : al fis wore a-jen lawe. (W. Mb.]

Al fis, ho-so rijt bi-balt : fov bi-ginnest forth to drawo.

And fis bischopes al-so guod : fat wardeins beoth mid me

to holde op fo honur of holi churche : and fo fi d ignite, 7C8

beo beoth noufo a-boute hire forto scbende : and bringo In-to vilto.

gret reufe it is fat Man schal so : hire bringe bi-nofe for mo ;

Jif fov wolt oujt to me : fov wost wel i-no may noujt f^te,

Ich am jire deth for-to a-fongo : for boli churche rijtc." 772

• U " I-nelle no man," quad fe king : " for holi churche quelle,

beau sire, fov spext ase a fol : a-nofur fov schalt me telle.

Acke com to-morewe bi spechc-tymo— : fat fov finne dai ne breke I—

And Ansuere me of ofor finge : fat ichullo to fe spoke." 776

Jjus departede fe court fa : a-morowo, fcno friday,
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Seint thomaa wende fudere 8-3011 : fo he fe time i-sai. 778

J50 king [sat] an hoi in is see : and a-coupedo him wol faste.

"Jjov were," he seide, "mi chaunceler— : ako al-to longe it laste,

Ich fe lende fo fif hondrod pound : and fov ne jolde me noujt on :

Sete mo far-of ano schorte day : for fov schalt hcom jolde ech-on."

H " Sire, sire," quath seint thomas : "god sonde us bot fin orel noma.

I-no wende neuere of fulke panes : i-heoro a-countes more. 784

For ich hadde fulko tyme : bctere graco to ovj

Jjane ich hahbo noufe : and Jiat me fingchez wouj ;

guode grace ich hadde to fe : fou me louedest i-nouj fo,

))ulke panes fo fov me jeue : and woldest jet wel mo. 788

Sire, far-of ich am suyjie wel a-knowe : fat ich heom a-feng of fe :

Of J>ine jifte with guode heorto : for-sofc fov jeue hem me,

And so heij man ase Jjov art : it niijto we] beo stille

to Axi fing fat J>ov jeue er : with fine so guode wille." 792

fee king him axede jif ani man : fulke jifte i-sai),

And jwefur he mijte prouen fe jifte. : Seint thomas eeide nayj.

f " Nov, louerdingus," quath fe king : " alle 30 i-heorez J»is, Bm.

Jjat of fat tresor fat he is a-knowo : fat ich him tok i-wis, 796

be jifto ne mai he proui ncuijt : Ase alio 30 mowen i-.seo.

Iugement ich axi of fis court : hou it fare-of schal beo."

be court him lokede : ase he was : a-knowe of fat fing,

And ne mijto noujt fe 3 i f to preoui : to jelden ech fcrfing. 800

po king him het fe panewes jelde : ofur sikcrnesse him make,

Ofur is Marschales scholden swife anon : is bodi to prisone take.

bis holi man of is bischopriche : hadde wel luytel guod,

Ake al helples a-mong is fon : with-oute conseille he stod. 80-4

fee Marchales i-redie weren : to prisone him ledo a-non ;

heo heten him don heom sikcrnesse : ofur he scholde with hem gon.

J)is holi man nuste non ofur red : bote soffri al heore \v0u3.

IT Some guode men fat fare weren : hadden of him reufe i-noii.3 : 808

Fif km^tes nomen hem to rede : and wenden to f0 kingue

And token an hond for seint thomas : of alle fulke finge, [foi. 70]

eucrcch of an hondret pound : for fis seli man to paie.

bo was fis guode Man quit I-nov : ase at fulke daie. 812

IT A-Jforuwe, feno saturdai : to court eft-sone he wende,

LEGENDS OF SAINTS. tr
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I*or-to heore pe kingus wille : yi is heorte wolde oujt a-mende.

pe kyng sat a-doun In is see : thomas bi-fore him stud.

"• bel ami, pou hast," quad pe king : " i-stole me muchel guod. 816

Mi chauncaler pov were, al-to longe : and haddest In pin hond

Abbcies and bischopriches : and muche del of pat lond,

.And pov lie jolde me par-of none a-countes. : pat rowez me wel sore ;

))ar-of pritti pouscnt pound : pov mc schalt, and wel more. 820

J)are-fore make pe jare i-nov : pine a-countes to jelde,

Sikur pov beo pov schalt it do : jif ich pe may a-wclde."

Alle pat keorden peos demaunde : In grcte wonder stoden pere,

And to1 opur seide po : pat heo no heorden per-of neuer er, • o/.«ch too.

And pat seint thorua? was al bi-ncpe : and ope po pointe he was 825

to beon i-cast In prisone : for non opur wci pare nas.

Seint thomas stod In potato longue : and with rijto pe kinge bed

)}at he moste is conseil nirao : of pat he hadde to him i-soid. 828

Jje bischopes ho nam to is conseil : po king ne wernde him noi^t.

In one Chaumbre, faste i-loke : alle heo weren i-broujt,

Jjat he ne scholden a-scapien : are heo hore answere seide.

"Nov, louerdinges," quad pis guode man : "her-of je motcn me rede.

For, al-so god me bringe of care : Ino hubbe par-of gull non,

Ake me for-to schende he axetli pis : with on-rijto ech-on. 834

For ich was with him er wel i-nov : and pat bringeth me noupe in teone :

Jjare ne tok ich no witnesse : of pat us was bi-tweone." 836

IT Jje bischop henri of winchestro : furst bi-gan him rede.

" S[i]re," he seide, " pus me pinchcz : pov mijt don of pis dode.

For-sope me pinchez with gret wrong : pe calungcz pe king ;

Jjo pov wendest of his scruise : he no Axede po no-ping, 840

And po pov pe bischopricho a-fenge : so clone and so freo

Jjat pov of none opur pinge : ne scholdest i-charget beo ;

And he qnath pe quit al clanliche : of ech opur wike per,

An ne axedo pe no-ping : of pat pov haddest i-don er. 844

Jware-poru me pinchez of none pinge : pou ne schul1 ansuerien novijt

bote to god and holi churche— : of alle opere pov art i-broujL"

% Jje bischop gilbard of londone : seide po his a-vis :

" Sire," he seide, "jif pov pe bi-pencheit : ase a guod Man schal and
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Jwat power J»e king fe hath hi-take : and to jwuche guode i-br[o]u}t»

Al is willo )>ov most soffri : and a-jon him ne beo fov noujt 1

In muche wo fov bringst us alio : and holi churche also,

And )>in owone bodi In perilo : bote fov is wille do. 852

Jif fov fis wel ondor-stode : me finchez for-sofe, i-wis,

Jjov woldest fondi him to paye : and elles fov dudcst a-mis.

1T Jjo scide fe bischop of wynchestre : " siro gilbert, beo stille ! [M. w fcj ;

We sospendiez swuch conscil : for it nis noujt wurth a fille. 856

Jif }>e Erehebischop scholde beo : al to fe kyngcs wille,

))o honour of holi churche ho lore : and is soule ho mi}te so spille."

11 J30 bischop hyllarie of Chicheetre : bi-gan to speke f0 : •p'"

" Sire," ho scide, " mi conseil is : hou-so it euere go, 860

Forto fondi In faire manero : to paie fe kingucs wille

"With faire bi-heste, for-to eft-sone : fat it were sumdel stille;

Jjiinne we mijten, jwano wc weren : of fusso dostresse i-broujt, 863

J5e hetcre a-cheui In ore conseillc— : for noufe no do we rijt nou3t"

H J5e bischop Robert of lincolne : radde wel fare-to. '

"Siro Erehebischop," he scide : "for-sofe fov most it do;

Ojmr fov schalt leoso fine bischopriche : and pw-Auenture fi lif ;

Jj.intie bi-jeto fov wel luyte : me finchez, of fis strif." 868

H pe bischop barthohnev of Eccctre : bi-gan to segge is foujt : &M7ma

" In al fe soruwe of fie world : and care we booth i-broujt.

bctcre it were fat on heued : In peril him broujte,

pane al-holie churche were bi-ncfe : and i-do to noujte." 872

11 J)c bischop Roger of wyreccstre : longo in fouste stod ; tt—n^m

" I-nelle ov segge on ne ofur : for i-not jwat is guod.

Jif ich radde him for-ta-bouwien : al-to fo kingus wille,

Mia owene Mouth him-sulf demez : al-holi churche to spille; 876

And jif ich rede ajen him to beo : In f is place sum is

pat woldo telle fe kinge fore : and maken him mi fo, i-wis—"

hi fe bischope of londone : fat ilko word he sede ;

for he was euere a-join seint thomas : with wordes and with dedes.

" parc-fore," he seide, " on ne ofur : I-nello segge i-wis.

guod conseil god us jiue— : for muche neod it is." 882

pare nas non fat coufe is conseil : with mensko bringe to ende,

^r« fat wuste hov heo mijten best : ovt of fe chauinbre wende. 88*

k s



132 BEKET OBTAINS A DELAY AND FALLS ILL. ON TUESDAY

THE BISHOPS URGE HIM TO SUBMIT.

•• U Atfe laste ope scint thomas : )-is conseil mostc nl gon.

Tweie eorlcs of fo kingus houa : Lo let cleopie a-non,

" Loucrdingus," he seide, " wo habbez i-speko : fasto of fusse finge,

And al-so fcr forth aso wo mowen : we wollez payo fc kinge. 888

Ake for we nabbeth noujt i-redi hero : ore conseil al-clene,

For-to fo nexte daie we biddez furst : fat je it graunti noufe ene."

So fat heoin was respit i-gmunted : and ech wende in is weije.

Manic of seint thomas men : bi-lofdcn him for eije ; 892

And knijtes fat with him weron : alio fram him hoo drowe.

Seint thomas nam poucro men : bi fie weio i-nowe,

And ladde hem to is Inne : and to fe mete heom sette ;

he scrucde heom is owene bodi : And i-novj mete and drinke heom

fctto. 896

" J?is beoth," he seide, " godes knijtos : fis ofur men me habbeth for

sake.

Jjeos kuijtcs ich loue more : to heom ichulle mo take."

J)ene sonenday fare nas no court i-holde : for it was an heij-day.

And fe Monenday sore syk : fo bischop thomas lay, [fot.70 900

In fe syknesse of maldcilanke : fat to him ofte cam

And for fe care fat he was Inne : wel fe worse him nam.

Men seiden fat he makede him sik : for ho no dorste to court wende.

Jjo king in grete wrathfo i-novj : after him gan sonde. „ 904

"Wel je i-seolli," quath scint thomas : " fat I-no may come noujt,

For-sofe to-morawe ichulle : hov-so ich bco fudero i-broujt.

Jjei ich schullo beo fudcre i-boro : In baruwe ofur In bore,

Jjuderc ichulle, foruj godes grace— : crist me hclpo fere." 908

A-morewe, fane tywesday : ore louerd him gan a-rerc,

pe furste da: ifter seint Incus dai : ase it fallez In fc 3cro.

Jjat dai he aujte ondcr-stondo : and mani an ofur al-so :

For bi custome alle is grete a-nuy : bi twyesdai cam him to. 912

Alle fe bischopes fane tywesday : crliche to him wende,

And seiden, " sire, fov art in fcble point— : god it fe a-mende.

Wo habbez ore red farof i-nome : and mid one moufe ech-on

to queino fe kingo we redez fe : hov-so it euere gon ; 916

Ofur he fe wole bere on liond : fat for art is traitur,

And for-ewore 3wore1 him to don : corfelich honovr, > «*. >»»»• H •»»"
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AND PREPARES TO MEET HIS FOES.

And no dost him non ako tricherie— : ho J>e wole bero on homle,

And bi-ninie J>o }>i stat : and pcrantur bringue po out of londe." 920

II " Mino leoue brcpren," quad seint thoraas : " 3c i-seoz wel echon

J3.1t al )>e world grat on me one : and alio [bcoz] mine fon ;

And )>at [is] juyt mest reuj>e of alio : fat je Ji.it mine brcj>ren beoz,

And me, pei ich sunful beo : ouwer fader In torment i-seoz, 924

Je beoz mine meste fon of alle : and also 30 bez al-jare

In seculer court to demen mo : and pat nolde noi^t wcl fare.

For 30 habbez pis a-mong ov to-day : bi-spcko swyjio i-lome.

Nov god helpe al-holi churche : and take }>ar-to gomo I 928

Ake In obedience ich ov bote : J>at 30 pare-neij ne bcon

3 if ich am i-b 1-0113 1 to Iuggement : ake fat 30 rajiur fleon.

And 3if ani man hond on ov1 sov : ich ov hoto al-so »•».■•

pat 30 po sentence of holi churche : for swucho violence 30* do; 933

And holdcz vp holi churche rijto : J>at ov is bi-take— • om. ;•

Man ne schal for none drede of depo : hire ri3tcs for-sake."

pe bischopes wercn po wrope i-110113 : ant wondon to court ech-one.

Xou god lielpe Jiis holi man : for he was Jiaro al ono I 936

bote Jje bischop of wyncbestro : fere no lefde with him noi^t on,

And Iocelin, po bischop of Salesburi : (tat no wercn alle fram him i-gon.

H pis holi man trustc muche to god : and grciped him a-non,

And song ane Masse of seinto stcuene : arc lie come a-mong is fon. 940

lie song Jmlke masse i-Iome : for al-so hco bi-ginncz,

po furste offiz is propro inov : to Jjo stat pat he was Inno—

J)e bi-ginninge of Jmlke masse : In englischs so is Jiis : ,B,-J^ ™?J',I>',"

" For 3 wane Jio princes habbez i-sete : and a3cn heom men spokoz,1 i-wis,

And lujicre men pursiweden me : louerd, min help pov bool"' cw. n b.]

Manic seiden pat pis i-heorden : " novpo we mouwon wel i-sco 946

bat he singuth pis Masse for pen-ones : for pe kingo and for alle his,

'And pat ho halt hoom alle lupcro : pat a3cn him spekez, i-wis." 948

pis word cam to court wel sone— : 3ware-poru3 hoo weren ech-on

In pe more wrathpe a^ein him : and wel J>o more is fon.

V po seint thomas badde is masse i-songue : his chesible he gan

of weue ;

Alle is opur uestimenz : on him he lot bi-leue— 953

Ojmr Armuro nadde he non : for holi churche to fijte ;



134 BEK.ET COMES INTO COURT IN HIS VESTMENTS, AND CROSS

IN HAND. TUB KINO RAGES.

A-boue he caste is cope : fat bi-feol to is rijte.

he tok godes flechs and is blod : with him swipe stilleliche,

Ane Creoyz he nam in is hond : and wende forth baldeliche. 956

J)e uestimenz was is Armure : ase bi-feol to swuclio ano knijte ;

J)e fourme of pe creoiz was is banor : for holi churche to fi3te.

Forth wende pis guode knijt : a-mong alle is fon—

Swete Iesus beo is help : ojmr frcnd nadde he non. 960

J3e creoiz in is hond he bar forth : and a-rerde op is baner.

po bischop Robert of hereford : bi-gan to gon him ner,

" Sire," he scide, " ich eric pin ore : pi chapeleyn ich mote beo,'

bi-fore pe lat me bere pe croiz : for it ne fallez noujt to po." 964

"be jwyle ich hire bore," quad scint thomas : " and pc fourme i-seo,

Ich ne drede me of no man : po hardiore ich may beo."

Jjanne seide pe bischop of londone : pat euere was is fo :

"I-ne rede noujt pat pou bi-foro pe kingue : In swychc manere go; 9C8

For wrathi he wolo him a-non : and a-wreken him In pe place."

H " Ich bi-t:ike me," quath seint thomas : " al to godus grace."

*'j3ov hast euere al pi l!f," pis opur seide : "a mucho fol i-beo,

And pi folie nelt neuero bi-leue : ase men mai noupo i-seo." 972

Jjis holi Man wiz is creoiz : In-to pis court gan gon.

And po pe king i-saij him so come : he wrathpede him a-non.

H " Loucrdinges," he seide, " here je i-seoz : hov pis man me schent 1

In jwuchc manere is he In-to pis court : among us hidcro i-went 1 976

Ase pei we ne lefden noujt on cristindom : ne In godes name.

Ne mot ich nedes awreke me 1 : ne doth he me gret schame 1 "

Jjo scide al pe court a-non : " sire, wel 30 mouwen i-seo

J)at [he] is proujt and contcckor : and euere hath i-beo ; 980

In despijt of po and alle pine : pis dede he hath i-do.

For jif pou wolt, pou mi3t beon i-war : eft-sono to take ou so,

to bringe men In so grot povwer : swiche ase he is,

to beon pe hexte of pine londe : ase pou madest him, i-wis. 981

bare-fore we ne bi-mencz pe noujt : pou noldest beo i-war bi-fore.

We seggez hi him echone : pat he is puyrliche for-swore :

And ase bi a swuch Man pou do bi him : and ase bi pine fon 1

For he pe swor eorthpelich honur : and nelo don pe non." 988

be budeles and pe opur schrewes : grenneden on him foste,
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AND EVOKE HIM TO TOE HOLY SEE.

AnJ euere a-biden pe kinges heste : In prisons him to caste. [foL m

% pe king let crie a-non a-boute : jif ani so wod were

pat stode In conscilo wit scint thomas : opur felaujschipe him bcre,

Ase po kingas traitour : Men Beholden hira liime a-non,

And laten him al one stonde : and fondi jwodcrc ho wolde gon (!). 991

pe bischop of Ecccstro to scint thomas : lie fcol a-doun a-kne,

"For godes loue pin ore ! : for soruwes fat pov niijt i-se, 996

haue reupo of po and of us : opur pou wolt us alio scheude ;

Alio we worpez i-brou3t to noujto : bote pov pi poujt wende."

"Sire bischop," quad seint thomas : "ase wel pou inijt be stille.

go henne fram me jif pov wolt : and Lit ech man don is wille." 1000

pe bischopes wenden to-gadere ech-one : and hcore conseil norac.

And po heo hadden heore fourmo i-sct : to pe kingo a-jen heo come.

H " Sire," heo sciden, " 30 booth a-nuyd : and pat us for-pinchei sore ;

For-jif us pat 30 on us berez : we nellcz pe mis-don non-more. 1004

Wel we wutez pat pis wrechche : pat scholde ore chief boo,

he is fals and for-sworen : and [pat]1 mai ech man wel i-sco : « om.

For he suor to holdo pe corpelich honur : and hath i-broko is oth ;

And pat man mai wel proui on him : jif 30 nellez noujt beo wroth.

Fur-jif us pine wrathpo, wo biddoz po : ant to roino wo wollez wende

to bi-niinen him is Erchebischopriche : and ase a wrechche him

schende : 1010

Puyrlicho for-suore we schullen him preoui : sire king, bi eovwer rede."

po king bi-het heom gret honur : to don pat ilke dede. 1012

to seint thomas, pare he was : heo wenden alio a-non.

pe bischop hyllarie of Chichestre : tolde for heom ech-on.

" Sire," he seide, " ore gostliche fader : pov were here-bi-foro,

For fador we fur-saketh [pe] : pov art fals and for-swore. 1016

For pou suore po kyngo eorpelich honour : and nelt don him non.

pare-foro to pe court of rome : we bi-cleopiez pe echon,

to ansuerien us bi-fore pe pope : of pat pov hast ido a-mis."

" Louerdingus," quath pis holie man : " ich i-heore wel al pis." 1020

H Nov suete Ih«u beo is freond : jwane alio opure were is fon I

pe king him let cleopien faste : pat he come forth a-non.

pe Eorl Robert of lecestre : and opur men mani on

Comen after him and heten him sone : bi-fore pe kingue gon. 1024



136 BEKJET REFUSES TO ANSWER THE KINO, AND APPEALS TO

THE COURT OF ROME.

" Louerdingues," quath seint thoraas : " je wuyten wel ech-on

hou wel icli was with pe king : Jiei ich habbe noupe manio fon :

Erehcbischop he made me— : for-sopo a-jein mi wille,

For eucre ich dradde for oncunninge : mi soule forto spille. 1028

H Jx> axede ich bifore al pat folk : In jwucho manere he me toko

Jje Maistrie of holi churche : to wardi and to loke.

holi churche me was bi-take : In eche manere so freo,

pat ich were quit of alio of uro courtes— : and jeot with rijto it

scholde so beo. 1032

And jwane holi churche is so freo : I-nelle ansuerien po kingue

2\e non opur in his court : of none eorpeliche pinge.

For gold ne passez noujt so muche : In bounte led, i-wis, [M. 7i b.]

Al-so dignete of }>e preost : herro fane pe kingus is. 1036

And U gostlicho fader ich am : jif ho woldo nimo jcmo,

And it nere no lawe ]>at pe sone : po fader scholde demo.

J3are-forc i scggo at o word : fiat I-nelle me noting take

to Iuggement of kingus court : ake clanliche it wolle for-sake, 1040

And take me to holi churche : and to none erpeliche dome :

And Ich bi-cleopie ov here ech-one : to pe court of rome.

Al po stat of holi churche : and al mi dignite

H J)oruj Ihwu cr/st it boo i-wardct : jwan it ne mai oJ>ur beo. 1044

And ou bischopus ich bi-cleopie : to )>e court of rome also,

for 30 Anouricth more ane erpeliche king : fane je god al-mijti da

And so }>oru3 ]ie rijte of holi churche : fram pis court ich wende,

to bringe peos cause of holi churche : bi-fore f>e pope to ende." 1048

Jjis holi Man wel mildeliche : out of )>is court gan gon.

po king, and pat mid him was : wrathpcden heom a-non ;

hco criden on pis holi man : and beleweden ech-on

'Wit Also1 grete noyso : ase anie Men n^ten don ; i MS, A*0 1052

Leo ne mijtcn makie non more cri : ]>ci al pe toun were a-fuyre,

Ase1 beo duden opon pis holi man : pat wide men it mijten i-huyre.

Jjis guode man eode softe forth : ase him no-ping ne roujte— > *i. p»n«

for juyt more men schenden Ihesn cn'st : po men him to depe broujte.

he worth opon is palefrai : and to is Inne he wende also.

Vnnepe he niijte with is hondene : peos pre pingus do : 1058

blessi pat folk and here pe croix : and is bridel wisse.
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DAWN HE BTARTS TO LEAVE ENGLAND.

J3.1t simple folk orn a-bouton him : with Ioye i-novj and blisse ; 10C0

for heo wenden pat he hadde i-bco : atpe court fastc i-nomo,

heo ponkeden muche Ihe*u crt'st : Jjat he mostc a-mong hcom come.

1i to is In, at scint Andreucs : heo siwedcn him fastc i-novj ;

Seint thomas alio po pouere men : with him to Jo mete he drovj,

And seide, " comiez here forth with me : for mine freond je booth ;

Ine habbe none freond bote eov : ase alio men noupo i-seoth." 10G6

he let hcom Alio fede wel : a grct hous-ful neij ;

be guode man wel pe gladdore was : pat he heom alio i-scij. 10G8

Ase pis holi man sat at is mete : pei he grcte wille pcr-to nadde,

pis word pat ore louerd hot : is redare bi-fore him radde :

" Jif Men ov pursiwiet In one toune : In-to anopur toun je Heo."

pis holi man poujte pat bi him-self : pat word ruijte wel soth beo

And pat it godos willo was : In-to An opur londo gon,

As pe holi godspel scith : a man for-to fleo is fon. 1074

pis holi man was po wol pe hardiore : of londe for-to wende,

5»ano he mijto a-schapie wel : and god wolde pe time sende. 1076

f po it was to-war[d] eue ■ twei seriauuz pare come,

Sore weopindc, and warneden him : pat ho sum red him nome,

For pe kyngus Men haddcn i-swore : poru3 hesto of pe kinge,

1 iwarc-so heo him mijten finde : to stronge depo him bringe. 1060

Scint thomas poujto an-opur. : he let maken is bed ajen nijt [> foi. tsj

Op In^e heie churche : bi-twene twei weuodes rijt.

J>o alle opur men weren a-slepe : and no man nas him ncij,

lio aros up and bi-heold : on pe ymago an heij ; 1084

l>i-fore pe auter he feol don a-kne : and on ore louerd bi-gan to crie,

And formcst he soido Jo souou salines : and scthpo po lotanie ;

Al wepind ech haluwe he bad : is help for-to bco ;

bi-fore ech ymage he op aros : and eft he sat a-doun a-kne. 1088

po he hadde iseid is beden : stillcliche he gan gon,

A luyte bi-fore be cockes crowe : out of pe churche a-uon,

And wende him out-wai-d of engelonde : pat no man with him nas

bote a frere of Semplingham : bat wel priue to him was. 1092

pis guode Man flev al Engelond : for holi churche rijte;

Of al is wo ne jaf he noujt : jif ho it a-mendi mijto.

* pe tipingue cam of pis cas : to po kinguo ful sone.



138 THE KINO SENDS DEPUTIES TO THE POPE. BEKET JOUBNETS

BT NIGHT TO BEHPRINGHAM.

]3e beije men nomen heoro red : jwat were par-of to done. 1096

Jje king and al is baronie : and po bischopcs echon,

J)at au3ten with seint thomas habbe i-be : and weren most is fon,

to pia conscil euer-ech-one : heo concenteden at pen ende :

Jjat pe king scholde of is hexte Men : to pe court of romc sonde

A-jon bim 3wane [he] pndere come : and po pope don onder-stonde

Jjat be was fals and for-swore : and destourbour of po londe. 1 102

For-to don pis grete neode : pe wiseste Men heo nome,

And fat is j>ing were al in pais : for-to heo ayn come. 1104

Jje Erchebischop of Euerwike : and pe bischop of Ecccstre

to rome1 heo wenden for J>is neodes : and pe biscbop of licestre

And po bischop of londone : and of winchestre al-so, > ms. n>m« ram*

And also eorles and barouns : and manie clerkes per-to, 1 108

to beren witncsse of pe fals-bede : jwane heo to court come.

Noble jiftes and opur Iueles : with hem al-so heo nome—

J3are-with man mai ofte at court : pe rijto bringe to wouj.

Xouj cn'st helpe pis boli man : for he is juyt pouere i-nouj 1 1112

he nadde none jiftes forto jiue : to holdcn up is rijte ;

Fram Norehamptone bar he eode : for holi churcho to fijte.

U Fram seint Andreues pis holi man : of Norehamptone he wende

With a frcre of Semplingham : are god fane dai hcom sende. 1116

Fiue and twenti mile he wende : to pe toune of graham

Are he stunte in anie stude : with )>e frere of Sempringham—

Al North-ward he drouj bim furst : a-wei al fram pe so,

Jjat pe kinges Men ne scholden him findo : to nimen ne for-to sle.

Sethpe he wende fram graham : fiue and tuonti Mile al-so

to )>e toun1 of lincobie : are he wolde reste i-fo. > «dd«i uur. 1122

Jjene morawe ope seint lucus day— : tiwcs-dai it was po,

be departede fram pe kingus court : with much scoruwo and wo1; ■ iis.w.

Lis wei pane wodnes-nijt : out of pe toune be nam ; [w. n )>.]

Sone morewe pene pores-dai : to lincolne he cam : 1126

At one follares house : his In he nam rijt pare.1 > t>»™ wrr. u> }*r.

And bi nijte euere he eode is wei : pat he a-waited ne ware. 1128

At lincobie he dude him into watere : are god pane dai sende,

And pane fridai fouiti mile : al bi watere he wende,

to pe Ermitage of Sempling-ham : pat a-midde pe watere is ;
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IN FLANDERS. HE IS WEAHV, AND IN POOR ESTATE,

And fare he bi-lofde al hardiliche : J>re dawea, i-wis. 1132

And scthfo he wende to seint botulf : Jj.-it was hconnes oner ten mile :

pare he dude him eft In-to waters : and cam in aluytel 3wile

to )>e hous of hauer-holt : fat of Simpling-ham is—

pe frere him laddo bi fulke house : )>e sikcroro to beon, i-wis. 1136

Fram fannes he wende to eistrcfe1 : his o maner with rijto, »r.«*rtj»

pe Erchebischopes of kauntcrburi : jif he hadde ani mijte ;

pare he was neij fe se i-novj : ho a-bod wol fere

And a-waitcde is point to passi ouer : jwano hit best tyme were.

1T Seue-nijt he bi-lefde fare : for-to alio soulene dai ;

In A Chaumbre rijt bi fe churche : dai} and nijt he lai, 1142

pat no man no scholdo him ondcr-jito : ne i- war of him beo ;

poru} fe church 0 he made an hoi : fe sacringe for-to Beo 1144

And for-to heren faro is masse— : and Men fat to churche come

Xusten noujt fat ho was so ncij : ne fcr-of hco ne token none gome.

An alle soulene dai, fene tywcsdaij : are god fene dai sonde,

ho bi-tok god al holi churche : and In-to fe se he wende. 1148

hco roweden forth al fane dai : and a-jen f0 eueninge

Li-sides ane hauene heo a-riueden : fat men cleopcz graueningo,

In Flaundres, ase god it wolde. : bote hors no hadde he non :

pis holi man al a-fote : forth is wci gan gon. 1152

pat no man ne scholdo him knowe : fe Abite of frere he nam

And al-so a frere forth he eode : fo he to Flaundres cam.

lilac was is cope a-bouo : is Cuyrtel 3 wij t blaunket ;

Opon is rugge is cope he bar : jif he 11113 te go fe bet. 1156

pe reyn was gret and suyfe st[r]ong : and fe wei ful deop :

Swife weri was fe holi man : onnefe ho bar up is fet.

ho was so trauailled In fe weie : and in fe se bi-fore,

pat he sat a-doun and ne mi}to no fer : bote he were i-bore. 1160

po wende forth a man, fat with him eode : and huyrde him a mere,

For an Englichs peni, with an haltre : f is holi man to bere.

po holi Man is clofes tok : and op-on fe Mere hoom caste,

And worth op a-boue alle is clofes : and rod him forth wel faste.

V Alias fat suych a noble man : vuelo was it is rijte

So febleliche ouer lond to wendo— : wel muche is godes mi;te ; 1166

Vuelo was it is rijto to gon a-fote : ofur ope swuch a best to ride—



110 BEKET CALLS HIM8ELF " FRIAR CHRISTIAN," BUT IB RECOGNIZED

IN ONE HOUSE.

ioli churcho he a-boujtc dcore : fat men tellez of wel wide 1 1168

"With one haltre ope fe mere : forth rod fis holi man

As fei it were a frere, and let him cleopie : frcre cm/ian; [foL7«]

For he nolde noujt lie : fat cristian he was,

And he was a-drad to beon i-knowe : j'f man clcopede him thomas.

At one gode mannes house : his In a-nijt he nam ;

At fe bordes ende he sat : Ase vuele it him bi-cam, 1 174

And al with-Inno seten is men : as fei he lowest were.

his oste nam wel gode jemo : hor heo hoom alio bcro. 1176

be tok kepe of fe holi man : fat sat atfe bordes endo,

boa milde he was a-mong alle : and mest corteis and hende,

And hou hendeliche he dclde is mete : hcom fat bi-fore him stode,

And hor luytel he .et. him-seluo : with wel simple mode ; 1 180

his limes al-so he bi-heold : hou fairo hco weren and frco,

Jje bondene faire and longe fingres : fairore ne mi 3 ten none beo ;

his face was brod and long al-so : his fure-heued large i-novj :

And euere mest bi-foro alle ofere : is heorte to him ilrouj. 1184

% Of fe I'Tchebiscliopo of Caunterburi : he gan him vnderstonde,

])at it was couth ouer-al aboute : fat he was i-wend out of londe :

his heotte him bar fat it was he. : In gret studie he was i-broujt;

he rounede in is wiucs ere : and toldc hire al is foujt. 1188

his wijf after fulke tyinc : fat sofc al-so foi^to :

heo bi-gan to serui fis holi man : and dcintefes to him broujte,

Applcne. & peoren. and notes also : and fondede in alle manere

A-mong alle fis ofur men : to gladien wel fene frere; 1192

heo bi-lefde to serui alle fe ofere : and opon him was al hire £0113'.

Seint thomas it vnder-jat : and fare-with ne paido him noujt.

So fat he bi-heold a-boute : a-non after soper,

Wel mildeliche he bad is oste : for-to comen him ner 1196

And to sitte bi him a-donn : for solaz, one stounde.

"A, sire, merci," quad fis oste : " Ichulle sitte on fe grounds,

And sat him a-doun at is fet. : seint thomas him bad arise.

"Certes, sire," quad fis oste : " I-nelle In none wise. 1200

f Nolde god fat ich bi fe sete I : mi louerd, i-hered fou beo,

J>at In mine bouse for scboldest come : and fat ich fane dai mi}U>



BEKET TAKES REFUGE IN THE ABBEY OF ST. BEBTIN. THE 141

KINO'S DEPUTIES COME TO THE KINO OF FRANCE.

" Luyto deinte," quat seint thomas : " of a swuch pouere man,

Of swuch a frero aso ich am : i-cleopod frere cristian." 1204

" Sire, fin ore," quath fis oste : " wel ich onderstonde,

J)ov art Erchobischop of Cauntcrburi : i-wend out of engelonde."

" 3wy seistfov so V quad scint thomas : " Jjov hauest selde i-seije

J)eno Erchobischop of cauntcrburi : wende in swucbe manere bi weie I "

" Sire," quad fe oste, " fov it art : al-so me seith mi foujt,

And ich bidde J>c for fe loue of god : no with-sak it a-jem me noujt."

Jjis holi man him bi-foujto : fat ofur bo moste lie ' MS- hM ' ^"^ft,^

Ofur boo bi-knowe fat he1 it was : so heo gonnen on heom2 crie.

Ate laste he was a-knowe : ako with him a-morewo he nam

his oste, fat lie ne scholde him wroije : forto he aftur ' woie cam. 1214

to [fe] Abbeie of seint Bertin : J>is holi man i-wende, >r.»fcr [*>L7*b.]

And fare he bi-lcfdo : forto ore louerd ofur grace him sonde.—

))e bischopus of engelonde : and fe barones al-so,

toward fe court of rome he' wenden : heore crindc forto do. 1218

to fe kingo of Fraunce heo comen : and lettres with heom bere

fram fe king of engelond : fat fus muche an Englisch were : 1220

" to is louerd foruj godes grace : sire lowis fe kinge,

henri king of engelonde : sende loue and gretingo.

H Thomas, fat Erchobischop was : of cauntcrburi bi-fore,

Out of mine londe he is i-wend : ase mi traitore and for-suore. 1224

bare-fore ase min erfcliche louerd : ich bidde fo bi mine sonde,

))at fov ne suffri nemjt fat he beo : Irecettcd In fine londe."

])o fis king fis bone i-heorde : ane jwile in folate he stod.

" Cortes," he seide, " ase me finchez : fis bone nis no-fing god. 1228

So strong feof nis non in engelonde : jif he in Fraunce come,

))at he ne mijte In Fraunce duelle : ase heo doth i-lomo ;

And wel rafur scholde a suych hcij man : ne come ho no so sone.

Ake nofur ich ne fe king of engelonde : with ore bischopes nabbez

to done; 1232

For mine bischopes with holi churche : heore wille ich late heom do,

And fairore were fe kinge anouri him : and late him i-worfo also."

11 Ne mijten fis hcije men of him : non ofur word a fonge ;

So fat he* wenden forth heore wei : fo heo hadden a-bide longo.

Maister herebard of Boscham : and ofure sethfe i-wende
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amd to the pope.

to Jx> kinge lowis of Frounce : ase seint thomas liim sonde,

And tolden fo kinge of al J>o wo : fat scint thomas liadde with woui.

J)o king wcop, fo lie i-hcorde f is : and made deol inouj, 1240

And tolde heom hov fo kingus men : at liim weren Li-fore,

And jwucli ansucro he licom jaf : fat heore [wei]1 was for-lore. >om.

Jjis gode men with ioie inov : heore leue of him heo nome,

And pannes heo wenden sone i-nouj : to fe court of rome. 1244

pare neren heo noujt faire ondor-fonge : for )>o bischopes comcu

bi-fore

And desclaundreden scint thomas : fat he was fals and for-suore.

Ake nafeles fo grace lico hadden : fat to fe popo heo n^ten go.

him-sulue heo tolden in priuete : al scint thomascs wo : 1248

Of fe status of clarindono : liou heo furst forth come,

And hou he was i-broujt at norcharaptono : bi-foro fe kinge to dome,

And hov he wende out of cngelonde : In muchclo miscise and wo,

And al-hov he chaungedo is name : fo sikcrloker forto go. 1252

11 Jje pope bi-gan to siche soro : and1 with ful dreori foujt, >•/. om.

J)a teres fullen out of is eijene : he ne mijte with-holden heom noujt,

he fonkedo god fat swuch a prelat : under him mosto beo, 1255

So studefast to lioli churclic : and fat lie mijto fane dai i-seo.—

A-morewe conen fis bischopes : and fc eorles also,

To procuri Feint thomas al fat vuel : fat heo listen do ;

bi-fore fe pope, aso [he] sat : ful noblclicho heo come,

And bi-fore fe cardinales : and al fo court of rome. [m.ts] 12G0

H Jje bischop of londone : fat euero lufur was,

bi-gan formest to telle is tale : a-jein scint thomas.

he stod up bi-fore al fe court : " beu pcre," a-non he scide,

" To fe we comieth to make ore mone : of strong lif fat we ledoz.

Ower rijte it is up to holde : alio fat guode bcoth,

And foles to bringucn of heore folie : 3wane 30 heom i-scot'.u 12G6

A destaunce fare is i-sproungue : lijtliche in Engelonde,

bat destourbez al fat loud : with ornate, ich onder-stonde. 1268

Jje Erchebischop of Caunlerburi : is al ajein ore willq,

Folliche he bi-gan In engelonde : holi churche forto spille,

And to bi-nime fe kynge is frounchise : and is rijtes also. 1271

Ake he ne mijte us make for no-fing ; concenti fwr-to.1 l ™'n£!„""
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THE EARL OF ARCN'DEL'S SPEECH.

And for wrathfe fat we nolden ; alio is wille do,

Op-on us he caste is owene gult : and opon fe kingo also.

And at])e laste, ase }>ei it were : J>ut lond forto blende,

po noraan ne dude him strencfe : of londe he gan i-wende : 1276

for men nusten noujt fe sofe : fat heo scholdcn onder-stonde

pat fe king him dude onrijth : aud driue him out of londe."

po he hadde al is tale i-told : aud i-makcd is grete wise,

he sat a-doun ; an )>e bischop of chichcstro : sone gan op a-rise.

«; " bev pere," he scide to fe popo : " me ])inchcz it fallez to fe

To on-don eoh f !ng fat fallez to harme : In fo communaute, 1282

pat o Man ne beo i-soffred : to gon forth mid is wille,

to bring al fat lond to schamc : and holi churche to spille. 1284

J3.it hath fe Erchebischop i-foujt : and fat is i-sene, i-wis,

3 wane ech man of al fat lond : faste a-jein him is."

f J)e Erchebischop of Euorwike : fo he is tyme i-scij, AmhUpUeopm

Aros op and bi-gan to telle : is tale al on heij. 1288

" Sire," he scide, " no man ne knoweth : so wel ase ich do

pone Erchebischop of Caunterburi : ne fe bischopriche al-sa

pe Erchebischop is willesful : and 3wane he is alles i-broujt

In ani wille fat is luytcl wuyrth : he nolo bi-leue it noi^t ; 1292

pat man ne may for no-fing : bringo him of is foujt

he is noufc In swuyche folic— : fat we habbcth dcore a-boujt ;

lijtliche he is fare-Inne i-come : ake he it nele leto neucre mo,

Lot 30 forii} ower pouwer : bringe us out of wo." 1296

H " Sire," quath fe bischop of eccotre : baldeliche he spac fo, «pt««i«

" pis cas 30 moten a-mendi sone : hov-so it euere go.

And je ne leuen noujt fo sofe : fat men doth ov to onder-stonde,

Send with us fot with fot : ano legat in- to Engelonde, 1300

And lat him of-gropi fe sofe fere : and fare-after f u lat him wurcho.

for-sofe, bote 30 faron1 fenche : 30 schendez holi churche." > <■/.<,}>«•

H be Eorl of Arundel aros op f0 : a man of grot dignote. emu*

Aftmd#H(

" Sires," he seide, " for godes1 loue : ane stounde herkneth me ! 1304

pe lewede Men fat here booth : fat ne connen latin non, "its. guoj«

We no onder-stondez nou3t : of fat 30 habbez i-told ech-on ; tw-nt.]

Ako In langage fat we conne : swucho men aso we booth,

hei3e barouns and noble km^tes : aae 30 noufe i-seoth, 1308



144 THE FOFE DECLINES TO SEND A LEGATE TO ENGLAND

BEFORE HEARING BEKET.

U Tellen ichulle for us alle : jwy we beoth liiilcrc i-wend.

For ore louerd pe king of Engelonde : pat hauez us hidere i-send

to scliewi furst po reuerence : and greto lone also

Jjat he hath to eov i-bore : and eucre he penchez to do ; 1312

And pare-of he sent pe word bi us : ase we bi-forc po stondez,

Eorles, barones, and bischopes : pe hexto of )>e londe—

Jif he hadde ani herre i-haued : hidcro he hadden i-wend.

Ake to one so licijc court ase peos is : he hath us hidere i-sent, 1316

to schewi eov furst in his name : ]>at, also wid ase pe world is,

So trewe prince nis onder god : ne pat so muche ov loueth, i-wis,

Ife pat so muche Anoureth holi churclie : and euerc hath i-do.

J}e Erchebischop of Caunterburi : is a noble man also, 1320

J/jt, jif omanere of him nero : ase ich me onder-stonde,

J)are nere no lond In cristinedom : a-jeinest engelonde,1 > ms. tngeiong.

Ke holi churche so wel i-wust : and i-schild fram ech W0113,

Onder noble prince and prelat : hope gnode men i-nouj. 1324

Ake pes thomas, pis guode Erchebischop : so hath a luyto wille,

Jjat niuchel a-peircz his guodnesse : and bi-guynneth pat lond to

spille.

his wille is suych pat, jwane he is : icomen in fole pou3t,1 ' SmJJJJ?,"

he nele poruj conseil ne poruj no rerd : parol' beo i-brou3k 1 328

In swuclie folic he is noupc i-come— : ore louerd is poujt wende !

bote men mouwen is poujt wendcn : pat lond he wolo al schende.

Jjare-for ini louer.l pe king ov bit : pat 30 with us sonde

Ane legat into engelonde : to ofgropi al pen ende, 1332

Opur certus he is ope pe poynte : al pat lond to spille ;

And pat 30 him cbasti poni3 113 tc lawe : & bi-nime him is fole wille."

Of alle pe clerkes pat pare sctcn : non of heom par n.is

pat ne preisede muche pis 110130 man : for he so renable was. 1336

U " Louerdingues," quath pe pope : "wel we onder-stondez 1110113

J)at [30] to-ward pe Erchebischop tellez : with rijto opur with wouj.

Ake we ne mouwen par-of non dom 31110 : bote him-suluo here were,

For we ne mowen bi-hinden him no Iuggement 3yue : ne no ri^t

i-wis it nere." 1340

. H " Sire," quath pe Eorl of Arundel : " 30 moten bet ondcr-stonda

A certein dai us is i-sct : to come in-to engelonde,
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TO BOME.

And pane dai ne dorre we noujt breke : for ore louerd fe kingne.

Jjare-fore je motcn us grace don : sumdcl of fis finge : 1344

Jo moten, jif it is ower willo : ane legat wis1 us senile, >r.»is

And Jiene Erchebischope hoten also : to Engelonde i-wende ;

And ase Je legat fare enquereth : far-aftur he mai do."

11 "Certes, beu frere," quat fe pope : " I-nclle noujt take on so. 1348

Jwane fe erchebischop hidere comez : I-not jwat he wole telle ;

pare-fore are ich i-heore him spoke : no-fing don far-of i-nelle."

" Certes, sire," seide J>is ofur : " we ne dorreu a-bide noujt."

" Nov de pardeus," quath fe pope : " doth ase jo habbeth i-foujt I "'

Jjis ojmrc weren wrofe i-nouj. : wel faire hcorc leue heo nome > [M. 7*.]

And wenden heom forth in grcte wrathfe : And to londone heo

come.— 1354

Seint Thomas was po In Flaundres : In hnydingo ase pci it were,

In )>e Abbeie of seint Eertyn : and longe ho hadde i-beo fore. 1 356

Atfe laste he aros bi nijte : and out of Flaundres wende

Al priucliche In-to Fraunce : aso oro louerd him grace sonde.

be king of Fraunce fat was po : louwis guod and hende,

heordo telle of pis holi Man : he lot sono after him sende. 13G0

bo pis holi Man to him cam : gret Ioyo he gan him make,

And het him in echo stude opon is lond : j-novj of his take,

H to spcnc to him and alle his : jwarc-so heo euere come.

Xolde seint thomas noujt a-bide : are he come to romo. 1364

be king him fond spence i-novj : to him and alle his,

And sende with him guod conduyt : to bringe him fare, i-wis.

H po seint thomas to Home cam : faire he was onder-fonge ;

And sumdel J>o pope was anuyd : fat he hadde i-beo so longe. 1368

Men a-coupedon him of fulke trcspas : fat fe bischopes tolden er,

And beden him ansuorie for is stat : and aleggi fare-fore for.

Seint thomas wolde op arise : Men beden him sitte a-doun,

And he bigan a-godos name : and sehewede fis reson. 1372

" Sire," he seide, " ich am I-maked : fei ich onwuyrth beo,

to wardi fe cburche of Caunterburi : ase 30 mowen iseo.

bulke churche was i-woned to beo : Ase lauedi, and schynde wide

lirijte ase fe sonne a-mong alio ofure : of al fe west-side. 1376

be sonne fat was erore so cler : deork heo is bi-eome,

LEGENDS Or SAINTS. L
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archbishopric to the pope.

brode cloude and stronguo i-nouj : fat1 hiro lijt habbcth bi-nome ;

Ouer-cast heo is with pis cloudeno : fat heo no jifth 1 ij 5 1 non >«n.)»tr

And alio fe churcliene of Engelonde : deorke booth och-on. 1380

i>o kyng, fat hire scholde up-holde : he bi-nimez al hire rijto

And aso fe cloudene hire ouer-cast : fat heo ne mai no long lijte.

Jch fat scholde hire wardein boo : farc-ajein ich mot fijto

And stonde ajen and with-segge : fe lufere costomes bi al mi mijte.

Por fei ich hadde a fovsond liues : ase ich nabbe bote on,

iafur fane ich it folie wolde : jyue ich wolde och-on. 1386

)>o costomos ajen holi churche : fat fe king bath forth i-broujt,

here je mouwen heom i-heore : jif heo buth to graunti ou)t" 1388

U J)i.s holi man bi-gan to rede fe lufere lawene : ase he heom hadde

i-write ;

be wop fat fe teres ornen a-duun : fat deol it was to wite.

Jjc pope and alio is cardinales : fat seijon him wepe so sore

And heordene alle fe lufere lawene : heo ne mijten for-bere non-

more, 1392

Ake bi-gonnen to wepe faste ech-one : and hereden god al-so

J>at heo mijtcn finde a swuch prelat : ouer holi churche i-do,

J)at holi churche so hcold to rijto : and ne soilredo no wovj ;

heo fonkeden god of swuch a Man : and honoureden him inovj. 1396

J)o pope bet is elerkes alle : fat1 foruj al cristindome [M. Job.] ' om. j-ii?

j)at heo wit-sciden suyche lufore lawes : jware-so buy eucre come,

And1 fat heo neren i-soffrede nou3ware : hov-so heo comen to ende,

And fat heo jcuen heore lijf fare-fore : rafur fane holi churche

schende. > em. And 1400

U J)o spac eftsone seint thomas : wepinde swyfe sore :

" I-nabbc noujt," he seide, " so muche wo : fat i-nere wurfe wel more.

For foruj strencfe of eorfcliche manne : In fis pouwer ich am i-do,

Ake ich me drele a-jen godes wille it be : for onwuyrth ich am far-to;

Jjare-fore ore louerd for rijte wreche : vuel biginninge me deth sonde,

And ich drede for mine wrechche gultes : fat worse worth fe ende.

Jjare-foro, fat holi churche : ne beo to grounde i-broujt

For mine sunnes and for mine onmijto : fat I-ne may hire wardi

noujt, 1408

Ich jelde or op here fe biscbopricbe— : an ofer je moten fare do
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FOB A TIME TO PONTIQNI. HIS PENANCE THERE.

but mowo bot loki holi churohe : for onwuyrth ich am parto."

H his Kyng be nam and bi-tok pe pope : and op jeld pe bischopriche.

pe pope swipe deolfulliche : and Wei Inliche bigan to siche. 1412

Jjerof conseillede al pe court : jwat po bcste red were :

to Jaten him witien holt churche : o]>ur to don a-nopur pere.

" Me pinchcz," quath a cardinal : " In swuch cos ase noupo is,

best it were to don an opur : In bis stude, i-wis, 1416

Forto paien bet pe kinge : and swucfh] cas mijte bi-falle

Jj.it )>o kyng wolde a-swagi and bi-leue : is lupcre lawene alio. 1418

For betere it were In faire manere : ho-so it mijto to ende bringue,

]3.mc contec arere In swuche londe : and nameliche ajen pe kingue.

And man mijte purveicn pis gode manne : an al-so guod ase pat is.

I-ne wot jwat conseil je wollez rode : for i-chulle reden pis."

po soide an opur cardinal : " Ine rede noujt so, i-ww,

For pat wolde jiuen men an-saumple : al dai to don a-mis; 1424

For 3wane Jo king were wroth with ani bischop : foranie cunnes pinge,

to don fane bischop a-non a-doun : po mo vuelo lawene he woldo

brings,

And panne were holi churche i-schend : pat lauedi scholde be.

For pis rod me pinchez fcblo : a betero jo moton bi-seo." 1428

1i Jjo pope nam po seint thomas : and tok him a-jein is ring,

to bi-leue erchebischop forth : and stable poruj alio ping,

studefastliche to holden up : al-holi churche rijto,

And he him wolde ajen ech man : helpen bi is mijte ; 1432

Ake he ne scholde noujt po jeot : to engelonde wend[e],

Ako a-bide betere grace of pe king : jif god it wolde sonde.

To pe grete Abbeio to pountonie : forto soriourni pere,

he sonde pis holi Man : for-to it betere were. 1436

With luytel folk and luytel aise : pare he dude bi-Lue,

For he nadde him-sulf nou;t to spene : bote ase heo him joue.

his men he brojte In seruise : heore m. te to wynne pere,

And him-sulf he was al one ncij : pei he heij Man were. 1440

hard lijf he ladde i-novj 1 : And he hadde of harde here

Schuyrte and brech streit i-novj : hardore neuere nere ; [m. m

pe strapeles weren swipe streite : with mani a knotte al-so ;

A-non to is pies pe schuyrte tilde : pe brech rijt to is to ; 1444

L I



148 KINO HENRY BANISHES BEKET's KIN, AND MAKES THEM SWEAR*

TO GO TO BEKET. NO PRAYERS ARE TO BE SAID FOR HIM.

Jje knottes gnowen al is flechs : a-boute bi echo side.

Swipe on-aisi was is brcch : a-boute for-to ride ;

barde mijte lie sitte a-doun : and barde ligge al-so.

Loaerd, deore a-boujte he heuene : wel aujte he come )>er-to !— 1-148

U J)e bischopes of Engelonde : pat a-jein hira weren at rome,

Jje Eorles and pe opero heijo Men : po heo to Engolond come,

heo tolden po kinge al heore cas : hor heo hadde i-sped.

po was po king bopo son and wroth : pat he was neij a-wed. 1452

H "A," he seide, " Jiilke traitour : pat ich habl>e forth i-broujt,

J3.1t he me schal swuch schame don noupe ! : Ine may it polie noujt.

And he fleu^th1 out of londe : pat Ine may to him como, ir.smjchf1

I-cbulle me of is cunne a-wreko : heo schullen a-bugge some." 1456

he let sccho out clone al is kun : and is opur frend cch-on :

Ovt of Engelonde he let hcom driuo : pat pare ne inosto leue non,

Sike ne feble, . jung ne old : ne womman pat was with childe,

Ne pe children pat soukindo weren : —muche was he on-mildo I 1460

In hire Arnica pe moder bar pat child : and In heore wombene some.

pare hadde po king, ase me pinchez : a feble wrcclic i-nome I

I-harledo heo weren in grete Miseise : out of londe, alas I

Ecli guod man hadde revpe of heom : pat heorden of pat cas, 1464

And seiden stilleliche bi-twene hcom : pat he a lujmr king was.

Mo lupere dedene pe king bi-poujte : jcot ope seint thomas :

Jjeos Men pat he of londe drof : were heom lef opur loth,

Ecb aftur opur he made heom swerie : opon a boke gret oth 1468

pat heo ne scholdcn in none stude : bi-leue none stounde

Are heo to pe Erchebischope comen : j ware-so heo him founden,

And tellen hira fore hov heo weren : out of londe i-broujt,

to bringue him jn po more sor : jif heo mitten tuyrne is poujt. 1472

II 3eot pe king bi-poujto a lupcr dede : more ope seint thomas :

he for-bed poruj al Engelond : ase fer ase his pouwer was,

pat no man ne scholde for him bidde : In ehurche ne elles jware,

Ase men doth nonpo for Erchebisehopes : and habbez i-don wel ^are.

Lonerd, mnche was pe schame ]>o : pat holi ehurche bi-tiddo,

3 wane heo ne rooste a-raong opur men : for so holi a man bidde 1—

pat folk of seint thomas kunne : wel picke a-boutcn him drouj—

Aldai heo weren i-flomde for him—: In miseuo and soruwe i-nou} ; .
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HENRT FORCES THE CISTERCIANS TO DISMISS BEKET FROM PONTIONI.

Heo weopen and criden deolfulliche : and tolden him al heoro cas,

hov heo weren for him defoulede : and jwuch hore soruwe was.

Seint thomas bi-heold heom deolfolliche : and bi-gan to siclie sore ;

And cuero he maked' fair semblaunt : to conforti heom fo more,

And scide {lis word to gladie hem : fat men onder-stoden wel longe :

" Ech lond," he seide, "is oweno contrcio : to fulke fiat beoth stronge"—

Ase Man fat seith, fei je beon here : In vnkoufe londe i-broujt,1

Jif je beoth stronge in godes lawe : it ne schal ov greui noujt. 1488

Alle fe heije men of fe londe : fat heorden of fat cas, [Woi.nb.]

Corseden fo kinge, and seiden also : fat ho a lufur man was.

J)is selie men a-boute men nomen : for loue of seint thomas

And founden heom liflode i-110113 : fat in miscise neuer on nas

fio feos tifingcs to fe kingue : of Engelondo cam 1493

fat fis folk was wel onder-fongo : gret deol to him he nam.

" Cortes," he seide, " jwane I-no may : in fis manere is heorto buyo,

In more misciso ichulle him bringe : fat is lijf him schal a-nuye."

H Greye Monekes of Cistevs : fram jcre to jcrc 1497

A Chapitre makeden generate : of Abbodes fat fere were ;

For euerech Abbod of groie Monekes : to fulke chapitle cam

With-Inne fre jer,1 ase [huy] juyt doth : foruj al enstindom. 1500

})o fe chapitle plenere was : fudere fe king sende '<u. lUmi

to fe Abbotus alle plenereliche : fat to fulke chapitle wende,

And sende heom word fat him foujto wundcr : more fane i-nouj

}3at heo wolden him so muche do : on-kuyndo dedes and wouj 1504

for-to sustciny is wiferwyne : a-mong heom and is fo

In fe house of pounteneye : fat broujte him in swuch wo ;

And bote heo wolden him bi-leue : and ne susteyni him non-more,

Alle fe greye Monekes of Engelondo : a-bngge it scholden sore ; 1508

For heo susteineden is fo : ne1 wonder he seide it nere 'r.no

bei he awreke him of fat hous : fat ino his londe were.

bo foos lettres to Cisteus : a-mong fis Abbotes come,

Of fe fretningue heo dradden heom sore : and conseil farof heo nome.

So fat heo beden seint thomas : his heste forto do,

For heo ne dorsten nou^t ajen fe kingus wille : non-more holden

him so. 1514

bo seint thomas fis i-heorde : he gan forto siche sore,



150 K. LEWIS STANDS BY BERET, WHO HAS A VISION OF HIS

COJIING MAHTYRDUM. UEKET GOES TO BEN'S.

And bad Iheta crist him helpe fo : and crt'Je him milce and ore.

. U " Louerdingus, je fat habbez me : I-sustoyncd mani a day 1517

In mine grcte neode, Ihesu crist it ov jelde : fare ich rui-sulf ne niai.

. Jju king fretncz ov so faste : fat jif ' jo holdez me here oujt longe :

Jif crist wole, jc ne schullcn neuere : for me harm a-fongue; 'r. jir[.»t?

3\vare-so icb euere mai on eorfe bco : fram eov ichulle wende, 1521

Jjat jo ne beon for me a-peircde— : ore louerd is grace me scndo.

Jj.it je habbeth on me i-spend : after me cometh on

J)at swyfe wel it wole1 a-quiten : hou-so it euere gon.s l^iajjj" J*"*

For ich mai juyt mine mete bidde : I-iiam ncuijt to guod fer-to, 1525

Ore louerd fat fedeth fe wilde bestes and foules : he mai me fede

al-so.

Ake bov-so it euere of me bi-come : god, jif it is his wille,

holde up fe rijtcs of holi churcho : fat heo fulliche naspille." 1528

Ase fia holi man in foujte stod : jwodere be mijtc wende,

J30 king of Fraunce, fat was so guod : sone he gan him word scndo

J)at he wolde bi-leue op-on is londe— : jware is heort best droit)

Choose he him-sulf, .and he wolde : finden him spense i-nouj. [fot.7s)

For it is soth i-seid, jwane a man is : In mest fonwe and teone,

Jeanne is ore louerdes grace next— : ase it was fare i-sene. 1534

U Jjis holi man nam is leue fare : mildeliche and softe,

And sore wcpinde he wende forth : he joxede and sijte wel ofte. 1536

)3e Abbot of pounteneye : sumdel forth-ward him broujte,

And Axede him jwi lie were : In so deolfule folate.

" Ichulle fe telle," quath seint thomas : "jwi ich carie so—

hot fat for ne telle no man fore : are mine ende-day beo i-do 1 1540

Ich am siker fat i schal jeot : deie in Martyrdom.

. Forto-nijt aso ich was a-slcpe : a wonder1 mctinge- me com.

U In fe churche of Caunterburi : me foujte i stod, i- wis, > ms. jmte

And striuede for holi churche : ajen fe kinge and his : 1544

J30 comen fere four knijtes gon : and smiten me opon fe croune

Ech after ofur, fat mi brayn : schedde al a-brod fare doune.

For [me] noufe1 ich fonki Ihe«u crist : fat i schal deijen so, • «'■ »•

Ake for mine Men i siche sore : I-not jwat heo schullen do." 1548

Jjis holi man wende forth : In care and deol bi wei$e,

Forto he cam to senouns : twelf mile fram pounteneic.
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HIM AND BEKET AT A CONFERENCE (AT OISORs).

U J)are he bi-lefde In soiourningo : aljie jwile fat he wolde, •*<

And fo king him fond to spene i-novj : of seluer and of golde. 1552

Jjis guode Man bi-lofdo fore : In pais and resto i-novj ;

An eucre he cared© for holi churche : fat J>o king dude hire wouj.

he sonde to fe kinge of Engolondo : fat lio scholde late beo stille

And ne wcorri non more op-on holi churche : jif it were is wille. 1556

Sono fas1 fo king of Engelonde : aso is wille him nam, '•*•«♦+•

Ouer se wende, ase god it wolde : and in-to Fraunce he cam.

11 )jo king of Fraunco was a-boute : jif god wolde him grace sende,

A-cordi him and eeint thomas : 3if he niijte it bringe to ende. 1560

So fat hco weren to-gadere i-broujt : at one daije I-set,

Scint thomas cam bi-fore fe king : and aso is louerd him gret,

And to is fet fel a-kne : he wep and crido is ore,

" haue reufe of holi churche : and ne weorre fov hire non-more, 1564

And fine wille i-chullo do : ase ich seido er, bi mine mijte,

Saue mine louerdes honur : and holi churche rijto."

U Jjo king makede him wroth i-novj for fat word : ase he hadde ofte

i-beo.

" Novfe je movwen," ho seide, " ecL-one : his falshcdo i-seo, 15G8

For man1 ne mijte don ope is* worde : nofing ajen is wille Ijttj?

J)at he ne wolde scgge fat icholde : al-holi churche spille < ,,. ^

And fat its were ajen godes lawe— : and In awyche mancre he mijte

f3.it lond destourbi and me bi-nime : mi fraunchisc and mi rijtei

And gode bischopos fare habbez i-beo : bi-fore him aso [30] wyten,

i-wis j

Ako, fat jo i-seon alle mine treowenesse : and fat al fo wronge is his :

And1 wiseste and fe beste bischopes : fat bi-fore him were, >•*.«• l»

A-jen fe meste fole kinge fat bi-fore me was : fair* hco heom bere :

Do he al-so a3en me noufe : and ich me pai3e wel i-novj ; pu, » b.]

And jif he is ajen fis fourme : me finchez he hauoz wouj : 1578

Ofur him finchez fat ncuere bischop : so wis aso ho non nas,

Ofur he me halt fe meste wrechcho king : fat euere i-bore was." 1580

II J30 seide fe king of Fraunco : and alio fat heorden fis : m (rm.icu.

" Certcs, fov bedest him loue i-novj : al fat wrong is his."

11 Seint thomas stod and bi-fou3te him : and gan to Biche sore,

" ))ei ichabbe i-haucd a-nuy : to come me is wel more. 1584



152 BEKET STOUTLY MAINTAINS THE CHURCH'S RIOHT8 AGAINST

K. HENRT. K. LEWIS OITES BEKET UP.

" Jif )>o bischopus," he seide, " bi-fore me : hadden i-do hcore valuta,

hit ne hadde i-beo non1 neod J>are-fore : to contccki ne to fi^te, >r.no»F

For are pis it were stable i-novj : fioruj gode inanncs sijte.

Ifoupc god for is grace : sonde holi churche hire rijto 1 1588

For pat pe bischopus bifore me wercn to nesclio : ase ich noupe i-findu,

pc studcfastoro i mot beo : opur it worth al bi-hinde.

Ich wot wel pat heo habbeth here-bi-fore : pe customcs in engelondo

.I.-vsed lieom al-to muche : holi churche to schonde ; 1592

And pei heo habbon i-bcon suffrcd longe : and to custome i-drawe,

JJ.tre ne may no man for-sope segge : pat heo booth rijt ne lawe.

For ore louerd louez rijt and sothnesse : and none vuele costomes,

i-wis,

And pat he schewez wel bi o word : pat In pe godspel is : 1596

For ore louerd euenez himself : to sothnesse pere,

Ake he ne eucneth him in none stude : to costomo pat ajein pe rijte

were.

J3aro-[forc] me pinchez rijt it is : pat we to sothpnesse drawe,

And dcstourbi pe vuele costomes : pat beth a-^ein pe lawe; 1600

J).ire-fore i-ncllc none costomes : soffri bi mine mijte

Jjat ajein sothnesse beoth : and a-jen holi churche rijte."

here man mai i-se pat vuele lawes : no guod Man nele a-fonge,

Ake destourbi heom mid al is mi^te : pei heo habben i-beo i-holde

longe; 1604

For he pat sosteinez vuele lawes : ase wel he haueth sunne,

bote he heom a-legge jif he may : ase he pat heom deth bi-gynnc.—

J)o pe king of Fraunce i-heordo : and opure pat pare were,

pat seint thomas ne dude pe kinges wille : no-ping apayd heo nere.

H " Sire bischop," quath pe king of Fraunce : " Ich i-soo wel novpe

pi wrong :

)je king pe boot loue i-nov : pet strif is nov on pe i-long. > r. wort 1610

AVolt1 pov noupe is lawes him bi-nimo : pat neuere him nere bi-nome,

po kingus heo[m] habbeth alle i-holde : pat bi-fore him habbeth i-come,

gret Maister pov woldest a-londe beo : to muche were pi power.

to mnche ich habbe honouret pe : In mine londe her; 1614

bote pov suffri him is ri^te lawes : Ichulle bi-como pi fo,

And jif we beoth pine fon bope : I-not jwodere pov mi}t go." 1616
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them, though he expects to be also banished from france.

11 Seint thomas heold him euere In on. : fo kingues heom makedea

wrofe,

And departed o frara him1 so : In greto wrathfe bofe ; > M8.h«a

huy fretnedon and maden noyse i-nor : seint thomas heold him

stille,

Rafur he woldc doth a-fongo : fane folie heoro lufere wille. 1620

Nov help crist seint thomas : for neodo he hath fcrc-to 1

Nov hope fe kingus booth is fon : 3 ware may he nov go 1 [M. n]

I-flemd he was out of Engclonde : and out of Fraunce also.

Alle is men maden deol i-nov : heo nusten 3w.1t forto do, 1624

And nameliche is cunnes-Mcn : fat for him i-flemd were.

" Louerd," heo soiden, " alias, alias : fat we lines nere !

For i-driue we beoth out of Engelonde : and neij of Fraunce al-so ;

louerd, )wat scholde more sorewe : fano us is i-comc noufe to 1 " 1628

H Seint thomas made him glad i-nov : and confortede is men a-non ;

" both stille," he seide, " 30 makiez deol : neodeles noufe ech-on ; "

And seide " 30 mouwen of-swinke ouwer mete : ase guode men doth

mani on ;

For boo 30 fram me, huy wolloz beo ouwer freond : fat noufe boot

ower fon. 1632

}c ne hahbez hate of no man : bote for me, with WOU3,

And beo 30 fram me i-wend : men wolloz louien ov 1-110113."

"A, sire, merci," fis ofure seiden : " we wuten wel al fis,

For us-sulf nis us nou3t : bote for fe, i-wis j 1636

We schullen wel noufe ore mete i-winne : ake we nuten 3wat for

schalt do,

bote fov schulle for honger dei3& : louerd, 3wefer fov schulle so 1 "

" Ich mai bidde mine mete," quath seint thomas : " for i-nam noojt

to guod fer-to ;

Ore louerd it 3elde heom alle fat ani guod : for his loue me habbez1

i-do. ir.wolln 1610

bi-twene borgoyne and prouence : ase men doth me onder-stonde,

gvode men beoth and al-mes-fole : f01113 kuynde of fe londe ;

Jif I-ne mot In Fraunce beo : fudere ichulle i-wende

And bidde mine mete for godes loue : ^if he me wole it sonde. 1641

?eot sum1 guod man me may i-soo : and it beo godes wille, > us. ma



154 K. LEWIS CHANGES HIS MIND, BEOS BERET'S PARDON, AND CON

TINUES TO HELP HIM. A SECOND CONFERENCE IS HELD IN TAIN.

And habbe revfe of me and beon min help : fat miseise me ne spillc."

His men for him and for hem'-sulf : mnkeden deol i-novj ; ■ us. wm

Jje guode man among al is wo : confortede hcora and I0113. 1648

Alias fe deol fat fare was : fat Swuch an heij man bi-tidde,

Jjat fe Ercliebischop of Caunterburi : is mete scholde bidde 1

Deore a-boujte he holi churche : and lioli churche rijto !

"Wei aujte ech man here-after drede : a-jen holi churche to fijte.— 1652

Asc ech man at ofur is leue nam : a-boute for-to wende,

And fe holi man In his side : jwodere god him wolde sende,

Jjare ase god wolde to bidde is mete : fort god him sende betere won,

god sende is grace a-mong heom alle : fat sorie wercn ech-on. 1656

H J»e kingus Messager of Fraunce : to seint thomas cam gon,

And seide fat is louerd him bad : come to him a-non.

H Fort* wende fis holi man : ake he nuste for jwuche finge ;

he tok him al-to godes wille : and cam bi-fore fe kinge. 1660

U A-non so fe king him snij come : a-jen him he gan gon

And ful a-doun to is fote a-kne : and crido him merci a-non ;

" blind," he seide, " ich habbe i-bu : and fat novfe ich onder-stonde.

Al mi lond to fine wille : ich take fe an honde; 1664

Jje 3\vule ich am in Fraunce king : ichulle finde fe i-novj,

For ich onder-stonde fe sofe noufe : fat fe king hath al fe wouj."

51 pe king sende fis holi man a-jen : to Senouns, i-wis, [w. »•>•]

And fond him fere spense i-nou3 : him and alle his. 1668

More he dude is mi^te jeot : and bi-tuene he sonde is sonde

For-to bringue a-cord bi-twene him : and fe kinge of enguelonde.

At Momartre In Fraunce : fis dai was i-noroe,

))udere weren fis kingues bofe : and seint thomas i-come. 1672

Jjo king of Fraunce dude is mijto : fat heo wercn to a-cord i-hroujt;

Ako fo hoo hadden to-gadcro i-spoko : al it was undo for noujt :

For fe king swor euere grete ofus : fat a-cord he nolde non

bote fe status of Clarindone : i-holde weren euerech-on ; 1676

And seint thomas swor fat bi is daije : he nolde farof holde non,

Rafur he wolde deth a-fonge : bote faro were ofor i-won.

So fat heo depnrteden with wrathfe : fo heo nolden non ofur do.

Seint thomas bi-gan to siche sore : and Inliche wep al-so, 1660

"Louerd," he seidp, "help me noufe : for fine swete fif wounde,
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BT THE AKCHB. OF YORK. THE POPE EXCOMMUNICATES ENGLAND.

Ofur holi churche is ope fe pointe : to beon i-broujt to grounde."

Maister bornard of bosham : fat1 is .0. clerk was, >ms. )>%t

In priueite bi-twcne hoom to : seide to seint thomas : 1684

" Sire," he seide, " ]>e mount-martre : fis hul i-cleoped is

Jjare ase je1 habbez pais bi-speke : of holi churche i-wis : **».mp

And ase }>e name seith of fis hullo : ase ich douti in mi foust,

Jjoruj fi martyrdom holi churche : worth formest to pais i-brouat"

f Sore sichinde seint thomas seide : "god woldo fat it were so

And foruj mine defe holi churche : Into riit pais were i-do, 1690

And fat ich hadde with mine blode : and with mine liue i-bouit

Jjat heo wero in rijtc lawe : and Into guod pais i-broujt 1 " 1692

A-jein Midsomer it bi-ful : fat fe king him gan onderstonde

And In wrathfe of seint thomas : weude In-to engelonde,

For-to saisi sire henri is sone : mid al is kinedom

And for-to crouny him—longe him foujte : are he fare-to com. 1696

And is conseil seide fat it was : mest of alio finge

Holi churche and seint thomas : In vnrijte for-to bringe ;

For fe Erchebischopes rijte it were : fat of Caunterburie is

To crouny fene kyng of Engelonde : and non ofur bischop, i-wis.

be king in prcludice of him : and to bi-nimen him is rijte,

Let ofur bischopes crouni is sone : and [cud]de a luyte mijte. 1702

f Four bi8chopu8 him crouneden : a-jen rijte and a-iein fe wone :

J>e Erchebischopof Euerwyke : and fe bischop of londone 1704

And fe bischop of salesburi : and of roucestre al-so ;

In seint peteres churche at west-Munstre : feos dede was ido.

J5e fader seruede fe sone : at fe mete a-dai,

And with [fe] reaume saisede him : ase al fat folk i-eai. 1708

Jje tyfingus of fusse fingue : to seint thomas huy come :

Of fulke on-riite he sende sone : to fe court of rome.

)>e pope him sende lettres ajen : and bulle fat he scholde

A-mansi fe king and is conseil : jwuch tyme fat he woldo,* 1712

And suspendi fe bischopes : fat swuch on-rijt duden fere, [>«.»]

And entre-diten al engelond : for-to it a-mendet were.

IT 8eint thomas heold fe lettres to him : for-to god him grace sende

JJat he mijte him-sulf fe neodes1 do : jwane he to engelond wende.—

Juyt cam king henri fe olde : efHone into Fraunce. i a. <*.



156 BEKET AND K. HENRY ARE RECONCILED FOR A WHILE, BUT HKNRT

REFUSES TO RESTORE CHURCH LANDS, AND AVOIDS THE KISS OK PEACE.

J)e king of Fraunce was cuero a-nuyd : of fulke desturbaunce 1718

And wende a-boute to makien a-cord : and bi-twcone he sende faste ;

So fat heo wercn, aso god it wolde : a-cordut at-fo laste. 1720

A-«einte Marie dai Maudeleyne : Idon was J>is dede,

In ane Mede fat men cleopiez juy to : " j>o traitores mede "—

Also ferde fulke a-cord : ase fe Mode i-cleoped was,

For fcr-aftur a luyte stounde : no-fing i-sene it nas. 1724

Muche heo speken In priueite : and in grcte loue heo wenden a-two,

And seint thomas wende fat fe king : al is willo wolde do.

Maister herebard of boseham : to fe kinge he sone wende

For fe foreward fat heo hadde bi-speke : ase seint thomas him

sende, 1728

And bad him hote jelde a-jcn : ase forth ase he mijto

Jjat is baillifs in is bischopriche : nomen with onrijte.

■ Je," quath fe king, " wolde he so 1 : jcot ho schal a-bide,

Ichulle i-wite hov he wole him bere : formest In ofur side ; 1 732

par-auntur so faire he may : bere him a-jcn me,

Jjat ichulle jelden him ech feorfing. : fare-fore cheose he."

H Maister herebard wende a-jein : ant tolde seint thomas fore.

"3e," foujte seint thomas : "fis pais is al-for-lore." 1736

Scthfe seint thomas him-sulue : to fe kinge he wende,

to speken more of fe a-cord : jif he it mijte a-mende.

Jje king him welcomede al lijtliche : ase he ne heolde noujt fer-to,

And wende him forth to heren is masse : and seint thomas al-so.

he was i-woned to habbe is masse : aso it ful to fe daij,1 'us-fcij;

And fo he let singen him fe soule-mosse : fat no-fing fare-to ne lai),

For he nolde noujt atfe pe's : ctissen seint thomas.

J>e holi Man foujte wel : jwat fe Anchaisoun was. 1741

Wei narewe fe king him gan bi-fenche : to derne is lufere fou^t,

Ake to him fat wot ech derne fing : fing1 it nas [to] hele noujt.

po fe Masse was i-do : In conseil longue heo stode ; * on. H»*

Wel ofte fe king him opbraid : fat he dude him er of guode, 1748 -

And jwuch a lovj man he cam to him : and In jwuche pouwer he him

And fat he anjte vuele a-jein him beo : )if he him wel bi-foujte.

So fat heo weren to-gadere longe : and fo heo hadden al i-do,
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THAT HE WILL BE MURDERD.

pal it luytel jwilo i-laste : with loue heo departeden ato.— 1752

f Seint thomas bi-gan to sike sore : po he gan him onder-stonde

Jjat ho hadde longe i-beo : oute of engelonde ;

}yi it were a-jein is wille : it Jioujte liim luper dede

p,\t is bischopriche so longe was : with-oute conseille and rede : 175C

to po king of Fraunce he wende furst : and to o)>ere guode and

hende cm. sob.]

And faire he tok is leue at heom : to engelond for-to wende ;

lie fonkede heom of alle honur : fat heo him hadden i-do ;

With fair conduyt and grot loue : fram heom he wende so. 17G0

Fram Fraunce he wende with gret honour : toward engelonde ;

At one hauene he gan a-bide : pat Men cleopiez jwit-sonde.1

Jje lettres pat he hadde of rome : to Engelond he sende, [< w c»i«i»]

to don pe sentence al a-brod : bi-fore him ase he wende. 1764

po Erchebischop of Eucrwyke : In sentence he let do

And pene bischop of salesburi : and of londone al-so ;

for heo hadden i-crouned pene jonge king : a-3011 pe digneto

With onrijte In is bischopriche : he a-mansede hem alle pre. 17C8

11 J30 po tifinge to heom cam : heo maden heom wropo i-novj,

And pietneden pis holi man : J>ei it were with wouj.

Seint thomas eode toward po schipe : In-to engelonde for-to wende :

A man pare cam fram engelonde : ajen heom,1 guod and hende. 1772

" A, sire," ho seide, " for godoslouo : ne passe noujt J>e so, ' r. him

For {tare booth knijtes in Engelonde : Iporueide pe for-to sle ;

At echo hauene Men a-waytiez : to kepe pe, roani on ;

Jif pou comest a-mong heom ovjt : fov worst a-slawe a-non." 1776

" Certes," quath pis holi Man : " Inelle no leng a-bide,

to Engelonde Ichulle me drawe : tide jwat bi-tide ;

bei icli boo drawe lime mele : I-nollo bi-loue non-more,

to longe ich habbe pannes i-beo : pat rewez me wel sore. 1 780

be soulene fat ich habbe pare for-to loke : six jer and more, i-wis,

With-oute wardein habbez i-beo : alias ! to longe it is.

A-slawe ioh wor)>e, wel ich wot : fare, are come oujt longe,

Ichnlle for holi churche 113 te : gladliche pone deth a-fonge. 1784

Ake biddez for me Ihom crist : i bidde cot par charite I

bi-fore alle ofere nameliche : 0 ping biddeth for me :
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£at god for is holi grace : to Caunterburi me sende,

bat ich mote a-liue oJm r ded : In-to mine owene churche [wende] ; 1 788

Jif i-ne mai fudere a-liue come : are ich i-martred beo,

Jjat mi bodi mote jwan icb am ded— : god it graunli me."

liis leue be nam wel deolfollicho : and to scbipe he wende so ;

he ponkede heom al honour : fat Men him hadden i-do, 1792

And bi-teijto al Fraunce Ihesu crist : and blessede it wel faste ;

J? >t folk wep and makede sorcwe gret : hcore deol longe i-laste.—

IT At douere were kni^tes jare : fat heorden of him telle,

Sone ase he come op fere : al aredi him to quelle : 1796

Sire Eeinaud of wareygne : and sire Randolf po brok ;

And also Gerueis fe schyrreue : gret folk with him tok,

to kepe pis holi Man at douere : ose he come op of )>o so,

And bote he wolde heore willo do : al-jaro him for-to sle. 1800

to pe hauene of sandwiche : fat scliip wel euene drouj—

pc ofere a-biden him alle at douere : with pretninge and boat i-nouj.

In pa schipes seile an heij : pis holi man let do [foi. ai]

Ane Croiz, fat Man fer isaij : Iseuwed fast*, fcr-to : 1804

Jjat was signe of is baner : ofur ne kepte he non.

Men stoden at sandwich and bi-hoolden : fe Croiz wel manion,

And seiden, "we i-seoth noufe hider-ward come : oure bischop

tliomas ; "

pc juyt he was fer in fe se : heo wusten jwot he was. 1808

Jjat cri was sone wide couth : fat folk orn faste i-novj,

And are he were to londe i-come : muche folk a-join him drouj.

heo criden and fonkeden Iliwu crist : fat heo mosten him a-liue i-sco,

And welcomeden him with Ioye i-novj : non more ne mijte beo.

Jjene fridde day of fe Aduent : bi-fore cristemasso it was

Jjat he to Engelonde cam : fe guode man seint tliomas ; 1814

J)e seuenfe jer fat he wende furst : out of engelonde—

Six jer and a Monthfe he was Acme : ase ich me onder-stonde. 1816

Jjis was endleue hondret jer : and sixti jcr and tene

After fat ore swete louerd : In is moder a-lijte, ich wene.—

> U pat word to fe knijtes cam : to douere of fis cas,

hov seint thomas fe holi man : at sandwych a-riued was : 1820

to sandwich heo wenden faste. : seint thomas heo founden a-non ;
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"With x lufer semblaunt and fals heorte : hoo welcomeden him

ech-on, » hs. wtthitk

And seiden, " hou hauestJ>ov fone wei : to engelonde i-nome,

p.d destourbest al fiat lond : gone bo fov art i-como, 1824

And al-so al-holi churcho : ase we alio i-seoth,

pat fov a-mansest fus feos bischopes : fat fine falawes booth 1

)3ov nujtest mid alio lawe : loue and pais a-rcro,

And fare nas neuere a-londe pais : sethfe fov bischop were 1 1828

Jif fov wenest wel for-to do : vrith-drauj fine dede sone ;

Ofur Man schal bi fe do : ase with swuch a man is to done."

IT " Mine leue freond," quath seint thomas : " sothf it is i-novj

fe mansinge fat ich let do : it was with rijto and noujt with wouj,

And bi mine louerdes leue fo king : fat ech man in rijto were,

pat so grot trespas ne wende forth : fat it a-mendet nere, 1834

And were eft-sone after-ward : with on-rijte and a-join lawe

In descrtison of mine churche : to costomo i'-drawe." • ms.u 183C

po fe knijtes hcorden fat fe king : consentede fer-to,

lico bi-lcueden al heore grete mod : and heore fretningue al-so,

And in faire Manere beden him : ondon is Mansingue,

to norisi louo with is fclawes : and bi-twene him and fe kinge. 1840

So fat respit bi-tuene heom : of fis Ansuere hco nome,

For-to seint thomas a-moruwe : to Caunterburie come.

H Seint thomas a-moruwe : to Caunterburi him drouj. **«•■««

Al fe contreie a-jcin him cam : with Ioye and blisse i-nouj. 1844

Ech preost somonede is paroche : clanliche in euerech ende

to beon alio jare a-jein him : with procession for-to wende :

So fat with processioncs : manie and faire i-novj,

"With croyz and with taperes : fe contreie a-jein him drouj.1 1848

pare was Ioie and blisse i-nouj : more ne mijte non beo ; [>u.ukj

heo fonkeden jeorne Ihc.su crist : fat a-liue him moaten i-seo.

Of bellene and of tabpurs : so grot was fe soun,

Of eche manere gleo and of song : fo he cam into toun, 1852

J)at man ne mijte i-heore non ofur fing : bote fe noise fat was so grot ;

Non more ioie ne mijto beo : fane fore was In euereche stret.

^T Ase ore louerd a-palme-sonenday : honovred was i-novj

bo he rod into Ierusalem : and toward is defe drovj, 1856
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Al-so was fis holi man : ase men mitten i-seo fere ;

Tor ore louerd wolde fat is dcth : semblable to his were.

Are seint thoinas fe lioli man : to is churche come,

Jje Monekus with procession : ajein him feno wei heo noma. 18G0

Of is palefrai he lijte a-don : and custe fe Monekes cch-on ;

to fe weuede wel mildeliche : heo ladden him a-non.

Jx> he hadde at churche i-do : al fat him was to done,

With is men wel mildeliche : to is In he wende sone.— 18C4

> IT Seint thomas ne hadde i-bco : at is paleis noujt longe,

Jjat fe knijtea ne comen : heore answere forto afonge.

heo beden him ase heo beden er : on-don is mansinge

And a-soilli fe bischopes1 : fat he let fare-Time bringe. > MS. bUcixpo

" bev freres," quath seint thomas : " fat ne mai i do nou^t,

For heo beoth In mansingo : foruj fe pope ibroujt, 1870

And .I.-ne mai noujt on-do is dede : 30 wuten wel, in none place.

Ake noujt-for-fan ich truste wel : so muche In his grace, 1872

Jjat ichulle a-soilli heom : In fusse fourme fawe :

Jjat heo don sikcrnesso for-to stondo : at holi churche lawe

And to fe lokinge of holi churche— : ake in ofur fourme non."

Jje knyjtes, fo heo herden fis : chidden fasto ech-on, 1876

And fo heo naddcn non ofur word : in wratlife forth heo wende

And tolden fe bischopes heore ansuere : fat heom fudere sende.

Jje bischopes maden heom wrofe i-nouj : ant fretneden him wel fasto.

Ake nafeles fe tweyne of heom : with-drowon heom atfe laste : 1860

% J>e bischop of salesburi : and of londonc al-so ;

to holi churche heo wolden stonde : and to is lokinge al-so.

IT Ake fe Ercliebischop of Euerwik : a-non-rijt heom with-sede :

" Dafeheit habbe fat so atstonde : so follicho at ower rede, 1884

For-to don us in is grace : fat euere hath i-beon ore fo

And hath i-don us niani a schame : and fanne he wolde wel mo 1

Jjei he habbe ouer ov power : oucr mo ne hauez ho non,

For irehebischop ich am, wel 30 wutez : ase wel ase he is on. 1888

Ich habbe a luytel Coffre : fat stant hoi and sount,

Atfe leste fare beoth Inne ^eot : Eijte hundret pound :

3are ich am to spene fat : and jeot me finches to luyte,

For-to a-wreken at wel of him : and for-to a-lcgge is pruyte. 1892 /
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"Wende we to fe kinge a-non : and telle him of is dede, [M.ss]

Jjut him ne tit neuero pais : bote he farof him rede."

1T Jseos freo bisohopua hasteliche : ouer se fone wei nome.

A luyte bi-fore cristemasse : to fe kinge heo come,

And founden him in Normandie. : a-doun heo fullen a-kne,

heo beden him holden op his honour : stifliche hore help to boo,

And tolden him hov fis holi Man : J>o he to londe cam,

Destourbede al-holi churche : and is kyncdam 1900

And hov he hadde with gret pruyte : In mansingo i-do

Al fat maden is sone king : and consenteden fare-to,

And hov in deapit of him : he dude swuch lufer dede,

And fat he ne scholde neuere in pais boo : bote he nome an-of ur to

rede. 1904

IT J3e king, fo he heorde fis : for wrathfe he was neij wod, h»« into*,

he code op and doun ase witles : and ofte in foujte stod.

" ?if he a-mansez alle fat maden : mine sone king," he seide,

" Mid fe furste he a-mansez me : for it was min owene dede. 1908

fie traitur a-spillez al fat lond : and bringez us in wrechhede,

ho niijte In swuch son,we : longe eni lif ledel"

Ofte he corsede alle feo : fat he haddo forth i-broujt,

Of fe false preost and is fo : fat heo ne a-wreke him noujt, 1912

Jjat destourbede al fat lond : and broujte in wrechhede ;

Ase he eode op and doun1 : ofte fat word he seide. » Ms.doadooa

IT )je kni3tes fo [heo] heorden fis : stoden some stille,

And bi-f0113ten heom wel priueliche : to paid fe kinges wille. 1916

be foure fat mest schrewes weren : bi-foi^tcn hem of guyle :

Sire reynaud le fiz ovrs : and sire huwo de moruile

And sire willam traci : and sire Richard de bruiz—

heore names for heoro schrewehede : ne booth nout for-}ite juyt 1920

huy nomen heom to rede stillelicho : to passi fe se,

to paie fe kingus wille : seint thomas for-to ale.

Stillelicho heo wenden forth : fat no mau it nuste ;

heo weren neijwat atfe se : are fe king it wuste. 1924

bo fe king it onder-jat : After heom he sende

bat heo bi-lefde heore folie : and ajenward to him wende.

Ake fis messager ne mijto noujt : ouer-take heom for none ginne,

LCOENDS OP SAINTS. X
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For are he cam to fe se : heo weren fer with-Inne. 1928

Jx> made fe king deol i-nov : fat heo weren forth i-wond

And fat is messagor ne ouer-tok heom noujt : fat he after heom hadde

i-send.—

1T Scint thomas at Caunterburi : a-midewynteros dai

Stod and prechede al fat folk : fat mani a man i-sai. 1932

In is precliinguo he bi-gan : to siche swife sore,

And deol and sorewe made i-nov : ne mijte no man more ;

Swife sore he gan to wepe : fe teres omen a-doun.

Jjaro was mani wepinde Eijo : wel sone jcont al fe toun. 1930

" Mine leue freond," quath fis holi man : woopiude suyfe sore,

" Ouwer preost ich habbe ane jwyle i-boo : ake i-ne mai no lengoro

more,1 > ThU ?. added on the bottom.

*For min ende-dai is neij i-come : I-ne worfe here noujt longe;

Ich am redi for holi cburche rijte : deth for-to afonge. [' foi.nbj 1940

biddez for me for godes loue : and for holi churche al-so,

Jjit geth al-mcst noufe to grounde : bote god nime jeme far-to.

Deth ichulle wel fain take : jwan it is godus willo,

For fe rijte of holi churche : rafur fane heo spille." 1944

bok and candelo he nam a-nou : and a-manscde i^t fere i us. wornden

Alle fat werreden ' holi churche : and a-jeiu hire rijtcs were, • r. Drok

And nameliche sire randolf fe brok : and sire robert de bruyz2 also,

J)at fe Erchebischope of Caunterburi : gret on-rijt habbez i-do. 1948

For fe jwuyle fat ho was out of londo : fe king henri bi-tok

Jje bischopriche al for-to loke : sire Bandolf fe brok,

And he mad Robert de brok : is clerk fat was fo,

Of al f is wardein onder him. : fat dude is londe wel wo ; 1952

For he destruyde al fe bischopriche : and to him-sulf nam i-novj,

And dude him fair bold a-rere : of fat he nam with wouj.

jTer-inne a-criste-masse dai : fo fe mansinge was i-do,

he sat and .et wel noblelicho : and manic with him al-so. 1956

Seint thomas (I)1 caste houndes of is bred : fat In- fore him lai,

And euerech hound it for-sok : ase al fat folk i-saij. ' £^r m^"

po handlede he ofur bred : and let menge hit at fe laste

Wit ofur bred fat lai bi-side : and to fe houndes let it caste. 1960

Al fat he i-handlet hadde : fe houndes al for-lote,
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And chosen out fat ofur fare~a-mong : and wel clanliche it ete.

jx? guodnesse1 was on him i-sene : a-non-rijt fat ilke dai, »•«■—*p

Jwane fe houndes fat bred for-soken : fat bi-fore him lai. 1964

% bi a fridai fulke jcres : was cristcmasse-dai,

jjare was gret miracle of god : fat al fat folk i-sai.— 1■

IT Jjis four lufere knijtes : of jwuche we gunne telle,

to engelonde wel sono coraen : seint thomas to quelle. 1968

to fo castel of salt-wode : a-seint Iohanes dai heo come, :

Six milene fram caunterburi : and fare hcore In boo nome;

And sire Randolf fe brok : to hem cam wel sone.

hcore conscil heo nomen fulke ni)t : fe lufere dodo to done. 1972

Jjono morewe, a-childre-masse dai : fo god fene dai sonde,

Sire liandulf fe brok wel stilleliche : to Caunterburi he wende,

For-to enqueri of seint thomas : jwaro heo mijten him finde,

)3at he nc drowe him noujt a-wei : ne hudde him nojwere bi-hinde.

1T )}is knijtos fene Tywesdai : no lengore nolden bi-leue, wmm.

Ake wenden heom to Caunterburi : wel are it were eue. 1978

A luyte bi-fore compelin : to seint thomas heo come ;

))«ne rijto wei ful baldeliche : In-to is chaumbro heo nome. 1 980

heo comen and founden him stilleliche : In is chaumbre stonde

With priue clorkes : and grot conseil hadden on honde.

Sire Reynaud le fiz ours : grimlicho forth i-wende,

" Sire," he seide, " ore louerd fe king : in message us hidere sende1,

Fram him out of Normandie : Ane hoste we habbez i-broujt, [» M. s»]

J)at fov do is heste— : ne bi-lef fov it noujt, 1986

And fat fou wende sone to is eono : fat jong king i-mnked is,

For-to a-mendi ajeinest him : fat fov hast is fader i-don a-mis, 1988

And swer fene othf to boon him trewe : and of fo baronie al-so

Jjat fou halst of him in chef : do fat fo[u] aujtcst him for-to da

Jfc) clerkes fat fov bringest with fe : jif here-ate heo wollez at-stonde,

Schullen suerie fe kinge trewe to beo : ofur heo schullen out of londe."

H " Bev frere," quath seint thomas : " I-nelle fe no-fing lie,

be kinge ichulle don rijt and lawe : of fe baronie. 1994

Ake nolde it god fat holi churche : onder fote were so

bat ich ofur mine clerkus : scholdcn ani othf fe kinge do. 1996

For fov wost wel alle fe lewede Men : fat booth In his londe,

ii t
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Xe sweriez him noujt fene oth : as ich me onder-stonde.

Xov wolde 30 boli churche : In grete seruage do,

In more fane ani lewede man beo 1 : nai, it ne worth nou jt go." 2000

1T " Me Jiinchez wel," quath sire Reynaud : " Jiat fov nclt do no-)>ing

Of fe heste fat we bringez : fraru ore louerd fe king I

Also in is half we hotez fe : fat fov a-soili al-so

his bischopes fat fov bast : In mansinge i-do." > us. qmtiiy 2004

IT " bev frere," quathf 1 seint thoraas : " it nis mi dede noujt,

Ake foruj fe popes owcne mouthf : in sentence heo beoth i-broujt :

H And fou wost wel it ne fallez noujt to me : fe popus dede on-do."

" pei fe pope it hote do," quat sire Reynaud : " foruj fe it is i-do."

IT " jif fo pope hath," quath thomas : " In sentence i-broujt 2009

hcom fat babbez me mis-don : he ne mis-paiez me noujt."

H " In eche manere fov schewest wel " : sire Reinaud seide fo,

"For-to a-nuje ore louerd fe king : and fat fov art is fo. 2012

Jware-fomj we i-seoth wel : fat fov wilnest to don him wo,

And voidest beo king in is stude— : ake fou ne worst neuere so—

And }if fou mijtcst, bi-nime him is crovne— : ake so ne schal it noujt

gO." 1 > twth linn tranipOMd In other MSS.

■mmm. If " Certes, bev frere," quath seint thomas : " I-ne fenche no-fing

fer-to, 2016

Ake rafur ichulle him fer-to helpe : so muche so ich mai,

And for him and for bis honour : ich biddo nijt and dai.

For fare nis noufe man on eorfe : fat ich louie, i-wis,

So muche ase him, sauue is fader : fat jeot mi louerd is. 2020

A-eeinte Marie dai Maugdelcyne : for-sofe i segge fe,

J30 fe a-cord was formest i-maked : bi-twene mi louerd and me,

he seide me fat ich lete a-mansi : olio fat hadden mis-do 2023

Mine churche fat is his owene Moder— : and ich habbe idon so."

1T ■ A-voy, sire preost," quath fis ofur : " to muche fov spext nei),

bov desclaundrest fin owene louerd : fov ne art nofer guod ne sleij I

nam. Seistfov fat mi louerd fe king : In mansinge let do

Alle fat maden is sone king? : ne consentede he fer-to? 2028

Has it al is owene dede : and bi none ofur manues lore! [M.«»J

A-voy, aire preost, bi-fench fe bet : ne seie fov so namore."

ttcsM. U "Cartes, sire," quath seint thomas : "fou wost wel it was so,
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For pou were pare pi-self po : and inanie opere per-to, 2032

bischopu8 and Erchebischopus ek : and opcre grete and heije,

3e fif hundred men and mo : al-so pov wel i-seije."

U " beo stille," quath pis lupere knijt : " hold pinne moutbp, ich rede,

Jjov niis-seist mi louerd pe king : dapeit alle pat it scide 1 2036

ho mi^te soffri swuch sclaundre : bote he nome par-of wrechet

bi pe fei pat Echal to god : man schal pe an-opur teche 1 "

his felawes eucrechone : licore Amies a-brod caste

And ferden ase Men pat wcren wode : and prctneden him wel foste.

to pe Monekus heo wenden a-non : " comieth hero forth," he seide,

" Jo holdeth hero pe kingus fo : witiez him wel, ich rode ;

J)at 30 to pe kingus willo : is bodi je1 habben al-jaro, >oo.ji

Opur he schal ouwer londes aboutc : and ower mancres maken wel

bare 1 " 2044

U " Sire Reynaud," quath seint thomas : " wcnslpou pat ichulle fleol it™

Nai par deu, noujt a fote : for pe king ne for pe." 2046

f " bi god, sire bischop," quath pis opur : " bi pat pou wost pen ende, hum.

Jji fleoinge schal beo luyte wurth : pou ne schalt noujt wel fer wende."

Jsis knijtes in grete wratlipe po : wenden heom forth ech-on,

And leten heom army swype wel : and comen a-jen a-non,

W[i]th suerdes and with axes : and with opere armes mo ;

Robert de brok, pe lupere clerk : he was with heom po. 2052

Into pe cloistre of Caunterburi : with grete noyso heo comen weuc,

J)e Monekus songen Euesong : for it was wel-neij eue.

Some for pe grete noyso : fullen a-doun for fere,

And some bi-gonne to floon a-boute : ase men pat witlese were. 2056

Seint thomas nam ane Croyz : ake opure armes non,

And pare-with wel baldeliche : he eode a-jein is fon.

]3is Monekus ornen1 to him some : " sire, merci," heo seiden, > xs.onum

" For godes loue a-bid jut here : ore louerd po mai juyt rede ; 2060

Soffre pat we helpen pe : opur pat we with pe dcije."

Some wolden makien pe doren : po heo pat folk i-soije.

"bi-leuez," quath pe holie Man : " 30 no doth noujt as pe wise,

Singuth forth ower auesong : and doth ore louerd is seruise. 2064

Man ne schal of holi churcho : castel maken non.

latez foles ane stounde a-wede : and in heore folie gon 1 "



1G6 CROSS IN HAND, BEKET BOLDLY MEETS THE ASSASSINS. I1E

KNEELS DOWN, BOWS HIS HEAD, AND PRAYS FOR HOLY CHURCH.

Jje knijtcs comen reken In : hcoro folie for-to do,

And seiden, " 3 ware is noupe pis traitour : and )>is false bischop

alsot" 2068

. U Seint thoraas bar po Croiz on honde : and answerede is fon :

" Ich am here, godus preost : ake traitour nam ich non.

Sechcz bim pat wole ov fleo : opur pat drede ovwer pretninge :

Uon rediore ne beoth ower swerdes : me to depe bringue 2072

Jfcit min heorte prestore nis : pene dep for-to take ;

For pe ri^tes of holi churche : I-nelle noujt det for-sake." [fci. m]

J)are wcndc forth on of heom : and is huyre of him drouj,

And is mantel a-non after-ward : with gret uilte i-nou). 2076

Sire Reynaud le fiz ours : pursiwede him anon.

U "Sire Reynaud," quat seint thomas po : "hovBchal pis noupe gonl

Ofte ich habbe pe guod i-do : and manie opure mo."

" J)ot schalt sone," quath pis opur : " i-wite hou it go. 2080

Traitour, pou art ded a-non : non opur nelle ich do."

" For-sope," quath pis holi man : " wel prest ich am per-to,

For pe rijtes of holi churche : dcije ichulle wel fawe,

3if heo mijto perc-after-ward : in pais beo and in lawe. 2081

Ak ich or bidde jif 30 sechez me : in ovre louerdes name,

J)at je ne comen ncij non opur man : harm ne do ne schame ;

For non opur gulti nis : of pat je witez me,

heo buth alle gultlcse bote ich one : par-of sikere 30 beo ; 2088

And al-so ase heo gultlese beoth : harmles latez heom wende."

Jje guode man sat a-doun a-knco : po he sai al pe ende ;

Forto a-fonge pene stronge deth : is heued he buyde a-doun,

And softe, ase some i-herden : he seide pis orcsoun : 2092

U " Ore louerd and seinte Marie : and seint Denis al-so

And alle pe avouwes of pis churche : In 3 was ore ich am i-do,

Ich bi-take mine soule here : and holi churche rijte."

Jeot he bad for holi churche : po he nadde non opur n^tc 1 2006

Sire Reynaud le fiz ovrs : mest schrewe of ech-on,

For-to smite pis holi man : is swerd he drou3 a-non.

U Ake Edward grim, pat was is clerk : in g[ra]unte-brugge i-bore,

his louerd to helpe jif he mi3to : his Arm he pulte bi-fore. 2100

be woundede is Ann swype sore : pat blod orn facte a-doun.



BEKET RECEIVES HIS A8SASSIN8' STROKES ON THE HEAD ; THE LAST 167

STROKE DASHES OUT HIS BRAINS. THE BLOOD FORMS A DIADEM.

■\V[i]th Jmlke dunto he smot al-so : seint thomas ope bo croun, "

Jjat blod orn bi1 is face a-doun : In is rijt half of }>e wounde. ' JJ^1*1 """•

Lovde gradde bis lubere knijt : " smitcz alio to grounde 1 " 210*

Edward grim and1 alle is men : fat bo a-boute him were, > Ms. «ndm<i

At-orncn a-boute ech in is side : opo (jo weuodos for fere.

Ase it bi ore louerd ferde : bo be giwes him nome :

his desciples flovwen anon : men nustcn jware heo bi-come ; 2108

For in be godspel it is i-writcn : bat ore louerd him-solf seide

" } wane a man srait bene schephcrde : be schep wollez to-spredo ";

And ore loucred bad for is desciples : bat men no scholden hem1 non

harm do. * Ms. him

Jjaron boujto scint thomas : ho bad for is men al-so. 2112

An obur knijt smot seint thomas : in bulke sulue wounde,

And made him bouwic is face a-doun : and loke toward be grounde.

)3o briddo in bulke sulue stude : bare-after him smot a-non,

And makede him louto a-doun : is face to be ston. 21 16

In bulke studo be fcorbe smot : bare be obcre hadden er i-do,

)3at be point of is swerd brak : In be Marbre ato.—

U Joot bat ilko point at Cauntcrburi : be Monekus doth wite, [foi.etb.j

For honour of bo holi man : bat bare-with was i-sniite.— 2120

With bulke stroke he smot al of : }>e schollo and bo crouno,

Jjat but brain ful on bo pauement : al a-brod bare doune.

bat 3wite brayn1 was i-meind : with be rede blod bere, > ms. \>njm

Jj.it colur was wel fair to seo : bei ich1 reulich were > ai.hu 2124

Al round it orn a-bouto is hcucd : ase it were a dyaderae,

And al-round bare-a-bouten it lay : jware-of men token grote jeme.

For 3wane men peyntiez an Anletnesse1 : 30 no sooth it 110113 1 bi-louod

bat bere nis depeint a Roundel : al-a-boute be heued : ' <u. inim 2128

)3at rondel men cleopiez bo diademe. : for manie i-seien bat cas,1

bi be diademe of is brayno : bat he holi was. ' at. •• me mj b«r a uir «

po bis holi man i-martrot was : bis ki^tcs graden ech-on,

" bis traitour is to debo i-broujt : wende we honno a-non. 2132

Siwinth us 30 kingus men alle : and alle bat with him booth I

Of bis tray tur 30 booth a-wreko : ase 30 noube i-seotL

he bou3te beo herre bane be king : and bi-nimen him is croune

And bringo to noujt al engolond : ake noube he lijth fare doune."



168 THE ASSASSINS THEN RIFLE BEKEt's PALACE IN CANTERBURY,

AND BEND THE CHARTERS THET FIND TO THE KINO.

Ase fe gives bi ore loucrd seiden : fo heo wolden him to dcfe do,

Jjat he made him kin[g] and non nas : and godcs sone al-so.

po f is lufere knijtes wercn : fram f is holi man igon,

Robert de brok him bi-foujte : and turnede him a-;en a-non 2140

And poru} fo scollo smot is sword : deope with-Inno is heued,

po fe scollo al amti was : and no brayn Inne bi-leued.

Ase fe giwes leten smite ore loucrd : to J>o heorte grounde

After fe defe with a spcro : and maden fo fifto wounde. 2144

H J}is lufere men alio in one stude : smitcn seint thoraas,

In }>e scollo rijt euene a-brod : faro is crouno was.

he nas noujt fe man )>at he wolda : is heued ones with-drawe

Ne fondi for-to fleo heore strokes : no ones a-weiward wawe, 2148

Ne noujt enes groni ne makien cri : bote mildeliche and softe

Euere he heold is heued forth : al-j>ei heo smitcn him ofto.—

ph lufere knijtes wendtn a-non : to is tresorio,

broken is doren and is coffres : and duden grot robberie ; 2152

beo nomen is elopes and is hors : and is tresor al-so.

Clinrtrcs and ojrar priue writes : fat in is coffres wercn i-do,

Leo it bi-token sire Randolf de brok : fat he fare-with wende

to fe kinge in-to Norcmandie : And segge fat heo him sonde 2156

And fat he dude fare-with j wat he wolde : and jif fare ani wore

Ajen is wille ofur is fraunchise : fat he1 sone to-tere. > hs.imo

A-mong is tresor heo founden al-so : tweie wel stronge heren : 2159

"Wei CUiclio heo casten licom a-wei : ase fei heo noujt wurth nere.

Ake nafelcs heo bi-foujten heom fo : and wcren somdel in fere,

And seiden bi-twene heom stilleliche : " guod man we wenoz he were."

Sire willam tract tolde sethfe : of fis guode man soint thomas

pa bischope of Eccetre in is schrifte : ase he of him i-schriue was :l

)5at fo fe guode man was a-slawe : and heo ovtward were, 0 w. uj

So sore heom a-gros fat heo weren : neij witlese for fere; 2166

For heom foujte euero ase heo coden outward : ne wenden heo no so

bliue,

£at fe eorfe openede onder heom : for-to swolewen hem a-liuo.—

1T Jx> fis guod man i-mnrtred was : and fe knijtes weren out i-gon,

In-to al fe toun of Caunterburi : couth it was anon. 21 70

J>at folc cride deolfulliche : and to churche heo drowe



THE PEOPLE GATHER BEKET*8 BLOOD. HI8 BODT IS PRIVATELY 169

BURIED IN CANTERBURY CATBEDRAL BT THE CANONS.

And onovreden fat holi bodi : and custen it ofte i-nowe. 2172

J30 Monokus coraen sone J>or-to : and fis holi bodi toko

And leidon fairo In ono bere : and bi-fore )>e Autere it bi-woko.

Jjat face was jwyjt and cler i-nonj : and no blod nas far-innc,

bote fram fe rijt half of is frount : toward fe left chinne 2176

A 8mal rowe (lere was of blodo : fat ouer is nose drou3 ;

More blod )>ar nas in al is face : ase folk i-saij i-nouj.

J)o woundene bleddcn al fe nijt : and men henten faro-of, i-wis—

And In fe churche of Caunterburi : of fulke blode jeot is. 2160

Ake he nas neuere of fe worse hewo : for al fat he bkdde fere,

bote in guode hcowe and cler inov : rijt ase he Hues were,

And soradel leyjinde with f>e moufe— : he lai ase fei he slepe.

Muche folk was a-boute him : fat blod for-to kepo, 2184

And forto gaderi of fe blode : fat i-sched was on fe grounde,

And of fat eorfe fat was bi-bled : and glade weren jwan hco it

founden—

IT For fat nolde heom noman wcrno— : ficke a-wei men it drouj ;

And ho-so mi} to cues fat bodi cusse : he was gladi-nou}. 2188

A-morewe fe lufere knijtes : Armeden heom cft-sone

And with-oute toun nome heore red : jwat heom was to done ;

heo bi-radden for-to nime fat holi bodi : and with wilde hore to-drawo

And scthfo hangen it on a waritreo— : heo seiden fat it was lawe,

For he nas nou^t wuyrfe to boon i-burod : In churche ne In churche-

jcrd.

fje Monekus foujten fis swife wel : and weren ful sore a-ferd : 2194

heo burcden fat holi bodi : hasteliche fere-bi-side

With luyte solempnete i-novj : for heo ne dorsten no leng a-bide :

bis holi bodi was i-bured : In fe niunstre of ih«u crist,

bi-fore seint Austinos weuede : and seint Iohancs fe baptist 2198

heo ne dorsten noujt so longue : for-to fat bodi i-wasche were,

Al ongreifet to leggen it In : [heo] heijeden bliue for fere. 2200

Ase heo strepten of is clofes : al a-boue heo founde

Clerkene clofes ase him to bi-feol : and ofere bi fe grounde :

Monekene Abite with-Inne : ase heo founden fere,

bofe Covele and stamin : he founden next is here. 2204

So fat he was Monek with-Inne : and seculer with-oute—



170 beket's flesh is full of worms, kino henry is greatly

grieved : he shuts himself up for forty dats.

Xuste no man is priueite : of fa[t] him was a-boute.

And next is flesche fe here was : with knottes mani on,

Jjat deope in is flesche seten : some rijt to fo bon ; 2208

Jjar-of he hadde schurte and brech : luytol aise he rnijte i-fele, [M. » b.j

So fat he was fare-innn i-bounde : fram fe scholdre to fe hele ;

With luytel aise he mijto sitte : and ful on-aisi-liche ride,

And on-aisilicho ligge also : opon ofur side, tuu t. on Um margin. 2212

Ful of wormes was is flesch : to al ofur wo,

In none creature, ich onderstonde : neuore no wcren i-seie mo ;

For in euereche stude of is flesche : so ficke lien wcren i-scte,

Jjat fe greto ne rni}t~n for fe smale : comen to heore meto; 221G

Faste heo schoucn and nropen al-so : ase ametcne ' al a-boutc, ' JJJJJJJ?

Ake fe smale cleoueden faste to : fe greto bi-lefden with-oute.

II he deide endleue houndret jcr : and seuenti and on

After fat ore swete louerd : of is moder nam flesch and bon. 2220

Of frco and fifti jcres cide : him-sulf ho was fo—

Mani a fair dai he hadde i-leoucd : in care and in wo.—

J)o king was in normandie : and her-of nuste noujt :

he made deol and sorewe i-nouj : fo fe tifinge him was i-broujt.

In fe Castel of Argenteyn : ho soiornede fo ;

With-oute fe jates ne cam he noujt : fourti daises ne mo, 2226

Ake euere he heDld him iu priuete : In wepingo and ofur wo ;

For none noode fat Man mijte habbe : with-oute he nolde go ; 2228

Ne roujte he no-fing of fe world : wel luyte he eat al-so ;

J)e sorewe and fo deol fat he made : ne mijto neuere beo i-do.

he sende a-non to Caunterburi : for fis deolful dede

And bad fe Monekus pitousliche : fat heo for him bede ; 2232

And sende heom fat it nas : no-fing bi is rede,

Ake fat fe knijtes wenden forth : and no-fing him fore ne scide,

And fat he sende after heom : for-to comen a-je,

U And are fe messeger were to heom i-conio : huy weren fer in fe so.

to fe popo al-so god : fe king sende sone

And bad is conscil pitousliche : jwat him were to done, 2238

he bad him for fe loue of god : In swyche anguise him rede,

pat he were i-schriue and a-soilled : of so lufer a dede. 2240

pe pope hadde ful gret pite : fat he swuch word him sende,



THE POPE SENDS TWO LEGATES TO ABSOLVE KING HENRY FROM 171

THE GUILT OF BEKET's MURDER. THE KING'S PENANCE.

U And gret Ioyo for he hadde wille : is iif for-to amonde.

twei cardinales he sendo him : wise men bofe to,

to schriuen him of fulko sunne : and a-soilli him al-so, 2244

And fe bischopus for-to a-soilli al-so : J>at weren in mansinge.

Welle, fat fe Cardinales : welcome weren J>o kinge I

Jjo king bad heom deolfullicho : to schriuen him of fe dedo,

And bi-bet heom studefastliche : to stondon al-to heore rede. 2248

he swor on fe halidom : fat foruj him nas it noujt,

Xs bi is wille, ne bi his heste : fat he was to dcfe i-broujt ;

And jet he seide fat for is fader defe : so sori man he nas,

No for is moderes no-fo-mo : Aso he for is defo was ; 2252

And he seide he wolde with guodo heorte : alle fe penaunces a-fonqo

Jj.it hco wolden on him legge : ne weren hco no so stronge :

For he was enchaison of is defe : and of is anuy al-so : [M.ttj

jje knijtes, for-to paien him : broujten him fer-to. 2256

IT jjo fe Cardinales i-seijen f is : fat he to repentaunce drouj,

heo a-soileden him and setten on him : stronge penaunce i-nouj,

In priuete ase rijt was : fat no man far-of nuste,

And fis al-so fat ichulle novfe telle : fat alle Men of wusten. 2260

his priue penaunces some weren : fastingo for-to make,

And In fale tymes linne cloth and schurte of selk : for is sunnes

for-sake. n. ttSl-t om. In Dm oth.r MS8.

In-to fe holie londe he scholde rindo : to hundret knyjtcs, to fijte

Al ano }cr with fe templers : for holi churche rijto ; 2264

IT And fat he scholde fe status of Clarindone : al clanliche with

drawe,

Jjoru jwuche statuz fis holi man : i-broujt was of lijf-dawo ;

And fat he clanliche joldo a-jein : al fat bi-nome was

be bischopriche of Caunterburi : for wrathe of scint thomas ; 2268

And fat ho scholde is vuele wille : also clanliche for-jiuo

AUe fat he hadde out of londe : for wrathe of him i-driue.

be king grauntede al heore wille : weopinde swife sore,

And seide fat it was to luyto : and bad on him legge more, 2272

And jeot, " al to ouwer wille here : mi bodi ich bi-take,

Jiueth me penaunces i-nowe : I-nelle neuer on for-sake."

he wende out atfe Churche dore : a-soiled forto boo,



172 bow beret's death became miraculously known in

jerusalem within a fortnight, through a vision.

And aeide fat he nas noujt wurthe : fat men scholde him with-inno

i-sco ; 2276

And ivith-oute churche pitousliche : he sat a-doun a-kne.

Ake fe Cardinales nolden noujt : is hodi al on-wrco,

And somdel a-boue is clofes : heo a-soileden him rijt fero ;

For deol heo weopen pitousliche : and manie fat fare were. 2280

his sono al-so made one bi-heste : with wel drcorio chore :

Jjo faderes penaunce to folfulle : jif he of power nere 2282

Ofur 311 he felle in-to foblo stat : fat he ne mijto it nou^t ful-ende,

Opon him-self fe charge he nam : and dude ase guod and hende.

Jjus was fe holi man : i-broujt to martyrdom ;

Mani was fe fair miracle : fat for him sone com.1— Irttw/taou/jn..

. % For In Ierusalemes londe men wusten : of is martyrdom

"With-Inne fe furste fourtene-Nijt : fat he fe det nam. 2288

For a Monek in fulke londe : In is defe vuele lai,

And is Abbod cam to him : bi-fore is cndc-dai1

And conlutede him* fat he scholde : after is dcfo fere • ms. him b»thim

to him comen and tollen him fore : in $wuch stat he were. 2292

So fat fis Monek deide sone : ase ore louerd jaf fat cas.

to is Abbod sethfe he cam : ase he I-coniourcd wan,

And seide fat he i-saued was : In fe Ioie of heuene an heij ;

he tolde him muche of fe Ioye : f.it he fare i-sci). 2296

he tolde him fat fulke tyme : fat he to heuene cam

pe Erchebischop of Caunterburi : folede martyrdom,

And fat is soule fulke tyme : to heuene wende a-non ;

" Fair was fat processioun : fat a- jcn him cam gon 2300

Of Aungles and of parriarks : and of apostles al-so,

Of Martirs and of confessours : and of virgines fcr-to.

heo nome alle feos holi soule : And bi-fore ore louerd sone tw. km

broujten hire with Ioye and blisse : ase he sat in is throne. 2301

his croune was al of i-smite : and blodi was is heucd,

And is brayn was al i-sched : fare nas noujt bi-leued.

H 'Thomas, thomas,' quath ore louerd : ' fus it fallex to fe

To fine louerdus court to come : In swuche manere to me I 2308

For fi seruise ich fe jyue : ase muchel Ioie and blis

Am ich jai seint peter : fat min Apostel is.'



FIVE TEAnB AFTER, WHEX THE TOUXO HENRT MAKES WAR OS 173

BIS FATHER, THE CLD KINO VISITS BEKET'S TOMB.

ho setto ano Croune op-on is licued : of golde clor and guod,

Swype wel bi-cam pat bi^te gold : op-on po rede blod. 2312

More Ioio ne mijte non bco : fane In heuene for him was,

For po Erchebischope of cauntcrburi : is name was scint thomas.

Jje Tywesdai after Cristcmasso : pe fursto Jj.it fere cam,

pk lioli man in Engelonde : poledc martyrdom ; 2316

And jwan pov i-heorst of is depe telle : of Men of Engelonde,

J)ov i-leue me of pis tile : and pe sope ondor-stonde."

po Abbod sone a-morewo : ne fur-jat noujt seint thomas,

Ake fo patria[r]cke of Ierusalem : he tolde al hov it was. 2320

So pat forpere in pe jere : it was wel onder-stonde,

po pilegrimes pudero comen : out of Engelonde,

In jwat manere he was a-slawe : and jwuch tyme he was ded :

pe pilegnmes tolden al pe sope : ase pe Monek hadde er i-seid. 2321

pus was i-kud In Ierusalem : pe deth of seint thomas

With-Inne pe furate fourtene nyjt : pat he i-martrcd was.—

11 po fifte jer, ich onder-stonde : after is martyr-dom

bi-twene kyng henri and is sone : gret contek pare bi-com. 2328

pe sone bi-cara prout a-non : for is kynedom,

And of is fader tolde luyte : and werre ope him nam.

pe meste del was with is sone : of al Engelonde,

And pe kyng of Fraunce al-so : and pe king of scotlonde. 2332

So pat pis seli oldeman : In sorewe was I-novj.

Al he it waste pe lupere dede : pat man seint thomas a-slonj.

he wcnde him out of Xormundio : to-ward Engelonde,

Are he come to Caunterbiri : he nolde noujwere at-stondc ; 233G

And po he cam fer w[i]th-oute pe toun : he gan to lijte a-doun,

Al a-fote and bare-fot : he wendo into pe toun.

In is Curtel one and on-gurd : ase al pat folk i-saij,

Kijt so he wende to pe stude : pere seint thomas lai. 2310

At is toumbe he feol a-doun a-kneo : wepinde wel sore,

he heold op is hondene deolfollicho : and cride him mike and ore.

% Wepinde in is oresones : al fastinde he lai

At pis holi mannes toumbe : a nyjt and al a .dai ; 2344

Of euerech Monek of pe hous : he tok is discipline

With a smart jcorde, and jeot him poujte : pere was to luyte pine.



174 WHILE KIN'0 IIEMIY IS AT BERET'S TOMB, HIS ARMY GETS THE

VICTORY. DEATH OF THE MURDERERS OF BEKET, REPENTANT.

he bod licom alle deolfulliche : bidden for him one,

And swor he wolde legge a-doun : pe lujierc lawene ech-one. [w.«7]

IT So J>at he let singe ane masse : are he pannes wende,

In pe honour of seint thomas : pat he is grace him sende. 2350

t>e 3«-yle men pe masse songe : ase ore louerd jaf pat cas,

pe kyng of Scotlond was i-nome : pat mest is fo was ; 2352

And manie opere also with him : pat wereu is stronfgc] fon ;

So pat heo pat weren vn-nomo : to him nadden power non.

his folk dude pe bataille : pe jwyle pe masse i-laste* ; > vs. iu.i.

J)ar-to heo hadden luyte help : and weren wcl sore agaste, 2356

Ake ore louerd for seint thomas loue : his grace wel sone him caste,

So pat heore fon weren some1 i-nome : and some flouwen wol fasto.

So pat pis seli oldo king : pat al bi-ncpe or was, ' Ms. «."«

Al a-boue was sone ibroujt : ponij bone of seint thomas ; 2360

And is sone was al bi-nepe : and so he bi-jat wel luyte

For-to vreorri ajcin is fader : for is sori pruyte.

bi him men mowen nime ensaumplo : to beon to hastiue :

to jiuen heore sones op heore lond : pe jwylo heo hem-sulue beoth

a-liue. 2364

pe kingus sone pare-after-wnrd : prouede vuele i-novj,

And wel longe bi-fore pe fadere : toward pe depe he drouj

And fur-pinede in pe menisone : pat is lif him pni^tc long ;

he dcide sethpe deol-folliche : in gret pine and strong. 2368

his broper also, aire Geffrei : pat Erl of brutayne was,

Deide al-so in pe monison : In pulke sulue cas. 2370

So pat after is fader depe : pare no lefde eir non

bote heore jongue broper king Richard : and sethpe pe king Iohan—

Ake sire Geffreics child : with rijtc lawe of londe

Jje heritage scholde habbe i-bore : ase ich me onder-stonde.—

17 Jjeos lupere knijtes alle foure : pat slowen seint thomas •

Deiden in stronge depe i-nouj : ase wel rijt it1 was. » ms. tut 237C

heo weren echone repentaunt : ne mijten none men more,

eucre heo criden on seint thomas : to jiuen heom milce and ore,

Sone after-ward pat he was a-slawe : al heore guod huy lete

And wenden to pe holi lond : heore sunnes for-to beto. . 2380

Ake sire Willame traci ne wende noujt : forth with pe opere preo,
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beket's domes are put in a shrine.

liu hopcde here In Engelondo : I110U3 repentaunt to beo.

bare-after-ward he bi-cam : in grete meseise and strong : JJ^J.^thTJiS!

his flesch bi-gan to broken out : and rotede an fovle stonk,

So longue fat he stonk so foule : fiat deul it was to se,

pat onnefe ani man 11113 te : for stunche ueij him beo. 2386

li is flesch rotede on him al-so : and al dai ful awei,

bat is bones weren al bare— : J>o ne likede him no plei 1 2388

Wit is hondene he to-drouj al-so : his flesch at j>e lasto,

pece and ofur al a-brod : a-wei frain him he caste ;

hondene and Armes he to-drovj : mest of ech-on,

J3.1t fere nas no flesch bi-leued : bote senue and bare bon. 2392

Manie men it f0113 ton wel : fat bi is wille it were, [fct. s? t>.]

Al for-to bioto1 is sunnes here : fiat is soule in hollo nere. > ns-uu

Wrechchedore gost ue n^te non beo : Jiane }>is prisun was ;

And euere he cride dcolfullicho : " merci, seint thomas." 2396

Atfc laste he let is lijf : In wel strongo pine,

And )if ore loucrdes wille was : he cam to guodo fine.

pis knijtcs aftur lieoro Inhere dedene1 : deiden sone ech-on, > o/.fedt

So )>at with-Inne fie firidde jero : a-liue ne lefde f»er non. 2400

For fie sauter scith fat swuche men : fiat of trichorie booth,

Ne schullen noujt haluo heore dawes libbe : ose 30 alda[i] i-scotli ;

bci lioo beon swyfe repentaunt : ase fis knijtcs weren, ich wene,

3uyt ne libbeth heo noi^t half heore lif : ant fiat was bi heom i-sene.—

11 Seint thomas fiis holi man : onder eorfie he lay,

Are fiat he I-schrinod were : wel mani a long day; 2406

he lai fere nine1 and fourti jcr : and half a jcr fier-to > «/. inn*

And a-boute ane Eijte dawes : are he weie of eorfe i-do. 2408

god wolde a-bide ane guodo tyme : to don so noble Jiing :

bat fare weren bofe guodo : Erchebischop and king.

for fo king Iohan fat longue was : euere of lufere rede,

luyte foujte bi is daie : to don so guodo dede. 2412

If Ake fe king henri, is jonge sone : nolde nou^t longe a-fine,

After fat ho was king i-niod : ore seint thomas were in schrine.

he nas noujt frctteno jercs old : fo ho dude fis noble fing,

And it was in fe feorfe jere : fat he was i-mad jong king. 2416

be guode Erchebischop steuene : raddc fuste fer-to :
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So pat Li horo bope redes : pis dede was i-do. 2418

Jpe pope honorie, fiat was po : hidere ho gan sende

Aue legat fram Rome, fat bet pandulf : to bringe J>is dede to ende.

Jje popo 3af alle pardon : pat pudere wolden gon,

J}at men nusten in Engclonde : suuych pardon non.

]3are-fore, for-to honouri pis holi man : pere cam folk i-novj ;

Of bischopes and of Abbodes : mani on pudere drouj, 2424

Of priores and of personcs : and manie opur clerkes al-so ;

Of Eorles and of baroncs : and manie kuijtes beom to ;

Of seriaunz and of squiers : and opcre housc-bondes i-nowe ;

And pe simple men of pe londe : so pioke pudere drowe 2428

Jjat al pe contreie pare-a-boute : pe tonnes wide and longe1 > Ms. imfe

Vnnepe mijten al pat folk : pat pudere cam a-fonge.

H So pat pis heije men : pat scholden pis dede do

"Weren in care hov heo mijten : for prece comen per-to ; 2432

So pat Erchebischop steucne : of 3 wain ich er ov seide,

And pe bischop Richard of Salesburi : par-of heom nomen to rede,

And prior water of pe house : and pe couent al-so,

Wenden heom in priuete : pis dede for-to do. 243C

bi nijte, po men weren a-slepe : and luyte par-on poujto,

heo nomes1 op pe holi bones : and in one cheste broujte, [M. »1

And setten heom in a piiue stude : for-to pe time was i-come > r.nonwa

pat1 was i-crid into al pat lond : pat heo scholden beo up i-nome. 2440

It was in pe monpc of Iulie : ouene pene seuenthe dai, ' Ms. m

bi a tiwesdai it was po : aso al pat folk i-saij.

)X> pe dai was i-come : to po munatre heo wenden a-non,

Kyng henri pat joiige child : an pe hcije men ech-on ; 2444

A-bouto onderno of pe daie : to pis holi bones heo come.

FAndulf wende furst per-to : pat legat was of ronie,

And pe Erchebischop of Cauntcrburi : and pe Erchebischop of reins

al-so,

J)at for pulke pinge cam : fram bi-jconde se per-to, 2448

And sire hubert de boruj : pat po was heij Iustise.

Jxsos fcure grete louerdes : pat noble men weren and wise,

On heore scholdres buy nomen up : pis holi bodi a-non ;

U Bischopu* and Abbodes al-so : it beren ful mani on. 2452
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ON CHUUCH HOLT DATS: THE FIRST FESTIVAL.

to fe hcije weuede of fe trtnite : fe holie bones heo bcre,

And leiden fe Choste al fare-with : In a noble schrine fere.

J)is king henri was so jong : fat ho ne dorste noujt

With fe ofere bere fat holi bodi : loste men him hurtcn oujt 2456

It was bi a tiwesdai : fat hco fe bones op noine ;

Alio is chaunccs fat he hadde : bi tiwesdawes him come.

In a tiwesdai ho was i-bore : and of is moder wombo he cam ;

And also aso men bringuth ane feof : for-to a-fongo is dom, 24GO

bi-fore fe kynge at Norehaumptone : op-on a tiwcs-daij

Wit gret schamo he was i-brou;t : ase al fat folk i-sai3—

Fillokcr fane ani fef : folk him fare schende ;

bi tiwesday ho was i-flemd al-so : and out of londe he wendo ; 2464

And bi a tiwesdai} at pounteneie : oro louerd to him com

And scide to him fat swete word : of is martyrdom—

1F " Thomas," seide ore swote louerd : " jeot schal of fine blode

Al ini churche honoured beo—" : fis wordes weren wel guode ; 2468

bi a tiwesdai also gud : to engelonde he cam,

After fat he was i-flemd : to a-fonge is martirdom ;

bi a tiwesdai at Caunlerburi : to defe he was i-do ;

And sethfe bi a tiwes-dai : Ischrined he was al-so. 2472

frees seucn Auntres bi tiwesday : him comen atfe leste :

j)are-fore we i-seoth manie men : makien one bi-hesto

to bi-leue flesch fene tiwesdai : ofur to o mel faste,

For-to heo comen to Caunterburi : ofur fe jwyle heore lif i-lastez.

Nov Iesu crist for fulke loue : fat seint thomas on fou;te,

Jyue us part of fulke Ioie : fat he so deore a-boujte. 2478

28 [Prologue] Fabian Sebastian.

AL fis bok is i-maked of holi dawes : and of holie mannos liues

Jjat soffreden for ore louerdes loue : pinene manie and riue,

}3at ne spareden for none eije : godes weorkes to wurche ;

Of j was Hues jwane heore feste fallez : men redez in holi churche. 4

J)ei ich of alle ne mouwo noujt telle : ichulle telle of some, [foi.ssb.]

Ase euerech feste after ofur : In fe jere doth come.—

))e furete feste fat in fe jere comez : we cleopiez jeres-<lai,

Aae ore louerd was circumciset : In fe giwene lay, 8

LEGENDS OF SAINTS. N
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ST. SEBASTIAN IS SUSPECTED OF ENCOURAGING THE CHRISTIANS.

For to fulfullen heore lawe : and for cristinedom non nas

Are longe fare-afturward : fat lie I-cr/stued was.

IT He was Nyne and twenti jer : and frottane dawes old

Are he i-baptized were : ase fe bok us hath i-told : 12

Al-so it fel a twelfte-dai : scint Iohan fe baptist

Baptixede in fe flum Iordan : ore louerd Ihesu crist

In fat dai a twelf-monfe : ore louerd was at one feste,

Jjare he turnde water to win : foruj is moder lies to. 16

AVe holdez al-so fat dai feste : of fo fridde finge :

Ase fe fro kingues to ore louerd : presaunt dude bringe ;

to him heo comen ase is moder : a-child-bedde lay,

After fat he i-bore was : fane frettefe day, 20

Ase it fallez a-twelfte-dai— : longe heo erore him soujten,

gold. and. mirre. and An-sens : In presaunt heo him broujten.—

Seint Fabian frettene jer : pope was1 In rome ; 'm.™™

he tumede mani men fat lufere wcren : in-to cristine-dome. 24

Decius, fat prince was : of hefenesbe fo,

he let him martri fere-fore : and ofere with him mo.

Vita sancti Sebastian!

Telle ichulle of fe holi man : scint Sebastian,

he soruede ane hefe amperour : fat liet dyoclician ;

hezt maister he was ondcr him : to don al is wille.

Cristine Man he was bi-come : bote far-of he heold him stille, 4

for no doute of Martyrdom : ake for fat he wolde longe

Berui god almijti, are ho woldo : doth onder-fonge.

Alle fe men fat cristine wcren : fat fe Aumperor oujwer founde

Sone he let to defe bringe : with fuyre ofur mid wounde. 8

Jwane ani man for cristindom : to defe scholde beon broujt,

Seint Sebastian heom confortede : fat heo ne dradden heom noujt

Deth a-fonge for godes loues : Ake fat heo studefaste were ;

Mani he heold in fe rijto bi-leue : fat flechchi wolden for fere. 1 2

U Marcus and Marcellian : brefren weren tweie,

pa Aumperour for cristinedom : I-nome hadde heom beije :

he let heom binde to-gadere faste : bofe to o piler,

And to fe Eorfe naylli heore fet : fat heo ne mijton fer ne ner. 16
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OVER WITH ARROWS, AND IS LEFT FOR DEAD.

So hco stoden al ane day and a nijt : fat non no mijten frara ofer ;

Eifur of heom ofte to ofere seide : " here is ioye, leue brofer 1 "—

guod it is and murie : brefren to wonie i-fere !

Eucre heo prcchedcn cristindom : mid wcl glade chero. 20

pe Aumpej-or let nimen ane spere : ase heo stoden to-gadere i-bounde,

poruj liooro heortene he let heom smite : fat heo deiden in a luyte

stounde.

Sebastian was fo i-wreid : fat he heom jaf fane red

to holden op faste heore cristindom : fei heo scholden boo ded.1 24

be Aumperor let him cleopie : " Sebastian," he sede, .[• «*.«•]

" to fe al mi truste was : mi lond to wissi and rede,

Of alle fing fat min is : Ich yil fe mest power,

to holden op min honour : and to saui it fer and ner : 28

Ich habbe to fe suspecion : Ake for-sofe i-ne scgge it noujt,

pat for a-jon me and a-jen min honour : Itorned hast fi foti)[t].n

Sebastian seide, " sire AumptTour : Ajcn fe neuere I nas,

Ake mid fe and al fine finge : to fin honour ich was, 32

And ofte ich habbe nijt and daij : godes sone bi-soujt,

Al-so wisliche ase ho with is heorte blode : deore us hauez i-boujt,

pat he fe jyue power gret : and wille and eke foujt

to leten fine false godes— : for heo ne helpeth fe noujt" 36

H Wod-wroth was fis Aumperor. : " Sebastian," he seide,

"habbe ich fus i-holde fei : turne fi foujt, ich rede 1

bote fov honouri ore godus : to swuche pine i schal fe take

pat, are fov beo to defe i-broujt : ech lime fe schal ake." 40

" Sire," seide Sebastian : " fine fretningue ne drede i noujt,

More me greuez fat fou nelt : habbe reufe in fi foujt

And honouri him fat made fe man : ant fine maumates bi-leue,

pat ne mouwe helpe noujt : for heo beoth doumbe and deue." 44

pe Aumperour in grete wrathfe was : fesne holi man he let take,

And dude him leden into fe feld : and binde him to a stake,

he let archers to him scheote : ase it were to one marke ;

With quareles and with Arewene : heo maden him woundea starke.

Mani on wende foruj-out him : in a luytel jwyle

heo stikeden al-so ficke on him : so yrichon deth of piles. 60

po heom foujte fat he was ded : horn heo gonne i-wende ;

M t
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TO THE EMPEROR, AND IS SECRETLY BEATEN TO DEATH.

On-bured heo bi-lefden him pare : his bodi for-to schenden. 52

A cristino wotnman, fat heijte Yreino : wende fudere bi nijte

Forto burien fat holi bodi : jif heo it finde mijte.

heo cam and fond him hoi and sound : he nadde noujt one wounde ;

With gret Ioye heo ladde him to hire iious : and glad was fat heo

him founde. 66

11 Jjene feorfe dai Sebastian : wende to fe Aumperour.

" Sire," he seide, " ichulle fe telle : fat fallcz to fin honour :

Je mis-bi-Iouez, and men doth eov : a-mis to onderstonde -

Jj.it cristine men scholdcn harm do : to fe and to al fine londe. GO

For i-sosteyned and i-saued : it is foru) heore bone

More fane foruj ouwer Maumates : fat ne beoth noujt wurhf a spoao.

For we biddez nyjt and day : god, fat me hidere sonde,

J)at he eoy jiue long lijf : jif je eov wollez a-mende." 64

" lion is fisl " quath fe Aumperour : " jwefnr fov a-liue beol

Nartfou noujt Sebastian : fat ich a-felde let sle 1 "

" Je," he seide, fis holi man : " a-liue ich am noufc her,

hoi and sound, with-oute wounde : to scliewen fe godus pouwer, 68

And to schewen fat je onrijt doth : cristine Men to sle, [m. m b.]

For heore bi-leue is rijtful and guod : and ouwero nis wuyrth a stre.

J)are-fore on fine soule fench ! : ne bi-lef fou nonjt on a stone,

Ake on him fat us deore a-boujte : fat is godes sone al one." 72

U "Ovj," seide fe Aumperovr fo : "jware is ovre niijtel

Schal fis feof foruj is wichebinge : a-jen us with wordes fijte V

he let nimen Sebastian : and horn to is paleis lede.

For no miracle fat he dude : to wide scholde sprede, 76

Laste Men torneden to crtstindom : In-to a priue stiuh he him ladde,

With staues he let him to defe beten. : and fo heo a-slawe him hadde,

In one Chaumbre foreine : a-midde fe fuylthf-hede

he let him honge with a rop— : and fat was a vil dede— 60

Jjat bodi forto schende : for he hadde drede

J)at cristine Men him wolden stele : and is bodi a-wei lede.

bi nijte cam fis holi Man : to a womman, fat het lucine,

And tolde hire hou he rmartred was : and in jwuche pine, 84

An hou fiUiche is bodi heng : and fat heo ase gone ase heo inijto

bis bodi fetta, and burien it : a-mong cristine men bi nijte.



8T. AGNES IS MARTYRED WHEN 13. THE CONSTABLE'S SON 181

DESIRES HER. SHE REFUSES HIM.

.bis guode womman at Midni^t : dude ase he hadde i-bede :

Fette fat bodi and burcde hit : In a wel fair stude. 88

J)us seint Sebastian fe holi man : is lif brou$te to ende,

And fram fo pine of is Hue : to }>e blisse of heuene he gan iwende.

29 Vita Bancle agnetis.

CI Eint Anneis, fat holi Maide : wel jong heo bi-gan

O to serui god al-niijti : to beon cristine womman.

hco nas bote of frettene jer : Jjo heo was to dcfe i-brou)t

For fe loue of Ihe«u crist : fat deore us hath i-boujt. 4

In romc, j>are he wonede : so fair creature nas non

Ase was fis maide forthward : of felle nofer of bon.

Ase fis Maide-child cam a dai : goinde fram schole,

pa constables sone hire i-saij : and heold hire for fole ; 8

he gan to louien hire in folie : and for hire was in mouminge,

And carede hov he nujte best : to ende his fole foujt bringe.

For stille mourninge fat he hadde : he i-werth swuyfo lene.

)3ar-of wondrede muche is frend : and jerne him duden bi-mcn[e]. 1 2

heo axeden him a dai in priuete : hov he dude fare,

he gan to telle fram on to ojmr : 3ware-of was is care,

And hou he wolde him-sclf a-sle : bote ho fat maide hadde.

be consta[b]le non ofur ne saij : is sone forth he ladde ; 16

heo comen to Anneyse, fat Maide hende : and nomen hire bi fe hondo.

be fader seido : " lo here mi sone : fat wurth richo heyr of londe :

H A fair grace }>o is i-come : he hath is heorte to fe i-take ;

Riche womman )>ou worst i-nouj : he schal habbo fo to make ; 20

hext fov worst of al fi kun : of londe and ofur finges,

gold and selucr )>o worth i-nouj : broches and eke ringus."

bat maide scide : " go fram me : fov lu]>e[r] defes fode !

Woldestfov defouli mi bodi 1 : fov ne bringest me neuere in fit

mode. v [foi.so] 2t

Ich habbe me one spouse i-nome : fou ne wost noujwer swuch non,

brijtore fane fe sonno ofur ani lijt : fat euere on eorfe schon.

Of jwas kuyndo wondri may eoh fing : for is moder is dene maydo,

hid fador of womman neuere ne wuste : so fe prophetus us saido; 28

Al fono world he mado of noujt : and juf us ovre foJo ;
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WONDERFULLY CONCEALED IN LIGHT.

Wei deore with is swete blod : he boujto us on pe rode.

Ane marko he hathz on me i-do : fiat I-no scholde non ofur tnko,

Deorewurpo ping he hath me bi-hote : I-nelle him neuere fur-sake."

U pe Constable het Symproni. : " hov geth J»ia," he seide,

" Jwejrar pov bi-lcue on J>o false godel : tome J>i poujt, ich rode 31

And nim pis child to f>i spouse : and penk on pine owcuo guod,

Ofrnr ischal do pe so tormenti : fat pov schalt neij beo wod." 3G

" beo stille," seido pis maido po : " be stille, }k>u doueles lime,

Jjov ne schalt to-dai for no protning : mi guodo fou3[t] mo bi-nimo.

Ich am rciii for is loue : pat deoro me hath i-boujt

tormonz a-fonge, and )>e deth al-so : for Ine drede me rijt noujt." 40

pe Constable let somony al pe cite : and broujto pis mayde heom

bi-fore ;

hire for-to schiende, he dude hire strepc : so naked so he" was i-bore,

Jj.it cch man scholde i-seon hire dernc limes : pe more hire to schende.

" Onwreste man," )>is mayde seido : " schame }>o worth atpenende. 44

H Ne schamcth po no-])ing in pi poujt : bi womman pus to do,

Jwan pou of womman art i-come : and ech man is al-so 1 " J mlbM?*1*

Jjat1 was not' for hire jong-hode : are hire smok wero of i-nome,

Jjare was1 on hire swete heued : so muche fair her i-come, » ms.wmwm

Jjat hudde al hire swete bodi : pat it tilde bi-neothe hire kne ' ;

Jjo ne niijten men for here : of hire bodi noujt i-se. > us. knto

An Lous pat seruede of bordel : pare was bi-side :

Jjare-Inne pe constable hire let do : and sethpe het crie wide 52

Jjat alle pat wolden folie don : pudere scholden wende

And finde pare a fol womman : of bodie fair and hende.

Jjo pat Maido was pare-Inne i-do- : so ful was pat hous of lijte

Jjat no man for brijjt-hede : pat Mayde i-seo ne mijte. 56

Jjat Maids sat a-doun a-kneo : and seide hire oresun pere :

* Louerd," heo seide, " jong ich am : among mine fon i-broujt here,

Euerech fondeth to don mo schame : pat he[r]-a-boute wendez :

Louerd, ne ;if neuere no luper man power : mi bodi for-to schende 1 "

Jjis Maide sat euere in hire beden : to ore louerd heo gan crie :

hire ne mijte no man for lijte i-seo : pat come pere-In for folie, 62

Ake eusro jwane heo comen In : to don heore fole poujt, ' J'j "'b",JS!

heo heorden hire one on ore louerd so jerne : and hire ne seijen nourU1
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DROPS DOWN DEAD, BUT IS RESTORED TO LIFE AND CONVERTED,

f J)o bi-gan ech after ojmr : ase euer-ccli with-Inne cam,

For Miracle J>at heo seijen fere : tuyrne to cristindom, 66

And bi-gonne forth with hire : to ore louerd 3eorne crie—

)X> was fat an hous of beden : fat rafer was of folic. PfeLMbj

Aso fat maido sat and bad hire beden : an Aungel fare cam gon,1

A Roket he broujte on is hond to hire : jwittoro nas neuere non.

J>;it [maido]2 dude on fis Roket. : al naket heo was er, * on..

Is'afoles heo ne mijtcn noujt hire bodi sco : for lijto ne for her ; 72

po heo hadde ido fis Roket on : non-more i-hud heo nas ;

Fairore lijf nas neuere i-seie : fane fis jongo maide fo was.

)3o constables sone cam for-to don with hire : ase he hadde er i-seid :

And are he mijto fat Maiden handli : ho fel a-doun stan-ded. 76

his folawes fat with him comen : with-oute heo weren wel stille,

And hopeden, for he so longe was : fat he dude is wille.

H Nafeles, fo he to longe was : is o felawe gan in gon,

And fond fat child ligge ded : so cold ase a ston. 80

he leop him out in-to fe strote : luude he gan to gredo :

" Comicz hidore, men, and sloth fis wichche : for heo hath i-do a

Infer dede :

)3o Constables sone heo hath a-slawc : here je mou wen i-seo.

Comicz noufe bliue and niraeth hire : fat heo a-wei ne ileo I " 84

J)at folk cam roko a bouto fis hous : and founden fat it was ded.

Alio fo baillifs fudere comen : to nimen far-of red.

Some soidon fat heo wichche was : somo fat heo was guod,

And alio for fe childes defe : wrofe weren in heore mod ; 88

heo stodon and Iuggeden hire a-mong heom alio : fat quelle heo

wolden hire sone. > jtrm* <<. om. • t>. ■>. mi. m

Jjat maido sat a-doun on hire knes : and made to god hire bone :

"louerd," ho seido, "jif fi wille beo : jif me1 fine mijte and fine grace:

bov kuythf fine mijte8 and send fis child : lijf here In fis place, 92

J;at fis folk fat here is luyf ur : fine mijto mouwon i-seo ;

Ne lat none mo men deth a-fonge : for enchesun of me."

H A-doun far cam an Aungel : " maydo Anneis," he seido,

* Ore louerd hath i-heord fine bone : fat fou to him bede." 96

heo blessede fat child, and hit aros : frani defe to liue,

And fonkodo god, and orn him out : at fo dore wel bliue;



184 ET. AGNES IS TORTURED FURTHER. SHE REMAINS UNHURT IN A

FIRE, BUT IS AT LAST THRUST THROUGH THE THRO.M. ST. VINCENT.

lie cam out a-mong al pat fo[l]k : loude he gan to crie : • on. j>»t

" On god fat1 is In heuene : fat was i-bore of fe Maideno Murie, 100

)3at is fader and sone and holi gost : louerd of alle finge,

Jjat wille hadde foruj is mijto : fram defe to-day me bringe.

Fur-sakez eovwer false godes : for heo nabbeth mijto non

Forto mcoui lieom enes of fe stude : non more fene a ston." 104

Jjo cbildes fader and muni ofure : swife glade bi-como,

Jjo heo i-seijen fe Miracle : and cristindom hem nome.

Wod-WTofc weren fe lufere men : heo gonne bi-twene boom telle

In jwuchc martyrdome heo mitten : fis holi maide a-quelle. 108

heo leten makien a grot fuyr : fare a-midde fe place, ■ Ms. t> .i

For-to brenne seint0 Anneis. : and far1 ore louerd cudde is grace.

U For fo fat Mayde was fudere i-broujt : In fe fuyr men hire frevj :

Jjat fuyr clef a-middes a-to : and fe luyfere men it wcl i-knevj, 112

For fo it smot in eifur side : and barnde heom al-clene.

J)at Maide nas i-wemned noujt : for it ne touchede hire noujt cue ; l .

bote heo sat hire a-doun a-kne : and in eifur half was fe lcije. P w. »i;

" Louerd," he° seide, " jif fi wille it beo : fat ich here schulle deije,

I-redi ich am for-to a-fonge fat fuyr : fat is me In eyfur side,

Jif ich schal here I-martrcd beo : ofur lengore a-bide." 118 '

Jjo heo hadde fis word i-seid : fat fuyr a-queinto a-non,

Hon more hete nas in fe place : fane in fe colde ston.

Jeot fulke fat bi-lefden a-liue : on god fat ne1 bi-lefden noujt, > om.|»t

And Iuggeden hov heo mijten don : fat heo were to defe i-brouj[t] :

heo leten nime a kene suerd : and foruj hire frote it smite ;

pat rede blod orn a-doun : on hire limes so jwite. 124

Fairore ne mijte no-fing [be] : fane was fat ilke blod

On hire limes fat weren so jwite : fo hit faron stod.

pus fis Mayde seinte Annes : broujte hire lijf to fine,

And wende to fe Ioye of heuene : after hire muchele pine. 128

30 Vita lancii vincentij Martyris.

SEint Vincent In spayne : to a cn'stine bischop cam,

)>at men cleopeden Valentin : and cristindom of him nam.

Jje king1 of fe londe— : Dacian was is name— » •*. !•*•

For fc bischop cristine was : he f0U3U; to don him schame : ' 4 .



BT. VINCENT, BLAMING A BISHOP FOR HIS MILDNESS, IS SEIZED 186

AND 8COUHGED BY DACIAN.

he let him nime and binde : and don him in grete pine.

pe bischop cride jerne on god : he nolde ofur fine.

With heom fat him tormenteden : he spac with milde speche.

Seint Vincent was fare-fore wrath : and seido : " ich mot (10 teche ; 8

Jwy spext fov so mildeliche : ase {>ci fov a-drad were?

Wenstfou fat heo fine Maistres beon 1 : jwar-of hauest fov fere 1

Spec hardiliche, and conforte wel : ofure fat cristine beoth,

Jj it heo mowo to fe defe hardie beon : ase heo fe i-seothl " 12

'• hov is fis 1 " seide fe king : " jwefur fcs fef wene fijte

And with-segge us al a-brod 1 : Ich him schal euene dijte.

Lateth fene bischop a-wei gon : for is milde speche,

Nimez vincent and bimlez a-non : we schullen him ofur teclifo]. 16

With scourges and with staues : faste je him bete,

pat ho ne mouw i-w'elde neuere a lime : are fat 30 him leto I "

"Je," seido vincent, "fov paijest me wel : fi word ne fiuchcz me

noujt ille,

I-ne fond neuere Man fat so wel : a-cordede to mi wille : 20

IT Nov ich hopie to habbe game : for erore me foujte longo ; > ms. u> )>•

hit schal me tuyrne to Ioye and gleo : and fe to1 pines stronge."

J)e tormentores nomen fane holie Man : and to a piler him bounds,

With staues and scourges lico leiden on him1 : and maden him

mani a wounde. » «i him 00 24

))o heo jeuen him sorest duntes : leijen he pan wel smere ;

))e tonnentores seten a-doun and cloopeden help : fo heo werie were,

And seiden : " we booth noufe ouer-come : ore Armes aketh sore ;

he[l]pez us and betez fesne1 feof : for we ne mowen non* more." 28

bo was fe king wroth with heom : he let heom a-non take, ' Mj8^**n'

Some he let tormenti sore : fat ech bon heom gan Ake, ' ms. ik*

And some he let to defe bringue : and some in ofur turment CM- •> *>•)

Kuere he let ferschi and nevny1 : tormentores to seint Vincent. 32

3wane heo weren werie of bete : fe holi man bi-gan to spoke : 'r.n«v'

" Louerd, i-wuyrfed boo fi name : noufe ich am swife wel a-wreke :

pe more fat heo betez me : fe betere me is, i-wis ;

to heom i[t] tornef to pine and sor : and me to Ioie and blis." 36

IT " Ne mowe we novjt," seide fe king : " with no-fing far-to it

.bringo : ■ . .



186 8T. VINCENT 18 NOT OVERCOME OR PERVERTED BT SCOURGING, OR

BT FLATTERIES, OR BT THE GIBBET, OR BT FIRE.

J3at pov nelt nemme fine false god : for no lujmr betingo 1 "

" Jjov lupero Man," seide Vincent : "jeot pou most torment! more,

I-ne habbe noxi^t jeot toimenz i-nouwe : far-after me longez sore." 40

po he was i-scourgot so : fat men mijten i-seo cell bon

And euerech Ioynt and senue : pe king gan ner him gon,

" Vincent," he seide, " haue of pi-self : revpe and merci,

Xe lat for non-more pi fa[i]re bodi : pus defouli ! 44

lii-lief on ovre godes and torne anon : pi poujt and pi mod

And i-schal pe jiue ope al mi lond : pouwer gret and guod."

" beo stille," seide seint vinceut : " al Atter is pi lore,

beo stille a-non, pou deueles tonge : pou makest me drede sore : 48

hit me greueth pat pov feinest pe : more pane al pe pine

And alio pe tormens pat pov me Jest : pov and alle pine ;

Jjat pov bi-lenest pine tormenz so sone : and art bi-neope i-broujt.

3eot pou most more Ioyo : bringen in mi poujt" 52

" )3ov schalt jeot," seide pe king : mo tormenz a-fonge."

he let him lede with-outo pe toun : and on a gibet him honge.

Vincent for Ioie bi-gan to come : po he i-heorde pis dom,

J)are nas non pat him mijte ouer-take : are he to po gibat com. 56

Jx> pat he an-hengut was : gret loye he made and blisse,

Eaere he prechede ase he he:>g : godes wordes to wisse ;

pe lengore pat he pare heng : po more Ioie he made.

jx> gradden pe tormentores : " we ne schullen neuere ouer-come pis

tade," 60

H Atpe laste he nomen him a-doun : and ladden bi-fore pe king*,

And seiden pat heo ne mijten him : for noping to depe bringe.

" Alas," seide pe king po : " is ore nrijte us bi-nome 1

Jware-of seruieth ovre godes : pat pes peof us schal ouer-come 1 64

Ledez him with-outo pe toun : a gret fuyr je pare make ;

And pat he beo a-midde i-broujt : and i-bounde to one stake ;

For-brenne he schal euerech lime : ne schal he pus him wer[e] :

And jwane he is to douste I-barnd : we booth i-broujt of care." 68

pe tormentores nomen seint Vincent : and duden pe kingus heste.

p« holi man wende in-to pe fuyr : ase gladliohe ase to one feste.

po heo wonden pat seint Vincent : to douste i-brend were,

heo omen horn and tolden pe kinge fore : gladdore neuere heo nere.



ST. VINCENT 18 STILL TRUB TO CHRI8T, THOUGH TORTURED WITH 187

BURNING PLATES AND OTHER TORMENTS.

lie > ne mijten so sone horn come : pat seint vinccnt Das er

At home and stod bi-fore J>e kinge— : mani sori man was per I 74

IT )}e tornientorcs tolden )>e kingue : hov he i-barnd was.

" Alas ! alas ! " Jie king seide : " neuerer i-schend i-nas ! [w. «]

Schal peos pef us ouer-come 1 : Mahun, nou pin ore !

Jjei he grete tormenz habbe i-haucd : joot ich can bi-penche more."

he let nime platus of Ire : sum-del punne and brode,

And let lieora legge amidde pe place : wcl neij ane cartes lode ; 80

gret fuyr he let par-on make : and po heo glowinde were,

Jj.it wode-fuyr heo duden al a-wei : pane guode man pudere heo bore

And on pe berninde plates him casten : and some parof heo toke

And leiden an-ouewarde is holi bodi : mid one Irene croke. 84

Al lie was par-on ihud— : pe jut nadde he none fere I

J? it grece of him orn a-brod : aso pei it frijnge were.

]>•■ swypere pat he barnde : pe gladdore he him made ;

he louj smere, jwane pe plates : In is flesch gonne wade ; 88

Atpe bi-ginningue he was glad : and gladdore atpenende.

" Alas ! alas," pe king seide po : " pes pef us wole schende !

J)is torment ne helpez us noujt : an-opur we moten bi-penche."

he let maken a swype gret fuyr : pat no-ping ne mijte a-quenche : 92

1i Seint Vincent huy leifden] a-mide-wardo : and sethpe salt heo nome

And Mid ladeles on is wondene it casten : in1 po fuyr i-lome, > ai.tia

So pat pe salt scholde is woundene frete : with pe brenninde fuyre ;

Jje spranglinge of pe blode i-selt : wide men mitten i-huyre, 96

" Jo," seide pis guode man : " pis is a swete festc !

Mani Ioye ichabbe i-haued : ake pis is on pe mestc."

Jwane is blod spreinde In pe rof an heij : he gan to leijen smere.

banne was pe king and alle is men : In swypo grete fere, 100

And seiden : " pes pef us wole ouer-come. : Mahun, $ware is pi mijte t

Schal pes pef with is wichchinge : ajen pi power fijte 1 "

" Jeot Ich penche," seide pe king : " of ono pine stronge ;

beo pes pef par-on i-do : he ne schal noujt libbe louge." 101

heo setten him in a swype deork put : pat in pe gayhole was,

So ful of sweordes pointes i-pi)te : ase Mede is ful of gras :

baro-oppe panne holi man : heo casten, faste i-bounde,

b.it pe pointes of pe swerdes scholden : )iuen him depos woundes.



188 AN ANGEL TAKES ST. VINCENT OFF TUB 8WOUD POINTS. HE DIES

IN A SOFT BED. A HAVEN WATCHES HIS BODY.

Faste heo loken alle pe doro : and leten him longe pero beo

Opo pe swerdea pointos in deorkhede : he ne m i 3 1 e noting i-seo. 1 10

Jjare cam an Aungel with a taper : hrenninde in is hond,

Of his pine he bar him op— : and pare was godcs sonde ! 112

1T )Je Aungel was far with him : ase longe ase he pare was,

Mid a bronninde taper, and Ioie grot : pat neuere more nas.

po it was longe pare-afturward : pis men comon perbi-sidc,

And wende pat he were ded : ane stounde heo gonne a-bide : 116

J30 i-beorden heo pis holi man : loude and murie singe

And herede god in heuene. : heo tolden pat pe kinge.

J)o was pe ping neij i-swowe : and snide, sichinde wel sore :

" Alas, we beoth noupe ouer-come : I-ne can1 penche non more; ' vs. am

Ovre godes ne helpez us notijt : pat alle ping babbeth to wolde.1

I-nelle neuere-eft a-jein him fijte : creaunt icbulle me holde. pfot.ni>.]

U Jwane no pine ne mai him sle : opur ping ichulle fonde :

" goth," he seide, " and maketh a bed : pat softeste in anie londe,

Of quoiltene and of materasz : of cheisel and of palle,

And panne leggez him par-on : swipe softe with -alle." 126

po pat bed was i-maket : to pe gayhole heo wende,

And founden pare pat lijjt of heuene : pat ore louerd pudcre sendo. 128

Wel softe heo nomen pis holi man : and custcn is sore wounden,

to Rclikes heo gadereden stillcliche : pat heo of is blode founden ;

heo leiden him in pat nesche bed. : and po he was paron,

his preiere be dude to ore louerd crtst : and deide po a-non. 132

J50 pe king isaij pis pat he deide : so mildeliche in is bedde,

" tormenz," he seidc, " we him babbeth i-do : vuele parof us speddo :

Ded we wolleth him ouer-come : jwane we ne mijton a-liuc.

Into pe wilde feldo : pat bodi jo beren wel bliue, 136

"Wilde bestes and foules : to-drawe heo schullen it sone."

pis men broujten pat bodi pare : and duden pe kingus bono.

Jjare cam fleo a Bauon : and a-doun pare-bi he a-ltjto,

Kene and suypo dredful : i-redi he was to fijte ; 140

aif pare come ani foul to : pat pis bodi i-scijo,

pe Rauon smot to grounde : ne mosten pare como non neije,

1T Ake Euere he drof heom a-wei : pudere jwane heo come ;

Ne mijte pare come none so kene : pat o moeael parof nomo. 1 M



st. vincext's corpse is cast into the sea, but will not 189

sink. it is buried in spain. the conversion of st. paul.

A wolf cam also pudor-ward : is mete for-to fette,

And wolde of pat bodi niiiic. : po Rimon a-jcin him sette,

he flev and sraot with bile and fot : pat po wolf atpcn ende

lilodi was and ouercome : ajon ham ward he gan wende. 143

))o Rauon wuste pis bodi longc : Iwommcd noujt it nas.

)j» pe king it onucr-jnt : pat pe bodi i-hol was,

hom he let it fette ajen : and seide, " jwat may beo ovre red,

pat we ne mouwen him ouer-come : noper quik ne dedl 152

$if we ne mouwen quik ne ded : ouer-corao him a-londe

For no1 quoyntise pat we mouwen do : a-watere we wolle* fonde."

he let it lede fer into pe so : and bonde parto mani a ston, ■ vs. m

And casten it out of a schip. : it bi-gan to sinke a-non. 156

po pe Mariners i-seion pis : glade heo weren and Wipe ;

For-to telle pe kingu fore : heo hijoJcn hom wel bliue.

heo ne mijten so sone to londe come : pat heo ne founden a-londe

)3is holi Man wel faire ligge : a-bouen pe sc-sondo. 160

Sore a-gromed and a-schamed : hom huy gonne wende ;

J)e kinge heo tolden al heore cas : fram pe fursto to pe ende.

" Alas, alas," pe king seide : " pe schanie and pe schonde !

We ne mowe him ncuere ouer-come : quik ne dod, a-watere no a-londe.

II Do we him out of ovre poujt : we ne mouwen us neuere a- wreke ;

Ich drede pat he mi bane worpe : I-hero ich more of him speke." l

A-nijt In slepo seint Vincent cam : to A womman parc-bi-side [<u.nj

And toldo hire jware is bodi hi : and bad hire noujt to lonje a-bide

Ake pat heo it scholdo burie sone : for him longuede after reste.

Jjis guode womman it onderstod : po heo a-wok, with pe bcste :

heo wende and soujte pis holi bodi : and fond it swipe sone ;

heo dude it burie with gret honour : ase rijt was for-to done. 172

)3u3 seint vincent pe holie man : in Spayne endede is lif

And wende to pe blime of heuene : after pis pines and strif.

Men nuston neuere martyr non : pat hadde more torment

No pat with som pine ouer-come nas : bote pe gode man seint vincent

s

31 Vita lancfi PaulL

Hint powel was a luper Man : are he i-couerted were.

Alle pe cristine Men of pe lond : hadden of him gret fere,



190 SAUL, WHILE OK HIS WAT TO DAMASCUS, TO PERSECUTE

CHRISTIANS, IS STRUCK DOWN. ANANIAS IS TO VISIT HIM.

For he was mueho and strong and feoL : jwaro-so he eni founde,

In chaumbre ne in bodde he ne sparedo noujt : fat he ne slovj heom

alio to grounde. 4

bo he haddo a-bouto Iorusalcm : In echo stude i-soujt

And alio fo crt'stine men fat he fond : to strongo dojio i-broujt,

he cam to fe souoroyns of fe lawe : and seide, " ich habbe i-mad al

clene

Al fis lond of cristino Men : [3c]1 ne dorre of heom more mene : 8

Wende ichulle to Dam[a]scho : and clansi fat lond al-so ; > ™.

Alle fat ich a-liuo finde mai : to defe ichulle heom do,

Ofur ichulle heom faate binde : and hidere to oov sende ;

Alle fat ich a-liuo finde may : ichulle a-slo ofur schondo." 12

% Saul was fo is rijto name. : he gan forth i-wende,

I-Armed, and mani a man with him : to bringo is foujt to endo.

Ase he cam a-miJrijt fe wei : a fyt him cam a-boute,

Jjat he ne mijte for lijto i-scon. : fo gan him sore a-doute ; 16

he stod ase fei he a-stoned wcro. : fo cam faro in a stounde

A drem ase fei it a fondre were : farc-with he ful to grounde

And lai, fat he ne mijte him wawio noujt. : fo horde he a uoiz telle:

" Saul, jwi werrestfov opon me : mine Men for-to quelle 1 " 20

" ho art fov 1 " seide saul : " louerd, artfov faro 1 "

A voiz seide, " je, ich am fi god : fat fov hast i-weorred so jare.

to wjnei ajein fe pricke : swife strong it is fo."

" Loucrd," seide Saul fo : " jwat wolifov do mid me 1 " 21

" bov schalt," seide ore louerd fo : " In-to fo toune wende ;

Jjine rijte bi-leue fe schal teche : a man, to jwam i-schal fe sonde."—

Jjis was fene fourteofe jer : aftur fulke stounde

Jjat Ihem Crist soffrede on fe rode : for us defes wounds.— 28

po Saul haddo longe i-leie : wel softo he op a-ros

And stod op—he ne niijto i-eeo neuere a del : ful sore him a-gros.

he let him lede to fe toun. : it was fane fridde dai

Are he .ei. ofur dronk : ofur ani sijt i-saij. 32

U Ore louerd cam to a guod preost : is name was ananye,

■ " go," he seide, " in-to fe toun : and to Iudases hous fov liijo :

Saul for schalt fare finde : fat i-weorred me hauei longue ; CM. » U

Jif him crtstindom in mine name : and he it wole onder-fonge. 36



SAUL IS BAPTIZED, AND CALLED PAUL. HE PREACHES CHRIST, 191

AND JOINS THE APOSTLES.

si'ije fat god fe fudero sende : fat In fo weie a-jein him cam

Jjo he wolde ajoin him weorri : and is power him bi^nam." • w —runt*

' Louerd," seide Ananie : " ich habbe muche i-heord telle

})at Saul was a Infer man : and cristino men dudo quelle." 40

" No dred fo noujt," ore louerd seide : " lomb he is bi-come,

him finchez longe are he habbe : cr/stincdom i-nome.

to beo prechour of mi word : i-chose ich him habbe ;

he schal beo wis and studefast : nanne betere i-nabbe." 44

))o Ananio i-heordo fis : hardiliche forth he wende.

he cam to Saule and seide him so : fat ore louerd him fudere sende

Jjat he scholde cristino beo. : saul was fo wel blife,

And er fane he i-baptized was : ech jwylo him foujte fiue. 48

Jjo he i-baptized was : powel was is name.

Wel aujten men herien fane god : fat of fe wilde makez fc tame I

A-non so he I-baptized was : faro feol out of eifcr oije

Fuylfe ase fei it were slym : fat alio fe mon it seije. 52

fo mijte he swife wel i-seo. : he heold op is hondo,

H A-knevwes he sat in his bedes : and fonkede godes sonde,

tendre metes men greifede him : and jaf him far-of wel ofte,

3if he nii3te is strencfo coueri : heo beddeden him wel softe. 56

fio seint powel i-couered was : and hadde strencfo of Manne,

he purueide him of prechingue : and wende a-non rijt fanne

Into fe giwene synagogue : and prechede cmtindom.

Ech man wondrede fat him i-saij : fo he prechour bi-cam, 60

And seiden : " nis fis filke man : fat weorrede alio feo

In fe londe of Ierusalom : fat he mijte ojwero crtstine men I-seo 1 "

Manie Men he tornede to cristinedom : and manie him foujten quelle

And bi-speken hov heo n^ten do : for he bi-gan a-jein heom telle.

he ne let for no drede : fat he ne prechede wel bliue.

For euere font ore louerdes grace : he ascapede with fe Hue.

lie soujte 3 ware fe Apostles weren : to heom he cam wel sone,

to prechi mid heom godes word : ase hore rijte was to done. 68

be apostles weren formest a-ferd of him : and leueden him wel vnnefe,

For he so muche cWstine folk : hadde i-broujt to defe ;

Ake fo heo wusten hou it was : to felawe [heo] him toke—

For fare ne i-werth non so wis : holi churche to loke. 72



192 8T. BRIGIT (SHORT LIFE). MIRACLES IN HER DAIRY. SHE WILL

NOT WED. THE BISHOP AND HIS MEN ARE TO DINE WITH UBB,

Seint powel to cristinedom : cam In Jrusse manere.

god us graunti for is loue : In lieuene to ben is fere.

32 Vita sonde Brigide virginis.

Seinto Bride of heije men : In scotlond heo cam,

Of riclie men and of gret power : In lawe of cmtindom.

Jjis Maide bi-gan wel jong : to boo of porture hende ;

Jjare ne scholde vil dede ne word : neuere frani hire wende. 4

lieo bigan ore louerd crist to serai : in worde and in dedo ;

Jwane hire jongue felawes weren atfe pleij : hire oresones heo seide.1

IT hire moder louede hire swife wel : fat, fo heo was of elde, [>foi.M]

Al hire chese and al hire milk : heo bi-tok hire to welde, 8

And al pet jwijt fat In fo court was : heo scholde ope hire helde,

At a certeyn dai )>arof : trewe a-countes jelde.

))at Maide let gaderi swifo cleno : fe Milk ant fo chase,

bottre and al fat farof cam : nolde heo nowijt lcose : 12

Jwane heo seije anie pouere Men : heo delde it heom wel clene—

hire deierie was euere of chese and botere : bar and swife lene.

Jwan hire daij was neij i-come : a-countes forto jelde,

Of biro moder heo was a-fcrd : glad heo was ful selde. 16

Jeorne heo bad ore louerd crist : fat he scholde bco hire red,

he nadde jwarof a-countes jelilc : ase hire moder hadde i-seid.

po fe day was i-como : heo nuste jware-with hire a-quite,

For fare nas in fe deierie : noujt adel of none jwite. 20

Nafeles fe moder eode f micro : to loke hou it ferdc :

heo fond ech lome i-heped ful : al a-boue fe brerde,

Of chese and of botere : and of ofur jwijte also.

he ne may neuere is jwyle leose : fat for fe guode wole oujt da— 24

hit bi-feol fat fis Maydenes frend : nomen heom to rode

pat heo i-weddet scholde bco. : and heo anon-rijt heom with-seide.

to fe bischope heo wende a-non : and a-vouwede chastete,

And seide heo nolde neuere man habbe : fe sikerore for-to bco. 28

For Ioye fat fe bischop hadde of hire : he seide fn[t] he wolde ete,

And alle is Men, a dai with hire : he bad hire maken heore mete,

parof was fis Maide glad : and nafeles soro heo hire dradde,

For bote bred and Ale and one kou : non more mete heo nadde. 32



ST. BRIDGET DRIES CLOTHES ON A SUNBEAM, TURNS WATER INTO ALE, 193

A STONE INTO SALT, AND BREAKS A SILVER CUP INTO 3 EQUAL FARTS.

Leo bi-gan to milkcn J>is cov : and mucho milk of hire heo nam1 ;

J)o lengore fat heo hire Milkede : fe more milk fare cam : > us. num

Jjis kov 3-if so muche Milk : fat fare-mide heo fcdde

Jjene bischop and alia is Men fat dai : and mucho fonk farof hadde.

IT hit bi-feol fare-after-ward : fat Maide a-feld wende,

Forto loki to hire schep. : so gret rein ore louerd to eorfe sende

Jjat hire clofes al wete weron. : and a-jon horn1 heo gan gon. > MS. bran

heo wolde hangi hire clofus forto druyo : and heo ne sai3 noujt

jwaron. 40

Jjc sonno schon In at one hole : and ope fe bem of fe sonne

hire wete clofes heo heng forto druyjo : fat fe stremcs a-doun ronno.

Museles comen to hire adai : of-hongredo and of-cale,

heo beden hire mete and drinke for godcs loue. : he nadde noujt a

spone-ful ale. 44

A fat fare stod fol of bafe-water : heo jaf it hire blcssinge :

Jjc beste Ale a-liuo it bi-cam : he jaf it fo Muscles drinke.

A womman cam and bad hire salt : and heo ne hadde non :

"With hire blcssingue heo turnede to suite : ane wel grcte ston. 48

J}re sike men beden hire guod : aso heo to hire come.

A sclucrne coppe heo [heom] jaf : and gladlicho heo hire nome ;

And bi-gunne for-to striui : liov heo hire dele niijtc. [w. Mb.]

" Abidez," seide fis Maide : " and ichulle it ouene dijte." 62

J)is Coppe heo smot ojen a ston : fat heo to-brak afre ;

Eucrcch heo jaf iliche mucho : ase eucne aso it mijte boo.

Jjeos miracles, and manie ofuro : seinte Brido wroujte ;

]jo blinde and fe doumbe : to guode hole heom broujtc. 56

\>o furste dai of feuerer : hire lijf heo broi.13 to to ende. > r. to b*

god us graunti alls forth with hire : to1 blisso of heuene wende.

33 Vita sanole Agathe.

SEinte Agace, fat guode Maide : In cisile was i-bore ;

Wel 3ong heo bi-gan cn'stino to boon : fat hire soule nere fur-

lore. •

Of faire porture fis Mayde was : and stable in godea lore.

Jje Duyk of fe londe it onder-3at : it him of-foi^te sore. 4

he ne mijto for revfe don hire in pine : AI for hire jonghede ;

LEGENDS OF SAINTS. 0



194 ST. AGATHA IS DROUGHT TO A HARLOT, TO BE SEDUCED, BUT IN

TAIN. SHE REFUSES TO WORSHIP HEATHEN GODS.

And for heo so fair was : he hopede hire out of pulkc bi-lcue lcde.

An old quene )>are was bi-side : strong hore and baudestrote;

heo hadile Nijo doi^tren lijt wummen. : pe Duyk bi-gan hire gret

mede bi-hote, 8

pat heo scholde pat maide wite : and mis-techen hire and rede,

And fondi jif heo mijto hire bringe : in fol poujt opur in fol dede,

pis clene ping was to pis hore i-broujt : pat heijtc Affrodose.

heo, and hire doujtren al-so : madcn hire pe glose, 12

And bi-hete hire quoynte pingus fale : of sclucr and of golde,

1 Jiclicsse and opur Ioye i-nouj : pat heo hire poujt chaungi scholde ;

heo sciden : " hov mijte a swuche creature : pus gent and pus freo,

hende and mildo and swete i-hovj : with-oute Iolifte [beo]1 16

pi jonguo blod nolde it polie noujt : scholde pi Ioie beon pe bi-nome ;

In pis lond nis prince so hei$ : pat pov ne mijtest him wcl bi-come."

H pis Maide, pei heo were jong : bi-gan to Answerio a-non,

And wide, " bco stille, pou deueles bouk ! : pe ne worth hero non l-won.

po hoxto prince pat is ani : In lone ich habbe i-tako,

In mine jonghedo and eucre-more : to holde him for mi make. 22

Swete and hende and mildo ho is : on him is al mi poujt,

Ich am so fasto to him i-bouude : par-of ne bringucst pou mo noujt."

bis lupcre wummen wcron ech-one : studefostlicho Nijt and daij

A-boute to bringuo luper poujt : In-to pis swete joungo may) ; 26

pritti dawes heo was with hcom : pat heo fondedon eucre

to bringue hire into pe deueles loro : Ake heo ne spedden neuere. 28

pis wychche wende to pe Duyk po : pat het quincian,

And seide, " sire, i-ne mai chaungi noujt : pe poujt of pis womman ;

Lijtloker man may pane hardeste ston : make nesche ase wolle

pane pat Maide poruj any gin : of hire pou^t bringe schulle." 32

pe Duyk let a-non pis mayde fotte : and Axede jwat heo were,

"godes schulchone," heo seide, " ich am " : heo naddo none fere,

he Axede of 3 wat kunne heo were. : heo seide, " of gent and free"

pe Duyk seide, " hov mijt pov gentil womman : and eke a schulchone

beot" 36

" Jus," seide pat maide po : " hit is more fraunchise

to beon gode[s]schulchene oper is pral : pane king opur Iustiso." [w. mi

" Anovre oyre godes 1 " seide pe Duyk : " ne spec of pi god non-more,



ST. AOATHA IS PUT IN PRISON, BUT AGAIN REFUSES TO WORSHIP 195

IDOLS. HER BREASTS ARE TORN OFF, BUT ST. PETER CURES HER.

Ofur ichullo fo swuch pino do : fat it schal fo rowe sore." 40

" I-ne schal so sono," fat maide seide : " In pine beo i-broujt

bat it nolo a-swagi jif ich habbo : on ihc*u crist mi foujt ;

Jif Jjou bringest me in ani fuyro : and ich mo bi-J>oncho

On fe pino J>at he folede for mo : a-non it wolo a-qucnche." 44

J?9 Duyk let nirae fat maide a-non : and In-to fc gayholo lede ;

Jjat maide was fo also glad : aso fei men hire to fcsto bedo.

In stronge prisono heo was i-do : far-inne longc heo lay.

Jje Duyk let farc-after-warde : at-fore him fat maydo bringe a day. 48

1T " Agnce," ho seide, " bi-)»ench )>o wel : bi-lof J)i fole foujt,

Anovre ore1 godcs J>at mowen fe helpo : are J>ou beo in pine

i-brOUjt." IMS. ortort

Jjat maide seide, " fou spillest fi breth : and fou tollest embo noujt.

Ake ich rede fat fou Anouri him : fat dcore us hath i-boujt, 52

And bi-lef fine false godcs : fat power nabbcz non,

J)at beoth i-mad of an old stoc : ofur of fe harde ston." ' us. Ntitjwmi

"Ncltfou [noujjt1," seido fo duyk : "fine folie juyt bi-lcue,

In stronge pine fov schalt beo i-don : to-day are it beo cue." 56

hokos and witthene he let nimo : and fasto to hire brcosto binde,

And let is tormentores with fo withfeno : hire brcosteno of wyndo.

" bov onwresto bouk," fis Maide seide : to fe duyk quincian,

"Ne hastfov no schame in fine heorto : defouli fus ani man 60

J3at lymo fat fov fi modor of soko : and fe hath forth i-broujt 1

Do fov fin owene confusion : and ne drcd fe rijt noujt."

IT gret pine folede fis clene [may] : arc hoo weren of i-drawe ;

So niuche was hire foujt on gode : fat it no greuede hire noujt an

have. 64

Jin heo weren of i-drawe : In-to prisono heo was eft i-do.

Jje Duyk lot witie fat prison fasto : fat no man ne come hire to

hire woundene to hele with ani-fing : ofur hire pines forto lisse.

Ake ore louerd ne for-jat noujt hire : fo ne forte be misso. 68

Ase heo in prisono al one was : an old man fare cam gon,

boxes fulle of Oygnemo[n]z : he broi^to mani on

And seide fat he hire hole wolde. : " fov ne schalt," heo seide ;

" I-ne kepe no man bote god : fat me hele and rede." 72

" Ich am," seide fe olde man : " In his name hidere i-wend,

o S



196 BT. AGATHA REMAINS STEADFAST, AND IS TO BR TORTURED WITH

FIRE, WHEN AN EARTHQUAKE DESTROYS THE BOOM-HALL. SHE DIES.

For icb am bis apostle— : to po he me hath i-send

Jjine woundene forto hele : ]>at pov host for him stronge.

In pe Ioyo of heueno : pine mede pou schalt afonge." 76

jje woandes he gan smeorie : heo weren hole in one stoundo.

jjat Moide nuste jware he1 Li-cam : f>o he hadde i-held hire wounde.

)5e Duyk let pat moide bi-fore him bringe : pone feorpe day, > us. h»

he seide, " hastpov jeot i-chaunget pi poujt 1 " : pat mayde seide " nay.

J)i word," heo seide, "no doth non opur : 3 wane pov spext pus to me,

bote fuylez swipe foule pe eyr : pat it deth inne fico. 82

he is wod pat stole opur ston : wole to helpe calle, [foi. w b.]

And noujt to god of bouene : pat hath i-helcd mine wounden olio." 84

"Darstpou jeot," seide pe Duyk : " of pine false gode more telle?

Beo pov so wod to nemmen him more : in stronge depe Man schol pe

quelle."

" Onwreste bouk," pat Maide seide : " I-nelle it lete noujt,

J3e jwyle pat ich libbe may : to nemen him with worde opur with

poujt." 88

J3e Duyk het men hire for-brenne : a gret fuyr he let make.

J)o heo [hire] wolden par-inne do : po eorpe bi-gan to quake,

H Ase wide one pe cite was : and felde a-doun pe dom-holle ;

Twei men pat hire Iuggeden to depo : a-slawe weren with pe walle.

" }jat folkt)f pe cite was a-drad. : to pe duyke heo seiden :

" J};s Mayde is guod, and we both for hire : In grete perile and in

drcdo. 94

gret pine pov host [hire] i-don : pou ne schol so non-more."

Jjo pe Duyk i-herde pis : a-drad he was wel sore ; 96

pat Mayde he let to prisone lede : and he him-seolf o-scopede a-wey

bi one posteme stillelicbe : pat no man him ne seyj.

Jx> pat mayde into prisone com : a-doun heo sat a-kneo,

" Louerd," he seide, " frara mani pine : pou hast i-saued me, 100

from fuyr and from woundos stronge : pou me hast i-broujt,

And from mi child-hod pou me hast i-wust : pat ine mis-bi-lefde noujt :

Lot me, louerd, to reste wende : for here me pinchez long,

Tyme it is to endi mi lijf : mine soule pov onder-fong." 104

Mid pusse worde bi-fore al pat folk : heo bi-gan to dcijo.

Jjare was mani a son man : and mani a wepinde cijo.



ANGELS BEAR A TABLET TO ST. AGATHA'S TOMB. SHE BATES 197

HER COUNTRY DURING AN ERUPTION. 8T. 8CHOLA8TIOA.

J3.it folk fat hire louedc : siwodo hire wel fastc,

hire bodi heo nomen with gret honour : and burcden it atfo laste. 108

J50 heo bureden pat holi bodi : a felawe-schipe fare cam go

Of J>e faireste children fat mi3ten beo : fro hondret and wel mo,

Jongo fingus of on age : in jwite clofus of palle ;

Ano table of Marbre In is hond : )>e on bar at-fore heom alio : 112

11 heo Ioyneden it to seinte Agace toumbe : J>o heo comen fer-to,

Wel sweteliche heo wenden ajen : fo hoo hadden so i-do—

Angles it weren fat faro a-lijten : for seinte Agace to grounde.

Clcrkes bi-heolden fe table jeonio : fare-Inne i-write liuy founde: 116

" )3is Maide hadde holi foujt : god heo dudo honour,

A-serued heo hath to alio fe contreie : dcliueraunce of langour."

For-sofe heo mijten fis loste word : far-after onder-stonde :

fulke time a twelf-Monfe : of an hul in fe londe 120

Strong fuyr fare cam eornen out : ase water doth of welle,

And barnde al fat fare was a-boute : quic fing it gan a-quelle ;

hit spradde wide into al fat lond : fat folk haddo groto fere,

And barnde fe hard roche of ston : ase fei it Col were. 124

heo ne dorsten bi-leue at no toun : ake omen ase men fat were wode :

At seinte Agace Toumbe : fare heo formest at-stode.

Al-so it bi-feol in hire daye : ase sone ase heo weren fere,

Jjat fuyr queinte a-non in-to al fat lond : aso fei it nouoro nere ; * 128

And bi-fore it hadde six dawes i-last : and six Nijjt al-so, 1'u.ie]

And orn ase fei it water were : for-barnde al fat him cam to.

bo schowede ore loucrd fat it was soth : fat fe maide seinte Agas

A-seruede deliueraunce to al fe Contree— : fare wel i-sene it was.

Al-so w[i]sliche we schullen hire bidde : ase heo fe contreie jaf bote,

bat we to fe Ioye fare heo is Inne : with hire come we mote.

34 [Scholace]

SEinte scholace, fat holie mayde : heo was of clcno Hue,

Leouere heo hadde to boon Nonne : fane beon i-widdet to wine,

Seint Beneit hire brofer was : and fe Ordre furst bi-fond

Of Nonnes and of blake Monekus : fat is juy t into al fat lond ; 4

Of blake Monekus at Duyn : An Abbeye he let a-rere,

him-eulf fe Abite furst he nam : fe jongore for-to lcro.



198 BT. 8CH0I.ASTICA WISHES HER BR0THEB, ST. BENEDICT, TO STAT

WITH HER. HE IS MIRACULOUSLY DETAINED BY A STORM ALL NIOHT.

Seinte Scholace, his soster : blac Nonne he let hire make,

And teijte hire penaunce forto don : to faste and to wake. 8

peoa tweije holie creatures : eche jere liadden ane wone

to coracn to-gadere some Tymo : and tcllen of goiles sone ;

Ake heore nofer in oferes Abbcye : bi-leue come ne mijto

Ne duelle for none finge : onto of heore celle bi Nijte. 12

H Jjo fis guoilc holi mayde : i-brou)t was in grete Elde,

hire longuede with hire brofer to speke : feble heo hire felde.

Jjo heo hadde to him i-sent : and to-gadero heo weren i-come,

AI dai heo tolden of godes priuetez : seinte Marie sone, 16

Of fe Ioye of heuene : hou holi men heore [lif] ladden ;

J)are-of al heore Ioye was : fat heo to-gadere hadden.

Sorio weren pis holie fingus bofe : for it was sumdcl nei$ Eue.

Seint Beneit to is soster seide : fat he no mijte no leng bi-leue. 20

Seinte scholace sori was. : " brofur," heo seide, " fin ore,

))is holie wordus so murie beoth : jeot we moten telle more ;

3 wane we In goiles seruise beoth : we ne do* nou;t ore ordre breke.

Ich am so feble fat ich ne wene : neucr-eft more with fo speke ; 24

bi-leue we fis one Nijt to-gadere : for his loue fat deore us boujte,

Ich wot fat he it wole us for-jiue : jwane we it doth in guode foujte."

" beo stille," seide seint beneit : " loke jwat fou dest telle,

Wcl for wost fat ine mai beo : bi nijte fram mine celle." 28

po scholace i-saij fat it ne heold : to bidde hire brofur more,

hire heued he hangede a-doun : and bi-gan to wepe sore.

" Loucrd," heo seide, " fat fov art : ful of milce and ore,

Lat me, louerd, jif fi wille it beo : i-heore more of fi lore ; 32

11 Ne lat noujt mi brofur to-Xijt : fram me, louerd, wende,

Ake soffre us with tales of fe : bringe fis nijt to ende."

Ase fis Maide loke1 opward : fo heo hadde i-don hire bone, > r.ic*«.i«

put weder fat was so cler and fair : bi-gan to chaungie sone ; 36

hit bi-gan to fondri and hauli : lcijten and eke line,

)3at feor with-Inne Nijto it was : er fat weder wolde a-fine.

11 po ne mijte seint beneit : for fe wedere fannee i-wende, [U-Mb.]

" Soster," he seide, " 3 wat hastfov i-don f : fou fondest me to schende ;

Jif it nere ore lonerdes willo : wel ne dost for nou^t,

pal i-«chal mine ordre breke : so mdde ich neuere i-fouft." 42



ST. 8CH0LA8TICA DIE8 THE THIRD DAT AFTER. ST. PATRICK VIKD6 199

A PIT, CALLED HIS PURGATORY, AND BUILDS AN ABBEY NEAR IT.

" Lcuo brofer," fat maido scidoj " ich bad fe swife jerne

Jjat fou fis nijt bi-lefdest here : and eucro fov dudest me iverne : 44

Ich bad mi louerd of hcucne : and he me i-hcrde a-non.

Cheos noufo jwafcr fov bi-leue wolt : ofur hconncs for-to gon,

bi-lef me alone jif fov mijt : for no fonk no can ich fe,

Ake ich fonki god of hcuene : fat so sone i-heorde me." 48

bo hco no mijten dcparti noujt : to-gadere al nijt heo woke,

And tolden of godcs suettncsso : and of is mijtc : In tale and eke in

bokc.

be Nijt heom fovfjtc] suyfc schort : and sorie at feno ende

heo wcrcn fo heo fano daij i-seijen : 3wane heo scholden a-to i-wende.

heo no doraton no lengore to-gadere beo : ac wenden to heore celle,

hco wercn bof0 swife sorie : fat hco ne mijten no leng to-gadere duello,

bo fat Maide was horn i-come : sore sik heo lay},

And asc it godcs willo was : heo deide fane fridde daij. 56

Scint Beneit in is celle eode : his soster soule he i-scij

In fourme of a jwijt Coluere : fleon op into hcucne an heij ;

hcoucno opencde a-jeines hire : fe Coluere gan in flco.

glad was fis holi man : fat he it roijte i-seo 1 CO

A-moruwo he and is couent : fudere wenden sonc

And bureden fat holi maide : ase it was rijt to done,

bidde we sueto Ihesxi crist : fat is so fair and hende,

J3.it we moten fudero comen : ase scholaco dude i-wende. 64

35 Purgatorium Baiicti Patrici abb[at]is.1

SEint paterik foru godes grace : makede anc put in Irlonde,

Jjat seint patriko purgatorie is icleoped : jeot, ase ich onderstonde.

Ore louerd him bi-tok ane staf : mid is owene hemic,

bat he fond fulke purgatorie with : i-hcrcd beo godes sonde I 4

In Irlonde is jeot fLike staf i-wust : dereworfeliche i-novj,

For gret rcliko he is i-holde : and elles it wore wouj.

Seint paterik in fulke etude : fat his purgatorie is,

Of religion bi-gan an bous : fat jeot stant, i-wis, 8

Ant Chanoynes fare-inne he makede : ase jeot fare booth al-so.

1 I hire published this legend before in AUengl. Ltgtndtn, Paderborn, 1675,

P- ITT ft", together with two other veraou*.



200 HOW HEN 00 INTO ST. PATRICK'S PUROATORT. SIR OWAYN DOES

TO THE BISHOP TO BE SHRIVEN.

Jjane put he let fasto closi a-bouto : fat noman ne come far-to.

H In fe churche-jerd is fat ilke putt : rijt toward fe Est-eide,

ri^t est fram fe heije Aujtcr : fat manie men jwylene soften wide,

he is bi-walled faste a-bouto1 : and fasto i-loke fo jate, > Ms. »boout«

And fc prior haueth fo keijc in warde : fat no man ne mot In

far-ate. 14

Al bi scint patcrikes clai3e : men wenden fudere i-lome,

And sethfe also mani on : and fewe ajen fare come ; 16

Ake fulke fat fare comen ajen : of fat heo i-scijen, heo tolde,

Ase it is in fe house i-write : and in priuo conseile i-holde.—

11 pa manere is of euerech man : fat for-sofe fudcre i-went,

|?at it boo to bete is sunnes : jif ore louerd him grace [sent], [ft>i. o-j

to fe bischope of fe lond : furst he schal him schriue,

And bidde him leue fene woy to go : in amendement of is liuo. 22

Ake fe bischop schal rede heom1 fare-a-jein : and manio resones

schewe, > r. him

And segge fat manio fudero wendeth : and ajein fare comieth fewe.

Ake 3if he is stable in is foujt : for al fat men him habbez i-bede,

pa bischop him wole is lettre make : to fe prior of fe stude. 26

U pe prior him wole al-so rede i-novj : for-to chaungi is foujt ;

And, jwane he sijkz him studefast : fat he nele bi-leue it noujt, 28

In-to churche he wole him lede : and sette him a-doun a-kne ;

Fiftene dawes he schal fare : in is oresones beo. > ms. praomion

And 31 F heo ne mouwen for no-fing : maken chaungi is foujt,

With gret procession1 of prcostes : to fe putte he worth i-broujt ; 32

With fe croiz and with fe haliwatur : heo schullen blessi him ech-on,

him-sulf he schal him blessi al-so : and fanne into fe putte gon ;

And fat procession schal tuyrne ajen : ase rijt is for-to done.

A-moruwe In fulke tyme : heo schullen come fudere eft-sono, 36

And, bote heo finden him fanne ajen i-come : with gret deol and sor

heo schullen tuyrne a-jein, and sikere beoth : fat he ne comes ajen

non-more.—

U hit bi-fel bi fe kingus daije steuene : fat novfe late was,

Of a knijt, fat heijte sire Ovwayn : a swife wonder cas. 40

to fe bischop fis knijt eode : and to schrifto to him he cam,

In grete repentaunce of is sunnes : deol and sorewe to him he nam.
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J50 bischop bi-gan to chido foste : for fat he hodde mis-do,

And seide fat ho was manne worst : for-to sunogun so, 44

And scide fat ho no mijte so muche schamo a-fonge : fat he nere

wuyrfe more.

Jjo knijt sat with careful heorto : ho sijto and weop ful sore.

H " Sire," scide Jjo knijt, "jwan ich habbe : manno worst i-do,

to fo sunnc fat grottcst is : most pcnaunco mot far-to ; 48

And jif ich a-mong alio men : most sunful am, alas,

Jjo gretteste pcnaunco ichulle take : fat cuore bi-foundo was :

Icliullo mo take to godes grace : and in is name i-wendo

Into seint paterikes purgatorie : and take fat god me wole sonde." 52

" Ov, ben frere," quatli fo bischop : "be stillo, jwi seistfoT sot

Crist for-bcode fat fov ouere : swuch folio do 1

Onnofe comez fare ani a-jen : fat doth fare-In i-wonde ;

Xoldo god fat fov fe dodo dudest : bodi and soule to schcnde 1 56

Ake wend into religion and bi-lef faro : to fine liues onde :

Jjine sunnes fou mi3t beto wol : jif god fo wole grace sende."

" Certcs, sire," quatli fis knijt : " aso wel fov mijt boo stillo,

For fulke penaunce ichulle do : y.t it is godes wille ; 60

For ase muchc aso ich habbe of-acrued : Ine mai noujt habe of wo.

bore-fore seije jwat i schal : for fudcre ichulle go."

'i bo bischop prechede him faste i-novj : for-to chaungi is fonjt ;

Ake atfe laste, fo he isaij : fat it was al for noujt, 64

To fo prior of fe stude : his lettrcs made sono, [foi. « bj

Jjat he scholdo bi him do : ase bi swuch a man was to done.

IT bo prior prechede him fas to i-novj : and schowede him resones

i-nowe,

I'd he mijte changi is foujt : fat ho him with-drowe ; 68

bote is prechingo was al for noi^t. : ase he saij atfon ende

Jjat he nolde lete for no-fing : fene penlouse wei to wende,

be prior nam him bi fe bond : and in-to churcho him broujte.

J)are he ful akne adoun : and ore louerdes grace bi-soujto ; 72

In fastingues and in oresones : fourteno nijt he lai,

Forte bidde ore louerdes grace. : and in fe fourtefe dai

J)at Couent cam a-boute him : and ofere preostes al-so

And clorkes, with procession : fe seruise for him to do. 76
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IT For him Leo songun fe heije-masse : and to ore loucrd criJen

faste,

And ore louerdes flochs and is blod : heo jeuen him atfo lasto,

And spreinden him with holi watur : and heoro orcsones heo seide.

With Croix and with procession : to )>e put heo gonne him lede, 80

And hoijliche songun fe letanie : and holi water with hem bore,

And alle louerdes halewe beden : fat heo heoro1 help were. > r.u*

J)e prior on-lek Jie puttes dore : bi-fore heom cch-on,

And seide : "beu frere, lo here fe wei : fat )>ou wilnost for-to gon.

Ake jif Jwu wolt bi ore rede do : f i foujt fou schalt wende

And in ofur manere fine sunncs bete : ase god fe grace wole sende ;

Fewe here comen euere ajen : fat wenden here- In bi-fore,

Ake heo beoth for tormentingue and for wo : lif and soule for-lore."

11 " Certes, sire," quath fis knijt : " rodo jwat fov mo redo,

In ore louerdes name fane wei ich take : to bete mine misdede. 90

Ake for is loue fat us deore boujte : biddez for me ech-on I

Lif and soule god ich bi-take : and In his name ichulle In gon." 92

he blessedo him, and wonde forth In : and bi-tok god is flesch and

is bon ;

Jje prior spreinde him with holi water : and lek fe dore a-non.

Jjis guode knijt wende him forth : wei baldeliche and faste,

In one holewe weie onder eorfe : and to god is heorte caste ; 96

Swyfo deork it was, fat he no say rijt noujt : ne no-fing him ne

a-gaste.

So longe fat him foujte he i-saij : wei feor lijt atfe laste.

Jjudenvard he wende baldeliche : so fat he cam fere 11013 •

▼>>• Jje faireste feld fat niijto beo : atfe weijes ende he iscij. 100

% Jjare-Inne he wende murie i-novj : and a-middo fe felde he fond

Jje faireste halle and fe nobleste : fat mijte beo in ani lond.

Ake fct weder nas noujt cler : bote ase it were neij eue.

Forto bi-holde fat noble weork : ane stounde he gan bi-leue. 104

J)e walles neren noujt i-hole : ake al a-boute i-wis

With pilers and with q'oynte Arches : ase fis Monckeno cloistre is.

In he wende a godes name : and sette him al one an heij ;

he bi-heold a-boute in-to echo huyrno : and fat quoy[n]te weork he

sei). 108
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Ase he bi-heold al-so a-bouta : faro come In at )>e on ende

Twclf men in jwite clones : swipe faire and hende ; [M. m]

Alle heore crounes weren newe schaue— : and suyfe faire Leo him

grettcn,

And alle heo seten faire a-doun : and fane [knijt] bi heom heo gotten.

IT bo seido on of heom, ase fei it fe prior were : wel mildeliche and

stille :

" bev frere, i-hered beo Ihesu. crist : pat on )>e broujte swucho wille,

And late Jjo fat pouj a-godes name hast bi-gonne : for is holi grace

wol ende 1

leue bropur, 3wane pou woldest pis wei : for fine sunnes wende, 116

Opur pov most beon studefast and hardi : and in none manere tujrno

pi poujt,

Opur pov worst for-lore, lif and soule : and sone to J>o deuel i-broujt.

For also-sone ase we both heonne i-went : po feondes lupere aud

wicke

lieo wollez come a-bouto pe : In-to pis lions ful picko, 120

And don J>e tormens and wo i-novj : and bi-hote fe wel more ;

And heo wollez also bi-hote fe Ioye i-novj : jif fov wolt leue heore

lore ;

And jif heo mouwen foruj ani bi-heste : ofur enio gile, fe oner-come,

For-sofe fov worst, lif and soule : a-deuele wei nl clene i-nome. 1 24

Ake jif fov art studefast of heorte : and on Ihesu crist wolt fcncho,

Ne for bi-heste1 ne for wo : fram him pou nelle blenche, > jis.umu h«u

Jjou worst quit of alle fine sunnes : fat fov hast euere i-wroujt,

And fov schalt i-seo alio fe Ioies : fat guodo men beoth inne i-broujt,

And al-so fo pine fat lufere men : habbez for heore mis-dede.

Ake in jwat wo fat fov euere art : euere fench on god, ich rede,

IT And euere jwane heo tormentiez fe : cri Iesu milce and ore,

Aud, jif fou art studefast in gode bi-leue : heo ne schullen defouli fe

non-more. 132

We bi-takez fe god of heuene : and ich rede fov do bi ovre lore."

bo nuste fe kn^t }wore heo bi-comen. : he sat and sijte sore,

Elinge he bilefte alone : and cride on godes mijte,

And Armede him with holie beden : ajen fe deuelene to fijte, 136

On fe holi gost he cride faste : fat he ne scholde him faile ;
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he lokede euere jwano heo comen : him for-to a-saille.

Ase he sat a-godes name : }ie bataille for-to a-bide,

Jjare cam a sori reuful cri : a-boute in echo side, 140

Ase alfe world to-borste and to-breke : him foujte it was al-so,

J>at, J»ei alle fe bestes of fe worlde : to-gadere weren i-do,

Ase1 loude and ase grislicho ase heo mijtcn : jcollindo ech-one heo

Were. >a/.&u« * al.om. • a&fxtjir

Ake2 heo ne niijten a-mong heom alle : make so grislicho here, 1 44

Jjats is hope and is heorte on ihcsu. crist : euero-more heo were,4 « r. n«r«

Elles he hadde wod bi-como : and i-loro is wit for fere.

PyiteiL *J j3o comen heo a-bouten him : ficke and grislicho fero,

3conijndo and grenninde on him : with ful lodlich chore. 148

" bel ami," quath fo on of heom : " fou hast a-rijt i-do,

We owcz wel alle a-nouri fo : for al to fewe doth so.

For alle ofere men wollez a-bide : )>at hoore lif heom beo bi-nome,

And jeot it is ajen heore wille : fat heo schullon hidere come : 152

And fov art i-come al bi fine liue : and bi fine guode wille al-so ;

"Wel ou^te we fine mode jelde : and grc[t] fonk also fe do.

Jwane fov hast bofe bodi and soule : ijyucn us bi fine liue, [foi. w b.]

Saunt faille wo ne booth noujt so onkuynuo : fat we it nellez jello

fe bliue, 156

For fe kundenesse fat fov to us come : al bi fine owene lore.

Ake nafeles, jif fou wolt on eorfe : habbe Ioye more,

Sikere us an hond fat fov wolt : In ore scruiso bi-leue

And we fe wollez ajen to eorfo bringe : al sauf, are hit boo eue, 160

And fov schalt habbe fare Ioye i-nouj : in hallo and eke in

boure—

For none men ne fareth so murie fare : ase fulke fat booth ovro.

hcij man and noble fov schalt boo : and alle men schullon honouri fe.

3wane fov art ded ant comest to us : fou schalt habbe ase guod ase

we." 164

Jjis knijt foujte euere on Iesu crist : and nolde chaungi is wille,

For fretuinge ne for fair bi-heste : ake sat him euere stillo.

J)o he nolde graunti noujt : to heom for-to wende,

heo pollen and grenneden on him foule : and strong fuyr bi-gonne

for-to tiende ; 168
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f Jjis knijt hco bounden hondcn and fet : and a-midde fe fuyre him

caste,

With Irene Ovles and pikes : heo to-drowen him wel faste.

pis knijt badde gret pine : wel loude he cride a-non :

" Ihesus, Ihesus, help me noufe : and do a-wei mine fon ! " 172

A-non so [he] hadde J>is word i-seid : fat fuyr a-queinto ech sprpnke,

And fe deuelcne no mitten him non more to-drawe. : ore louenl

he gan fonko,

And fe hardiore he was i-nouj : fo he J>is i-seij,

And fe lasse he was of heom a-drad : )>at weren him so ncij. 176

Wel grisliche heo jollen, fo schrewes : Jo heom faillede heore mijt,

And flouwen echone out of fo hallo : and drowen with heom fis

knijt

A-jcn fe grounde heo drowen him harde : bofo bi fet and honde,

longe, him folate, and swifc feor : al-a-bouto in a waste londe. 180

So blac and deork was al fat lond : fat no-fing he ne S013

bote fe feondes fat him to-drowen : fat eo ficke weren him neij.

Ake swife softo wind fare was : fat ho beorde onnefe,

Ake so scharpe ho bleu; and coldo : fat broujto him 11013 to dofe ;

lti3t colde he wende f01-113 is heorte : and foruj al is bodi also,

)5at him were leouere fane al f0 world : fat fe pine were ido.

bus colde heo drowen him, ase heom1 foujte : forth rijt est, i-wis,

Ase fo sonno a-rist in somcr : 3 wane fo dai longest is. > r. blm 188

J>o heo comen, ase heom1 foujte : rijt to fe worldes ende,

bi a brod valeie hoo torneden heom : and southward gonne i-wende,

toward fe stude fat fe sonne : In winter doth a-rise.

Jjis soli knijt was i-drawe : and i-pined in fale wise. 192

bo fou3te him fat he i-beorde fcor : bi-fore him ase it were,

Swife deolful cri and wop : and swyfe revful bore ;

Euere fe neor fat heo comen : fe revlokur was fat cri.

So longe [heo] drowen him, fat him foujte : fat heo weren rijt fer-bi.

H Jjo comen heo into a wid feld : non more no mijto boo, > r. prim*

So long and brod in echo side : fat he ne mijte non ende i-seo. 198

Of men and of wummen fis feld was : ful in eche side,

fc wombene to-ward fe grounde : i-spradde a-brod ful wide, CM. m]

hondene and fet al a-brod : to fe eorfe fnste i-bounde
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"With Irene nailles al fuyrie : i-smite foruj heom to grounde. > at. on.

J}i8 wrechche gostes weren1 so i-pinede : with Irene and with fuyre.

So deolful cri heo maden Jiaro : fi.it grot deol it was to huyre ; 204

heo criden racrci deolfulhche : Ake no merci men nolde heom do ;

For Anguische fe eorfe heo freten : and hore tongene gnowen al-so.

)3o deoulene ornen opon hem : and treden heom to fo grounde,

And with Ovles swife kene : maden heom mani a wounde.— 208

Alias, jwy nellez men heon i-war : and heore sunnes here hete,

Are heo comen to purgatorie : and with fe lufere gostes mete I

For ase wel beth fo schrewes in purgatorie : and ouer-al, ase in hello,

And scliullcn for-to fo daije of dome come : telle jwat men telle.—

Jje feondes seiden, "rijt ase [fis] men beoth i-pinede : fov schalt

beo also,

bote fov wolle )>i foujt wende : and after ovre rede do."

11 And fo he nolde in none manere : to grounde harde heo him caste

And tormenteden him ase )>e ofcro weren : and to J>e eorfo nailo<len

him fasto. 216

Ake he criede a-non to ihesu crist : fo him smert so sore :

Jjare nas non of fo schrewes Jio : fat mijton serui him so more.

«. Jjo fo schrewes i-seijen fat heo ne> mijten : heore willo habben fo,

heo drowen him into an ofur felde : wel ful of more wo. 220

Of Men and wummen it was ful : op-rijt i-sprad to grounde,

Fet and hondene a-to i-drawe : and to fc eorfe fasto i-boundo,

t With glowinde biendes al of Ire : i-nailede heo weren fer-to ;

Al fuyrie naddrene ope heom seten : and foule crappudes al-so. 221

Some of J>e naddrene bi-cluptcn heom : so faste al a-boute

Jjat heom folate heo scbolden to-berste : so streito heo garden heom

with-oute ;

Some seten ope heom : and heore flesch al-to-gnowe

And with kene tieth al fuyrie : wombe and breoste to-drowe, 228

Some with hore scharpe tounges : foruj fe hcorte sore heom smite ;

Some heo gnowen, and some heo stounge : and some with scharpe

tieth heom bite.

pe Crapoudes al-so, fat weren so foule : op-on heore breostene sete

And stoungen heom foru} heore hcortene : with heore foule wrottes

gretc. 838



SIR OWATN, IN ST. PATRICK'S PtJRQATORT, IS SATED FBOIC 207

TORMENTS BT NAMING JESUS CHRIST'S NAME.

J3c lufere gostes ornen al-so : a-boute heom i-nowe > us. » ■

With hokes and with oujlcs : a[nd] 1 with gret eir heom to-drowe. "

bo wrcchche gostes, so for-pinede : in swuch torment weren1 i-broujt,

heo criden alle deolfulliche : ake hit ne halp heom noujt. > «J. om. 23G

H ]}e feondes noraen fis seli knijt : and wolden him pini al-so :

Ako anon so he cride on lhesu. crist : ne ruijten heo bringo him

fer-to.

Jeot fe feondes eft-sone him nonien : and to )>o fridde feld him <M> r*"»-

brou3te.

In stronge pine he saij fare wrechche gostes : fat of heom-self luyte

roujte, 240

Jjat weren i-spradde on Jie eorfo abrod : and i-smitcn foru^-out ech-one

with nailes fickc al abrod : ase fare mijten stikie one,

feat man ne niijte finde ane amtio place : on al heore bodie so luyte

bat man mijte for J>e ficke nailles : a fingres ende to heom puyte.

IT A smart wind also to ofur wo : on heom bleuj wel faste, [foi.g»b.]

bat heom foujte heo weren i-barnd : foruj-out with eche Waste.

be feondes ornen faste a-boute : fram ech to ofur i-nowe

And heore wrechche flesch with ofur wo : mid Ovles heom to-drowo.

Jjeos wrechche gostes, so fur-pinede : and in swuch torment i-broujt,

Revliche heo criden ase heo mijten : ake it ne hnlp heom rijt nou3t ;

For heo weren so clene ouer-como : fat heo ne mijten onnefe

Aui voiz out-bringe bote ase a man : fat were ope fe pointe of defe :

In heore frote heo criden dimmeliche : for heore strencfe heom was

bi-nome

With muche pine, and no wonder it nas : fei heo weren ouer-come.

be feondes nomen fis seli knijt : and to grounde him caste,

And sciden, bote he wolde turne is foi^t : heo wolden naili him fare

wel faste. 256

Ake he cride on lhesu crist : and nemde is holi name :

bo schrewes ne hadden none mijte fo : to don him more schame.

Jeot heo nomen and drowen him : into fe feorfe felde, Qainu (m.

Ful of brumston al brenninde : with stronge leije and spelde. 260

IT Ech manere pine fat mijte heo : In fulke felde he soij :

Some with chaines of Ire : al fuyrie, hengen on heij,

Some bi Armes, some bi fet : and bi fe necke mani on,
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heo weren an-hangedo in stronge fuyre : of pich and eke brumston ;

Some bengen bi stronge crokus : I-pulte fonij eipur Eyje,

J30TO3 po proto some also : and poru3 oi]>ur ore wel heijo, 266

And some foruj heore derne limes : and some £01-113 po tete,

Jjat leuero beom were pane al ]>e world : beore ly f to habbe i-lete.

Some op-on grediles of Ire : i-rostede weren also,

Some ase gyes, pe spites of Ire : poruj-out hcom i-do ;

Some leyen oprijt a-jein pe grounde : jnonijndo wel faste,

J30 feondes welden led and bras : and in beore mouses caste. 272

be ne mijto bi-pencho no manero pine : pat bo ne saij mo for.

bim Jioujte be saij fare mani on : fat be knov on corpo ber.

J)e feondes bim casten a-midde pis pine : a-mong pis opere ech-on :

And be cride on Iesu crist : and was dcliured a-non. 276

. IT Jeot pis feondes pis selie kr^t : into an opur place buy drowe.

Jjarc-Inne be i-saij a gmlich jweol : witb spokene longe i-nowe ;

J)at on onde bangedo toward pe gronndo : pat ojmr op-on heij,

Ful it was of bokes and pikes : wcl picko, use be i-seij ; 280

Jlis hokes and pis pikes weren : faste i-riuer al-so,

With wrecbebe gosics ai-a-boute : pat paron wcrcn i-do.

Al brennindo was pis soric jweol : and stinkindc of brumston ;

J30 wrechebe gostes pat par-on hengon : brennindo weren ech-on. 284

J)is feondes wenden forth n-non : and heore hokes paron caste

In eipur side, a[nd]x tur[n]den a-boute : pis sori jweol so faste,

Jjat of pe gostus pat paron hengon : no-ping heo ne scijo— • ms. •

So faste beo torneden pat jweol a-boute— : bote pe brennindo leije ;

Ake dcolfullicbe beo criden and jollen : euer-ech in is ende.—

Alas, jwi nellez men bcon i-war : are heo hconnos wendc, [f«i- iw>:

Jwane be mi3tcn here with a luytel pine : bete heore mis-dedo

And pare heo schullen so bitere a-buggo : alas, pe wrechhede I— 292

J)is feondes nomen pis seli knijt : and on pis 3 wool him caste

And with pis opere wrechebe gostes : torneden him a-boute faste :

Sono he cride on Ih<vu crist : deliuered he was a-non ;

J)e feondes stoden and bi-heolden : with dreori mod ech-on. 296

k % Eft heo nomen bim bitterliche : and ferrore juyt him ladde,

And harleden him forth wel revfulliche : and loude jollen and gradde.

bi-fore him he sai) an bous stonde : long and brod i-nov; ;
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BOILING LEAD, OTHERS IN FREEZING WIND.

stunch and hoto fat farof cam : him foujto al-mest [hira] a-slouj. 300

ho with-stod, and noldo, is foukos : for stunche gon non ner ;

" Ferrore fov sclialt," fe fendes sciden : " fou ne schalt noojt a-bide

her;

A bath it is fat fov isijest : and far-inne fov schalt boo 303

And bafi with ofere fat fare beoth : no schalt fov noujt so fleo."

)3e gostos fat fare-inno weren : wel deolfulliche cride

And jollen loude, ase he i-heorde : a-boute in echo side.

pis knijt with fis foulo wijtes : Into fo groto house cam.

Of tormens fat ho fare isaij : grot gome wilh-allo he nam. 308

ful of puttes and of diches : fat hous with-inne it was ;

More seoruwe no more stunch : neuere i-seijo nas :

hco weren folle of strongo tormens : boillinde euer-ech-on

Of wallinde led, and i-fulde heo weren : of piche and brumston. 312

Wrechche gostus fare-inno seten : fe torment tilde wel lioijo :

Some a-boue fo heuod : and some rijt to fe Eyje,

Some to fe nose, and some to fe mouth : and some op to fe swere

And some to heore breostene : and a-boutten hcore sunncs ful deore,

And some to heore nauele : and some neferrore more, 317

And some stoden op to heore knen : and criden and weopen tsore,

And some stoden In with bofe fot : and some with fat on ;

Deolfolliche heo weopen and criden : and pollen euerechon. 320

f " Nov fov i-sixt," qnefon fe fcondes : " jwoder-In fov schalt gon,

bote fov wollo an-ofur spoke : and to us tuyrne a-non."

lico nomen and casten him In a putto. : on Icsus a-non he cride :

Op he cam a-non a-jen : and no lengore ho ne moste fare a-bide. 324

hco nomen him in greto wrathfe : and harleden him ferrere more, [0**«»|

And broujtcn him opon a swyfe gret lml : ful of sorewe and sore.

he stod and bi-hoold a-boute : fo ho cam fare-op an lieij ;

him wondrede of fo manie gostcs : fat he fare i-seij. ' «'■ h«t »n« 328

Alle fo pinene1 fat he hadde er i-seije : faro ajen noujt nere :

I-cluijte heo seten ope heore ton : and quakeden revliche for fere.

In fo south-half of fo hul : a deop water fore was and louj,

hat foule stonk, and caldore was : fane ani ys ofur snovj. 332

A norferne wind fasle blevj : fat him foujte is flesch to-rende ;

Euere fare seten gostos : and a-jein fe winde heom wende,

LEGENDS OF SAINTS. p
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210 sir owatn, in ST. Patrick's puboatobt, is saved from cold

AND STENCH. BE SEES THE FIT OF HELL.

heo quakcdcn and chyucrcden fasto : in greto pine and strongo,1

Asc ho-so seith a-bidet faro liooro time : hcore dcth for-to a-fongc.

" lo," seido on of Jie feondes : ." J>ov nost xionjt jwat istis ; p m. 100 b.j

bote fov tome j>i foujt sone : fou schalt i-wite, i-wis."

He hadde he bote fis word i-seid : fat fare no cam a wind blowe

And drof alle pis wrcchche gostes : into fe deope watur ful lowe ; 340

H J)e Norfcrno wynd drof heom a-doun : al mid one blastc,

And alle ]>e gostes, and fone knijt : a-midde fe watere Item caste.

More pine ne mijto non beo : of stronge chele ne of stunclio

Jjane J>is gostes farinne hadden : faro ne mijto non at-blenche. 344

j3o fe knijt fe stronge pine : of fis water i-felde,

he gan to eric on Ihcsu crist : fat faillede him ful seldo :

A-non-rijt with-oute letto : op of fis watere man him1 drovj. IjJJjJ,*

Ake fis wrechche gostes lefden fere : with sorewo and wo i-novj.

For in fat water, fat was so cold : and so foule stonk also, 349

Jjis gostes swynubn op and doun : in mucho sorewo and wo ;

pe feondes ornen opon fe watere : so men doth on fe londe,

And jwane ani wolde coueri1 op : with fote ofur with honde, 352

heo pulten him a-doun a-jon : fat fare ne a-scapede non ; > <a. ci«i»ri

)3are was wo and sorewo i-nouj : a-mong heom euerechon.

H jpis feondes wenden forth a-non : and fo seli knijt eft nome,

And drowen him into a sori studo : fare neuer er heo ne come. 356

heo comen and stoden ouer a put : wyd it was and deop i-novj ;

A brennindo smoke, fat foule stonk : op of fo putte drovj,

Jjat onnefe fe knyjt mijte stonde : for sori stunch fare-ncij.

'Wrechche gostes in fis put : in fat sori smoke he seij 3C0

Fleo op and doun al brennindo : ase speldone doth of fuyre,

And in-to fe putte eft fullen a-doun : fo heo ne mijtcn no long duyrc.

him foujte he was al ouer-come : for fe stunchc fat far-op of drovj ;

}5are-bi him foujte fat in fe grounde : was soruwe and deol i-novj.

" Jwy stanst fov so 1 " fo fcrides seiden : " finchf fe farof wonder,

Of fis swetc smoke fat hero bloweth : and jwat put beo fare-onderl

H In fis put is ovre woneingue : for fe put of hello it is ;

And, for fov us hast i-serucd wel : here fov schalt wonio, i-wis, 368

For alle fat us seruieth wel : hidere heo schullen wende ;

And, jif fov comest here-in with us : fov worst here with-outen endo.



sir 0wayn, in st. patrick's purgatory, is rescued, bt 211

Christ's name, from the fit of hell.

Jjore-foro i rede tome fi foiijt : and do us hero man-rodo

And wo schullen J>eno wei aso wo come1 : al sauf a-jen Jhs lede ; 372

)3ov schalt on corfo al fi lijf habl)o : richesse, and loye al-so, 'ms. «mn«

For we schullen on eorfo J>c finde i-novj : aso rijt is fat wo do."

J30 )>e knijt for-sok hcoro bi-heste : aso he hadde er i-lome,

lieo smitcn licom a-doun into fo putto : and fene knijt with hconi

nome. 376

Jje deopporo fat hco comen : J)[e] braddere J>e put was ;

Ake1 al fo wo fat he isaij er : .1-30111 fat 110113 1 it nas. > «<.)»*

Of stunch, of brenninge, and of ofur wo : fe knijt was so ouer-come

pat is povjt toward Iesu cmt : nei) him was bi-noine ; [foi. 101] 380

So muche pine nas neuere i-seije— : him fou;to ase foi ho felde

pat ho was neij ope fo pointe : feno gost op to jelde.

A'ke ore loucrd a-mong al is wo : grace him jaf atf0 laste

pat ho foujte on Ihesn crist : and to him cride [fasto].1 > hs. «t)» iut« 384

A smoke fare cam smite up a-non : mid one wel strongo blasto

pene knijt an heij a-boue fc putto : and manie ofere1 gostes, caste.

pe knijt jwirlede op in fis blast : ase speldcno doth, wel wide, ■ at. om.

Atfe lasto he lijte a-doun : a-boue f0 putte bi side. 388

pare ho stod and bi-heold a-boute : ase man fat witles were, ,v

pat for fe pino fat he haddc i-haued : he nuste hov he cam fere,

po he hadde longo i-stonde al one : and bi-holde a-boutc,

pare comen blaste op of fo putte : deuclene a gret roujto 392

And [stoden] bi him al a-boute : al newe as foi hoo were ;

Aso him fou3te, he nc saij hem : neuer er bote f0 fere,

hco bi-heolden him wel grisliche : and grennoden on him al-a-boute,

And eciden, " jwi stanst fov hore al 0110 1 : fov most come into ovre

rovte." 396

hco seiden, " tolden ore felawcs fe : fat fis was fe put of hollo ?

hit nis noujt so, ako wo wollcz sone : for rijte sofe fe telle.

Nostfov noujt fat it is ore rijto : to lijen euere-mo,

And fat we with lesingues bi-traioth men : bote it mowe ofur go ?

And so ore felawcs louwen fe : fat fis was fe put of hollo ; 401

Ake fov schalt come fudere with us : and f0 sofe we wollez fe tello."

If pis deouelene harlodon fane knijt forth : fat wo was him to-drawe,

pat him were leouere fane ani-fing : fat he hadde i-beo of lif-dawe.

p s
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212 SIR OWAYN, IN ST. PATRICK'S PURGATORY, WALKS SAFELY OTEIl

UELL-BRIDGE, BY CHRIST'S GRACE.

So pat Leo comen to a swype grot watur : (loop and brod i-novj ;

A strong mist, pat foule stonk : op of pis watcro drovj 40G

Of brumston and of opur wo— : so strong stunch nouere he no soi},

)jat mid al po pino of po, world : onnepe he stod pero-neij. 408

A brugge pare was ouer pat watur : smallcro no inijte non beo ;

po smoke was so picke al-a-boute : pat onncpe ho mijte [it] i-seo.

po goidcn pc sorie fendes : " we seggez pe i-wis

Jjat onder pis deopo watcro : pe put of hello so is. 412

And pat pov schalt sono i-wito : for pov schalt sone a-non

ouer pis wutur, pat is so deop : opon pis brugge gon,

And we schullcn pe sonde switch a wynd : pat schal po amidde costo,

And ore fclawes pat booth bi-ncotho : schullcn po nimo wel faste

And drawo pe doun forth with hem : Into hello grounde a-non.

Cum novpe forth and pouj schalt : op-on pis brugge gon." 418

lico nonien pis soli knijt : and op-on pis brugge drowe,

And maden him go pcre, is on-ponkes : with wrechhedes i-nowo. 420

J)rco pingus vuo'o i-nowe : on pis bmggo were : > «*. ™mH n»

Jjat on was, for lico was so heij : pat no gost no1 inijte for fero

jjare-oppe gon and so deopo a-doun : habbe so grislicho sijte ;

J)at opur was, for heo was so narovj : pat onncpe atti-ping1 11113 to *^4

Jjare-oppe sctto ani fot : pat he ne full© a-doun a-non ;'.</. m. [M. 101 1..]

Jje pridde, pat heo was so slider : pat man no ntijto pare-oppe gon

bote he slide and folio a-doun : so sleij man nouere noro.

J)cos prco pinges pesno sclie knijt : broujten in greto fere, 428

For heo was narovj, and slider, and heij : pat ho no scholde him so

bi-Jelle,

3if pat he glufte1 in ani half : pat lie ne fulle in-to hello. ' «'• k'»i«

H Jjare-oppe he was with strencpo i-broujt : and paro-oppo i-makct to

gon.

So grot dredo, ase him pou3te : no hadde he neuer er non. 432

Ake sone he poujto on ihcsu crist : pat so ofte him sauede er,

And cride on is holie name : pat he were is helpe per.

he code forth we[l] baldeliche : and pe innore pat he cam

pe hardioro him poujte he was : and pe betere lieorte to him he nam,

And pe braddore was is wei— : so longe forth he eode,

Jut it was so brod pat pore mijte : a carte gon for neode, 438



st. Patrick's purgatory, the fiends cease to persecute 213

sir owayn. he goes through a glorious gate.

And so longe, fat tuei cartes mijte : mcten heom wel i-novj.

bo knijt fo wcl baldclicho : ase a maistor forth him drouj. 440

bo feondes stodcn bi-ncfe fe bruggo : and seijon him so faste gon,

And for al fe wo fat hoo him duden : ne ouer-cam him noujt on ;

heom Jioujtc, it was al for nou jt : after him to hontcn more :

grisliche hco gonne forto 3eolle : ant to crie and wepo suyfo sore,

bat for fo jeollingo Jiat heo maden : he hadde wel more fere 445

bane of al fe pine fat ho hadde er : so lodlich was fe here ;

H heore Oulcs heo nomen and heore hokes : and toward him casten

an hcij ;

Ako faro nas non fat him touchi niijte : ne no-fing come him iicij.

So fat al sauf with alle Ioye : ouer bis watcre he hira drovj, 449

And fe fcondos lefdon bi-hindo : with greto soruwe ant sor i-nouj—

In helle is heore kuyndo heritage : and elles for-sofe it were wovj !

hco leten him go jwodcro he wolde : and ne fondeden him non more,

And hcolden heom clenelicho ouer-come : for al heore false lore,

bis knijt wende him forth, sauf i-nouj— : fat he hadde erore deorc a-

boujt, 454

And fonkede jcorne Ilio.su crist : fat fo feondes ne siweden him nou3t.

bat watur he passede sauf inovj : and forfere fone wey he nam.

bo contrie him foujtc murie i-nouj : fare-forth fat he cam ;

be forfore fat ho wende : fe more murovfc ho soij. 458

•So [longe] fnt ho i-saij ane wal : swife noble and heij—

So rk-he weork nas neuere i-scije : ase hira [foujtc] fat far-on was ;

And swyfe fair jat faron he sai'3 : fat neuere swuch i-seijo nas ;

\) it jat schon swyfe brijte : ase fei it al gold were, 462

Folle of derowurfe stones i-pijte : none richcre neuere nere,

him jjoujte, aro he fudore cam : is wei ful longe laste. 464

bo ho cam forfare a luytel wijt : ho stod and bi-heold it faste.

bat (jat]1 wende op a3en him : and a-non-rijt with fe dede > om.

bare cam smite out a swote smel : and wide a-boutq gan spredo,

bat him foujto, fei al fe world : swote spices wore, 468

So muche swotnesse ne inijto jiuen : ase fat suote smul dude fere.

In so grot Ioye him foujte he was : fat foi he hadde boo i-hrou^t *

In-to al fo soruwe fat ho was er : it ne schulde him habbe i-greued

nou3t p u. |*j



214 ST. Patrick's purgatory, sir owatn is welcomed bt saints

IN A LAND OP LIGHT AND PRAISE TO GOD.

he bi-heold in at fis jato : fo ho cam fer-neij : 472

More clernesse nas neuerc i-seijo : him foujte, faue he fere i-seij.

Ase he wolde fare-In wenJe : ajcin him fare cam gon

A procession fair i-novj : of noble men ech-on,

■with creoiz and with tapercs : and with baneres clere ; 476

I-rouested faire muche folk was : and cch haddo is fere,

Some were bischopus and Ercedekncs : and some Monekcs and freres,

And euerech, him foujtc, hndde fe Abite : fat heo wercden here.

with fe meste Ioye fat mijte beo : fis knijt was onder-fonge, 480

And i-lad In with Ioyo i-novj : mid solas and murie songe.

po fis murie song was i-do : to him sone fare come

Tweien ase it maistres weren : and bi fe honde him nome,

And welcoraeden him wel mildelicho : and fonkeden ore louerd faste,

J)at him sende so guode bi-leuo : so stabloliche for-to lasto.

heo ladden him a-boute and scheweden him ': fat lond fer and ner :

So muche Ioie and clcrncssc : him fou;te ho ne saij neuer er.

U Ase fe sonnc bi-nimez fe HjVjJof Candle a-boute Midday, 488

Also it bi-nam fe por.no hire leom : him foujte, aso1 he fare i-saij.

So long and brod fo placo was : fat he ne mijte non ende i-soo :

A fair Medwo he saijs with sweto floures : swottero ne mijto non beo,

Treon al-60 with noble fruyt : fat smuldc swote Inovj j J Si" ai Slutmid

And fe1 swotnesse of ener-ech stude : al a-bouto op drouj, • at. s» gni

Jjat faro with-oute mete and drunch : him foujte, euere-mo

he niijto libbe with alio Ioie : 31 f he moste fare-Inne go.

It was fere cuoro i-liche lijt : and euere it was dai. 496

So muche folk in none place, him foujto : neuer er he ne saij.

Ech Compaygnio to ofur ilrovj : and ech bi ofur stod,

With murie song and Melodie : and gladnesse in heore mod,

j)at ech of ofur f0 more Ioyo : to-gadere heo mijten a-fonge ; 500

Al-mijti god, fat heom schop : heo hereden In heore songe.

And ase sum stoorro fat jo i-scoth : brijtore fane ofur is,

Also was bi heom, for some woron : cleroro fano some, i-wis ;

Ako fulke fat meet dosk was : him foujto, was moro cler 504

And brijtoro schon, fane ani gold : fat he i-sai} euer er.

H Ech werode clofes of fe en-taile : fat heo wereJen on eorfe hero :

Monekes ase it to Monck bi-feol : and freres ase to frere ;
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PARADISE FROM WHICH ADAM WAS DRIVEN.

So bat lieo hadilen heore rijte fourme : ake wel brijtoro was horo hev,

Ant jwat men lieo were on corbo : bi heore clobinge ho knev.

Some hadden bo croune of goldo : an-ouewarde be houod ido, 510

And some bercn in hcoro bond : jeordcno of golde al-so.

And alio hco bonkeden Ih&ra crist : bat so studcfast lieorto him sende,

Jpo knijt, for al bo pine bat ho liadde : is lioortc cnes ne wende ;

Ech-one hcom boujte bat for him : In be more Ioye heo were. 514

he stod and bi-bcold al bis Ioic : as bei no wit on him nere.

)?o on, ase it heore maistcr were : is Mouth ondude wel softe [foi. m b.]

And welcomede him wel mildeliche : and bonkedo ore louerd ofte,

pat swuch porpos him hadde i-send : and studefast hcorte al-so, 518

})at he no chaungede noujt is boujt : for al bat him was i-do.

" bev frere," he seide, " i-herd beo god : bat be haucz hidere i-broujt

And a-mong alle bine stronge fon : studefast i-wust bi boujt !

Of be pino of sunfule gostcs : I-fondct bov haucst i-nouj, 522

Ar.d bare-with bine sunnes i-bet : and elles it were woujr

1T )}ov raijt here sumdel i-seo : bat bov wilnest more, 524

Of bo Ioye bat guode soulene habbez : bat comieth to milce and ore.

))is place bat we iune booth : ich wene bov ne knowest noujt :

It is corbclich parays : bat Adam was Inne i-broujt

And bat he was Inne ymad : and sethbe for is mis-dedo 528

he was i-cast out bar- of, and we also : on eorbe into alle wrechchehede ;

1F Al be Ioye bat bov i-sixt her : he hadde to is wille,

Ake he ne inijte, bo ho was out i-cast : bar-of i-sco wurth a fUle.

Of wrechhede we booth i-kened : and of sunful blode i-come : 532

And bat us is boruj godes grace : ant boru; ore cmtincdom bi-nomo.

Ak bat we aftur ore crtstindom : of sunnc on eorbe wroujte,

On eorbe obur in purgatorio : wel deoro we it boujte :

For we alle bat bou here i-sixt : bare-forth hidere come 536

And ore sunnes bare betten : and hardo penaunce nome,

Ne mijte we elles here come. : ase guod bi be it is :

For jif bine sunnes nere for-jiue : bov ne come noujt here, i-wis.

And alle bat bov bare i-soijo : to us budere heo schullcn wende, 540

And al dai doth some, jwane heo habbez : heore penaunce i-broujt to

ende.

Neuer on not hov longe ho schal : bare bi-leue, i-wis ;
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PARADISE, GETS A GLIMPSE OF HEAVEN.

For ho-so ani freond on eorfe hath : mid him fe bctero it is :

Jjoruj masscne and foruj ofur beden : and foruj almes-dcde 544

Man mai Lore pine muche a-legge : and fe sonoro ovt far-of heom

lade.

And jwane ani of heom hidere comez : ajen him we wendez ech-on,

Ase we duden a-jein J>e, witli Ioye : and ledez him In a-non.

Ake non of us nis juyt wuyrthfe : in-to heuene for-to wende, 648

Ne neucre on not jwane ovre louerd : after ani of us wolo sonde ;

For ech man fat in-to heuene schal : Jioruj purgatorie mot

And sethfe into eorfeliche parays : ase we beoth novfc, wel ich, wot

For fis is ovre kuyiide heritage : i-wroujt we weren far-to, 552

Al for-to ore furste fader it a-gulte : and for-to he hadde mis-do ;

here we scholden alle habbe i-beon i-boro : and i-leoued ore lif al-so,

For ore louerd wold fat we weron : In fe more Ioye i-do.

Jt>ei men boon ovt heonnes i-cast : here-forth heo motcn wende 556

And1 ajcn, ar heo to heouene come : aftur hcore liues ende. ' on. ami

Ake al fe Ioye fat is here : nis no-fing, i-wis,

A-3ein J»c leste Ioye of heouene : wel muche fe meste is.

Sum-f>ing fov sclialt of heuene i-sco : In a placo liere-neij." 560

he ladde him op-on an heij hul : and bad him bi-holde on hcij,1

And axede him of jwuch colur were : heuene op-rijt fere. c1 w. imj

he seidc, him foujte rijt ase gold : fat puyr wallinde were.

" Jc," seide fis ofur, " fis is fe woi : fat geth rijt to heuene bits, 564

And fat is fe jat of parays : fat with-oute heuene 30ond is.

IT Ech day some of purgatorie : comez hidere us to,

And some of us to heuene wendez : euer-ccho dayo also ;

So fat [we] wexez eche daie : and waniez, fov sixt lo ; 568

We nutez jwuch of us it schal beo next : boto as god wole habbe

i-do.

Ech dai fe jwuyle we here booth : ore louerd us fedez ene

with riche metes of heuene : fat swete is and clene ;

jwuche fulke metes beon : are fov heonnes wende 572

with us fov schalt sone i-wite : )wane god it wole us sende."

Ne hadde he bote o word i-seid : fat fare ne cam a-lijto

A manere brez frani heouene a-doun : fat schon wel clere and brijte,

pat ouer-apraddc al fat lond : and a dor leome fare-with-oute, 576
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PARADISE, IS TOLD WHAT ITS JOYS ARE.

And1 opon euereches heued a-lijto a-doun : wel faire, vith-outen

(loll to,2 * al.om. ' al. dcrort Jmum »boat»

And op-on fis knijtes heued al-so : an foruj him smot a-non,

And Jioru3 euerech lime and lith of him : fat swete lijt gan gon ;

J)a[t] so muche will©1 and Ioye : him folate, neuere he nadde. 580

lie etod, ase fei ho were i-nomen : for Ioye fat ho }>o hadde, > t.mua»r

Jwefur he were quik ofur ded : bote ase he in motingue were,

louerd, murie is }>e Ioye of heuene : ase ho i-felde wel fere !

Ake it ne laste heom bote luytele jwilo : fat fe leome Be with-

drov} ; 684

And nafoles, fei it luyto laste : far-of heo weren fulle i-novj.

bo kni^t stod and bi-heold a-bouto : and is rijto stat onder-stod.

So fol ho was of fat holi leome : fat so swete was and guod :

him foujto, fei he leouede euere-more : and ncuereft more ne etc, 588

No scholde him neuer-eft to mete luste : so guod was fe leome and

sweto.

"Lo," seide fis ofur gost : fat schewede him al fis place,

" Sum-del foy hast noufe isoijo : of ore louordes grace

1T Of fo pine fat fe wrechche gostes : habbeth for heore mis-

dedc, 592

And of fo Ioye fat guode gostes : in parays doth ledo,

And sum-del of fe greto Ioio : fat in fo rijto heuone is.

Echo daijo we booth i-feddo : ones with swucho Ioie and blis,

And fanne beo we al dai fulle 1-110V3 : for-to ore louerd more us

sonde : 596

In swucho Ioie heo booth fat booth in heouene : and worfoi with

out© onde,

And juyt sum-del in more : it ne faillez hcom neuere mo,

And we ne booth a day bote ones : for-to we fudero go ;

And jwan fat we fudero comioth : wo schullo witbouten ende, 600

And fou, jif fov a-seruost heuone forth : fudore for-to wendo.

bov mijt don ase fov wolt : jwano fov comost to eorfe, i-wis,

And fudere anon a-jen fou most— : for-eofo, at fo time it is ;

And jif fov wolt guod lif lode : fine mede fov mijt i-soo ; 604

And jwat pine heo habbez, fov hast i-seio : fat lufero wollex boo.

A-)oia fou most wende a-non : go forth a-godos namo I [W. u* b.]



218 SIR OWAYN LEAVES TIIB EARTI1LT PARADISB, AND GOES BACK

TO HIS TEACHERS IN ST. PATRICK'S PURQATORT.

For sikerliche J>ov mijt gon : fe feondes ne mowen don fe no

schamo ;

heo bcoth a-dradde wel sore of fe : and a-schamcde in echo side. 608

A-godes name go forth }>i wei : fov ne mijt no long horo a-bide I "

" A, sire, nicrci ! " quath fis knijt : " bi-tido jwat mo bi-tide,

A fote i-nello fram eov go : for wrechche-hcdo1 goth so wide. ' ms. hed«i«

H Ako soffriez me bi-leue here with ov! : for, 3 if ich fram eov wendo,

A-Jrad ich am of fe feondene mijtc : lasto heo with sunne me

schendo." 613

" Do wei, beu frere," fis ojiur seido : "aso wel fov mijt boo stille,

A-jen fov schalt to eorfe a-non : and1 fov mijt don fare fine wille ;

And 3if fov scruest wel ore loucrd (>oro : eikcr'fov mijt beo > o/.om.

to comen a-jciu hidero to us : and scthfo to heucno ftoo. 617

A-godes half wend a-jen a-non : for-sofo, Jjov schalt so."

" Alas, alas ! " quath fis knijt : " jwat schal ich noufo do 1

Al fe Ioyo J>at ich habbe noufo isoijo : it worth me bi-nomo, 620

And to Jo wrechhede of fe worlde : alas, schal ich novf0 come ! "

Ovt ate jato heo broujtcn him : wepinde, at f0 lasto,

And beden him gon wel hardiliche : and herien oro loucrd wel fastc ;

.A-non so ho was with-outo i-gon : fat jat heo maden wel bliuo. 624

With droori mod ho wendo a-jen : and was a-drad of is Hue ;

Aso ho cam er, with careful mod : fone wei a-jcin ho nam.

And, jwane ani deuel fat him pinede er : oujwcre a-jen him cam,

Ase wodo schrowene heo flouwen faste : and ne dorsten a-bide him

noujt. 628

So atfo laste f is km"3t was : to fo hallo a^ein i-broii3t

J)aro as fe holie compaygnie : fudor-ward to him wende ;

And sat him a-doun wel softo fere : for-to ore louord him grace sende.

Ase he sat and bi-heold a-bouto : to him heo comen fere, 632

Al fat faire compaygnie : fat a-3cin him cam er,

And honoureden him wel faire : and confortcdon him wel faste,

And fonkodcn Iesus, godes sone : fat his bi-leue so wel i-lasto.

H " bev frere," heo seidcn, "3wano fov hast : swuch penauncc i-

driue, 636

Siker beo fou fat fine sunncs : al clene fe beoth for^iue.

loke, 3wano fov comest to eorfe a-3on : fat fov clene lif lede,
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THE HOLY LAND, AND TELLS FOLK OF PARADI8B.

So pat pov neuer-cft in pine no como : for sunne ne for mis-dede I

Jjov most don Jo heonnes a-non : for at hom in fine londe 640

hit dawez clere and is neij dai : asc ich me onder-stonde,

And po prior with procession : to pe jate comez wel sone

to loki jwcfur pov beo i-como : ase rijt is forto done,

And, bote he pe finde pore : he wolo maken ]>at 3at a-non 644

And wole beo siker fat Jou no coraest non-more : and sori wolo a^en

gon." l * Thii <tn* on tlit margin.

Jjcnc knijt heo broujtcn out of pe halle : and blesseden him ech-on

And lu-tcijten god bope lif and soule : fel and flcsch and bon.

Forth lie wende wel dreoriliche : bote aso ho ncdo moste it do. 648

Aad ri3t ase lie cam to pe jate : Jo prior cam al-so

A-jcin him with procession : to loke hou it were.

A-non so he hadde pe jato on-loke : Jene knijt hco founden poro. 651

)5are was Ioyo and blisse i-novj : Jo buy to-gadere come I [m. i»«]

With song and ojur melodie : Jane knyjt pare-out buy nome,

Ant ladden him forth to churche a-non : ant Jonkedcn god wel fasto.

)}is knijt bi-foro Je 1:0130 auctere : a-knes wel sone him caste,

Ant stablcliche in his oresones : fiftene dawes he lay, 656

And Jonkede ore louerd & on him cride : boje nyjt and day.

And sctb Jo on his bare flescli : Je holie croiz he nam

And wende to Jo holie lond : ant suyje holi man bi-cam.

he no toldo ncuere-oft nou^t of Je world : bote ase ho were euero in

JOUlte, ' »'• tlmplaUeh* 660

Ako wende euere forth wol stillcliche1 : as he of no-ping ne roujto.

Ofto ho tolde of nllc Jo men : Jat in parays were ;

As him Joujte, grcijo Monekes : mest Ioye hadden Jere,

Nonc-manero men in so gret Ioye : ne in so grcte honour he no

scij— 664

hit nis no wonder sikcrliche : for Jo ordre is noble and heij.—

Xovpo 36 habbez alio i-hcord : poruj ore louerdes grace,

hou seint patcrik pulke purgatorie : founde in pat place,

For-to warni mon a-bouto : heore sunnes hero to bete. 668

For pe loue of Iosu crist : and of is moder swoto

Alio ower sunnes betez here : as god ov wole grace sonde,

J);it 30 mouwen with-outo pine : to parays bonnes wende.



220 8t. brendan is told bt aduot beryn of the sea-voyage op

bekyn's son, mabnok, and his own.

god leue us ovre sunnes here so biete : for is holie wounde, 672

pat we ne forucn in purgatorie : bi-leue bote luyto stounde.

36 Vita sancti Brendani, Abba/is de Hyberaia.

SEint brendan, fe holi man : was here of ovre londe.

Monek he was of harde line : as ich me under-stonde,

Of fastinguo and ojnir jipnauncc i-nov : and Abbot he was fore

Of a )>ousend Monekes : )iat alle under him were. 4

hit bi-feol in a day : as ore louerdes wille was,

bat bcryn,1 an ofur Abbot : to him cam bi cas. » aLtariat

Seint brendan him bi-soujtc anon : him don ondcr-stondo

Ant tellen him jwat he hadde i-seije : a-boute in ofur londe. 8

Jjis guode man, fo he i-heorde pis : sichingues ho made i-nowe

Ant in grete potato bi-gan for-to weope : and fel a-doun i-euowo.

bi-twene his armes seint brendan : fis holie man op nam

& enste him faste, & cride on him : al for-to is wit him cam ; 12

" Fader," he seide, " par charite : ofur red fov most take ;

hidcre fou come for ovre solas : and noi^t suych deol to make,

tel us jwat fou hast i-scije : a-boute as fou hast i-wend •

In fe .*e. of Occcan : as ore louerd fe hath i-sond." 16

Nou is fo .se. [of] Occcan : grettest and most al-so :

heo goth a-boute al fe world : and alle ofere cometh for-to.

So fat bcrin, f is olde man : rijt of is heorte grounde

Al weopinde he hem tolde : jwat ho hadde i-founde. 20

he seide, lie1 hadde a wel guod sone : and Mcrnok was is name,

" A Monek he was, as we booth : and man of grete fame ; • at.it

his heorte him jaf for-to wende : in-to a priue stude and stille, [w. im fcj

)3arc he mijte boo al one : to a-serui godes wille. 24

So fat bi mine wille he wende : ase ich it telle ov,

to an yle fer in fe se : fat deli table was i-nov,

bi-side fe Montayne of stones : fat is couth wel wide.

Jje Monek likede fare wel : and longuc gan fare a-bidc, 28

And hadde fare under him : Monokes mani on.

J)o icb heordo tellen fat : fuder-ward ich gan gon.

So fat in auision : ore suete louerd him sendo,

bat a-^en me, are ich to him como : fro Iorncios he wende, 32
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LAND WHICH CHRIST WILL GIVE TO HIS OWN.

And in a schip wo duden us sone : and Astward euere kenden

In fe .so. of Occean : as ore louerd is grace us sende.

toward fo est so fer we wendcu : fat we comen ate laste

In suyfo fuyster stude : and clouden us oucr-caste; 36

Al ane tide of fo daye : we weren in doorkhede.

Ato laste ore suete louord : forfere us gan lode.

So fat wo i-seijon a nowo lond : fudcr-ward ore schip drov ;

bi^ttore it foiijte fano fo sonnc : Ioye fare was i-nov, 40

Of treon and hcrbos, pikke j-novj : bi-set in echo side,

And of sucto preciouso stones : fat brijtto scliyneu and wide ;

Euerech horbe was ful of llouros : and ech treo was ful of fruyt ;

bote it were in henene : nas neucro more duyt 44

Jjaro-Inne with Ioye and blisse I-novj : longue wo duden i-wende ;

Jeot us folate luytel jwylo : no mijto we finde non ende.

So fat we comen to a watur : cler and brijt I-novj,

fat euere fram-ward fo est : toward fo west it drovj. 48

Wo stodcn and bi-heolden a-boute : for we no mijton ouer i-wende :

paro cam to us a jong jomman : swife fair and honde,

And welcomede us euerech-ono : wcl mildeliche and swete ;

ho nemnede euerech is rijtto name : and faire gan us grete, 62

And seide fat we oujton1 Ihcra cr/st : fonki suyfe wel with rijto

' J)at schowez cov is priuete : and al-so of is mi} to. > ai. 3»«ju

Jjis is fat lond fat ho wole : juyt aro fo worldes onde

[liis dcrncling08 an erfe jyue : 3 hyder he schal1 wcnde.'] on ti»t margin.

bis lond is half in fusse half : ase le i-seoz wel wide, »aa«i by»i«t»r
r i ' * hand In tli« Uit

And bi^eonde fe water© haluen-del : al bi fat ofur sido— «£ on th. mar-

bat watur ne mowo 30 passi noujt : fat ofur dol to sco.

For1 here 30 habbez al a 3er : meteles i-beo, » «J. om. 60

bat 30 ne oteu ne dronken : ne slepen noujt with ey30,

No chele ne hete ne grouode ev nou3t : nofur lowe ne 110130.

))i8 ! is ore louerdes priue stude : and forii3 him it is fus li^t ^

J)aro-foro it is [her] euere day : and neuere-more 11131. > <u. ror)>u 64

3 i f Adam 3-30111 godes heste : ne hadde no-fing mis-do,

liero-Inne he hadde 3uyt i-beo : and is of-sprung al-so.

Jo no mowon no long here bi-leue : a-3on 30 moten fare ;

[Arw tfoLartUnmtin the US. I tupply tkegap/rtm US. B*rl 8277.]



222 ST. BRENDAN AND HIS MONKS COVER A SHIP WITH DULL-HIDES,

FITCH IT, AND SET SAIL INTO THE GREAT OCEAN.

[Jjcj hit ne Jienche jou bote a while : je habbep ibco her jare.' [M. Ob.]

\>at so1 he broujtc oils in on re scliip : & faire his leue nom ; ' •/. Sol»t

& po1 we were hamward in pe see : wo nuste whar lie bi-com— > Ms. t>«

Aje-ward ho wende ajen oure willo : J)at of-pojte ous sore ynouj.

Ajen to ))i8 opcr monckes : pis scliip wel eueno cirouj. 72

IT Jjis nionekes vrnc njen ous : po hi ous niijto iseo,

& sori were & wropo ynoiij : pat we hadde so longe ibeo.

we seide hem pat we hadde ibeo : in gret ioye & feste,

Bifore pe jatcs of pnrays : in )>e lond of biheste, 76

pat onre suete louerd hap biliote : hem pat he loucp her,

per is euere dai & neuere nijt : & euere lijt suype cler.

IT ' Certes,' quap pis monekca : ' pis we mowe iseo

Hi pe sucte smyl of jou : pnt je habbep per ibeo.' "— - 80

5T po seint Brendan ihurde pis : he pojte & stod stillo ;

[he pojte fondi more hcr-of : jif it were godes wille.] 1 ' h'ukS'ih^Ariiro.'

he wende aboute his monckes : & tuelue out ho nom,

pat he tn'sto to mest of alle : whan eni neode him com. 84

Jjuso he nom in consail : & in pn'uoite [hem] sede :

[" I penche do a priue ping : per-of je inote mo redo,

To seclie pat lond of biheste : yt god woldo ous pudcr ledo.] * ' JJjfta'i*'

Siggep what joure consail is : to do such a dede." 88

" Leoue fader," quap pis opere : " onre willo wo habbep forsake,

H Oure freond & al oure oper god : & clanlicho to po itake :

& whan al oure dede is on pe : & pu wolt pat hit beo,

we sclmlle blipeliche wip po wendo : godes grace to seo." 92

So pat hi faste fourti dawes : & gret penance dude also,

& bede jurne oure louerdes grace : pulke veyage to do.

hi leten hem dijte a gret scliip : & abouo hit albi'-casto > Ma»bW

wip bole-liuden strnngo ynou : ynailed perto faste, %

& sippe ipichod al abou[t]e : pat po water [in] necome. CM. «]

hi wende to here brcperen : & wel faire here leue Dome,

And sippe in oure louerdes name : to schipe wende anon ;

here breperen pat bihynde were : sori were echon. 100

& po hi were in pe scliip : after per come go1 tuo • afcaa.

& bede faste pat hi mosto : pane wei mid hem go.

" ?e mowe wel," quap seint brendan : " ao joure on schal atta[n] ende

Repenti er he come a$o : & al quic to helle wende." 104

J)iderl wende pis holi man : whoder oure louerd hem sendo ; • «i. wr|« him

& pis tuei mouekes pat come last : also wip hem wende.

IT Id pe grete see of occian : forp hi rewe faste,

& triste alto oure louerdes grace : & nopiug nere aguste. ^08



ST. BRENDAN LANDS AT A FAIR ISLE, AND IS GUIDED BT A DOG. 223

HE THEN SAILS TO TUB ISLE OF SHEEP—SHEEP AS BIO AS OXSN.

Jjc sco drof here scliip utter wil : bo wynd was gret ynouj ;

Ah bo wynd hem drof est forb : wcl eucuo bo scliip him drouj,

Eucno ajo bat be sonno ariseb : a-midsomeres day—

Nou nnstc noii of hem whar he was : no no loud he nesay. 112

Eucno forbrijt fourti dayes : bo wynd hem drof faste :

So but lii scjo in bo norbside : a gret yllo1 atte laste, r.jte

Of hardo roclie & gret ynou : in bo see wel licje ;

)5rco dayes hi wende bcr-aboute : or hi mijto come ber-neje. 116

IT A luto haaene hi1 fondo bo : aloud hi wende bere; ■ Ms. in

l;i wende alond as maskedo1 men : hi nuste whar hi wer«. > •imuid

per com go a wel fair hound : as hit were hem to lore ;

At seint Brcndanes fet he ful adoun : & makede him faire cliere. 120

U " Beau freres," qi/nb seint brendan : " je ncboro nobing drede :

Icli wot bis is a messager : be rijto wei ous to lode."

j)is hound laddo bis lioli man : to an hallo, fair ynouj,

Gret & stare & suybe noble : euene in he drouj. 124

)}is monekes fonde in bis hallo : bord & clob isprad,

& bred & fisch ber-vppe ynouj— : bcr nas non bat nas glad.

hi Bdo adoun & ete faste-— : for hem lusto wel berto.

liuddcs bcr were, al jare ymaked : er here soper were ido : 128

After here soper to bedde hi wende : to resten hem, as be wise.

J)o hi hadde alio islepe ynouj : sone hi gonne arise,

& wende to here scliip : as hi haddo er ibeo.

In be see wel longe hi were : er hi inijte lond iseo. 132

f pa hi bcjo1 as bi bober side : an yllo fair ynouj, > r.Mjtia

Grene & [wib] wel fair leso. : biderward here scliip drouj.

))o hi come on bis faire lond : & bihulde aboute wide, [foLtih.]

J}o faireste scheep bat mijte beo : hi seje in echo side ; 136

A scheep was grettero ban an oxe : whittere no mijte non beo.

Gret ioye hi hadde in here hurto : bat hi mijte bis iseo.

\)t com1 go a wel fair man : & grette hem wib faire chore, 'atpocom^c

& seide, " jo beob hider icome : per 30 neuere nere. 140

IT J)is is icliped be lond of scheep : for scheep wel faire her beob,

Mochole & white & grete ynouj : as je aldai isoob ;

Fairere hi beob ban joure scheep : & grettero vnylicho,

For murie weder is her y110115 : & 'ese suybo riche. 144

Iter nia neuere wynter non : for her nis non1 ifounde, > ii.n«m

Ac hi otcb berbes nue : as hi springeb of be g[ro]unde.

No me ne gadereb nojt of here mule : bat hi scholdo be worse beo ;

IT For bis biug, & meni ober : be bet hi mowe ibco. 148

To a etede 30 scliullo hunne wende : burf oure louerdes grace,



224 ST. BRENDAN AND BIS MONKS LAND ON A BIO FISH'S (lASTONl's)

BACK, AND THEN ON THE BIRD'S PARADISE.

pat is fowelea parays : a wel ioyfiil place :

per je scliulle pis cuter beo : & pis wit-souedai also.

Wendep for]) a-godes name : fat pis voyage were ido ! " 152

SEint Brendan & his breperen : to scliipe wende anon,

& rue for]) fuste in pe see : wip tempest meni on.

So pat bi seje in anoper side : an yllc grct ynouj.

here scliip purf godes grace : piderwardes drouj. 150

Jjo bit cam almest pfrlo : vpe pe roclie hit gan ride,

pat bit ne mijte nojt to pe ylo come : ac bileuede biside.

pis monekes wende1 vp to pis yle : ac seint brendan uojt 'oi.wo.ie

pa monekes gonne makie here mete : of pat hi hadde ibrojt : 160

hi niakede fur & soden hem liscli : in a caudroun faste.

Er pis finch were isode [I-110113] : somdel hi were agaste :

For po pis fur was purf-hot : pe yle quakede anon

& wip gret eir hupte al vp— : pis monekes dradde echon, • 164

[& pe wei toward hor echip : ech after oper nom,

God leuest hem pojte he was : pat soncst puder com.] * > om. in 11.

bi bihulde hou pe yle : in pe see wende faste

& as a quic ping hupte vp & doun : & pat fur fram him caste ; 168

be suam more pan tuei inylo : while pis fur ilaste.

pe monekes iseje pe fur wel lunge : & were sore agaste :

hi crtde jnrne on seint brendan : what pe wonder were.

" Beop stillu," qtiap pis godo man : " for nojt je nabbe1 fere. • «J.li»bb«b

3e wenep pat hit beo an yle : ac 30 penchep amis : 173

hit is a fisch of pis grete see : pe grelteste pat per is.

Iastoni he is icleped : & fondep nijt & dai [foi. «]

To pulte bis tail in his moup : ac for gretnisse be nomai."— 176

Forp bi roe in pe seo : euene west wel faste,

)3reo dayes, erhi seje lond : hi were somdel a-gaste.

% po sejen hi a wel fair lond : of Soures pikke ynouj—

wel glade hi were po hi seje : pat here schip pider drouj. 180

In pis faire lond hi wende : lengere pan ic telle :

So pat bi fonde in a place : a suype noble welle.

Bi pe welle stod a treo : brod & round ynou) ; 183

Foweles white & faire ynouj : were in euerech1 bonj, < ai. m (•)<*« »t» in ech

pat vnepe eni leef : hi mijto peron iseo—

per was ioye & blisse ynouj : to lokie on suche 0 treo.

1T Seint Brendan for ioye wep : & sat adoun akneo

And bad oure louerd schowi him : what such a cas mijto beo. 188

Jjo flej per vp alute fowel : po he gan to fleo,1 » •».* tow«rd him gm\»

As • fipele bis wynges furde : po be to him-ward gan teo.1 ' "%,*££""



A DIRD TELLS ST. BRENDAN THAT IT AND ITS FELLOWS WEBS 225

ONCE ANGELS. THEY SIXQ MATINS, PRIME, &0.

Muiio[re] Instrument neuer« nas : fan1 his wyngen wers I » us. pai

lie bihuld seint brendan : wif wel fairs chere. 192

" Ich Iiote [fe,] " seide seint brendan : " if fu ert messager,

fiat fu sigge me what [)>u] ert : & what je do)) her."

J303 hit Jicjto aje cnnde : fis fowel ansuerede anon :

" We wer«," he seide " smn-tyme was : angles in hcuene echon. 196

As1 sone as we were ymaked : oure inaister was so prout, > r.Mwaaw

Lncefer, for his fairhede : fat he fill sone out,

& mid him also meni on : as here dede was ;

U & we fulle also a-donn ; ac for no synne hit nas, 200

for1 nof ing fat we assentede : to his foulo vnrijt, > US. Ac for

Bute soulement forto schewe : oure louerdes sueto1 nu'jt. > <■/. nut* iou«r,i».

Ke we ne beoji her in pyne non : ac in ioye ynouj we beof,

And soindel oure suete louerdes : mijte we sooji. 201

& bi fo vrf0 we flcoj) : & bi f>o lifto also,

As gode angles, & lifere ek : rijtis for-to do,

fie gode [for]-to do men god : f0 lifer 1 ifere makief.

IF & sonedai, fat is dai of rest : such forme we takef : 1 'Mb. m»v*j> 208

f)e forme of suche white foweles : as fu mijt iseo,

[&,] honuref god fat ous makede : her on fis brode treo.

Tuelf-monf hit [is] ipassed nou : fat 30 gonne out wende,

& alio fis six jer 30 schullo fare : er 3c schulle1 bringe joure wille to

ende ; ' •).«. 212

For whan 30 habbcf iwend soue jer : oure louerd wole 330U sende1

A si)t fat je habbcf longe isojt : anon after fe soue jeres ende.

Echo jer jo schulle her mid ous : holde ester-feste, [' M. n b.j

As 30 nou dof, forte 330 come : to fo loud of bilieste "— 216

Nou was hit an ester-day : fat al f is was ido.

IT fo fowcl 110m his leue of hem : & to his felawes wende fo.

fie fuwelcs, fo hit eue1 was : bigonne here eucsong— > 1. Dim

Muriere song ucmijte beo : fcj god silf were among. 220

fia monekes wende to bedde & slepe : f0 soper was ido ;

& fo hit was tyme of matyns : hi arise ferto.

IT fio foweles sunge ek here matyns : wel rijt, fo hit was tyme, 223

fc of fe sauter seide fo1 uers : & siffe also3 prime, '•». on. » MS. alio

& vnderne siffe, & middai : & aftenvardes non,

<V eche tyde songen of fe dai : as enstene men scholde don.

J318 monekes were in fe lond : eijte wyke also,

Forto alfe feste of ester : & of witaonedai were ido. 228

IT )» com atte tn'nite : fis gode man to hem fer

fiat spao wif hem in fe lond of scheep : & ladde aboute er :

LEOKNDS OP SAINTS. Q



226 ST. BRENDAN AND HIS MOKES ARE DRIVEN ABOUT THE SEA TILL

TJIEY FIND AN ISLAND. A FAIR OLD HAN WELCOMES THEM.

he chargede here schip suype wel : mid mete & drinke ynouj,

& nom his leue wel hendeliche : & steward dronj. 232

IT J30 seint brendan was in his schip : & his brepo-en also,

Jjia fowel, pat spac wip hem er : wel sone com hem to ;

he seide, " 50 liabbep her wi]> ous : pis liejo fesle ibco ;

Gret trauayl jou is to come : er je eftsone lond iseo. 236

?e BcbullcJ) after sone monpes : iseo a wel fair ylo.

)3at abbey is iclipcd : pat is limine mcni a mylo ;

Je schullep beo mid bolie men : pis myde-wynter per«.

Jour* ester je schulle holde per : as 30 dude to-jere : 240

Vpe po grete fisches rugge : per pi monekes were in-fore,

& joure ester [be] mid ous : rijt as je nou were."

Seiut brendan a-gndes name : & his breperen oclion,

In pe grete see of occian : forp wende anon. 244

Jje wynd hem harlede vp & doun : in peryls meni on.

So weri hi were of here lyno : pat lii nnste whoder gon.

Fonr monpes hi were1 in pe see : in pis grete turment,] > ai. wtnd»

[Here L. goei on again."]

J3.1t buy ne yseijen no-ping bote pe se : ant pe firmament, [fci. 105] 248

Jjo huy yseijen1 fer fram lieom : ane yle ase pei it were ; • a/.Mi*M

heo criden faste on Ihesu mat : pat huy mostcn a-riuie pcre.

Jeot after pat seint Brendan : pis yle furst y-seij,1 ' U8-'^i

Fourti dawes heo wenden in pe se : er huy comen pere 110:3, 252

Jjat hcom poujte heore lif was heom lot : pe Monekes weren a-gaste,

heo criden jeorne on Ihora crist : and is help heo beden fosle.

A luytel hauene and swype streit : huy founden atpe laste, »M8.Aimk«

Jjat vnnepes heore schip mijtc poriiine come : Auuker1 fur-to caste

Jjis Monekes wenden a-lond po : wel longue heom poujte er. 257

huy bi-heolden al-a-boute : murie heom poujto per.

J}0 yseijen heo twey faire wellene : pat on was suype clor,

And sumdel won and picko pat oper was. : pe Monekes jeoden ner,

to drinken of pat faire welle. : seint Brendan it i-seij, 261

And seide, " with-oute leue of opur men : ne come je noujt pere neij,

Of olde men pat here-inne beoz : al poruj godes wille1; >otformidgod«wiii«

For1 heo wollez party par-of mid us : and pare-fore beoz jeot stille."

A fair old man and swipe bor : a-jein heom pere cam gon ; > on. 265

be wel-comede heom faire i-novj : and seint Brendan he custo a-non,

And ladde heom forth with him : bi a wel fair wei



ST. BRENDAN AND HIS MONKS SHARE THE ISLAND-HONKS* MEALS 227

OF LOAVES MIRACULOUSLY BROUGHT TO THEM.

A-boute in many a murie stude : and scthfe in-to on Abbey. 268

Scint Brendan bi-heold a-boute : and axede jwat it were, » mt.om.

And jwat-manere men weren farc-inne : and ho fare1 woneden fere.

Stille was fis olde man : and ne jaf him none Answere. y

J30 cam fere gon a fair couent : and ane croyz bi-fore heom bere, 272

With taperes in eyfur side— : Monckes it weren ech-on,

And yreuosted fairo and in qucor-copcs : a-jcin hoom buy comcn gon,

With procession faire i-nouj. : )>o Abbod bi-hindo com,

And wel faire custe seint Brendan : and bi fe bond him nom. 276

ho ladde him and is monokus : in-to a noble hallo,

And settcu1 heom a-doun alio on a rewe : and wuchs heore fet

alio ; > 1. Ktu

Of fe worie welle heore fet he wuchs : fat buy er i-seije.

In-to fe freytore he ladde heom fo : and sctte heom wel heije, 280

I-medlede with heore1 owene couent. : and fo heo weren alle i-sete,

Jjare cam on and seruede : and broujtu heom alle mete : > •/. m»

And ane wel faire jwite lof : he sctte bi-twene to & to,

Jwite moren, ase it of herbes were : bi-fore hoom he sette al-so— 284

Swettore mete ne mijtc non beo : buy ne knowen it noujt on ;

Of fe clere welle fat buy er i-seijcn : fe Monekes dronke ech-on.

" beoz noufe glade," fo Abbot seido : " and drinkoz noufe i-novj

In charite of fulke welle : fat 30 woldcn er with wouj— 288

Betero it is drinke in charite : jwan it is ov i-broujt,

)3ane 30 it feofliche nomcn : ase 30 hadden i-foujt.

J)is bred fat we eteth of : we nutcn of jwan it is :

An straunge man echo dayc it bringulh : In-to ovre celere, i-wis, 292

We nutez noujt bote ope godes grace : wanne it is ibrou^t—

For ho-so trust to ih&su crist : him ne schal failly noujt. [m. 10s bj

We booz fouro-ant-twonti freres :'and jwano we beoz i-sete,

twelf jwite Miches1 men brynguth us : eche dayo to ore mete ; 296

Ate feste of eche hali-dayo ; and 3wan it sonen-day is, > at. «uch« Ioum

Foure-and-twenti loues us comieth : so fat euer'ch man hath his ;

J)ut euerech frere of fat him leuez : witiez to is soper.

I -doublet it worth noufe for ov : ase 30 i-seoth wel her : 300

Al1 ore couent nis nou3t here : ake muche3 it hath vn-ete. SjfJJJJijj

So fat ore louerd foru3 is grace : sent us alle mete.

Q 3



228 ST. BRENDAN IS TOI.D OF THE LIFE OF THE TWENTY-FOUR MONKS

ON THE ISLE OF ABBEY. HE IB TO GO TO IRELAND, ETC.

Fram seint patcrikcs Abbeye1 : fat in yrlonde is al-so, ' ^jy"^ wlnt

Four-score jcr we babbez i-beon here : fat no man ne cam us to ; 304

euere-eft ore louerd foruj is grace : I-fcJ us hath cch-on.

And fis weder is euere murie i-nouj : syknesse here nis non.

And jwanc we schullen ore seruise don : ore louerd sent us Yi^t ;

Ore taperes ne beoz no-fe lasse : fei huy brenne day and nyjt." 308

Leo a-riscn op and wenden to churche : fo heo hadden yjete :

And twelf ofere freres heo i-metten : Inward to fe mete.

" hov is )>is 1 " quath seint Brendan : " jwy neren feose noujt with

usl"

" Leoue fader," quath fe Abbot : " nede it mot beo Jras ; 312

J)er ne mouwen bote foure-and-twenti Monekes : in ore frejtore beon

ido,

And jwane je weren Jiare-inne with us : )>cos ne mijten noujt al-so.

J3e jwile we singuth euesong : heo schullen sitte and ete, 315

And heore euesong huy schullen syngue : jwane heo habbcz i-jetfe]."

Seint brendan bi-heold fat weued : him fmujte fat hit was al,

weued and chaliz and Cruettes : foruj-out cler cristaL

Seue taperes weren in fe queor : for fare no weren non mo,

And foure-and-twenti segeno : fat Monekes scholden to— 320

For fare weren foure-and-twenti Monekes : and euerech hadde his ;

And fe Abbodes sege was : a-midde fe queor, i-wis.

Seint Brendan axede fe Abbode : " do seije me, leue brofnr,

hov holde je so silence : fat neuer on ne spekez with ofurl" 324

" Ore louerd it wot," fe Abbot seide : " fat1 we habbez here i-beo

Four score jer in swuche lyue : aso jo mowen here i-seo, > •torn.

And fare nas neuere a-mong us alle : yspoke in none wise

Are fis tyme non ofur word : bote ore loucrdes seruise ; 328

Ne we neren neuer-eft in feblesse : ne siko of us noujt on."

Seint brendan, fo he i-heorde fis : for Ioyjo he weop a-non.

" Leoue fader," he seide : " moto we bi-leue hero 1 " 331

'* Jjov wost wel," fe Abbot seide : " 30 ne mowen in none manere.

Ne haueth ore louerd i-schewed ov wel : jwat 30 schullen do 1

Come for schalt to yrlonde i-wis : and fine twelf brofren al-so ;

And fram fe to fe yle of Ankres : fe freotteofe schal i-wende,

j>e fourtcofe al quic to helle : and beon fare with-outen ende." 336



ST. BRENDAN AND HIS MONKS GO TO SEA, TO THE ISLE OF 229

SHEEP, AND TO THE WHALE'S BACK.

Jjo cam1 fare-In a fuyri Arewe : at a fenestra a-non, ' orig.com

Aso fei heo frain hcouone come : and fe tapercs tende ecb-on, [w. wfl

And flev3 out a-jein ase heo cam In : bi Juilko fenestra fere.

))o taperes barnden longue Inov : and no-fo lasso buy ncre. 340

" Loucrd criat," quatb seint brandan : "Icb wondri In mi foujt

houj fis taperes bernez Jms : and ne waniez nou3t"

"No hastfou," quatb fe Abbod : " In fe olde lawe i-foundo

hov Moyscs say A forn berne : fram fo toppe to fe grounde, 344

be More fat )>o forn barnde : fe grenore )>e leues were 1

No weneslfou noujt fat ore louerd beo : ase mijti here as ferol "—

bcos Monckcs weren to-gadere : for-to Midewyntor was al i-do,

For-to after twelfte-day : are huy departoden a-to. 348

Anon to seint hyllaries day : seint Brendan forth i-wendo

With is Monekus in )>e se : f01113 grace fat god heom sonde.

huy floten op and doun in soruwe I-novj : fe se heom caste hei^e ;

Fram fulke tyme forto in leinte : no lond huy ne i-seij\ 352

So fat a-boutc palme-sonenday : heo bi-heolden a-bouto faste :

lieom foujte heo i-scijen swife fcr : aso a cloude ate laste.

bis Monckes hadden wonder far-of : jwat fe cloudo were.

" booth stillo," scide seint brendan : " je habbcz i-beon fere : 356

J)aro is ore procuratour : fat muche guod us hath i-do

In [fe] foulene parays : and In fe lond of schep al-so."

•So fat heore schip ate laste : to fat yle drouj— . .

A-scherefores-day huy comen fudere : in gret trauaile inouj. 360

bis procuratour heom cam a3ein : and welcomed© heom a-non,

Ant custe seint brendanes fet : and fe Monekes echon ;

And sette heom sethfe to fo soper : for fe day it wolde so,

And sethfe he wuchs hore fet alio : fe maundo for-to do. 364

huy heolden fare hcore maundo— : and fare heo gounnen bi-leue

A-gode friday al fe longue day : for-to an ester cuo.

An ester cuo heore procuratour : bad heom hcoro schip take

And heore resurrection : opon fe fisches rugge make, 368

And aftur heore resurrection : he bad heom cucne too

to fe foulene parays : ase heo hadden er i-bco.

bis holie men wenden forth : and ore louerdes grace some,

bat1 to fis grate fischse : fulke daye huy come, • •/.•opa 372



230 ST. BRENDAN AND HIB MONKS SINO ON THE WHALk'b BACK, AND

TURN* 00 TO TIIK BIRDS' PARADISE.

bat houede ase it were a lond. : lieoro caudron heo founden fere

Ase heo it bi-leften opon is ruggo : in fat ofere jere.

Louerd crist, fat sweh a best : scholde houi so stille

And soffri men op-on him gon : and don al heore wille 1 376

J)is Monckes op-on fe fisches rugge : bi-leften al fe nyjt,

And songuen matyncs and euesong : and sethfe, fo it was lijt,

Op-on is rugge huy sounguen : heore masscne echon ; l • ms. «cho.,.

And euere1 houede fis muche fichs : stille so eny ston. > ms.«mu«*

Jjo heore resurrection was : with gret honour i-do 381

And fis Monekus hadden i-songue : heore Masscne al-so,

A-boute onderne of fe daye : to J>e schipe huy heom nome, [M. io« bj

And to fe foulene parays : fat ilke day huy come. 384

Jjo fis foules i-seijen heom come : huy gonne singue cch-ono

Ajenest heom with gret melodie : ase it were for fenone.

Jje foul fat spac with [heom] er : a-jein hem1 sone he dronj— 'orig.bim

fe drem of is winguene murie was— : ho welcomede heom fuire

ynouj. 388

"}e Aujten," ho scide, " ore louerd crist : fonky mid fe beste,

pat porueiez ou fcos four studes : to habben on ouwer rcsto :

"With ouwer guode procratour : ouwer maunde for-to do,

And sethfe ouwer resurrection : ope fe fisches rugge al-so, 392

And sethfe with us fis eijto wokes : a-non to witsonen-day,

And fram Mide-winter to candele-masse : In fe vie of Abbey.1

In fe se [of] Occean : in gret peril je schullen i-wende ' Ms- *Jlb,T

In trauail al fat ofur tyme : for-to fe souen jorcs ende : 396

And sotlife fat lond of bi-heste : god wole fat 30 i-seon,

And fourti [dawes] sethfe far-inne : In ioyje je schullen beon.

And to fe contreye fat 30 bcoz of : sethfe 30 schullen i-wende

With-oute trauail al aisieliche : and fare ower lif ende." 400

bis holi men bi-lefden fare : for-to fe trinite :

heore procratour to hem cam : and1 was euere in plente, '•'■f-1

he brou3te heom mete and driuke i-nou3 : ase he hadde er i-do,

And chargede heore schip fere-with : and let heom wenden so. 404

bis holie men wenden forth : ase god heom wolde sonde—

For godes grace was with heom : fe betere huy mijten wenden.—

l Al-eo huy wenden In a tyme : In strong tempeste j-nouj,



ST. BRENDAN AND HIS MONKS ARK IN DANGER AT SEA, AND 231

ARE MIRACULOUSLY FED WITH GRAPES.

A gret fisch huy seijun and grislich : after Jie schipe ho drouj ; 408

1 Hen ii inJo fom out of is mouth : after heom he caste,

pat water was herre Jane heore schip : bi-fore heom at echo blaste ;

ho cam wolchi after ase an hous : anJ porsiwede heom so faste; 411

So1 he schef with is breostene : J»o Monekes weren a-gaste, »«t •<>*»»•

And criden jeorne on seint brendan : and on ore lonerJ al-so.

After heore schip so swyfo he schef : fat he cam al-mest fer-to.

And fo ho heom haddo al-mest oucr-take : [&] buy ne tolden noujt

of horo liue,

An ofur fisch out of fe west : fare cam swymmo bliue, 416

lie gan i-mcte fis lufere fisch : and smot to him faste,

pat he for-clef is foule bouk : in fro partyes atfo laste ;

pat ilke1 wey fat he cam or : wel eueno a-jcin he drouj. ' «iiH»

pis monekes fonkeden iesu crtst : and wercn [gladde] l ynouj.— 420

Longue8 wenden fis gode men : in fe so forth so, < «<m«juuci ai.\o;t*\

pat buy wercn of-hongrod soro : and heoro mote was al i-do. » «/.8oioug»

po cam fare fleo a luytel foul : and broujto a giet bouj i Auu pmntu*.

Fol of grapus swyfe rede : and euene to heom be drouj.1 gUJ^'tt'-

paro-bi hoo liueden fourtone nijt : and hadden mote i-nouj. SnoS^" "om"

po fis grapes weren i-don alle : of-hongrede huy weren sore : 426

bi fone side huy i-seijen an yle : and mete far-inne more,

pc yle was ful of faire treon : and so ful was eueroch bouj [<**. iw]

Of swuche grapes aso huy haddon or : fat on fe ground© it drouj.

Scint brendan wende op of fis schip : fe grapes he nam faste 430

And bar i?ito fe schipe, to libbe fer-bi : fat fourti dawes it1 laste.—

Sone fare cam a gryp fleoinde : after heom in fe so ' «*. i-uuu

And a-sailledo heom in heore schip : and fondede heom to sle. 433

pis Monekes criden deolfolliche : and tolden luyte of heore lyuo.

po iseijen hay come fat luytel foul : toward hem wel bliuo > ai.om.

pat heom1 in foulene parays : so ofto heom hadde irad. • Ktaa

po seint brondan i-saij him3 come : he nas noujt a luytel glad. 437

pis luytel [foul] 1 smot to fis gryp : and nam is dunt bo heije > «dci<>d i»ur.

And at fe furate dunto : he smot out eyfur eyjen ;

Sone he a-slouj fis lufere best : fat he fol doun in-to fe se— 440

ping fat god wole habbe i-wust : ne schal it no wijt1 sle.—

pis holie Men wenden in fe se : a-boute here and fere : » on». aw, at. H*



232 FISH FLOCK TO HEAR ST. BRENDAN 8INO MASS. BIS SHIP

18 DRIVEN FAR NORTH, TO A DARK, STINKING LAND.

In on of fe four studcs : fe heyje festea huy were.

In a seint petcrcs day : gret festo huy niadcn with heore tounge 444

And swife murie of seint peter : In fe so huy sounge.

In a stude of fe se : so clcr fe se huy founde,

A-bouto heo i-scijen in echo side : clerliche to J>e grounde :

heom foujto fe ground was on eche half1 : with fisch al on hepe.

Jjis Monekes beden seint brendan : fat he softe speke, >a/.ibeicdwu 449

So fat he ne a-weijto noujt fe fisches : laste huy heore schip brekc.

Alle fe fisches leijen stille : aso J»ei heo weren a-slepe.1 IJ'ji'tT^JIfJJVs"

" beo je a-ferde 1 " quath seint brendan : " jwarof beo je a-drad ? 452

Opon )>e maisteres rugge of alle fisches : je habbcz i-beon wel glad

And fuyr i-maked op-on is rugge : and doth fram jere to jere I "

J}is holie Man Jie luddere song : for fesones1 ase J»oi it were. • ««.ptn out

J)e fisches sturten op with ]>is song : ase ]>ci huy a-woken a-slepe,

And comen a-boute fis monekes : alle to one hepe ; 457

So ficko huy floten bi eche side : no water man ne i-scij,1 > ms. ui)

And bi-setten fat schip al-a-bonte : Ake no water1 ne cam fare

neij. ' «/. »c iii

So ficke huy weren a-boute fis schip : And euere syweden it so, 460

pe jwyle brendan is Masse song : for-to heo was al ido ;

And fo fe Masse was al l ido : ech fisch wende in is ende— ' ms. >h

Muche jwounder man may i-seo : fat wide wole i-wende.—

Jje wynd was bofe strong and stif : and drof heore schip so faste ;

Al-so feor ase heo mijten seue-nyjt wenden : fat clere water i-laste,

fat heo iscijen in fe se : ase clerliche aso huy mijten a-londe— 466

gret wonder hadden fis gode Men : and fonkeden godes sonde.

Jjo cam sone a souferne wynd : and northfe-ward drof heom faste ;

Rijt euene with heom he was : and eijte dawes he laste. 469

J)o i-seijen huy feor in fe north : a lond deork i-nouj, l JL'JJjJ'jJ," "

Smoke stynkinde foule 1 : and fuder-ward heore schip drouj.

J)o i-heorden heo gret blowynge : of manie bcolies fere 472

And gret betynge and noyse i-nouj : fondre ase fei it were. [f°i- in b.j

fo was brendan sori j-nouj : and blessede him wel faste.

Jjo cam fare out a lufer \vy3t : ful Atelich ate laste,

Jjoru-out swart and brenninde— : ope heom is eijene he caste 476

And tornedo him anon ajen— : fis Monekes weren a-gasto.



8T. brenpan's ship is driven north to bell, and devils 233

SEIZE ONE OF HIS MONKS, A SINNER.

Jjnt lufcre wijt jaf a cri : fat Men inijtcn i-heore him wide.

J30 come fare out swuch* schrewes mo : ficke on cche side, 479

With tongen1 and with hameres : brennindo mani on ; • orig. umgn*

Op-on Jie watere heo omen fastc1 : After Jiat schip cch-on. ' yf'Z'otutt"'*

fo huy ne mijten fare-neij come : huy gounncn to jeollo fasto,

heore hameres al brenninde : after fis men huy castcn, 483

]jat men nc mi)ten nc-fing bote fuyr : noferiseo ne huyre;1 • ms.w«

J)c so was brenninde al-a-brod : ase fei heo were a-fuyre.

euor-ech caste is owel op ofur : and some huy frcwen an hcij,

huy frewen alle a-boute fat schip : ake non no cam fare-neij. 487

Ato laste heo tornedou alle ajcin : fo huy ne spodden noujt j>cre,

And nl fat lond foujte of heom : a-fuyre ase fei it woro,

And al fo se fare a-boute : barnde and smokede faste—

Strong was fe stunch and ]>o smoke : and longe, i-wis, it laste. 491

po fe smoke1 was sum-del feor : fat heo nc iseijen non more, ' <•'■ mmtk-

Jeot heo i-heorden heore jeollinge : fe feoues weopen sore.

"hou finchez ou," quath brendan : " was fis a murie past 494

We nellcz non-more come fare-neij— : f.it on ende of helle it was,

And fo feondes hopeden suyfe wcl : habbe i-hanod a wel god cas ;

Ake i-hered beo swete ihesu crist : huy casten Aumbes as I "— 497

J)e souferno wind laste juyt : and juyt drof heom forth.

So fat huy i-scijen ane hul : wel feor in fe north,

glowinde and brenninde smoke : grot stunch so was fere ; 500

)3o leije stod op an hcij : ase fei it a wal were ;

Jif fare was muche in fat ofur studo : fare was jeot wel more.

On of fo monekes fo bi-gan : to wcope and jcollen sore :

For is tyme was fo i-come : he ne niijto no leng bi-leuo. 504

he hupte out of fat schip : and amiddo fe se he gan wcue

And orn faste op-on fe watere : to-ward fat ilke fuyro.

lio critic 3001-110 and jal deolfulliche : fat grot deol it was to huyre ;

" Alas," he seide, " mi wrechche lijf I : for nou i sco min ende. 508

In ioye ich habbe with ou i-beo : ake i-ne may noujt ajjen wonde.

A-corscd beo fat me bar : and fe tyme fat ich was i-bore,

And fe fader fat me bi-jat 1 : for ich am noufe for-lorc."

Jie feondes comen him a-join : and nomen fat wrechche faste 512

And defouleden him strange Inouj : and a-midde fe fuyre him caste.



231 bt. Brendan's ship is driven south, he finds judas

iscariot on an isle.

Jjo fond ho soth pat scint brendan : seidc, )>o he out wende :

him failede grace, hou-so it was : his sunnes for-to a-mendo.—

So faste barnde )ie Montayne : fat no-ping huy ne i-scijc, 516

£e juyt heo weren feor Jiare-fram : no-))iiig bote lcyje.

po tornede pe wynd in-to pe North : and drof heom south-ward faste,1

In pulke side stronge Inouj : pat scuen-Nijt fulle ho luste. P m. io»]

• So longo hny wenden eucne south : fat buy i-scijcn at fen ende 520

One harde rocho In po sc : and pe so parc-oucr wende ;

Jjarc-ouer fe so caste i-lome : and ofte he was bar.

Aut po heo comen pe rocho neij : of a gnat heo wercn i-war :

heo i-seije on-ouewardc pe rocho sitto : jwane po so with-drouj, 521

A wrechche gost, naked and bar : in stronge meseise j-nouj ;

A-lx»ie him was a cloth i-tild1 : with tweie tonguene faste, • «fct«id

to is chin tilde pe ncoper ende— : po wynd it wide caste,

J)at euere jwane pat water him with-drouj : pat cloth, pat hong

heije, 528

boot him,1 ase pe wynd him blcvj : pat wrechche gost1 in pen eijo ;

pe wawes of pa so beoten also : bi-fore and bi-hynde— • •*. "».

A jeomerore gost pane he was : ne mijto no man finde.

Scint Brendan him bad a-godes name : telle jwat ho were 532

And jwat ho hadde ore loucrd mis-don : and jwi he sete pore.

"Ich am," he scido, "a deolful gost : ich bote wrechche Iudas,

Jjat ore louerd for pancwes solde : and on eorpe with him was.

Jjis nis noujt mi rijte studo : ake oro louerd doth me grace 536

to habben mi parays : hero in pis place,

For no guodnesso pat ich dude : bote oro louerdes ore.

I-ne habbe noujt so mucho pino : pat ich nere wurpe more.

For in pe brennynde hullo : pat ech of eov i-saij, 510

Mi rijte is to brennon Inne : bopo nyjt and day} ;

Jjare ich was pis jeondere daij : po ower broper pudero cam

And was into pine i-lad : and pare hadde is dom.

Jjare-fore helle was so glad1 : and makede so grete leije, > erif.gM 511

For pat he was pudero i-come : and so neij him1 i-seije—

So huy doz jwane ani soulo : is formost pudere i-come. > a/.lwijtwnr

Jjoruj godes hcijo milce : parc-fmm ich am i-nome :

For here ich am euer-ech sonenday : and from saterdayjes eue 518



JUDAS ISOARIOT TELLS ST. BRENDAN WHT HE IS PERMITTED TO 235

BE THERE, AND WHAT HI8 RELIEF IS.

For-to euen-song tyrne fane sononday : here i schal bi-leue ;

Ant at Midewintcr al-so : for-to twelfte-dai bco ido,

Ant fram fo bi-guynninge of cstur : )>at jwit-sononday come, al-so,

Ant al-so at ore lauedi festes— : so ful of milce heo is ; 552

Ako allc ofure tymene : In belle ich am, i-wis,

With pilatus. ant with hcoroudus : and al-so with1 cayphas—

A-corsed beo J>o tyme : fat ich i-boren was I ' •». amm »nd

Ich biddo )>e for fo louo of god : fondo on alio wise 556

For-to bi-lcuen1 here al fis' : fat j>e sonne a-risc, •oj.|>»ti<*bUiM "a/.nijt

And fat 30 wyten me fram fe feondes : fat sone comieth aftur

me."

Scint Brendan scido, "foruj godes grace : we schullen schilde fc.

tcl mo noufe jwat is fat cloth : fat so heije banguth her1." 'orig.hm

"J30 ich was on eorfe : and godes panowes ber, 561

pis cloth ich jaf a musel : and min owcno it nas noujt,

For it was with ore louerdes panes : ant mine folawes i-boujt [fanosbj

Ant for ich it jaf for godes loue : noufe it is me bi-fore— 561

So luyto ne schal man for him do : fat schulle bco i-lore.

For it was of ofur mannes : ase ich me under-stod,

Jjci it hangy bi-fore mo : it doth mo more harm fane guod :

In mine eijene it bat sore : ant doth licm harm i-nouj."— 568

Man mai i-seo jwuch it is : to jyueu ofur mannes fing with wouj ;

As wollez manie of fis riclio men : with onrijte al day take

Of pouere men here ant fer : and almosse far-of make,

bat heo doth for godes loue : ne schal noujt beo for-jite, 572

Ako to pine it heom tunic schal : ant fat huy schullen i-wite 1—

" J)o tongucne al-so," quath Iudas : " fat je so heije i-seoth,

tweye preostes ich jaf on eorfe : and fare-fore here heo bcoth—

For man schal clanliche ech fing finde : fat he doth for is loue. 576

J)e ston fat ich op-on sitte : and makcz me sitte a-boue,

In one weijo ich hyne fond : fare non neode nas no ston :

In a fenni dicb ich it caste : fat men mijten fare-ouer gon.

Fewe goddedes ich haue i-don : of jwan ich noufe may telle ; 580

Nis non so luyto fat man ne may fynde : in heuene ofur in helle."

bo it was .eue. fe sononday : fe feondes comen Waste,

For-to leden to helle fat sori gost— : huy weopen ant jollen faste.



236 ST. BRENDAN 0ET8 JUDAS ISCARIOT ONE NIGHT'S RELIEF MORE,

AND SAILS TO THE ISLE OF PAUL THE HERMIT.

" Wend heonne," heo seiden, "pou gode1 man : fou nast 110113 1 here

to done; ' <>'• g«i« 584

Lat us habbe ore felawo : ant to helle leden him sone : ' Ms.himi.im

For we ne dorren ore mayster i-soo : are we him1 habben i-broujt.

Jjou trend fram him, for it is tyme : and ne lete us noujt 1 "

" Ich no lette or noujt," quath scint brondan : " to don ouwer

nicstor, 588

Ake doth ore louerd icsu crist : pat is of more pouwer."

" hoa daret fou," fe feonfdes] seide : " bi-fore him nemme is name 1

Ne bi-trayde he him and soldo him al-so : to depe with grete schame 1 "

Seint Brendan scide, " in his name : ich bote ov, ase ich may, 592

J)at je ne derien him to-nyjt : are to-morewe fat liit boo day."

Eeuliche fe feondes jollen )>o : ant hamward gonne fleo.

Iudas ponkede reufollicbe : fat it was deol to seo.

A-morewe, a-non so fat it was day : J>e feondes comcn blaste. 596

Grysliche heo jollen ant weopen : ant gonncu to chide faste.

" A-wey," hay seiden, " gode man ! : a-corsed beo fe stounde

J)at fou come here us so neij : and fat we fe here founde :

Ore Maister us haneth i-pyned : bitterliche al pis nyjt 600

Ant swyf0 strongue, for we ne broujtcn : with us pis sorie wijt

Ake we wollez pcos six dawes : doubli al is wo

And so we wollez a-wreken us : for on liim-sulf it schal go ! " 603

)3.-it wrechche gost quakede po : fat reufe it was to seo ofur telle.

j)c fendes nomcn fo fis gost : ant ladden in-to helle ;

Ant seint Brendan hem for-bcd : In ore louerdes name

J3at heo ne seholdcn for fat nyjt : don him fe more schame.—

Seint Brendan and is Monekus : In f0 se forth wende jw. im] 608

pre dawes euene south : ase ore louerd hem grace1 sonde. >«(.om.

J?e feorpe dai heo i-scijen ane yle : albi soufe an heij.

Scint Brendan sijto sore : fo he fat [yle] i-seij.

" Powel fe heremite : is in fe yle fat ich i-seo, 612

here he haueth with-oute mete : fourti )er i-beo."

po heo comen to fis yle : heo wenden in ech-on.

pis heremite, fat was so old man : a-j"in hem cam a-non.

his her tilde doun to is fet : of berde and of hened, 616

and helede is bodi al-a-boute— : rijt noujt fare nas bar bi-leued ;



PAUL THE HERMIT TELLS ST. BRENDAN HOW HE GOT THERE, AND 237

HOW HE IS. MIRACULOUSLY FED BY AN OTTEB.

None ofur clones nadde ho on : is limes weren al horo.

Brendan stod and bi-hoold : and weop swife sore,1 ' A,^2Jiii,rtS

" And noujie In Hue of Aungele : ane man ich i-seo." SSmktSi!!4"

"beo 8tille," quath fe hermilc : " for god doth wel bi fe; 621

For he schewez ]>e more fane ani of ur : of is priuete.

For a Monek liuoz muche : bi swunche of maunos1 honde, > «». uo»»

Ant foil liuest bi godes grace : ant foruj is owene sonde. 624

In fe Abboye of seint patcrich : Monck ich was, i-wis

And of is churche a wardoin : faro is purgatorie is.

A day fare cam a man to me : ich eschte him jwat he were,

he scide, ' ich am fin Abbot : ne haue of me no fere.' 628

' Non ofur man fane seint paterik : ruin Abbot nis,' ich sede.

' Ich it am,' quath he a^ein : ' ne haue of me no drede.

to-morewe,' he scide, ' jwauo it is day : to fe se fou most i-wende :

Al-jare fou schalt finde a schip : fat god fe wole sonde ; 632

Ant do fe forth in fe se : in fine schipo wide :

hit wole fe lede to fe stude : fare fou schalt a-bide.'

Sone morewe ich oup a-ros : to don is holie bone :

And fo ich cam to fe se : fat schip icli fond wel sone. > r.bt 636

Mid me ich bad l fat schip i-worfe : wel euene forth it wendc.

};■<• scuenfe dai to fis yle : ore louerd mo hydore sonde.

J)o ich was out of fat schip : fane wei a-non ich1 nam ' <u. •;« it

Rijt eucne foruj godes grace : so fat ich1 hidere cam. > •/. rijtuit 640

Elinge ich jeode here al one : confort nad-ich non :

So fat on is hindore fet : An .Otur. faro cam gon,

Bi-twene is forfere fet he broujte : a fuyr-Ire ant a ston,

Jjarc-with to smite me fuyr : and fisch he broujte setlifo guod

won. 644

J)is [otur] wende sone a-jein. : ich makede mo fuyr faste

Ant seth me fisch a-godes name— : fre dayes it i-laste.

So fat euere fene fridde day : fis .Otur. to me drouj

And broujte me mete, fat ich hadde : fre dawes far-on i-nouj. 648

Watur of fis harde stone : foruj ore louerdes sonde > at. «h mud*!

)3are sprong out of eche daye1 : to drinke and wasche min honde.

J)is welle bi-gan furst hire to schewen : fat fou myt i-seo, | Jfg^bb,

here* ich hadde' fritti winter : In 6wuche line i-beo;4 *^]^y««—»



238 ST. BRENDAN AND BIB MONKS SPEND EASTER DAT ON THE

WHALS'8 BACK. IT CARRIES THEM TO THE BIRDS' PARADISE.

bi pis welle ich habbe I-leoued : fourti jer and on,

And fifti jer ich was old : are ich gan hidcre gon ; [w. io» b.]

So fat of an hondred jer : and twenti jer pare-to

Ich am noupe bi pis time— : ore louerd is wille bi me do. 656

And mi deth ich a-bide here : jwano god it wole sende,

Jwanne mi louerd wole fat ich come to him : and of pis world

i-wende.

Ake nim with pe of pis watur : pat pou hast neode to,

And wiend pe forth in pe se : for pi wei nis noujt al i-do. 600

For poa schalt jeot in pe se : fourti dawes fare,

And panne pou schalt pine Ester holde : ase pou hast i-don are,

And fram panne pou schalt wiende forth : to pe londe of bi-heste

And pare pou schalt fourti dawes : bi-leuen atpe leste, 664

And to pin owene londe ajein : pou schalt wiende so."

J)is guode men with deol i-nouj : pus de-parteden a-two.—

J)is holie men wenden hem forth : in tempeste1 wel faste, • *nn)>*M

Fourti dawes eucne 6outh : pe jwile pat Icinte i-laste. 668

to heore guode procratour : an ester cue buy come.

With heom he made ioie i-nouj : ase he dude er i-lomo.

he ladde heom to pis grete fisch. : pudcre buy conicn an eue ;

J>e Ester nijt for-to a-moruwe : pare buy gounne bi-leuo ; 672

J)are huy songuen heore matynes : and boore masse al-so.

J)e fisch bi-gan to meouen him : po pe masse wos al i-do,

And bar pis Monekes forth with him : And swam swipe" faste

In pe t?e wel stuyrnelicho— : po monekes weren a-gaste. G76

A wonder ping it was to seo : bo-so it hadde i-seije,

A so gret best a-boute wiende : aso it were a gret contreie 1

Rijt to foulene parais : pis monekes he ladde ech-on,

And sette heom up hole and sounde : and wende a-join a-non. C80

Jjis monekes, po huy pudere comen : wel glade and blipo huy were.

For-to aftur pe trinite : huy bi-lefden pere.

For heore guode procuratour : pulke tyme broujte heom mete and

drink i-nouj,

Ase he hadde er ido— : into heore schip he it drouj, 684

And al-eo he wende forth with heom : jwodere-so god heom sende.

Bi)t euene towar* pe est : fourti dayes huy wende.



ST. BRENDAN AND HIS MONKS REACH THE LAND OF PROMISE. 239

HIS COMING DEATH IS TOLD HIM.

J)o fe fourti daijes weren a-gon : hit gan to hauli faste ;

A wel deork mijst fare com al-so : fat swife longue i-laste. 688

" beoth glade," seide fis procuratour : " and makiez grete feete,

For ichot wel fat je booth : in ' fe londe of bi-heste." • •*. ■•«

Jw huy comen out of J>is Mijst : and mijtcn a-bouto i-seo,

In1 fe faireste lond huy weron : fat euere mijte beo. » «t rod* 692

So cler and so lijt it was : fat Ioye fare was I-nouj ;

Treon faro weren fulle of fruyt : wel ficke euer-cch bouj.

bicke it was i-set wit" treon : fe treon wel fairo wore,1 ' £{^^,'*00

pe Applene weren ripe inouj : rijt ose it heruest were. 696

Fourti dawes in fia londe : a-bouto huy gounno i-wiende,

In none half huy ne mijtcn funic : of fis lond non onde. [M. no]

hit was euere-more day : heom foujte, and neuere-more nyjt,

huy ne founden in none stude : neucre so muche lijt ; 700

pe eyr was euere in o stat : nafur to hot ne to cold— oowMmfiut*

Jwat [ioio] huy fere founden : ne may nouere boon i-told. !JljiJjJB'tJ3i'

So fat huy comen to a fair watur. : huy noldeu noujt ouor

i-wiende.1

J)o cam to heom a gonglich man : swife fnir and blende, 704

Fairore ne mijto nouere non beo : ase god him gan fare1 siende.

he wel-comede euerech hi is name : and custe heom ech-on, > ms. >m

Faire he honourede seint Brendan : and on is bond him nam a-non.

" Lo," he seide, " here fe lond : fat 30 habboz i-soujt so wide. 708

For ore louerd nolo noujt : fat 30 horo-Inne longue fus a-bide,

Ake 30 schullen in fe so : is priuetez i-seo,1 > TiieM v». m corrupt.

Chargioz ower schip with of fis fruyt : for je ne mouweu no leng

here beo."

to seint Brendan he seide And spak : fis jounge man fair and

hendo:1 • two t. •/. m. 7 1 2

" bou most to fin owene lond : a-jeinward a-non i-wionde :

For fou schalt sono out of fis world : fi lijf is neij atfende.

pis watur fat 30 here i-sooth : delez fis world a-two ; 715

J3eos half ou finchez fair i-novj : and bi-jeondo half al-so. > us. jendt

h ne mouwen noujt comen a-jond1 half : for it1 nis noujt rijt.

Ake fis fruyt is euere i-liche ripe : and fis lond i-liche brijt • i*

And jwane ore louerd eche-manere men : to him haueth i-drawe



210 ST. BRENDAN DIES IN IRELAND. AN ABBEY IS BUILT FOR Bill.

ST. NICHOLAS IS A GOOD CHILD, AND STUDIES HOLT WRIT.

j And jwane alle-manere men knowez him : and vnder-stondez is lawe,

}3at lond he wok fanne schowe : toward Jio worldes ende 721

heom fat beth to him i-coro : are liuy heonnes i-wiendo."

Scint Brendan a[n]d is Monekes : of J>is fruy' token faste,

And of preciouse stones al-so : and into hore schipe it caste ; 724

And faire and wel heore leue nomen : fo al J>is was i-do,

And with wop and sor and deol i-nov : departeden a-two ;

And wenden hamward in fe so : ase ore louerd heom sende.

Wel sonere, ich wot, horn huy come : fane huy outward wende. 728

heore brefren, fo huy comen horn : Ioyfule weren i-nouj.

Seint Brendan, fe holie man : sone to defe drouj—

For neueref[t] aftur fulke tyme : of )>e world he ne roujte,

Bote as a man of an ofur worlde : and ase he were in foujte— 732

And deide sone in yrlaunde : aftur fulke stounde.

Mani fair miracle men habbez sethfe : for him fare i-founde ;

And a fair Abbeie fare is a-re[r]d : ase is bodi was i-do.

God hringue us to fulke Ioye : fat is soule wende to. AmeN. 736

[Fol. 110 ft it left vacant.']

37 [Vita sancli Nicholai]

SEynt Nicholas fe holie Man : fat guod confessour was, [w. in]

Of heije men he was i-come : In fo cite of patras :

For in patras he was i-bore— : nelle ich far-of noujt lye j

his moder name was lone : his faderes epiphanie. i

Jje furste day fat he was i-bore : fat child, fat was so guod,

Ase it was in ane inele i-bafed : al one uprijt it stod.

Ano[n] so he was i-bore : he1 gan to beo guod and clene ; 'xs..nj

he nolde fridai ne wodnesday : eouke noujt bote ene. 8

Jjo he coufc gon ant speke : he ne pleide neuere mo, ' orig. nun

Ake 3wane ofur children rageden1 faste : to churche he wolde go ;

he nolde speke non ydel word : ase swuche children doth ;

Leijingue and pieces and ragingues : he bi-lefte al-so. 12

bo he was sethfe of grettore elde : to scole he was i-set ;

So wel he leomede : fat man nuste, no child leorni bet.

Sethfe fo he more1 coufo : al his studie he tok ' "'■ ™ ""

to guodeapclles ant to holi writes : and alio ofere bokea for-sok. 16



ST. NICHOLAS GIVES AWAY HIS GOODS, AND SATES GIRLS 241

FROM A SINFUL LIFE.

So clene lijf be ladde jong : fat deinte it was to wite ;

More godnesse ne mijto beo : fane we findelh of him i-write.

fio is fader and is moder wcren dede : fis holie child Nicholas

luyte tolde of heore guode : Jiei he heoro eyr was : 20

to pouere Men he jaf it clene : jware he saij neodo ;

And heo fat nolden bidde him non : etilleliche he gan hem beode.—

An lieij Man fare was bi-side : fat sethfe foruj lufer cas

his guod was al-clene a-wei i-go : and al pouere bi-come he was. 24

he hadde fro doujtren faire i-nouj : clene and guode al-so ;

In so gret Meseise heo wcren i-broujt : fat heo nusten jwat to do.

Jjo heo nusten jware-bi libbe— : for heore guod heom was bi-nome—

heore red huy nomen alle freo : fole wommen to bi-come 28

And rafer fanne heo in swuche houngur woren : to libbe bi hore-1

dom. I MS. bam*

fie olde man, heor aire fader : gret deol to him he norn.

gret pite hadde in is heorte : fe guode seint Nicholas,

Jjo he i-heorde fe deolfole mone : fat a-mong heom alle was. 32

Of is fader guode a nyjt : ane beij1 of gold he nam, »•!.»«»

I-wounde in one cloute : and stillclichc to heore house he cam,

to a derne wyndouwo softclicho : seint Nicholas gan gon

And caste in fat gold priueliche : and wende a-jcin a-non. 36

J)is housebonde a-ros a-Moruwe : ant far-of nusto noujt :

he com and fond fane bcij of gold : fat seint Nicholas hadde i-broujt.

bar-of he was glad i-nouj : foi he nuste ho it broujte ;

he it nam and fonkede Iesu crist : fat on is moseiso foujte. 40

Jj.irc-with he conseilede swyfo wel : his eldcste doujtcr sone

With fair bruyda-le and gret honour : ase rijt was for-to done.

Seint Nicholas i-saij al fis : and nafcles juy t he foujto

fi.it fis selie Man neode hadde : fat he more guod to him broujte. 44

A nijt he a-waitede swyfe wel : ase ore louerd it wolde,

And at one fenestra caste In eft-sone : ane ofur bcij of golde. [to. in bj

fi'ia housebonde a-morawe a-ros : fat gold he fond sone ;

he fonkede god with guode heorte : fat hadde i-hcord is bone. 48

And natheles him wondrcde mucho : ho is fraond so wel were,

And foujte fat he a-waiti wolde : jif he more come fere.

he conseilede is ofur doujtor : swife wel with fis golde,

LEOBND8 OF SAINTS. R



242 ST. Nicholas's goodness is discovered, he is made

BISHOP OF MIRRE.

"With gret nobleie and fayr bruydale : aso ore louerd it wolde. B2

Jeot foujto fis guode Nicholas : fo J)is was al i-do,

J)at it were guod to conseili : J>o fridde doujter al-so :

A nijt he wende wel stilledliche : to fat fenestre eft-sone

And caste In ane hoij of gold : ase he was i-wonod to done. 56

Jsis housebonde hadde i-waked longuo : for-to wayti of fis cas :

So fat, fo seint Nicholas cam : wakiende he was.

Op he sturte and siwede him : and bi is clofus heold him faste,

he ne let noujt go are fe guode man : i-kneuj him1 at fo laste. 60

Jeorno bad seint Nicholas : fat he to no man ne sedo, > «*. m iimow«

Jje jwyle fat he a-liue were : of fis priue dede.

"With fi« gold fe fridde dorter : wel i-conseilled was ;

And alle freo weren riche1 wiues : foru; seint Nicholas. > aigode 64

In fis manere seint Nicholas : ase ich noufe habbe i-sed,

Delde al is heritage : fo is fader was ded. > ms. n.

3wane ofur lien eoden to habbe solas : he nadde far-to no1 wille :

to churche he wolde and in one huyrne : is beden bidde wel stille.—

1T Hit bi-feol fat fe bischop : of Mirre was ded,

And folk cam to cheose ane ofur : and far-of hy nomen heore red ;

So fat heo weren in hore beden : nyjt and dai wel faste

pat ore louerd heom sende ane guode man. : and he herde heom ate

laste. 72

For a nyjt fare cam a voiz : ase it were in mctinguo, > at. of t» dwning*

to a bischop fat was maister fer : and tolde him fis tyf inguo1

And seide, "goth to-morewo to churche1 sone : rijt are hit dai beo :

J)e furste man fat je fare mouwen : i-heore ofur i-seo ' J^Jj,™ °"

And fat hote Nicholas : takez him wel sone

And makez him bischop of Mirre I : god hath i-heord ower bone." 78

fe bischop and fat ofur folk : a-risen are hit dai were,

And comen to churche, and founden sone : Nicholas stonde fere : 80

In one huyrne he stod ful stille. : heo axeden jwat he was

And jwat were is rijte name. : he seide hem " Nicholas."

heo nomen and ladden him with gret honour : to fe churche of

Mime

And sacreden him to bischop fere : and setten him in is se. 84

po he was heij man i-maked : fis guode Nicholas,



ST. NICHOLAS IS HDMDLF AND HELPFUL. HE WALKS ON THE SEA, 243

AND 8ATES A CHEW FROM SHIPWRECK.

More boujsum and milde he bi-cam : fano euer er [he] was ;

luyte pruyte he hadde of is power : jwane men him wolden a-loute,

And jif it nere for cije of god : leouere him were with-oute. 88

So prest he was to alle men : fat on him beden & cride,

And so muche for heom he dude : fat men speken }>ar-of wide.—

Muche folk In a time : In-to fe so i-wende [fct. ni]

In a sehip, to don heore neode : jif ore louerd fe grace heom senile.

So fat fere cam a gret tempeste : fat heo wendon alio a-drenche. 93

Alle guodnesse heo bi-hei$ten god : fat heo mitten on bi-fenche.

So fat heo foujten, ase heore schip : toward fe grounde was,

On fe guodnesse fat men tolden : of fe bischop Nicholas : 96

" Leoue louerd Nicholas " : wel loude alle heo criden,

" Jif it is1 soth fat wo habbez : i-heord tellen of fe wide, ' ns.it

In fis peril saue us noufo : fat we ne beon a-dreint ;

Louerd Nicholas, help us noufe : are ore schip beo a-seint I " 100

Ase heo gradden, fare cam on eorne : on-owarde fe watere bi-side

A bischop in abite swife fair. : wel loude on him huy cride. -

" Lo me here," quath fis holie man : " jo cleopeden me wel faste.

Seggez jwat ouwer wille beo : and jwarof je beon a-gaste ! " 104

" Louerd," heo seiden, " Nicholas : jif it is fi wille,

Saue us noufe of fis tempeste : fat we hefre]1 ne a-spille." > ms. h«

" Ne habbe jo," quath fis holie man : " her-of none drede 1 "

bat weder bi-cam fo stille inouj : fo he feos wordes sede. 108

heo bi-heolden fo after him— : heo nusten jware he was ;

And fonkeden muche ore swete louerd : and fene bischop Nicholas.

J)ene wei stille and murie : toward fe londe huy nome ;

With-oute eche destourbingue : to londe wel glade heo come. 112

Alle heo duden heom fort a-non : to fe bischope Nicholas,

Ase to a man fat heo neuere ne seiden : ne nusten jwuch he was.

Ech of heom bi-heolden him faste : fat to fis guode man com :

Alle heom foujto fat it was he : fat fene deth heom bi-nam. 116

" Louerd," heo seiden, " i-hered fou beo ! : to fe we gradden bliuo ;

On-ouewarde fe Be fo fou come : and broujtest us to Hue.

I-hered beo fe tyme fat fou most : a-mong men on eorfe beo I

For swuche grace ne hadde neuere eorfelich Man : ase man may on fe

i-se." 120

B 1



244 ST. NICHOLAS GETS CORN FOR STARVING PEOPLE, AND

MIRACULOUSLY REPLACES IT.

Jjis guode Man, fo ho i-hcorde fis : )>oiikccIo and hercde al-eo

Ore louerd, fat wolde for is loue : suych miracle do.—

V hit bi-feol In ane o)mr tymo : of fe bischop Nicholas,

Jjat gret hongur al-a-boute : In is bischopriche was ; 121

So lufere fullen fe jercs alio : fat no corn noujwere nas.

gret deol hadde fis guode bischop : of fat lujero cas.

Frara feorrene contrcics1 fare comen schipes : with muche corn fare-

bi-side : ) l «'■ «.

Jjis bischop wende a-jcin heora sone : and bad heom one stonnde a-

bide, 128

" For fe loue of Iesu crist : leneth me," he sede,

" Ane hondret quarters of fat corn : fat 30 fare doth lode,

to fis selie men fat beoth here : neij for houngur dede ;

heo ne habboth no corn to libbe bi : to sede no to brcde." 132

" Certes, sire," fis schipmen seiden : " fat ne dorre wo noujt :

For al fis corn fat fou i-sixt : fat we habbez here i-broujt,

"With swyfe schars met with-alle : bitaujt it is us echone

J)at we it leden fe Aumperour— : ne dorre we make no lone." [M. 111 bj

" With-oute faille," quath fis gode man : " no dredez ou rijt noujt,

Jif je me wollez far-of lene : fat eov schulle faili ou^t ; 1 38

Jje folle je schulle jelden fe Aumperoure : ase men token ou for-to

lede,

Uo-fing ne schal ou failli : ne farf ov no-fing drcdo." 140

J)e schipmen ope truste of is word : wel largeliche him mete

And token fe bischope wel i-metcno : Ane houndrcd quarteres jwcto ;

And wenden forth to fe Aumperour : and is corn him ladde ;

And bcden is stiwardes meten wel : jif hoo fe folle hadden. 144

buy meten, and founden al fe fulle : and wel more fare-to.

For wonder heo axeden fe schipmen : jwi it woxe so.

heo fonkeden a-non fane gode bischop : fat is ncode to heora mende,

And tolden fore fe Aumperoure : hou muche corn heo him londe,

And hoa he bi-het heom fat it ne scholde : fare-fore ne wonie noujt,

And boa heo hadden bi large met : wel more corn i-broujt.

bis guode bischope heo hereden swife : and fonkeden muche also,

))at hadde foru ore louerdes grace : swche miracle i-do. 152

Al fe contreie hadde i-nouj : to mete and to sede,



tub devil's trick to destroy bt. Nicholas's church 245

is frustrated bt the saint.

To jor and more, of fat corn : fat hco gonnc faro lode.—

U In an ofur tymo fis guode bischop : bi a fair treo com :

lie fond fare men fat duden fing : a-jein hoore cristine-dom : 156

heo stoden fare, ase heo ofte duden : and maden beore sacrefise

to fe deuol onder fis treo : fat men1 mi}ten far-of a-grise. inprnccUwd.

Scint Nicholas liconi tornede eclione : gode men for-to be,

And dude heom foi-sake fe feondes lore : and hewo a-doun fat treo.

pe deuel after fulke tyme : to him badde grot onde : 161

For-to a-batien is pouwer : in alio mancro be gan fonde.—

pilcgrimcs weren in fe so : to seint Nicholas for-to wende,

For fe guodnesse fat buy of him harden : jif god heom wolde fe

grace sende. 164

In fourme of a fair womman : fe deuel cam heom to

And seide, " loucrdingues, wol is eou : fat 30 mouwen ouwer wille do

For-to seche fis holie man : fat so milsful is and hende 1

Lcoucro icb hadde fane ani-fing : mijte icb with ou wende : 168

For icb ne wilni no-fing so muche : ase fane holie man to sea

A luyte fing 30 motcn for me don : 3 wano it ne may ofur beo :

Nimcth here fis guode oygncment : f\t deorewurfe is with-alle,

And 3wane 30 into is churche comiot : smeorietb in echo walle, 172

For-to wurthschipion fane guode man : fat is of so gret pouste ;

And jwane icb ne mai to him come : doth fat In fe muynde of mo I "

}3is pilegrimes with glade beorte : fis oynement to heom nome,

to smerien with fis holie church e : 3wane beo fudere come. 176

Ase he wenden forth in f0 se : sone it dude bi-falle

]3.it fare cam to heom a schip : with faire men with-alle ;

A bischop fare was a-mong heom : swife fair man and bende.

he grette heom faire and axede a-non : jwodcro beo foujten wende.

heo seiden fat beo wolden : 3if it godes wille were, [w. iu]

to fe churcho of Mirree : for-to Anouri seint Nicholas fero. 182

" Jwat was fe womman," fe bischop seide : " fat 3wile er eou cam to,

And 3wat was it fat heo eou bi-tei3te 1 : 3wat scbulle 30 fare-with

dot" 184

" Sire, it is an oynement " : feos pilegrimes seden,

" bo guode womman 3001710 us bad : to fe holie cburche it lede

And faro-with in muynde of hire : jwane it were fudere i-brou3t,



246 8T. NICHOLAS EXPOSES THE DETIl's TRICE. HE 8TAT8 OPPONENTS

FROM FIOHTINO.

Smeorie fe holie churche wowes— : fat we ne leten it nou3t 1 " 188

" ?e, 3e," quath Jus holie man : " je nuten noujt jwat hoo is.

takez me fat oynement : and 30 schullcn i-seo, i-wis."

Jjis guode man nam fat oynement : and a-midde fe se it caste,

pat watur bi-gan to berne a-non : a-jein is kuyndc, wel faste ; 192

Fram stude to stude fat fuyr orn : and barnde fe se, i-wis.

Jjo seide fe guode man, " here 30 iseoth : jwat ouwer oynement is.

badde 30 ani-fing farof : on fe churche-walles i-do,

Al fe chuiche hadde for-barnd : and al fe town al-so. 196

bit was fe foule feond of hello : fat it ou tok with honde

1 For-to brenne fulke churche : for he haueth far-to onde."

Forth wende fis bischop and alle his : anon-rijt foruj godes sonde.

pe pilegrimes roweden1 fene nexte wey : so fat huy comen to londe.

to seint Nicholas heo wenden f0 : fat heo so wide sowjte. > orii. «w»

A-non so heo i-seijen fis guode man : heo stoden in grete foujte ;

heom foujte fat it fe bischop was : fat in fe se to heom cam,

Jjat sche'ude hem fat oynement : and fe feondes swykedam. 204

" Louerd," heo seiden, " nov fin ore I : muche is fi pouwer :

J)at we i-scijen in fe se : are we comen her."

heo hereden muche fene holie man : as it wel rijt was. 207

Jje guode man faste heom for-bed : fat heo ne tolden nowjt fis cas.

Fairore Miracle on eorfe : ne mijte we neuere i-wite

pane we of seint Nicholas : findeth ofto i-write I—

In a tyme lufere men weorreden : fene Aumperour of rome

And destruyden is londes faste : and bataille a-jein him nome. 212

J3e Aumperour nam fre grete louerdingucs : and cfere wel mani on,

For-to wenden, I-armede swyfe wel : to fljten a-jein is fon.

Jjis freo princes with heore men : in fe se forth i-wenden,

to fijten a-jein is wyferwynes : ase fe Aumperour heom sonde. 216

So fat fe wynd heom drof : ase it were bi cas,

to fe contreie of Mirree : fare fis bischop was.

J>e bischop heorde of hem telle. : ajen heom he wende sone, 219

And bad heom come and ete with him : and huy graunteden is bone.

Jpis [fe]1 guode man dude for heo ne scholden : none robberie do.

he made hem suyfe wel an-ayse : and fair semblaunt al-so ; ' «*•

So fat foruj fis holie bischop : heo and heore fon



ST. NICHOLAS RECONCILES THREE PRINCES AND THEIR 70ES, 247

AND RESCUES THE PRINCES WHEN FALSELY ACCUSED.

Witli-oute dunt ojiur blod i-sched : a-corded1 weren a-non, 224

Al-lo fe Aumperores guode : ant to hi) honour al-so. > «i|.mM

boos fre maistres wenden hamward : fo fis dede was i-do. [w. lit bj

heo comcn and toldcn fo Aumperour : hov heo hadden on i-take.

be Aumperour was wel a-payd : and gret feste gan hoom make. 228

heore lufero felawes comcu sono : and fare-to hadden envie,

And sciden heo hadden ])o Aumperoure : i-don gret tricherie

And with is fon imaked a fol pays : and with groto feolonie,

to fe descritisun of fc Aumperour : ope heom heo gunne lye. 232

bo Aumperour in groto wratlifc : let heom nirao faste

And binden fcos fro princes : and in strongue prisons caste.

So faste weren fis lufere men : ope fis princes froo

Jjat fo Aumperour swor is oth : A-sIawe heo scholden beo. 236

he let somony is knyjtes alio : fat heo a-morewe come

For-to bringuen feos freo princes : to defe foruj heore1 dome. • «i u«

A-non so fo t.ifinguo was i-broujt : to fis princes1 freo, > •i.pri»na

heo weopen and criden deolfulliche : fat roufe it was to so, 240

heo weopen and heore clofes teren : and heore her al-so; «TT.t4i-i«i.««.

And foujten on fo grete godnesse : fat seint Nicholas hadde i-do.1

" Louord," heo seidon, " Nicholas : fro jwam. wel glade we eode,

And also wis ase we gultelese beoth : help us in ore neode, 244

Ne lat us neuere fU3 gulte-lese : to defe beon i-broujt ! "

pa holie bischop Nicholas : nc fur-jat heom noujt : l » w. mm mi. m.

For a nyjt, ase fe Aumperour : ase a louerd lay and ase a sire,

In-to is paleis, fat was so strong : and i-barred al with ire, 248

to him rijt bi-fore his bed : fis holi bischop com,1 i „<,. ^

And seide, "sire Aumperour, jwat fencst fou : with fi false doml

3wi hast fou fis gultelese men : In fi prisone i-brou^t

And gulteles fenchest heom a-quelle 1 : ich rede, with-drauj fi Jwujt I

A-ris op sone, ich rede fe : and lat heom of prisone wende, 253

Ofur ichulle mine louerd bidde : fat he fe weorre sende,1 'jjjjjjfc *•

bat fare-inne fou worst al-to-boned : and i-broujt of hjf-dawe,

bat foules schullen and wilde bestes : fi caroyne al-to-drawe."1 256

" Jwat artov," quath fe Aumperour : " ofur of jwat pouste, ' JJ'Sf*

bat in fis tyme art i-come : in-to mi paleys to me

And swuche bolde wordes spextt : wonder me finches of fe 1"



248 ST. NICHOLAS PROCURES THE RELEASE OF THE THREE PRINCES

UNJUSTLY IMPRISONED.

* ' Ich am," quath J)is Nicholas : " bischop of mirrcc." 260

51 Seint Nicholas wende al-so : to fe Aurapcroures heije Iustise,

Jjare he lai bi-side in fe palcys : and made him sum-del a-grise :

* J)ov witleso wrechche," ho scide : " jwat hauestoa i-foujt 1

Hastov Jiat fis gultclcs:; men : to defo beon i-broujtl 264

"With-drauj fi red, ich fe rede, sone : ofur Jiou schalt al for-dwyne

And for-leose al J)i guod : and deyje in strongue pine."

" Jwat artou," fis ofur scide : " fat spext wordcs fus grete

And po Aumpcrorcs heijo Iustise : J>us baldeliche darst frete? " 268

" Ich am," he scide, " Nicholas : bischop of Mirree.

l>ote fou with-drawe fi rod sone : fou schalt i-leue me."

Jjc Aumperour lai and q»akede sore : and sonde after is Iustise, CM- ut]

Jjat was al-so sore a-drad : and soruful in echo wise. 272

Eyfur toldc ofur fore : hou ho to heom scido

And wel baldeliche fretnede heom. : jware-fore heo weren in drcde.

For-to schildcn heom fram is wrathfe : an-ofur heo mosten redo :

Jjis (ire prisones heo lctcn up nime : and sone bi-foro heom lode. 276

Swife sore heo wcrcn a-dradde : for hoo weuden a-non boo dede ;

To fe bischop Nicholas : rculiche boo gonno grede. > •». d«rie|>

" bcaus amis," quath fo Aumperour : " jwat-manere men beo ya,

Jjat fus foru3 ouwer enchauntement : a-nijt drechcheth1 mel" 280

" A, 6ire, merci," fis ofure seide : " jwi wolle jo soggen so 1

Of anchauntement ne coufe we neuere : opo god we wollez us do.

Ake gulteleso men we buth : with oiiri}te hidcrc i-broujt ; 283

Al-so wis god schilde us fram fe deth : ase we no beth gultie noujt."

"I-knowe je ani Man," quath fe Aumperour : "fat bote Nicholasl"

pare nas neuere on, for fis word : fat in grc[t] hope ne was 1

heore hondene heo heoldon op on licij : and wel loude gradden 287

to fe bischope1 Nicholas : fat he roufo of heom hadde. ' Ms.wwwhoiw

* "Jjoruj him," quath fe Aumperour : "je beth to liue i-do,

Ich ou 3iuo lijf and lime : and ouwer chateles al-so.

goth noufe hasteliche to him : and tellez him wel bliue

hou fat for fe loue of him : ich let ov gon a-liue ; 292

biddeth fat he for-jiuo me is wrathfe : and non harm for eu me do,

Ake fat he bidde god for me : and for mi kynodom al-so."1 1 2,'Su*

))is prisones wenden with glado heorte : to fo bischope Nicholas,



ANQELS ARE SENT TO 8T. NICHOLAS AT HIS DEATH. 249

HEALING SPRINGS START FROM HIS MARBLE TOMB. MIRACLES:

And fonkeden liim, ase heo aujten wel : of fis Ioyfule cas. 296

Ich wene, fere nas neuero haluwe : ecint Nicholases i-per,

Jjat so manie faire Miracles : bi is liuo dudo her ;

For to come into so strong paleis : and gon op-on po se al-so,

gret wonder was fat ani-bodi : swuch miracle mi3te do ! 300

Mucho of )>e kuynde of hcucno : oro louerd here him sendo,

Aunglcs dede a-liue to do : are he hennes i-wende.1— • «. tn-Mt «/. «n.

)3o ore louerdos willo was : fat ho scholde hennes w'ende,

ho bad ore louerd pat he scholde : aungles to him senile. 304

)jo ho i-say po Aungles to him como : he ponkedo ore louerd fast*.

Jjc prittijjo saume of pe sauter : he bi-gan pus ate lasto

" In po, louerd, ich habbe i-hoped : fat ich i-coufundet ne beo,

Jjino holie ere beij a-doun to me : hcijo and dcliucre me." 308

he deide ato sixte vers : pat on e[n]glichs to seggen is

" Mine soule, louerd, ich bi-take po : }>ou boujtest hire, i-wis."

Jjc soule out wende with pulko wordo : and pe Aungeles forth biro

bore;

Alle pe felaweschipes of heuene : wel glade fere-with were. 312

lie deide fro houndret jor : and in fe freo and fourtyfo 301-0

After fat god was i-bore : as fe bok us dcth lere.

In one toumbe of Marbre he was i-leid : swyfe faire with-alle.

Out of fe harde Marbro-ston : fe oylo gan out walle; [M. tukj 316

A wcllo of eoyle fare sprong out : rijt at is houed a-non,

And at is fet a wcllo of water : of fe harde Marbre-ston.1 ' rr Ji7-*o'.om.

Sike men fare gonnen sono : wel ficke fudero gon.

Jjar-of men bcren wide a-boute : and jeot men doth al-so ; 320

gret botningue far is juyt : of men fat comieth fare-to—

For f0 welle of eoyle and of watur : ase manie men i-seoth,

In f0 harde ston lastez jcot : fare is holie bones booth.— > om. bar*

Many fair Miracle fare1 hath of him : scthfo he deide, i-come. 324

Jjci we ne mouwen noujt tcllcn alle : we moten tellen of some.1—

'• To a gyv at one tyme : a cristine man jeodo > rr. «»-5 at. am.

For-to borowi gold of him : to is muchele neode.

lie ne mijte finden him nanne boruj : ne wed nadde he non : 328

1) me gyv to seint Nicholas churche : he bad with him gon ;

Op-on seint Nicholases auter he swor : at one certeyno daye,



250 ST. NICHOLAS TAKES VENGEANCE ON A FALSE CHRISTIAN,

WHO CHEATS A JEW.

So god him helpe and seint Nicholas : his gold him for-to payo.

pis giv for seint Nicholas loue : his oth noujt ne for-sok, 332

Ake seint Nicholas to borcwe he nam : and pat gold him bi-tok.

Jjis lupere crtstine man : po it cam to is dayo,

Jjat gold nolde he jclJo noujt : ake poi^te p.ino giv bi-traye.

)3e giv cam and azede him : jwanne he it jelde wolde. 336

" J»T false schrewe," Jie o)mr seide : " ich it pe habbe i-jolde,"

jjo giv seide nay, and he 3113 : bote al no heold it noujt.

Jje giv let him somoni : pat he was to court i-broujt.

Ake ])is false cristine man : poujte op one feolle gynne : 340

Ane staf be nam op-on is hond : —I10I113 he was with-inne—

Jjaro-inne he dutto al fat gold : pat he scholde po giwe jelde,

And feolliche dutte hine and fasto : fat men ne scholdon him bi-

melde.

bi-fore pe bayllifs buy comen : po giv and he bope. 34-t

be with-sok pe giwos dette : and was i-don to ane ope.

Jjo he scholde is oth do : is false staf he bi-tok

pa giwe, and bad him jwitie pe jwilc : he leide is hond on pe bok ;

And seide, "al-so muche gold al-so ich borewede : of pe giv pat

here is, 348

So helpe me crist and seint Nicholas : ich tok him ajein, i-wis."

Jjis lupere man with is fals oth : swipe wol i-leued was,

And pe opur, for he was a giv : no-ping i-leucd he nas.

"3wane pou me hast bi-giled : with pi false cas, 352

Ich bidde pine borouj pat he it me jelde : pe guode seint Nicholas."

jje giv with wel sorie chere : wende him forth a-non,

And pe false man nam is staf : and hamward bi-gan to gon.

Al-so he wende bi pe weie hamward : to slepe he hadde grete wille :

Jjare twei weijes to-gadere comen : a-doun he iai wel stillo, 357

As pis false man lay and slep : a cart pare cam gon,

And al-to-bruysde is false bones : pat he deide a-non.

bat o jweol to-brak pane false staf : ase mani a man i-saij : 360

\Bere afol. U manting ; if8. Barl continuei:}

[pat gold schadde out al-abrod : & amidde pe weye lay.

U pe gyw, po he pis isej : loude he gan to crt'e



A MAN HAS HIS SON DROWNED FOR FAILING TO GIVE ST. NICHOLAS 251

A OOP WHICH HE HAD PROMISED Hill.

& fonkede seint Nicholas : fat schewede his tricherie.

For J>e miracle men him rudde : cri'stene forto beo. 364

"Certes, ynelle," qanj) f is ofer : " er ic more iseo ;

Ac if god & seint Nicholas : wolde f is lifer manes1 lyf sonde, > at. man k

Cri'stene ic vrolde pernio beo : & serai hem to mi lyues ende."

f From defe to lyue ))is false man : Jnirf seint Nicholas com. 368

Anon so fe gyw f is iwej : he wilnede cristendora,

& bileouede on ilic.s-u crist : & god man euereft was.

pis me fin})) a fair miraclo : of seint Nicholas !

lier je seoji hou hit goJ> bi men : fat wif gyle swerief, iwis ; 372

Jjej he furf gyle swerie sof : iwis forswore he is.— s

5T A god man )>er was in a tyme : fat longe was mid his wyda,

put no childe nemijte habbe : fat euer« cam to lyue.

To seint Nicholas ofte hi bede : achild hem to sende, 376

& bihete him, if hit so were : to him forto wende.

IT Seint Nicholas ihurde here bone : —for god he is & mylde :

hit biful fer-alter sone : fat his wyf was mid chylde,

k broujto forf afair sone. : glad fis gode man was 1 380

lie lot jarki a fair coupe : to seint Nicholas.

So fair* was fe coupe of golde : fo heo was jaru iwroujt,

k f is hosebonde heo was so leof : fat he nolde leue hire nojt,

Ac athuld hire in his owe lions : him-silue fer-of to drinke ; 384

Anofer to seint Nicholas : fe goldsmyth he let biswinke.

H bo fe coupe was ymaked : to fo louerd seint Nicholas,

he wiste hire wif gret drueri : ac fofer fairere was.

f bo his sone was wel i-woxe : & hadde strenjfe 8c raijte, 388

To fo pelgrimago of seint Nicholas : f is gode man him dijte,

k noni wif him his leoue sone : & fe coupen beyo,

J}o furste, fat him was so leof : to serui him bi fe weye,

pofer, to ofri seint Nicholas : whan hi fider come. 392

lii greifede hem a-godes name : & fe holi wei hi noma.

f So fat hi come in fe see : as hi fane wei wende.

After water of fe see : fis gode man his sone sende :

" Fech me," he seide, " of fe water : in myn owene coupe I " 396

pat child dude his fader heste : & to fe water gan stoupe.

pe coupe ful out of his hond : & anon to grouude sonk ;

be child ful in afterward : & in fe water adronk.

Gret deol makode fis gode man : fo he eej f is caa, 400

bat he nadde bote fat o child : & he adronke was.

" Awei," he seide,1 " fis dai abide 1 : leoue louerd, alias 1 » oa J>nt i> Kh>i
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wel i* wot, i' haae agult : be louerd seint Nicholas,

J)at ie bynora him be furate coupe. : lou«rd, what schal i' do? 404

J}erfore i* liabbe ilore nou mi child : & pe coupe also.

Seint Nicholas, forjif hit me : k ynelle nojt bileue, iwis,

]pat ynelle siche )>e : bej me beo bifalle bis I "

H J)is gode man [him] wende forb : in deol & son bojt ; 408

Er he to seint Nicholas com : he neturnde aje nojt.

J)o he to be weued com : bat he hadde wide isojt,

Jje coupe ho offrede berto : bat he hadde bider ibrojt.

be coupe hipte anon aje : he nolde astinte bere, 412

Ac hipte into }>e flor : wreche as bej hit were.

Jjis gode man hire nom vp : & offrede hire eft bere.

EftBone heo hipte fram be weued : forbero ban heo dude ere.

H Jx> was bis gode man agWse : & bobere aboute also. 416

" Louerd," he scide, " seint Nicholas : i* haue bo moche uiisdo.

Ich wolde offri Jober coupe : ac ynemai berto come :

vnderfong Jms, if hit beo bi wille : for bober me is bynome.

Tnderfong bober of mi sone : for bu wost wher he is; 420

Let mi sone to be offri bulkc : & let me offri bis."—

For no hope of his sonea lyf : be gode man bis neso le,

Ac for he scho'de his soule helpe : k bo whatlokere do what he bede.—

II Mid bis word per com in : his sone, bat was adronke, 424

& bar be coupe on his hond : bat was mid hint asonke ;

To be weued ho jeodo & offrede : to seint Nicholas.

wele, louerd, be grete ioye : bat of be miracle was 1

Gladliche be fader & be sone : here offring vp bere ; CM. in] 428

k wcnde hora wib gret ioye : & leuede bo coupen fere,

& hcrede moche seint Nicholas : as hi wel aujte, iwis.—

lleni is be faire miracle : bat of seint Nicholas is!— ««_^

11 A gyw was while in a tyme : bat i-hurde meni o tale 432

Of be miracles of seint Nicholas : bat he dude bo fale.

So [fat], be) he were a gyw : vpe him his hurte he caste,

k honurede him ynou) : k bibojte him atte lasts :

An ymage priueiliche he makede : of seint Nicholas 436

4 k honurede hit in his hous : bo hit jare was.

'. U In a tyme hit biful : bat he hadde to done

In be contrai ber-aboute : to come aje wel sone.

he nuste wham his god bitake : forte he aje come : 440

Seint Nicholas ymage he bad : nyrae )>er-to gode gome.

" Ich be habbe," be soldo, " iloued ynouj : do me som god berforo :
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wito mi god forte i* come : bat hit ai boo forloro !

For, bi seint Nicholas J>at i° louie : if hit beo awei ibore 414

wlian ic come aje, bu schalt : sore abigge ferfore."

be gyw wende for)> his wci : & tok al his god to wite

p ..! ymage, forte he come aje : as liit is iwrite.

Sipbe hit biful fat libere men : & ])eoues ber come] 448

\Here L. goet on again.]

And to^breken be giwes hous : and is guod a-wei noma. [M.111]

)3o bo giv cam horn a-jein : and mistc al is gvod,2 >«i.oa. » orig. g<x>a

gret deol he made and seoruwe i-novj : and fordo ase he were wod.

to bane ymage he wende a-non : ase he bi be walle stod : 452

"Seio," he seide, "jwat haucst bou i-dol : bou hauest i-set harm

a-brod.

Ich lii-tok bo to witene al mi guod : bat god lente me :

hit is nonbo al i-boro a-wei : and bat ich wito be,

Jwan ich. it bi-tok be in warde : and bou were of pouste 45C

to witen it wel, jif bat bou woldest. : bare-fore bou haue maugro.1

For jwane ich truste so muche to be : and bou noldeat do mi

bone, > n. 4M-7 al. on.

Li rijte lawe, ase ich be bi-het : bov schalt a-btigge sone,

Jwnno bou jolde mine godhede : so vuele at be laste." 460

harde scourgene he nam and stronge : and boot bis ymage wel

faste,

hut greto peces borsten a-wei— : he ferde ase he were wod,

And eucre he bad bat seli treo : bringue ajen is guod.

Seint Nicholas bare-afterward sone : to bo beoues wende, 464

Al for-woundet and to-drawe : ase be giv him to-rende ;

" Lo," he seide, " hov ich am for ov : I-woundet and for-gnawe,

blok and blodi, ase jo i-seoth : and al mi bodi to-drawe.

bringez a-jen, ich red ov, sone : bat 30 habbez a-wei1 i-bore ' orig.i-jm

And istole of bo giwes guode : obur 50 schulle liangi fare-fore.1

For-sobe i segge, ;e schullen hongen : bote 30 it bom anon lede, 470

3e schullen some a-bugge with me : ouwer foule mis-dode." * JJ****

bcos beoues weron sore of-dradde : heo nomen heom to rede 472

And ladden horn a^ein be giwes guod— : huy ne dorsten obur for

drede,1 1 «i». tin
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And weren a-knowo of al hore gult : and f>o Miracle him sede

hov seint Nicholas to lieora cam : with is eidene blod-rede.

Jje giv, and fe fcues al-so : to seint Nicholas bede 476

pat he for-jeue heom heore gult : and nolden more don to quede.

pe feues bi-comen trewe men : and ne stelcn ncuereft more,

And ]>e giv him let cristny sono : and tok him al-to godcs lore,

And euereft more euerechone : louoden seint Nicholas. 480

JSIe fincheth, a-mong alle ofere : a fair Miracle fat was I1— ' JJ;^"1

IT Id anojmr time a guod man was : fat hadde a clerk to sono ;

Echo jere he wolde for is loue : a-seint Nicholas dai bi wone

Of manie clerkus gret feste holden : and wurthschipien1 seint

Nicholas al-so, ' at. om. 484

with ofTringue and seruise at churche : gret honur him do.

pe feond hadde far-to onde. : a dai he1 cam fere • ms. m i»

A-seint Nicholas day to fe jate : ase fei it a beggare were,

And bad, for seint Nicholas loue : fat man sum guod him1

3COU6. > orig. hfom 488

Anon so fat child wuste him fere : he nolde no leng bi-leue

Ake bred he nam in is hond : fane echrewe forto bcode.

And fo fat child cam toward fe jate : fe schrowe aweiward jeode ;

Jjat child eode eucre after-ward : to jiuen him of fo brede, 492

Ake he jeodo euere forth, ase it were : a-weiward fat child to

lede:

And fo he cam in-to a demo stude : he bi-turnde him ate laste,1

Ase it were to nime fat bred : and anon he nam wel faste p foi. m b]

pat child bi is seli frote1 : and a-stranglede him a-non ; > ms. )•'<*»

Jjat child lai fare and deide sone : and fe schrowe a-wei gan gon.

Jje guodo man, fo he miste is child : he soujte it wel wide ; 498

Ake fo he fond it ligge a-elawe : wel deolfulliche he cride.

" Louerd," he seide, " seint Nicholas : ich bidde fe milce and ore I

honoured ich fe habbe mani a dai : ant jeot ich hopie more,

And for anchaisun of mi sono : fe more, and for is lore,

Jjat fou me sendest Ioie of him : and schildest me fram sore :

Jwi jelstov mine jwyle fus t : louerd, jwi dest fou so 1 604

hov mijtfou fus, seint Nicholas : for reufe bi me do 1

?if me gladnesse of mi child : fit ich mote him a-liue i-seo,
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And ich him bi-hote to fine seruise : and fat lie schal guod man

beo."

Ase he was Jms in is beden : fat child a-ros op allone, 508

And herede god and scint Nicholas : a-mong heom euerechone,

J)at him hadde hjf i-sent : for is fader bone fer ;

And he tolde al-hou fe deuel hadde : him a-strangled er,

For al-so muche ase he honourcde so : fane guode seint Nicholas.

)3is, me finchez, a-mong alle ofere : a fair Miracle it was I 513

Louerd, [fat] for fe loue of seint Nicholas : mani Miracle hast i-do,

)3ou schild as fram fe pine of hello : and fram dedliche sunne also.

s

38 Vita sancti Iuliani amtessoris.

Eint Iulian fe confessour : was i-bore at rome ;

Muche folk f01113 *s prechingue : cristine heo bi-come.

Of noble kunne he was i-come : and renable he was i-nouj ;

After fe Apostles he cam seme : and muche folk to guode droj. 4

In-to a cite he was i-sent : fe prechour guod and trewe,

Ase a-postel for-to prechi : fe jwile cristinedom was newe.

Cristinedom was fo vnwurfe : in fulke cite fere :

gret scorn heo hadden of alle fulke : fat icristnede were, 8

And alle fat speken of cristinedom : heo defouleden heom i-nouj.

In Aunter him dude fis holie man : and fuder-ward juyt him

drouj,

And a-mong heom he cam wel mildeliche : and prechede faste a-non.

jDat folk drof to busemaro : fe meste del ech-on ; 12

Ake ore louerd sende him grace : and fair miracle for him wroujte,

And fat folk foruj is prechingue : to cristinedom he broujte.

Ore louerd him jaf so fair grace : fat with one worde he mijte

helen Meoseles and guidie Men : and fe blinde jiuen heore sijte ; 16

Jjaro nas no-manere vuel : noujwer fare he cam gon,

Jjoruj fe vertue of fe croiz : fat he ne helde heom1 a-non. » oj. om.

So fat he tornede to cristine-dom : al fat folk fare-a-boute ;

And siweden him al-so in-to al fat loud : of heom wel grete route. 20

So fat heo comen in one stude : a-furst heo weren wel sore ;

heo nusten 3ware to drinke come : it greuede heom ful sore r1 *£jf

heo criden alle on seint Iulian : fat he sum drinke heom founde.
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J)is holie man nam op is staf : sniot douu in-to fe grounde [M. Hfl 24

And pijte June poynt a luyte in fe eorfe. : faro cam walle out a-non

J)et beste water fat mijto beo : a-mong heom cuerech-on,

And fond heom alio drinke i-nouj : fare neuer or welle nas,

Jjoruj vertue of fis holie man— : fair miracle fare was 1 28

So mani fair Miracle ore louerd dude : for loue of seint Iulian,

Jjat muche del of fat folk : heolden liim a god a[nd] no man.

In godes seruise ate laste : his lijf he broujte to cnde

And a luyte bi-fore candel-niasse : to heouene he gan i-wende, 32

In fe latere ende of Ieneuer : fis confessour so hende.

Kou god for is swete loue : us fudere alio sende.—

An ofur seint Iulian fare is : fat men biddeth wel faste

After guod .In. in onecouth etude : jwane heo booth sore a-gaste. 3G

Vita tancli Iuliani boni hospitis.

SEint Iulian fe guode herebeger : of noble kuynde com ;

stalewarde and strong man he was : and louede wel cristin-

dom;

he louede al-so game i-nouj : of hauekes and of lioundes—

A noblere bodi fane he was : noujwere nas non i-founde. 4

Ase he bountede In a dai : In Iolifte j-nouj,

A swyfo fair heort he i-saij : and fare-after faste be drouj.

he strencfede him to nime fat best : and siwcde after faste.

J)o fis heort badde longe I-orne : he bi-turnde him ato laste, 8

And spak with him, ase god it wolde : " Iulian, Iulian," he sede,

"Jwi siweste me so faste 1" he seide : "fou 6chalt don anofur

dede:

bofe fi fader and fi moder : fou schalt jeot a-quelle.

Ake ne beo fou no-fe wrofure with me : fei ich it fe telle." 12

Jjo fis guode man fis i-heorde : him bi-gan wondri, and drede,

For fat wilde best bo spack : and for wordes fat he sede ;

him wondrede, ase him mijte wel : for it spak a-jein kuynde,

he was a-fcrd for fat1 he him bi-het : and ofte it hadde in muyndc,

Jjat he scholde fader and moder sle. : And to fleo fat dede, ' rapancriud.

he wende out of contreie stilledliche : ase god him wolde lede. 18

Into feorrene contreie he wende. : so fat he cam bi cas
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to a grot prince of a lond : and in seruice wiz him was. 20

So wel he paide is louerd in Arnies : and in alio ofur dedes,

)3at he made him maistor of is ferd : al for-to gwie and lede ;

And sethfe he made him we'di wijf : richo and noble al-so,

A lauedi of a gret contreie1 : and of grete morujiue al-so.s JJtJjSJ"***

bi-twene him and is guode lauedie : louo faro was i-novj;

For to alio guodness hi hcore mijto : eyfur to ojiur drouj. 26

Ake is guode fader and is Modor : fat he hi-lofte him atom bi-hindo,

Swyfo sorie weren for heoro sone : fat heo ne mijten him noujwcr

finde. 28

heo wenden forth in atyme bofe : and soujten him wel wide,

Fram o contreie to ofur faste : a-boute in echo side.

So fat heo i-heorden of him tellen : ]>ei it were longue.

to is castel huy drowen heom a-non : and faire weren onder-fonguo :

1heo ne founden noujt him-seo[l]f athom : ake is wijf, heo was

fere, P w. n« b.]

Fair semblaunt heo made heom : fo heo wuste jwat heo were 1 34

heo honourede heom fe more : for hire louerd ne was noujt fare,

And leide heom in heore owene bed : and hiro-seolf lay cllos-j ware.

A-morewe, are hit were dai : heo a-ros op wel softe

And to churche jcode wel stillelicbe : aso heo was i-woned ofte. 38

J)o cam hire louerd horn : In fe moreweningue sone,

And drouj him to chaumbre toward is bed : ase he was i-woned to

done. 40

)}o i-heordo he wel softe slepe : and sweijen far-inne twoie,

Ase Men and wommen node moten : fat beoth werie of weie.

he jeode ner and i-saij fare ligge : Man and womman al-so.

"Jo," fou3te he, "fis is mi wijf : and sum gering is i-comen hire

to; 44

I seo wel noufe fat fe bore : is i-wonet here-to.

huy ne schullon neuereft ete mete : ne more schame me do."

he slouj is fader and is moder : mid is swerdo fere

And wende bi heom fat is wijf : and hire hording it were. 48

Wel softe he jeode out ajein : fo fis dede was i-do,

And jeode him toward churche : And tuynde fe dore to.

Ase he toward churche was : his wijf hamward he motto.

LEGENDS OP SAINTS. 8
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" Louerd, merci," he foujte, " hou is fis] " : with gret wonder he iregrette ;

" Dame," he seide, " liou goth fis 1 : 3 wat dost fou noufe here 1

ho liggez in ore bedde athom : Man and womman i-fere 1 "

" A, sire," quath fis guode leuedi : " wel glad mijt fou beo,

I-hered beo ore loucrdes grace : fat fov most fis day i-seo : 66

jji fader and fi moder it is : pat wide fe habbez i-soujt,

I-hered beo ore loucrdes sonde : fat hidero heom hath i-brou$t I

Leoue sire, hijo fe liom : fou schol' heom faire a-fonge

And make with heom Ioie i-110113 : me finchcz er wel longe." 60

" 2sai, certes," quath J?is Iulian f0 : " jif fat it is so,

Al mi blisse of fusse Hue : and mi Ioye is al i-do.

Alas fat ich babbe fus longe i-leoued : fat i-ne hadde er i-beo ded I

babbe ich a-slawe fader an Moder 1 : louerd, jwat mai beo mi-red 1 64

Al-to soth me seide fat wilde best : alas fulke stounde; ioM-iiow.

J)ei ich babbe i-folewed1 his bi-heste : fe sofe ich habbe i-founde.

baue noufe, dame, wel guod day : for i-nelle habbe no reste

Er ich babbe mine penaunce ido— : god hue rre don mi beste." 68

" A, sire, merci," seide is wijf : " jware-fore seistfou'so 1 ,

Sikerliche fou scha't athom bi-leue : and fine penaunce do."

" beo stille, dame," Iulian seide : " fou spext al embe uoujt,

certes, I-nelle neuere a-stunte : are ich me habbe of londe i-brou3t. 72

Ake baue guod dai, mi treowe spouse : and god fe leue wel do ;

led clene lijf ; and bide for me : for I-ne wene neuere come fo to."

" Alas," seide fis guode wijf : " sire, jwi seistfou so I

Jif god wole, fe jwyle we a-liue beoth : ne schulle we departi atwo ;

bote fou woljo bi-fenche fe bet : And at horn bi-leue here, 77

Certes, jwodere fou euere i-wenst : i-chulle beo fi fere [w. 117]

And parti with fe of fi wo : ase icb dude er of fi blis—

For ho so deth fat on, he schal fat ofur : fou wost wel fat ri)t it is."

lVLs guode Man and is trewe wijf : wel stille forth heo i-wende

•* And leten lond and leode : and al fat god heom sende.

So fat heo wenden feor and longue : fat atfe laste heo come

to a deop watur and perilous : fare Men a-dreinten i-lomo. 84

t>i» guode Men [•-•tynte1] fer : and leten heom sone a-rere ' JJJjSjft™

A laytel hous—bote hit was guod i-nou)— : bi-side fe uS^tSJ!

watere fere.
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Alle Men pat pare-forth comen : And with-oute he[r]borewe were,

he fond heom hereborewe, guod i-nouj : pat with-oute none nere, 88

bed and elopes guode i-nowe : and wel aysiliche heom dijte ;

hcore fet he wuchs and bapede heom : and duden1 al pat heo mijte—

For is fader soulo and for is moder : he dude al pis dede; >o/.dud«

he bad alle pat to him come : pat for heore soulene huy bede. 92

he porueide him of a schip : and ouer pe watere ladde

euor[e]ch tyme, daij and nyjt : alle pat to him gradde—

Jjare-with he swonk sore i-nouj : of noman ne tok he noujt.

3 wane he hadde ani miseise man : ouer pe watere i-broujt, 96

he ne let him noujt frara him gon : are huy1 a-mendede were : ' r-1*

he ladde heom in-to is house a-non : and aisede heom swipe wel pen?.

Al heo duden1 for-to bete pe sunne : of pat cas pat him bi-tidde,

For is fader soule and is Moder : and bad Men for heom bidde.—

J)are-fore Men jeot to pis day : pat ouer lond doth i-wende, > r.iwdod*

heo biddeth to seint Iulian faste : pat he guod .In. heom sende ;

And seint Iulianes pater-noster : ofte I130 seggcz al-so

For is fader soule and is Moder : pat he bringue heom par-to.— 104

jjo pis holie Man seint Iulian : In pis trauail hadde l i-beo longe

And mani Miseise Man in is hous : wel loueliche vnder-fonge,

A day, aso he hadde i-beo : in trauaile strong i-nouj, ' us. luddm

Ase ladde pis men ouer : and into is Inne heom drouj, 108

And a-jein middel nyjt to is bed : jeode atpen ende,

For-to habbe sum reste pere : jif ore louerd it wolde him sende :

Atpe mid-nyjt, ase he bi-gan : sum-del reste a-fongue, 111

A jeond half pe watere pare cam on : in grete forste and strongue :

" A-ris, Iulian, a-non," he gradde : " hider-ward pou most go

And bringue me ouer pis watero sone : opur ich deije for wo."

Jaia guode man heorde sone pis : and pei ho weri were,

he wende to pis seli man : and ladde him ouer pere. 116

him pou^te pat he was onnepe a-liue : for he was al ouer-come,

Mid chele and mid opur wo : is limes him weren bi-nome ;

A lodlich musel he poujte al-so : and pe fouleste pat mijte beo—

A Miseisiore man pane he poujte : no man ne mijte iseo. 1 20

Seint Iuliane ladde pis seli man : In-to is house bi nijte

And fondede to maken him an-Ayse : bi al is trewe mijte :

8 9
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*gret fuyr he dude him maiden and guod : fat he were of chele i-broujt,

And leide [him] )>are-bi wel softe— : ake al it was for nou3t. [> roLinb.]

Ake fo he ne mi^te with fuyro him hete : ne with none ofur ginne,

his owene bed he let fairo spreden : and broi^to him fare-Inne ;

clones i-nowe opon him he spradde : and helede1 him wel faste.

Jeot he poujte ful sore of calo : for al fat he on him caste. 128

Swyfe sori was ])is guode man : and sore him a-gosto, ' ms. hoiea«(corr.?)

Jjo he him dude al fat he mijte : and fe chele so longe i-laste.

he stod and bi-heold fis selie man : a Musel ase he wende :

Sone so ore louerd it wolde : is hevj bi-gan a-mcnde, 132

Atfe laste he werth so fair a man : ase euere any mijte beo,

And so cler lie bi-cam sone : fat vnnefes men mi3t.cn him seo.

'• lulian," he seide, " god it fe jeldo : fat fou mo hast i-do 1

In ore louerdes erinde of heuene : i-come ich am fe to : 136

Ore louerd fe sente word bi me : fat fou art clanliche i-schriue

And fiDe penaunce hast wel i-do : and fine sunnes booth for-jiuo ;

Swyfe wel fou him hast i-paid : fou and fi wijf al-so,

And bofe jc schullen with alle Ioyo : newene come him to." 140

Jjo he hudde fis word i-seid : he nuste 3 ware he bi-cam.

jt>is guode man seint lulian : to godes seruise him nam

And to his bi-hoffe him makcde al-jare : he and is wijf al-so.

Sone after-ward in his seruise : heo deiden bofe-to 144

And wenden to fe blisse of heuene : fare heo schullen euere beo.

guod it is to hcreburowi Miseise men : bi heom fat men mowon i-seo,

For fare-with fis holie man : his sunnes bette inouj,

And a gret haluwe in heouone he is : fei he fader and moder a-slouj.

bidde we 3cornc soin lulian : fat he ore erinde beode 149

Jjat ore louerd us 31110 milco and ore : and alle fat habbez neode,

Jjat 3wanno we ofur any crtstine man : ouer lond schullen wende,

For is fader soule and is moder : fat he guod hereborewe us sonde,

And atfo laste foni3 godes wille : fat we moten too

Into fe blisse of heuene : and fare with-outen ende beo. 154

s

39 Vita, sancte Marie Egiptiace.

Einte Marie egyptiane : In egypte was i-bore ;

Al hire jounge lijf heo liuede : in sunne and in horo.



BT. MART OP EOTPT FORSAKES HER SINFUL LIFE, REPENTS, 263

CROSSES THE JORDAN, AND DWELLS IN THE DESERT.

J)oru3 grace of hire and of fe : fe betere womman i schal boo.

here ich for-sake mi sunful lijf : and alio mine Infers dede, 71

In clenesse1 and in penaunoe i-chulle : mi lijf here-aflurward lede."

)w heo hadde to )>ulke ymage : longue i-crid and i-bede, > octf. «—■

Mildeliche, with careful heorte : heo eode fram fulke stude

And eode hire to fe templedore : ac juyt heo was sore of-drad.

With-oute lettingue In heo jeodc— : welle, fat heo was fo blife and

glad! 76

heo jeode In bi-foro fe rode : and fo heo hire mijte i-seo,

Sore wepinde heo crido on hire : and feol a-doun a-kneo,

And bad for-jyuenesse of hire sunnes : fo rode, J>at was so swete ;

J)e worldes blisse fare heo for-sok : hire sunnes for-to bete ; 80

Ofte heo custo fe pauement : fare ]>e rode hadde on i-stonde.

to ore lauedie yinage heo wende ajen : weopinde and wrong hire

honde.

pare mijte ech man deol i-sco : ho-so of pite coufe,

Of deol and soruwc fat heo made : with heorte and with moufe. 84

heo bad ore leuedi fat heo hire teijte : jif it were hire wille,

J ware heo mi3te hire sunnes bete : priueliche and stille.

heo ne saij no man, ake a uoiz heo heorde : fat f is word to hire sede :

" ))e flum Iordan fou schalt passi : and in pays fi lijf lede." 88

heo foujte fe wordes weren to hire iseid : al for hire guode ;

heo a-ros and fonkede ore leuedi jeorne : and fe swete holie rode.

bi-for fe none heo wende : toward fe flum Iordan,

biddinde hire beden. fo gan heo i-mete : In fe wey a man, 92

pat jaf hire freo rounde panes : and heo nuste 3ware he bi-cam.

pare-with heo boujte hire freo loues : and forth with hire heom nam.

f Heo cam to fe watere : a luytel are hit were eue.

In seiut Iohanes chapele fe baptist : al fe nijt heo gan bi-leue. 06

heo let hire schriue and hoseli also : swyfe wel foru godes grace,

And with fe watur of fe flum Iordan : heo wusch hire in fat place.

A-morewe heo carf ane lof atwo : and et fat haluen-del,

Of fe flum heo dronk fer-to : and made hire a murio meL 100

Heo wende into wildernesse : ouer fe flum Iordan :

)3are heo liuede mani a jer : fat heo ne saij best ne man.

fin tweie loues and fe halue lof : fat heo with hire nam,



264 BT. HART OP EGYPT: HER LIPE OP PENANCE IN THE DESERT.

AFTER 37 TEARS A MONK, ZOSIUCS, GOES INTO THIS DESERT.

bi-como so hardo so ani ston : )io heo ouer fo watere cam : [faLiiq 104

Jj.ire-bi lie liucde in wildornesso : joros seuentene.

hire clofcs rotcden and feollen hire fram : clout mele in fe grone.

Jcot lieo leouede twenti jcr : aftnr fe seuentene bi-fore

Jjat heo ne et no mannische mete : bote weodes and wilde more. 108

j3o jwylo hire loues i-lasten : heo was ofte and sore

I-fondct of hire hote flcscli : foruj )>e feondea lore :

hire longcde after mete and drinke : and aftur ofur wede,

And on lecherio heo foujte muche : ase heo hire-sulf sede ; 112

Ake J>o heo ne et noujt bote weodes and mores : of alle fe twenti jer,

Encs heo nas of hire flesch : i-fondet ase heo was er,

Of mete ne of drinke ne of folie : of hete ne of colde ;

heo ne foujte on no-ping bote on god : ase hire-sulfue tolde. 116

Of alle )>o seuene-and-fritti jcr : )>at heo leouede fere • r.pd«iint»

heo ne saij nojmr best no man. : bote in fe sixe-and-frittife jere

A Monuk cam to hire, are heo deide : as fe bok us doth lere—

For ore louerd wolde fat hire lijf : a-mong Men i-kud were.— • Ms. sx

AN J Abbcye fare was in paleis* : of ordre swife strongue ;

heore jat was swifo faste i-mad : foruj al fe jore longue, 1 22

For no Monuk ne scholde gon out )>ar-of : fo worldes weole to seo :

Jjene furste sonenday of leinte : fat j.it scholde i-opened beo, 124

For ech Monek scholde J>at ilke day : beon i-hoseled and i-schriue,

cch Monek scholde oferes blessingue afongue : and euereoh to ofur

it jillfl, 1 at. om.

And wenden al one in-to wi[l]dernesse : and1 euer-ech in is ende,

to bieten heore sunnes ; ake huy echolden : alle at ester hom wende.

On holi man was fare-inne : is name was frere Zosime,

J3.1t wel and treowoliche is ordre heold : ase bi-feol to euerech time.

Sono so fat jat was vndo : and fat fe leinte com,

he wento forth fone wei : toward fe flam Ionian. 132

j3o he fat watur i-passed hadde : feor he wende and longue, \

J3at he ne sai) nofer best ne man : confort of to fongue ;

Twenti daijes far-inne he jeodo : ake euere hope he hadde |

J3at ore louerd wolde him some Miracle schewen : and no dzede he

naddo. 136

Jscne twentife dai a-boute noon : a-kneo ho sat a-doun,



ST. MART OF EGYPT IS FOUND IN THE DESERT BT ZOSIMUS. BEING 265

NAKED, SHE FLEES BEFORE HIM, TILL HE HAS THROWN HER A GARMENT.

lie tornede him estward ase he was i-woned : and seide is oresoun :

On is rijt side him Jou^te ho saij : in a wonder1 stude and dome

Ase fei it a mannes schadewe were : ligge al plat in one huyrne. 140

he wende it were sum foul wi3t : and blessedo him a-non. • «*• ">v»

J)n bi-cam he hardioro in godes name : and faro-ner he gan gon.

hitn foujto fat hit a womman was : naked, and swife broun,

Ase heo was with j>o sonne i-brent : al plat heo lai a-doun ; 144

hire her was hor and swij>e jwijjt : as fei it were wolle,

J)unno and schort, )>at it niijto : onnefe helie hire scholle.

)3o was fis Monek swifo glad— : for ho nadde nanne Man

I-soijen, sethfe he i-passed hadde : Jiat watur of flvim Iordan. 1-18

toward Jiis womman he jeode : and Jus womman up a-ros, [M. u»bO

cstward heo gan eorno bliue— : J)e Monek ful sore a-gros.

2fafelos he orn euere aftur hire : ake fis womman was euere bi-fore ;

Jjc Monek so weri nas of one : neuero sethfe he was i-borc. 152

" Abijd," he seide, " 3wi fleujstfou me : fat am with-oute 11113 to,

Old and feble 1 no dred )>e nou3t : fat ich with )>c wullo fljto I "

Jcot nolde fis womman with him spoke : Ake gan x to weope sore.1

" haue reufo of me and spek sum^wat : with mo of godos lore, 156

Jif fou art a-godes half : womman of flesch and folle; J J7;f^oKJhli

Ich coiuri fe fat fov a-bide : and of fi stat mo telle."

f bis womman bi-gan f0 for-to speke : " Frore Zosime, fin ore,"

he sede,

" Ne wilne fou nou3t fat ich f0 a-bide : for ich am with-oute wede ;

Ne wilne fou noi^t fat ich schewie f0 : ofur wummen forto schende,

Mi licame, for ich naked am : ake lat mo a-wei fram fe wende."

bis Monek weop and cride 3eorne : nolde he stunte noujt ;

Fur heo is name nemde so : he was a-ferd in is fou3t. 164

bis womman seide, " ^if fou wolt : i-wite jwat ich boo, ' JJtSjJj1

Cast me sum fing to helie1 me with : and on oresun bide for me 1 "

With guode heorte fis Monuk hire caste : A luytcl wede f0,

Jware-with to helie hire derne limes. : and to him heo gan go, 168

And seide, Trero Zosime, 3wi wilnestfou : a sunfol wrechche to

seol

graunte me fat ich mote : in fine beden beo."

Jsis Monek ful a-doun a-kno : and hoo a>3oin him al-so,



266 ST. MART OF EGTPT TALKS WITH Z08IMU8. SHE PRATS, AND IS

LIFTED UP FROM THE EARTH DURING HER PRATER.

And eyper bad opures blessingue : and nofmr nolde it do. 172

Ase heo leien longue to-gadero : bi-twone heom ojmr word huy ne sede

bote " blesse pu me," " ake blesse pou me "— : ))e Monek swatte for

drede.

J)o seide pis wornman, " i-blessed be god : J>at bringueth pe soule

bote." 175

" }e," seide pe Monek, " god us graunti : fat we parof parti mote."

bis womman, Jo heo weren a-rise : to pe Moneke sone heo sedo :

" Frere Zosyme, ho gan pe hidere : to a swuch wrechche lede 1

boa is pe Btat of holi churche : i-loked, and cristine-dom, 179

And hou is it of J>e hepene prince : )>at heore rijtes heom bi-nam 1 "

" T Eoue Moder," pis Monek sede : " pe betere is in eche etude

JLi holi churche and cristine-dom : i-loked for pine bede.

bide for me for godes loue : nou Jjo ich bi-soche pe I " 1 83

Jt>is womman seide, " for pou art preost : pou schalt bidde for me.

Ake pat ich onboujsum ne beo i-seie : pei ich sunful beo,

I-chulle bidde for pe, mi leoue fader : pat pou schalt i-seo."

bis womman tornede hire estward : and a-knes heo sat a-doun,

hire eijene and hire hondene opward heo heold : and seide hjire

oresoun. 1)88

A-non so heo bi-gan hire oresun : wonder men mijten i-seo :

Fram pe eorpe heo was op i-houe : pe heijpe of fet preo ;

bare heo houedo stilleliche : as pei heo were with-oute brepe, (

beo ne wawede leome non : bote hire lippene vnnepe 1.92

Jware-with heo seide liire oresun— : and no-ping hire op ne bar

bote ore swete loucrdcs grace— : fair Miracle was par ! [w. *i*>]

bis Monek stod and bi-poujte him : grot wonder he hadde and fen; :

he ne heold hire no womman : ake treouwede pat hit sum gost wo- ■■,

For heo bouede so a-boue. : ake after hire oresun ) [97

bis holi ping wel stilleliche : to pe eorpe alijte a-doun ; ' j

" Leoue fader," heo seide, " jwat is pe 1 : 3 wy chaungest pou pi poc jt 1

Ich am a womman of sunful flescb : a gost nam ich noujL" J 00

"Moder, pin ore 1" pe Monek seide : and feol a-doun a-kne,

" to schewi ore swete louerdes mijte : pi lijf tel pou me I "

bis guode womman nam him up : " leoue fader," heo sede,1 ' m. • m>

" Schame it is to heoro telle : of mino sunful dede. 2 Ot

, 1.



il. MART 07 EOTPT, AFTER TELLIXO ZOSIMU3 HER BTORT, CHARGES 267

MM TO RETURN NEXT TEAR ON HOLT-THUR8DAT WITH THE HOLT RREAD.

\k.i for fou me i-seije naked er : and fat mi bodi was al bar,

: it was for schendnesse of mine foule dedes : of sunne beo euere

i-war.

jo foule both mine sunfole dedes : J>;it, bote god fc jiue is grace,

wine fou i-heorst me hem telle : fleo J>ou wolt out of fis place. 208

t'.nj-eles, leoue fader, bide for me : fat god heom me for-jiue ;

ch hopie, it is godes wille : fat ich beo of J>e i-schriue."

Heo bi-gan fo telle alio hire dedes : to fe Monek Zosime,

Jjat heo dude sethfe heo was i-bore : forto fat ilke tim[e].

Leoue fader," he seide, " for godes loue : ich bi-seche fe

lat fou here-of ne schewe noman : are fat ich ded beo. 214

o noufe horn, and led clene lijf : as fou hast er ido :

Vnd eft in f is tyme a twelf-monfe : hidere cum to me. 216

'or fat ower ordre is s wuch : fat cch Monek schal oute be

;<• furate sonendai of leinte : iko fou ne schalt noujt so :

)ei fou habbe wille out forto go : 3 wile ne tit fe non :

Iko a-schere[fore]s1-day at eue : hidere fou schalt gon ; 220

)re louerdes flcsch and is blod : hidere bring with fe, > us. Kb***

)at ich enes, are ich deije : mouwe i-hoseled beo,

),it time fat ore swete louerd : a- schere-fores-day at eue

V-mong his desciples made is cene— : fat fou it noujt bi-leue I 224

For i nas neuereft I-hoseled : sethfe ich passede fe fium Iordan,

lit is noufe seucne-and-fritti jer : fat I-ne say; neuereft man.

lo fat ich fe habbe i-bede : mi leouo fader Zosime,

Vri'l blesso me, for ich mot heonne wende : for it is noufe al time."

r J30 fe Monek hire i-blcsset badde : Astward heo gan gon. 229

Oe Monek custe fe wey fare heo eode : f0 he nuste non ofur won ;

teome he bi-heold after-ward : fe jwile he ire mijtc i-seo,

'v. 1 fo he ne saij hue nonmore : weopinde he gan horn teo ; 232

9o he cam horn, in penaunce : clene lijf he gan lede ;

•I al fat he hadde1 oute i-founde : no-fing he ne sede. > orig. h*ih

Aka fe $er, are he were ido : him foujte swife longue,

)>at he mijte of fat holi womman : sum confort eft afongue. 236

)x> leinte cam, and euerech Monek : wende out in is side,

A strong feuere nam frcre Zosime : fat he moste athom a-bide.

>• fonjto he on fat word : fat Marie to him seide er : fM »» M



268 ST. MART OF EOTPT. ZOSIMUS, MIRACULOU8LY CURED, GOES J3*12*

TO THE DESERT. ST. HART WALKS TO HIH OVER THE JORDA."

J)at, fei he wolde out i-wendo : he scholde habbe no power. I 240

pe feuere him heold, ase heo seide : a-non to Je scherefores-tu ftt

eue.

A-non so he was hoi, he wende forth : no lengore he nolde bi-lile >

he nam godes flesch and is blod : and to f>e flum is wei he nam.

)Jat scherefores-dai ajen1 oue : to fe watere he cam. >orig.ii 244

Ake he ne mijte finde no schip : him ouer for-to lede. j-

he sat and weop and bi-heold ouer-ward : and bad ore louerd mm

rede.

" Alas," he seide, " fe defaute of schip I : hou schulle we to-g"^ere

wende 1 "

Euere he waytede, jif ore louerd : ani grace him wolde sonde. 248

po saij he Marie : bi-jeondo fo watere stonde.

he heold op is hondene and sat on is knes : and fonkede godes s'n"e-

po Marie hadde i-blessed : Jiat watur with hire honde, j

TVith-oute wetingue fare-ouer he0 jeode : ase it were on d.uv'e

londe; 252

heo orn and ne watte neuere a to. : wel brijte fo Mone schon. >

Jjis Monek wolde kneuli a-jeinest hire : fo heo toward him cam "orim

" Stond op," heo seide, " fou art a preost : kneuli ne schalt '))0UJ

nonjt,

for reuerence of fat holi Jiing : fat J>ou hast with Jie i-broujt 2oo

Ake, leoue fader, blesse fou me : for i-ne may a-bide noujt longi,e >

bide for me fat ich beo wnyrfe : fat holi J>in[g] a-fongue 1 "

pis womraan sat a-doun a-kne : to ore louerd heo gan crie, , 259

heo seide hire crede and hire pater-noster : and1 fo holie aue Ma')ne'

heo custe Jie Monekes hond in-stude of pays : and seide hire orernn>

And nam godes flesch and is blod : with gret deuociun. io^rllM<1-

" louerd," heo seide ]>o heo hadde i-do : " jif it is fi wille,

J)at fou bi-leue fine schulchene : in pays swyfe stille, /«

for mine eyjenc habbcth noufe i-seije : fine swete mijte

And ore hcle fat fou i-jarket hast : al mankun for-to li)te.

" fader Zosime, god it fe jelde : fat fou hidere woldest gon t ',

bide for me and for mine foule sunnes : and go fou horn a-non.

An-ofer jor in fis time : loke fat fou hidere to me wende,

And ore louerd fe wole bi fulke tyme : of me ofur tyfingues senu

264

268

tic.

I



TUB SECOND YEAR Z08IMU3 FINDS ST. MART OP EGYPT DEAD, 269

AND A WRITTEN NOTE BT HER, BIDDING HIM BURT HER.

haue noufe guod day, mi leoue fader : ajen ich mot a-non."

" Ore louerd it wolde," Jiis monek scide : " fat ich mijte with fe gon I

bide for me, jif it is fi wille : and al-so for holi churche,

And for alle cristine men : fat heo moten cristcs wille wurche."

Mario blessede eft Jiat watur : al draye heo wende a-boue—

Mani fair Miracle ore louerd schewez : for cmtine mannes loue I 276 .

Jjane nynfe day of Aucril : fis Miracle was i-do,

j3.it Marie and frere Zosime : with wop departeden a-to.

bis Monck bi-heold after hire : and j>o he ne sn.13 hire nonmore,

A-3cin ho wcnte to is Abboie : wepinde swife sore. 280

Sorest him rev fat he nuste : jwat hire name was,

And fat he nadde i-axed hire— : ofte he seide alas.

*,', Longne him foujte are fulke ;er : were icome to ende.

Anon so leinto was icome : a-^ein he gan i-wende. [w. itij 284

bat watur he passede of flum Iordan : into wildernesse wel wide

he 3eode, fat he ful weri was : for he nadde jwaron to ride.

Ne mijto he noujwere fis womman i-seo : a-watcre ne a-londe ;

he nolde stunte are fat he cam : fare ase he furst hire founde. 288

Ake fo fat he ne fond hire noujt fare : he gan to weopen sore,

For he nuste 3woderward gon : hire for-to sechen more.

Aso he lokede est-ward : him foujte fat he i-seij 291

Ase foi it a brijt sonne were 2 : In fe heir houi an heij. • ms. it «*»

j)uder-ward he jcode in grete Ioye : for him foujte far-of wonder.

J)o fond he fis womman liggo ded : In one diche farc-onder,

hire heued i-torned est ward. : fe Monek bi-gan to weope sore,

At hire fet he feol a-doun : for he ne mijte stonde more. 296

SO sore he weop fat he wusch hire fet : with teres of is eie.

And euere houede fis clere lijjt : ouer hire faire and heije.

bis Monek nuste jwat he mi^te do : with fat holi bodi fere,

And mest him for-foujte fat he nusta : 3 wat hire name were. 300

Li-side hire he sai3 ligge a writ : and he it nam up on is hond.

beos wordes, fat ich ou wolle noufe telle : faron i-write he fond :

" Frere Zosime, bure fat bodi : of fis wrechche wommane Marie,

And prey to god fat he hire for-jiuo : hire sunnes and hire folie, 304

bat deide anon-rijt after hire hosel : fe nynfe dai after Aueril ;

And jeld to eorfe fat to hire bi-falle : and fanne heo hath hire wiL"



270 A LION HELPS ZOSIMUS TO DIG THE ORATE OF ST. HART OV

EGYPT, AND THEN TO BURT HER IN*IT.

glad was pe Monek, pat he wuste : jwat he scholde do

irith pat bodi pat pare lay : and jwat heo het, al-so ; 308

Ant gret Ioie he hadde of pe faire Miracle : po he pat writ dudo rede,

And of pe womman pat twelf Monpe hadde i-leie : ded, aae it sede,

And pat heo, a-non so heo i-hoseled was : bi-jeonde pe flum Iordan,

Deide pare in wildernesse : pat so feor was pare-fram, 312

And pat heo eode bi-fore hire depe : In a stounde of pe day1 > M8.a»y.

Twenti dawene Iorneies : pare ase heo ded1 lay. ' orig. in

Ake hou hire put mijte beon i-maket : gret care par-of he hadde :

for pe eorpe was hard, and he was old : and none spade he nadde.

Ake napeles he fond ane staf : pat was scharp atpe ende : 317

J3are-with he dalf. ake luyte he mijte : pare-with pe eorpe wende,

for he was feble for fastinguo : and for gret trauail al-so.

po he i-saij ane leon licke pat bodi : and paro-a-bouto go. 320

Sore was pe Monek a-drad : po he eaij pat best so gon,

And for Marie him hadde bi-fore i-seid : pat heo neuere ne i-saij pare

non, >oric.p«4

And for it was a stnyrne best— : he hadde par-of gret1 doute.

Jjis leon bope with heued and bodi : to him he gan a-loute. 324

Jjo was pis Monek hardi a-non : and to pe leon he sede :

" For pou art poruj god hidere i-sent : cum help me to pis dede,

J)at pis put were wel i-maket I " : and po pe leon i-heorde pis,

Mildeliche pane put he schrapede : wel euene and noujt a-mis— 328

for it was a-cordinde to pe bodi : in lengpe and in brede ; [w. in b.j

he fourmede euene pane put : with-outo ani mis-dede.

Jx> pe put was imaket : pis Monek and pe leon

Mildeliche nomen pis holi bodi : and leiden it pare-inne a-doun. 332

huy nadden noujt j[w]are-inne hire winde— : bote a pece pare was

i-leued

of pnlke wede jware-with heo hadde : hire derne limes bi-weued :

Jjare-with huy heoleden pat huy mijten : and casten eorpe hire a-boue,

bis holie man and pat best : and bureden hire with grete loue. 336

po pis bodi was i-bured : pe leon jeode is wei,

And pe Monek wel mildeliche in penaunce : ajon to his AbbeL

Al clanliche he tolde is hrepron fore : al pat he fond oute,

And liet write pis holie wommanes lif : end despeopli hit al-a-boute.



ST. MART Or IOTFT BECOMES A PUBLIC PROSTITUTE AT 2G1

ALEXANDRIA. SHE JOINS SOME FOLK GOING TO JERUSALEM.

Vnnefe heo was tweolf jer old : arc hco dude folio :

hire bodi and al hire wille heo dude : to sunno of lecherie. 4.

)»ron heo hadde so grot delijt : fat in hiro owene londe

heo ne mijto fulfulle hire owene wille1 : J>o bi-gan heo hire vnJer-

stonde, ««t»iwi»

heo wonde into Alisanndrie : and fare heo wonede longue.

Alle fat bi hire ligge woldon : gladliche he dude a-fongue ; 8

heo ne sparede leinte ne ofur tymo : preost ne ofur non,

riche ne pouere, ne ofur1 woddede men : fat heo ne let to hire gon.

Men fat ne hadden none wille : swuch sunne forto do, > •*- <*»■

with faire wordes and fol semblaunt : hco broujte lieom ofte1 fer-to;

pare nas man in no mester : so glcu ne so quoynto P w. us]

1 Jjat heo nas to bringue men to sunne : wel prestore in echo poynte.

For fulke dede heo no tok : of no man mede no wunno—

for non ne scholde for defuute : bi-leue fe foule sunne; 16

Ofur any1 mode bote hire foulo wille : hco kopte of no man ; > a «n.

with spinningue and with seuwingue : hire liflode heo wan.

hit is sun'e and schame to ani man : to fenche ofur to wite

Jjo fuylfo of fe wrechche sunnes : fat we findeth of hire i-write. 20

For to hire-suluo one heo scido : fat schame it was to huyre,

J wafur ani womman euere on eorfe were : so sunful a creature ;

hit was wonder fat fe eorfe i-opened nadde : ase heo hire-sulf gan

telle,

And i-swoluwe hire ase heo far-on jeode : into fe putte of belle.—

In Alisaundrio heo liuede fis foule lijf : jcrcs scucntene, 25

))at so muche vildede of womman : nas nouere i-seije, ich wene.

On a day in heruest : as fis womman bi-heold a-bouto,

bi fe weije heo saij muche folk : and manie grete route. 28

heo foujte, for heo was so i-knowo : in Alisanndrie in euer-echo

ende,

Jso lasso sockne heo hadde of hire folio : fannes heo wolde i-wende ;

heo foujte, " a-mong f is straungo men : so fale ase ich i-seo, 31

Mi wille ich mijte muche of heom habbe : with hcom i-chulle bco."

A-mong heom heo cam and axede heom : jwodere huy alle foujte.

heo soiden, heo wolden to Ierusalem : for fe swete rode heo soujten

))at scholde op-on fe holie rode-day : eche manne i-schowed beo,



262 BT. MARY OP EOTPT, WHEN SHE GETS TO JERUSALEM, IS WITH

HELD BT A SECRET FORCE FROM ENTERING THE TEMPLE.

And pat euer-ech guod man pudere wolde : for-to honouri pat swete

troo. 36

" Mot ich," seide pis womman : " with eov pudere wendol

And of pat craft pat ich i-leorned hahbe : to eov ichulle beon prest

and hende."

■ Jo," seide on of heom, " hastpou jwarof : to a-quiti pi schip-huyre,

A-mendet worth muche ore compaygnie : for swuch a creature." 40

" Xon opur Moneye," heo seide, " ich ne habbe : bote mi-self her :

Ichulle beo corteis of pat ich habbe : njein pe mariner ;

to him, and to eov al-so : so prest i-chulle beon and hende,

)3at hit ne schal for-punche ov noujt : pei ich with eov wende." 44

Jjis womman wende forth with pis men : In muche sunne, alas I

to alle pat with hire sunegy wolde : euere redi heo was.

po heo cam to pe se : atpe furste pingue

lico j.-if pe Marinere hire bodi : ouer pe se forto bringue ; 48

to pe Mariner, and to alle his : pat in pe schipo were,

I-redi heo was forto sunegun with : alas, heo naddo none fere.

Iesu, muche is pi merci : and mu he pou poledest pere,

J)at water opur schip wolde heom bere : pat heo a-dreinte nere !— 52

In-fore pe holie rode-day : to Ierusalem heo cam.

Alle pat folie wolden do : gladliche to hure heo nam.

Jjo pe holie rode-day was i-come : pat men scheoweden pat swete treo,

Man! on to pe temple eoden : pe rode forto seo. 56

]jo Marie was with pe opere : to pe temple-dore i-come, [foL "» *i

Anne fot heo ne mijte pare-Inne go : hire mijto was hire al bi-nome ;

hire poujte, jwane heo wolde In go : pat sum man hire a-jen-drou).1

For heo fram alle opere stod with-oute : of-schamed heo was j-nouj.

Jeot heo wolde in-ward go : and hire poujte pat men a-jen hire pulte.

heo weop for scame, and hire bi-poujte : pat it was for grete gulte.

In-to one huyrno heo wendo al one : fram hire ferene alle.

heo i-saij pe fourme of ore leuedi : depeint pare on pe walle : 64

heo weop and ful a-doun a-kneo : and seide : " leuedi, pin ore I

Sunful womman ich habbe i-beo : so nelle ich neuere-eft more ;

)}e sunnes pat ich habbe i-do : heo me reweth sore :

Jif me grace heom for-to bete : poruj holie churche lore, 68

And jif me grace in to go : pe swete rode forto seo :



ST. CHRISTOPHER IS A GIGANTIC SARACEN. HE MEANS TO SERVE 271

ONLY THE HIGHEST MASTER: FIRST HE SERVES A KINO.

Jjus seinte Marie egyptiane : out of hire fole dede

Wende to heouene blisse : foruj ponaunce fat heo gan lede. 343

40 Vita Baneti Cristofori.

SEint Cristofre was a saracon : in fe londe of canaan.

In none studo bi is daie : nas so gret a man :

Foure-and-t wenti fet he was long : and pioke and brod i-nou$ :

A scwuch bote he were strong : me finchez it were wouj I 4

Al a contreie fare he were : for him wolde fleo.

Jj.ire-forc him foujte fat noman : ajen him scholde boo :

He seide, he nolde with no man bi-leue : bote with on pat were

hext louerd ouer alle men : and onder non ojmr nere. 8

Swuch a Man he wente to seche. : and so fat men him tolde

Of fe hexte manne fat on eorfe was : and of most power i-holde.

Seint Cristofre soujte feor : and atfe laste he cam him to.

Jje king axede him a-non jwat he were : and jwat he soujte also. 12

Cristofre him seide $wat he was : ard fat ho serui wolde

bene hexte Man fat oujwcre were : and fat non ofur abouwie ne

scholde,

Jif he mijte ani scwych1 finde. : fis king to him sede > «*. •«*«&

)5at he ne hoold of no man : ne a-bouwie he nolde ne drede. 16

Eifur was of ofur glad. : Cristofre him seruede longue.

}3e kyng louede niuche Melodie : of fiefle1 and of songue : « r.tH*

So fat is Iugelour a day : bi-fore him pleide faste,

And nemde in is ryme and in is song : fene deuel atfe laste. 20

Anon so fe kyng fat i-heorde : he blessede him a-non.

Seint Cristofre nam wel guode jeme : and nolde ane fot feor gon

Are he wuste jwi it were. : fe king was ful loth to telle.

Cristofre seide, " bote fou me seggo : no leng serui fe I-nelle." 24

bo fe kyng ne i-saij non ofur : " leoue Cristofre," he sede,

" Ich blessede me fo ich heorde him nemme : for ich habbe of him

grot drede." ■ us. frond ; <i«u»i on ib* mwiiB.

"banne he is," quath Cristofre : "herre Maister fane foul"

" bat ne may ich," quath fe kyng : " for-sofe for-sake nov." 28

" Haue guod day," quat Cristofre fo : " Inelle neueroft with fe beo.

Ichulle seche fane deuel1 and serui him : jif ich him owere iseo."



272 BT. CHRISTOPHER, FINDING THK DEVIL STRONGER THAN THE KINO,

SERVES HIM. BUT THE DEVIL IS AFRAID OF A CROSS.

j3o kyng was son, and alle his : fat Imy ne ruijton him make a-bide.

Forth he wende fene deuel to seclio : ake natheles noujt wel wide—*

For fe schrewe wole euere a-redi beo : to heom )>at beoth to him

i-nome. [> M. lit]

po Cristofrc cam with-oute toun : gret folk he saij come

wel on horse, with grete nobleye : swyfe fierce and proute.

Cristofre heom mette we[l] baldeliche— : he nadde of heom no

doute. 36

Jje maister, fiers with-alle : cam and mette with him a-non,

" Beu sire," he seide, " jwat art foul : and jwodere fenxt fou gon J"

- Ich am a ma[n] opon mi scruiz : and noman serui i-nelle

Bote mi lonerd fat ich seche : fe heije deuel of hello." 40

" Beu frere," quath J>e ofur, " ich it am : wel-come ar fov to me 1

£e beste seruiz fat fou wolt cheose : man schal deliueri fe."

Cristofre saij is grete folk : and fat he was of gret pouwer :

Of swuch a louerd he was wel glad : and al-so of fat grete mester. 44

J)o Maister heijte al is folk a-wei : bote heom-seoluen twcie,

To teche him is mester priueliche : asc huy wenden bi fo weie.

Ase huy wenden talejinde forth : of fis lufero seruise,

In fe wei heo iseien one croiz stondc. : fo deuel gan farof a-grise : 48

his wei in breres and in forncs : wel feor bi-side he nam ;

J}o heo fe croiz i-passcde hadden : a-jein to fe weie he cam.

Cristofre him Axedo jwi it were. : and him was loth to telle.

" Certes," he seide, " bote fou me segge : no leng serui fe i-nelle." 52

" Cristofre, mi leoue freont," quath fe deuel : " ichulle fe telle fayn,

with fat fou serui me after-ward : fe betere with al mi mayn :

with a swuch croiz ase we fare i-seien : fe heie god fat was here

Ouer-cam and in soruwe broujte : me and alle mine fere." 66

" Jjanne is he herre," quath Cristofre : " and hath power more 1 "

" J)at ne may ich noujt for-sako," fe feond seide : " and fat me for-

finchez sore."

" Dafeit fanne," Cristofre seide : " fat leng beo in fine seruise,

3if ich of fane heie manne may 03 1 i-wite : in anie kunnes wise I " 60

Forth he wende and eoujtc ore louerd. : wel wide he gan gon.

Atfe laste he fond ane hermite : to him he wende a-non,

he tolde him clanliche al-hou it was : and hou he a swych man soujto.



ST. CHRISTOPHER TURN'S TO CHRIST. HE CARRIES FOLK OVER A 273

BITER ON HIS BACK. HE FINDS ONE CHILD TEST HEATT.

"Je," seide fe heremite, "ihered he beo : J>at fo in swyche wille

broujto 1 64

Lcue brojier," eoide fe heremite, "he is fi louerd : for to marine he

fe wroujte,

And with is owone flochs and is hlod : wel deore he fe a-boujte.

Jxiu most sum-jwat soffri for him : and festen eche friday."

" Ino faste neuero," scide Cristofre : "ne, cortes, jeot Ine may." 68

" Jjiiu most," seido Jie heremite, " to churche gon : and )>ino beden

bidde also."

"I-not," seide Cristofre, "jwat it is : ne i-ne can hit noujt do."

H ".No," seide ]>e heremite, " Jiou art strong : and hero is a water bi-

sido

Jjat no man may fare-ouer come : bote he fe herre ride : 72

Jjou most in lesnesse of fine sunnes : habbe fino wonejingue fore

And 3 wane ani man to J>e ncodo hath : fare-ouer Jjou most him bero,

In fur3iuenesse of fine misdedes." : he grauntede fat a-non.

J)c heremite jaf him cristino-dom : and het him fndere gon. 76

U Cltistofro bi-side fulko watero : one hole he made him fere.

In his hond a long perche he bar : is staf as fei it were ; [w.iub.1

Jwane any man wolde oucr fat watur : opon is rag he him caste

And tok is perche and bar him ouer : he stap hardeliche and faste.

For ho was bofo strong and long— : faro no cam so heui non

))at Cristofre oucr f0 deopo waters : ne bar heom ouer ech-on.

A nijt in fe ofur half of f0 watur : a uoiz fare cam and gradde

" Hole, halo," to seint Cristofre : fat ho him faro-ouor laddo. 84

Cristofre a-ros him op a-non : is porcho on hondo he nam

And wod ouer fo watur—and ne fond no man : f0 he to londe cam.

he nas bote i-como horn a-jen : fat on no gradde oft-sone for.

Cristofre wod ouer, and ne mijte finde : non more fane he dude er. 88

Juyt it gradde fe fridde tyme : f0 he cam horn to londe.

And with is rodde wod a^en. : a luyte child he fond fare stonde ;

)3at child bad him par charite : ouer fe watero him ledo.

" Cum forth, jif fou wolt here ouer " : cristofre to him sede ; 92

Swyfe Hjtlicho fat child he nam : and in is Armes it caste.

Euoro ase he was ouer-ward : it gan to heuegy fasts ;

And fat watur wax al-so : fat Cristofre sore agaste

LEOENDS 0F SAINTS. T



374 8T. CHRISTOPHER. THE CHILD HE WAS CARRYING IS CHRIST.

HE PREACHES CHRIST, AND DOES A MIRACLE.

To a-drenche fat child fat was so heui— : ynnefe he stod atfe laste.

Xeuere so clene he nas ouor-como : at eche stape he grunte and

blaste;

And laste fat child hadde a-dreint : he ne dorste it a-doun caste. 98

Jjo he wag to londe i-comc : ase him fou^te ful longue er,

Jjat child he sctto a-doun to grounde : and stod op, to teste him Jior.

" Jwat art fou, fat art so luyte : and so heui bi-come,

So heui fat ich was ope fo poyinte : to habbo a-dreint i-lomel

Jjei al fe world hadde ope me i-leie : me finchez so heui it nere."

" No wonder, cristofre," seide fat child : " fei ic1 heuiore were 101

Jjanc al fe world, for ich [am] more— : and no wonder it nis1 : 'ms.u

For ich made al fe world of noujt : and al ofur fin[g] fat is. '^jj^jjj^"

And for fou schalt fe sofe i-sco : fine staf piche in fo grounde :

And he schal here lef and blowe : and fruyt Lore in luyte stounde."

"With f is word fat child wende forth. : Cristofre is staf nam

And pijte hit in fe grounde a-morewe : and rijt sotli it fare bi-cam.

J30 was he sikerore fane he was er : and ore louerd he louede more.

Forth he wend[e], to siwi him : and forto precbi is lora 112

he heorde telle jwaro Cristine mon : In torment weren ibroujt :

To conforti heom he wende fudere : fat heo ne Beholden fleclicliio

noujt

"Booth hanlic," he seide, "and studefaste : and doth as ich ou

lere!"

Jje Iustise sturte forth a-non : and smot him vnder fe Ere ; 116

" Artfou," he seide, " on of fulke : fou it schalt a-corie sore."

"Site fou wel stille," Cristofre seide : "and ne smijt fou me non-

morel

For jif ich a cristine man nere : Ich me wolde a-wroko a-non.

Jo bi-leuez on ouwer Maumates," he seide : " I-maket of treo and ston,

paX none Miracles ne mouwen do : non more fane a troo.

Sum of fe power fat mi louerd hath : bi mi staf fou schalt i-seo : " '

his rodde he pijto in fe grounde : and heo bi-gan a-non » [M. ia]

To leui and blowe and here fruyt : bi-fore heom eueroch-on. 124

" On swuch a god je schullen bi-leue : fat swuch Miracle mai do."

J)e Iustise ne dorste, for he was muche : a bold word segge him to.

For fe faire Miracle of is staf : and for is prechingue al-so,



ST. CHRISTOPHER CONVERTS 7,000 MEN. HE BIDS THE KNIGHTS 275

SENT TO FETCH HIM, BIND HIM, AND TAKE HIM TO THEIR KINO.

To god boo[m] ' tomoden in pe place : seuen pouscnde and ma ' ms. imo

Toward a-maner wildernesse : seint Cristofre wcnde,

In godes soruise to lede is lijf : asc oro louord him grace sende.

)3c Iustise tolde pe kyngue fore : of swych a man fat he i-seij

Tume pat folk and he ne dorste : for strenc)>e come him neij. 132

jje king het sone to hundret knijtos : seche forto heo him founde,

And pat huy scholden him nimon and ledon : bi-fore him, faste

i-bounde.

Forth wenden pis knyjtes : wel I-armede, a-non.

Toward Cristofre buy comen a luyte : and bi-heolden him echon : 136

huy alio ne dorsten come him neij : ake hamward huy gonne fleo,

And tolden, po buy comen horn : pat huy ne mijtcn him nojwcre

i-seo.

"Ouj, je cowardes," quath po king : " nabbe je him noujt i-foundel

Ichulle, 31 f he a-liue is : habbe him, faste i-bounde." 140

ho sende to hundret opur knyjtes : pat hy bim wide soujte,

And pat huy ne comen ncuere a-jen : are huy him with heom broujte.

Wei I-armede heo wenden forth. : and a-non so huy Cristofre i-seic,

huy stoden and ne dorsten gon him ner : opur vnnepe bi-holden him

•with eije. «r.hmi 144

11 Cristofre stod and him1 bi-beold : and axede hem jwat huy wolden.

" For no-ping ne done we," pe knyjtes seiJon : " bi pe don pat we

scholden :

]>e king us het bringue pe to him : and pine bondene faste binde.

Jif pou wolt, we wollez him segge : pat we ne mouwon pe finde." 148

" Xay, certcs," seide Cristofre po : " je scholden beo i-blamede so ;

Ake with ou ichulle1 gon : and loki jwat bo wulle habbe i-do."

he made heom al a-join heore wille : ase a pof, faste him binde,

pat heo noren i-blamede, and leden hiin forth : bis hondene him

bi-hinde. > ms. icimiie ichuiu 152

Of godes lawe bi pe weie : Cristofre heom gan so lere,J • ms. wrm

)Jat echone, are huy comen horn : faire i-cristnede were. ■

Natheles huy ladden him forth : bi-fore pe kyngue, faste i-bounde,

And seiden, " here is godes knyjt : noupo we him babbetb i-founde."

pe king sat an hcij op-on is sege. : and a-non so be Cristofre i-seij,

For drede he feol doun to grounde : pat is necke to-barst neij. 158

T 9



276 ST. CHRISTOPHER IS PUT IX PRISON. HE CONVERTS TWO WONtN

BENT TO TEMPT HIM. THET BREAK IDOLS.

his knyjtes nomen him up a-non. : and ase tyme ase is wit him cam,

he had Cristofre to him take : and leten bco is cristindam. 160

■ fou mijt, guode man," seide cristofre : " al-so wel beo stille.

Mi bodi fou hast here faste i-bounde : fou mijt don al fi wille."

U " Ccrtes, sire," fis knijtes seiden : fat hadden him Jmdero i-broujt,

" Cristindora we habbez itake : and we nelleth it bi-leue noujt" 1G4

fe king let fo in grete wrathfe : Cristofre in prisone do,

And binden alle fe knyjtes faste : and heore heuedes smiton of al-so.

J>o feos knyjtes bi-bauedede weren : fc king sone bi-{;ou)to [M. its i ;

And tweyen faire wonimcn with-alle : to cristofre he broujte— 1G8

pat on het Nice, fat ofur Aquiline— : for-to torncn is mod.

po fis wommen iseien Cristofre : aso be in prisone stod,

licora foujtc is face wel brijtore schine : fane fe sonne ofur fo Mono.

" Cr[i]stofre, merci," londe beo gradden : " make us cristine sone I "

Cristofre hconi teijte fc rijte bi-leue : and cristnede hcom a-non fere.

A-morcwe f>e kying let bcom fette : to lokie hou it were ; 174

he bopede heo hadden fane guode man : in leebcrie i-broujt.

fe wommen Answereden to his Axingue : as buy ne tolden of him

noji 170

" Jwat, hou goth fis," quat fe kyng : " habbe je i-turnd ower foujt 1

honourietb mine godes, ich rede : fe jwyle ou is wel i-f0113 1." l

"Ouwer godes beoth wurfe," pis Maydenes seiden : "in fa[i]r stude

honoured to beo : * «/. t*>)t

fare-fore Lit swope fe stretes faire : fat al folk mouwe. i-seo, 180

And we heom wollez honouri, i-wis : ase rijt is and lawe."

fe king let don ase heo seiden : swife sone and fawe.

fo fis Maumates weren i-broujt : in fe strete at fe Ins to, 183

fis maydenes nomen heore gurdles bofe : ant to heom teiden faste

And to-drowen heom in-to al fe strete : and heowen heom to peces

fere.

* Goth," heo seiden, " ant fechchiez heom leches : fat heo i-helcdo

werel"

pe kying was neij for wrathfe wod : fat 0 maide he let hongue

And to hire fet bynden Louie stones : fat hire defes frowea wcrcu

strongue. , 188

A-non so fis mayde was up i-drawe : hire leomes borsten with-inne,



NEITHER FIRE KOB ARROWS HURT ST. CHRISTOPHER. 277

HIS HEAD IS CUT OFF. HI8 BLOOD GIVES THE KINO SIGHT.

Necko and scnewes and ofur limes— : wel aujto heo heuene i-winne.

he let don fat ofur in strong fuyr— : ake fare no n^te non come

hire ncij :

Ake sethfo he lot hire heued of smite : fo he fat ofor cas i-scij. 192

Jms f is twei holie maydenes : to fo blisse of heuene i-wende,

J)oru fe grace fat ore swcto louord : for seint Cristofre heom sende.

11 J)e king let fo cristofre fecche : and axede him a-non

Jwefur he woldo his Maumates serui : ofur to fe dcfe gon. 196

Cristofre for-sok hcore Maumates : and hcoro seruiz also.

j>: king het a-non fat Men him scholdcn : op-on a strong grodile do

And with strong fuyr and pich rosti him. : and fo he was i-leid far-on,

As wcx fat gredilo malt a-wei : and fat fuyr a-queynte a-non, 200

And he a-ros up with-oute harme. : wroth was fe kyng fo !

To a pilcr he let him binde fasto : and knyjtes a-boute him go,

For-[to] scheoten him to dcfe : with Mani a kcne flo.

AVith bouwe and Areblast fare schoten to him : four hondret knyjtes

and mo : 204

Ake fare nas non Arcwe fat ncij him cam : ake alio heo gliden bi-side

And hco[n]gunx in fe Eyr a-boute him : and fare huy gunue a-bide.

A-non so fe king fis i-saij : for wratfo fudcre he wcnde. > us. h«ogim

An Arewo fat ouer fis guode man heng : a-jein him sone kende, 208

Bofe is C3cne heo smot out : and deope into fe heued.

bo king stod for Anguy6che and for drede : ase is wit him were

bi-reued.

" )5ou onselio wrechche," scide cristofre : " jwat is noufe wurth fi

mijtc 1

A-jcin him fat fov haucst bi-gonno : feble fou art to fijtc ! [M. m] 212

Of fi wrechhede ich habbe reufo : And fat i sclial cuyfe fe ;

For to-Moruwe mi louerd soifri wole : fat fou schalt laten a-quelle me,

And fanne smeore fine eijene with mi blod : and fonde mi louerdes

mijte:

And jif fou wolt a-rijt bi-leue : fou schalt habbe fi sijte." 216

)3o blinde kyng far-to hopede : and swife wel it onder-stod :

A-morewe he let is heued of-smyto : and smeorie him with is blod :

he hadde is sijt guod and cler : foruj godes grace wel sone.

foruj fe bone of seint cristofre : he tournede to oristine-dome. 220
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ho let burien faire seint Cristofro : and bi-liefde on god a-non

and let him cristni in godes lawe : and is men ech-on.

J3us seint Cristofre fcue hcxte louerd : at fe lasto of-soujte.

God us bringue to fulko Ioye : fat he is soulo broujte. 224

41 1T Vita sanc/i Dominici confessoris.

SEint Domenic, fo holie frere : in spayne was i-bore, [roi. iu]

In Jie touno of Caylro— : wel guod was fe more :

Sire felice is fader het : is moder dame lone.

glad was fe Moder of j>e sone : pat for him gan ofte grone. ♦

J)eo jwile fat pis holie child : in is Moder wombe was,

hire foujte, ase heo lay a-slcpe : ase ore louerd jaf fat cos,

fat heo bar in hire wombe a best : fat faireste in any lond,

And fat best bar rijt in is Mouth : ane berninde brond ; 8

fe brond in fusse bestes mouth : fo it was of hire i-bore,

Schon so fat al cn'stinc-doni : fe brijtore was fare-fore,

And so wide so was cristinedom : And fare was eo deork so nyjt

fe brond in fe bestes Moufe : hire foujte }af gret Ujt. 12

fo fat child was i-bore : and i-broujt to cristin-dom,

Al-so bi-feol fat a guod laucdi : fat him of watere nam,

foujte fat fare was a steorre : In his forc-heucd so brijt,

fat foru-out al cristinedom : schon and jaf gret lijjt. 16

Jwat was fis schininguo of fis child : bote fat ho scholde bringue

to godes lawe Mani a man : foruj is guode prechingue,

And fat he scholde an ordre make : of frere prechoure, fat jet is ;

fat fare-foruj al cristine-doin : a-mendi scho'do, i-wis t 20

fis child, feo jwyle it was jong : to guode drouj a-non,

to fastingue and to almes-dede : and wolle wcrie1 to gon ;

In is bedde he nolde beo : bote wel luy to stoundo, > v.m. w*Ui«m

Ake ligge in is oresones : op-on fe hardo grounds. 24

fo he was sethfe to scolo i-set : a deore jer fare cam :

his bokes he solde and al is guod : and alio fo panes he nam

And delde hcom alio to pouere men : ant ne lefde him-sulf rjjt nojt

fe ty fingue of is godhede : was sono wide i-broujt : 28

So fat fe bischop of fe lond : louede bim wel i-nouj

And enquoorode of is dedes : fat to alio guode he drouj :
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hoi; man he made him sone : and channn scculcr—

Wei lnyte tolJe fe holio Man : of is greto power. 32

Jjare weren false crtstino Men : a-bouto in fc londe, [fcuiib.]

fat nolden noujt clanliche : J>e ri3to bi-lcue ondcr-stonde,

2\'e huy ne bi-lefden noi^t fat ore loncrd were i-bore : of fe maide

Marie—

Swuch mancro fals bi-leue : Men cleopcdcn hercsie. 36

A-jcin heom fis holio man : despuytedo alday foste,

And m.inie of hcom foruj godes grace : into ri^to bi-leue heom caste.

An Eorl faro was in )>o londo Jio : )>at guod Man was i-nouj :

Sire Symon do Mountfort : fat to alio guodncsse drouj, 40

his fader fat was hero a-slawo : a-mong us in Engolondo

Atfo bataylo of Eucshain : fat longuo worth ondcr-stonde.

Jjis guodo knyjt sire Symon : strong knyjt was i-nouj

^And a-jcin fis vuele cristine Men : to bataylo al day ho drouj. 44

Seint Domenic al-so a-bouto jcode : and prechede ajein heom wel fasto :

So fat fis tweye guodo Men : to-gadcro heoro hcorto caste,

J)at liuy weron bofe at ono redo : fo on with his prcchingue,

J)o ofur with stroncfe of bataille : fat folk to guodo bringue. 48

And fo guodo Erol1 syro symon : fo jwile is lijf i-laste, ' r. tot

Euere hcold op with his power : seint Dompnic wel faste ;

And foruj is pouer mucho-dol : fe ordre he bi-gan

Of frcre prechours, fat jcot is : for-to saui mani a man.— 52

bi-twene fis men for heore hercsio : fo striuingue ofte was

And fe holie Manne seint Domenic. : ase ore louerd jaf fat cas,

Op-on fo hul of vittorio : A day faro was i-nomo

Of desputisun bi-tweono heom : and fo fe day was i-conie, 56

Seint Domenic cam forth fo : and In a writ he broujto

his resones for cristin-dom : and fis lufero Men it bi-taujte,

to counseilio hoom faro-upon bet : and Answerion fare-to

Ofur boon studefastore in heore bi-leue : bote huy heom coufen ondo.

fis Men of heore heresie : loujwen fo wol smore ;l Ut.o.

A gret fuyr huy maden a-non : and fat writ heo casten In fere, 62

And seiden, 3if it barnde fo : of none vortue it nere.

J}at writ lay longuo in fat fuyr : and neuere fe weorse it nas, 64

Ne noujt i-wemnod of one lette[r] : and fat was a fair cas 1
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jjo J>e lufere Men i-scien fis : a-nuyde huy weren sore ;

buy nomcn fiat bok and sciden a-non : fat buy wolden ;pot fonJi more :

huy casten eft-sone in-to Jie fuyr : and Jie fridde tyme al-so : 68

And euere fat writ was al-so sound : as it was fare-inne i-do.

fis Men of heore heresio : i-schende beom heolJcn fo—

And noldcn noujt jeot al clanlicbe : out of lieore folie go.

Scint domenic ])is holie Man : ase ore louord jaf ))at cas, 72

In fe Cite of tolouse : ten 3er to-gadcre he was.

he foujte bi-guynne a-godes name : jif be mijte it biingue to ende,

An ordre of Men to precbi faste : and a-boute fe world to wende,

fat mitten foruj-out cristindom : Men wissi and rede ; 7G

Jeome he bad to Icsu crist : belpo him to fis dcde.

So fat fe pope Innocent : a gret counseil I-nouj [w. i»J

Makedc at ionic jmlke tyme : and muchc folk fudere drou).

Seint Domenic wel mildelicbe : fudere gan to wende, &0

Jif he mijto anie grace habbe : to bringue is ordre to ende.

he cam and bad fe pope leue : swuch ping for-to do.

fe pope makede him dauncherous : and nolde ensenti fcr-to.

H A nijt, as fe pope lai a-slcpo : ase ore loucrd jaf fat cus, 84

him foujte fat fe churche of rome : al a-donoward was

Of " scint Iobanes de lateran " : and as he lai fere

he lokede euere and al fat folk : jwane huy ouer-falle were ;

And seint Domenic heold up a-jen : and faste schef with-oute, 88

TVal ant tymber be pulte a-jcin : and faste orn a-boute.

fe pope, fo he a-wok : In grete foujto lay

Jwat fis bi-tocningue mijte bco : fat be slepihde i-saij.

he foujto fat fe stat of boli churche : swuyfe i-febled were 92

And fat cristine-dom in Manie studes : in rijt guod stat it nere,

And fat seint Domenic foru; is ordre : biro scholde helpe a-rere

foruj his prechingue wido in londe : crt'stino men to lere.

fe pope a-morowe sente aftur him : and grauntede him wel fawe 06

to maken is ordre a-godes name : and folk to guode drawe ; J^IH."1*

bote fat he1 beom scheowede is ruyle : to alle is cardinales fere,

And fat huy weren i-prouede guode : are huy i-confermede were.

So fat fe ordre of frero prechours : seint Domenic bi-gan fo, 100

fat hath i-saued wel mani a man : and jeot it schal wel mo.
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clcrkos huy onder-fenguen sone : fat fe Abito nome ;

So fat euere mo and mo : froros fcro bi-come.

SEint Domenic matte Jiolna nijt : J?nt seint potur him bi-tok 101

Ane staf, aso bo cam to him : and seint powel ano bok.

Jjo poraoide ho in is ordro : jwano frorcs wenden ouor lond,

to bcre ano bok at heoro mgges : and ano staf in hcore bond.

Sethfc him fo^tc a-slcpe al-so : fat he saij fe freres go 108

foruj fo londe, two and two : and to-gadcro non mo.

In-to Tolouso ho wendo fo : and bi-lofto bim-sulf fere,

And sonc1 he scnto is frcrcs a-bouto : fat huy do-partet wore ;

In-to apaynno ho scnto some : and to paris al-so, ' v. hum 112

And fat friddo Couent to boloygno : heoro ordro forth to do ;

he hot hcom wende to and two : and prochi in fat lond,

At heoro ragge bero ane bok : and ane staf in horo bond,

f A wonder sweueno seint Domenic : In his slop i-scij : 116

Ore louerd him wrathfode swifo : op in fe cyr an hcij,

froo launceno ho heold in is bond : fo poynt toward fo grounde,

Rijt ase he wolde al fene world : f01113 smyto In one stounde;

So ferelich ho was to bi-holdo : fat it nas non ondc. 120

fo cam ore leuedi lijto a-doun : fat is so milde and hende ;

" A mi sone," heo seide, " jwat fencst fou 1 : mcrci and fin ore 1 "

"I-nelle," seide oro louerd : "fis sunne : folio more." [foLitsbj

he seide, "al fis world is ful of sunne : and ful jaro hath i-boo, 124

And fare-fore i-chulle al feno world a-sle : with feoso launces

froo."

Ore leuedi heold up hire hondeno : and sat a-doun a-kneo,

And seide, " leouo sone, noufe fin ore ! : fov most fe bet bi-seo,

fou most fine wratfe mionge : with ruilce and with ore, 128

And fenche fat fou most milsful boo : And fat fou boujtest man

ful sore."

" Modor," seide ore louerd fo : " bov mijte ich don fi lore 1

Ne sixtfou hou men me mis-doth : fat I-ne mai bit folie morel "

Leoue sone," ore lauedi seide : "a-bijd jeot one stounde : 132

Ich habbe ane guode Caumpiun : to fine bi-hoffe i-founde,

fat schal muche del of fat folk : onder fine wille do ;

And anne felawe i-chulle him bi-take : fat schal belpe him fer-to."
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" Lat me iseo," ore louerd seide : " i-chulle loki jwefer liuy boon

oujtes." 136

Ore leuedi nam J>o scint domcnic : and bi-foro [oie] louerd him broujte,

And scint Fraunceis al-so guod : " mi eone," hoo seide, " lo

Mi cbaumpiun and his felawo : fat schullen fis dede do."

" 3e," seide ore louerd, " foos booth bofo : strongue and guodo for-to :

I-chulle heom helpe in heore dedcs : and jiuc Iieoni grace al-so."

U Scint Domcnic a-morcwo a-ros : ant to churche wende sone, 142

And on is sweuene foujte muche : 3wat him was to done,

ho stod and bi-heold a-bouto : his felawo he gan to1 sco ' v. or 141

fat ore lauedi him broujte a-nijt : is felawe for-to bco.

he ne haddo neucr er him i-soijo : ho dcscroucdo him faste a-non,

his face and is bodi al-so : and1 him foujte it was swych on. ' ou. in v.

he tok and custe him a-non : ase it was wel rijt, 1 48

And tolde him al1 fat cas : liov him matte a-nijt ; > v.ofai

And Eyfer bi-gan to schewi ofur : heore wille and heore foujt ;

So fat buy wcrcn, ase gcd wolde : in o consent i-bro^t,

And eifur dude bi cfcres redo. : and fcos tvreie ordres wroujto, 152

Of frere prechours and of froro Menorcs : ase ore leuedi heom on

broujte :

1T Scint Domenic fe ordro of frere prechours : ase ich habbe i-seid,

And seint Fraunceis of frero Menorcs : cifor bi ofcrcs red.

And sire Symon de Mount-fort : fat guod knijt was and hende, 156

Sosteinede fis holie Men : to bringue fis dede to ende.—

Ich wene, ich may for sofe it segge : jif huy nadden i-beo bi-founde,

fe world hadde for grete sune i-beo : are fis i-broujt to grounde I

Jcot, for al fat heo mouwen a-boute go : to prechi and to schriue, 160

Sunne is jeot into al fis lond : and wrechhede, al-to riue 1

here mouwen fis lufere men i-seo : fat euere spekez to quode,

In jwuclie manere fis guodo men : bi-gunne l'urst fis dede.

Manie of fis deoueles limes : bi-twene heom seggez al day) : 164

" Wel murio was fe world and guod : are man ani frere i-sayj."

Al-so huy spekez, heom bi-fallez : for ore louerd seide, i-wis :

" bi fe fruyt man may i-seo : jwat-manore treo it is : P w.isfl

For fare ne may of no luyfur treo : no guod fruyt springue ; " l 168

▼nnefe may a luyfor man ani guod word : out of him-suluo bringue.
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huy mouwen loki jwanuo ore louord : hoom smyt, horde i-nou$,

i\-ith ono of hia launcea f roo : fat he to hoom drouj,

fat was for fis tweie holie men : fulko tymc on-do ; 172

Fondi heo mouwen heore wyJ>er-wino [jwan] ' huy comiez Jar-to.

Ake hit ne worth neuere fals : fat ore louerd him-sclf sedo : >«m.

fat his desciplcs Beholden i-blessede beo : jwanno men horn spekcz to

quede

And seggez hoom scorn and bysemare : for ore louerdes name. 176

bi fo frures fus it is : of Men fat seggez hoom schame ;

Ake ore louerd hira-sulf wole wreche nimo : fei it were fo with-drawe

For scint Domenic fe holie Man : and seint Fraunceis, is felawe.—

fis holie Man scint dominie : In-to his ordre ho nam 180

Ane joungue clerk at one tyme : fat frcro prechour bi-cam

And setlifo foruj fo foondes loro : with-drouj him atfen-endo

And seide fat he wolde a-jcin : to fo worldo wende ;

ho dudo of is Abite : and is schurte on him casta 184

Seint Dominic sat a-doun a-kneo : and for him bad wel fastc.

Abo he seide is oresoncs : fo clerk bi-gan to weopen sore

And pitou[s]licho bi-gan to crie : " a ! noufo mcrci, louerd, fin ore !

fis schurte1 fat is a-boute me : for-brennez mo to groundo; »mb. Kknmta

Drawcz hiro of for godes louo : ofur ich deio in luyte stoundo."

So fat foruj ore louerdes grace : him foujto he was for-brent,

Are he nome a-join is Abite : and hadde is hoorto i-wend.

BI a frero al-so at boloyne : bi-feol swych a cas 192

fat of fe feond i-fondet was : and with-inne him al-so he was.

Seint Domenic it of-foujte sore : and het a-godes name

fene feond to helle wende a-non : and seide, " jwi dostfou me schuch

schame I "

" fov no fart mo blamio noujt : for with ri3te ich am horej" 196

fe feond Answorode seint Domenic : ase he was in fe frere,

" For fes frere cam jursterday to toune : and dronk with-oute leue.

Ane a luyte mot fare-Inne ich lay : and bi-gan with-inne him weue ;

For he ne blessede noujt is drinke : and with-oute leue it nam, 200

Wit lawe ich mai in him beo : and with lawe in him ich am."

" Cortes," seide fis frere, " he seith Both : and rijt so it is.

Ichot, i dronk jurstai in toune : with-oute leue, i-wis, 203
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And Ine blessedo noujt mi drinke : and a swuch mot fare was Inne,

And with fat drinke fat ich dronk : it schct me none with-Inne.

Euer-cft he hath I-greued me. : ore louerd fram me hirn bringue 1 "

Ase huy tolden here-a-boute : to Matynes huy gonne ringue.

IT " Out, out," quath pe deuel po : " a-wei ich mot gon : 208

pis peues with pis wide hodes : a-riso wollcz a-non,

And I-ne dar noujt a-bidc heore song : adrad ich am wel sore."

he fleu out of pis Belie man : and nc cam nei) him non-more.—

As pe holie man seint Domcnic : and his felawes come 212

with-outo Tolouse bi a watur : ase huy hadden er i-lome, [M. is» ig

heore bokes fullon into po watur : and sonkcn a-non to grounde.

huy wenden forth in heore wei : )>o huy ne mijtcn boon i-founde.

pare cam pane pridde day : a fischaro with is ginne 216

And caste is ncttes in pat watur. : po felde ho hcui with-Inno.

poujte he, " here is fisch i-nouj " : and bi-gan to drawe faste :

pe holie m.iuncss bokes it weren. : po huy comen forth atpe laste,

Also sounde huy weren and druye : aso huy cucrcr were ; 220

For al pat huy leicn in pat watur : no-ping po worse huy nere.—

1T At one tyine scint Domcnic : at romo was i-sete,

And fourti of is frcrcs al-so : with him to pe mete,

huy r.adden bote a Iuytc bred— : wel luyto was po lestes, 224

And alle huy maden heom also Ioifole : aso huy weren at one fostc.

Ake natheles huy weren ©f-hungredo sore : pei huy so glade were,

po comen pare tweie children In : with wel mildo chere ;

Abite of frorcs huy hadden up-on : fairoro noucro ncrc : 228

In heore lappeno huy broujtcn mote : ant to seint Domcnic hit here,

po huy hadden him pis mete i-tako : huy nusten jware huy bi-comc.

pis freres maden heom glade I-nouj : and wordeliche forth it nome.—

V A dai, as pis holie Man : in pe Contreie we[n]de, 232

pat lodlokcste wedcr pat mijte beo : ore louerd ouer him sende.

I he bi-gan to maken is orcsun : his felawe was in doute,

pat weder bi-gau to reinie faste : in eche side a-boute ; * Ti/2iJuJj"

Ake sonc it jaf him roume1 wei : and al-a-boute with-drawe, 236

pat bi fif fet it r.e cam noujt him neij : ne al-so neij his felawe.

Bl-eido pe Cite of Toluse bi a watur huy come.

A man ladde heom ouer In a schip : ase he dude opere i-lome.
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HE TALES WITH THE DEVIL IN GUISE OF A FRIAR,

Seint Domenic wolde wendo is wci : fo he to londe cam. 240

fe passour him bet a-bide : and bi fe cope him nam,

And seide, he scholde him paye is huyre : were him leof fe loth,

he noldo him serui so for no^t : and farto he swor is oth.

" Lat me," seide fis holie Man : " par charite forth quijt gon, 244

And god wole jelden J)i trauail : for i-ne habbe seoluer non."

" AI for noujt," seide fes ojiur : " bi fo fei fat i schal to fe,

Mi trauail )>ou sclialt me paio : ofur f i copo bi-Ieue with me."

" Jwane J>ou nelt," quath Jjo holie man : " for godes loue noujt do,

Ich bidde god, jif is wille boo : fat ho helpo mo )>er-to."

fo lay bi-side Jjo schipe fere : a peni, fair I-novj. 250

fe passour beuj a-doun a-non : and fane peni to liim drouj.

" Xlm faro," seide J>is holie man : " ase ore louerd sende }>e. 252

For i-nabbe mi-sulf noujt : ore louerd a-quitez me."

Ore suete louerd nolde noujt : fat fe frores i-lctte were;

him-sulf he sende hcom heore schip-huyre. : fair miracle was fere !—

f Al-so f is holie man a nijt : In his orcsoncs lay 256

bi him-sulf in priueite : ase he dude nijt and day,

fe deuel cam and stod bi him : In Abite of frere. [foi mj

" Womme," soido fe holie man : " jwat dost fov noufe here 1

?wy nartfov In fine bedde a-slepe : In fo dortour with fine fere 1 260

fov wost wel it nis noujt ordre : ne non rijt guod manore."

fe Deuel stod and made him signo : aso ho-so seith " i-nelle noujt

Speko > V.hMlrt.mor..

No so mucho mis-don a-jcines god : is ordro for-to brcko." l

H Seint Domenic hadde wonder far-of : jwat frere it mijte beo 264

fat so wel is ordre heold. : he foujto ho wolde i-seo :

ho wende and lijte ane candlo : and bi-heold fis frere.

fo he wuste jwat he was : he foujte jwat dost fou here j

he blamede him1 suyfe muche : jwat ho dude fo fere, i ifg.bJ!om 268

For it were betore is rijte : fat ho in holie were.

1T " fou mis-dost more," fo deuel soide : *' fin ordro for-to breke :

For fou wost wel fis tyrae : it ne fallez fo noujt to speke."

H " fou ne seist noujt rijt," quath soint Domenic : " for fe prior may,

For-to wissi is joungue frores : spekon nijt and day.

Ich hote fat fou me tello : noufe fou art allingues here, 274
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BT. DOMIKIO DRAWS NIGH HIS DEATH.

Jware-with pou fondest meat : In churche ani frere."

H " bote ich makie," seide pe deuel Jo : " late to churche gon, 27-6

And jwane he alles ]>are-inne is : out pannes to wende a-non."

Of pe dortore he axede him : jwat were pare is dede.

11 " bote ich makie frercs to ligge longue : in hcore bedde," he sede,

And pe [3 wile]1 huy parinnc beoth : huy penchez* vuel poujt. 280

hit is on of Mine beste hous : Inelle bi-leue it noujt." 1 vffctnktn <m

U Seint Donicnic axede of pe freitore : "jwat is pi dede perol"

" bote ich fondi pe dedes pere : of glotonie for-to a-rere ;

Ich makie freres to muchel ete : and to drinke also, 284

For-to maken heom feble : godes soruiso to do."

11 " 3 wat In pe parloro 1 " seint Donicnic seide : " boo noupe soth

a-knouwe I "

" A, beo stille," seide pe sclirewe po : " pat hous is al min owe :

For ich heom makie telle pere : euerech opur typingue, 288

And make heom penche and speke al-so : of folies and lesinge."

U " And jwat pe chapitle 1 " seint Domenic seide : " mijt pou pare

oujt winne 1 "

" A, beo stille," pe schrewe seide : " neuere Ine cam pare-Inne.

Longue, for pou it hast i-nemd : pe worse me schal beo. 292

God ne suffri me neuere pare-inne come : ne enes it i-seo 1

Al pat ich habbe i-wonne a-day : and pe nijt bi-fore,

Sone so pine freres pudere comieth : al ich habbe i-loro ;

I-wyped it is al1 clene a-wey : ase it neuere nere. *r.m 296

A-corscd is al pulke stude : ne como ich neuere peie."

po wende pe schrewe is wei : and luyte hnddo i-wonne,

And pe holie man is beden seide : ase he hadde bi-gonne.—

LOngue leouede pis holie man : in guode Hue i-nouj, 300

And is ordre in guod poynt broujte : are he to' dope dron^j

At pe laste, ase god it wolde : pat he scholde heonnes .wende,

A1 frere prechur[s] of boloygne : [be] drov toward is ende. f*^; ffiN

he hadde a couent of [twelue] freres : po he drou toward pe depe.

his1 twelf freres bi-fore him comen : him-seolf was pe prettepe : '

he prechede heom faire i-nouj : to siwi godes lore, Jxi,twf.u»,t«nip.inV.

For-to holden pe ordre wel : and to echen as more and more. 307

Of proo ping he made is testament1 : ii)t bi-fore his dcpe : > v. <■»•



ST. DOMINIC BEQUEATHS HIS FRIARS POVERTY, LOVE, MEEKNESS. 287

HE IS DRAWN UP A LADDER INTO HEAVEN.

pouorte,. and loue,. and Meoknesse : his brefren he dudo1 bi-quefe;

fat huy weron euero in guodo louo : and in Mookncsso al-eo, » cm. in v.

And fat huy ladden heore lijf in pouerte : and euere hoolden fer-to.

For ho foundede hore ordre furst : ope feos fingues froo 312

And bi-quath sethfen alio fo : fat wolden is brefren beo.

ho jaf alio godes curs and his : fat his ordre fuylden oujt

■with grete richesse and worldes feo : for fe ordre it nolde noujt,

fo he hadde imakod is testament : he dcide rijt in fe place 316

And bi-teijte fo ordre and is soulo : al In ore louordes grace.

he deido twelf hundred jer : and four-score1 $ct and on* ilii"!^

Aftur fat ore louerd nam : of is modcr flechs and bon.

And cndlcue houndret jer : and four-score jer and tone 320

Aftur fat ore louerd on eorfe cam : he bi-gan fe ordre, ich wene.

Wei aujto wo blessi fe tyme : fat euero he was bi-gunne :

For mani a soule, ichot, he hath : to godes bi-hoffe i-wonne.—

11 fo f is holie Man seint Dominic : bi-gan of fis Hue gon, 324

Into fo Ioye of heuene : his soule wende a-non.

For ase fe prior of bixe1 : fo in is bedde a-slepo lay, ' > v. b*i«

liym foujte rijt fulke tyme : fat he a grct laddre i-say,

fe laddre schon swyfo brijto : into hcucno an heij ; 328

Oro louerd on-ouewarde : and ore leuedi ho i-seij,

Al bi-neofe sat a frcro : in is scapelori jwyt,

bis hod i-drawo ouer is eijen : rijt in his Abijt ;

Aso ho sat on fis laddre lowe : on fe ncfemeste roungue, 332

Aungles faro eoden up and doun : And swife murie huy songue.

Ore louerd hoold fis laddre an beij : and ore leuedi also,

And drowen fane frere up fare-bi : fat far-on was i-do,

In his Abijte huy drowen him up : in-to heouene an heij ; 336

And al fat clere lijjt of heouene : him foujte fat he i-seij,

And heouene smot to-gadere a-non : fo he was with-Inne i-broujt.

po fis prior a-wok : he lay in grete foujt ;

his brefren he let cleopio a-non : and seide, " ichot, i-wis, 340

pat fis holie man seint Domenic : out of fis liue he is ;

For i saij him rijt noufe," he seide : " to fe Ioye of heuene go."

be sofe huy of-Axeden sethfo : fat he deide rijt fo.—

bidde we jeorne seint Dominic : fat fe ordre hath iwroujt, 344



288 ST. TEOFLE OR THGOPBILUS IS ROBBED BT HIS BISHOP, AND

ASKS A JEW TO OET HIM MONET FROM THE DEVIL.

Jjat wo beon forth with him : to fe Ioyo of heuene i-broujt.

bidde we ore louerd and ore lauedi : for scint Dominikes loue

Jjat we moten aftur ore ende-day : to fe blisso of heuene come.

42 [Teofle.] v

TEoflo was a swyfe gret man : And guod clerk he was al-so,

hext Maister bi-fore alle ofere : under fe bischope i-do. [foi.ug]

Jjo fe bischop was ded : Teofle was forth ibroujt ' nout *dd«i i»t«.

to beon bischop aftur him. : ake natheles he noldo [nout],1 4

And seide fat he nas noujt wuyrfe J)are-to : and guod he coufe to

luyte.

)}at foike made ane ofe'ne sone : with grete nobleye and with pruyte.

po fe bischop in1 his power was : to teofle wrathfe he caste, » Ms. >•

For he was rafur to bischope i-chose : and with fe ofur bischope

heold faste : 8

he dude him out of his mester : and is guod him bi-nam. >

So fat Teofle fare-aftur-ward : in-to grete pouerte bi-cam ;

Al-so riche man ase he was er : ase pouere ho was ]>o ;

So fat he nuste jware-bi libbc. : wellc, fat him was wo I 12

)x> he was in Miseise i-broujt : him schamedo swife sore :

Men fat him honoured er : fo noldcn huy non-more ;

Ecu man tolde luyte of him— : for of fe pouere Men wollez so.

he ne mijte for schame a-mong men come : he nuste jwat for-to do,

Jjene deth he wilnede fingue mest. : so fat he him bi-foujte

J3.1t, ho-so fene feond serui wolde : in grete richesse he him broujte.

to a giv he wende a nyjt : fat woncde fare-Li-side ;

he bad him helps of fat cas : fat gan him fare bi-tide, 20

And him to serui for richesse : fene deuel a-boute wel wide.

" Wel, it schal boo," fe giv seide : " ake jcot fou most a-bide ;

• Cum ofur nyjt fis tyme : In fis studo here to me

And i-chulle fe swuch red do : fat wel schal liki fe." 24

f Teofle ne fur-jat noujt fis. : to fe giv he eode

In fat ilke stude fat ofur nijt : to beten is grete neode.

. " Cum forth with me," quath fe giv : " ase ich fe wolle ledo.

Ake of jwat fu iseo ofur heore : ne haue fou none drede, 28

, He make no signo of fe crooyx : ne feron ne fench rijt noujt,



ST. TtlEOPHILUS AGREES WITH THE DEVIL TO GIVE UP CHRIST 289

AND HIS MOTHER MART, SO THAT UK MAT BE RICI1.

Ari'l in swuche richesse nere fou neuere : ase fov worst sone i-broujt"

TEofle wende forth with him : and dude ase he him sede.

Into a priue stude he cam sone : ase fe giv gan him lede : 32

pene heie foond lie fond fere : Maistor of alle quode,

And al his maynie a-boute him : for-to a-counti hoore mis-dede.

" Jwat is he )>at ilke," quath fe schrewe : " fat fov bringuest with

fe1" 35

" he schal beon of fine," quath fe giv : " and for neode he cam to fe.

A man he was of gret pouwer : fat is noufe him bi-nome,

And for-to bringue him into richesse1 a-join : fi Man he schal bi-

come." >oj.h!min

" Wel-come, beu frere," fe feond seide : " noufe fou dost wel, i-wis I

haddest fov i-don fus mani day : riche fou were are f is. 40

bi-com mi Man, and do me homage : and fov schalt beo riche i-novj ;

For I-nelle no man helpe bote mine owene : and elles I dude wovj."

H " Ich bi-come fi man," quath Teofle : " and clanliche to fe take." x

"Certes, beau frere," quath fe Deuel : "wel muche fov most for

sake : > al. « tt. mora. 44

J)ov most fur-sake god fat fe schop : and alle halewene also."

" And ich heom for-sake," Teofle seide : " for fine wille ichulle do." '

" Saunz faille, beu frere," fe Deuel seide : " fou ne mijtest spoke no

bet. ["foi.itsb.]

J)ou art noufe sone riche man I-novj. : ake ofing jeot fe let ; 48

bote fou it do, it is for noujt : al fat we habbez i-do :

J)'>u most for-sake for-with1 god : Marie, is moder, al-so; >•/. foi(.ra:j

For bote fou it wolle do : i-nam siker of fe noujt—

For manie fat weren in Mine se[r]uise : heo hatli fram me ibroujt."

"And ich fur-sake," Teofle seide : " hire sone, and hire al-so,

And fe ich bi-take hjf and soule : al fine wille to da"

" Ov, beu frere,", fe deuel seide : " jeot ich am a-drad :

For Marie so ofte hath : mine Men fram mo i-lad ; 56

Word nis a-jein hire bote wind : for fei a man hire for-sake,

Jif he wole a-jein to hire i-wende : gladlicho heo wole him take.

Jjare-fore ichulle beon siker of fe : er ich mongy with fe :

guode chartres of fis foreward : fou schalt makie me, 60

And writon hire with fine owene honde : and a-solcn liire al-oo.

LEGENDS OK SAINTS. U



290 ST. THEOPHILUS BINDS HIMSELF TO THE DEVIL BT DEED, AND

BECOMES RICH, BUT FEARS THE DEVIL WILL BETRAY AND KILL HIM.

Jwan fou hnst i-don al )>is : fine wille ichulle do."

Teofle grauntcilo fis a-non : fe chartre he wro^te sone

And a-selcde hire with is ryng : ase foreward was to done ; 64

he sat on kneo and tok is mnister : and custo is fet al-so.

" Noufe, teofle," fe schrewe seide : " fov hast al wol i-do. > w mpenorM.

J)is chartre ichulle so faste biMouke : In helle, jwanne ich hom come,

Jjat I ne drede me noujt J>nt heo worfe : foruj Marie me bi-nome. 68

And wiend fou hom, and beo studefnst : aso ichulle njoin fe :

So riche man nere fou neuore : nse fou worst sone )>oru me."

J>e feond wende hom to helle : and teofle hom al-so,

nd ]>onkede )>o gywe alio guodo : fat he him hadde ido. 72

A-Morewe, so sone nse hit was day : fe bischop after teofle sende,

Jjat he to him wel hasteliche : with-oute ani defaute wende.

Merci he criede wel doolfulliche : fo he to him cam,

And bi-tok him ajein is power : fat he er him bi-nam. 76

Te' 'fle bi-cam a-non so riche : fat so riche man non nas ;

Ase louerd and sire ech man him hoold : wel muche is power was ;

Eche man was glad to qucme him. : Men wondreden of fat cas,

And seiden, " it nis in fis world : bote si haut o si bns."— 80

Worldes richesse he hadde i-nouj : and worldos blisfe al-so.

Alas, fat ani cristine Man scholde : in fat manore come fare-to I

U Hit bi-feol fare-after-ward : In wel luyte stounde

Jjat fe giv fat him fere-to broujte : with tricherie was i-founde ; 84

I-nome he was and to dome i-broujt : and to strongue dofe i-do :

Fur-barnd he was foru Iuggement : and to late ho was so I

f Jjo teofle him onder-stod— : In isheorte he foujto

Jjat fe Deuel, with 3 warn fe giv was : to fulke defe him broujto. 88

Jjoujto he, " nam ich al-so with him 1 : and fei ich beo riche ane

stounde,

Ne schal ich neuere i-wite fe tyme : are he me bringue to grounde :

panne were ich fur-lore bjf and soulel :and ich am to him i-boundel

80 faste, fat Ine may me with-drawe. : alas fat ilke stounde 1 P m- >*>)

Alas, jwy ne hadde ich i-beo rafur ded : fane l i-don fulke dede !

Nabbe ich fur-sake heom echone : fat me scholden helpe and rede 1

hou mijte ich. hopie of grace : jwane ich heom habbe fur-sake 1 95

A sunful wreche ich am, alas : nas neuere i-soio mi make 1 » »<s h™.M



ST. THEOPHILUS REPENTS, AND PRAT8 TO OUR LADT POR 40 DATS 291

AND 40 NIGHTS. SHE HAS MERCY ON HIM, AND BIDS HIM BE SHRIVEN'.

god is so rijtful fat to him : ne hopie ich noujt fere-fore.

lwte ich hahbe ore leuodie grace : certus, ich am fur-lore.

For heo •was euero ful of milce : and fci ich hire habbo for-sake,

hou ich euere J>are-of spede : to hire grace ichulle me take." 100

To churche he wende to ore leuedi auter : and crido hire milce and

ore,

his kncon he boot a-jein fo eorfo : woopindo swyfo sore;

On hire he cride and weop ful sore : bofo nyjt and day,

Out of Jo chapelo nolde ho noujt : ake euero ]>aro-inne he lay. 101

FOurty dayes and fourty nyjt : on hire he criede faste.

hire milce, )>at cuere was so guod : heo scheowedo him at fe

laste :

For ase he criede on hire so jcorno : fat swete mnyde so hende 107

cudde hire milde-hede, and fram hoouene : to him a-doun gan wende.

"liov mijte ich," heo seide, "fou wrechche Man : eny grace fe

take,

And hou mijte ich to mi sone for fe biddo : jwnno fou hast him

for-sake ! "

" A, leuedi, leuedi," teofle seide : " noufe, leuedi, fin oro !

Ich habbe i-sunegut manne mest : fat rewez mo wel sore 112

haue merci of fis sunfule wrechche ! : I-nello do sunne non-more,

Ake, jif fou wolt me fine grace jiue : Ichulle don al ft lore."

" Jjov sunfule man," ore leuedi soido : " asemucho aso on mo is,

to fe ichulle beo mildo I-novj : and to alio cristino men, i-wis : 116

For ich louie muche cristino Men : And norichi hcom al-so,

and euero am redi to heom a-lijte : heore bone forto do ;

And swife muche ich folio ofto : mine sone to maken life,

J3.it he ne nimez of heom grote wrcche : aso he woldo ofto-sifo. 1 20

Ake 8ch[r]yf fe to him of fine sunncs : fat was i-bore of me

And fat folcde deth for sunfule men : and ichullo biddo for fe."

" Leuedi, merci," Teoflo seide : " vnwuyrfe ich am fer-to,

with fat Mouth fat ich hira for-sok : swuoh schrift to him da" 12+

" Jus, hardiliche," oro leuedi seide : " for he is milde and softe ;

Wel fou wost fat sunfule men : gret loue he cuth wel ofte.

For he was for sunfule Men i-bore : and to defe for heom i-do,

he mot nede to heom beo milde : for rijt kuynde it wole so." 128

u S



292 TIIK VIRGIN MART WINS FORGIVENESS FROM CHRIST FOR THEO-

PHIIX'S, AND GETS HIM BACK BIS DEED OF COVENANT WITH THE DEVIL.

Teofle bi-gan J>o weope and crio : "louenl, merci," he sede,

" to po ich me pchriue with deolful heovte : for mi lu)>er mis-

dede.

haue merci of me, al-so wisliche : ase pou were for mo i-bore

And for us poledest deth : fat we ne scholden boo fur-lore I 132

Jjench noupe, louerd, on mine wrecbhede I : swete Ihesn, pin ore !

Do me fine milce, ich bidde )>o, louerd : i-nelle do sunne neuere-eft

more."

H "Teofle, teofle," ore leuedi seide : "for J>i cristine-dom,

An for pite pat ich habbe of cri'stine men : sethpe mi sone mi flench

nom, 'us. m. 136

I-cbnlle bidde on mine bare kneon : mi sone for pe l wel sone.

beo studefast, ase pou bast bi-gonne1 : and be wole i-beore pi bone."

with pis word Teofle nuste : jware ore leuedi bi-com. > ms. w-gmiroo

he weop and cride euere jcorne : and al to hire grace him nom. 140

Jjreo dawes with-oute mete and drinke : pare he gan a-bide

In wop and sor and deol j-nouj : on ore leuedi cuere he crieJo.

Ore lauedi cam po al lijinde : and with glade semblaunt al o,

" Teofle," heo seide, " pou hast noupe sone : penauuce i-nouj

i-do ; 144

beo glad and blipe, for ich habbe i-bede : mine sone milce and ore,

Jjat he hath pine sunnes pc fur^yue. : ne sunegue pov nonmore I"

" I-hered beo pov," teofle seide : " and pi holie grace,

And i-blessed beo pe tyme pat ich to pe : criede in pusse place I 148

Leuedi, euere ich am a-drad : and siker nam ich noujt,

Are pe chartre pat ich him' made : leuedi, to me beo i-brou$t : '»■«. him

Lenedi, pou art ful of milce : pat pou me schewest in pis place :

Jwane pi milce, leuedi, is so muche : do me perof pine grace 1 " 152

"Nov sone, theofle," ore leuedi seide : "jeot ichulle pe milde

beo,"

with pis word heo wende forth : pat he ne mijto hire more i-sco.

hire milce heo scheowede, for heo cam : to him pene priddo day

And broujto pe chartre and bi-teijte as him : ase he a-slepe lay, 156

And wende a-jein wel stilleliche— : and po Theofle a-wok,

pe chartre he heold in is hond : pat ore leuedi him bi-tok.

glad and blipe he was i-nouj : and me punchoc pat he wel oujte 1



ST. THEOFHILUS CONFESSES BIS SINS TO ALL FOLK. BIS 293

DEVIL's-OOVENANT IS BURNT. BE DIES, AND OOES TO BEAVEN.

Ore lauedie he ponkede and hire grace : pat to swuche guodnesse

him brOUjte.1 > «/. I ty. mora. 160

II pis cas bi-feol in leiute : on a satures-day at nijt.

A-morewe, )iene sononday : }>e day was cler and brijt1, w^,"';"'* **y

pe bischop and is clerkcs : and muche folk al-so

to churche comen, ose rijt was : godes seruise to do. 164

Rijt J>o godspel was i-rad : Theoflo forth him wende,

To pe bischopes fet he feol a-doun : and pone Deuel more he schende :

he tolde pe bischope eueivch del : and al }>e folko al-so,

bat foreward1 and pe sikernesse : ]>at he hadde pe Deuele i-do, 168

And hov of j>e Deueles mijto : ore swete leuedi him caste > sis. tmwut

And broujte him pe chart res pat he made : pat bi-loke was in heUe faste.

be chartre bi-fore al pat folk : he let pe bischope rede,

bat ech man i-seije is lupere suune : and ore leuodie mildhede. 172

)}a[t] folk wolde pe chartre witon : for miracle, pat1 huy bcde. «•*•»

" A, Merci, merci, for godes loue " : Theofle ofte seide,

" For pe jwyle pe chartre is i-hol : jeot euere-morc me dredeth ;

Are heo beo to douste i-brent : siker lijf ne mai ich lede." 176

pe chartre huy barnden bi-fore heom alle : pat ech man mijte i-seo.

" Certes, noupe ich hopie," theofle seide : " pat siker ich mouwe beo."

H po po hischop hadde is masse i-do : pat folk cam mani-folde

A-boute Theofle in eche side : pat wonder to bi-holde. 180

brijtore pane pe sonne, heom poujte : he schon in-to al is face,

j:.u non ne inijte for brijthede : bi-holde him in pat place. iw. iwj

he liet dele and jiue poucre men : pat1 guod wel clone pore, > «j. u>

And soide pat he out of churche nolde : pe 3wile he a-liue were. 184

To pe stude he wende a-non : pat1 ore leuedi to him a-lijte > «/.p»r

And broujte him pe chartres of is sunne3 : poruj hire swcte niijte,

A-non-rijt he bi-gan to sikni : and pare rijt a-doun lay ;

his brepren he custe echone : and deide peno pridde day. 188

pat folk dude hi him pat was to dono : und buredeu hiin vijt pore.

his soule wende to heuene1 anon : pare I-choldo we alle were.

For he is a seint in heuene an heij : and his day fallez in pe jore

A luyte bi-fore Aueryl : ose po bok us doth lore. ijj8.htJ.no 192

Wel fair Miracle ore leuedi dude : pat broujte him of pulko wo,

Ase heo hath manyo opero i-don : and jeot hoo wole wel ma



294 ST. GEORGE OF CArPADOCIA REFUSES TO WORSHIP DACIAN's FALSE

GODS, AND ^8 HORRIBLY TORTURED BY HUT.

43 [George]

SEint George po holie man : ase we findez i-write,

In pe londe of Cappadoce : he was i-bore and bi-jite.

pe false godes lie for-sok : and tornede to cristine-dom,

And louede Iesu cn'st swipo wel : and lioli man bi-com. 4

Dacian, J>e lujiero prince : fat was in fmlkc stounde,

Alle pe cristine men pat he fond : he let bringuo to grounde.

A day, ase he honourede is false godes : and oj>ere manie on,

Seint George I-suij al pis : ase he cam pare-forth gon. 8

pe signe he made of pe croiz : and blessede him al-a-boute

And Armede him poruj pe holie gost : with-Inne and with-oute,

he wende him forth wel baldeliche : and wel loude bi-gan to grcde

To Dacian and to Alio his : and peose wordes sede : 12

" Alle false godes so booth : deuelschino, i-wis ;

For ore louerd made heuene : ase in pe sautere i-writcn it is."

)>o Dacian i-heorde pis : he grennede and femdo fasto,

And louredo with sori semblaunt : and poos wordes out he caste : 16

"Belamy, jwat art pou : pat so gret fol art and so bold,

pat in ovre power and bi ovre godes : swuche wordes hast i-told 1

pov ne dost us noujt one schame : ase we alio I-seoth,

Ake ore godes and us, j wane pou seist : pat huy deuelene booth. 20

Tel me sone of 3wannes pou art : and jwat is pi rijte name, >ns.iehw«k

pat darst us segge and ore godes : pus baldeliche sweh l schame."

" George, ich hote," pis opur seide : " and cristine man ich am,

And out of pe lond of cappadoce : hidere to cov ich cam." 24

" bel amy," seide Dacian : " tome pi word a-non

And honouro here ovre godes : opur it schal an-opur gon."

" Beo stille, pov fol," seint George seide : " pou spext embe noujt,

For ich habbe on Iesu crist : I-fastned al mi poi^t." 28

" A, traytour," seide Dacian : " wolt pov take on so I

pov schalt in opere ribaudies : sone daijes beo i-da"

he liet him hangi up an heij : In one-manero rode

And pare-to him biude faste al naked : with ropes strongue and guode.

with kene Owles pcr-under : pe tormentores stode CM- u* b.]

And to-drowen is holie lymes : pat faste huy ronno on blode ; 34

Al huy to-teren is to[n]dre flesch : pe peces fullen to grounde ;
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SWORDS, AND THROWN INTO A FURNACE OF BOILING LEAD.

Brcnninde coyle buy nomcn sethbo : and castcn In be wounde. 36

bo liuy hadden him so longuo to-drawe : bat reoubc it was to seo,

huy bi-boujten heora of more wo : and nomen him a-doun of )>o treo :

with srnarte scourges huy leidcn on him : and wjunde op-on obur

made—

to be bare bon be scourgeno comen : ase bo Owles liadden i-wade ; 40

bo woundene huy 6elten setlibc : and salt ful bickc caste,

And sethbe with a clout of here : roddeden be woundes faste.

louerd, muche was bo pine bat he hadde : ech ope obur bere,

bo men selten so is quike ilcsch : and roddeden so with here ! 44

Koube it was swuch pine to se : ho-so oujt of reube wore;

And euere lay be guode Man : ase boi him nobing nere.

1T bo Dacian i-sai) bat ho ne inijto : ouer-comen him so,

he let biude bene holie man : and in strongue prisone do. 48

bare he lai al be longuo nijt : to obur wo bat he hadde.

A-morcwe be tonnentorcs eft-sone : bi-fore Daciane him ladden.

In eche manero huy fondeden bo : jif huy mijteii tuyrne is boujt.

Ake bo huy i-seijen euerech-one : bat it was al for noujt, 52

Dacian let makie a weol of bras : so strong ase he mijte,

And Bcharpe swoordos wel bicke a-boute : bare-on faste he pijte :

he let nimo bis holie man : and baro-aboue him do,

bat be swerdes scholden is bodi to-rende : and to-drawe al-so. 56

So sone ase huy j>is guode man : a-boue busse jweole broujto,

bat 3 weol to-brac, ase god it wolde : and to-bruysde al-to noujte;

So bat bis holio man : harmles barof he was.

Dacian was swibo wroth : bo he i-saij bat cas. 60

H A fonicis he let maken1 of bras : and fullon it ful of led ; l •*. vm»

he lot maken a strong fuyr i-novj : ase he nam sone is red.

J}o bat led was al i-rnolte : and boyledo swibo faste,

he let nimon bis holio man : and rijt a-middes caste. 64

Q1 Eint Georgo nam up is bond : and be croiz bi-fore him made,

KJ And in be wallinde led : baldeliche he gan wade.

bare-Inne he sat wel softe a-doun : ase boi him nobing nere,

And leonede to bo brerde stillo : ase boi he a-slepo were ; 68

he lai ase boi he in reste were : for-to bat led atbe laste

was al iu-to bo coldo i-turnd : bat boyledo or so faste
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st. edmund is king of suffolk, in east england.

Louerd, muche is pi mijte : ase men mijten pare i-soo,

pat ani man mijte in pe wallinde led : so longue liarmles beo 1 72

U po Dacian J>is i-seij : his wit him was neij bi-nome ;

" Mabun," he seide, " hov geth pis 1 : j ware is novpe pi mijte bi-come 1

Jwane I-ne may pis foule )>eof : ouer-come in )>us6e wise,

I sclial bi-nime liiin sone is lijf : pare he ne schal neuere a-riso." 76

Lis dom he gan to jiue a-non : pat huy seint George nome t1 w. ui]

'And drowen him poruj-ovt2 al pe toun : for-to huy with-oute come,

[& pat]8 huy smiteii of bis heued : with-oute pe toun atpe laste,

And is bodi pare in sum foul place : to wilde bestes it caste. 80

Jk> pis dom was pus Ijyue : hit nas noujt i-lete : 'o« EKijnf'

huy nomen and drowen pis holie man : villiche poruj pe streto,

Forto huy comen with-oute toun : pare huy wolden is heued of smite.

heore wepne huy drowen forth and jwottcn hem : kene forto bite. 84

"Leoue brepren," seint George seide : "one stounde a-bidez juyto,

Forto ich habbe to Iesu crist : mine bone i-bede a luyte."

U bis hondene he heold up on hoi) : a-doun he sat on kneo,

And seide, " swete louerd Iesu criat : pat alle ping mijt i-seo, 88

graunte mo, jif pi wille is : pat, lio-so in guode manere

halewez mine day in Aueiil : for mi loue on eoipe here,

pat pare ne falle in pat hous : no qualm in al pe jere,

Ue gret sijknesse ne hongur strong : pat parof beo no fere ; 92

And ho-so in perile of pe se : to me bit is bone,

Opux in any opur stude perilous : louerd, pov belpo heom sone 1 "

U po i-beorden huy a voiz in heuene : pat to him seide, i-wis :

" Mi blessede child, cum here foith to me : pi bone i-heord is." 96

po is heued was of i-smito : ase al pat folk i-seij,

Aunglcs nomen is swete soule : and to heuene beren on lieij.

pare he is in grete Ioyo : pat last witb-outen ende.

Xov god for seint Georges loue : late ore soule pudere wende. 100

44 Vita sancti Eadmundi regis.

SEint Eadmund pe holie kyng : i-bore was here bi este1 'J1^^!

In pe on ende of Engelonde : of jwam Men makiez feste ;

For of soutbfolke he was kyng : and of pe contieie wel wide.

J)aio wercn in Enguelondo po : kyngus in falo side. 4
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BOUND, AND CONDEMNED XO DEATH.

Swy)>e fair knyjt and strong he was : and hardi and quoynte,

Meoke and milde and ful of ruilce : and large in eche poyntc.

Twey princes of an ofur lond : fat weren in lufere foujte,

Nomen heore red to-gadere faste : to bringue enguelond to noujte ; 8

hubba was fat on i-hote : and fat o)>ur hei3te bynguar.

Into enguelond buy comen with gret fierd : are ani man were i-war :

In Nortb-buraberlond huy bi-gunne : and Jure huy slowen to grounde

And robbeden and barnden al to noujt : and destruyden al fat huy

founde. 12

fo buy hadden north-humberlond : clanliche a-doun i-broujt,

Al-so huy wolden al enguelond : and foujten huy nolden blinne noujt :

hynguar, fat fe o. maister was : his felawe he bi-lefde fere,

bubba, [&] wende hero bi este : to quelle fat fare were. 16

Of fe guodnesse of seint Eadmund : he heorde muche telle :

Into is lond he wende a-non : to fondi him to quelle.

Into is hexte toune he cam : er any man were i-war,

And robbede furst al fat he fond : and made fane toun wel bar ; 20

And al-so he slov fat folk to grounde : al fat he mi^te of-gon,

Jong and old, wyf and Mayde : he ne sparede neuere on. [■ w. ui t>.;

children fram heore moder breste : he drov and let heom quelle1

And al-to-hewe bi-fore fe moderes : fat reufe it was to telle ; 24

11 fare-After he let fe Moderes a-sle : sorewe fare was I-novj 1

fane toun be barnde al to douste : and al fat folk a-slovj.

he axede at some of fe men : jwaro heore kyng were ;

And huy teijton him jware ho was : huy ne dorsten non-ofui for fere :

In fe toune of Eglesdone : a guod wei fannes, he was. 29

fo fe lufere prince heorde fat : he no made no softe pas,

Ake wende him fudere ful hastifliche : with is lufere men ech-one.

huy couien and metten fane liolie kyng : with-oute fo jate al one. 32

A-non so hynguar wuste fat it was he : he let him uimo fere,

And bi-segi is Men alle : fat with-Inue were. • «. »7-s an u> u tnnspoMd.

f fIs holie kyn[g] was faste Inome. : and In a luy te stounde Jj*'»Jj Ul*

Bi-fore fe prince he was i-lad : naked and faste i-bouude, IS"."!^!!

'For-to a-fongue fare is dom : and non so men him nomo (I),1 37

Rijt as men ladden ore louerd bi-fore pilatus : for-to a-fongue is dome.

In a wode as he was i-lad : to a treo huy him bounde
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And with smnrte scourges beoten him sore : and niaden him many a

wounde. 40

f is holie man stod cuere stillo : he ne grochchede noujt ene,

Ake euere he cride " god, fin ore ! " : and non ofur he noldo him monc.

So fat Jiis liijicre tormentores : fat beoten him so sore, ' at. J»i ' «/. om.

fou^ten fat1 huyhimschame dudcn : and1 hovhuy mitten don him more,

huy benden heore bouwene and stoden a-feor : and heore Arewene

rijten :

Ase to ane marke huy sclioten to him : ase euene ase huy mijten.

fe Arewene stikeden on him ful ficke : and al is bodi to-drowe;

And euere stod fis holie man : ri^t stillo, ase fei he lowe. 48

Ase ful ase is an Irchepil : of piles al-a-boute,

So ful he stikede of Arewene : with-Inno and with-oute,

So ful, fat in none stude : on Arewe ne mijte In wende

bote he for-korue some ofure : more is bodi to rende. 52

Ase fe holie man i-Martred was : seint Sebastian,

Also huy scrueden is holie bodi : and sclioten fane holie man,

fat euerecb pece fram ofur fieu : fat wonder was of is liue.

And euere he stod ase him no roujte : and cride on god wel bliue. 56

fo hynguar i-saij fat huy ne mijtcn : fare-with ouer-come him nou3t,

A-non he let is heucd of smyte : fat ho were of liue i-broujt.

Ase fis holie man is beden bad : a man smot of is hcued ;

And1 is bodi was1 al-to-rend : and noujt i-hol bi-leuod. 60

And for it was so al-to-drawe : huy lcton it liggo fere. ■ ■*.« • •&«■*■

Ake, for men ne scholden noujt finde is beued : forth with heom huy

it bere

Into fe wode of Eglesdone : ano l derne stude huy founde : ' bs.m mm

A-mong ficke fornos huy it casten : and hudden it in fe grounds. 64

fo heo hadden of fis holie kyng : al heore willo fere,

glade and blife huy wenden forth : lufere Men ase it were,

fat heued huy hudden derneliche : fat no cristino man ne come,

Jif fat fare ani bi-lefte a-lyue : and with him fannes it nome.1 68

A wilde wolf fare cam sone : and to fe heuede he drovj, [' m. im]

And fare oppe he lai and wuste it faste : a-jein is kuynde i-nouvj—

For is kuynde were more to for-swolewon it— : and liokede • it oftc

and custe, •«•.■*•*-)
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And rijt ase ho woldo is oweno jwelp : with wilde bestes it wuste. 72

f Sothfe fare comcn cristine Men : and in sum power weren i-broujt :

j,.it holie bcdi huy fouudon sone : for it nas i-hud rijt noujt.

Ake for huy ne founden noujt fat heued : a-boute huy wenden wide

And soujtten it longue, In mauie studes : euerech in his side. 76

huy ne mijten it finde for no Jiyng. : so fat huy coraen ane day

bi-sides fulke ficke fornes : faro ase fat heued lai.

buy nusten noujt fat it was fere. : fo bi-gan fat heued to grede,

Ase it a-mong fe fornes lay : and rijt feoso wordes sede : 80

H " Here, here, here," with sweto voyr : ase fei he were a-liue.

fo fat folk i-heordo fat : fuder-ward huy wenden bliue :

fit heued huy founden in fulke stude : ase hit him-sulf sede.

Louerd, i-hered boo fi mijte : fat fare was a fair dede ! 84

fat heued huy beren to fo bodi : and setten it euene fare-to,

And beren it forth with grct honovr : ase rijt was forto da1

TO seint Eadmundesburio huy ladden him : ase men cleopiez

noufo fone toun— » •/. 4 yy. »«».

fare is on Abbeie of blake Monkes : ase huy setten him a-doun. 88

In swyfe noble schrine huy broujten him : ase rijt was for-to do.

fare he lijth 3cot hoi and sound : ase heo i-seoth fat comieth him to :'

For is bodi fat was so to-drawe : hoi bi-cara a-non

And sound, as fe jwyle he a-liue was : bofe of flesch and bon ; 92

% fat heued al-so faste to fe bodi : ase it was euerer.

In al is bodi nas o weom : fat man niijto i-seo fer,

bote ase is heued was of I-smyte : ase ore louerd it wolde,

A sinal red line is al-a-boute : schinindo ase of golde. 96

A swyfe fair pilcgrimaje it is : fudore forto fare,

For-to honouri fat holie bodi : fat fare hath i-loie so jare.

Novfe god for fe loue of seint Eadmund : fat was so noble king,

graunte us fe Ioye fat he is Inne : aftur ovre ending. Amen. 100

45 [Ulftd].1

SEynt Mljhel fe Arohaungol : and is felawes also,

huy beoth bi-tweone ore louerd and us : to schewi jwat we

echulle do.

1 Thi» legend I h»ve publinhed before in ' Lemeke, Jabrbuch fur rom. and cngl.

Pbil., 1871/
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HILL, RECOILS AND WOUNDS HIM, BT ST. MICHAEL'S WILL,

Ane day huy habbez in J>e jere : Jjoruj al cristincdom.

foruj fair miracle of seint Michel : fo day a man1 furst nom. 'aim* 4

In fe one ende of Apuyle : a gret hul fare was and heij

fat Jie hul gargan is i-cleoped : for a man fat fare was neij,

fat gargan i-cleoped was— : fe hul fare-fore hatte so.

fis gargan was wel riche man : and in gret power i-do. 8

hit bi-feol freo hundret y.i : and euene twonti rijt

Aftur fat ore louerd for us : In is Moder was a-Jijjt,

Jjat garganes reoferen : and ofure bestes I-nowe

A Morewenes op-on fe lieijo hulle : to hcore lesewe heom drowe. 12

An eue fis ruferene wenden hom : as heore wone was, cch-one.

Bote o bole, fat he louede muche : was bi-bynden al one :

Opon fe hezte toret of fe hul : fe bole wel euene drovj.

And fo fe louerd bine miste an euen : a-nuyd he was i-novj ; 16

With him he nam men i-nowe : and soujte into al fat lond :

Opon fe hexte hurste of al fe hulle : atfe laste he him fond,

he nam one aruwe envenimed : in grete wrathe I-novj

And schet to fis selie bole : and with grete strencfe i-nov3.1 « at. dn»j 20

Ake fis Arewe torncde euene a-jein : to him fat hire schet,

And smot him, ase it in wreche were : deope wounde and gret.

Nov was fat a wonder Arewe : and wonder wei heo soujte !

I-ne kepte noujt leorni so forto scheote : ne swuch arewe fat man

me broujte. 24

'A wonder schere-wynd heo was on : womme 3wat heo foujte I

Ake euere me finchez he fat hire schet : fe game sore a-bou^te.—

fat folk fat fare-a-boute stod : in grete wonder was ;

to fe biscliope huy wenden anon : and tolden him al fat cas. 23

fe bischop was in grete fere : and in grete foujte stod ;

A tokniugue it was, he wuste wel : of vucle ofur of guod :

he hiet al fe contreye a-boute : In orosor.es anon-rijt to beo

And fre dawes in fastingue al-so : fis tokningue forto seo. 32

Seint Michel after fene fridde day : to fe biscliope he com,

And seide, " hou finchez fe of fis dede 1 : was it a wonder dom 1

Ne finche or no wonder far-of : for mi wille it was, i-wis :

For Ichulle witie wel fulke stude : fat in mine warde is ; 36

And In fusse manore ich it schewi eov : fat 30 fe sofe i-soo,
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CHRISTIANS ON HIS HILL. HE SETS A CHURCH THERE,

And fat je honouri fulko stude : for is wardein ichulle beo."

1T fe bischop with procession : swyj>e fair and hende,

For-to honouii fulke holie stude : mildeliche he gan i-wende. 40

A noble churche huy founden fare : with walles faire and proute ;

huy ne dorsten noujt fare-neij come : heore preiere huy duden

with-0Ut0.1 it.«.l.p-rk».f

fare-aftur-ward al fat folk of fe lond : pat I-cristned were

Aldai comen to Jmlke hulle : heore beden to bidde fere.— 44

Sethfe [it ful]1 fare-aftor-ward : fat Saracine3 fare come > •«».

And weorreden fe cristine men : and bataylle a-jein heom nome :

fo het fe bischop of1 fat folk : fulke dayes freo »•*••>

to seint Mijhel bidden faste : and in fastingue al-so bca 4S

fe fridde nyjt scint Mijhel : to fe bischope cam eft-sone,1 > M- •» «*>•>•

And seide, " lat jarki al fi folk : fe bataille for-to done.

fat je to-day fare-Inne beon : rijt atfe feorfe tyde,

And with eov Ichulle fare beo : sum-jware fare-bi-side." 62

fe bischop was fo glad i-nouj. : fat folk was sone jare,

fe tyme fat he hadde i-set : to fe batayle forto fare.

TO-gadere huy smitcn opon fe hulle : ake it was ido a-non :

for fare cam a grot deork cloude : and ouer-caste heom ech-on,

And fe leitingue smot fere and fere : fe lufere men to grounde ;

Six hundret it a-slov of heom : in wel luytel stounde. C«w- »»] 58

heore felawes flowen faste a-non : and ascapeden onnefe ;

fare nas non fat ne was longue sijk : ofur deide in strongue defe. 60

fus seint Mijhel sturede him fo : a-mong heom feor and ner.

fo was it soth fat seint Dauid : seide in fe sauter :

" fat ore [louerd] makez is Aungles : ase gostes fleojnde,

And heom fat beoth is ministres : ase fuyr berninde." 64

Godes ministres aungles beoth : seint Mijhel and ofere mo ;

fat ase gostes flowen fo vn-seie : in fourme of fuyre fo.

A wonder game huy pleiden fere— : fat mijte segge heore fon ;

Betcre heom hadde at horn i-beo : and i-piked heore ton 1 68

1 J>ia cristine Men a-morewe : jarkeden heom fule wel

And wenden to fis holie hul : to fonki seint Mijhel.

fo founden huy ane churche fere : swyfe quoynte a-rerd.

fe bischop \ras fo glad I-novj : and sumdel he was a-ferd : 72
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he nusto hou J»o churche cam : ne ho lure hadde a-rcrcl fere,

Ne jwefcr seint Michel wolde : fat heo i-halewed were—

For him foujte fat hit was rijt : to halewi cliurchene newe.

Seint Michel wel jeorne lie bad : fat was is freond wel trowe, 76

fat he heom sonde sum tokningue : 5 wat he scholde farof do ;

freo dawes he let fat folk fasten : and hporo bcdcn bide al-so.

Jcot cam seint Michel eft-sone : to fe bischopo fere,

And seide, ' ' ne fench nouj t on mine churche : fat ich let mi-seolf a-rere !

For ich habbe fe churche a-rerd : and I-halewed al-so. 81

And far-of fov schalt signo i-finde : jwnne fov comest fere-to :

For wiend In atf0 cst-porcho : and ase ich habbe i-gon

Mine fet fov schalt finde I-sene : rijt in fe Marbre-ston. 84

Sing fare fine heije-masse : and jif fat folk also

Ore louerdes flesch and is blod : jwano fe masse is ido 1 "

H Jje bischop wel sone a-Morewe : to fe churche him drovj,

And fis folk al-so with him : with offringue fair I-novj. 88

At fe est-porche huy wenden In : and in fe Marbre-ston

fe stapes huy founden I-sene : ase seint Mijhcl hadde igon.

Innorc-inore huy wenden juyt : weouedoa huy founden freo,

With rede palles huy weren i-hcoled : fe faireste fat mijtcn beo : 02

Ore swete lauedios was fat on : fat men scholden to bidde,

fat ofur seint Iohancs fo baptist1 : And seint pctercs fat fridde.

H fe bischop song is masse fere : and sethfe atfen ende ' Mi. tuiM

fat folk he dude hoseli al : are he wolde fanne wende. 9G

fat folk to fulke holie stude : aldai faste drouj ;

And ore louerd dude faro ofte a-day : fair Miracle I-novj.

So fat fe pope, fat was fo : foruj fe Cardinales rede

For honour of fulke stude : and seint Mijheles holie dede, 100

And also for fe Miracle : [fat] foruj seint Michel com,

Mijhcles-masso-day he hiet halewi : foruj al cristin-dom.—

Seint Mljhel In nouembre : hath jeot an-ofur dai, [w.iuk]

bi-foro fe feste of seint Lac : as ich ou telle mai. 104

foruj seint Mijheles wille : rijt ase fe ofur was,

And foruj is heste he was bi-founde : i-hereth foruj jwat cas.

Hit bi-feol seue hundred jer : and in fe teofe jore rijt

After fat ore swete louerd : in is Moder was a-lijjt, 108



st. Michael's second church is built on the hill of toumbe, 303

from which the sea withdraws on st. michael's dat.

j)at to fo bischopo Albert : seint Mijhel cam a-nijt

Bi-side fe Montaygne of Toumbe : ase it were in a sijjt :

Opon fe hulle of Toumbe : ane churche be him licto1 a-rere, • r. m

Rijt swuch one ase ope )>ulke of gargan : and fat it bi-tymo were. 112

bo bischop axede in jwuche stude : he scholde fo cliurche make.

" I-chulle be," quath scint Mijhel : " guodo tokne farof take :

Ane bole fov scbalt bare finde : bat beoucs habbet bare i-hud,

Opon J>e heije hulle of toumbe : bat nis noujt jcot i-kud. 116

bare ase fou finst be bole I-hud : fov schalt mine churche a-rere."

be bischop fat wel onder-stod : and bi-gan is churche fere,

And bare a-rerde hire faire I-nov : to be helpe of mani a man,

In j>o honour of seint Mijhel : ase hul1 of gargan. > r. Hk. 120

Opon heije hullcs bis churcheno weren : bofo of seint Mijhel—

heij man me binchez ho wolde boo : for he loucde hulles wel.

he dude wel, for he niijte beo : at hom opon is owe

And sittinde a-boute him wide i-sco : and bo contreie bet i-knowe, 124

And hom a-jcin be sonere fleo : jwane bat he lijtc lowe ;

he no burte carie of non ofur woork : nofur to ripe ne mowe.

For he lot opon eiber hulle : areren a chapel,

Muche folk bat jcot on eorbe is : onder-stant bat wel, 1 28

And jwano buy a-rereth anio churche : to massi Inne ofur rede godspel,

Opon an hul bi custome : huy makiez of scint Mijhel,

Ase be Mount of seint Mijhel : and J>o Mount a-gv al-so,

And also obore in fale studes : ho-so nimez jeme bar-to. 132

IN be greto so of Occean : be hul of Toumbe is,

bat geth a-bouten al be world : In bat on ende, i-wis.

Al-a-boute be hulle geth bo so. : and In bo feste-daie euere-mo

be se. with-drauth1 hire twies aday : bat ech man may druyje gon

Forto honouri bulko holio stude— : and in non obur tyme it nis 137

fat be ,sa ne geth al-a-boute : bote on be feste-daie, i-wis.

II So bi-feol In one time : fat fe se hire with-drouj > MB. Un w. hir.

In fe feste-daije of fulke stude : and folk fare wende In 1-novj : 140

So fat a womman grete with childe : cam In atfen ende,

And nas noujt so swift ase ofere weren : a-jeinward forto wende :

fe .se. for-closede hire sone : and heo bi-lefte with-Inne ;

heo floterede fare in loyte reste : and in wel feble wunne. 144



304 8T. MICHAEL KEEPS A WOMAN AND CHILD ALIVE IN THE SEA FOR

A TEAR. HE FIGHTS LUCIFER, WHO FELL FROM HEAVEN TO HELL.

So pat heo bi-lefte pare : In wonder cas I-nov$,

For-to it was on opur jer : fat pe .se. hire with-drouj ;

And hadde child pare In pe .so. : and at )>e jcre-i ende

hoi and sound with hire childe : pudere heo gan i-wiende— [foi. uq 148

I-saued heo was in pe deope .se. : poruj pe grace of seint Michel.

For-sope, nis noupe no man aliue : fat hire coupe habbe i-wust so wel,

Ne so hire i-fed and hire child : pat ne costnede noujt a stravj :

For pei heo hadde fisch and drinke : je wuten wel it was ravj. 152

And so to floteri in pe grete .se ! : wounder, pat heo nadde i-beo ded.

Seint Michel was a guod wardein : jwane we habbeth al i-sed j

Icholde ech man me hadde ane peny i-jyue : pat no coupe noujt witen

hire so I

Atpe feste-day at pe hid of Toumbe : pis dede was i-do.— 156

pe hul of Toumbe he is i-cleoped : for he is sumdel1 nare ' ms. ioihw

And long, ase Man may i-soo : ane Mannes burieles fare

pat mannes bodi is Inne I-leid : jwane huy beoth here dede ;

Also pilke hul is long : and noujt wel large In brede. 160

And pat is, ase pe .se. hnth i-bete : faste on eipur side

And hath pat sond a-rerd up on heij : pat men mouwen i-seo wel wide,

And par-of Iniakct ane hul : narv and long i-wis ; ,

More pane four hondret fet : pe hul so heij is.— 164

MEn synguez a-Mijheles-masse-day : In holie churche also

Of one bataile pat seint Mijhel : with a dragun scholde do :

pat was pe lupere lucifer : po he was1 is felawe « •».p»tw»

And sumdel is souerein : for-to he gan mis-drawe, 168

Ake po he pat Aungel was : poruj is wicke pruyte

Bi-cam to a luper feond— : he bi-jat pare-with luyte 1

he feol out of is heije scge : pat he ches a-mis,

To pe deope putte of helle : pare is wonijngue is. 172

fram pe hexte stude pat is : with one swenge he cam

To pe lowest© stude, i-wis— : ane wonder wei he nam 1

Nov sori beo he 1 jwat was himl : jwi ferde pe schrewe so 1

he pleyde with pe fallingue tourn : so wel he coupe Line do, 176

Iaumbe leue he cam swengo : Into hollo grounde.

A muregore In he hadde bi-fore : pat worse pare he founde 1

A wonder sweng, me pinches, he made 1 : his bijete was ful luyte;



of lucifer's and his fellows' fall, where less sinful 305

rebel-anoels are. of the ten orders of angels.

lie may corsi euere-more : his mis-farinde pniyto. 180

for al-so sono as ore louerd I-maud : heouene and eorfo and helle,

he makede him furst and is felawes : ase ich ov mai here telle.

And he ase-sone ase he was imaud : he bi-gan to smite in pruyte :

Al-so heij ase ore louerd he wolde beo : he bi-jat fare- with wel layte.

Manie heolden fasto with him : and noujt alle of one lore : 185

And1 manie likeJen wel is dedene : some lasso and some more, ' at m.

Some ferden ase huy ne rotten : nofer of on .ne of oJ>ur. 187

pare ne bi-lefte in heouene non of heom : ne heore maister nofer.

Seint Mijhel was maister to driuen heom : out of heuene a-doun :

fat was fe bataylo fat he made : with fe lufere dragoun.

fe maister-dragoun lucifer : and is rijte felawes ech-on [> foi mb]

fat faste heolden with is pruyte : he drof heom to helle anon. 192

Ake huy fat heolden sumdel with him : and nou^t fulliche so faste,1

Out of heouene he drof heom : and In-to fe lofte heom caste,

Al here bi-nefe toward fe eorfe : fare mest tempeste is :

And fare heo schullen in tempest and1 in pine beo : to fe daye of

dome, i-wis; > intindoiom. 196

And ase hore gult fe more was : heore pine was1 al-so, • oi. i.

fe worse stude heom [was] i-take : heore penaunce for-to do.

Ake to helle huy ne schullen noujt : are domes-day i-wende ;

Ak faro huy schullen after-ward : bi-Ieue with-outen ende. 200

Ofure fare weren'fat for heom1 : sumdel in mis-foujte weren, >r.kia

Ake natheles huy heolden betere with god : and* vnnefe fur-bere :

fulke wenden out of heouene al-so : and a-boue fe ofure beoth, • «j. ••

An hei} onder fe firmament : and godcs wille i-scoth, 204

And so schullen sumdel in pine beo : a-non to fe worldes ende,

Ake huy schullen at domes-day : a-jein to heouene wende.

In eorthfcliche parays : some beoth jeot al-so,

And iu ofur studes on eorfe : heore penaunce for-to do.— 208

For heore defaute in heouene : f01113 ore louerdes grace

Man was formest on eorfe i-wroujt : to fulfulle fulke place.

1T For ten ordres of Aungles : fare weren i-makede f0,

And fe teofe ordre ful a-doun : In-to pine and wo : 212

And jeot fare beot ordres Nyne : and fare-fore man is i-wroujt,

To fulfulle fe teofe ordre : fat was out of heouene i-broujt

LEOESDS OF SAINTS. X



306 GOOD AND EVIL ANGELS CAUSE DREAMS, AND THE NIGHT-MARE. EVIL

ONES BEGET OFFSPRING ON WOMEN J AND AS WOMEN, LIE WITH MEN.

SOno so man was i-wroujt : sunne ho bi-gan to do

And fur-gulte fe murie Ioie : pat he was i-maket to : 216

In helle he was with lucifer : and with ofure lufere fode,

For-to ore louerd it boujte : In flesch and in blodo.

fe latere gostes heoth a-boute : with hcoro lufere pouwer

To bi-traye wrechche men : and bringue into heore paunter ; 220

And fe guode beoth al-so a-boute : with power fat heore is

For-to witien men fram sunne : fat huy ne wurchen a-rais.

Bofe fe lufere and fe guode : a-lijteth ofto a-doun

And to men in horo slepe comieth : ase In a visioun,--- 224

And scheowieth in metingue : mani a wounder dede,

Jje guode of guode fingues : and fe lufere euere of quede,

And deriez men in heore slep : and bodieth seoruwo and care,

And ofte huy oucr-liggez [men] : and1 men cleopiet J>e nijt-mare— 228

For fat is al heore delist : 3wane huy mowen don men wo. »«/.)>«

Ase feoues huy cheoseth fe nijt : a-bouto to floo and go.

Meat huy greuieth Belie men : jwane huy liggez uprijt ;

heuie huy liggez on heom i-nov : nere heom eroro so lijjt : 232

huy liggez ase an heui stok : fat wolde ane Man a-stoffe,

fat he ne may him wawie fot ne hond : ne vnncfcs ani-fing pone.

1T Dafeheit a swuch lufer Caumbcrleyn : fat a-wakez men so sore,

And god him jiue sorowe I-nouj : and euoro so leng fe more, 236

And alio fat louiez is compaygnie I : for he nas ncuoro hende.

3if ani man him louez wel : ore louerd hyno him sonde.— [M. ms]

f0 schrewene wolloz also ofte : mankun to bi-traije,

A-lijte a-doun in mannes forme : bi nijte and bi daye, 240

And liggez ofte bi wommen : ase huy weren of flesch and of blode—

Ake fulke bi-joto fat huy bi-jitoz : nouere ne cometh to guode.

And ofte in fourme of womman : a-day and eke a-ny^t

huy latez men ligge heom bi : and bi-trayez heom oujt-rijt— 244

for huy wutez wel jwuche Voz fe men : fat to folio habbeth willc :

Al-one in some deerne stude : huy stondez fanne wel stillo,

And Mani fol heom lijth so bi : In wodes and in mede.

Ake fare nis non fat deth so : fat huy ne acoricz f0 dede : 248

heore membres to-swellez sone : and some a-scapieth onnefe,

And some for-dwynec al awei : for-to huy boon i-broujt to defe;



OUTCAST ANGELS ARE ELVES, BOTH IN COUNTRY AND TOWN. CHRIST 307

BOUND THEM, AND THEN THEY GOT SAVAOE LIKE A TIED-UP DOG.

More wonder it is, for-so]>e : hov ani a-scapiez a-liue—

for a swife attri fing it is : to lefman ofur to wyue. 252

And ofte in fourme of wommane : In many derne weye

grcte compaygnie men i-seoth of lieora : bofo hoppie and pleije,

fat Eluono booth i-cleopedo : and ofte hco comiez to toune,

And bi daye muche in wodes heo beoth : and bi nijte ope heije dounes.

fat bcoth fe wrechche gostes : fat out of heuene weren i-iiome, 257

And manie of heom a-domesday : jcot schullen to rosto come.

Ake feo schrewene fat beoth in toune1 : bi nijte and bi dayje

fondieth with jwuche feolonie : huy mouwen most men bi-traie.— 260

For fulke tyme fat fe feond : ore furste fader i-wan ' in t «t tm.

foruj fat appel fat ho him ^td : mayster he was of man ;

he haddo faste al to him men i-bounde : fur-to ore louerd us boujte :

And for men weren so alio his : fe lasse of heom he roujte, 264

No nofing he nas ginful : ase fe schrewene noufe beoth—

for plente nis no deinte : ase we al day i-seot.

ho fierde ase doth a port-doggue : I-norischot in port-toun :

for he geth ofte in prece of Men : a-mong heom op and doun, 268

No 3cmo ne nimoth he to men : to beorken on heom noujt ene,

Ake a-mong men ho goth stille I-novj : boto ani man him bene :

Al-so fierde fo deucl fo : for mankun was al his, > oi ham

And hadde of him1 so gret plente : he ne tolde noujt far-of, iwis. 272

he nas no-fing clib to heom : for-to a-sailli heom with wouj,

Non more fane fo port-hound : fat noij men geth I-nou) ; »«inu

Ne he nis1 nofing grim to bi-gyli men : ase he was bi-fore,J •ai.m|»ia

Er fane3 ore swete louerd : of Marie was i-bore. « o/.siM* 276

Hadde he i-beo swuch bi-fore : ase he was er* i-wis, «aj.h«l> •!»>•

Onnefe was fare ani Man : fat ne hadde i-beon al his.

Ake ore louerd after is defe : In harde loggo him broujte

And teide fane schrewe faste Inovj : and dafehcit fat hit of-foujte 1

A teie doggue is clib I-nov : jwane man comez In is sijte, 281

And grennez and beorkez faste I-nov : and drau3t.l1 with al is mijte ;

Ake jif ani man cometh so neij : fat he sette on him is toth, [foi. iss t>.]

for-sofe he bitez sore I-novj : ase all[e] swuche doth ; 284

he is clibbest op-on heom : fat arriet him with ston :

Ake ncij no man ne may he come : bote fat to neij him wollez gon.

x s



308 THE DEVIL, BOUND, BARKS AT, AND BITES MEN AS A T1ED-UP DOO

DOES. NAMES OF THB DEVIL'S FINGERS, WHEREWITH HE TEMPTS MEN.

Noufe late, sethfe he was iteid : fe deuel faroz al-so :

he beorkez and grennez toward Men : nke he no may hcom

noujt do ; ' »». tst-tao at. on. 286

In is owene wrathfo he brennez : him-sulf he doth meat wo,

Ake he ne mai no man a-reche : bote ho-ao wole allingues to him go.1

And jwano ani Man cometh him so 11C13 : fat he mouwe him a-reche,

Bite he wole harde I-nov3 : and is lessun him teche, 292

)3at, bote he tuyrno to amendement : and take to godes leche

And of preoste beo wel i-schriue : him worth i-don gret wreche.

% Hardest fe deuel bitez fe men : jwane ani comcz him to

Of heom fat arreden him er : and guodnesse habbez i-do— 296

for fare-with Men him arrieth mest— : and jvuch so him wole with

draw©

And comcz so neij fat he him mouwe a-reche : he cachchez him wel

fawe

And opon is pouwer harde bit— : his bitingues booth wel ille.

he ne may no man, ase 36 i-seolii : taken a-jein is wille, 300

Nonmore fane a tei3 doggue : fat is in strongue teije.

And jwanc he ne may a-reche Men : ful wide he cast is ei}©

Jif he may ani man i-seo : fat toward him wole drawe;

he bi-guynnez a-non for-to tolli him : ase man doth his felawe— 304

for jwane a man ne mai : his felawe bringue him nere,

with is hond he tollez him : ase man fat seith " Ich am here."

H fe Deuel tollez with is hond : ase wel as doth a man,

And fif fingres fare-on he hath : fat he wel bi-sette can. 30S

Ech of is fingres hath is name : ase we cleopiez ovre al-so.

fe leste hatte "luttle man " : for he is lest fere-to.

fe nexte finguer hatte "leche" : for 3 wane fe leche makez ou3t,

with fat finguer he wole hit tasti : yi it is a-rijt i-wrou3t. 312

H " Longueman " hatte fe midleste : for he lenguest is.

fe feorfe finguer hatte " techere " : for fere-with men techez i-wis,

Ase a man fat seith " lo he fere : of 3 warn we speken er longue."

for mannes foumbe strenguest is : fare-fore he hatte " fe strongue."

fanne hatte fe leste luttle man : and fe nexte hatte leche, 317

And sethf© fat ofur longueman : fe techaro for he doth [teche],

Strongue is fe foumbe I-cleoped : fou wost wel 3wy it is :



nOW THE DEVIL, WITH HIS LITTLE AND BIO FINGERS, TEMPTS 309

MUX TO SIN. HE STARTS WITH HIS LITTLE FINGER.

boos fif fingres be deuel hath : and hcoro names, i-wis. 320

bare-with he tollez men to him : jwaune men stondez feor a-to

And with fol boujt toward him lokiez : and nutez jwat he wollez do,

And heore Inwit Jicom seith : fat swybe grct sunne it were,

And grete wille hny habbez ber-to : jif buy dorston for fere. 324

f be deuel stant and wolde fain : henten heom bi be polle :

with "luttle man," is leste finguer : he bi-guynneth heom furst to tolle

And scilli, " jware-of art bou of-drad? : a luyte sunne it is"—

lie makez be sunne luyte Inovj : for bo finguer is luyte, i-wis.1 328

Jif ho ne may with is hiytel finguer : ane man to sunne teche,

with h fclawe he tolluth next : bat men cleopieth " leche," c1 w. im]

And spit, " je, god is lechc guod : and ful of milce and ore,

he wole wel hole and fnr-jiue : bei be sunne were wcl more ; 332

he nis noujt so wrechful ase men weneth : he hath be deore a-bonjt;

wel more sunne he wole fur-jyuen : bare-fore ne dred J>e noujt."

And bote he mouwe bare-with i-winne : he pult forth is felawe,

be "longue finguer," J>a*. sit him next— : bat alle weren huy to-

drawe !— 336

And seith, " man, J>ov art jung I-nov : bou inijt libben jeot wel longne

And bine sunnes bieten wcl : bei huy weren ten so strongue.

Scholdestov noube bine wille letc : jwat scholde bi jungne blod 1

)>ou mijt libbe longue I-novj : and a-meudi al bi mod." 340

Bote he1 mouwe jeot makie man : bare-with don amis, »iis. y

he tollez him with be " techare " : bat is nexte felawe is,

And seith, " lo fere pilke preost : and bilke knyjt al-so

And bilke person, and manie obure : bat more sunne habbez i-do, 344

And n.itheloa huy beoth guode men : and guod lijf ledez i-nouj.

bilke man nas neuere I-boro : bat obur-jwile ne dude sum wouj.

•Seint powel with is owene bond : Manie men he slovj,

And be Marie Maudeleine : bat1 to lecherie drov}, 'atom. 348

Seint peter bries in one njjjt : for-sok ore louerd al-so ;

And al-so loke bis obur helewe : jwat sunne huy habbez i-do :

Ake bei huy beoth In heouene noube : ne worst bou neuere so heije.

Wore sunne bane bou wolt do : bov mijt biete, are J>ou deije : 352

bou woldest beo holiore bane ani man. : bi-holt be al-a-bouto :

A misdede wolo beo sone ibet. : jware-of hast J>ou doute 1 "



310 HOW THE DEVIL, WITH HIS FINGERS, ENTICES MEN TO BIN-

HOW TO RESIST THE DEVIL'S TEMPTATIONS.

3if lie ne may with is tcchuro : maken is wci roume,

with is " strongue " ho tollez fanno : with is schrewo foume, 356

And seith, "Jot art strong i-nov : more sunnc to bicte; >otiTT more.

voidest Jiou bi-leue so muric fing 1 : pencil fat it is swete,1

And biet fine sunncs aftur-ward : for fe no faillez strenfo non ;

And wel ficblore fane fou art : ofto wolleth mis-don 360

And setlife doth heore penaunce : ako natheles noujt wel strongue,

For ore louerd is eucre 3are : sunful Man to fongue."

In fis manere fe lufere schrewe : jwane he vuderjit oujt

fat men lokiez touward him : and sumdel chaungiez heore foujt, 3G4

he tollez lieom euere ner and ner : with is fingres a-rewe.

Noufe lufer frift on al is hond : for euere he was a schrewe ! 366

Dafeit fat sori wolde beo : fei he were al-to-hewe !

For he bringuez to sunne mani on : and to amendemont wel fewe.

Jjare-fore fencliez, jwane he wole : eou to sunne puyte

And with is fingres tollez eov : and seiz fe sunne is luyte 370

And fat ore louerd is guod leche and milsful : and fat fou schalt libbe

longue

And fat ofure sunegiez more : fat ne beoth noujt so strongue : 372

A-non so 30 fencliez switch a foujt : bi-fencliez ov fer-to [foi. im fc]

hou fe schrewe tollez eov : and with wuch finguer al-so :

Seggez him fat he lyjth loude : ho-so it dorste him telle,

Saue fat he is maister : in fe deope putto of hello ; 376

Jjat god holde him is dignete : and is grete maistrie

For-to sum riclio man jiue al is guod : to bi-nimeu him is baylie.

For-sofe, he deoth vuele I-nouvj : fat comcz in his tollingue : 379

He wole him bringue euere ner ant nor : In deoppore suncguyngue,

Atenende In-to fe putto of helle : fare euere he worth fur-lore,

fat onnefe him worth fe grace : to with-drawen him bi-fore.—

fei we ne mouwon noujt fe feondes i-seo : a-mong us huy beoth wel

ficke ;

And fei huy ovte of helle beon : heore pinene beoth strongue and

wicke. 381

For huy fares ase doth fe man : fat in ane hache1 of fe fcueres is :

Beo he in house ofur in fielde : is brenningue i-last, i-wis ; '•'■««•

Feor and neor he may go : ako euere i-last is pine.
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NIGHT. OF THE EIGHT FIRMAMENTS AND THE SEVEN PLANETS.

Ilit is bi jw Deouelo hero : al-so and bi is hyno : 388

For J>ei buy ovto of hello bcon : buy ne scbullen noujt so at-route

fat buy fe brenningue of helle : with hcom ne bercth a-boute.—

"UE ri3te put of helle ia : a-midde fe eorfe with-Inne, 46

J fat ore loucrd it made i-wis : fat quoynte was of ginne. 392

hcoucne and coife ho made furst : and soothe alle f ing fat is.

fo Eorfe nis bote a luytol hurst : a-jcin fo rijte heoucne, i-wis.

Hcoucne geth al-a-boute fe eorfe : euene it mot wcyje ;

A-midde rijt heouone fe eorfo is : ase Jie streon a-midde Jio Eyje. 396

Muche is )>at on fanno more fane )>at ofur : for fo leste stcorre is

In lieoucnc, aso fo bok us tellez : [more] faue al fe eorfe, i-wis.

For lio-so were an heij bi ane steorre : jif it so niijte beo,

So luyte wolde fo eorjie finche : fat vnnefe ho scholde it oujt i-soo.

fo licouene geth ene a-boute : foruj daije and foruj nyjt ; 401

fo Mono and Jib steorrene with him hoo berth : and fe sonne fat is

80 brijt :

For fat is euene a-boue fin heued : rijt atj>e nones stounde,

Ounder fine fet euene it is : at midnijt onder fo grounde, 404

And cometh up jwane fo son no a- rist : and [o]uer fo is at none;

lieo makez cucne fus hire cours : and comcz a-boute wel sone.

Ase an Appel fc eorfe is round : so fat ouere-mo

half fe eorfe fe sonne bi-schineth : hov-so it euere go, 408

And Noon it is bi-nethen us : jwano it is here mid-nijt;

Aso man may fe sofe i-sco : ho-so hauez guod In-sijt :

Ase jif for hcolde ane clere candele : bi-side an Appel rijt,

F.ucne half fe Appel : heo wolde jiuen hire lijjt. 412

Eljtc firinamonz fare booth : swuche ase we i-seoth.

fe Ouemeste is fe ri3tte heouene : in jwan fe steorrene beoth—

for godes riche is fare a-boue : fat last with-outen ende;

farto we beoth i-maked— : god leue us fudero i-wende. 416

IT fare-bi-neofe beoth seoue firmamonz : fat euorech of heom, i-wis,

One steorre hath with-oute mo : fat planete i-cleoped is. CM. w]

Ichulle nemmen heore seoue names : and formest bi-guynne liext :

Saturnus is al a-boue : and Iupiter sethfe next, 420

fanne Mars bi-neofen him : and sethfe fe sonne is,

"onus sethfe, fe clere steorre : Mercurius fanne, i-wis,
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fat wcl sclden is of us i-seije : J>e Mono is next fo grounde.

foruj gret wit of clergie : heore names weren furst bi-founde : 424

for cuerech of feos seouene mouwen : gret wonder on eoife do,

bo)>e of wederes and of fruyt : ase heore power jif fare-to. > r. mmp>tbnui

And al-so man,1 jwane he is i-bore : onder heore power, i-wis,

Schullen habbe diuers lijf : euere ase heore vertue is : 428

Some lechours, some glotones : and some of ofur manere.

And natheles a man of guod Inwit : of alio he may him skere :

for fe planetes ne doth non ofur : bote jiuez iu mannes wille,

To beon lufur ofur guod : ase heore uertue wole to tille, 432

And jiucn'him al-so qualite : to don so and so; > ,. ,i„,

Ake noujt-for-fan after is inwit : ech wys man may do :

for swuch qualite no man ne hath : to beon lechor ofur sell rewe,

J> it he Jiaro-witli ne may him wite— : ake natheles so doth fewe. 436

Of fe seoue planetes al-so guod : heore power je i-seoth,

for fo seoue Dawes in }>e wyke : fare-aftur I-nemde beoth :

Of Saturnus so is eatur-day : and sonen-day of J>e sonne,

And of }>o Mono Monen-day : jif 30 wel rikeni konne ; 440

Of one planete euerech day : In fe wike i-cleoped is,

On englisch ofur latyn : bote 30 telle a-mis.

And for mars and saturnus : In heore power lufere beoth

And luyte guod on eorfe doth : ase fis clerkes i-seoth, 444

fare-fore Men schonicz muche : fono satur-day bi-guynne,

And fene tywesday, euerech [were] l : to guodo ende it forto Wynne.

Among alle fe planetes : fe sonne a-midde heom is ■ •»■

Ase is fe kyng a-Middo is men : to conseili heom i-wis : 448

Al-so J>e sonne, fat heo mouwe : schyno a-boute echo-on :

for alle habbez lijjt of hire : and with-oute hire noujt on.

Ase man may bi fe Mono i-seo : fe jwy lo heo is neowe ri^t :

A luyte rondel ase a sikel : Men seoth far-on lijt, 452

And al fat ofur del with-Inne : swife blak as a rauon1 it is.

Itijt so blac is al fe mone : of hire-sulf, i-wis, >w*r.coUMnurgii.

Bote fare ase fe sonne schynez : fat hire lijt jif hire al

And Makez hire schyne a-boute : brijtore fane ani crista!. 456

for jwanne fe sonne schynez on crista! : ofur in watere cler,

A gret leome it }tf out a-jein : and schynez fcor and ner :
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Al-80 farcth fe Mone, i-wis : fe sonne schyncz douo ri)t

Euene on hire ami heo ajein : and a-mong us sent hire lijt. 460

And for J)e sonne is feor a-bouo : rijt at-fore J)e prime,

bi-neofen hire fe Mone is euene : and )>e Sonne schyne[z] bi-tyme

Al In fe ouere side of (le Mono : and hider-ward nowijt : [ft*, in fcj

fanne ne seo we noujt of hire : ne heo ne jifth no lijt. 464

So fat J>e soune bi-fore geth : luyte and luytc, i-wis,

And schynoth on Jo hiderore half : on fuilke fat ner him is :

Heo makez fe Mone wexe so : luyte and luyte bi stounde,

So fat fe Mone is hcijful : jwane fe Sonne gcth to groundo. 468

fe Mone bi-gynnez bi este a-rise : euene a-jen hire rijt^'rijtoBUwnuisin.

fat in fulke half to-ward us : fe Sonne sent hire lijjt :

fanne is fe ouere half deork : and fe hiderore half al brijt

And sent hire leome hidere to us : and schinez al fe nijt. 472

So fat heo drauth hire1 feor fe sonne : and luyte and luyte is blak,*

And euere is cler toward fe sonne : and fat ofur del is blak ;

And ate laste toward us is al blac : atfe monfes ende \ 2.^uJ*rgiD'

And cler a-boue ase is fo sonne : fat to hire lijt deth sonde. 476

So fat fe sonne in fe haluendele : schinez euere-mo,

Jwat a-boue and jwat bi-neofe : hov-so hit euere go—

Ase man may i-seo bi ane candele : fat is bi-side ane balle,

fat jifth lijt on fat haluendel : hov-so it euere falle. 480

And jwane fe sonne is onder fe corfe : and fe Mone a-boue a-nyjt,

bi-side fe eorfe in fat on half : jeot fe sonne sent hire li)t.—

U An hundret sife and liue and sixti : ase it is i-write,

fe sonne is more fane fe eorfe : ho-so it wole i-wite ; 484

And fe eorfe is more fane fe Mone : nye sife, i-wis.

fe Mone finchez wel fe more : for heo so neij us is.

fe sonne is herre fane fe Mone : More fane schwche f reo

fane it beo heonnes to fe Mone— : fe lasse heo is to seo. 488

Muche is bi-twene heouene and eorfe : for fe man fat mijte go

euereche daye fourty mile : and jeot sumdel mo,

He ne scholde noujt to fe hexte heouene : fat $e alday i-seoth,

comen in eijte fousende ;er : fere ase fe steorrene beoth ; 492

And fei adam, ore furste fader : hadde bi-gonne a-non

fo fat he was furst i-mad : and toward fo heouene i-gon
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And hadde echo daie i'ourti mile : eueno oprijt i-go, 495

he ne hadde noujt jcot to heuene i-como : bi .1 pousendo mile and mo.

Sikere je beon isegge jeov soth : I-leuo ho-so i-lcuo— > ms. of «ccii« of Oc.d.e

hor schulle we pat comiez so late : after Adam and cue t

Ake jwane a man is on eorpo ded : and is soule beo guod,

heo nath with hire non heuinesse : of ilesche1 ne of blod : 500

Jif heo is Jeanne with-oute sunne : heo hath Aungle3 cuynde

And mai beo noupe here and per : ase quik ase mannes niuynde.

for ase 30 I-seoth po lijtinguc : out of pe cloudene i-wende 503

pat comieth of pat on half of po world : and al-so sone in J>e ojiur ende,

wel smart-loker schcot ane mannes soule : 30 more pano swuche seuene,

Jif heo is oute of sunne : pone rijte wei into licouene.

Ake wel sonero ho may to helle come— : fare-fore it is i-sene

pat wel mo to helle wendez : 3c ich drede swuche tone. 508

BI-neo]>o )>e loweste heuene : fat pe mone is on i-broujt, {m. m]

so beoth pe foure Elcmcnz : of 3wan we booth i-wrou3t.

Next pe Mone pat fuyr is hext— : ech-one huy beoth rounde—

pe cir is paane next bi-neothe : and tillez rijt m pc grounde, 512

Sethpe is watur, and sethpe pe eorpe— : peos booth foure, i-wis ;

of 3wan man and eche quic ping : for-sope I-makcd is.

Ore louord in ech-on of pis foure : al dai schoweth is n^te,

Ase 30 mowe in pe stude of fuyre : I-seo a wonder si'3te, 516

Scheote as pei it a steorre wore : bi pe lofte an hcij,

Ake pe steorrene booth feorre a-boue : for pat is sumdel neij.

pe Sonne may here a-mong us : grot strencpe and mijte do :

heo drauth up pe kuynde of pe watere : and of pe eorpe al-so, 520

he drauth up of1 pe eorpe in druye wedere : nse it were a druye brctb,

So pat poru3 hete of pe sonne : a-boue* pe eir it geth, J Jli'.iEouu

And 3wane it comez a-mong pe fuyre : sone it bi-gynnez forto tiendo

And al berninde it schcot forth : pat hit beo i-bar[n]d to ende. 524

pare-fore men ne i-seoth no swuch ping : bote it beo in hete.

U I^tingue comez al-so pare-of : 3 wane it comez to wete :

for al pat ilka druye broth : pat is so i-drawe an hoij

poni3 hete pat was bi-fore : and a cloude pat1 pare was1 nei3, 528

A-non so it is a-fuyre : it scheot poru3 pe cloude, ' «'.ora. *«f.u

And pe jwile it is in pe watere : it gopeleth swype loude.
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A8e jif a man nome ane sclabbe of Ire : pat glowynde were a-fuyre

And pulte in watere, it wolde gopeli loude : J>at men mijten Toon

it fcor i-huyro. 532

Al-so fat fuyr up an heij : pat bi ]>o cloude is i-tend;

liit gopelez in J>e watero loude : as it poruj-out I-went—

And J>at is pe pondre, i-wis : and siker non opur ping ;

And jwane pat fuyr scheot poruj-out : pat is pe lifting, 536

And pat scheot a-brod poru al pe world— : pat comez aftur pe dunte ;

And nathelcs it pinchcz bi-foro : for it ne may noujwere at-stunte.

Jif here were an heij stepcl : and a man a-bouo sete 539

And men i-seijen him smiten al an lieij : guode duntes and grete,

pou mijtcst him seo wel longue smite : pe duntes with pine ei^e

Aro pov sclioldest peno dunt i-heore : jif he were oujt hei3e—

for man mai i-seo wel feor a ping : a-non so it is ido, 543

Jif pare nis no-ping bi-tweone : ake man ne may noujt i-heore so.

3wane pat fuyr comez into pe jwater : gret noyso a-non pare is,

Ake men ne heorez it noujt a-non : for it is so feor, i-wis; 546

1T pe li^tingue we i-seoth a-non : 3wane it is poruj i-broujt—

{•are-fore men pinchez it comez bi-foro : bote nathelcs it ne doth nou?t :

for jwano pe lijtingue is i-como : A-non we habbez pe sijte,

Alio pet sovn ne may noujt : so sono a-doun to us a-lijtc.—

Xovpe nis pe druyje breth of eorpe : neuere with-oute bote

Iilrawe up, pat comez bi-fore : ne a-queint with-oute wete : 552

pirc-forc bote after hete : man ne schal no pondrc i-seo,

And pat pe wedcr smite in wete : for non-opur ne mai it bco.

So pat man schal in puyr somer : selde pondro i-huyre : ltd. 13s bj

For per is panne selde wete : to maken quenchingue of fuyre ; 556

Ne in puyr winter no-pe-mo : for panne nis non hete

To drawo up pe droujpo of pe eorpe : for pe mucbele wete.

pare-fore Men seggez pat wynter-pondre : selde man schal guod i-seo,

For he ne may neuere come : bote pat weder onkuynde beo. 560

Ake bi-tweone somer and wynter : ase in Auoril and may,

And eft-sono fram heruest : forto seint Clementes day,

pnnne is pe pondro kuynde Inov : and lijtinguo al-so :

For panne is pat weder wet : and ofte hot par-to.— 564

3« mouwen axi, 3wane it1 pundre is : I-meingt of fuyr in wete, ••«.«■.
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hov is fat hit a-quellez men : ofte bi weye and strete,

And smit a-doun wel grcto treon : and deth wel mani a wonder 1

fare-fore ich mot eov more telle : of kuyndo of fe fonder. 568

"KO ore louerd folede on corfo deth : and bond fono dcucl for man

* A[n]d debruysde helle-jates : with fondro f udere he cam.

)>are-fore euereft Aftur-ward : jware-so fe deouelene beo, 571

Of fomlre huy booth so sore a-fcrd : fat huy nutez jwoduro to fleo ;

And huy fat woniez in fe lufte : and ofuro ase wel so lico,

In strongue fere comicth a-doun : and nutez jwodere teo,

And huy slez men bi fe wcie : ase man may ofle I-seo—

fat muche fere god heom jyue : and no-fo worse us ne beo ! 576

In ofur manere fare coniez jeot harm : of fe fondre a-mong :

For fare ase fat weder is : fe tempeste is ful strong,

Of wynd, . of watur, . and of fuyr : fat fei fare wero1 fere «Ms.wtr«

A Mulleston, he scholde al-to-driue : fei he of molten bras were. 580

Jwane fe tempeste is fare so strong : me finchez, it nis no wonder

fei fare come leome ofte a doun : with fe dunte of fe fonder ;

Jwane fe wynd and fat fuyr smiteth : foruj fc watur-cloude, 583

with swyfe grcte strencfe it lijt a-doun : ase man mai i-huyre loude,

And smit ase it were a dunt : ofur blast of grete mijte—

No wonder fei it smite harde : jwanc it so deth a-lijte—

And brekez treon and quellez men : and deth gret ofur wonder.

In fis manere comez fe harm : fat men i-seoth of fe fonder. 588

Men I-seoth ofte lijtingue : brenne hous and schrenche,

fat vnnefe mai ani watur : fat fuyr farof a-queenche ;—

For of fe watur-cloude a-boue : fat fuyr is out i-brou3t 591

And for it out of fe watero comez : fiat fuyr nole quenche noujt.—

Noufe mouwe 30 Axi in jwuche manere : jwater comez so heije,

And jwarof comez rein and snovj : fat je i-seoth with eijo.

% fe sonne, fat is al maister here : sent a-doun hire bote

And makez fe wateres brefi up-rijt : as fei huy scholden swete, 596

Bofe fe .sees, an ferchso wateres : and draujth op so fane broth,

So fat a-boue in f0 lufte : filke mist euene gelh.

Novfe is fare uppe in fe lufte : a swyfe cold etude, i-wis,

For bi-tweone heoue and eorfe : so cold non fare nis, [m. u»J 600

fare ase fe blake cloudene booth : and ofur wederes al-so—
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hit nis up-i^t fram fie eorfe : lx>te Ane mile ofur two.

Jwane fe sonne hath fudere i-drawe : feno mist for hete, ri«nk.

It ne may no feor for fe colde : ake bi-cometh al to wete,' C04

And gaderez fare to one watiir-cloude : and houeth Jiare ane stoundo,

For-to fo tyme come fat it Ryne : and droppinde falle to grounde.

Jif it is cold up an lieij : j>e dropen bi-cometh to snowe, 607 nu.

And fanne1 buy freosez adoneward : are buy comen here oujt lowe ;

And 3i£ it is foru3-out cold : fat buy alles i-frozen beo, i J{;*,' Oraado.

jjanne it is haul puyr : ase je mouwen al day i-seo.

1T J>e breth of fe watere fat j>e sonne : draujtli op a-jein eue,

'wane fe sonne is to grounde i-go : it ne may 110113 1 bi-leue, 612

And jwane no-]>ing ne halt it up : and )>e hete is al i-do,

fanne it fallez softe adoun : and to dewe bi-comez rijt so, *«•■

And hangueth on leues and on gras : for-to )>e hete a-morewe come

And fe sonne luyte and luyte : it habbe eft-sone up i-nome. C1C

f fe hore-forst cometh 3 wane it is so cold : fat it freosetb a-nyjt,

And fe Dev freose a-doneward : 3wane he is a-doun a-lijt.

f Jif fe Dev3 is al-so up i-drawe : and a-doneward i-falle al-so

And fare come a ficke myst : and a cold forst for-to, 620

fanne freost fe ficke Myst : and cleouez an hei'3 on fe treo :

And farof comez fe Rym-forst : ase filke Mist deth llco ;

lie cleouez on hegges al a-bovte : and In fe wodes al-so,

On treo, on stones, on bestes al-so : fare it may cleouien to— 624

I-cliot wel, on mi fore-top : it hauez wel ofte i-do—. • ms. muwra mnm

In fis manere1 30 mowen i-seo : fe kuynde of reyne and snowe,

Of hawel ., of 8110V31 ., of Rym-forst : of hore-forst fat freost lowe,

Of cloudene and of Mist al-so— : for al 0 fing it is : >r.d» 623

For alle huy comiez of water-breth : fat fe sonne diaujth up, i-wis.—

"VTOvfo is watur here on eorfe : wel more fane fe londe :

■L 1 For sum o see, with-oute mo : is more, icb onder-stonde.

For fe gret . se . of occean : In fe on ende, i-wis, 632

Is more fane al fe eorfe beo : and gret wonder it is.1 1 r.nu

Fur a-boute al fe eorfe beo geth : and brod heo is fare-to,

Ase fe 3wy te of fe Eye goth a-boute fe 3eolke : and more is al-so.

Fch ofur . se . a-mong us here : ne beo heo so gret non, 636

Nis bote a lime of fulke se : and fudere In huy goth ccli-011.
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11 "Wellene comiez of grate wateres : and muclio del of J>e so

foruj veyncs al vndcr corjto : and to Jo so wendez aje.

For faro beoz ase it veynene weren : ondor eorfe mani on, 640

fat sikeniez out of ])e se : and farof springueth fis wellene ech-on ;

And fare-f01U3 eomth fat watur faste : a-boute fram fe se,

And fare-ate wellen springuth out : and eft eorneth In aje.

So fat for alle fe grate wateres : fat to fe so goth echon 644

Vnne[fe] is fe se eni-fing fe more : ake euere heo is bi on.

For ase swife it geth under eorfe : ase it comez in-to fe se, [fet w» b-3

And euere to wellene it geth a-brod : and eft-sone emth in aje ;

And al-so sone ase ecb watur comez : to fe se in is ende, 648

To fe grate se of occean : ase swife it deth i-wenJe.

Jjare-fore [for] alle fe wateres : fat to fe se doth gon,

fe se mot nedlingus beo : euerc-moro bi on.

fat heo flowez and ebbez : and wexet In a frowe, 652

fat is foruj kuynde of fe mono : and rijt nonjt foruj hire owe.

b "WE eorfe a-midde fe grete se : ase a luy[te] bal is round,

■* And puyr helle a-midde fe eorfe : ho-so sou3to feno ground.

And jeot ase gret ase fe eorfe finchez : and ase luyte ase heo is, 656

fare nis bote fat scouenfc del : fat Men woniez on, i-wis.

For In fe north side hero : ho-so lie nele,

For it is feor fram fc sonno : no Man ne wonez for chele,

Ne In fe south half nofc-mo : for fe grate hete 660

Of fe sonne fat is a-boue— : fe leomene beoth so grate1 ; > •». %«u

And manie ofur studes al-so : fei men mitten wonien fare-Inne,

buy ne berez nofur corn no fruyt : Marine is mete to wynne.

And fei fe eorfe wore al to-delt : ho-so mijto bi Art, 664

3eot nis fare, to wonien Inne : onnefe fe senenfe pari—

Of fis foure elemenz : ech quic fing I-make is :

Of eorfe ., of watur ., and of fe eyr : and of fuyre, i-wis.

MAn hath of eorfe al is bodi : and of water© he hauez wete, 668

Of fe Eyr he hath broth and wind : of fuyr he hath hete.

Ech quic fing [hath] of alle fcos foure : of some more and lasse.

Ho-so bath of fe eorfe meat : he is slouj ase fe Asse,

Of fade colur, of hard huyde : boistous fourme and ded strong, 672

Of muche foujt, of luyte speche : stille groyninde and wrath long,
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Of SI0U3 wreche and Aruj mouth1 : fast, and lotli to gyue guod,

Sone old and noujt willcsfol : stable and studefast of mod. > at fci»w*t

Ho-so hath of pe watere mest : he schal beo jwit and fat al-eo, 676

Of nescho her and no-ping crips : gret slepare and slovj par-to,

Snvuelindo noso and wet mouth : of fewe wordes : and luyte drinke,

Of schorto wrathpe and de-bonore : Arvj.1and luyte luste swinke.

•J lie-so haueth of po eir mest : he is of guod colour, 680

Fat and of nesche her : wel large and gret lechour,

I^Indo and of glad somblaunt : and somdel of pruyte ;

Habbe he mete and drinke I-novj : he carez elles luyte ;

AVrathpo he berth luytel jwyle : he wole beo ballede sone; 684

glad and blipe, and onstable : of fat he hath to done.

H ho-so hath of fuyre mest : he is srnal and red,

Opur ho is blac with cripse hero : lene and sumdel quod,

Hin Jcrful'and of bost I-novj : hardi and ofte lie, * * H"4" 688

Sweriare and of manio word : and fol of lecherie,

Proud and wemod, and drinkare : and in wTatlipe al-mest wod,

Ilardi and 1 13 1 and stalewarde : and wakiarc wel guod. [foi. im]

Ake euerech of peos foure elemenz : en-tcmpriez opur, i-ms, 692

So Jiat vnnc])e In ani Man : any rijft] puyr maister is.

Ake1 jif pov nimst rijt puyr hot watur : and dost cold par-to, »«/.»••

pov mijt it makicn euene wlach : and entempri it so.—

H po ore louerd formest made man : he made him, i-wis, 696

Of ulle foure Elcmcns : ase man jeot i-mad is.

po made he J>o kuynde in eche manne : ase je mouwe i-wite,

bi-twene Man and womman : of jwan we beoth bi-jite.

A swype foul ])ing is pat sed : of 3wan Man is i-spreind; 700

hope Man and womman : to-gadere hny beoth i-meind.

Of 3wiJ3t colour it bi-lenez : ase it is i-writc,

for-to a-boute J>e twelfte day : pat it was bi-jite.

FOrmest pare keniez par-of : smalo bollene preo, 701

Ake euerech hangez faste on opur : ho-so it mi3te i-eeo.

Of pe hoxte bolle comez pat brayn : pe heorte of pane a-midde,

pe liuere, pat is nepemest : heo comez of pe pridde. » ms. iimnt

pis beoth pe preo hexte limes1 : pat formest i-kenede beoz, 708

And In heom is al one Mannes lijf : ase [30] noupe i-seoth ;
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320 HOW THE FCETUS GROWS IN A MOTHER'S WOMB, ALL THE CHILD'S

LIMBS BEING BENT UP. HOW MAN HAS THREE SOULS.

fare nis non of f ulko freo : fat hadde any wounde,

fat euereft mijto I-held boo : to libbe anie stounde.

Aftur fe twelf formeste dawes : fat fet sed hath jwijjt i-beo, 712

hit bi-comez to a ficke blod : and chaungez al is bleo.

Hit fickez to1 Nye dawes : for-to fe on and twentyfe day : > ai.K

Jaime it tornez formost to flesch : ase fo kuynde may.

Aftur eijte and twenti dawes : fourme it bi-gynnez to nyme, 716

So fat In-with fourti dawes : it haueth euerech lime,

And in lasse 3 if it is a knaue : for he is of more hete.

Jwano fe limes booth formost i-mad : huy ne beoz noujt ful grete. 719

A smal weob it bi-cluppez al-a-boute : to holden it to-gadere faste,

Fram fat hit is formest i-kened : forto hit boo i-bore atfe laste.

IT Al round it lith in fe wombe : and i-bouwed ase an hare

3wane fat heo in fourme lith : for is .In. is sumdel nare.

Al I-buyd fe leggues beoz : it nolde noujt elles feije,1 * *>■ ** 724

fe helene to fe bottokes : fe kneuwene in eifur cijo ;

fat heued is i-buid a-doneward : fe Amies al with-Inne,

fe elbouwes rijt in fe schere : fe fustus to fe chinne ;

Al i-buyd is fe rug : so fat neij round it is. 728

Man, jwar-of cometh fi pruyte 1 : for fare nis non, i-wis I

So heij fov makest fe here : and to no man fou nelt a-buye :

Loke hor crekede1 fov were fare : and noufe to no man fov nelt

a-buye (!). >r.crok«i 731

fou ne niijtest noujt fo holde up fin heued : ne enes on-do fin eije ;

Pra1 3warn cam it sethfe fe : to boron fin heued so heijo 1 > orig.frun

Jif man him wolde bi-fenche : and rijt him onder-stondo,

he scholde beo mooke, and milde of heorte : and to no man habbcn

onde.1 » vT.73*-»o/.<nn. 735

N echo manne freo soulene booth : ake noujfc alio I-liche guode,

Ase ich seide eov er of freo bollone : jif 30 it ondor-stode.

In fe Kefemeste bolle : fat fe liuere deoth of springue,

fare comez o-manere soule : at fe bi-guynningue

Ase it were a-monere lijf : fat sent norischingue 740

To fe limes al-a-boute : and bi-ginnez1 in is wexingue ; laLWnpth

So fat ane mannes norischingue : and is wexingue al-so

Of fulke furste soule comez : and of fe liuere fer-to.



OF THE THREE SOULS IN EVERY CHILD AND MAN, 321

OF WHICH THE THIRD IS IMMORTAL.

bulke manere soule is : in ech wcxinde bingue, 7H

In treon and in gras nl-so : huy ne mijtcn noujt elles springue.

boru3 vertue of bulke soulo : 3 wane it is J>er-to i-broujt

bat mannes lymes i-fourmedo beoth : bat bare ne faillez noujt,

banne comez bare In be heorte : bat be obur bolle was, 748

A soule bat bringuz bat lijf : bare it neuer er nas.

bat child is banne quick a-non : ake strencbe nath it noujt

Encs for-to wawio him : are hit beo feorrore i-broujt.

Of bulke soulo hath ech man : bat he inai wawi an gon 752

In is bi-guynninguo,1 and al is lijf : and is fif wittes ech-on.

bulke soule hath ech bing : bat vuel* may ouers-go, i 2*1 Ilw*Ijrn""

Best, . and foul, and fisch al-so : worm and obure ma ' * **"

bcos soule fat bringuez bat lijf : is ate heorte grounde : 756

bare-fore ho-so is bare i-smyte : he deijez in luyte stounde.

bcos soule comez of mannes cuynde : and be obere bi-fore al-so :

bare-fore, jwane a man deijez : huy deijez bobc-to.

3'ot bare is be bridde soule : bat al heore maister is : 760

For jwane a child hath alio is limes : [&]1 quike huy beoth, i-wis,

In be ende of be feorbe monbe : bat it was bi-jite, » om.

Obur sone bar-aftur-ward : ase we findez i-write :

"UE cuynde bat ore louerd made : and porueide al-so 764

* bo he hadde Man formest I-mad : and in parays i-do,

To myenge be kuynde of heuene : to mannes kuynde her,

And1 soule of witte and of liue : bat is Aungelene i-pier, > «*• am

heo comez fram be kuynde of Aungles : and in bis fourme a-lijt 768

And miengez with bis wrechche flescli : ase ore louerd it hath i-dijt,

And makez be kuynde bat nas er : bote ase a best onnebe

fe kuynde of aungles with him here : for-to he come to debe.

bulke soule nimth hire In : and bi-leuez, i-wis, 772

In be childes brayn an heij : bat is hexte lime is.

bulke soule i-last euere : and ne deije[z] neuere mo,

And went, jwane a man schal deije : to weole obur to wo.

Al bat man hath bi-fore a best : obur more resun can, 776

Al he it hath of bulke soule : 3 ware-boru3 he is man.

And jwane man went out of bis liue : bulke soule, i-wis,

Bi-guynnez departi fram be bodio1 : be 3wile he a-liue is, > us. mi*

LEGENDS OF SAINTS. T



322 man's two other souls die with his boot.

st. clement was born in rome. he has two twin brothers.

And wend, aae heo hauez of-serued : to Ioye ofur to pine ; 780

fe soulene J>at hire ferene weren : booth sone i-broujt to fyne.

fulke Jiat halt ane Mamies lijf : and stikez in fo heorte,

3wane heo schal with ]>e bodie [dei}e] : fat in strong Anguysche deth.

smeorte,

Jif he onder-jit bis felawe : to Ioyo fram bim i-wende, 784

fare-fore heo maketh signe of Ioye : and doth as fe biende ;

And |jwan] heo deiez with fe bodie : fair chore heo makez and softe,

And bi-lef fat bodi in swycb point : ase man may i-seon wel ofte :

fe eijene I-closede faire i-novj : fo mouth of faire chore, 788

Ech lyme al-so faire i-streijt i In guod poynt ase he were,

fe fridde soule al-so jeot : fat deiez atfen ende,

fat norischingue to al fat bodi : ant to fe limes deth sende,

he deth ane1 signe in fe bodie : jif is felawe geth to guode, » «<. «k 792

And bi-lefth fat bodi in fair hev : iwijjt ofur red of blode.

feos soulene1 deijez in a man : jwano fe bete is al i-do, > o/.wnit

fe rafur fat2 he leost is breth : and wawejlngue al-so. * at. j>e eror« »i»n

J wane huy i-seoz heoro felawe : to torment i-broujt, 790

Lufur semblaunt huy inakicz bofe : as it ne likede heom noujt,

And bi-leueth fat bodi in foule heowe : fo eijene starelnde,

And fe mouth of foul semblaunt : and ofte is1 grenninde. > •/.«n.

Swuche signes fat fereliche beoth : fat man may ofte i-seo, 800

Beoth signes fat fe wrechche soule : in lufcro weie beo.

Nov lesu crist, fat us soule jaf : graunte us fat we hire moten so

here rede

fat seint Mijhel hire mote a-fongue : and bi-fore to Ioye lede. Amen.

47 [Clement] cm. mi]

SEint Clement was I-bore at Rome : I-furn bi olde dawe.

Of fe hexte men he was i-come : fa[t] weren in fulko lawe.

his Moder hiet Macidiane : his fader Faustinian. ' uictod inter.

Twei brefren he hadde, eldore fane he : heore namen ich telle kan :

Jjat on hiet Faust, fat ofur Faustyn : twynnes bofe huy were ; 5

Fader and moder weren glade of heom : fat heom bi-jote and hero.

Swife fair womman heore Moder1 was : fe fairoste fat Men wuste ;

hire louerd heo louede treweliche— : non-ofur of heom men nuste. 8



st. Clement's mother takes his twin brothers to Athens; 323

he stats with hi8 father in rome.

For hire fair-bede hire louerdes brofer : fondede with al1 is mijte

To bringue hire in fole loue : bi daije and eke bi nyjte. ' owiim*.

Jjis guode womman was * studofast : he nolde noujt don is wille ;

Ake euere Ansuerede him fayre i-nov : and bar hire faire and stillo. 1 2

he of-sou3te hire so swife : fat no pais heo nadde. * hs. w»t

heo nust[e] jwat was hire beste red : ake sore of him heo dradde,

And foujte jif heo tolde hire louerd fore : fat he wolde boo wroth

And J>o more hatie is brofer— : Jiat were hire swife loth. 16

heo polite liou heo mijte on take : fat heo ane jwyle nere

Ovt of is sijto in ofur stude : fat heo fur-jite were. > us. i<uur

heo hire bi-fou^to of one quoyntise : fat to hires louerd heo aeide.1

A nijt In hire bed heo bi-gan to sike : ase )>ei heo of slepe a-breyde :

" A, sire," heo seide, " merci, fin ore ! : ich am in grete drede : 21

An hard metingue me hath i-mat : I-not jwat me is to rede :

Me folate fat on of ovre godes : cam here bi-foro fe

And hiet mo greif i hostifueliche : mine twei sones and me 24

And wiende with hem and wonie : feor In an o)>ur londe,

For-to ich ofur J beste hadde : of him ofur is sonde ; • ms. ojmr <•)*»

And bote jif ich sone dude so : he swor with grete ofe,

To lufere defe he wolde do : as and ore children bofe. 28

Jjare-fore, sire, bi-fench fe wel : jwat far-of fov wolt rede :

For bote it beo sone ido : for-sofe we beoth dede." ' onrtiMd.

bis guode Man1 lai in grete care : And fene deth sore he dradde,

bi-foujte him strcto In swuche neode : fene beste red he radde : 32

" Dame," he seide, " jwane it is so : to schilden us fram care

j3ov schalt nime fine twei sones : a[n] to 1 Atones fare. > MS. uo

Jjov schalt habbe with ))e men I-nowe : And tresor al-so.

Jjov schalt, 3wane fou fudere comest : fine sones to lore do, 36

)Jat huy leomion of clergie. : and jwan ore god fe sent tokuingue

l'or-to comon horn a-jein : fov schalt hoom with fe bringue."

Glad was fo fis guode wijf : of fat looue rede,

heo greifede hire and wende forth : ase hire louerd sede : 40

heo gan hire twei sones : toward atenes lede.

Ake seint clement athom with is fader : bi-lefde, for jong-hede,

For he was onnefes fif jer old : and for fat he scholde beo

his fader solas, and1 for he nadde : bote childrene freo.— > at «». 44

T S



324 bt. Clement's mother is shipwtiecked,

and loses her twin sons.

Jjo fis guode wijf was forth i-went : and hire louerdes brofer it wuste

pat hire louede in fole loue : no red far-of he misto ;

IT For wrathfe to is brofur he seide : " sire, hov geth J>is t

Is )>i wijf fiam fe 1-wentl : heo is strong hore, i-wis. j Ms'tona* ^

heo'haueth me wel longue i-loued : ne1 leng hele ich ne may,

And to bringue me in fole dede : heo fonde[de] * nijt and day ;

Onnefe ich me mijte with hire wite : for, siker, i-no!Je it do,

For Bunne, ne for )>e loue of Jie : ne for mi treovnesse al-so. 52

s Anon so heo it 0n1ler-3.1t : fat i-nolde don hire wille,

On of )>ine hynene heo louede : In folie wel stille,

pat hath bi hire wel ofte i-leie. : ake, fat fov it ne onder-jete,

heo foujto hov heo mijte with him beo— : for heo nolde him noujt

leto : 56

pare-fore heo fou^te ane feolle wrench : of wommanes kuynde lore,

And is i-go with hire copiner : fov ne sixt hire nonmore.

<-For ofte men seggez, and soth it is : fat fis wommen beoth

Feolle and false, and fat1 me for-f inchez : fat we fe sofe i-seoth." CO

Sori was fis guode Man : f0 he heorde fis, > at. <m.

pat his wijf, fat he louede muche : scholde so don a-mis,

Ant fat heo was so fram him i-went ; and fat hao ne bi-lefde bi-hinde

his sones, fat him so leoue weren : ne he nusto jwaro hoom finde.

After he wolde habbe i-went : ake he ne dorste for care > at 1 tt. mm.

Of cleme[n]te, is jongue sone : laste he scholde for-fare.1—

Forth wende fis wijf with hire sones : ase god hire wolde sendn.

In scipe heo dude hire in fe se : in-to an ofur londe to wende.1 G8

A-midde fe se a-jein ane roche : fat schip bi-gan to glide, c m. u;j

pat it alto-drof, and huy fullen out : euer-ech in is side.

A wawe fare cam of fe se : foru ore louerdes sonde,

And caste bis guode wijf al quik : a-non-rijt to fe londe. 72

A-non so heo was up i-cast : and to hire rijto witte cam,

And misto hire twei leoue sones : grot deol to hire heo nam ;

Into fe se heo wolde habbe i-lope : hire-seolf for-to a-drenche,

Jif it nadde i-beo for grete hope : of fing fat heo gan fenche : 76

pat fe se wolde some tyme : hire sones to londe caste—

For men seggez heo wole ech ded fing : weorpen up atfe laste ;

hadde heo enes heore bodies i-seije : hire foujte fat heo ne rouj te.



bt. Clement's mother gnaws her hands for grief, 325

and loses the use of them.

Wide and longue hoo joode a-bouto : and heore bodies soujte. 80

J30 heo no mijte lieom finde : heo jal and weop ful sore,

heo drovj of hire tressene and caste a-wei : for heo ne hopede to

heoin nonmore,

hire hondene heo wrong and to-gnovj : Jj.it flesch, rijt to pe bone,

And al-to-gnovj po senewes : and made ful sori mono. 8-t

heo orn ase heo witles were : a-bouto in-to al J>e londe. ' ms. nnm

Wimmen1 hadden of hire gret revpe : pat hoo to2-gnov so hire honde,

Ainl fondeden jcorne to conforti hire : ake buy alio ne mijten make

pat heo wolde into hire heorte : ani gladnesse take. » «*. om. 88

Into a wominanes hous heo cam : pat longue was bedrede,

pat gret revpe hadde po heo i-heorde : hire so weope and grede :

heo confortcde hire, jwat so lmo mijte : and made hire bi-leue 91

with hire aldai, with glad semblaunt : for-to it was nei3 eue. ' »t iupmcr.

So heo coufurtede pis guode wijf : ]>nt heo bi-leftu fare at ' Inne,

Mid 1 weorke of hire hondene : hire liflode for2-to winne, ' "JJj^ "*■

With spinningue and with sevwyngue : pat heo wel coupe do; « •/.««»

Jj.ire-wiLh heo fedde hire swipe wcl : and hire ostesse al-so. 96

Sone pare-after pe senewes : of hire hondene bi-gonne to scbrinke,

For heo heom hadde er so for-gnawo— : pat heo ne mijte non-more

swinke j

So pat heo ne mijte i-wclde : nopur Arm ne honde

to pulle enes mete to hire mouth : ase hit was godes sonde. 100

pat (Irnl pat heo made [po] : no tongue it telle may.

" Alas," heo seide, " pus longue i-leoued : and pat ich eucre a-bod

pis day I

For more sorewe pane me is on : ueuere wommau ne hadde.

bo Ioyo of mi louerd furst i for-les : for sunno pat ich dradde, 104

And bi-lefde clement mi jongue : pat me was so leof, i-wis ;

And sethpo les mine tweie sones in pe se : pat weren al mi blis ;

And al one frain mine freond : pus feor in one-coupe londe

Mit deol and soruwe ich habbe i-leoued : poruj swunch of mine

honde : 108

Xovpe mine hondene me booth bi-nome : pat I-ne may heom enes

wawe.

Alas, pi longue in care i-leoued : pat i-nere i-broujt of ly f-dawe 1 "



326 ST. CLEMENT BECOMES A DISCIPLE OF BT. BARNABAS,

AND THEN OF ST. PETER.

Jjat deol fat heo made : revfe it was to telle ;

Ofte heo was ope fe pointc : hire-sulf for-to a-quelle. 112

1Fram dore todore hire mete heo bad : and with }>at he mijto I-winne,

heo fedde liire-sulf and hire hostcssc : jwano lieo cam to hire Innc.—

Hire louerd athom aftur hire : of-longet was wel soro, p m. i« t>.]

And sente men to sechen hire : ake huy ne comon a-join

nonmore. 116

OJ>ere he sente into al fat lond : and J»o huy hadden longue i-soujt,

s huy comen a-jcin and tolden him : fat huy ne mijten hire finde noujt.

Jx> gan he Clement, is jongue sone : In-to guode warde take,

And wend him-sulf into al fat lond : forto sechen is make. 120

he ne cam neuer-eft hom a-jein— : wel wide he hire soujte,

And jeode a-boute and bad is mete : fat of is lijf he ne roujte.

H Twenti jer he bad is mete : and is wijf jeot wel mo.

he ful into feblcsse of elde : fat vnnefe he mijte go.1— ' at. t tt. mor«.

Seint clement, fis jongue child : to clergie was i-do ; 125

he i-worth sone a gret clerk : quoynte and guod al-so.

Jjomj his clergio him foujte : fat heore lawe nns nau^t :

he wilnede muche to wytcn of god : jif ani man him hadde i-taujt.

Hit bi-feol fat seint Barnabe : Into Rome cam, 129

And clement hyne heorde a day : prechi of cristinedom :

So fat of fis holie Apostle : he lette him cristni a-non,

And bi-cam fe beste prechur : fat mijle on corfe gon. 132

he heorde telle of seint peter : fat In fe londe of Iudee was :

Are he to him were I-come : glad ne blife he nas :

he bi-cam is o desciple : and a-boute with him wende

For-to prechie cristine-dom : foruj wit fat god him sonde. 136

Symon Magus, fe lufere Man : jeode in Ane ofur londe,

To prechi ajein Cristinedom : foruj fe deouelcs sonde.

Tweie desciples he hadde with him : fat, fo huy onder-jete

J3e falshcde fat with him was : huy gonne him sone for-lete; 140

To seint peter huy wenden a-non : and his desciples bi-come.

glad was seint peter of boom : and fonkede god i-lome.

SKint Clement tolde a day : to seint peter wel stille

hov hit of is freond bi-feol : as it was godes wille, 144

And al-hov is Moder jeode a-wei : with is brefren tweie,



ST. CLEMRNT'S MOTHER TELLS ST. PETER HER 8TORT, 327

AND SATS ST. CLEMENT IS HER SOX.

J)at he wendo fiat huy a-dronke weren : ofur i-storuo bi fo weie,

And hov is fader wendo to sechen lieom : J)o he ne saij ojiur red ;

And [he]1 wende )>at he were a-dreint : o))iir for deole ded ; > «■• 148

And hov frendles he was op i-broujt : Into2 swyclie lore. • «t*u

po seint peter i-heorde fis : he gan to weope sore.—

Ase seint petur jeoilo a dai : prechinde oner loud,

Ane womman, fat him foujte gent and freo : In grate miseiso he

fond, 152

Jware hco jeode and bad hire mete. : he Axede hire a-non

}wy hco ne mijte hire mete I-winne : and jwy hoo wolde so gon.

"UIs womman seide, " swuch day was : Ich coufo minne mete I-

» winne,

Ako noufe mine hondene me booth bi-nome : fat Ine may scvwy ne

spinne. 156

More soi'wo fane me is on : neuere nas i-founde ;

Alas fat ich nadde me a-dreint : a-wei, fat ilko stounde 1 " [foL im]

H " Womman," seide seint peter fo : " folliche fov dest telle :

For fe Man fat hira-seolfue a-slowe : his soulo scholdo into hello."

" Sire," hco seide, " wuste ich fe sofe : fat souleno libbe scholdo

After fusse liue, I-nolde bi-leue : fat me-seolf a-quelle i-nolde,

pat Ich mijte one stounde : mine sones i-seo ;

I-ne roujte sothfe, fei ich scholdo : eucr-eft in helle beo. 164

For mi louord and mi1 jongore sone : ich8 bi-lefte at rorae J JJj'tJ^

And wende forth with mine tweie sones : ake fo we in fe se come,

pat schip brak, and mine leoue sones : lie niijten neuereft beo i-

foundo ;

Ake me hco caste to londe al quik : alias fulke stounde 1 168

Ine mai for feblesse wende a-jein : ne Ine habbe no man fat me lode,

And not jwefer mi louord and mi jonguo sone : boon quike ofur

dodo."

" f*\ lement," seide seint peter : " fat min o desciple noufe is,

V^ Seith fat is fader and is moder : fis cas bi-feollen,1 i-wis."

pis womman feol a-don i-ewowe : fo heo i-heorde fis. > a*, mm

po heo a-ros, heo cride joorne : and weop for Ioie and Wis, 174

And seide, " sire, fat is mi sone. : tech me jware he beo 1

Ine wilne mi lijf no long to habbe : bote fat ich him enes i-seo."



328 BT. CLEMKWT FIRST REPELS HI8 MOTHER J BUT WHEN HE

KNOWS HER, HE EMBRACES HER.

Print peter seide, " cum forth with me : to him ichulle fe lode.

Ake ne bco fov noujt a-knowe to him : eroro fane ich fe rede." 178

he nam fis wommane bi ))0 hond : and to hire sone hire bronjte.

Jjo seint Clement i-saij him lede ane womman : vucl bi him he

foujte,

And seide, " noujie In fino olde Hue : woltfou with wommane

beol"

So wroth he was fat vnnefe he wolde : toward him bi-sco. 182

IT ))i8 guode wijf stod bi hire sone : heo ne mijte for-bere non-more,

heo bi-cluppte him faste and custe a-non : for Ioye heo weop ful

sore,

hire hondene fat hire weren bi-nome : anon-rijt hole huy were,

For Ioye, and for grete vertue : of fe holie men fere. " 186

SEint Clement was wroth with hire : for heo bi-clupte him and

CUSte,1 ' MS. daptt

And in grete wrathfe hire pulte a-wei : and to fe grounde upri)t

fruste.

" Clement," 6eide seint peter fo : " darstfov fine moder pulte 1

Jjov cri hire Merci and lat fe schrine : for fine foule gulte I " 190

" Louerd," seide seint cletne[n]t [fo] : " jwefur fis mi moder beo?

Louerd, i-hcred bco fi mijte : fat ich moste fis day i-seo I "

To is moder he ful a-doun : and bi-clupte hire and custe.

Welle, fe Ioye fat fare was : fo eifur of ofur wuste 1 194

J)is wyf seide, " lcoue sone, fin ore : jwefur fi fader a-liue beo 1 "

" Certes, moder," he seide, " i-not : Ine wene neuer-eft him i-seo.

Twenti jer it is ago : fat he After fe i-wende, 197

pat neuer-eft Ine hcorde word of him : ne he ne cam ne sende."

Jjis guode wyf bi-gan to weope sore : ake natheles for blisse

Of hire sone fat heo hadde I-foundo : hire seoruwe heo gan to lisse.

Euere stoden bi seint peter : his ofere desciples tweie 201

bat fram symon Magus weren i-conie to him : and jeorne bi-

heolden beie ;

huy i-heorden hou fis guode wyf tolde : to clemente, hire sone, fere,1

hor hire tweie leoue sones : in fe se a-dreinte were. 201

)x> huy badJen fis tale i-heord : huy weren swife glad, pumkl

For Ioye huy stoden ase fei huy weren : witless ofur1 a-mad. > «ri«.M*
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and their mother.

" louerd," huy seiden, " jwejwr fis beo soth : fat we i-heorez noufe

telle,

ofur us Jiinchez ase in metinguo : o])ar in manere of spelle 1 " 208

" hit is soth," seint peter seide : " ofur me finchez 30 beoth wode."

huy nustcn jwcfur to beon stille ojiur speke : bote ase gydie men

huy stode.

% " Louerd," huy seiden, " here is ore Moder : fat a-dreint was ase

we wende,

I-hered he beo fat hire hath to liue i-broujt : And fat hire to us

sendel 212

And fis is Clement, ore jongue brofur : fat longue hath i-beo ore

fere ;

Nuste we neuere er jwat he was : are foruj godes grace noufe here."

Louerd, fe Ioye fat fe[re] was : And fat manie Mi3t.cn i-sco,

bi-twene fe guode wyf and hire sones : fe swete brefren freo 1 216

T«»Is guode wyf axede hire tweye sones : hov huy to liue come.

y " Dame," huy seidon, " ase god it wolde : a bord of fe schype

we nomc

And far-on we hienguen, ana hit bar us forth : into fe se wel wide.

Marincres us token into hcore schipe : ase we flotcn heom bi-side.

Are huy us hadden to londe i-brou3t : huy nolden neuere a-fine. 221

To Ane holie wydewe huy solden us : fat hiet dame Iustine ;

J)at us lokede nesche I-novj : as fei we hire sones were,

And, god fickle it hire 1 of clergie : heo liet us sone lere. 224

So fat we beoth noufe godes dcsciplcs : and with his Apostle here.

Ore brofur clement we knoweth noufe furst : fat 3are hath i-beon

ore fere.

And noufe we beoth here to-gadoro come : we mowen i-seo godes

mijte,

J3at euere wole mannes 3wyle 30U0 : fat seruez him with rijte." 228

Ech man wot wel fat fis I-hoorth : fey we ne seggon it i-lome,

gret Ioye bi-twene heom alio was : f0 huy to-gadere come.

H fis guode wyf heom tolde of hire hostesse : fat Innede hire bi

nyjte,

bat heo was a guod womman and was bedrade : jif huy hire hele

n^ton. 232
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AN OLD HAN. ST. CLEMENT IS THE ABLEST AIIGUER.

SEint petre hire lot fette : and foruj ore louerdes grace

Made hire hoi, bi-fore al fat folk : anon in Jmlke place.—

Ase scint petre prechede a day : he seide in his prechingue 235

J)at, ho-so scrucde ore louerd wel : scholde habbe guod endingue.

IT J» stod fare op a swife old man : his lockes weren ful hore ;

poucre and stoupinde and miscise. : ho bi-gan to sikcn sore.

" grot rcvfe," he seide, " ich habbe of eov : j>at jo bi-trayez men so ;

Ech man bi-fallez ase his jwato is : jwat-so ho euero do. 240

H For fci a man swyncke and crie on god : and bidde jeorne is bede,

him schal bi-falle, guod ojiur vucl : aso it is him i-quefc.

Jjei mani man boo wis and euere swynko : ho no may ncuere bate ;

And J>ei manio don vuclo and eucro folio : jcot ho hath guod jwato."

IT Seint petre hiet fe freo brejiren : fat is desciples were, 245

Despuyti ajein fis olde man : of fat ho toldo fere. > «■)». omonn

huy stoden and heore [rjesones1 seiden : fat ech man scholde a-fongue

After fat he wurche woldo : And elles it were with wrongue ; l 248

" For, ho-so nath no guod, no swinko nolo : no of porueance boo,

Jwat-so-euere man beo Iquofe : he no may it neuere floo ;* C w. i«]

And [ho]-so is wys to winne guod : and wel it witie can, • r. i-)»

Jwat-so-eucre is jwate beo : he worth riche man. 252

For ore louerd wole here and ellos-jware : jelden ane mannes seruise

After fat he him-seolf wurche wole : ake aftur jwato in none wise."

GRet clerk was fis olde Man : he desputede wel faste

A-jein fe freo brefron with grot reson. : fat playt wel longue

last©. 256

Scint Clement was grettcst clerk : fare-fore atfenende

Maister he was, foru^ grace : fat ore louerd him woldo sende.

Atfe lasto fis olde Man : bi-gan to sike and grone,

And seid[e], " wel, icholde i-leue : ower resoncs ech-one, 260

Jif I-ne hadde to muche i-fondet : of finge fat geth bi jwatc.

Alas fulke soruful tyme : for mi confort cometh to late I 262

Riche man ich was ellcs-3 ware : fei ich beo nouf0 a wrcchcho here ;

Ich hadde freo joungue children : and a guod wif fat was mi fere.

Mine tweie sones heo ladde awei : fo we heom hadden al bi-ewonke :

Ine heorde nenereft word of heom : Ich wot huy booth a-dronke.

Alle myno freond and al mi guod : Ich bi-Iefte me bi-hynde
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BIS WIFE FINDS Hill.

And habbe here i-walke in onkovfe londe : jif ich heom mijte i-

fynde. 268

Mi jongcste child ich bi-lefte athom : Ich wene fat he beo ded.

Worse jwate nadde neuere man : Inot ;wat is mi red. > mriimd.

And ich am,1 fare no man me ne knoweth : mid miseise ouer-come ;

honguer and chele hath myne leomes : and elde, me bi-nome. 272

Seggez ov-sulf jif je euere I-heorden : Ani so deolful cas 1

ho is fat ne may i-leue : fat lujmr jwatc it nas 1 "

f Jjo fis freo brefren hore fader i-knewen : foruj fat he hadde i-«ed,

Sturten buy wolden and cussen him. : ake seint petre heom for-bed,

And seide, " jif ich bringue bi-fore fo i-hole : fine children and fi

wijf, 277

Woltfov for-hote fine mis-bi-lcuo : and a-mendi fi hjf

And i-leue fat fing1 comer ase god wole : and no-fing after jwatel"

" Je, sire," seide fis olde man : " Ake fat worth bo wel late. »Ms.j>ing|>it

Also ase it neuere ne worth : fat ich i-seo heom alle,

And1 so ne worth hit neuere fat muche fing : nele bi jwate falle."

% " Lo," seide seint petre fo : " fis beoth fine sones froo, » «». om.

J)at, for-to bringue fe in godo3 lawe : plaidiez ajein fe." 284

bo fis oldo Man i-heorde fis : his limes him bore nolde,

liny nescheden ase doth wex n-jein fe fuyre : And ful a-don on fe

molde ;

he lai al cold with-oute brefe : ase fei he no lyf nadde.

his [sones] him clupten a[n]d custen him : sore huy weopen and

graddo ; 288

huy beren him a-boute and bleowen on him : jif huy him mijton in

stat bringue.

Longue it was are heo mijtcn : i-seo of Hue : Ani rijt tokningue.

])o is stat him was i-come : he axede a-non-rijt fere

hov huy weren a-liue forth i-broujt : so freondlese ase huy were. 292

Euerech tolde in his wise : ore swete louerdes mijte, [M. hi bj

)3at he on heom i-schewed hadde : ho-so onder-stode fe rijte.

Ase huy tolden of heore hjf : euerech in his side, 295

his guode wif orn ase heo were wilde : and swife loude heo cride :

" ?ware is mi louerd t jware is mi spouse 1 : schewez him me a-non I "

huy bi-clupten heom and fullen a-doun : a fote ne mijten huy gon.



332 SIMON MAOUS TRANSFORMS ST. CLEMENT'S FATHER

INTO HIS OWN SEMBLANCE. HIS SONS DON'T KNOW HIM.

More Ioye ne mijte beo i-sei'3e : bi none mannes Hue,

J)ano was, )>o lmy to-gadere comen : a-tnong licom alle fiue. 300

here we mouwen alle i-seo : ore swete louerdes roijlo,

bat cuore atfenendo he wole jclde : fe manno }>at liirn seruoz with

rijte.—

Hit bi-ful fat fe Aumperour : ouer-al sonde is sonde, 303

Symon Magus, Jie lufere man : to sechen him into al fo londe,

For-to sleen him, ho-so him mijto I-finde : al for his lufer-hede.

And j>o symo» Magus i-heorde )>ar-of : ho was in greto drede.

On feolonio he foujte for wrathfo : of fe brefren twcie,

Faust and Faustin, fat weren with him : and departed fram him

boijo. 308

bi hore fader he cam a day : ase fo deuel him gan lore,

And caste on him is oweno founne : ase fei it him-sulf were,

Jjoru; is foul enchauntement— : ho-so fe"e olde manno i-seijo,

wendcn pat symon magus it were. : faro was )>e deuol to slcijc, 312

For fe Ioye fat his sones hadden : of him fare in one stounde ;

And for he schold' beou for him a-slawe : jif he mijto beon i-founde.

For cucre fe douel, and alle his : of feolonio doth fcnclie ;

Ake atfe laste huy worfeth bi-traid : with hoore feolle wronche. 316

H Symon Magus wende a-wei ' : fo al fis i-don was. > ort». •]«■

Jjis guodo [man] jcodo forth to is children : he nuste noujt of fat cas :

he cam and wolde grot Ioye make : with heom and with is wiue.

huy spatten on him, euorechone : and heten him a-wei wol bliue,

For he was fe deueles lymo : huy nolden noujt with him dele, 321

Ake bote he fe sonere fram heom jeode : him to wrofor hela

" A las," Beide fis olde Man : " Mine leoue1 childien freo, » owiim*,

XjL Jwi wollo 30 ouwer fader fus pulte and bete 1 : nolle 30 me

nonmore i-seo 1 " 321

" Nay," seiden fis brofren freo : " fov nart ore fader noujt,

Jjov art symon Magus, godes trichor. : to defe fov worst i-broujt ;

3if fe Aumperores [men] fe mouwen finde : fat wide fe habbez i-sou;!,

par worst to-drawe ase fe doueles lime : for falshede fat fou hast i-

wroujt" 328

U "Louerd, merci," wide fit olde man : "jwodere may ich noufc

iwende,
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SIMON MAGUS'S ABUSK OP ST. PETER A LIE.

Xonfe mi wyf no mine sones me nellez i-knowo : o dai to fenendel

JIo*t wrechche ich am of alio men : noufo Ine habbo froond non

bote heom, and huy me wollez a-sle. : jwodere may ich noufe gon t "

t .Symon Magus fare-at-fore : in Auntiocho aso1 ho wende, • •*.•■.

Anil seint potro bi-fore al fat folk : with lesingues foule he schende ;

he seide fat he man-qnellore was : and wichclio, and eke for-swore :

fj.it folk o-waylede him for-to sle : In Auntyoche fare-fore. 336

1 Sciut pctro fia ondcr-3.1t : he wolde beon a-wreke, he fou^te.

lie cam to f is soli oldeman : fat him wel longno soujtc ; [m. lit]

" l)co stillo," he seide, " and do Aftur me : and soffro a luytel frowe,

And Ichullo makien fat J>i wijf : and fine sones : fo schullen sono

i-knowe, 310

)>ov schalt gon In-to Auntioche : fare symon Magus was,

Ase he mo desclaundret hath : nnd eoggo of fis ilke cas

In liis name, aso ech man wenoth : fat fev ho him-sulue boo,

And seggo fat hit lesinguo is : fat fov seidest op-on me, 344

And line al-so fine owene Mouth : as fei it beo in his name,

And fat hit was al les fat fov seidest : to bringuo me in lufer fame,

And f it fov art farof repentaunt : sori, and swife wel I-suhriue, 347

Of fo lesinguo fat fov bi mo soidost : nnd bido heom it fe for-jyue."

l)Is olde Man jcode him forth : In-to Auntioche o-non,

•* And jode o-boute to Mani a stude : furo symon hadde I-gon ;

" Guode Men," he seide, " jif ich habbo i-told : bi seint petre eni-

fing

boto guod and grot trewenosse : for-sof0, it is losing ; 352

hero bi-foren eov eueroch-one : ich lixni minno owene Mouth.

For ho is treowe and studefast : and is guodncsso is wide couth.

For-to saui al fat lond : ore louerd him hath i-sont :

bi-lieueth and wurcheth aftur him : ofur 30 beoth alle I-schent I 356

For 30 eov-seolf and Al eower guod : foru3 ore louerdos wreche

hit schal for-fare, bote 30 don : aso be eov wole lere ant teche.

Jif ich euere-eft more am so : in f0 deoueles weorke I-broujt

Pat Ich ani-fing ofur bi him seggo : ne leuez me far-of noujt, 3G0

Ake doth me1 schame and betez me : ant bringuez me of dawe,

Ase men schullen a strong liare : and man of false lawe." > onrUud.

f paro-Aftur-ward he cam to seint petre : and he is loomen rijte
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REJECTED AT ANTIOCH.

And broujte him a-jein to is owo.no fourme : al foruj godes mijte.

J30 was )>ero gret Ioye bi-twcone [is sones]1 : and him and eke is wiue,

fo liuy weren in rijto fourme : to-gadere alio fiuo. ' om.

Euere is strengoro ore swoto louerd : fane fe deuel atfende 1 367

And symou Magus-is tricherie : op-on him-sulf it gan i-wiende.

Al1 Auntioche wel gret loue : opon seint petre caste, ' a/, for

And sore heom longuede after him : and leten him seche faste.

IT Seint Petre cam to Auntioche : ase he hadde er I-lome :

Men and wommen of fe lond : wel glade a-boute him come, 372

And Anoureden him suyjjo muche : ase ane prince of godes lawe

And Ase heore maister and heore louerd— : huy weren of him wel

fawe;

In riche chayre huy setten him : and knevlede him bi-fore,

And beden wel jeorno him wardi heom : and techen, fat heore soulene

neren for-lore. 376

H J)is was a-seint petres day : fat comcz in feuerer,

Jjat for fe honour of fulke dede : men helewiez feor and ner.

Jjo fis dede was al I-don : and seint petre fannes i-wend,

Symon Magus hyede fudere : and heold him foule I-schend. 380

bi-fore al fis folk he cam : " Muche wonder me fincliez," he sede,

"J)ut ich ouwer soulu-bote here-bi-fore : and to eouwer guod gan cov

rede, p foi. us b.j

pat je ne flouwen petre, fane trichour : fat he a-mong eov ne come ;'

And nou;t one ne1 Anoreden him : ake wit groto nobleie him noma

And an heij in chaire * setten him : ase he eouwer crist were. *<w.;e

Fleoth fram hint, jif je wollez i-sauede beon : and doth ase ich eov

lere ! " * US. In chain In chain

IT Jx> al fat folk i-hcorde fis : for wrathfe heo weren neij wode ;

"False trichour," huy seidcn, "fis ofur day : bi-fore us here fov

stode 388

And seidest fat he was treowe and guod : and fat we after him do

acholde,

And seist noufe fat he is lufer and falsi : fi jwile worth sons

i-jolde,"

huy aturten forth and beoten fis foule feof : fat he was neij

a-alawe;



8T. PETER IS IIARTTRBD. ST. CLEMENT IS MADE POPE 335

AGAINST HIS WILL.

Nadde he fo revlocur i-cried on heom : hey1 wolden him habbe

todrawe. ' '• <">x 392

Ase lie inijte, he crep a-wei : with many a lujiur strok.

pare he him-seolf, ase cucrech swyke doth : him-seolf he bi-swok I

Seint petre jeode to rome : with his desciple )>reo.

he waste jut is tyme was noij : fat he Imartrcd scholde bco : 396

Seint Clement al bi is dayo : he made him pope at rome,

pat he guode jeme after him : to holie churche nome.

f Jjo seint petre I-martred was : seint dement him bi-soujte :x 399

Jif he bi-lefte pope forth : ase fat folk him bi-soujte, U^J^'com.pod.

pat no3 pope ne2 mijte aftur him : Ane ofurne pope make, » oi om.

jwam so huy woldon, fonij heore wille : ofur for1 eni mede take;

pat he him bad for godes loue : fat no pope bi is dayo J » mTSEJtJ

Non ofur ]>ope ne scholde maken so : holie churche to bi-traye ; - 40 4

For a wardein of holie churche : foruj is godnesse man schal take,

pat1 noujl, ase it wore bi heritage : fat o freond fat ofur make,

he tok up is dignote : for al fat man him bad, '«uu.i r. ami ?

And seint lyn, fat was a guod man : was pope in his stude Iinad.

After seint lynes daye : alio fe men wolde 409

Seint clemente habbe pope Imad : ake for no-fing jeot he nolde ;

Sefint]1 Clete huy maden pope fo. : ake after is daije a-non • ms.s«

pat folk hcold seint clement faste : huy noldcn him noujt for-gon ;

hAltlingiic with strencfo huy maden him pope. : and fo hit cam far-to,

he fwideJo to paye euer-ech Man : riche and pouero al-so. 414

he honourodo moro fe pouoro Men : fano ho dudo fe riche,

to holpe moro is1 soule fano is1 bodi— : for huy no boot noujt Iliche.

Sisyme, fe Iustise of fe lond : hadde a swife guod wijf, > «*. *>«

bat foruj eo[int] clomo[n]t I-cristnod was : for-to amendi hire lyf.

Jwane heo mijte, fram hire louerd [hoo stole] : al with-oute fiore. JjJJJjJJ

A day, ase1 heo wolde to churche gon : he 6iwede hire wel swife.1 420

Sone so heo to churche cam : and hire hovso-bonde onder-jat,8 •***.«■.

A-drad heo was, and hudde hire : in one [derno] stude heo sat. iJufr-ja

po seint clement seide is oresun : and is clerkes amen seido, 423

be Iustise i-worth bofe def and blind. : wel loude ho gan to grede :

" Jware boo je noufe, mine men 1 : ovt je moten me lede,

For Ine mai mi-seolf I-seo ne heore. : jwat mai ich to-rede?
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AND HIS RETINUE TURN CHRISTIANS.

cometh forth to me euerechone : and out lieonncs 50 me leden I " 1

his Men sturten forth And nomen him op : huy swatten alio for

drede. > yt. «e-7 «/. om. [foi.110.] 428

hay heren him al-a-bouto )>e churche : huy no mijten J>e dore fimle :

J wane huy wenden atpo dore to beo : panne weren huy feor bi-hinde.

Sore was pis guode wijf a-drad : po heo i-saij licom so fare : 431

heo Axede jwat hire louerd wore— : for no leng ne mijte heo spare.

huy seiden, " for he wolde1 I-soon and I-heore : oJ>ur pane to him

bi-come, ' orig. imj wouitu

bi-come he is blijnd and def : here in pe churche of Borne."

pis guodo wijf bad ore louerd jeorne : pat huy mosten pannes ovt

wende :

£0 founden pis men pe dore a-non : and wenden out atpenende. 436

Jjis guode wijf bad Clement jeorne : to hire louerd come

And amendi him poruj godes grace : of is limes, pat him wercn

bi-nome. > »». una oi. om.

51 Seint clement and pis guode wijf to pis lupere man gonne teo :

huy founden him loki swipe brode : and no-ping ne mijto i-seo.1 440

Seint clement bad ore lnuerd for him : and po he i-don hadde,

his heoringue and is sijt him cam a-join. : ake neuere ponk he ne

hadde.

For a-non so lie i-saij seint clement stonde : bi is wiue, he wende

And seide pat he hadde bi hire i-leie : and pare-fore he him a-blende.

J)is guode wijf jcode into hire preuetez : and Iesu crist [bad] wel

faste

Jjat hire louerd poruj is grace : in-to betere bi-leue him caste. 446

SEint petre fram hcoueno : to hire a-lijte a-doun lJ?riim»MiS'>

And e[e]ide, liire louerd scholde i-saued beo : poru; hire oresun ;

" For seint powel seide J pat a luper man : scholde i-saued beo 449

Jxiruj guodnesse of a godwomman : And so it worth bi him and pe."

Jjis guode wyf code to hire louerd : and prechede him of cristine-dom :

So pat he poruj godes grace : in-to guode bi-leue he com. 452

he liet him cristni sone a-non : and al is may [n]o pere,

J)re hondret men and tweolue : with him i-cristnede were.

H Tralan, pe lupere Amperour : herof he hoorde speke :

he swor he wolde for his Iustise : of seint clement beo a-wreke. 456



BT. CLEMENT, THOUGH POPE, IS DRIVEN INTO THE WILDERNESS. 337

HE, BT A MIRACLE, MAKES A WELL SPRING THERE.

he comaundede Mamertyn : J>at was an ofur Iustise, »«*.<■».

p.d he scholde maken clement J>e pope : to don heom1 sacrefiso

( if '»' maken him out of londe fleme— : fat he ne lete it noujt,

Lasto heore lawe and heore godes weren : foruj him to grounds

i-brOUlt. » MS. t>ouj 'orig. mm ■ b. g. at. om. 460

f pis Iustise wende fo wif * gret power : And seint clement he nom ;■

And for he nolde don heore godes3 sacrefise : he jaf him an ofur dom :

pat he scholde beon out of londe i-driue : into wildemesse.

Asc a feof he was i-harlet forth : in wel fyl dcstre.-se. 464

J)o he into wildemesse cam : to fousende he fond fere

Of cristine Men, fat haddcn fer : longuo i-woned for fere,

Lasto fe Aumperoures men : In torment heom hadden i-broujt ;

And buy for drede of strongue defo : weren in feble foujt.— 468

For manie men bi J>ulkc daie : for drede of fulkc fingue

Ase bestes huy leoucden in wildemesse : fo cristinedom bi-gan furst

springue.— 470

Wel glade weren J>is guode men : fo huy seint clement i-scije :

heo jeoden a-jein him and fonkeden god : weopinde with heore eie.

huy maden seint clement heore Maister fere : pope ase he was. [bLiMbj

bare nas non fat in studefast lijf : for him a-mendet ne was.

Water huy nadden nei) heom non : bi six Mile wei wel longue,

Al heore drinke huy fetten fare : in weije swife sfonge. 476-

Seint clement [bad] ore loucrd crist : jif hit is wille were,

bat he holpe is trewe couent : and sende heom watur fere,

he i-sai; a lomb stonde and marki : with is rijt fot ane stude :

he i-saij fat hit ore louerd was : to don fat he hadde i-bede. 480

V Seint clement jeode and smot in fulke stude : as fat lomb

markede er :

Jjare sprong a welle fair and guod— : wel gret Ioye was fer.

bis Miracle was widen i-cud : fif hondret men fare-fore

bi-comon cristine and blesseden fe time : fat seint clement was

i-bore. 484

bo jedo he forfere a-mong fe men : and so fair Miracle wroujte,

Swife muclie folk to guode bi-leue : and to Iesu crist he broujte.

Fyf hondred of Maumates : to grounde he broujte fere ;

And sixti churche and fiftene : in heore studes he liet a-rere. 488

LEOBSDS OP SAINTS. I



338 ST. CLEMENT IS DROWNED IN THE SEA, WHICH WITHDRAWS,

AND DISCLOSES A CHAPEL WHERE HIS BODY IS SHRINED.

So fat tralan J>e Aumperour : her-of heorde telle :

Ano duyk of gret power be senile fudere : ]>ano guode man fo

to quelle. ' owllned. • oiig. ind gt. 49

Jjis duyk him nam and lict to1 him binde : grete2 stones wel faste,

And laddon him feor in-to )>e deope se : and rijt a-midde him caste.

Welle, muche was fe deol : fat is desciplcs for him made ! > r.t»

In-to fe se buy ornen to sechen him : ase feor ase huy dorsten wade

Jw huy ne mijten neij him come : ore louerd wel jeorne huy beade1

to jiuen heom a sijt of soint clement : fe more to beon glade. 49

Ase huy seten opon fe .se : and crieden on him wel faste and jeorui

pe .se. wel swiftliche hire with-dravj1 : and with gret eyr In ga

eorne : ' at. «il>J"»

So fat with-inne fe deope .se : freo grete Milene and more

A swife fair wei and druyo fare was : i-hcre[d] beo godes ore 1 60

Jjis guode men bi fis faire wei : In-to J>o .so. gonno to wende :

Ane churche hui founden, of Marbre i-maud : rijt atfe wcies ende.

With-inne fe churche huy founden ane cofre : of seluer and of gold

And farinne seint elementes bodi : ase ore louer[d] it wolde. 50

Welle, louerd, muche was fe Ioye : fat fis guode Men inne were,

For fe faire Miracle of seint clement : fat huy founden fere !

huy beden heore beden jwat-so huy wolden : and wenden ajen at

fenende :

euere orn fe se after heom wel faste : at heore helene bi-hindo, 501

For-to hco cam to hire rijte stude : and fare heo gan atstondo.

Jjis guode men serueden god fe bet : and fonke[den] jeorno is sonde

Longue fer-aftur it bi-feol : foruj ore louerdes heste,

fram jer to ^ere seue dawes : at seint elementes festes 51!

fat fe se ire wolde so with-drawe : and raakie ane wei wel druye

To fe holie chapele of seint element : f.it no watur ne scholdo mar

a-nuye ;

J>at ech Man alle fe seuen dawes : al druye wende and clone.,

For-to honouri fat holie bodi : ase it bi-feol eche jere ene ; 516

And Anon-rijt fe se wende a-jein : with watur and with slyme P m>*1

1 After fe eijte dawes, and heold him so : for-to an ofur jer fat tjme.

Awommon earn1 fudere at one tyme : and a child fat was hire

aone, •us.«o«»



8T. CLEMENT KEEPS A BOY ALIVE FOR A YEAR UNDER THE SEA. 339

HIS BODY IS PLACED IN ST. CLEMENT'S AT ROME.

For-to A-novri fat swete bodi : as it was marines wone. 520

hit fool at1 j>e endingue : of fe seuefo daijo > Ms >it

fat )>e se cam some & rotto jeorne : aso fat child a-slepe layo.

)jat folk, fat fare was bi-leued : bi-gonne ateorne faste ;

pis womman louede hire lyf al-so : fat hoo nas noujt fe lasts. 521

))o lieo was to londo i-como : and hire sons1 mid hire nadde, ■ overiiiwd.

Muche was fe deol fat hoo made : loude hoo weop aiid gradde.

gredinde hoo orn and longti6 soujte : a-bouto bi fe so-side,

Jif fe .so. him hadde up i-cast— : heo soujte a-boute wel wide. 528

Jjo heo ne mijte him noiijwore i-finde : woopinde horn heo wende,

And bad seint clement, of hire childe : fat he sum gladnesso hire

sonde,

heo bi-lefte al fo jor : in grot sur and in care. < «'■ m j« •

Anofur jer at scin* clementes tid : fuder-ward heo wohle fare.1 532

To fe chapele jeorne heo orn : fo fe se was In i-weved :l > oris.i-«rtn4

'Ire1 sone heo fond in fulke stude : fare heo hine hadde bi-leued. ' jMsj£j1

Sone fis womman nam him up : and wende fat he1 dod were. * ms. !■»»

))at child, ase fei it woke of slepe : Axede jwat heo wolde fere. 536

Jjis womman for Ioie gradde loude : fat folk a-boute hire wende,

And fonkeden god with grete Ioye : fat swuche miracle him sonde.

buy axeden hov he hadde so longue i-leued : And ;if he were oujt

i-dreijt.

" hit nis novjt longue," fat child seide : "alec to sone je me1 habbez

a-weijt ; 'MS. mime ■ IIS. j« hnbtxa 540

Softe and swote i habbo2 i-slepe : onnefe me finchez o nyjt.

Moste ich lengore habbo i-loijo : me hadde i-beo wel i-dijt"

With gret Ioye huy ladden fis child hom. : fis miracle was couth

wel wide.

Mani fair Miracle sein* clement dude : bi fe sees aides. 544

U fe se with-drovj hire wel mani a jer : to niaken men druye i-wende ;

And fulke miracle for mannes [sunne] : bi-lefde sethfe atfen ende.

J)o Men founden fis holie jwuchche : In a fair place stonde

with fis holie bodi a-boue fe se : al on druye londe ; 548

Muche folk with fair procession : fis holie bodi nome

And ladden it forth with gret honour : to fe churche of rome.

Jjaw is noufe seint clementes churche : I-mad with quoynto gynne. .

z s



340 ST. LAWRENCE HAS TREASURES OF HOLY CHURCH, AND REFUSES

TO TELL THE EMPEROR DECIUS WHERE THET ARE.

552god jiue us part of Julko Ioyjo : fat seint clement is inne.

48 [Laurence.]

SEynt laurence guod man was : and in strong Marty'dom

he endede here on eorfe is lijf : and to Jo Ioye of heuene he com.

Decius Je Aumperour : }>at Injur was i-novj,

And is Iustise Valerian : fat to alle schrewe-hede drovj, 4

x huy wenden and soujten crisline Men : and 3wane huy enie founde,

buy pineden heom with gret torment : and broujtcn heom sone to

grounde.

hay comen1 and founden Jene bischop sixte : and a-slowen him

with gret WOUJ. ' MS. coirxnrn

Seint laurence was is Ercedeckne : fat guod man was i-novj. 8

U Jo fe bischop scholde beon i-nome : and he fat cas i-seij,

Seint laurence, is Ercedekne : he cleopede, fat was him neij :

Al fat trcsor of holie churche : fat he tc-gadere drovj [roi.urv]

Seint laurence he it bi-tok : to witien it wel.i-novj. 12

fe tormentores, fat fis i-scijen : heom bofe huy nome faste,

Seint sixte and seint laurence : and stronguo bicndes on heom caste,

huy ladden seint sixte to heore false godcs : and is tweie felawes al-so,

And scheweden heom heore false hymages : and beden heom a-loute

far-to ; 16

)jo fis guode men nolden don so : ake on ore loucrd huy criedcn faste,

huy sniiten of heore heuedes sone : and heore bodies fare caste.

J)e Aumperoure huy senden word : al jwat huy hadden i-do,

And hor seint laurence in prisone was : in stronguo bendes, al-so, 20

And hou he al fat tresor hadde : of churchene to him i-drawe.1

J>e Aumperov[r] i-heorde fis : he was glad farof and fawe : 'it,»

For he foujte fat tresor al habbo : fei it were a-jen lawe.

H pane holie Man he liet fctte : and bi-forc him lede, » us. Kort)»iieh< 24

And bi-heold him wel stuyrneliche : and wrotfeliche1 to him sede :

" Jware is fat tresor of fe churchene : fat fo was i-broujt 1 "

Seint laurence stod wel stille : and no ansuerede1 him rijt noujt

pe Aumperour was swife wroth : fo he ne jaf him non Answere ; 28

A-non he wolde habbe defonled him : vnnefe he ita mijto for-bcrc.

he liet cleopie valerian : fat was is heije Iustise, >tu.*MMmUd* »«'.<•"•



BT. LAWRENCE IS CA8T INTO PRISON. HE GIVES A BLIND 341

HEATHEN HIS SIGHT, AND CONVERTS HIS JAILER YPOLIT.

"Xira," ho seide, "feosne Man : wel faste in alle wise

And win of him fat tresor : and make him don sacrclise, 32

UJmr bring him in swuch torment : fat of ure of him a-grise."

Jju lustise nam Jeno holie Man : and liet him binde faste,

And bi-tok him Ypolite, fe knyjt : In strong prisone to caste.

he broujte [him] in strong prisoun : and bi-lek him faste al-so, 36

with ))coues and with lufero Men : fat hadden Jo Aumperour>*

mis-do.—

On hcfcne man Jiaro was Iune : lucille was is name,

;; a hadde fare-inne so muche i-wope : for seoruwe and for schame,

Jj.it he weop out bofe is eijeno : and al blynd was bi-come. 40

S.-iiit laurcnce hadde reujjo : fat is sijt him was bi-nomo :

" bi-lief," he seide, "on Icsu crist : Jut for us schedde is blod,

And afong cristinedoni : ant J>ov schalt habbe fi sijt wel guod."

" Ich bi-lieue," Jis of ur seide : " on him with al mi foujt, 44

And for-sake alle Jeos false godes : J>at ne mowen me helpe noujt."

IF Seint laurcnce baptizede him : and a-non-rijt with ]>e dede

liis si jt him cam wel cler and guod. : ]>o bi-gan he a-non to grede :

"I-hered beo swete Iesu crist : fat here hath i cud is mijte 48

And foruj is seriaunt, scint laurcnce : me hath i-sent mi sijto 1

For ase je wuten euerechono : mi sijt me was bi-nome,

And foru3 Iesu crist and seint laurence : it is me ajein i-como."

pis tyfingue sprong sone wide : so fat ofore i-nowe 52

Jjat wide a-boute blinde weren : fuder-ward faste huy drowe.

T bo Ypolite fis i-saij : fat ore louerd hadde swuch mijte

Jj.it alle fc blinde fat fudore comen : anon hadden heore sijte,

"' Merci 1 " he cfiede, " seint laurence " : and to Iesu2 crist him nam,

And he, and al is maynie : nomen cristine-dom. [' w. i«] • us. iuu.

Valerian fare-after-ward sone : ase it cam in is foujte, 58

Sonde to ypolite fe knyjt : fat he seint laurence him

broujte.

" Nov, laurence," quath ypolite : " forth ich mot fe lede." 60

" Je, go wo forth," seide laurence : " ne schal us no-fing drede :

be Ioye of lioouene is al-jaro : to us bofe in alle wise."

po ladde ypolit laurence forth : bi-fore fe lufere lustise.

Valerian fe lustise : bi-hoold laurence faste, 64



342 ET. LAWRENCE, WHEN ASKED FOR THE CHURCHS TREASURES,

SHOWS POOR SICK MEN. HE IS SCOURGED FOR THIS.

Aud teide, "bel ami, hov longue : schal ower folie i-lastel

Tuyrn fi foujt, ich rede, sono : and scliewe us fat tresour

Of cliurchene fat fe was bi-tako : and de-liuero it fe Aumperour ! "

H " Sire Iustise," seint laurence seide : " jif fov onder-stanst resoun,

Jjov wost wel f>at ich liable i-leye : longue in fat prisoun,

So fat i-no habbe noujt fat trcsor : of churche here nor jare ; 70

_Ake jif me freo dawes furet : fat ich mouwe a-boute fare,

And ich it wolle to-gadere bringue : and here bi-fore fe lede." 72

J)o was fe Iustise swyfe glad : of wordes fat he sede ;

For hope of1 fat grete tresor : and for none ofurs fingue, % Mg. 0|!u?j,ur

he ;af him rcspit of freo dawes : fat tresor forth to bringue,

And bi-tok him ypolito in warde : fat he Mm ajeiu brou3te. 76

Forth huy wenden wide a-boute : and guod tresor huy 80113U3 :

Alle fe men fat huy lnijten finde : fat pouere and feble were,

In sicnesse ofur in miseise : to-gadere huy broujten fere, 79

And in ypolitus house hudden heom : And wenden to fe Aumperour.

\)a Aumperour heom Axede sone : jware were fat tresour.

IF " Sire," seide seint laurence : " redi it is a-non." • wig.p*uu

he wen-.lo out after fe sclie Men : and bad heom with him gon.

Iu-to fe paleis1 he ladde heom forth : bi-foro fe Aumperour, 84

" Lo, sire," lie seide, " ich habbe i-broujt : holi churche tresour.

J?is tresour is s\rife holi and guod : and euere it wole i-laste,

hit ne schal ncuere wanie : ake euere wexe faste ;

In echo londe it u redi : jwodere-so ani man wiende; 88

J3are-with Man may fe bhsse of heouene : buggo with-outen ende."1

"Ei, traitre," seide fe Aumperour : "is it i-come here-tol >«tiTT.w«.

hastfov us fus to scorn i-driue 1 : fov ne schalt non-more so."

he liet him streope nakede a-non : and with smarte scourgene him

bete, 93

]5at blod om bi is limes a-doun : bofe in lengfe and in grete (!).

J)o seide fis holie man : " louerd, ich fonkie fe

Jjat a-mong fine holie compaynie : fi wille is to bringue me.

And fov, wrechche lnfere fing : fov art in grot torment i-wis, 96

In wrathfe and soruwe of heorte : and neuere fe worse me nis."

" A, traytour," seide fis lufere Man : " neltfov non-ofur singue 1 "

Alle manere of tormeuz : bi-fore him he liet bringue,



ST. LAWRENCE 13 FEARFULLY TORTURED BT DECIOS. A TOICE 343

FROM HEAVEN BAYS HE MUST SUFFER MORE.

Hokes of .Ire., and jweoles also : with rasores al-a-boute, 100

And a bed of Ire with kene pike3 : al hrenninde with-oute, tfcLiufcJ

Soourgene of led and raketeijes : and ofere wel mani on,

pat we ne oonne noujt alio tcllcn : on eorfe noufe nis swuch non.

"Lo," seide fe Aumperour : " bi-hold noufe al-a-boute, 104

And honovre ore godes, ich rede, a-non : o}mr herto fov schalt loute;1

For alle )>e tormenz fat fov i-sixt : and jeot wel mo fer-to, > •*. w«u

kite fov tu3'rno f i \>o\i)t a-non : on fi bodi schullen beo i-do."

11 " pov wrechohe," seide fis holie man : " mi wille hath euero i-beo

For-to come to fis murie solas : fat ich here noufe i-seo.

Wel mo tormenz fano hero bcoth : to fe beoth i-mad al-jaro 110

In }>e pine of helle : 3wane ich schal to fe Ioye of heuene fare."

Decius fe Aumperour fo : ficrdo aso ho were wod. 112

Jje compaynie of tormentores : wel prest bi-fore him stod :

lie het boom with groto staues : leggen on him to grounde.

pe tormentores leiden on him : and maden bim mani a wounde.

Ase buy bcoten fis holio bodi : seint laurence bim sedo : 116

" pou wrechebe, noufe fov mijt i-seo : fat I-nabbo of fe no drede."

"Xiniez a-non," quath fo Aumperour : "and makiez is torment

more 1 "

Wel redie weren ]>o schrewes alle : to don aftur is lore :

Irene plates al brenninde : In is woundes huy duden so sore. 120

" Swete louerd," ]>is holi man seido : " ich bidde fo milce and ore :

For fo ich was hardo a-coupet : I-ne for-sok fo noi^t,

Ake fo ine Axeden me, ich was a-knowe of fe : with worde and

with foujt."

po decius i-heorde fis : for wrathfe he gan grede, 124

And liet nimo scourgene : with grete bottene1 of lede » •«. t»iu«

And liet beten fis holi man : fat is bones broken some ; > t&M ut«r

pat bo was op-on fe pointe of deth : and is strencfe neij bi-nome.

IT * Louerd," he seide, " Iesu crist : fat foledest deth [for1] me, 128

Onder-fong, )wane ich hoonncs wiende : mine soule, kh bidde fe I "

po cam fare a swete voiz : a-doun fram heuene anon,

pat feos wordes to bim seide : fat huy heorden ech-on : »Ms.i»™«»tor»«

" 3«ot fe bcoth for godes loue : tormentes1 to come wel ma" 132

* Po Decius i-heorde fi» : for wrathfe he gradde and wo :



3ii ST. LAWRENCE IS BEATEN WITH IRON SCOURGES, AND BURNT AND

TORN ON A GRIDIRON. HE IS TRUE TO CHRIST.

"Lo," he seide, "mine barones : fat mi conscilcres 30 beotli,

Conseil nimez here-of l in mine court : of finguo fat 3s i-seoth :

Je i-heorez wel hov fe deuele[n] : with him spekez nov here— 136

For of fing fat je i-heorez alle : he ne may him noujt skere. l Jjj^""

buy comieth here and confortiez him : ase 30 i-heorez ech-on.

Strong wichche [ho] is,fat ne doutez : of ore godes ech-on ;

Wei hardi he is, for he ne tellez : of alle ore tormenz non. 140

hi fe fei fat ich owe to mahun : nn-ofur it schal gon I "

Scourgene he liet nime of Ire : fat harde wcren i-nov3,

And is ftesch, fat was er bi-leued : fare-with he1 tc-gnovj. > af.m

J30 is flesch fus defouled was : fat reovfe it was to seo, 144

" J)eof," he seide, " 3cot fov scbalt : In wel more torment beo."

his chekene and is mouth a-boute : he liet1 bete with stones, [foL iw]

And daschte fe tiez out of is heued : and to-breken is bones. 1 us. lieu

"pov wrecliche," he seide, "bi-ficnch fi-seolf : and tome sone )>i

fou3t!" 148

H " Sire Aumperour," laurence seide : " fov spext al embe noi^t :

I-nelle honovri none ofur godes : fane Iesus, in none wise ;

For him ich louie, and euere wolle : don him sacrefise."

po Decius him hadde i-do : al fat he coufe bi-fcnche, 152

" Certes," he seide, " fov schalt beo ded : ne schaltfov nou3t so at-

blenche."

Strong fuyr he lieth maken and gret : and a gredire far-on sette,

)3eno holie Man, seint laurence : far-to ho liet fette

And al-a-long opon fe gredire : ouer fe fure him caste. 156

Jje tormentores stoden al-a-boute : and bleowen fat fuyr wel faste ;

with Irene pikes huy pulten him : and schouen In1 faste a-boue.

Louerd, muche was fe py ne : fat he soffrede for fi loue ! ' <■< >>i«

Jjat fuyr bi-neofe rostede him : al quic mid flesch and blode, 160

And fe Irene pikes in is flesch : ful bitterliche huy wode.

Seint laurence bi-gan to speke [fo] : and to fe Aumperore he sede :

" J>ov lufere wrechche, it ne deriez me noi^t : al fine lufere dede.

Nim jeme fat fine fuyrie coles : wel muche a-kelez me, 164

And into fe strongue fuyre of helle : huy schullen bringue fe.

" "I" Ouerd Iesu crist, fov it wost : I-ne habbe fe nou3t for-sako,

JLi Ake clanliche mi bodi and al mi fou3t : fe ich habbe bi-take."



ST. LAWRENCE DIES, AND IS BURIED BT HIS CONVERT, SIR TPOLIT. 345

ST. KEN'ELM. THE EXTENT AND THE RIVERS 0? ENGLAND.

Jjo bi-heold he )>cne Aumperonr : with fair scmblaunt and lonv) : 1C8

" Jjov wrechche," ho seide, " fou hast i-rosted : fulko one side i-nouj :

Tome hire opward and .et. hire noufe : for jare heo is fare-to ;

And wicnd and roste fat o)>ur side : fat heo beo i-novj al-so."1

11 j)o bi-heold he up on heij : and toward heouene is Eyene caste,

And seide : " swete Iesu cn'st : Ich fonki fe wcl faste » «t i »r. mm.

J)at ich it habbe of-serued : at fine jates In to wiende." - 174

With fulke worde he deide fo : and brouto is lijf to ende.1 « •J.irr.moc*.

Ypolit, fe guode knyjt : fat he broujte to cn'stine-dom, 176

And fat him wuste in prisone .er : swyfe sori bi-com :

bi nijtc he wende stillede-liche : and fis holie bodi lie nom

And burede hit wel stillcde-liche : after is harde dora.

Louerd, muche was fe pine : fat he folede here : 180

hit1 is wel ri^t fat he beo : Apostles i-fere. > ks. hk

Novfe, Iesu, for fe grete pine : fat seint laurence here hadde,

Vs bringue to fulke Ioye : fat fine Aungels his soule ladde. Amen.

49 Vita sancti Kenelmi. Begis.

SEint Kenelm, fe jonguo kyng : fat holi martyr is,

he was kyng in Engelonde : of fe Marcho of Walis.

Kyng kenulf his fader hiet : he was kyng fare also ;

Jje Abbeie of wynchecoumbe he liet arere : And fare-inno raonekes

do; i

And Aftur is dofe he was fare i-bured : and jeot he lijth fere

In fe Abbei'30, fat jcot staut : fat he hiro-seolf liet a-rere.

J)o was wynchecombe gret cite : and mest of i-novj

Of al fulko half of Engelonde : so feor so his lond drouj. [w. ua bj 8

Fyf kingues fare weran fulke tyme : In engelonde i-do,

For Enguelond was guod and long : and sura-del brod al-so.

A-bouten eijte hondret mile : Engelond long is

Fram1 fe South into fe North : and to houndret brod i-wis > us. ft*n

Fram fe Est into fe West. : al-so fare-inne beoth

Manie wateres guode i-nowe : fat men al dai i-seoth. 14

bote freo wateres principales : of alle ne beoth, i-wis :

fat .on. is homber, fat ofur seuerae : and tomes fe fridde is. 16

To fe North-se hombur geth : fat is on of fe beste,



346 ST. KEXELM. EXTENT OF THE FIVE KINGDOMS OF ENGLAND.

THE MARCH OF WALES IS THE BIGGEST.

And Temese into fe est-se : and seuerne into J»e weste.

H Jjeos fijf kyngus of Engelonde : fat weren bi olde dawe,

hadden heore part ech bi him-seolf i-deld : ase it was ri$t and lawe.

Jjo kjng fat was of fe March : he hadde al fat beste :

Muche del he hadde of Engclond : fat on half al-bi weste, 22

"Wyrccestre-schire, and ware-wike-schire : and fe schire of gloucestre—

J)at is neijwat al o bischopriche : fe bischopes of wyrecestre. 24

he hadde far-to chastre-schire : and derbi-schire al-so,

And stafford-schire—fatbeothalle : to1 one bischopc-riche i-do, 'ai.in

In fe bischop-riclie of Chastre : and jeot heo beoth far-to,

Schrobbe-schire sum : and warewyke-schire haluon-del al-so. 28

Jjis king hadde al-so hereforde-schire : fat o bischopriche is,

Ake Schrob-schire fitllez haluendel : to fulke schire,1 i-wis,

And sum of warewike-schire : and of gloucestre-schire al-so.

Sethfe hadde fo king of fe March : wel more lond fer-to : 32

Nore-hampte-scMre, and boking-ham-schire : and fe schire of Oxen-

ford, > at. bljchoprtcln

Leycestre-schire, . lincolne-schire : and fe schire of hert-ford—

Jjat is al o bischopriche : fat of lincolne noufe is,

fat jwuylene was of doorkcestre : bi-side Oxenforde, i-wis. 36

Sethfe hadde fe king of fe March : Notingham-schire fer-to—

In fe bischopriche of Eucrwike : bote fo nas it noujt so.

po was al fis lond i-cleoped : fe Marche of Walis :

Of al fis scint kenclraes fader : he was king, i-wis. 40

Ron of alle fe ofere kync-riches : a-jein f is kinedom nas;

And wjnche-coumbe of al fis lond : chef Cite fo was.

Jjis fijf kyngues fat weren fo : fat on was of kent, i-wis,

And fe ofer, ase ich ou seide er : of fe Marche of walis, 44

Of Esex,1 and of Xorth-horaberlond : and of est-lond al-so— > r. w«wi

Jjis fijf kynedomes in engelond : in fat time weren i-do.

£e king of west-sex hadde fo : al wilte-schire, i-wis, * a*, ootmu

And Deorkecestre,1 and barroke-schire : fat al o bischopriche is, 48

To1 fe bischopriche of salesburi— : ake fo nas it so noujt,* , j,,.'™^

For fe chief stude of fe bischopriche : at schirboume was i-wroujt.

Sethfe hadde fe kyng of west-sex : south-sex al-so,

t* welde and al fe bischopriche : of Cicestre fer-to ; 52



ST. KEN'ELM BECOMES KINO AT SEVEN TEARS OLD. 347

EXTENT OP THE KINGDOMS OF WESSEX, EASTLAND, &0.

And southampte-schire and sofereye : fat of fel bischopriche is,1 > r. o

be bischopriche of wynchestre : fat juyt i6 fere, i-wis ; p hi. uoj

Ami sonier-sete [)>at] to welles : ]>ulke tyme drouj— i «j.}«wii«)>»»iiut.aJ

Nov it is J>e bischopriche of bafe : je schullen i-wyten.1 56

1f be kyng of west-sex hadde sethfe : al deuene-schire, i-wis,

And Cornwaile, fat in fe bischopriche : of Eccestro noufe is.—

be king of kent was fo kyng : of al fe londe of kcnt,

J3.1t wcren inne tweie bischopriches : and jeot nis it noujt i-went : 60

)>.' bischopriche of Caunterburi : fat in Engelonde jeot is hext,

And fe bischopriche of Eoucestre : fat infe west-side is next.—

be king fat was of ast-londe : king was of North-folk, * £-£ftff **"*

be bischopriche of North wich : and al-so of south-folk 64

And al fe bischopriche of hely : fat fe Yle of hely jeot is,

And grauntobrugge-schire : fare-to fallez, i-wis ;

Seint Eadmund was of fat lond : kyng bi olde dawe—

For be was in is owene lond : for is guodnesse a-slawe.— 68

be kyng of North-bumber-lond : was kyng, icb onder-stonde,

Of al fe londe bi-jcondo houmber : A-non into scotlonde,

be bischopriche of Eouerwik : and of Duyrham, i-wis ;

Seint Oswold bi olde dawe : was kyng of al f is. 72

bus manie kyngues weren : jwylene in Engelonde,

And heore londes de-partede weren : fus, ich undcr-etonde.—

be kyng fat was of fe march : ase ich telle bi-gan,

Kenulf kyng be was i-cleoped : swife boli and good man : 76

Seint kenelin was is sone : and is eir al-so ;

Borewenild and quendritb : weren is dou^trene two.

In fo foure-and-twentife jcre : of is kynedom

be kyng1 kenulf deide : and to fe Iole of heuene he com— 80

hit was afftur fat ore louerd : in his moder a-lijto > «■ tbt margia.

Eijte hundret jor and Nyntene : bi a-countes ri^te.

IT Seint kenelm, is jonge sone : In is seaenfe jero

kyng was I-mad aftur bim : al-fei be jong child were. 84

his [o] soeter Borewenild : louede him i-nouj

And in echo manere : to alle guod-nesse heo drouj.

Quendritb, fe ofur soster : of hire maneres nas noujt,

For heo tornede to feolonie : and1 to qnede hire foujt. > orig.ut 8S



348 ST. kenelm's bad sister, quendrith, tries to poison him,

AND PLOTS HIS DEATH. HE IS WARNED BY A DREAM.

H heo i-saij fat hire junguo broker : fat nas noujt of seue jer,

kyng was i-mad of al fat lond : fat heore fader hadde er :

to him heo hadJe gret onde : fat he scholde so riche beo

And eir of hire fader lond : and of more power fane heo ; 92

heo foujte, jif heo mijte bringue : fis child of lijf-dawe,

J)at heo wolde of is heritago : beo quene with lawe.

Al hire foujt was nijt and day : to bi-fenche sum outrage,

bat fis child were i-bronjt of dawe : for-to habbe is heritage. 96

heo porueide hire rijt feolonliche : A poysun, strong i-nouj,

For-to jiue fis jongue child : to slen him with wouj. [foi. iso kj

]3o fat poysun him was i-jiuo : fat so strong and lufer was,

Ore louerdes mijte was so muche : fat no-fe worse him nas. 100

Jjo fe lufere quene fat i-sai : fat hit was al for noujt,

Jjat no poysun ne mijte him sle : heo foujte an ofur foujt.

J3is jongue child aue maister hadde : fat his wardein was—

Askebert he was i-clcoped : a strong trichour, alas I 104

For non-.an ne may to ofur : sonere tricherie do

Jjane filke fat is him euere neij : and fat he trist meat to.

H fcis lufere quene bi-foujte hire : of one false wrenche— 107

Men seith fat feolonie nas nouere non : fat womman ne can bi-fenche.

with fis Askebert heo spac : fis child to slcn and spille ;

heo bi-het him mede and guod i-novj : and of echo fing don is wille.

So fat fis to lufere fingues : weren at one rede,

And bi-speken hou huy mi)ten best : don fe lufere dede. 112

)>e jwyle huy bi-speken bofe : fis jongue child to quelle,

)}is swete sweucne fis child matte : fat ich ov wollo noufe telle :

him foujte fat fare stod a treo : rijt bi-fore is boddo,

paX a-non to fe steorrene it tilde : and swyfo wide it spradde ; 1 10

Jjis treo was fair and noble i-novj : And schon wel brijte and wide,

Ful of blostmene and of fruyt : and mani a riche L0U3 bi-sidc,

beminde wex and laumpes al-so : ficke brenninde and lijte—

80 noble treo nas neuere i-seije : ne non fat schon so brijte. 1 20

him foujte he cfljam1 op-on fat treo : to fexte bowe an heij » us. «m

And Li-heold a-boute in-to al fe world : and a-perteliche1 i-soij.

pe jwyle he stod opon fis treo : and bi-heold a-boute so, » «t pmu iwwj

him foujte fat on of is nexte frend : and fat he truste meet to, 121



ST. kenelm's nurse, wolvene, interprets his DREAM. 349

HIS TUTOR ASKEBERT DIGS A FIT TO PUT HIM INTO.

On fe grounde stod bi-nejie : and smot a-to Jiis treo,

Jjat it feol a-doun to grounde : J>at deol it was to seo.

to nluyte foul he J bi-cam : non fairore ne mijto non* beo, ' ms. v*

And bi-gan with Ioye i-novj : rijt into heouene fleo. • <■». bob 1 28

jjo ))is child folate so : at wynchecombo he lay :

ho a-wok and [in] grete foujte was : bofe nijt and day. » ms. km

lio nuste jwat tockninge it was : wel fe more was his 1 foujt ;

Are he farof sum-fing wuste : blij>e nas he noujt. 1 32

his norice, fat him hadde i-fed : and with hire milk forth i-broujt,

Jj.it child heo louede cuere muche : with dcdes and with foujt ;

To hire fat child triste mest : —woluene hire name was :

Jjis child tolde hire priueliche : of is metingue al is cas. 136

Jjo )>is Xorice hadde i-heord : }>e sweuene, fat was so guod,

hco bi-gan to siche sore : and in grete Jioujte stod;

" Alas," heo seide, " J>at ich scholde : euere J>is day a-bide,

Jjat mi child, mi swete heorte : swych cas schal bi-tide I 140

Alas, mi child, mi swete fode : fat ich habbo forth i-broujt,

)ji soster, fat1 bi-spekez fi deth : to quelle fe heo hath i-foujt • •f.om.

Ako fe foul, fat fou bi-come to : and to heucne gan i-wei.de, [w. ist]

))at was fi soule, fat fudere schal : aftur fi Hues ende."— 144

J}is metyngue bi-cam soth i-nouj : fat he fond atfe laste.

For is soster and Askebert : bi-speken is deth wel faste.

Askebert seide a day : fat fis child scholde wende

An hontingue, to pleijen him : bi fe wodes ende, 148

And he with him, aso hit was rijt : to witien him bi fe weije.

he1 wende to fe wode of clent : ase it were heora for-to pleie. > = faw,fc«r

Ase huy wenden a-boute fe wode : ase ore louerd $af fe grace,

grete wille fat child hadde : fare to slepen in one place ; 152

A-doun he lai wel sofftelicho : and gan to slepe a-non.

Askebert ne foujto noujt : fat he scholde famies gon.

bi-side in one deme stude : he gan to deluen faste

Ane put, j wane fat child were ded : fare-inne him to caste. 15C

Jjat child bi-gan a-wakien sono : ase fei it were bi cas,

After is maister he bi-heold : and ne saij noujt 3 ware he was.

Ake ore louerd him jaf fe grace : fei he nuste noujt of is dede,

t it he spac to his maister : and feos wordes sede : 160



350 8T. KBNELM 18 MURDERED BT HIS TUTOR A8KEBERT IN THE WOOD

OF CLEKT. BIB SOUL, AS A DOVE, FLIES TO HEAVEN.

" Jjou trauailest," he seide, " a-bouto noujt : and pine jwyle pou dost

spille,

For in ane opure stude i schal deie : jwaro Lit is godes wille ;

And poruj tokningue of pis jcordo : pou schal wel i-seo

Jjaro1 al pi wille pou mijt do : fat ich i-martred beo." ' •J.whw* 164

Forth wende pis lupero man : and ])is child also,

huy comen to on opur stude : fare pe dede was i-do.

Jjis maister nam pe jeordo : and sette hire on po grounde :

And heo bi-gan to leui fare : in wel luyto stounde, 168

And a swype gret Asch bi-cam sethpe : and jeot slant in pulke place,

to scliowi pe mijte of seint kenelm : and ore louerdes grace.

pea lupere man nam pis child : in )>e wode of klcnt

And ladde him, ase men doth a poof : to a-fongue is Iuggement, 172

he ladde him into a priue stude : al out of pe woije,

bi-twene [twei]1 hullcs heije : into a deop ualeie. • ««.

IT bis child poruj pe holi gost : pei pe opur it nolde him telle,

Wuste wel is lupere poujt : pat he him wolde a-quelle ; 176

And po he targede a luyte : pis lupere dede to done,

J)at child seide wel niildeliche : " jwy ne dost pou sone 1 "

he bi-gan Ane saume pat men singuth : in holie churche a-day,

Jjat was " to deum laudamus " : are pat he a-doun lay. 180

Eijt ase he seide an holi vers : pat pare-inne was and is,

A-latyn i-writc, as alle pe opure : and pe englisch so is pis

" }>e faire compaygnie of Martyrs : louerd, herieth pe : "

Kijt ase he liadde pat fers i-seid : as pe boc tellez mc, 184

J)e lupere man sinot of is heued : onder on hawjpom-treo,

J)are ase godes wille was : pat he i-martred scholde beo.

A coluere, jwijt so eni milk : out of him gan teo

And rijt euene heo was i-scije : into heouene fleo. cm-»m*0 188

Onnepe he was seuc jcr old : are he i-martred were—

Alto soth is sweueno was : ase [men] inijten i-seo pere I

IT bia lupere man pat him a-slovj : bi-gan to delue faste

And made one put, deop i-nouj : and pare-inne pis child caste ; 192

he burede hit pare faste i-nou : pat he i-founde nere,

And wende horn a-jc-in in is wei : and liet him ligge pere.

To Quendrith, his lupere soster : a-non-rijt he gan i-wende



8T. KEKELSl'3 BAD SISTER, QUENDRITH, BECOMES QUEEN. 351

SHE FORBIDS FOLK TO NAVE EER BROTHER. A COW HONOURS HIM.

And toldo al pis lupere dede : hou he was i-broujt to ends. 196

Jjcos womman was )>o glad i-nou^ I : A-boute hco sende a-non

For-to saisi alle his londcs to hire : and pe maneres euerech-on.

And liet hire makien quiene of ))e Marche : ase hire brojmr was king.

A schrewe lauedi heo was i-novj : and wicke poiuj alle ping I 200

heo ivondo a-boute ope al bire lond : and nam hire manrede,1

And bi-cam stuyrne and bi-ladde hire men : harde with muche

wrcch-hcde.3 ' orlg. muind* • al. J tt. bmc«.

heo liet hote into al fat lond : pat no man so wod nero

to nemmen hire broker name : for louo ne for fere ; 204

And jif man mijto nni i-wite : p*t nadde it noujt bi-leued,

))at he were sone i-nome : and i-smiten of is heued.

pus fierde pis lupero womnian : and sturede hire wel faste ; 207

)3.it no man ne dorste hire bropur bi-mene : huy weren so sore a-gaste.

And euere lai Jiis holie bodi : i-bured swipe stille,

bat no man ne dorste of liim spoke : a-jein J>e quiene wille.

So longue.pat he was al for-jite : po men ne moste of him spoke.

Ake hit nos noujt pat atpe laste : ore louerd him nolde a-wreka 212

)};<ne no man nolde, pat witti was : of him penchen ene,

Ore louerd nolde noujt pat he were : allingues for-jite so clene ;

3 wane no man, pat witti was : of him ne liadde muynde,

A doumb best, pat is with-oute witte : hadde, a-jein kuynde. 216

For a wydewe hadde ane jwite kov : pat wonede pare-bi-sido,

pat jeode a-dai to fetten hire mete : in pe wode wcl wide

po seint kenelm was i-bured : in pe valeio pare doune.

bis kou wolde eche daye : jwane heo come fram toune 220

to gaderi hire mete, with opure kuyn : heo wolde gon al one

For a-doun into pis valeio : and hire felawes bi-leue ecb-one,

And sitte bi pis holie bodi : al pe longue dai,

Ase it were for-to honouri him : for hit so one lay ; 224

And so heo sat with-oute mete : al pe day to pen ende,

And jwane hit atpe eue was : hamward heo wolde wende.

3 wane heo cam horn at eue : fair and round heo was,

And swype Mielch al-so : —pat was a wonder cos 1 228

For pare ne was no opur kov : pat half so mucho milk jeoue ;

heo ne jaf a-morewe nope lasso : pei heo wore i-milked an eue.1 ' •* * "•



352 ST. kexelm's death-flack in cowbaohe valley is made

KNOWN AT BOMB BT A MESSAGE FROM BEATEN.

Folk pat pis wonder i-saij : guode jome alio huy nome

And a-waiteJen wcl a dai : 3 ware po kou bi-como. [ft>L isy 232

Heo seien hire sitte al po day : in Jo valeie pare doune,

Stille in one stude, metelos : for-to heo eode an «ue to toune.

Ake jwi heo sete pare so : heo ne mijtcn i-wito noting ;

bote in hcoro licorto huy onder-stodcn : }>at it was sum tokning. 23G

For Jis kor wone"de so pero : and adai drouj hire paro-to,

J?e ualeye men cleopeden " koubache " : and joot men doth al-so.—

In kovbache pat holie bodi : lai wel mani a jor,

bat men nusten of him no-ping : ase ich ov seide er : 210

For is soster, pat was so forth1 : in grete pruyte i-broujt, > ai. r«™ i «n.i

So grot pretninguc for him heo made : pat men ne dorsten him

ncmmo noujt.—

Jjo pis bodi ne moste beo : i-founde in Engelonde,

Ore louord, pat wot alio ping : to him he sonde is sonde.1 244

Ase pe pope stod at romo : in his masse a day ■ at. ptrto wttt u bond*

At seint peteres weouede : ase muche folk pat i-sai,

A coluere, jwijt so ani snov : cam fram heouene fleo

And leide on pe'weucde a luyte writ : and sothpe ajon gan stoo, 248

he flevj op into heouene an hoi) : ase ore louord it wolde.

J?at writ was jwijt and schon wel brijto : po lcttres weren of golde.

J)e pope ponkede ihewi cn'st : and pat folk dude al-so.

he nam pe lettre on his hond : and po heo was ondo, 252

he nusto jwat it was to segge : ne non insist he ne coupe i-wite—

For he ne coupe englisch non : and on englis it was i-writo.

be liet cleopie eche-mancre men : of eche diuerse londe,

jif any covpe of pis holie writ : Ani-ping onder-stonde. 256

po weren pare men of Engelonde : pat wusten jwat it sode,

And onder-stoden wel pat writ : po heo i-heorden it rede.

H bat writ was puyr on Englisch i-writo : ase men it radden pere ;

And for-to tellen with-oute ryrao : peos wordes it were : 260

" In klent covbache kenelm, kynguea sone,1 lijth onder ane pome, is1

heued him' bi-reuecL" ««*b«r» »«j. ™>.

bis writ was wel nobleliche : i-wust and up i-do,

And i-holde for grot reliko : and jeot it is al-so ;

be nobleste relike it is on par-of : pat is in pe churche of romo— 264



st. ken-elm's body is sought, bt the pope's order, and found 353

under a thorn at cowbaoh. it is borne to winohcombe.

So it oujte wel ho-so it under-stodo : fram jwanno fat it come :

For jwane it out of heouene cam : fram ore loucrdcs honde,

}wat noblcre rclikc mijte bcol : I-nc can non onder-stonde.

pare-fore seint kenelmcs day : aso fe pope makede is heste, 268

At romo huy lioldez heijliche : and makicz wcl hci3 festc.—

f po pope, Jio he fe sofo wusto : fat it was swucli tockninguo,

his messagers in-to Engelondo : he sendo wit fis tifingue ;

To fe Erchebischopo of kaunterburi : wolfred fat was f■■>, 272

his lettre he sende, fat he scholde : of swuche fingue onder-go

And seche after fe wode of klent : 3if ani man rnijto i-wite,

And secho ane forn in kovbache : ase it was in )>e write,

And for-to seche fat holie bodi : fat derneliche lay fere, 276

And nimen it up with gret honour : fat hit i-schrined were.

j)o fo lettre fram fe pope : to fe Erchebischope cam, [fei. is» »0

Of bischopes and of clerkus : conscil far-of he nam :

So fat in fe wode of klciit : fat in wyricestre-schire is, 280

he liet seche fat holie bodi : and fond it out, i-wis,

Ondcr fe fome at covbache : ase fat writ seide of rorae. v

For be contreie-men bi-side . manio budcre huy come,1 i<rf.Afor)>«mir«w

po* men of fare-bi-side : onder-jeten' fat cas, W"» t""* h| «°™-

Ortrcweden wel jware it lay : for fe miracle so fair was. J JtJj^

A-non so fat bodi was op i-nome : fe jwile fat folk fare stod,

bere sprong a welle, fare he lay : fat 3eot is fair and guod.

A welle fare is cler i-nouj : and eucreft hath i-beo, 288

In fe stude fare he lai on : ase man mai fare i-seo,

Men1 cleopieth "seint kenelmes welle"— : fat niani man hatli

i-soujt, > •*. brt im

And manie f0013 fe watere : of grete Anguisse beoth i-broujt.

Of fe cite of wynchecumbe : and of fe contreio fare-bi-side 292

))c men weren fat soften so : fat holie bodi so wide :

And1 fe bischopes hadden er i-loked : fat it scholde to winchecumlw

beo i-bore * •'• **

And i-schrined, fare is fader lai : fat a-rerde fat hous bi-foro.

J-is men nomen up fat holie bodi : fat of gloucestre-Bchire were, 296

And nobleliche toward wynchecumbe : with procession it bere.

Pat folk of wyricestre-schire : fat woneden fare-bi-siJe,

LEGENDS OF SAINTS. A A



354 ST. KEKELJi's BODY 18 DISPUTED OVER, BUT THE GLOUCESTER

SHIRE MEN TAKE IT TO WINCHCOMBE. A MIIIACLE.

Nomen Iicom to rede manio : to maken fat bodi a-bidp,

And sworen fat liuy it wolden habbe : and noman ne scholdo it heum

bi-reue, 300

Foi in }>e schiro fare it i-founde was : liny seiden, it scboldo bi-leue.

bi fe watere of pireford : fis two scliirene hem rnettc,

And conteckeden for f is holie bodi : and faste to-gadere set'.e. » «'. rp

So fat huy nomen ane founne of pays : to don bi1 godes grace, 30-t

3if god hoom wolde is wille sch[e]wen : are buy wenden fram fat

place.

Feor huy weren i-trauailed and sore : so fat heom luste slepe ech-on :

huy maden ane fourmc fat huy scholden alio : ligge slepe a-noti,

And jwefur of fis twei schiree : mijtcn sonore a-wake 308

huy scholden sauf i-novj wenden forth : and fat bodi with horn1 take.

IT Stille huy lei3en slepe faste : fis scliirene bofe-to, > us. liim

And resten heom of bore werienesse— : for ore loucrd it woldc so.

[So] fat huy of gloucestre-schire : a-woken sone eclion 312

At one tyme alle, ase god it wolde : and of wyricestre-schire noujt on.

In pais huy wenden forth hoore wey : and fis bodi with heom toke.

Wei fif mile wei huy weren i-wende : are fe ofere a-woke. 3!5

J3is ofere i-seijen heom bi-gylcde : anon so buy bi-younne a-wake :

And siweden fis ofere swife faste : ake huy ne mijten heom noujt

of-take.—

bis men toward wy[n]checombe : fat holie bodi huy bore.

Are heo rr^ten it fudere bringue : swyfe werie huy were.

So fat huy comen into one wode : a luyte bi este fe toune, 320

And resten heom, fo huy weren so neij : opon ane lieije doune,

A-furst buy weren for werienesse : so fat it nos non ende.

huy beden ore louerd for seint kenelmes loue : fat he scholde heom

drinke sende. CM. imj

A fair welle fare sprang op : an heij op-on fe doune— 32<

]}at juyt is fare, clcr and cold : half a mile fram toune ;

heo is noufe wel faire i-heoled : with freo stun, ase ri^t is,

I-redi ech man to drinken of : fat cometh fare-forth, i-wis.

H ]3e Monekes of Wynchecombe : arerd habbez fare-bi-side 328

A fair cbapele of seint kenelm : fat men sechez ful wide.—

Quendrith, fe lufere womman : at wynchecumbe fo was ;



8T. KKKELM'S BODY IS ENSHRINED IN WINCBCOMBE ABBEY. 355

QUENDRITH IS STRUCK BLIND, AND DIES. ST. OREOORY.

bote heo nuste nou3t hire broker so neij : ne no-wi3t of fat cas.

In seint peteres churche heo sat : bi-side fe Abbeie-jate, 332

In a soler infe est-side : and lokede out fare-ate.

heo i-saij al fis grete folk come : a-donewavd of fe doune heije

Toward wynchecumbe : a-luyte fram suyd-leije.

heo Axede jwat men it weren : and jwat huy ]>oujten fere. 336

Men seiden fat huy to churche wolden : and fat huy hire broker

bere.

bo was fis Quiene sori i-novj! : in grete deole and fere

hire sauter heo nam on honde : aso fei heo witles were.

Of fe sauter fe laste saume : bi-fore fe Euesongus, i-wis, * ot.om. 340

of corsingue and1 of lufere men : and of mansinguo i-maked heo is :

" Deus laudem" [heo] is i-cleoped. : fis saume fo Quiene radde,

For-to a-corsi hire brofur bodi : and alio fat him fudere ladde.

Jjo heo cam to fe Ninteofe vers : ase fo mansingue endez, i-wis, 34 4

Jj.it " hoc opus eorwm " : a-latin i-cleoped it is, » «/. wh»t » «i •roi>(r.>

pat scit fat1 men it beo scholden : fat duden2 fat ilko dedo :

Opon hire owene heued it cam : ase heo fat vers gan rede :

For rijt ase heo fat vers raddo : out-borsten bofe hire oije 348

And fullen a-doun op-on hiro sauter : ase manie men i-sei3P.1

be sauter is juyt at wynchecombo : and ho-so come wole fare-to,

Apcrtelicho man may fare i-se : jware fo dede was i-do.— > aMrr.nxn.

pis holie bodi was forth i-bore : with gret honour ate fine, 352

And in fe Abbeie, fare ho lijth 3uyt : i-don in wel noble schrine.

bis lufere Quiene deido sethfe : in schrewedenesse 1-110113 ; 354

pat bodi, ase a corsede wrechche : into ane dicbe man it drovj,

Into fe foulesto fat was faro a-boute : and fare-inne man it slong—

bote hiro endingue sunful1 were : me finchez elles it hadde i-bco

wrong 1 istrnniu 357

Not god for fe loue of seint kenelm : is swete grace vs2 sende, *ns.it

bat we moten to fulke Ioie : fare he is inne.i-wiende. AmeN.

60 Vita sancti Gregory.

SEint Gregori fe confessour : in Ciscile was i-bore.

In holienesse he ladde is lijf : fat is soule nere for-lore.

1 gret clerk he was and guod prechour. : in Cycile he liet a-rere

A A t



356 ST. GREGORY THE CONFESSOR FASTS, AND IS MADE A CARDINAL

BE BEES ENGLISH CHILDREN, AND CALLS THEM "ANGELS."

Sixe Abbeies of Monekes : with-inne a fewe jeres, 4

Se seouenfe he dude a-rero : in j>e Cite of rome ;

Jjare he and manie ofur with him : fe Abite of monekes noma,

In so gret fastingue he was : and so luyte he wolde ete,

Jjat al is wille he for-Ies : of drinke and of mete ; 8

1 For defaute he scholde raf ur deie : fane beo of-houugred ene—

So he was to fastingue i-woned : his lijf he ladde so clone, P foi.iub.]

„ Wei Bidden for al is feblesse : Idel he beo scholdu,1 * «■• ■»*.

J)at of ore louerdes seruise : rede ofur singue he [nojldo1 12

Oj»ur writen ofur telle : o)mr rimes far-of make, ' "8i2m%7 m"

Ofur he wolde bidde is beden : fe jwyle he mijto wake.

Jje pope is guodnesse under-jat : )>ei he fare-of were stille :

At rome he made him cardinal : al a-jeiu is wille. 16

So wijs and holi he was in Jxnijto : and so rijtful of is dede,

Jjat J>e conseil of holie churche : muche was bi is rede.—

Out of is paleys in a day : f is holie man gan i-wiende :

he founde Marchauns at rome : with Mercerie wel hiende. 20

to sullen huy ladden on heore hond : swete children freo,

Fairore fingus fane huy wercn : ne mijte no man i-seo.

Seint Gregori jeoruo lieom bi-hcold : a stounde he gan at-stondc,

And azede jwat fe childre weren : and of jwuclic londe. 24

Jje Marchaunz seiden, " Englische huy beoth : of Engelonde i-nome,

And swuch is fe kuynde of alio fe men : fat of fat lond doz come."

" Wel aujte," seide fis holie man : " J>at lond beo guod and riche,

For1 huy beoth Englische swyfe wel i-cleoped : engles huy bulk

i-Uche. ■ al. cm. • om, 28

3 if fat [lond]3 is swuch ase [fe]2 men beoth : name it hauez with rijte,

Englene lond it aujte wel beo : and engles fare-inne a-lijte ;

And swuch folk 3113 te in heouene : boon englene i-fere."

J50 Axede he jwat bi-leue : in engelonde were. 32

Jje marchaunz seiden, " al engelond : is puyr hefenesse."

" Alas," seide seint Gregori : " a-las, f0 sorienesse

put f0 prince of fe deorke hollo : schal habbe in powere

A lond fol of so fair folk : fat aujten beo Engles i-fere 1 " 36

he wende a-jein in-to is paleis : with wel dreorie chore,

And carede muche fat in Engelond : cristinedom i-broujt noro.



ST. GREGORY ASKS TO BE SENT TO ENGLAND, TO CONVERT IT. 357

THROUGH A HEAVENLY LIGHT, HE IS CHOSEN POPE.

At fe commuyn conseil a day : seint Grogori a-roa sone,

And bad fo pope and is cardinales : graunti him ane bone, 40

pat huy him sonden in-to engelond : to prechie cristmedom.

po1 fe pope mid is cardinales : gret conseil far-of nam ; » atom.

Nolden huy him graunti noujt. : ake euere he bad so faste,

pat huy dorsten worno none lengore : and graunteden atfe laste. 44

Seint Gregori was fo glad i-nouj I : he nolde a-bide non lengore more,

po wende he toward engelonde : to prechie godes lore.

A-non so he was fram rome i-wend : defaute of him men hadde ;

Jj.it folk cam to fe pope al day1 : and echone on him huy gradde, 48

Asc be to seint peteres munstre i-wende : ]>o in ane daije, > om. «i<uy

"J)ou fencst," huy seiden, " with fi conseil : al rome to bi-traijo ;

he fat halt op fe conseile of Rome : heonnes fou hast i-send ;

bote J)ou hiru of-sende sone : al rome worth i-schend." 52

pe pope hadde gret loue ei3e : of fat )>e folk him seide.1 Ut.m.

lie nns noujwer noij atfo so : are he him of-sende. [M.im]

With wel dreorie chere J>o : J)is holie man ajen wende.—

Ase god it wolde, fare-aftur-ward : sone it dude bi-falle 5C

pat J>e pope wende out of J>e world : so we schullen alle.

be cardinales and fe bischopes : and al fat conseil of rome,

Ano pope to cheose afturward : alle to-gadere huy come.

huy hieten fat och man fat of fe conseile was : echo daije faste

scholde 60

And in heoro bedes beon nijt and day : }ii ore louerd heom sende

wolde s

Ani tokningue a-mong heom : jif ani of heom wuyrfe were

In rome pope for-to beo : cristine men wel to lere.

))o huy hodden in heore oresones i-bcon : freo daies and freo nijt, 64

In fe huyrne of one chapele : huy seijen swyfe gret lijt,

pat stod ase fei hit a piler were : into heouene up-rijt—

liuy ne i-scijen neuer er no fing : so cler ne so brijt.

po huy comen to fe place : onder fe lijte huy founde 68

pane holie man, seint Gregori : plat i-falle to grounde ;

For werinesse of is oresones : he lai al1 in suoddringuo. > <•/.»•

J*it folk bi-gan to herien god : and loude huy guonne si[n]guo ;

huy nomen fesne holie man : and maden him pope a-non. 72



358 ST. ARMORY, THE ATOSTLE OF ENGLAND, SENDS ST. AUGUSTINE,

WHO CONVERTS THE ENGLISH TO CHRISTIANITY.

Fair and sweto was fat lijt : fat op-on him schon !—

Swifo wel he wustc cristine-dom : and holie lijf he ladde.

Of fe mis-bi-leue of Engelonde : gret deol and care he hadde.

Seint Austin was a Monek fo : him and ofcre he nam 76

And sonde beom in-to engelonde : to prechi cristindom.

IT Seint Austin and is Monekus : fo huy weren in Engelonde,

wide huy precheden cristindom— : i-hered beo godes sonde.

Seint Austin wende to fe kingues court : and so he prechede fere,1 80

Jjat Jie king and alle is men : sone i-baptizedo were. • ». so-* at. om.

J)o huy hadde i-broujt in-to godes lawe : fene kyng and is pouwer,

J) it folk tornede foruj godes grace : to him feor and ner.

So longue fat fis holie men : heoro wille hodden at fen ende, 84

J)at al folk of eche toune : to cristindom gan i-wendo.

Jjo wende seint Austin a-jen. : fo pope he toldo at rome1 ' r.nmuLom.

hou alle fe men of engelonde : cristin-dom nome.

Jjo was fe pope seint Gregori : i-broujt in grete blisse, 88

And liet seint Austyn wende a-jen : fat lond more to wisse

And make Bischopes and Ercedcknes : and ofure prelatus al-so,

Cristin-dom to witie in engelonde : fat men ne scholde neuere ondo.

Seint Austin wende a-non a-jen : and fo he to engelonde cam, 92

Twelf bischopes fare-inne lie maile : to witien cristin-dom,

And ofere prelates of holi churche : fat we a-mong us i-seoth.

In fis manere to cristindom : alle i-broujt we booth

Jjoruj fe bone of seint gregori : fat hidere sende is sonde ; 96

j3are-fore we cleopiez him in holie bok : Apostul of Engelonde,

For he us sende ore rijte bi-leue : fat we1 holdez juyte,2 [M.wkJ

And in his daije sette children to lore : fe jwyle huy booth luyto—

God for fe loue of seint gregori : fulke lore us leue so wite, > mmVmL

Jjat he us sende bi seint Austin : and neuereft hire for-jite. JJJjJLjJJiJi,,

Wel aujten cristine men to louien him : fat in rijte bi-leue heom

broujte; 102

For he was fe furete man : fat cristin-dom to hem bi-sou^te.1—

Muche folk fare was in Rome : fat in guode bi-leuo nere JJ^Jdi'

Ne bi-lieueden noujt fat fe sacringe : ore louerdes licame were.

Jjare-fore fe pope seint Gregori : prechede heom a day, 106

And fare-of schowede heom fair miracle : fat ech of heom it sai; :



A MIRACLE BT ST. GREGORY, TIIE APOSTLE OP ENGLAND. 359

ST. CUTBDERT IS CALLED, WHEN 18, TO GIVE UP IDLE GAMES.

Of ore louerdes licame a luyte he brae : bi-fore heom ase huy stode :

Sone it bi-cam to a luyte childes fingur : al wringuynde1 a-blode.

lmy bi-liefden wel }>o aftur-ward : on ihera crist ech-on, > at. miinjt

And onder-stoden fet sacrement : foriij lore of fat holie mon.1

bus fo holie man seint Gregori : pope was in rome, » n*-i«*.ot». 112

And sende us in-to engelonde : fo lawes of cristindome.

holi churche and cristindom : foruj him was so i-loked here,

Jjut ho is noufe in heouene : with Aungles i-fere.1 > t. iu-s •*. om.

Diilde we fanne fene holie man : apostle of Engelonde, 116

Jjat he bi-fore ihesu crist : ore ncode ounder-stonde.

51 Vita sanc/i Cuthbtvti.

SEint Cudbert was i-bore : here in Engelonde.

god dude for him grot miracle : ase je schulle uiuler-stoude.

])>' jwyle fat ho was a jong child : and in is ei^teteofe jore,

With jounge children he pleide atfe bal : fat is felawes were. 4

Jjare cam gon a luyte child : hit ne foujte J>rco jer old,

A swete creature and fair : milde it was and bold ;

to fe jonge Cudbert he joode : " leue brofer," he sede,

" Ne fench noujt on swuche idele games : fanne dost fou a guod

dede." 8

Seint Cudbert ne tok none jeme : to fo childes rede,

And pleide forth with his felawes : ase huy alio him bode.

J)o pis jongue child i-saij : fat lie is red for-sok,

A-doun he fool to grounde : and gret deol to him tok, 12

And bi-gan to weopen sore : and his hondene forto wringue.

lie children hadden alle deol of him : and bi-lefden heore pleiingue,

lmy gladeden him ase huy coufen : sore huy gonne to siche ;

And euere made fis jounguo child : reulich deol i-licho. 16

"A weilawei," fis Cudbert seide : " jwi weopest fou so sorel

}if we fe habbez oujt mis-don : we ne schullen none more."

p nun- spac fis jounge child— : for sore huy weopen beije,

"Cuthbort," he seide, "it ne falleth fe noujt : with jongue children -

to pleije ; 20

None swuohe idele games : ne bi-cometh fe for-to wurche,

Jwane god hath i-porueid fe : on heued of holie churche."



360 ST. CUTHBERT TURNS MONK. HE HAS THE GOUT. AN ANGEL,

AS A KNIGHT, PRESCRIBES FOR HIM.

"With Jmsse worde men misten : jwodere fat jongne child i-wende—

An Aungel of heouene it was : fat ore louerd fudere sonde. 24

J30 bi-gan1 seint Cudbert : to wcopo and sicbe sore, > Ms. Hg»n g«n

And lette a-wei is idele games : J>o nolde he pleije more :

he made his fader and is freond : sctten him to lore, [ft>i. iw)

And in his jonghede nyjt and day : of-scrucde cristes ore. 28

bo he in grettore eolde was : ase fo bok us hauez i-seid,

hit bi-feol fat fe bischop seint Aydan : sone fare-Aftur was ded.

Cudbert a-felde was with schep : Aungles of heouene he i-seij

J)e bischopes soule seint Aydan : to heouene bere an heij. 32

" I-nelle schep wite," seint Cudbert seide : " fol ich am to longae,

Schep i-nelle wite none lengore noufo— : a-fongue ho-so heom1 a-

fongue." • «t om.

he wende to )>e Abbeye of Gireuaus : greij monek he bi-cam—

grct Ioye roauden fe Monekes alio : fo he fe Abite nam. 36

Swife wel he is ordre heold : he was of greto penaunce,

Jje holicste monek he was i-holde : in engelonde ofur in Fraunce.—

hit bi-feol fare-aftur-ward : fat fate cam a goute

In is kneo, of Anguische gret : jware-of he hadde doute ; 40

So longue,fat is kneo to-swal : gret Angnyscho he i-fielde,

po senewes in is hamme schronken : he ne mijte fanne leg i-wielde,

Ne strechche forth is leg bi-neofe : fat Ioyncde to is fi$ ;

Ase a crupel lame he was— : he i-werth swife sori. 44

No man ne coufe bim fare-of redo : fat is leg i-seij ;

Ake nathfeles euere was is hope : to iesu crist a-lieij.

In A day, solas for-to habbe : he liet him bere a-boute,

And in fe ficlde he i-mette a wel fair knyjt : with loreins swife

proute. 48

Jje knyt bad heom one stounde a-bide : fat seint Cudbert bere ;

he bi-heold and handlede fane sore leg : ase fei he leche were.

" Nim," he seide, " fe milk of one kor : fat is of o colour,

Iuys of smal-Ache do far-to : and clene jwetene flour; 52

Seoth it to-gadere swife wel : and leie it al hot far-to,

A-brod ase fei hit a piastre were : and guod it schal fe do."

bo he hadde fis i-seid : fe knyjt is wei forth wende—

An Aungel of heouene it was : fat ore louerd fudere sende. 56



ST. CUTHBERT IS HEALED. HE HOUSES 8TRANOERS, ANGELS, 361

IN HIS CELL. A MIRACLE. HE WALES INTO THE SEA.

Are seint Cudbert J>e piastre hadde : longiie, him foujtc,1 to is leggo

i-bounde, ' "»• M" J*0"}4*

liig leg and is senewes : bi-comen hole and sounde.—

liit nas noujt longuo fare-aftur-ward : ase )>e bok us doth telle,

Jj.it fe Abbot sende him out : to one of heore cellos ; 60

hostiler he was fare i-mad : gistes to onder-fongue.

god dude fair miracle for him : are he hadde i-bco fare onjt longue.

Aungles fare coraen to him ofte : and with him buy cto

Ase fei it ofure gistes weren— : J)e gistninguo was ful swete 1 64

gistes wel gladlicho fone mete he jaf : he nolde no man werne,

licom fit beden par cbarite : for he nas nofing stuyrno.

liim-seolf he wolde jiue heom watur : to waschen with hire1 hond,

And serui heom of alle J>o me3 : and bi-fore heom stondo.— ' r. h*n 68

hit bi-feol fat an hiendi gist : and a wel fair fare cam

And bad fe mete par charite : and Cudbert In him nam ;

watur to is hondene ho him jaf1: and2on fe heijo deis him sette,

Met" and drinke he him jaf : and with guod heorte it fette, [foi.iwb.] 72

to fe bachouso ho jeodo him-seolf : aso fo bakares badden i-bake,

Ui[s] giste to fetten bred al hot : fe gladdore him for-to make.

}jo he cam a-jein with fo hote bred : his gist no fond he noujt ;

j3are-of hadde fis holie man : gret wonder in is foujt. J j£tta,,-ld'*

Jjicke snovj was fare-oute : he ne niijto nou^t finde is fore, "6

jwarc-forth he wende a-wei : in snowo ne in fe flora,

Aso he soujte fcosno holie man : a[n] wendo a-boute wel wide,

he smulde a suyfe swote smul : in a chaumbre fare-bi-side. 80

))o he into fe caumbro cam : ho fond a bord i-sprad,

And freo loues fare-op-on al hote. : fo was he wel glad,

An* seide, "fis was godes Anngel : fat hath fis hidore i-broujt ;

he cam hidere us for-to fede : and him-seolf ne beo i-fed nou^t"— 84

cche nijte jwane feos monekes : to bedde weren i-gone,

Cudbert wel stilleliche : wende him forth al one,

In-to fe colde se he jeode : a-non op to fe chinne ;

For-to hit was midnijt nei; : so he stod fare-inne. 88

)3anne he wende up fare-of : and fo1 ho cam to londe, > ai.wh*a

For feblesse he lai a-doun : he ne mijte nou3t wel stonde.

}>anne oomen fare op of fe se : tweie otorea wel grete ;



362 ST. CUTnUKKT 18 LICKED BT OTTERS; IS DISnOP 07 DURHAM.

ST. IIARK THE EVANGELIST HEALS A SHOEMAKER'S HAND.

Ouer-al huy lickedcn fis holio man : are huy him wolden lete. 02

Jwane huy him hadden i-lickede so : huy wenden in-to fe se,

And seint Cudbert hoi and sound : in-to is cello a-30 ;

with ojmre he jeode to matynes : jeorne he song and radde,

po Monekes wenden eucr-echone : fat he come fram is bedde. 96

A monek fat fare-inne was : onder-jat it ech del,

Ake ase seint Cudbert him bad : he1 it for-hele[dc]9 swijie wel.—

Ase ore louerdes wille was : fare-aftur it dude bi-falle J JJI; fcr m.

Jjat fo bischop of Duyrham deide : al-so we schullen alle : 100

Men nomen fo seint Cudbert : and maden him bischop fere.

Swyfe wel he wuste is bischopriche : fat folk he dude wel lere.

fo was fat sofe to ende i-broujt : fat fe Aungel him seide,

Jjat he scholde an heued of holi churche beo : f0 he atfe bal pleide.

fo he hadde god i-serued longue : aftur him he sendo : 105

In fe Monfe of luyde : of fis worlde he wende

to f0 Ioye of heouene. : and god us graunti al-so,

Jjoruj fe bone of seint cudbert : fat we moten comen far- to. 108

52 Vita mncli Marci ewangeliste.

SEint Marc, fe holie godspcllare : wide wende in londe

For-to prechi cristine-dom : foruj ore louerdes sonde.

In egypte he prechede longue : and sethfe at fen ende

Into fe lond of Alisaundre : fannes he gan i-wiendo. i

po he into Alisaundre cam : his on newe scho

with-oute hurtingue of ani-fing : gan to bersto a-two.

po was fis guode man of-drad : longue he stod in foii3t,

And seide, " mi porpos and mi wei : is noufe to ende i-broujt 1 8

Jif it mi louerdes wille were : fat he me wolde fane deth sende, [M. im]

Ich am redi his wille a-fongue : jwodere1 he wole fat ich* wiende."

he wende forth to a soutere : jif he is scho makie mijte. J J{; * wb-

po soutare atfe furste stiche : ful vuele is hond he p[r]ijte.1 12

Son and wroth fis soutare was : for him smert so sore. ' xs. p))<>

Seint Marc bi-gan to prechi fo : and tolde him of godes lore,

And bad him bi-lieue on Iesu crist : and cmtine-dom vnder-fongue,

And he is hond hele wolde : fat i-hurt was so strongue. 16

Seint Marc with is spottle : watte a luyte vrfe on fe grounde



ST. HARE IS TORTURED AND MARTTRED, AS CHRIST FORETELLS. 363

BANNERS ARE BORNE ABOUT ON ST. MARK'S DAT.

And fare-with he smeoreJe his sore homl : and heo worth hoi in a

stounde.

J)e soutere, and alio his, hi-gonne fo : and euerech J>at in fo itrete

cam,

to bi-lieue on crist, godes sono : and a-fenguen cristine-dam.— 20

Feint Marc jeode wide in londe : to prechi godes lawe.

jjo prince of fo londe it onder-jat : and foi^to to don him of dawe.

he lict him seche into al pat lond : and fo ho him hadde i-fonnde,

" Ich hote eov," he seido to is men : " fat he heo faste i-bounde1 24

For-to he to }>o prisone come : and fare-inne je him caste a-non."

Ouer-al i3 flechs was to-drawe : rijt to fe bare bon, > t. u corrupt**.

with Irene crokes,as men him drowe : )ie mosseles lcijcn wel grete ;

And al blodio weren of is blod : J>c stones in fe strete. 28

A-nijt, aso he in prisone lai : ore louerd to him cam,

In fourmo J>at he on eorfo was : fo he manhede nam ;

" Marc," he scide, " beo wel glad : and jarkne fe wel bliuo,

For fi name is i-writc : in eclic boko of Hue : l > at. in h«b.or«ii«i. 32

)5ov schalt to-morewe for mi loue : soffri deth wel strongc1 > ms. •trond.

And sethfc mine blisse of heoueno : with-outen endo a-fongue."

Seint Marc fonkede ore louerd ful jeorno : ase he1 in his bedes lay.

A-morewe J>c prince him liet up fette : sone so it was dai. • «t «nd 36

A strong rop he liet nime : and a-boute is swere binde,

And teiden1 him scthfe to a wilde hors : at )>o taile bi-hinde ; ' r. u«

he liet him drawe fonij al Jjo toun : fat ech lime fram ofer wende.

J)us seint Marc fe holie man : his soule to ore louerd sende. 40

In j>e Monfe of Aueril fis was. : men scholden faste is eue ;

Ake for fe hoijo feste of eastur-dai : men it doth bi-leue.

his dai men fastez foruj al fat lond : for him-seolf nis it noujt,

Ake for reucrenco of fe baneres : [fat] in fat dai beoth fort i-broujt.

For men berez heom eche jere a-boute : ase red is fare-of i-nonie,1

to bidden for fo eorfe blede : fat it mote wel forth come. 46

Men fastez, jwano huy formest berez heom out : a-seint Marcus dai

fare-fore, > ¥Y. iS-50 m. In moat MSS. (nnpt MB. V«xnon\.

And freo dawes a-jein halewe-foresday : jwane huy bez forfer i-hore.

bidde we noufe seint Marc : jwas lijf we hahbez i-heord to fe ende,

])at ore soule mote foruj his Arndinguo : into heouene i-wiende.



3G4 ST. PHILIP CONVERTS THE SCYTHIANS, AND HEALS THEIR SICK.

HE DIES PEACEABLY IN HIS BED, 87 TEARS OLD.

53 ApostuloTitm Fbilippi et Iacobi.

SEint phelipe and seint Iacob : Apostles ivercn tweije :

Jje formeste dai fat comcz in may : deth huy foleden beije.

Aftur ore louerdes passiono : in fo twen ti fe jere > »/. nuun»t

Seint phelipe prechede in Sythie : to men fat lufero wercn. [w.i»b.j

Jjis men nomen seint phelipe : and to heore Maumates1 him ladde.

And sone so he bi-foren hem cam : )>is maumates loude gradde ; 6

Fuyr huy blcuwen out of heore Mouses : pat fare-with huy broujtcn

of dawe

pe princes sone of Jio lond : and tweie constables of fe lawe ; 8

And manie men fat fare-neij weren : wel grete siknesso to heom

nome,

Some fullen in-to fe dropesie : and some meoseles bi-como.

Muche reufe was into al fat lond : of fis misauenture.

" "Wulle je," seide seint phelip fo : " mi conseil alle i-huyre, 12

And ichulle foruj godes grace : helen eov euer[e]ch-on."

Glad was fis folk of fat word : and graunteden him a-non.

" l«rer awei," he seide, " fis foule wijt : fat je habbez to i-bede,

And nimcz fe fourme of fe holie croiz : and settez in his stude ! " 16

J)at folk was fayn of his bi-heste : i-redie fare weren i-nowe,

Ane rode huy setten up on hei) : fe maumates huy al-to-drowe.

Seint pheolip f0013 godes grace : drof out bi-fore heore ci3e

A foul deouel of fat on : fat huy alle i-seije. 20

Jjo fis rode was up i-set : and fo Maumet i-broujt to grounde,

Alle fe siko men fat fare-neij weren : bi-comcn hole and sounde,

And fe frco men fat weren a-slawe : a-jein to liue come—

Muche was fe Ioye into al fat lond : fat men fare-of nome. 24

Cristinedom huy guonne a-fonguo : and Anouri f0 sweto rode,

And bi-lieueden on him fat boujte us alle : fare-on with is blode.

Jioruj fe vertuwe of fis faire miracle : muche folk of fe londe

bi-gan cristine for-to beo : and fe rijte bi-lcue ondcr-stondo ; 28

After fe wissingue of seint phelip : alle heore lijf huy guonne lede—

For prophesie and rijt-w[i]snes8e : huy heolden al fat he seide.

}X> phelipe was sixti jer : and soouone and twenti old,

In pays he deide in his bed : ase fe bok us hath i-told. 32



ST. JAMES. OP THE KINDRED OP CHRIST; THE 8 VARIES AND 3G5

THEIR CHILDREN. ST. JAMES IS BET ON A LADDER TO PREACH,

Grot deol pat folk made po : and wel faire huy him nome

And bureden him with gret honour : ase a swuch man to bi-come.

54 Vita sancti IacobL

SEint Iacob was oro louerdes kun : and ore lauedie sostcr sone.

telle i-chulle sum-jwat of ore louerdes kunne : noupe it is mi

))OU3 1 i-COniC.1 'al.nllmi eom*> la mon«

Seinte Anne, ore leuedie Moder, : housebondes hadde preo :

Ioachim, and cleophas : and pe priddo hiet salomeo ; 4

hco hadde eucr-ech aftur o]>ur : for hco was i-wedded prie ;

bi euerech of heom ane doubter heo hadde : and euerech hiejte marie.

Ioachimcs doujter : was eldest of J>o preo,

And Iosep hadde i-wedded. : po Marie cleophe, 8

bat was cleopbases doubter : and J>e Midleste i-bore,

I-wedded heo was to Zebede : pat was hire loucrd i-core.

Ake po jongosto of alio preo : Jie Mario salomee,

to a guod man i-wedded heo was : his name was Alfe. 12

bi him heo hadde scint Iacob : and al-so tweie ojmre :

Seint symon and scint Iude : fiat alio )>rco wcren i-bropro.

J)e midleste soster : pe Marie cleofc, [M. isn

liadde twcie holie sones : hi hire louerd Zebcde : 16

Scint Ieame po holie man : and seint Iolian pe ewangclist,

]).it was, ich wene, borne best : with ore louerd crist.

be cldcstc soster of alle ]>reo : ore laucdi swetc and milde.

heo bar ore louerd Icsu crist : best of alle cliilda 20

So fiat hco fat eldest was : ne hadde child boto on,

And pe midleste hadde tweie sones : seint Icame and seint Iohan,

And pe joungueste of pe preo : sones hadde preo—

buy weren ore louerdes cosines : ase 30 mouwen i-seo. 24

Ech of heom fiuo Apostle was : and swipe boli man.

telle ichulle of seint Iacob : of 3 warn ich formest bi-gan.—

A-mong men of phariso : pat lnpere wcren, he cam.

heom poujte put he scholde bco : A man of gret wisdom : 28

bare-fore pe prince of heom : in Ane Ester-day

bad him prechi al pat folk : a^ein godes lay.

Op-on A laddre he sette him beije : pat men him scholden wide i-eeo



366 ST. JAMES PREACHES CHRISTIANITY FROM HIS LADDER.

HIS BRAINS ARE DASHED OUT. ST. BARTHOLOMEW.

And i-heoren him prechi swyfe wel1 : fat is word fe bet i-scholdo

l-leued beO. > hlm-wel at. om. 32

po be was op on heij i-set : and al fat folk him cam1 a-boutc, > at. om.

GoJes wordes he bi-gan to prechie : he nadde none doute ;

he prechede hov he hnddo dez i-foled : and hou he in fmlko daie

Fram defe to line a-ros : fat fe feond us ne scliolJo bi-traie, 36

And hou he us fe Deuele bi-nam : fat in his power us hadde longuc,

And hou ech man in fulke daije : godes flesch scholde a-fongue.

" hou geth fis t " fe prince seide : " beo stille, i fe bi-seche.

Ich bad fe wanie1 fi2 fole foujt : and fou bi-guyn'ucst it more to

eche!" "Vfm.wejo* » r. J>ta 40

" Nay," seide seint Iacob to fe prince : " I-ne eche no folie,

Ake ower fole foujt ich wolde ou bi-nime : to seggen soth and noujt

lije."

Jje prince for wrathfe of his prcchingue : fe laddre a-doun gan felle—

And seint Iacob fare-opon was : fare-fore he him wolde a-quelle. 44

Fram swife heije he ful a-doun. : Ake fo he was i-folle,

J)at ech man wende fat he were ded : he u-ros up a-mong heom alio,

And prechede eft-sone with glade heorte : ase ho er i-don hadde.

Jjat folk him nomen swife faste : and to fe prisone him ladde. 48

pare he was in biendcs strongue : fram fat was castur-dai

For-to cam fare-afturward : fe furste dai of Mai.

Jjo he out of fe prisone cam : he bi-gan to prechi bliue,

he ne liet for 0130 ne for dez : fe jwylo he was a-liue. 52

Mid one follares preche1 : fat men tesieth opon cloth, > r.pmia

Opon fe scolle he was i-smite : fat is brain out drof.

his soule, fo he was ded : to heouene he gan i-wiende.

Jjus seint Iacob fo holie man : broujte is lijf to ende. 56

Apostel he was, and martyr al-so : fasto men scholden is cue,

bote for fe heije Easter feste : men moten it nede bi-leue.1 > <•' t t». ««

65 Vita laneli BartholomeL

SEint Bartelmev fe holie man : cam of kingues blode ; [**. '" b-l

Swyfe fair man and noble he was : and glad & of swete mode.

he siwede ore louerd on eorfe here : are he deide on fe rode,

And i-saij is priuetez : with fe ofere Apostles guode. *



ST. BARTHOLOMEW GOES TO INDIA, AND DEPRIVES THE IDOL 3G7

ASTAROTH OF HIS HEALING AND PROPHETIC POWER8.

J)o ore louerd was to heouene i-went : he prechede of him wel faste

And wende wide in mani a lond : fe jwyle is lijf i-laste.

So Jiat to fe londe of .Inde : he cam foruj godes wille ;

At J»e onende of fe lond : he bi-lefdo wel slille. 8

Aso an vncoutli pilcgrim : he jeode up and doun,

he no seide neifor on no o)nir : hote bi-hcold fane toun.

In fe temple was a fals god : a maumet lufur i-novj,

parc-inne was )>e feond of helle : and muche folk to him drovj— 12

IT buy cleopedcn fat Maumet Astaroth. : fat foruj fe deoueles mijte

Ofto he wolde Answerie men : and manic1 he l>i-nam heom heore sijle,

heore speche and heore limes al-so : and dude* men wo i-nov; ;

tc jwane he a^en ani sick man cam8 : of his vuele he* with-drouj, 10

panne was fe sike man hoi anon : ase he moste nede a-mende J JJ ™'£n

Jwano he ne hadde non ofur vuel : bote ase fe schrewe him sende ;

And he with-drovj him of is vuel : he moste nede hoi beo. J EmS™

pe schrewe tolde fe men fanne : fat fis wonder mijtt'n i-«eo, 20

pat ho hadde foru3 is mijte : fe men i-maud hoi i-novj—

And f . i ' fe schrewe ne dude non ofur guod : bote of is vuele him

with-drou j. > r. ai-H '

pare-fore sike men al dai : ful ficke a-houte him soujte

And criden on him wel deolfulliche : fat he to hole heom broujte. 24

H Of fingue fat was also for-to como : men axeden him feor and

ncor

And he heom tolde of alle fing : foruj fe deoueles pouwer;

Folk cam ficke a-bouten him : bi daije and bi nijte,

And he ansuerede heom of al fat liny wolden— : muche is fe deoueles

mijte 1 23

Ake after fat seint Bartelmev : to fulke cite com,

pe power of fat false god : clanliohe he hi-nom :

For he ne mijte aftur fulke tyme : with1 no man sjeke rijt noujt

Ne jiuen Anmer«j of no-fing : so he was bi-neofe i-broiijt ; ' m. for 32

pat folk cam ficke a-bouto him : to witen at him hoore wille

Of fingues.ase huy weren bi-fore i-woned : and euere he was puyr

stillo.

pare-forj was wonder inovj : deol and sor al-so, 35

huy weren a-ferd to heon for-lore : and fat huy haddon oujt misdo :



3C3 ST. BARTHOLOMEW HAS BOUND ASTAROTH. HE IS DESCRIBED BT

THE IDOL BERIT, AND HIS 8PIRITDAL FOWER ACKNOWLEDGED.

to atoun huy wenden fare-bi-side : foni3 heore aire wit,

to an ofur Maunict fat was his felawe : fat huy cleopeden berit ;

huy criedcn on him wel deolfullicho : fat he lioom tolde fore

Jwi Astaroth, heore owene god : his specho hadde for-lore. 40

" 3e, je," seide fis lufere best : " je ne witcn nou^t hou it is 1

with strongue chaines al fuyrie : he is i-bounde, i-wis,

For Bartelmer, godes seriaunt : fat is fudere i-como > <n. om. 43

And in fe cite geth wel stilledeliche : and1 is power him hath bi-nome

And i-bounde him so faste fat he ne may : cues drawe is breth,

Alee foruj Anguische is clene ouer-come : ase fei he hadde i-foled

deth." CM- im]

H " 3wat is [he] filke Barlelmeu^ " : feos ofere him axeden a-non,

" Jjat mai makien ore alinijtie god : ded so any ston 1 " 43

"he is," seide fis Maumat : " of gret pouwer, ase 30 i-sooth,

he mai do with us al fat he wole : for bi-neothfn him we beoth.

Eche daie an hundret sife : and ofur switch bi nijto

he knevleth to is god in guode entente : fat 5ift.l1 him al is mijte ; 52

Aungles with him i-nowe he hath : jware-foruj fat he may do

Al fat he wole with us alle : and alio fnig he wot al-so—

For lie wot noufe fare ase ho is : al ore speche aud oro fou^t.

Jjare-fore ich rede eov alle wel : fat je no wrathfi him noujt. 56

ech-manere speche fat is : he knoweth and speket al-so,

bote at one worde,alle fing : ho wot jwat is i-do.

3if je him sechez, fei 30 come : rijt bi him ase he is,

3e ne schulle him noi^t i-seo : bote him seolf wolle, i-wis. CO

Ake fus 30 him niouwe i-knowe : jif 30 him i-seo :

he is swife long of bodi : of rijt fair fourme and freo,

Oprijt he geoth aud euene i-novj : and swife jwijjt is his bleo,

his her is broun and swife crips : non no mai cripsoro beo, 64

Muchele eyjeno and euene nose : i-streijt a-doun a-long,

his berd is long and sid i-nou3 : and sum-del hor a-mong ;

In a jwijjt Golioun he geth : he nath clopes non mo—

Alle fis sixe-and-twenti jer : far-inne he hath i-go 68

pat fram him it neuer-cft ne cam : ne hit ne a-peirez noujt of hewe

Ke for-oldeth noujt with-alle : ake is euere i-liche newe.

Wel ha wot al fat 30 spekex : and 3wat 30 doth alle here ;



ET. BARTHOLOMEW CURES A MAN POSSESSED WITH A DEVIL, AND 369

QOE3 TO KING POLLIMIUS'S FANATIC DAUGHTER.

b\-ire-fore, jif ho eon axeth oujt : je ne mowen eou noujt skero. 7£

Ake jif he him sewi1 so : fat je him raowo i-seo, ' «tich«»

biddez him for his louerdes loue : fa* ho beo iuilde to me,

pat he ne come noujt here neij mo : fat ich beo to grounJe i-broujt

And i-tormented ase mi felawe is— : for i-nelle mis-don him noujt"

11 J30 fis fole men J>is i-heorden : huj weren in gret foujt, 77

And longue heom foujte are buy hadden : seint Bartelmevj isoujt.

buy wende ajen to heore owene temple : ake huy weren alle blinde :

twei daijes huy soujten him faste : and ne mijtcn him noujwero

i-finde. 80

Adai ase al fat folk : to fe temple was i-broujt,

for- to honouri heore false god : fat ne mijte heom helpe noujt,

A gnydi man fare cam al-so : fat fo deuel badde i-beo longue

In him and bi-nomen him is wit : and i-tormented him ful strongue.

A-non so fis gidie man : in-to fis temple aim,

be deuel fat in him was : gret deol to him nam, 86

wel loude be gradde, " seint Bartelraeuj : ich bi-secbe fe,

pine oresones brennez me al : fou hauo merci of me 1" 83

*.'. pis holie man stod fare-bi-side : and answerede him a-non :

" beo doumb I " he seide, " ich fe rede : fat fou out of him gon."

be deuol fleuj a-non with fat word : out of him in fulke place,1

And fe sike man2 bi-cam bol and sound : a-non fornj godes grace. 92

pat folk stod al in gret wonder : fo huy i-seijen fis cas, pfoussb.)

And bi-heoldcn fene holie man : fat of swucli power was, • ot. om.

And tolden wide fis holie dede : fat ne mijto noujt beo i-hud.

In fusso manere seint Barthclmevj : was forraest in Inde i-kud.— 96

Pollimius hict fe kyng : fat of fulke contreie was :

Sone fe tifingues to him comen : of fat faire cos.

he hadde ane doujter fat was lunatyke : fat fe deuel badde muche

with to done

And made hire witles1 euerech monthfe : ase hit feol in fe stat of fe

mone. > ■*■ wwit 100

he sente to fis holie man : seint Barthelmevj wel sone,

pat he of is doujter hadde reoufe : and hele hire foruj is bone,

budere wonde fis holie man : and fis mayde founde

Bitinde alle fat nei? hire come : and grenninde, faste i-bounde. 104

LEGENDS OF SAINTS. D B



370 8T. BARTHOLOMEW CURES KINO FOLLIMIUS's DAUGHTER, AND

REFUSES BIS GIFTS, BUT GOES WITH HIM TO PROVE HIS FALSE GODS.

J)is holie man stod and bi-heold : feno deucl ho m.ido out wionde ;

hire rijte wit heo hadde a-non : euer-eft to biro liuos ende.

Welle, glad was hire fader fo : and elles it were with won) .

he liet fette forth riche clofus : and gold and soluer inonj, 108

And liet chargi Camailes fare-wilh : and with richo jimstoucs al-so,

to presenti with fis holie man : fiat swuch dede hadde i-do.

Ake faro nas non fat mijte him finde : fo huy comen with al fis

pruyte—

Jjare-bi he mijten onder-stonde : fat he far-of tolde luyte. 112

And fo no man ne mijte him finde : hit of-ponjto sore fe kyngue.

Ake nathfelcs ]>is holie man : ne format him of none fingue.

A nijt ase he lai in his bed : and on him faste fnujto, 115

J)is holie man stod him bi-fore : he nuste ho him Jiudore bronjte ;

" Sire king," he seide, " jwat wa3 fe : to sionde mo swucli pruyte ?

Jjov ne paidest me rijt noujt farc-with : for ich tolde far-of luyte ;

Ake J>at tresor fat ich of telle : fat is hcouene riche,

Jjat ne roustcz ne a-peircz noujt : ake euere worthf i-liche. 120

And foi to techen eov of godes lawe : hidere ich am i-conie,

And makie eov leten eouwer false godes : and lieuen on godes sone ;'

For-to techen eov fulko lawe : hidere ich am i-broujt, ' ». lti-t *>. «».

And maken eov leten ouwer false godes : fat ne mouwen eov helpe

uoujt. 124

And )if fou nelt noujt of fusse finguo : i-lieue fat hit soth beo,

Cum with me to ouwer false god : and fov schalt fe sofe i-seo."

J)e king wende fo forth with hira : to horo false god a-non.

heore lufere preostes huy founden fere : bi-fore him mani on 128

And duden to him heore sacrofiso : ase huy weren i-woned to done.

pe denel fat wit-inne him was : wel loude he gradde sone,

And seide, " )e wrechches, leteth a-non : and ne Anourieth me rijt

nou)t,

laste )e beon in swuch torment : ase ich am inne, i-broujt 1 132

For Iesu cristes Aungeles : fat fe giwes to defe broujte,

here booth faste a-boute me : and bringucth me al-to noujte ; 134

with brenninde raketeijes : huy habbeth me faste i-bounde,

p iruj power of heore heije louerd : fat fe giwes jeuen defes woundo1

And he fare-aftur fane fridde day : so weilawei fe stounde, c m. i»J



IT. BARTHOLOMEW DRIVES TBI DEVIL OUT OF KINO rOLLIMTUS's 3"1

CHIEF IDOL. THE REST FALL. AX ANGEL APPEARS.

Fram defe to Hue he a-ros : and broujto us alio to grounds, 138

And in eche tide his apostles sen le : to prcchie godes name,

And on of keom is noufo here : Jwruj j warn ich habbe fis schame."

r pat folk stod and bi-lieold a-boute : and nusten jwuch he was.

Scint Barthelraevj stod and sijte sore : and ofte scido alas, 142

And scide, " noufe je mouwen i-seo : jwucli lijf 30 ledeth her,

And in jvuch a god 30 bi-lieueth : and jwuch is his pouwerl

5if 30 wollez fat ich bidde for eov : mine loucrd fiat us boujte,

Draweth o-doun ouwer Maumat : ant to-brekez him al-to noujte ! "

po fe king i-heordo fis : his men he hiet ech-on 147

Abouten him castcn strongue ropes : and drawen him a-doun a-non.

pat folk was fo redi a-non : and ropos casten on him i-nowe.

Ake huy ne mijtcn him noujt ones wawie : for al )>at huy alle drove.

" Doth a-wei," quath seint Barthclmev : " and ouwer ropes nimei

a-doun I "

And po fe schrewe on-bounde was : seint Barthelmevj seide is

oresoun : 152

" pou deuel," he seide, " fat hast bi-traid : fus muche folk ech-on,

}if fou volt fat I-ne make fe noujt : to po putto of hclle gon, > •/.<*

wiend out a-non mid1 fulko fourme : and brec hit al-to nou3to I "

po deuel a-non with fulko worde : wel narcve is vei he soi^te, 156

And to-bruysdo al fat wrechche maumat : and wiende1 out farof

a-non ; ' us. «wnj p«

And alle fo maumates of fe temple : heo to-daschten euerech-on.

Al fat folk stod and fis i-seij : and wel loudo bi-gonne to crie,

And seidon, "faro nis bote on al-mijti god : i-boren of fe maydo

marie I" 160

Seint Bartholmeu criedo on Iesu crist : and bad is oresoun.

An Aungel cam so bri3t so sonne : fram heouene lijte a-doun,

to fe four huymes he fleuj a-boute : and in euereche he drou)

with his finger a wel fair croiz : apert and cler 1110113. 164

" Mi louerd," he scide, " me sende hidere : and ase he him-eeolf me

sede,

bis temple i-chulle bi-fore eou alle : clansi of eche fuylfe-hede.

Ake ichulle noufe formost fene deuel : to eov alle schewen, i-wis,

pat 30 mouwen fe sofe i-sco : $wuch ouwer bi-leue is. 168

BBS



372 ST. BARTHOLOMEW. THE ANGEL SHOWS THE PEOPLE TTIE DEVIL

IN THEIR IDOLS. ALL THE FOLK TURN CHRISTIAN'S.

Ake pei he beo grislich for-to bi-holde : ne habbez of him no doute,

Ake swuch eigne ase ich habbe i-maud : in pcos four lmyrnes a-boute,

Makiez Jiulko sulue signo : in ouwer fore-heued ech-on,

And ech lupur ))ing euereft schal : fram eou flcon o]>ur gon." 172

J)o maden huy alle in heore fore-heued : pe fourme of pe rodo ;

And pe Aungel heom scheuwede al a-brod : pene deuel ase huy stode,

Jje fourrae of a grislich man : pal al for-broido wcro

And swart tore pane euere ani bloujman : with foule farindo chere ;

A scharp face he hadde and al for-kroked : his berd atelich and long,

Eijene brode al brenninde : red and swart a-mong ; 178

A-non to is fiet tilde is her : and after J>e schrowe sum it drouj ;

his hondene bi-hinden him at his rug— : huy weren pare wel i-nouj [

Fuyrie speldcne al stinkende : out of is mouth he blasto, [M. iu b.j

And fuyr of brumston at his nose : pat stonk al-so foule and fate ;

Croked was bope nose and mouth : wrechchede was his bone—

And bote it1 were and8 hendi bachelor : a-bid for-to oft-sone ! 184

Daipet habbe swuch a louerding : and alle pat him wel loue I J •'■ I*

3eot, pei pe schrewe gret pouwer habbe : god is euere a-boue.

51 " Jjou lupere ping," quath pis Aungel : " pat hero art noupe ondei

me,

For pou dudest Barthelmeus heste : ichulle habbe reupe of pe : 183

Ichulle pe onbinde, and late pe flco : on eorpe in eche endo,

For-to pe dai of dame1 come : pat pou to helle i-wieude." > r.aom

J)o pis lupere best onbounde was : with wel grislicho here

he fleuj a-wei a-mong heom alle : and neuereft ne cam pere. 192

)3o pe Aungel hadde al pis ido : to heouene1 he wende an hcij.

3eorne criede ech of heom : pat al pis wonder i-seij, > ms. i*ouen. h«tiB»

And hereden god, and pene Aungel al-so : pat pare a-mong heo[m] cam ;

huy crieden euere on seint Barthelmev : pat ho jeue heom cristindoin.

So pat al pat ilke lond : to cristioe-dom was i-broujt po, > ». i«m«i.ob.

)3oru3 pe Aungele and seint barthelmev— : i-blessede boon huy bo l1

Pollimius with is Quene : alle is childrene he nam 199

And liet heom1 baptizen of seint barthelmevj : and sethpe al is

* kinedom ; ' on th« m.rgin.

So pat al pat ilke lond : to cristinedom was i-broujt.

pt king for-sok al is lond : and ne tolde parof rijt noujt, 203



8T. BARTHOLOMEW 18 BROUGHT BEFORE KIKO ASTRIAGES, 373

AND EXHORTS HIil TO LEAVE HIS FALSE GODS.

And wende and siweJe seint Barthelmeu; : and prechede with him

wcl faste,

And bi-cam swife holi man : and was bischop at fe laste.

U Ane brofer, herre kyng fane ho was : he hadde, of grete pruyte,

Astriages was is name : fare-bi-side a luyte. 206

])c tyf ingue of seint Barthelraeu) : wel sone to him cam,

Al-liou lie hadde fone king is broker : i-tumed to cristinedam :

A fousend men wel j-Armede : After him he sende

For-to cnquori in-to al fiat land : jwoder-ward he wende. 210

huy wenden and soujtcn him ful stuyrneliche : and fo he was

i-founde,

bi-fore heore kinguo Astriages : huy broujten him, faste i-bounde,

And swifip, ofto he was with heom i-pult : pat he feol a-doun to

grounde. ' ' ». iw «i em.

f " Bel ami," seide Astriages fo king : " hou hauest fou on i-take 1

liiust fou mine brojmr with tricherie : i-maked mi godes for-sake,

hi J)e fi'i fat i sclial to mahun : ichulle semi fe al-so 216

And make fe bi-loue fine false god : of ur to strongue defe fe do.

And jcot, ]>cof, more schame opon ofur : aso ich i-heore1 bi mannes

SUwe, l k* llicort al. om.

Jjov hast ore godes ellcs-jware : defoulet and al-to-drawe."

f " Sire king," quath seint Barthelmeuj : " fou ne seist noujt as Jo

hiende, 220

J)at i scholde with tricherie : fine broferes heorte wiende ;

with no tricherie ne wende ich him : ake with sothfenesse and with

rijte, *■»

Ich broujte him out of mis-bi-leue : to him fat [hath]1 alio mijte,

Fram fo godes fat booth al-so mijte-lese : ase is fat dede treo 224

bat ich liet al-to-drawe. : and jif fou wolt fe sofe i-seo,

bring mo to fino ofur god : and jif ich mai don swuch dede, [foi. iao]

I-lief wel fat he is mi; teles : and for-sak fou him, ich rede.

And with fulke god fat ich on bi-lieue : ?if fou mijt so on take, 228

Ich rede fat fou a-cordi fe : and fine owene god for-sake j1

And jif fat ich mai foru streucfe of mi louerd : finne god ouer-come,

For-sak fe wrechches ase huy booth wuyrfe : for heore mi;te heom is

bi-nome. " ■ ml. Ich J* biboto tralieht i bit teh him wob (ornk*.



374 ST. BARTHOLOMEW 18 TORTURED AND MARTYRED BY KINO

ASTRIAOES, WHO AFTERWARDS GOES MAD, AND DIE8.

Xadde he bote f is word i-scid : fat fare ne cam to Jjo kingue 232

A messnger wel liasteliche : fat broujtc him ful sori tifingue :

Jiat berit is owene god : fat ho wel ofto soujtc,

was i-falle of fe temple a-doun : and al to-dascht to noujtc.

U J30 fe king i-heorde fis : sori ho was i-nouj, 236

he fierde ase a man fat witles were : and is clofes al to-druuj.

he liet nime seint barthelmeu : and tormenti him wel fasto

And with gretc staues legge on him : fe jwyle liny wolden i-lasto.

J)o ho was defoulot so : fat rcoufo it was to wito, 240

Aso we findez in some stude : of his Hue i-write,

IF He liet him don on a rode : is heued toward fe grounde,

Fiet and hondene to fo trco : i-naillcd and fasto1 i-bounde; > at. ct*r

And scth, to don him more pine : ase we findez i-w[r]ite al-so, 244

to he hadde fcron i-honged longue : lie liet him a-doun do

And liet hiiylden is fcl al fram is fleclis : al quik with kene knyue ;

Rijt ase men hnyldetli a ded oxe : men huldeu him a-liuc.

Alas, hou mijten hny habben fe heorte? : alas, fe deolfulle pine !

loucrd, miicho is fi inijte : ase fov scheoudest fare bi fine hine 1

Atfc laste fo lie was i-huld : ase wo findez i-writen al-so, 250

hny smiten of is holie heued : are huy mijtcn him to defe do—

Vnncfe huy mijten mid al ''is wo : bringuo is lijf to fine. 252

Muche wonder was fat ani lijf mijte : on eorfe folie swuch pine l1

his bodi was foruj cristine men : i-bured faire i-nouj. > t. iss-» at. <m.

Wel ficke, ase huy dorsten : fat folk fndere-ward drouj :

For ore louerd anon-rijt for is loue : fair miracle fare sende; 256

3ware-fore guode men fare-a-boute : wel ficko fudere wende.

H Jje lufere king Astriages : fat him liet so a-quelle,

he dradde him sumdel of fe miracles : fo he heorde far-of telle :

Jjane freotteofe dai fare-afterward : fat he liet him martri fere, 260

Alle fe grate maistres he nam with him : fat of fe temple were,

And to is toumbe huy wenden alle : fare ase fat holie bodi lai.

Anon so huy fudere comen : ase al fat folk i-say,

)3o deuel, fat heore maister was : tormentede heom anon : 264

For wracho of fat holio man : huy bi-comen guydie ech-on,1 ' ms. acboa

And ase for-lorene wrechches huy deiden fo : he ne liet heom no leng

gon;



ST. BAHTTT0LOMEW. HIS CONVERT, KINO POIXIMIUS, IS MADE A 375

BlsnOP. ST. B.'s BOXES ABE SCATTERED ABOUT THE COUNTRY.

Into hello fo soulene with him he nam : fare no lict he noujt on.

H J)e tyfinguo was sone wide i-broujt. : huy dradden heom wel sore

J)at of mis-bi-leuo weren : hny no dorston fo non-more,

Ake huy for-soken lions false lawe : and bcdcn ore louerdcs ore, 270

And lieten heom cristni eucrech-one : foruj seiut Barthelmeus

lore. [w. im »>.]

POlIonius, f.it kyng was er : and fat to ore louerdes lawe him nam,

bischop huy maden him ouer heom alle : to holden op crislin-

dom. l r. 270-31 1 om. in Ailun. A Vn.

ho ww bischop twenli jer : are he dude heonne i-wiende j 274

to fo Ioyo of hcouenc is soulo wende : atfo twenti jeres ende.1—

Jjare was of scint Barthelraeuj : Miracles euere i-nowe, 276

And wel ficko al-a-boute to is toumbo : muche folk euere drowe.

Jcot fare wcren lufcro men bi-Ieucd : and hadden )>a[r]to envie,

)3;it he bi-liefden nonjt fat ore louerd was i-bore : of fe maideno

Marie :

A veteles huy maden al of led : and fare-inne huy caste 280

)jis holi bodi wel fijlliche : and dutten it swyfe faste,

And amiddc fe se ensten hit : and wolden dcliueren heom so.

Ako jeot ore louerd cudde is mijte : ase he hath ofte i-do :

For fat ilke led a-join is kuynde : fei it vuele were is rijte, 284

Abouo fe watero it gan to fteote— : fare was godes mijte !—

For fat watur nadde power non : to holden it to fe grounde.

to fo cite of lupar it flet : and fare it was furst i-founde,

And of cristine men op I-nome : and faire on corfe i-broujt. 288

Jeot ore louerd, fei he were fare : ho ne for-pt him rijt noujt :

For he sonde miracles riuedeliche : a-boute fe bodie fere.

Atfo lasto some lufere men : fat in fe londe were

hadden far-to jeot gret onde : and in a tyino bi-stelen fare-to 292

And nomen fo bones up fram fe etude : fat huy weren inne i-do,

And in fe controie a-boute heom bere : and casten euerech in his

side,

Some in one stude and some in ofur : and to-spradden heom so wel

wide, 295

For huy ne Beholden neuereft to-gadere come : ne more miracle do.

So1 longue, ase godos wille was : defoulede huy weren so. « »t »n.



376 ST. Bartholomew's bones are found, and shrined in afclja.

8T. THOMAS " LONG IN DOUBT," THE APOSTLE.

SEint Barthulmeuj cam sethpe : to a monek parc-bi-side : 298

" Mine bones," he seide, "beoth i-cast : and al-to-spradde wel

wide:

I-nelle non-more fat huy beon so : pare-fore J>ou most gon 300

Jji8 nyjt a-boute pare huy beoth : and to-gadere heom bringne ech-on."

"A, sire, merci," pis Monek seide : " hou scholdo ich i-knowe heom

novt"

" Swipe wel," seide pis holie man : " and ichulle pe tellen hou :

Euerech of heom pare huy liggez : pei it deork nijt beo, 304

Schyne schullen ase brijte ase sonne : pat wel feor pou schalt heom

i-seo."

11 }3is Monek wende forth bi nijte : he ne fond of heom noujt on

pat huy ne schinen ase clere ase ani sonne. : and so he gaderede heom

ccli-on.

In a schip he broujte heom in pe se : with gret honour at-pencnde,

pat jwodere-so ore louerd wolde : poruj is wille [he] heom scndo.

A wynd pare cam and drof pat schip : softe and euene i-nouj j 310

So pat to pe londe of a-puyle : pat echip wel euene dmii}.

pare weren pe bones faire onder-fongue : and faire in schrine i-do.

Mani fair Miracle pare comen sone : And jeot pare doth al-so.

Bidde we noupe seint Barthelmev; : pat heij Apostle is, 314

pat we moten pom; his bone : come to heouene blis. AnieN I

56 [Thomas ap.]

SEint Thomas pe gnode Apostle : I-martred was in .Inde ; [foi.ni;

Of is lif we moten rede : ase wo in boke dothp finde.

pe jwyle ore louerd on eorpe was : with him he wendo a-boute.

Men cleopeden him sethpe ane to-nome : " Thomas longue in doute : "

For po ore louerd fram depe to Hue a-ros : In doute par-of he was ;

pe Apostles it leueden ech-one wel : bote pis ilke seint Thomas, 6

Bote he seide pat he it nolde i-leue : bote he seijo is wounde

And handlede as and perinne pulte : is finguer opur is pombe1— 8

For pis Mis-bileue men him cleopeden : " Thomas longue in doute,"

Ase men redeth jeot in holie churche : 3wan is dai cometh -a-boute.

H Sethpe cam ore louerd crist : mid is woundes al a-blode ' !|;J££

To him and to is desoiples : pare huy to-gadere stode ; 12



8T. THOMAS IS BIDDEN BT CHRIST TO OO TO INDIA, AS A 377

CARPENTER TO KINO GONDOFORUS.

Uru louerd seide, '* Thomas, hider fi finguer : ant pult here into mi

side,

And ne beo noi^t in mis-bi-leue : for mine woundene fiou sixt wide."

po bi-liefde he wel fat it was soth : and al-so euereft more; 15

" Mi louerd," ho seide, " and mi god : ich bidde )>e milce and ore ! "

])o J>at he fe sofc i-saij : ore louerd lie louedo faste,

And prechede is manhede and cmtinedom : )>e 3wile is lif i-lastc.—

H It bi-feol, longue after fo tyme : fat ore louerd to heouene wende,

Jj.it Gondofre, fc king of Inde : wel wide a-boute sendo 20

3if man mijhtc ani Carpenter : finde, quoynte and sloijli,

In onie londe, pat him coufo a-rere : a paleys noble and heijh.

In fo londe of cesaree : seint Thomas was fo :

*vro louc/'d a-lijhto a-doun fram heouene : and ajcin him cam go, 24

" Thomas," he seide, " fe king of Inde : haueth i-sent here-ueijh

To furie1 after a Carpenter : fat were quointe and sleijh : < <& mO*

Cum here with me, and icbulle : fudero to him )>o sendo."

"A., louerd, J>in ore," quath seint Thomas : " I-ne rechche jwodere

ich wiendc, 28

Dote fat I-ne come noujt in Inde : for far-of me deth a-griso ;

Siend me elles jwodere fou wolt : ac fudere in none wise ! "

H " J}ou schalt wiende fudere," ore louerd seide : " and ichulle beon

with fe.

And jwane fou hast forujh fi prechingue : fat lond-folc i-broujht to

me, 32

)3ou schalt fare i-martrcd beon : and to me fanno i-wiende.

Go we to fis Messager : and fmicro ichulle fo siende."

huy come and mettcn fis Messager : fat bronjtc fis tyfingue,

Ase he cam furst op of fe se : a-middes fe Chcpingue— 36

Aben he was i-hoto. : ore louerd hine fare ruette,

And axede }wat he fcro soujhto : and wel faire he him grotto.

f " Mi louerd Gondofre," quath Aben : " fat is kyng of Inde,

Sonde me hidero ;if fat ich mijlito : ani quoynte Carpenter finde 40

And fat [ich], hou-so ich euere on toko : in alio manere him broujto :

bat [ich] with Catele, 31 f he were fral : of is louerd him boujte

And fat ich him,' ;if he freo man were : huyrde him dooro i-noujh ;

Aud for-to do sum-jware mi neode : hider-ward ich droujh." > <*n. i,tm



378 ST. THOMAS ASSURES ABEN THAT BE CAN BUILD HIS HABTER,

KINO GONDOFRE, A SPLENDID PALACE.

H " Ich habbe ane man," ore louerd seide : " Jiat rijlit rain owene is,

pat jwanne ich him ofto a-boute sende : wel he wroujhte, i-wis,1 46

And dude is raester swife wel : jwodere he euere i-wcndc, p M. i«i bj

And euere al fat he mijhtcbi-jito1 : lie broujto mo ofur senJo. ,Mg '

For quoyntore bold he can make : fane euere in Inde were ;

Ne swuch man nis faro in Inde non : fat swuch bold coufe a-rere."1

Ore louerd tok seint Thomas : Aben bi fe lionde; > at. i rt. more.

pat ope fe forewarde fat ho made : ladde him to is londe.1 52

IT Aben ope fis forewarde : glad and blife was ;

Into schipe he wende a-non : with fo guodo man seint Thomas.

Sone he axede seint Thomas : ase huy in fe se i-wende,

Jwefer he puyrliche is man were : fat him f micro sende. 56

" 3if ich nadde," quath seint Thomas : " puyrliche is man i-bco,

Mi manhefde]1 ich woldo habbe for-sake : fo ho bi-tok me fo."

" Seije fou me," quath Aben, " jcot : jwat is fi scruise ? > •*.«■ m»nmie

Jware-of seruest fou fat heijo Man : fat je beon bofe so wise 1 " 60

U " A carpenter," quath seint Thomas : "ich am, quoynte and sleijli,

paleys and bold ich can arere : swife noble and heijh,

strong and lijt and swife fair : with-outen and with-inno,

Jjat no man no may it feile a-doun : with strencfe no with ginne, 64

Xc so strong wynd ne tempeste : fat greuie mouwe it ou;t ;

So quoynte bold nas neuero on eorfe : to no prince i-wroujt."

" Deu merci," quath fis Aben : " fat f i louerd grot Man is,

pat so quoynte Men hnt onder him : i-not non swuch, i-wis ! " 68

H " Ilcijli Man he is," quath seint Thomas : " and an hoi} kyngucs

sone.

Ope ane hei$e Montayngne his wonijngue is : faro ho wole euere

wono ;

pare he halt is heritage : and is fader kyncdom an licijli ;

pare nis non of is fon so strong : fat mouwe come fere-neijh. 72

Sik roan ne pouere nis fare non : so riche fat lond is ;

So murie lond nas neuere i-scijo : ne of swuch solas no Wis."

Tellinde, huy rouweden forth in fe se : so fat foruj guod winde

pene souefc day huy comen a-lond : wel a feos half Inde. 76

H At ane heijo toune huy a-riueden : fare a kyng inno lay

pat liet weddi to an lioijh Man : his doujhter fat ilko day.



ST. THOMAS IB STRUCK BY A BUTLER WHO IS TORN TO PIECES 379

BY A LION FOR IT. ST. THOMAS BLESSES A BRIDAL COUPLE.

At fis bruydale was plei i-noujh : song and grot hoppingue,

Tabonrs and tifele and symphanye : stiues and harpingue. 80

Seint Thomas and fis Abon : wenden to fis feste,

So Manie Men wel ofto doth : with lijt biddingue of ur hcste.

U A Taborero song atjie mete : aso it is1 rijlile was. J SfsTim '' *"'

Asc ho eode singuyndo op an doun : he bi-heold on seint Thomas :

Lire- foujhto fat ho was cristine man : to paijen him he gan singue

" Cristine men habbez ano god : loucrd of alle fingue.tt 80

po seint Thomas fis i-heordo : he bad hire singue eft-sone.

p's taborero song up an doun : and dude seint Thomas bone,

po Botiler chidde with seint Thomas : for he made hire singue more,

And smot him a boffat ondcr fc Ere : fat him smert ful sore. 90

IT " I nolle douj t a-rise," quath seint Thomas : " heonne fram mi

fere [ft*. w»]

Arc ich i-seo an hound bringue fulko hond : a-mong al f is folke here."

po fat folk hadde al-mest i-jeto : fe Botiler wende sone 93

Out to ane welle to fechche in watur : aso he hadde fare-with to done.

]x> he out to fe welle cam : a leon fere cam gon

Ant honto feno botiler bi fe frote : and a-stranglede him a-non, 96

And to-droujh ech lime fram ofur. : an hound fere cam bi cas

And kipte up fe hond in is mouth : fat he smot with seint Thomas,

And bar as in bi-fore al fat folk : and so bi-fore fe kingue.

pare nas non fat fis i-saijh : fat ne wondrsdeu of fat fingue, 100

And sciden, " fis is an holi Man : fat god deth fore swuch dede :

For bi fe bolilere it is icomo : rijht asc he er seide." 102

f be kyng lict cleopie bi-fore him : seint Thomas a-non,

And seide, " fou art an holi man : fat fus a-wrecxt fe of fine fon :

bou sehalt witli me to mi doujtcr : into hire chaumbro wende 105

And blessi hire, and hire spouse : fat huy habben fe bettere endo."

Seint Thomas with fe king : in-to chaumbre gan gon j

bat jongue wif and hire spouse : a-join him come a-non. 108

Seint Thomas is holie hond : ope bei3e heore heuedes leide

And blcssede heom a-godes name : and is oresun seide. 110

V he nam is lone and wende a^ein : and fe jongue spouse

ludde him forth & fonkede him : fat he cam in fe house.1 ' J^'i^Si?"

A jeord of palm cam in is hond : he nuste hou it cam,



380 BT. THOMAS. A MIRACLE. THE BRIDAL COUPLE ARE CHASTE,

AND TRUE CHRISTIANS : THEIR FOLK TOO.

Ase be ladJo seint Thomas— : wel gladliclic lie it nam : 114

Jjo joord was ful of Dates : wcxinde aso fei huy were.

Grct wonder and ioye huy [hadden] : of )>is miracle fere. '

pis joungo Man bar is joiige wif : f is fruyt so guod and suete ;

Of fat fruyt huy nomen bofe : and gladliche far-of ete. 118

IT Sone fo huy hadden farof i-cte : huy ne niijhten no feor gon,

Ake ayfer lai a-doun bi ofur : and softe slepen a-non.

Men beddedeu heom ase softe ase huy niijhten : and palles on heoni

caste,

And wenden alio out bote hcom-euluen two : and fe doren made n

fast*. 122

Ase huy leije bofe and slepen : a fair king to heom cam,

And bi-twene heom stod, in fair Abite : and bi-tweone is Arnica

heom nam ;

" Mine leoue children," he seide : " min apostle fat was her

Blessede eov for fat 30 scholden : of heouene beo parten ere : 126

Dothf aftur him, and 3c schullen beo : faro with-outen endc."

Stille he liet heom ligge and slepe : and wel softe ajein gan wende.

IT }?o huy a-woken, huy l^en and toldcn : hou fat it beo mijhte ;

gret wonder huy hadden for huy nusten : noujlit of fis noble Bijlile.

Ase huy lei 3011 and hcrof told en : seint Thomas to horn1 wende; 131

" J3e kyng," he seide, " fat with eov spak : hidere to eov me seude»-

Jjei jates and doren beo faste imade : he hath [me] in i-broujt. 'MS-iiim

Jif $e wollez fe Ioye a-fongue : fat he haueth to eov i-wroujht,

And his blessingue fat ich eov jaf : foruj me witez al-so,

In Ioye anl blisse with-outen endo : of heouene he wole eov do. 136

For je habbez jeot ouwer Maiden-hod : fat of eche guoduesse is

quene, tw- >«« W

J)at neuere ne a-dwynet bi-fore god : ac euere is brijt and schene."

Jjis jongues1 feollen a-doun : to seint Thomas o-kneo, • «i y*f t*f

And crieden on him fat he heom teijte : in guodo liue to beo. 140

H Seint Thomas heom prechede anon : hou it of ore louerd is,

And broujto heom bofe to cristindom : and fe kingue and alio his.

On of his desciples sethfe he nam : fat het dyonis,

And made him maister of fat folk : fat huy ne wroujten amis; 144

peaae dyonis he made preost : and ane churche he liet arere.



ST. THOMAS UNDERTAKES TO BUILD KING OONDOPBE A SPLENDID 381

PALACE, BUT INSTEAD, PUTS UP CHURCHES.

bat folk cam eclie daye : and heorfdje1 seruise bere. » mi"**.

bo fat lond was al i-brou3t : in guod stat i-nov,

Scint Thomas is leuo nam : and toward Inde him drov.— 148

U Anon so Abcu, ))at cam aftiir him : to Inde mijhte him bringae,

with gret Ioyo ho ladde him forth : and broi^te him bi-fore be

kinguo.

To a fair place Jo kyng him ladde : and axede him on alle wise

Jif lie coupe fere swuch bold a-rero : ase he him coube deuise. 152

Seint Thomas bi-heold ))is noble place : " sire," ho seide, " je,

So fair bold nis in al J)is lond : ase ich can here arere be."

Ane perche he nam, and mat a-boute : hou1 ech hous scholde beo.

f " Sire," he seide, " mi deuis : bou schalt here i-seo : l «'•■» 156

be hallo ichulle furst arere : in bis place in alle wise,

Est-ward be dore and be porche : rijlit ase bo sonne arisez,

))at be sonne 3wane heo a-rist : atbe dore in schine ; 159

here jond ichulle be chaumbres habbe i1 And a conduyt bare-bi-side."

he dcuisede [al] euene inov : and longue i-nou3 and wide, l,*^,0,™^;^0*'*

So noble bold ne mijhte non bco : ase began bare deuise. jw'kKn h»'bt» i

f be kyng of is sotilte : bi-gan sum-del a-grise, • «* amIm*

And seide, "certus, ich jiue bo pris : of be bestc Carpenter 164

And be quoynteste bat ich euero i-knev : and best deuised'her."

he toe him catol1 i-novj : swuch bold with to rere ; l «*• g«»i«oim

And vrendo him-sulf out of be lond : bat to jer no cam he bere.

Scint Thomas bis tresor nam : and wide wende in londe 168

And prechede Men of cctstindora : and of god to vnder-stonde ;

pat tresor he delde pouere men : euero 3 ware ho heom founde.

V Muche folk he broujte to cn'stindom : a-boute into al bat londe ;

U Churchene he arerde mani on : and preostes he sette bere— 172

Swich quoynte bold and noble it was : bat he woldc be kyngue a-rere.

be bridde jer be king cam horn : and wende al-jaro to finde

his bold ase he hadde bi-speke. : and bo was it al bi-hinde.

After seint Thomas he sonde a-non : bat bi-traide him so, he seide. 176

Sone Men tolden him hou it was : and al of is dede.

be king liet him nimen a-non : and in strongue pj-isono him do,1

And swot othb bat he scholde : al quik i-huld beo • tXfRltE&SSrJS?"

And sethbe i-barnd al-to douste : and with be wind a-wei flea 180



332 ST. THOMAS. KINO GONDOFRe's BROTHER OAD DIES, SEES HIS

PALACE IN HEAVEN, AND IS RESTORED TO LIFE.

H be kingus brofer, fat heijte Gad : al atfe defe lay :

J)e kyng al format seint Thomas : for deol fat he i-sai3h ; [M. iw]

he hiot is Men witen him wel : and is felawe also,

For-to is brojuir were in betere point : fat he nrijhtc heore dom

heom do. 181

H So fat is brofur deide sone. : Jie kyng made deol I-novjh ;

he liet him a-greifi swifo fayre : and ellcs it were woiijh ;

Four dawes he heold him inne : fat he faire a-gruyfed were 187

In ponrpre and cheisel and guode ;imnies : fat no defautc fare nere.

po he [was]1 imaud8 with grete nobleye : fene feorfe day buy him nonio

And with grot compaygtiie of heije men : to is burijngue come. 100

H Ase buy wolden fis dede man : in is putte do, • ™. » a*. tgveiM

"With grete nobleijo and pruyte i-nov : and with wop and sor also,

he a-roa up fram defo to liuo : a-mong heom euerech-one.

Jjo mauden huy Ioye and blisse i-novj : fat lusten erbetere grone.

" Brofer," ho 6cide, fo he a-ros : " fou dudest ane vucle dede,

J>,it seint Thomas fe holie man : into prisonc liete Icilc, 19C

For mid god of hcouene he is wel— : and forujh him ich am nov

To liuo ibroujt ase 30 iseothf : and i chullo 3011 tcllcn hov.

H For Aungles comen, fo ich was ded : and mine soulc bcre,

And scheuwede mo fe Ioye of heouene : fei ich vnwuyrfe were. 200

pis noble bold he schewede me1 : fat seint Thomas liet arere ••tm**

with fat tresor fat fou him toke— : god jeue fat ich were fere 1

I-maud it is ase he deuisede fe : and noblelokur, jif it may,

Of jimmes and stones preciousc— : so noble neuere i-ne saij. 204

' Lo,' seide fe Aungel fo : ' sixt fou fis noble bold 1

pis hath seint Thomas a-rerd : of fat seluer and of fat gold

bat fi brofur him bi-tok : elles-jware to bi-guynne ;

Ake fi brofur vnwuyrfe is : forto come fare-inne.' 208

' Ore louerd it 30110,' ich seide fo : ' fat it ouwere wille it were

fat ich moste here porter beo— : for non betere wuyrfe ich nere.'

U ' we schullen,' seide an Aungel fo : ' to ore louerd for fe bi-eeche

t>at fi soule wende to eorfe a-30111 : fi lijf for-to eche, 212

For-to libben on eorfe more : to don al fine wille.

Ake buye out Thomas of prisone : ich rede, fat he ne a-spille. ' "

)H> he hadde fis tale i-told : he orn to seint Thomas,



ST. THOMAS IS FREED FROM PRISON, CONVERTS 14,000 INDIAN" 383

MEN, AND IS TAKEN FOR A OOD.

And feol to is fict and Jonkcdo him : ase he in prisone was, 216

And tolilo al of him hou it was : and had him jcorne al-so

To for-jiue is brojur, Jo king : Jat he him hadde mis-do. 218

^ pe kyng cam ul-so eorne a-non : and criode him milce and ore,

To for-jiucn him )>at he hadde mis-do : and soide he nolde now-more.

Out of prisone huy broi^tcn him sono : with loye and blisse i-nouj.

pat folk honouredo him aso a god : and wcl Jicke a-boute him drouj.

" Muche hath oro louerd," quath seint Thomas : " for eov alio i-do,

bat schcwede eov Jus is priuete : jwane 30 ne beoth noujt wnyrje

Jer-to. 224

))at palcis is noble and riche i-nov : fat ich fare habbo i-wroujt :

with Jet tresor Jat Je king me tok : to ende it is i-bronjt ;

Kch man Jat wolo don aftur mo : Judere ho schal wende C«- 1*5 *■!

And louerd and prince Jaro beo : euere with-outcn ende. 228

Je mouwe wionden in-to al Jat lond : and i-seon al-a-boute

Ech contveio ful of churchene : Jar-of 30 mowcn boo proute :

Sire king, alio huy beoth a-rerd : of tresur Jat Jou me toke.

3if Jou nelt noujt i-leue me : wiend a-bouto and loke ! " 232

be kyng, and al Jat ojur folk : Jat Jicko a-boute him com,

Bi-lieuedcn on god for Jis miracle : and turndcn to m'stindom.

U Fourtcno Jousend of men : to ore louerd tur[n]den Jere,

with-onto children and wummen : Jat Manio al-so were. 236

Seint Thomas hcom teijhto Je rijlito bi-leue : and made heom Jar-of

wise ;

At echo churclie he sette ane preost : to don heom heore seruise.

bo liny wcrcn ulle in guod point : his leue wel faire he nam,

And wende ferrore into Je lond : to prechi m'stindom.— 240

11 In-to au ojur contreie he cam : Jare he a-stuute ane stounde ;

he pulte him forth wol baldeliche : and prechede to grounde ;

Deue and blinde and ojere al-so : Jat in sicknesse weren i-bounde,

he helde a-non Joruj godes grace : jwane he anie founde. 244

Swuclie Miracle ase he dude : Jonij ore louerdcs eonde,

Nas neuere a-mong heom i-soi je : in none stude of Jo londe.

U bat word sprong of him wide : fale Iorneis Jamie

bat god was into Inde i-come : in a fourme of manne ; 248

he was gladdore Jane ani Man : Jat Judere mijhte wende



331 ST. THOMAS REFUSES THE PEOPLE'S PRESENTS. HE PRATS FOB

THE DEAP AND SICK : A HEAVENLY LIGHT CURES ALL.

To habbe encs a 813th of him : a-boute in echo ende ; 250

Gret prcce cam a-bouten him : of fe contreie feor and ncijli,

And heolden him god in Mannes fourmo : euerech fat him i-seijh.

IT pa riche men fat wcrcn ncijh : ane noble croune \vr0113ten

Of gold and of Riche jymines : and to fis holie Man buy1 broujten,

And ech-inanere clofingue also : pat a kyng werie scholde, > at. om.

For-to clofi bim ase an heijh kyng : and crouni him with golde.2 25G

•J Seint Thomas stod and bi-heold : no-fing far-of he nolde ;

" Mine leoue freond," he seide, " je weneth : fat ich beo fat i-nam

nOUlt : *Ar. om. i Crete traaour bl brojte him tk i jlf lie It fongt wol.li>.

I-nam no kyng swuch f ing to habbe : ase 50 mo habbuth i-wroujt,

I-nam nought god, ase some weneth : ake ich am is bine, 260

And he me hath hidere i-sent : to bringue eou from helle pine

And techen eov fur-sake cower false godes : fat no mouwen cov helps

nonjt, 262

And to bi-leue on ore rijhte louenl : fat us alle hath i-wroujt.

11 Bi-leueth on him, ich eov rede : and to Ioye 30 schullcn wende.

J?at trcsour fat 30 bringueth me : p. mere men 30 it sonde,

For rijht nought i-nclle fare-of : ake delcth it hcom a-boute ; 266

And bi-lieuez on Ihrau crist : and no-fing ne schullo 30 doute."1

Sike men fare comen ficke : a-boute in euercch side, > ». tu-i mi. m.

Blinde and Douiube and ofcre al-so : heore hele fort-abide,

Museles and crokedo ek : and fat weren in palasye;1 > •». rm «/. om.

Ful ficke huy stoden in fe place : on fis holie man to crie. 271

IT Seint Thomas alle fcos sike Men : broujbte in one place, Cfoi. i«]

And a-mong heom sat a-doun a-kneo : and bad ore louenles grace

pat he cudde is niijhto and is grace : and heore hole heoin sende fere,

So fat al fat folk fe sofe i-seije : fat al-niijhti god he were.

J)o he hadde ore louerd fus i-bede : a-mong heom fare cam 276

So gret lijht and cler schinyngue : fat heore sijht heom aimest bi-

nam;

•J hit ouer-spradde furst seint Thomas : ase he lai in is beden, 278

And fe sike Men alle, fat huy fullen a-doun : euerech in his stede,

And leijen fare al plat to grounde : fe mountaunce of half a tide,

J)e jwile fis grete lijht i-luste : ech bi oferes side.

A-non ao fat lijht i-passed was : fat ech niijhte ofur i-seo, 283



ST. THOMAS CONVERTS NIGn 1000 MEN. MIODONIA ASKS ABOUT 385

HIM, HEARS HIM, AND BEES HIS MIRACLES.

Ech-one liny a-risen up hole and soundo : holore no mijbte none men

beo.

f pare was Ioyo and blisse i-nouj : fere no mijhte beo non more ;

buy honouredcn seint Thomas : and cridcn him milce and ore. 285

pare turnden po ueijh a fouscnd men : and i-baptizcde were,

with-oute children and wummen : foruj is miracle fore,

pat cri was J>o farof so muche : fat al fat lond wcl wide 288

par-of spac, and fudcre ornon : ful ficko in euerech side.—

IT Carik hiet fo kingucs mei : fat of fulke londe was,

Migdonia heijto is wif : fat ore louord jaf swifo fair cas.

For Migdonia, fis guodo wif : to a wumman cam 292

pat heo knevj erorc and was fo : i-turnd to cristindom,

pat haddo six jer blynd i-bco : and guod sijht heo hadde fo ;

"Lcoue soster," qualh fis Migdonio : "hou is fis i-go

pat fov hast so longne blind i-bco : and nou art i-hcld so 1 29G

Jwat is filke wise Man : fat sw°ch mijhte may do 1 "

1T " Certes, Dame," fis ofur seide : " fo noblesto Man it is

pat euere on vrfe a-mon[g] men cam : with-oute god sulf, i-wis ;

For he heleth fe siko fat wolloz beon hole : and far-of ne faillcz he

neuwe. 300

haddestfov enes him i-seije : fe gladdore fou woldest beo euere."

" Dev merci," quath fis guode wijf : " hou may icb best1 on take

pat ich hadde3 i-seije fis holie man : fat swuch wonder may make 1 "

H "AVel, fou schalt do," fis ofur seide : " for to-morewe, ase he me

tolde, ioU». 'a/.nadd* 301

he wole come and prechi al fat folk : hov huy schullon heore bi-leue

holde ;

)5ou schalt with me fudere go : wel priueliche, ich rede,

And huyd fi face, with1 ofur clofus : fat no man ne wite fi dede ! "

pat guode wijf ne fur-jat noujt fis : ake dude ase he ire radde, 308

Chaungedo hire clofus and hudde ire face : and wende ase heo ire

ladde. » al. )>l bet lliud * in

H To fis holie prechingue heo cam : fat no man ne knov hire fere,

And i-heorde fane holie man : hov he gan fat folk lere ; .311

po grete miracles heo i-saijh also : fat ore louerd for him wroujhte.

heo nunte jwat heo mijhte for Ioye do : ake stod iu grete foujhte; •

LEGENDS Or SAINTS. C 0



38C BT. THOMAS. MIODONIA TURNS CHRI8TIAN, AND REFUSE8 TO 00

TO HER HUSBAND'S BED. A DEAD SON IS MADE ALIVE.

heo wilnede more panne ani-ping : to speke with him a prowe,

Ake heo ne dorste for no-ping : laste heo were i-knowe.

1T heo wende horn al i-hud : ako euero heo hadde in poujlite 316

Anoper time with him to speke : jwane ore louerd pe time broujte.1

Bi-fore hire bedde heo lay anyjht : and on ore louerd criede longuo

Jjat heo moste poni$ seint Thomas : cristindom a-fongue. [' foi. mi b.]

11 Atpe mid nijht seint Thomas cam : and bi hire stod atpe laste—

Ifustc heo ncucre jwaro lie cam In : pe dorcn weren alio faste.

" Beo glad," he seide, ' ' Migdonie : god hath i-lieord pine hone : 322

Jjou hast muche i-wilned a/ter me : ich come to pe here ful sone.

God wole pat pou beo on of his : and pat pou come poruj me

To pe lif pat euere schal i-laste : and pat ich beo a-slawe for pe.

For pe ich schal i-martred beo : and bope wo schullcn wiende 32G

To pe Ioye of heuene, and pare beo : to-gadere with-outen endo."

II Seint Thomas jaf hire cristindom : are he pannes wende,

And tcijte "ire al godes lawe : hire lif for-to a-mende.

J)is wif bi-cam a guod womman : and nolde neuer-eft mo 330

After pat tyine for no-ping : to hire loucrdes bedde go.

hire louerd was par-of sore a-nuyd : and po he ne mijlito for no pingue

Maken hire enes neijh him come : he playnede him to pe kingue.

IT pe kyng hiet po Quiene a-non : pat he1 scholdo to hire wiende 33 1

And reden hire to honouri hire louerd bet : and don asc pe hemic—

For wummen conne of operes redo : pare-fore pe Qu'ene he sende. ' — fc»

Jje Quiene adai wel mildeliche : to pis guode wumman wende

And radde hire to hire louerd go : to schildcn hire fram vilenie, 338

And no-ping ne lieue pane false man : pat radde hire to schuche folic.

H " A, dame, merci," quath pis opur : " pou nost nou3t hou it is;

3if pou wustest al pat ich wot : pou noldest noi^t so segge, i-wis.

For so noble a man ase he is : nas neuere on eorpe ido ; 342

haddestpou him enes i-seije : pou woldest segge al-so.

And jif pou iseDe noupe pat ich seo : pe wolde wondri, i-wis.

For symphor pe heije kny^t : pat Maister of knyjlitcs is,

IT To-dai was his sone ded : and symphor wel jcorne him sou^te, 346

Jjane holie Man seint Thomas : and to is sone noupe him broujto :

And pare he hath him rijlit noupe : [arerd] fram depe to liue ;

And pare ho tit noupe in is houa : and prechez pat folk bliue ;



ST. TH0MA8 TIIE APOSTLE CONVERTS THE QUEEN, AND 18 387

TORTURED FOR IT BT THE KINO.

A-boute him al-so sike men : wel ficke comcz nov gon, 350

Crokedo and blinde and ofur* al-so : and [he] heom heleth cch-on."

IT "Looue sostcr," quath fis Qu'ene : "jwefur J>is mouwe sotb.

beot"

" Jo, Dame, certes," quath fis ofur : " and jif fou it wolt i-eeo,

Go we fudere and )>ou schalt : J>e sofe finde a-non." 354

Jje Quiene foujte fo ful longue : are heo were fudere i-gon.

huy como and foundcn scint Thomas : rijht ase fis womman seiJe.

jje Quiene stod and liim bi-heold : and alio is holie dede :

H To is fiet heo ful a-doun : heo ne mijhte no leng a-bide, 358

And bad him jiucn hire crtstindom : and merci faste him cride.

Sone J>o heo i-cristned was : liamward fane wei heo nam : '.

To fe kyngue, and longue hire foujte : are heo to him cam. 3G 1

" Sire," heo seide, " ich habbe i-founde : fis guode wijf Migdonie1

In grete wisdome, and ich wende er : to findo hire in folie ; [w. i«J

And, gode )>onk, of hire wisdom : heo partede with mo : 364

And fare1 i-ncllo in fine folie : non-more siwe fe." ' r. )>*n-forai •/.•<>)>•*

))o was fe kyng sori inovj : ho nusto 3 wat far-of to do.

For-to quelle is wif faro-fore : nono licorte he nadde far-to.

IT He cleopedo Carik, is cosyn : " wo booth bi-traide," he seide, 368

"Mine Quiene ich sende,ase fou wol wost : fi wif for-to rede,

To bringue hire out of fole foujt : ase fou me for loue bede,

And noufe ich habbe hire for-lore : forth with hire, ich drede,

For loue of fe ono i-lore bof0 : alas, fe wrechhede ! 372

wo motcn us a-wreken of fat feof : fat bringueth heom in swuch

dede."

H He liet sienden aftur seint Thomas : jif Men him mijhten findo ;

And fo fis holio Man i-foundo was : faste men him guonne binde,

And harli him forth bi-fore fe kyng : his hondene him bi-hinde :

So fat he was to defe i-broujt : in fe londe of Inde. 377

For fo he was bi-fore fe kyngue i-broujt : fe kyng him hiet a-non

For-to honouri heore false godes : fat wcren of treo and ston,1

Ofur he woldo laten him tonnenti : and to-drawe is flechs from fo

bon. >«r.om. 380

^ )3U holie Man for-sok fo : is heste forto do.

Irene plates he liet nime : brode and longue also,

cos



388 8T. THOMAS IS PUT INTO FIRE, AND A RED-HOT OVEN,

UNHARMED. IDOLS MELT LIKE WAX AT HIS WORD.

And liet heom caste a-midde J>e fuyro : fat al glowinde huy weren

a-non,

And sethfe he hiet fane holie Man : J>ar-uppe bare-fot gon. 384

A-non so fis holie Man : sette is fet fare-on, > or. out : or )>« wd* >ton

A welle with watur fare sprang out of )>e vrfo : so cold so ani ston,1

And a-qucinto fat fuyr a-non : fat so hot and strong was ;

jje guode man eode forth far-on : fat neuero fe worse him nas. 388

U J)o was fe king neijh out of witte : an Ouene he liet hete,

J)at heo was al glowinde fuyr : are huy wolden lete :

jjene holie Man huy nomen anon : and a-midde fe Ouene him

caste.

And fo he was fare-inne i-do : fat fuyr no long ne lastc, 392

Ake it bi-gan to quicnchc a-non : fat so gret Iteto er of drovj ;

Jje holie Man fare-inne was : in Ioye and Murufe i-novj.

11 jjo fe kyng fis i-snijh : he nuste hou on take ;

" Carik," he seide, " hou geth fis 1 : ore godus us habhuth for-sake ;

we ne mowen noujt fis lufere feof : with none finguo quelle."

■ Certus, sire," quath Car[i]k : " anofur ichullo fe telle : 398

we schullen nirae fis [lufere]1 Man : and [to] ore godes him ledo

And maken him forto honouri heom : mid eije and for drede, » om.

J?orujh jwan he schal is louerdes wrathfe : habben out and out,

And is merueile him beo bi-nome : foruj jwan he is so prout." 402

11 To fis Maumates fis holie man : i-broujt was wel sone

Mid strencfe forto honouri heom : ase huy weren i-woned to done.

Seint Thomas bi-heold fis maumates : ase he bi-fore heom stod;

" Ich coniouri eov," he seide, " in his name : fat for us schedde is

blod, [HuLiesb.] 406

Ov deuelene fat fare-inne beoth : and with foles wolleth spekc,1

J3at je sone farof out fleon : and fe Maumates to-broke."

11 A-non so he hadde fis word i-seid : fe maumates ne mijhte no leng

duyre,

Ake bi-gunnen al to melto awei : ase wex deth ajein fe fuyre, 410

J)at huy weren so alle to naujht i-broujht : ri)ht ase huy neuere ncre.

In gret wonder stod al fat folk : fat in fat paleis1 were ; • •>■ &**

Ech-one huy gonne with one moufe : wel loude grade and crie :

" 0. god is al-mi)hti one : i-boren of Mayde Marie, 414



ST. THOMAS IS SLAIN BY A HEATHEN PRIEST IN INDIA. 389

ST. MATHIAS IS CHOSEN AN APOSTLE BY CASTING LOTS.

Of jwam scint [Thomas] hath i-speke— : to him we wollez alle us take

And }>eos wreehches false godes : clanliche alle for-sake."

H J)o fe kyng and Carik : and fe false preostes al-so

pat wusten fe Maumates, i-heorden fis : huy nusten jwat to da 418

J)e kyng and Carick for fyn wo : out of }ie place wenden,

po huy i-seijen hou fis holie Man : heore godus so foule schende ;

lmy ne dorsten for cristine Men : setten on him non hond,

Kc al-so for fe grete Miracle : fat Man alday with him fond. 422

IF Ake fo preostes of fe false lawe : in grete wrathfe huy stodo ;

pat on hente in is hond a strong sword : with ful wrofo mode :

" Of fis feof ichulle," he scide : " mine godes anon a-wreke,

pat heom hath swuch schame i-do : ho-so it eucre hi-speke," 426

he lcide on fis holi Man : with is swerd to grounde

Into al is bodi and made him sone : manie eouele woundes,

And a-martrede so fane holie Man : and a-sloujh him in a stounde.

pe crisline Men weren wrofe i-noujh : fo huy hine ded founden ;

Jjane preost huy wolden habbe i-barnd— : ake he flci^h a-non ; 431

And fe king and carik habbe a-slawo— : ake huy weren a-wei igoh.

IT pis holie bodi huy nomcn a-non : and to churche it bcre,

And bureden it with grot honour : and with grete nobleye fere.

So fat strencfe of holie churche : wexinde euere was.

pus cam into Inde cristindom : formest forujh seint Thomas. 436

Nov scint Thomas fat Cristindam : formest into Inde broujte,

r.[r]ingue us to fe Ioye of heouene : to jwan ore louerd us boujte.

57 [Matbie ap]

SEint Mathie Apostle is : ase 30 schullen alle i-wite ;

pon^h lot he was apostcl i-maud : ase it is i-write.

Ivdas fat Apostcl was : f0 he hadde ore louerd i-sold,

Jjare [nas] l non longue in is stude : fat Apostcl were i-told. • tm. 4-

Aftur fe tyme fat ore louerd : in-to heouene was i-stije,

pc Apostles weren alle to-gadere : and ore lauedi seinto marie :

11 So fat seinto peter heom radde : ase ore louerd hadde i-bede,

For Ivdas fat Apostle was : to nimen on in is stude. 8

So fat huy nomon and castcn lot. : and ope seint Mathie it gan falle ;

So fat he, and seint powel : fe laste weren of heom alle.—



390 ST. MATIHAS RESTORES SIGHT TO 800 BLIND MEN. BE IS

MARTYRED IN JUDEA, BUT BURIED AT ST. HARY'8 IX ROME.

Seint Matliie cam of hcije Men : fat noufo apostel is ;

In fe londe of Bedlehem : i-bore he was, i-wis. 12

Seothfe, Jo he Apostel was : and huy wcnden alle wide » oT«Uned.

And precheden Men1 to cristindom : eucrech in his side, [foLiM]

Into ]>e londe of Iudee : seint Mathie fono wei nam ;

pare he prechede to manic Men : and broi^litc to cr/stindom. 16

he helde also )>at sike weren— : ne may no man rikeni alle j

Jjonijh him fat folk into cristindom : swife wide it gan falle.

H pare was a maister in fat lond : fat a switch drunch made fere

pat alle fat far-of dronken : anon-rijht a-blende were. 20

Of fat drunch men broujten to seint Mathie : and he it dronk anon :

And him nas fare-fore ncuere fo worsso : ako al hoi ho gan forth gon.

pat folk hadde fer-of wonder gret : fat he ne les anon is sijhte.

" Alas, mino leoue freond," quath seint Mathie : " 30 no seoth noujt

godes mijhte. 24

pat je i-seon solhfliche godes mijlite : fat ho on us sende,

Latez bringue here bi-foro me alle fulke : fat fare-with weren

a-blende ! "

Men leten heom sechen wel widen out : and bringue fere into place.

pis holie Man heo[m] helde a-non : foruj oro louerdes grace ; 28

11 prco hundred men and mo1 : forujh ore louerdes mijlito > a/.to(=iwo)

pat foni3 fat drunch weren a-blende : he ;af heom fare heore sijto.

pat folk criede jeorne on him : and ficke a-boutcn him cam,

And bilieueden on god foruj is techingue : and turnden to cristin

dom. 32

U pe lufer Iustise of fat lond : her-of heordo telle :

lie liet nimen fis holie man : and in strongue defe a-qiielle. 34

Ake it sis noujhwere in boke i-founde : jwat detli he hadde fere ;

Ake i-martred he was in strong torment : ase alle f0 apostles were.

H Guode Men comen aftur-ward : and fat holi bodi nome

And fram fe londe of Iudee : ladden it sethfe to Rome, 38

And bureden it fere with gret honour : fare ase men schewez juyte

In seinte Marie churclio ofte : his heued with greto pruyto.

Not god for fe loue of seint Mathi : us leue ore lif so wisse

pat we, jwanne we heonnes wiendeth : comen to heouene blisse.1

AraeX. . . ijjs.biiM. 42



ST. SILVESTER BURIES ST. TIMOTHY'S BODT. BI8 PERSECUTOR IS 391

CHOKED WITH A FISH BONE, AND DIES.

58 hie incipit uita lanc/i Siluestri.

SEint Siluestre pope was : J>o furste fat faro cam

fat cuere haddo Rome iu pes : to hoiJe up crtstindom ;

For alle fat coraen bi-fore him : lufere Men tc-drowe

And harledcn heom out of fe londe : and with tormens manie hay

slowe. 4

Akc ore louerdes mijhto cuore wax : and fo strencfe of enstindom,

So fat it was in bctere pays : fo seint siluestre cam.

f It bi-fel fat he prechede fe Aumperoure : Coatantin fat was fo ;

fat ho grauutede him fo churche of Komc : in pays with-outen wo. 8

Akc erore he hadde wo i-nou;h : are it mijhto far-to astonde :

For in prisono he was oftc ido : and ofte i-driue out of londe.

IT A lufur Iustise cam in a time : in-to fo contrcyo a-boute

For-to tormenti cristine men : and to1 harli with gret route ; 12

he lict martri ane holie Man : fat hiet thymothe, l orwuwd.

And liet him scthfe in a foul stude : castcn with gret vilte.

Seint siluestre wentc a-nijht : and fat bodi fannes dro^h

And burcde it with gret honour : in a fair place i-noujl.. 16

% fo Iustise scthfe it vndcr-jat : siluestre f.istc he nam, [foi.ua bj

And seide, " feof, fou schalt liabbe : fat ilke sulue dom.

}wy laddest fou a-wei fanno feof tnchour 1 : j wodcro hastfou him

-broujt?"

" Certes, sire," quath siluestre : " feof ne tn'chour nas he noujht ; 20

Ako fou art swuch on, ich wot it wol : and godes martyr he is.

And fat fou fare-of fc sofo i-seo : to-nijht fou schalt, i-wis,

In stronguo defe a-strangled [be] : and wiende to fe pine of helle."

"A, feof traitour," quath fe Iustise : " rafer ichulle fe a-quelle." 24

II He liet nime fis holie man : and in strong prisono caste,

For-to he bi-seije him in 3wat defe : he were i-brou;t ate laste.

his soper he liet greifi faire : ase he was i-woned to do,

And with grete pruyte and noblt^e : he eode and sat far-to. 28

A fisches bon schet in is frote : ase he sat and .et,

fat neucroft ne cam out a-jein : are he is lijf fur-liet ;

For he was a-choked a-non : and toward fe defe ho droujh,

Vnnefe he liuede for-to mid-nijht : with pine and seoruwe i-nov. 32



392 ST. SILVESTER 18 FOPE FOR MORE THAN 23 TEARS. BE ORDERS

THAT LINEN CLOTH BE USED ON THE ALTAR AND OVER THE ELEMENTS.

% His Men fat wcrcn is conscilers : comen comiiulc fasto

Into fe prisone to silaestre : and sore huy wcren a-gastc,

And seiden, " leouo louord, fur-jif us : fat wo J>e habbez mis-do !

Gret wreche to ore Maister cam for fe : ne lat nought to us so 1 36

Louerd, graunte us pi guode wille : we nelloth mis-don fo non-more ;

Go forth jware fi willo is : we biddeth fo milco and ore."

U fis guode man wendo out of prison : with honour i-novj,

Ifybt ase Men fane Inhere Iustise : to-ward fo corfo drovj. 40

fat folk bi-leueden heore oweuo prince : fat huy hcolden er so heige,

And alle siweden fis holi man : for miracle fat buy seicn.

Sorie wercn fe lufere Men fo : for heore lawe eode al-to nnujhte ;

And fo cristino Men wcrcn glade i-nouj : for al fe pris huy caujbte.

Mani hefene Man fare-fore : tornedo to cn'stindom, 45

And wel fe bctere pais foru3 al fe lond : a-mong enstino men bi-enm.

11 Seint siluestre bi-lefde pope : in guod pais fo i-novj

And muche folk wide a-boute : to godes lawe fare drouj. 48

Preostcs he made and dekneno al-so : and be him-sulf furst bi-founde

fe ordres to maken a-jein midewynter : fat men halt juy[tj in al fe

krn.de.

Al-so he bi-fond fat Men scholdon : maken fe scruiso

with linnene cloth dene i-wascho : opo fe wcuede in alio wise, i>2

And lie lie with clcne linnene cloth : ore loucrdes fleebs and is blod,

And nofcr in pal ne in seolko : nere it no so guod—

IT And fat was, for, fo ore louerd : boujto us with is blode,

Iosep of Aramatbie : nam him a-doun of f0 rodo 5G

And wond him in jwijht linnene cloth : aso fe godspcl hath i-scid,

Ake nofur in soolke ne in scndel : fo fat swete flescb was dcd.

In swuch cloth ase is swete fleclis : was i-woundo fo,

his swete flcchs schal ope fo wcued : bcou i-wounden euere-mo. 60

fis guode Man freo-and-tweiiti jer : pope was at rome [' w. i«]

And freo monfes and endleoue dawes : are is ende-day him come.1

And fo be deide in godes seruiso : ase he hadde longue fare-in i-beo,

I-bured he was bi-sido rome : for-sofo, Mileno freo. 64

Xou god for is swete loue : us graunti fulke blisse

fat seint siluestre is inne : fat we far of ne misso.



ST. EUSTACE, FORMERLY SIR FLACIDA8, HUNTS A BTAO, WHO 303

8PEAK8 TO Bill, AMD SATS HE IS GOD.

59 [Eustas.]

SEint Eustas fe noblo knyjt : of hofene lawe1 was ; , ,„_ Jj2^

Ako are he i-cmtned were : men cleopeJen liim placidas.

lie was with Traian fe Aumperour : hcxt of alio is kni)hte,

Maister he was of al is ost : at cche bata'le to fijhte. 4

ho wilnede to wite godes lawe : and of cmtindoin ;

Ake no man far-of him ne teijlito : ne 301110 fare-to ne nam :

''. liis heorte him jaf )>at is lawe nas noujt : and fare-foro almes-dedo

Ofte he dude for godes loue : fat ho him scholdc fe bet redo. 8

A wif he hadde and twei soncs : fat swife joungue were ;

heo wilnedo jeorne fat sum man : of god hire wolde lore.— 10

fis hoi jo knijhtcs wenden a day : on honteth mani on

with hcorc choucntcyn placidas : to cachche hert and bocke and don.

H A-mong ofur game huy foun leu ano lieort : swife fair best with-alle :

placidas him siwede a-non : 3'if he niijhte maken him f.dle. ^ 14

Fram is felawes he wendo al one : fis best orn with gret pas,

And ho siwede him for in vncouf0 stude : fat al wcri ho was.

fo huy comen opon a fair hul : fis best with-stod atfe iaste.

fis kuijht ne dorsto ner him wiende : ake bi-heold him stikole and

faste. 18

I>i-twcne is homes he i-saijh : ano crciz schine brijhlc

with gret leome ase it were of Sonne : fat vnnefe bi-holdc he it mijhte.

f "Placidas," soide fe hcort : "jwy woltfou wcorri with me?

I-cham god fat fou no knowost noujt : ichulle schewi me to fe. 22

fine almesse-dcdcs fat fou hast i-do : a-mountcde mo bi-fore ;

fat fou no canst noujt, i-ehulle f0 tcche : fat fi soule ne beo for-lorc.

fov were a-boute to cachche me : ichulle fe caliche al-so."

" Louerd," seide placidas : " seijo me jwat i schol do." 26

H " Bote go," seide ore louerd f0 : " hom to fine wiue,

And nim hire and evwere twei soncs : and lat eou cr/stni bliue. 28

fus time to-moruwe cum ajcin : and icli fe wolle wisse

hon fou schalt leden here f i lijf : to of-semi heouene blisse."

fo nuste he jwaro fe lieort bi-cam. : fis knijht in grete foujte

wende hom and fonkede god : fat swuch tifingue him broujhte. 32

his wiue he tolde it priuelicho. : " siro, merci," heo seide,



394 ST. EU8TACB AND HIS FAMILY TURN CHRISTIANS. THB STAG

(GOD) TELLS Hill HE WILL SUFFER WOE. HE LOSES HIS ALL.

"To-nijht ore louerd cam al-so to me : and rijLt so ho gan me rede."

S Huy nomen heore twcy soncs with heom : and to a bischop huy

wende

And lieten heom cristni alio fouro : heore lif for-to amende ; 36

fis knyUh liet is name tuyrno : and liet him cleopie Eustas.

With ofuro knijhtcs he wende eft an hontez : fudere ase he er was.

f is holie best he 8.11311 fo eft-sone : aftur he wende al-so,

For-to he cam in-to a priue stude : ase lie haddo er i-do. 40

fo criede he and fel a-doun a-kneo : "louerd," ho scidc, " fin ore,1

Tel me hou i schal mi lif lede : to saui me forujh fi lore." p M. in b.]

Ore [louerd] spac f0 in fe heortes moufe : " loko fat fou do after me !

For fov hast feno deuel oner-come : he armcth him ajen fe : . 44

folio fou schalt wo and sor : aso lien schulle in bataylle ;

Jif fou wolt folio and a-jein him fijhto : of is wille he schal faille,

he schal fe, ase ho dude lob : mid alio wo fe fonde ;

Seie me jif fou it folio wolt : and fasto a-jein him stonde I " 48

H " Louerd," seide fis guode knight : " jif mo studefast-hede,

fat ich inouwo is fondingue fole : ase fou mo wolt wisse and rede."

" Ope fi-sulue it is jif fou wolt boo : studefast," ore louerd seide ;

" Ake )if fou wolt so, ichulle in fi care : bofe witie fe and lede." 52

Mid fusse worde ore louerd wende : he nuste jware lie bi-cam.

fis knijht in grete fou3hte of heorte : feno wcy hamward nam ;

his wiue he tolde al hou it was : and bad hire studefast be.

To is louerdes court, fe aumperoures : soldo ho nonmore too. 56

H fo comen feoues and robbeden him : of al fat cuere he hadde ;

his Orf deide al-so to grounds : noujht 0 best a-liue lie nadde ;

his hineno dciden euerechone— : fare bi-lefde non a-liue

Bote he and [is] tweie jongue soncs : and is leoue wiue. 60

fo ne bi-lefde heom non more guod : fane heom hieng a-boute—

huy fonkeden god of alio is sondene : juyt nadden huy none doute.

For schamo fat huy beggares weren : heore hous huy liete stonde

And bi ni^hte stelen a-wei : to-ward an ofur londe, 64

H Eustas alone and is wijf : and is sones tweijo ;

So jungue weren fis children two : fat he bar heom ofte bi wei'30.

Grot deol made fe Aumperour : f0 he miste sire Eustas,

And liet him seche al-a-boute : ake men nusten jware he was. 68



ST. eustack's wife is taken from him dt a shiphan. 393

ONE SON IS CARRIED OFF BT A WOLF, THE OTHER BY A LION.

Toward Egypte huy passcden fo se : for huy mosten so don nedc.

Jjo huy fe so ipasscdo haddcn : fe schipman axede is mcde. 70

huy seidcn fat huy noting nadden : ake )>at huy beggares were.

Jjc schipman bi-heold fat guode wif : and poujte him of faire chcre ;

H he soide, " ichulle for mi mede : fis wumman with me at-holde."

pe knijht weop and crt'ede jeorne : ake hit ne mihjte no-fing holde,

J)is schipman nam1 him and is sones : and out of fe schipe heom

fraste, > us. »•»

And liet heom wienden jwodere huy wolden : and heold1 fis womman

fasto. >Ms.b«>id 76

J)o knyjht bi-heold after-ward : ake J>o it non-ofur nas,

Sore he weop and wrong1 is honden : longuo i-swowe he was. > ns.wtwid

" Leue sones," he seide, " jwat schulle jc nou 1 : joungue je beoth,

hclp-les,

In vncoufe londe ; ho schal ou wite : noufe je beoth moder-lest 80

11 Mi-sulf ich coufo mine mete bi-swynke : ako inot jwat 30 schulle do ;

A fcble notice ich am, alas ! : i nas neuere i-teijht fcr-to."

Wei softe he ladde is sones forth : and wel ofto ho heom bar.

To a deop watur he cam : and no schip ne fond he far : 84

ho bar is 0 sone oucr fat watur : and fare a-doun him sette.

lUert afol. it wanting in the MS.X ; MS. Cott. IhI. D it. continuei ••]

[be while he wento ouer ajen : his ofer sono to fetto,

a-midde fe water as he was : a wolf fir com vino

& nom fat child & ber hit ford : touard fe wode jerne. 88

A leon com in fo ofcr half : & f is ofer child [he] nora

& bere hit ford touard fo wode : ar fe fafer to him com.

'. fis knijt stod a-middo fo water : no wonder fe him wo were,

whan he sei fat fis wilde bestcs : his sones awei bere ; 92

he wep & his hondes wrong : & tar him be fe here ;

liim-Biilf he wolde habbe a-dreint : jif fat ofing nere:

he fojte on fat our lord sede : fat he scholde folie sore.

lie folede, him fojte, sorue y-nou : noman ne mijto more. 96

" lord," be sede, " whifer schal ich nou?" : & wente bi an vncoufe weie ;

" knijtes ich was y-woncf to haue : wit me of gret nobloie :

1 Only a little fragment ia left, with the beginning of the first Terse* : beo Jwrle

"•'■... bo he was f . . . . And nam b . . . . A leon 0 . . . And .... % bis . . .—

Joe text in US. Ashm. 43 ia frequently abridged, therefore I fill the gap from MS.

Cott.



396 BT. EUSTACE IS IN GREAT DISTRESS, AND SERVES AS HAYWARn.

THE EMPEROR TRIES TO FIND HIM.

T Icb lea horn Biif-fce.A; al my good : bit icli scholde bi lebe mi lif ;

Mene bileue))e "per solas non : bote my sones & my wif. 100

bo mi wif me was by-nome : nas me wo y-nou ?

5 1 r icli dorste sigge, ich was : ibrojt in more wo wit woa.

Me nas bileucb bote mi sones : bat al myn herten were :

bo sei icb wliare wilde bcstes : awei to wode horn bere, 104

& icliam a wreccbe & Trendies : bileucb nou alone,

al nakeb & bar of alio gode : as icli sprang out of be stone!

H wel icliot bat iob hadde : y-nou of care & sore ;

a lone wrccche as icbam : me bincb icliaue more : 108

for lie hadde Trend & wif also : him forto binicne,

me nis bileucb wif no frciul : to solaci me ene.

a dunghupel warup lie liim rcste : him was also bilcueb :

of al my god so moclie y uaue : bat icli mow rest op my lied. 112

of al men bat euer were : me Jiinch icliam mest wreccbe—

ac whan god wol so bat icli sclial : of nobing I-ne recclic."

bo lie liadde al y-mad Iiis mono : bat renbo hit was y-nou,

In soruc & care spitosliche1 : touard toune he drou. ' A»hm pirnlM* 116

% ber he jede & beb his mete : bat al folc rente hndde

bot so fair man & stalwordo : in meseiso his lif ladde.

hai-ward hi made him of be toun : hor corn forto witc,

bat he mijte in treunesso : his liflode bc-jite. * t 120

his lordinges he paide wel : & al obere also—

for ho-so hab wit him godes grace : he no schal neurr mis-do.

for he ne con be nojt his mestcr : gret sorue he liadde ynou ;

his wo he nom in pneienco : to echo goducsso he drou. 121

heyward he was fiftene jcr : in gret sorue & cure ;

ne com noman nei him bat him kneu : his frend him1 wen wel bare.—

IT ac* hit bifel bat bo emperour : )>at his lord or was, * nk*I|l1JiJr*"<1'"'

y-worreb was of a nober king : boron a Iuber cas. » om. in Utm, 128

■one him missebo bis gode knijt : & ofte he sede alas.

to many lond he seute aboute : to seche seiut eustas.

tuei knijtes bat bis felaues were : bat sojto him suibe wide,

In his bailie hi mette him : as hi come bcr-ford ride. 132

seint eustas i-kneu horn wel : & hi him nojt wit-alle—

for ho-so is in raeneise & in sor : his lieu wole sone falle.

K " knowest," hi sede, " eni man : bat hatte placidas ? "

he sede nai, & sede sob : for he het eustas. 134

bo gonne bis knijtca sike sore— : & bit was nei eue :

bis haiward hom bab suibe fair« : al ni)t wit him bileue.

bo bi come hom to his In : he made hom fairs chers



ST. EUSTACE 18 DISCOVERED, AND GOES BACK TO THE EMPEROR, 397

WHOSE FOES HE ROUTS AND CONQUERS.

& corteslicho smicjic horn : quinte man as he were. 140

ac euer whan he from horn turnebe : b* teres ourne of his eie ;

ac fair semblant he made y-nou : euer whan hi him seie.

HI bis knijtes bojte wonber grot : fat a such heiward

of so quinte seruise was : as he were eny stuard. 144

fie lengor bat hi him bihuldo : J>e bet hoin bojte [hi] him kneue—

for whan man is fol of mete & drinke : hit1 soteleb3 in his hwe. > us. hi.

" bis man," scde be on to be ober : " ilioh is placidas, » Wb.mW^

loko we where he haue be wounde : fat on his hed was, 148

bat he hente in be batailc ? : for 3 i f he hab bilke wounde

In bilke stude, Biker wo beb : bat we him haucb i-founde."

bo lii founde bis sobo tokne : in gret ioie hi were ibrojt,

)ii scde, " bu art placidas : bat we longe huueb isojt 152

U bo emperour sente after bo : to Iiim b'1 schalt come,

for liis fon haucb moche of his lond : for bo faute1 of be y-norae."

eein eustas made gret daunger : & nabelcs ate nende ' '■ <Wbiiu

to be emperour of ronio, his lord : wit horn ho gan wende. 156

glad tibing com to be emperour : bo he him isay I

he let him greidi in fuir atir : as noblo knijt & hoi,

lie let jarki his ost also : mony knijt & sueyn,

& made eustas, as he was cr : of hoin alio chcucnteyn. ICO

H hi wente & worrebo op hor fon : to grouade fer & ner ;

hi bdt er al maistrcs were : naddo do no poer.

more proucsso no inijto bo : ban was of bis knbte,

for ho was of bodi strong : & moche coube of fijte, 164

& ho hadde wit him godes grace : be dai & by nyjto ;

ber-fore non heden man : ajen him stonde ne inijte.

bo be king hor fo vnber-jot : bat his poer noding nas,

& bnt he no mijte worro holde : ajen scin eustas, 168

HI he floi hoin in-to his owe lond : vnnebo wit be Hue.

seint eustas wit his gode route : after suobe bliuo ;

of his men he let ek mony nyme : & elou ek of horn Hue,

he let sle al ober nyme : ober out of londe horn driuo. 172

jut he suor he wolde awreke be : of be gret schonde

bat hi hadde his lord y-worreb : in his owe londe.

HI gret maister he wex anon— : what, whare was bo his horn ?

he ne jede nojt in be feld afote : to wite man1 corn 1 » r. muim 176

a maister heiward he was on : wit audi men to fijte,

to porswy in-to his owe lond : * king of so gret roijte 1

he let ordeine wel his ost : & parti bit a-bre,] 179



398 ST. EUSTACE, NOT KNOWING THEM, CHOOSES HIS TWO SONS AS

CHIEFS UNDER HIM. ONE TELLS THE OTHER HI8 STORT.

Cheuentcynes he liet [chcse]1 tweie : vndcr him to heo. [H. i«] « om.

V J)are weren joungue tweie : faire men8 with-alle, JJSS'mlmwib miou'i!"'

with red heued, jeolu and crips'— : fair cas fare gan bi-falle :

For fere nere none into al }>e Ost : fiat so staloworf" men were

Ne of so grot prouwcsse in fe bataile : ne fat so wol amies bere, 184

Jjare-fore Evstas vnder him : cheucnteynes hcom made fere,

Eyfer is owene compay[ni]e : swife wel to lcdo and lere. 186

huy siwcden heore fo in-to is lond : no-fing a-draddo huy ncro ;

And fo huy fe se i-passed hadden : heor baneres huy lieten1 a-rere,

% Into al fat lond huy wenten a-boute : and nomen alle fat huy

founder), > Ms. Metm

heore fon huy slowcn fat heore pouwer : was sone i-broujt to grounde ;

For huy nomen some and laddcn forth : with heom, faste i-bounde,

Some huy r.iymedcn for heore lif : of manie harde poundes. 192

Are huy heom hadden so ouer-come : huy jeuen manie woundes ;

Gult-lese men fat weren of pais : huy lieten boo hole and sounde.

huy come and nomen a gret cito : and fare-inne huy a-lijhtc ;

Ase louerdcs huy resten fere— : so fareth fat habbeth roijbte. 196

U Jjis two cheucnteynes fat weren : onder sire Eustas,

huy caslcn of heore helmcs heom for-to auente : heore bodi fill

weri was ; 198

Vnder a chaumbre huy rcstcn heom : in a wel fair herber,

huy toldcn of heore grete prouwcsse : fat huy duden fcor and ner.

" Wonderliche," fat on seide : " ich am forth i-gon.

Mi fader was knyjht of grot pouwer : nis noujhwere noufe schuch on ;

11 he and mi moder stillelicho : lieten lieom cristni beye,

And me and mi joungue brofur1 : fat weren his soncs tweye.* 204

A nijht he nam is wif and us : fat his soncs were, • ocig.'tajM

And ladde us into anofur lond : fare we neucrer nere.

J)o we fo se i-passede hadden : fe Mariner for is huyre

Drof us out of is schip . and ore moder ladde awey : fat us was leof

and duyre. . 208

U Ore fader nam us and ladde us forth : swife gret deol he made.

To awater we comen fat was so deop : fat wo ne mijhten nought wade :

Mi fader bar ouer mine 30unguere brofer : and in fat ofur half liim

•etto,



ST. bustace's sons get to know thet are brothers. 399

st. eustace's wife comes to him, and tells him who she is.

And cam a wolf and bar him forth : fo jwylo ho [me] wolde fetlo ;

And are he mijhto to mo come : a leon faro cam eorne

And kipte me and bar mo forth : to-ward fo wodo wel jeorne. 214

IT Schephcrdcs orncn him a-jein : with homes and with houndo,

And crieden and schoten to-ward hira : fat he me liet falle to grounde ;

huy nomcn and laddcn me to hcoro hous : and licton me forth bringue.

Of fader ne of modcr no can ich : telle eov no tyfingue." 218

f "Loucrd cr/st," seido fat ofur : " i-hercd beo fi mijhtc,

pat ich moste of mine leoue brofur : habbe one sijhtc I 220

Certcs," he seide, "ich am fi brofur : fat fo wolf a-wei bar;

Ako Aker-men wercn in fe feld : fat weren of him i-war,

with staues and with 6tonos al-so : ajen hiin huy orncn bliue

And maden him legge me a-doun : so fat ich cam to liuc" 224

loucrd, muche was fc Ioye : fat bi-twene heom was fere 1 [W. i« «>.]

Mcst huy bi-menden fader and moder : fat huy nu3ten jware hny were.

f Ileore Moder sat and heorde fis : In ano chaumbro fare-bi-sido :

wcllc, loucrd, fat ho1 was glad : fat heo mijhte fane day a-bide I > - w.

Sori heo was fat heo ne mijhte out : with hire sones to speke—

Ake heo was bi-loko aso a prison : ne heo no inijhte fat hous breko ;

For heo and manio ofer : in ostage wercn itake.

Bi-foro fo prince heo was sethfo i-broujt : hire fin fur-to make. 232

po isaij heo jware hire louerd was— : a-doun heo feol to grounde,

"I-hercd Leo fou, ihe*u cristl" heo seido : "mine louerd ich habbo

i-founde I "

f pis guode knijht [gan]1 for ioyo to wepe : he clupte hire and custe ;

Moro Ioye fane [was heom]1 bi-twene : no man neuerer nuste. 236

" Sire, merci," heo seide : " ne haue fou no mis-foujt, > «.

For god it wot, ich am clone : and i-wemmed noujt.

For also-sone as fe lufore man : me hadde fram fe i-brou)t,

he vuelde, and doide sone : bi god fat ich habbe i-so^t I " 240

po was fis guode kuijht gladore : bi muche fane he er was 1

" Dame," he seido, " of ore leoue sones : quite we beoth, alas 1 242

For a leon bar fat on a-wei : and a wolf fat ofur also ;

Wel ich wot fat huy to-drawe beoth : inot jwat we schullen da"

H " Siro," seide fis guode wif : " make grot Ioye with-ollo,

Among alle fe men fat euore weren : fairest us is bi-fulle : 246



400 BT. EC8TACB AND BIS WIPE AND SONS ARE RE-UNITED. THET

00 IN TRIUMPH TO ROUE. ST. EUSTACE REFUSES TO WORSHIP IDOLS.

For ase ich in a chaumbre sat : knijhtcs ich heordo tweijo

Tellen of us so fat ichwot : fat it weren ovro semes beije.

Lat of-sechen jwuchc hny beoth : for sofe, huy beoth of fine.

Beo glad and in alle Ioye : for wo habbez ouer-come oro pine." 250

U J>is knijht for Ioye liet sende a-boute : fe messagere neren nou3t

bi-hynde ;

he liet seche and crien ouer-al : jif men mijliten anie swuche i-findc.

he fond fat is soncs weren : onder him cheuentey[n]s,

J)at he him-sulf made for hcore prouwesse : of fe ostes soucreins. 254

Glade huy haddc er i-beo : nko so glade neuere huy nere,

J)o fader and moder and fe soncs : to-gadero i-come were ; 25G

Jjat fe fader and fo soncs : fe maistrie a-wei bere « t. im-7 ttm ipiirkw.

And maistres weren of al fat folk : to ordeincn heom and to lere.1

V Louerd, muche is fi mijlito : and fat fou cuddest fere—

For fat fou i-saucd habbe wolt : no-fing nc schal fur-pcrc.— 2C0

1T ]3o fis guode knijht and is soncs : and heore ost atfeu ende

J)e Maistrie hadden of alle heore fon : hamward huy guonne wiemln

with gret Ioye and nobleye— : of no man licom ne dradde ; 2G3

Alio fe hexte men of fe londe : ase prisones with heom hny ladde.

Muche pris fare was of heom : ase huy wendon toward rome.

Ake deolfole tifingues buy founden fere : fo huy fudere come : 26G

For huy founden bore louerd ded : fene Aurapcrour tralan,

And an ofer huy founden imad after him : fat hiet Adrian, 2G8

Jjat muche schame dude cn'stine men : jware anie weren i-nome.

Gret Ioye he made with fis knijhtes : fo huy weren fudere i-come,1

For heore prouwesse, and for heore prisones : fat huy mid heom

broujhte. l*H.m

hext prince of fat lond vnder him : sire Eustas makie he foujhte ;

Bote it were bi is red : no-fing don he nolde, 273

And jwane he wende into anie stude : euere mid him he scholde.

1T A dai huy comen bi heore temple : fat heore maumates inne were :

po Aumperour lijhte a-doun : to don fare is prciere. 27G

Sire Eustas nolde noujt fare-inne come : ake bi-lefde fere-with-oute.

J)e Aumperour in wrathfe axede a-non : jware-of he hadde doute

And jwi he ne a-lijhte, ase rijlit were : and to is godes a-loute. 279

" Sire," seide aire Eustas, " it is for noujt : fat fou art fare-a-boutc ;



ST. EUSTACE IS CAST INTO A DEN OF LION'S, BUT THET WILL 401

NOT TOUCH HIM. HE AND BIS FAMILY ARE BURNT.

[-ne rechche a-liue ho it wite : cristine ich am, i-wis. 281

Of swuch a prince ase fou art, gret deol is : fat so schal bi-lcue a-niis."

H " Or ! " seide fe Aumperour : " hast fou fus i-seid 1

habbo ich fus i-loued fe : and fou me hast bi-trcidl 284

Jif fou louest fin oweno stat : torne f i fo^t, ich rede, •

( )f ur fou schalt scgge fat fou ne dudcst : neuere so lufer dede."

" Certes, sire, for noujt it is " : fis guode knijht a-jcin seide,

" liolde ichulle fat ich habbe i-take : I-ne bi-leue it for no drede."

wod-wroth was fe Aumperour : ho liet him binde faste

Ami leden horn to is palcis : and among leones him caste, 290

pat huy scholdcn for-swolcwcn eucrcch lime : of J>is guode knijhte.

Imy a-luttcn to him and lickcden him— : fare was godes mijhte !

H fo is sones and is wif : herof heorden tcllo

|3at fe Aumperour heore louerd nome : him for-to a-quclle, 294

liny comen eorne with grot eyr : and axeden 3ware he were,

And seiden huy wolden for godes1 loue : mid him deijo fere' \ *\ffff£

he schok is heued and criede loude : and ter him bi is here/0"0"1*""

he liet makie ane tonne of bras : for-to borne heom farc-inne. 298

Wcl wusten fis guode kni3htes : jwat huy scholden fare-with iwinne.

f )3o was fe lufere Aumperour : wrofere fane he was bi-fore.* ir.*n

Sire Eustas sat a-doun a-kneo : and seide, " noufe, louerd, fin ore !

Graunte us to fo Ioye of heoucne : comen aftur fis sore, 302

And fat ore foujt studefast beo : and treowe euere-more.1 i t. aw »um.

Graunte us fat alio guode men : fat us habbuth in muynde

And of us bi-sechez help to fe : fat huy it moten fmtle,

pat huy of peril beon i-broiqt : and of alio ofuro vuele al-so, 306

Jjat fou, jif it is fi willo : into fe Ioye of heouene heom do.

wo fouro fat muche of ore lif : i-liucd habbcth in wo,

Graunte us one stude to ore martyrdom : and to ore burijngue al-so,

bat we in one stude forto domes-day : to-gadere resten mote, 310

pat fe siko of bodie and of soule : at us habben bote."

' po cam faro a uoyz, and seido : " Eustas, glad fou beo, 312

Al fat fou i-bede hast : god hat" i-grauntcd fe." P «.u»b.]

)>is turmentores nomen fis guode knijht : and is sones and is wif,

And duden heom in ane tonne of bras : to leten fare heore lijf ;

Gret fuyr huy fare-aboute maden : bi-neofe and a-boue : 316

LEGENDS Or SAINTS. D D



402 THE BODIES OF ST. EUSTACE AND HIS FAMILY ARE WHOLE.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST WAS CHRIST'S COUSIN.

And fare bay foleden martyrdom : for oro louerdes loue.

U J)o fis fiiyr hadde longue i-barnd : a-boute fe brasene tonno,

And fat bras was muclie i-molto : and to-gadere i-ronne,

buy eoden ner, and jus bolie men : wel faire liggen buy founde, 320

So jwijht schininde so eni milk : fe bodies bole and soundo

And fe soulene ore louerd bi-taijt— : for fare nas of clofe ne of bere,

Ne of no stude of alio heoro bodies : fat of fo fuyre i-weommcde were.

11 Cristine men a-waytedcn heore point : and stolen fare-to bi nijlitc

And feos holie bodies ladden a-wey : and longue fare-to huy tijbte

And bureden heom faire in one sturie< : to jwuche buy weren

i-broujt— 326

For ore louerd wolde fat it were : ase huy hadden him erore bi-soujt.

An hondred $er i-passcde weren : and tweuti also

Aftur ore louerdes buyrlyme : fat huy weren to dcfo ido.

J)us seint Eustas mid is wif : and mid is soncs cam 330

To fe heije Ioye of hcoucne : foruj strong martyrdom.

60 [Iohan ap.]

SEint Ioban fe ewangelist : fat Apostel is,

was ore louerdes Aunte sone : and seint Ieines biofur, i- wis :

his Moder was ore lauedie suster : Marie cleopbe,

I-wedded heo was to is fader : fat hiet zebede ; 1

Jjia Zebede hadde tweijo soncs : bi Marie is wif :

Jjes seint Ioban and eke seint Iemo : fat ladden wel holi lijf.

U Seint Iohan was jonguore fane ore louerd : twelf monfe ofur

fere-a-boute ;

For is kun he was fe betere Man : far-of nis no doute : 8

And natbeles he was, ich wene : fritti jer old neijh

Are bee oujt mucbe of ore louerd wuste : ofer are he him muclie

iseijb.

For ore louerd nas bote luyte i-knowe : ne he ne cudde him noujt

Are he i-baptized were : and to crwtine-dom i-broujt ; 12

And jeot ne cudde he him noujt a-brod : are seint Iohan fe baptist

'were

I-martred for fe lawe of holie churche : fat be gan heroudes lcre.

V Ake fo seint Iohan i-martred was : ore louerd ne sparede noujbt



8T. john was Christ's favourite apostle, and was 403

TOLD TO TAKE CHARGE OF CHRIST'S MOTHER.

Forto gon and prechi a-bouto : til he was to defo i-broujt 16

To beon is descipl«3s furst he ches : twei30 brefren fo :

Seint pctre and seint Andreu : ase he cam bi fe se go ;

And fare he saijh tweie brcfren fo : seint Ieme and fes seint Iohan,

with )>e olde man Zebcde : heore fader, a-fischeth gon : 20

f lioom he cleopede al-so to him : and buy bi-lefden a-non

hcoro fader, and siwcden him : and token )>e betere won.

Seint Iohan was best \frith liim : of is desciples echon :

Jjat was i-sene fo he leonede : and slep opon is breostc-bon ; 24

For fe 3 wilo he made is ceno : ase on schere-fores-day,

Seint Iohan among is desciples : to is swete breste lay.

A-morewe, ase on )>e guode friday : ase ho deide on fe rode,

his swete moder and seint Iohan : faste bi him stode : 28

Jjere in seint Iohanes warJo : is swete moder he tok, CM- n*)

To wardi ase hire owene sone : aso we findcz i-write in bok.

H hire wardein he was aftur also : fat he to heouene i-wende,

Al fe jwyle fat heo on eorfe was : for-to he aftur hire sende. 32

Rijht it was to wardi hire : jwane heo is Aunte was,

And for fare nas non ofur1 of beom : fat clene mayde was;*

Clene mayde to wardi ofur : ri3ht it wis i-dos— ' •'•".^JJ tod***""**

bare-fore in is swete warde : ore louerd bi-tok hire so.— 36

Aftur fat ore louerd was : to fe Ioye of heouene i-wont,

And his desciples a-witsonenday : fene boli gost hadde i-sent, ■ '

H buy wenden forth wel baldelicbe : euerech in is side,

A-boute in diuerse londes : and prccheden wel wide. 40

Iu-to fe londe of Asye : seint Iohan fe cwangelist

wende,to wissi fulke side : and prechede of Iesu crist. 42

To fe Cite of Efese : atfe laste he com,

bare he hadde him-suluo hous and bom : and prechede cristindoiu.—

51 be Aumperour domician : fat lufur was i-novjh,

Alio fe cristine Men fat he fond : he tormentede ofur a-eloujh.

So fat seint Iohan was i-nome : fat longue hadde beo i-soujht ;

Bi-fore fe Aumperores Iustise : ful sone1 he was i-brou^t 48

be Iustiso foujhte anon : fram god to tuyrne is foujht. ' «». torom.

" Certes," quath fis holie Man : " fare-to ne bringest foil it noujt ;

For ichulle more don after god : fane aftur fe, iwis."

D d I



401 ST. JOHN IS BOILED IN OIL, AND OUTLAWED TO PATHOS, WHERE

HE WRITES THE APOCALYPSE. HE RETURNS TO EPUESU8.

Welle, wroth]) was pe Iustiso : )>o he i-heorde pis 1 52

Ane tonne ful of Eoyle he nam : and liet it boylio faste,

And al wallinde pesno holie Man : a-midde pe eolie he caste.

IT Seint Iohan parc-inne sat : so longuo so it was,

ho ne cliaungede neuer eno his hicv : ne neuere pe worse him nas, 56

Ake al hoi with-outen eni harm : out of pis colyo he a-ros—

\)a Iustise fat him per-inno broujto : par-of wel sore a-gros.

Jjis was in ronie bi-fore a jat : pat pis dcdc was i-do,

pal men cleopeden " pe porte latin " : and juy t men doth also. CO

A -seint Iohanes day it was : in pe bi-ginningue of may.

For pulke miracle men holdcz juyt : poru al pe lond is day ;

And for pat jat hiet " porte latyn " : pare pe dede was i-do,

}uy[t] men holdeth1 pilke day : of seint Iohan* al-so.— G4

U Domician pe Aumperour : po he i-saijh pis cas J Jj "frJ^ili..11

Jjat seint Iohan nas no-pe worse : pat he in pe eolie was,

wod-wroth he was and sori i-noujb. : ake natheles he ne dorste noujt

For cristine Men, pat he were : poi-113 liim to depe i-broujht ; 63

he hiet him fleo out of pe londe : pat non more he ne come pere.

I-harled he was out of romo : ase pei he strong pcof were,

And i-outlawed ase a peof : pat he in po contrcye ne come.

Into pe yle of patmos : he wende out of rome, 72

And wonede pare in penaunce : twelf monpes nei;h.

Of ore louerdes priuetez : wel muche he pare i-seijh, [>w.»k)

For ofte pe priuetez of heouene : ore louerd him schewede pere.1

Jware-of he made pare ane bok : al-holi churche to lere, 76

pat men cleopeth " Apocalips " : pat men redez in churche al day ;

Muche is of godes priuetez : pat he pare i-saij.1— > odg. i«ijb

11 J}e furete jer pat seint Iohan : pus i-outlawed was,

Of pe Aumperour pat him drof awey : pare bi-feol a sori cas : 60

For pe senatour him a-slovj : pat was po of rome,

In contek pat heom was bi-twene— : for huy conteckeden i-lome.

Seint Iones pays was sone i-cried : and alle opcres also

J)at weren poruj pe Aumperour : in outlawingue ida 84

Seint Iohan him wende a-jeinward po : mildeliche i-novj ;

Toward pe cite of Efese : to is owene hous he drouj—

For he hadde pare hous and horn : and kun and freond i-nowe.



ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST RESTORES DRUSIANE TO LIFE, AMD 405

SHE COOES FOR IIIM. HE DWELLS AT EPHESU8.

Men and wimmcn of fe toun : wel J)icke a-jein him drowe, 88

To wcl-comien him with grcte Ioye : and in-to tonne him broujte,

with swifo gret procession : aso buy ful wel oujten.

H Aso huy wenden foruj fe toun : with grete Ioye fere,

Men and wimmcn a-jein heom comen : with ful dreorie chere : 92

For drusiane, a ded womraan : toward vrjie huy bero ;

pare was for hiro deol i-novj : and wel sorio alle huy were.

Gret loue fare hadde er i-bco : bi-tweone hire and seint Iohan.

Ase sone aso fat folk him i-saij : fo gladdore alio huy were a-non ; 96

huy gonne on him to crie fasto : " sire," huy seiden, " fin ore 1

pis is drusiane, fi guodo freond : fat was vnder fi lore.

pon wost wel hco hath fe muche i-loucd : nor no may heo nonmore,

here hco is in fis boro ded : heo maker us carie sore. 10O

H Hco ne wilnede non ofur fing : fc jwile heo sik lay,

Bote f;it he1 moste fe i-scon : are hiro ende-day : »— kw

And noufo it is so asc fou sixt : fat, fei fou boo here, heo ne may I

pencil on fe loue fat hco fe louede : sethfe heo fe furst i-say ; 104

And }if fou woldest us swuch grace do : and a^ein to line hire

bringue,

Eucrc we scholdcn herie fe : and fe kingue of alle kyngue." . .

11 scint Iohan bi-gan to sichen sore : ase he in foujhte were ;

he bad hcora ano stounde a-bide : and settcn a-doun fe bore. 108

lie sat a-doun wel softe a-kneo : and criede to ore louerd fere,

pis woman fat him so muche louede : 31 f it were is wille, a-rore.

po he hodde i-scid is orcsun : anon-rijh t in fo place *

pis womman a-ros up hoi and sound : £01-113 ore louerdes grace, 112.

And herede fastc ihera crist : and fene holie man sein Iohan—

pare was prcce of alle fe men : fat fudere mijhtcn gon.

Scint Iolian bad hire go horn a-non : and greyfi som-fing to mete

Athorn in hire owene hous : fat he mijhte with hire ete. * 116

H peos drusiane wente forth : and ja[r]kede mete i-novj,

And made seint Iohan fair semblaunt : and elles it were wouj.—

In fe cite of Efese : saint Iohan bi-lefde longue, [w. not n«mb«»4]

And prechede fat folk to gode tuyrne : and cmtindom a-fongue, 120

And ordeinede preostes : and churchene liet a-rore,

Bischopes he made beste Men : fat folk for-to lere.



406 ST. JOHN, AT THE ENTREATY OF THE CHRISTIANS OF EPHE8US,

WRITES HIS GOSrEL, WHICH IS THE SUBLI.MEST OF THE FOUR,

J)is guode Men fat vnder him weren : bischopes and ofere also,

Fondcdcn bo)ie nijht and day : aftur is wissingue do. 124

huy cr/oden on him with al hore mijhte : alio of one1 cite : » «i. J*

For he waste so muche and vnder-jat : of ore louerdes priuete

pe Jwile he with him on eorfe was : and next him cuere also,

J)at he scholde of is holie lijf : in sum guode bok do, > •«. tbooie im

And of is kuyndo jwat he was : and fat folk don to lore,1

J)at huy mijhtcn fe betere iwito : jwat ore swete louerd wore. 130

IT Seint Iohan bi-sou^te fat folk 3001-110 : for him fat huy beds

In fastingue and in orisones : to don a swuch lioli dede ; 133

And wende into a derne stude : and bad ore louerd faste

Jjat he scholde fene holie gost : into is hcorto caste,

be holie Godspcl of him to make : al-holie churche to lere,

Jware-foruj euerech crtstine man : fe betere bi-lieucd were. 136

he bad al-so fat faro no scholde : foruj oro louerdes grace

wind, ne reyn. no ofur weder : come ncijliim in fat place

To letten him of is holie dede : fe jwyle he fare-a-boute were.

Ore louerd heorde is bono wel : fat no weder no letto him fere, 140

Ne cam no wynd 3oot to fis day : aso fe holie Man it bad,

Ne ofur tempeste in fulke stude : as f0 bok was i-mad,1

Ne* n^lite neuereft come tempeste : ase fe holie man it bad.*

A-non so seint Ion bi-gan : to don fie holie dede, 'j&fwfibS

I-tend he was of fe holie gost : fat ech del fat he wide S*ff5fc"

he sek of ore louerdes breoste : ase he far-to lay » hUbi&u'

pe jwile he made is swete cene : a-schere-foresday ;

pare he sek out fat holie wit : of fe holie godspcllo 148

bat be made sethfe in Efeso : a-mong civ'stine Men to telle.

he was fe feorfe Ewangelist : and herro nas fare non ;

And is godspel he made last : of heora euerechon.

Seint Matheu and seint Mark : and eke seint luc, i-wis, 152

heore god-spelles huy hadden longue i-mand : are he bi-guonne his.

Ake seint Iohan bi-gan his hext : for fare-on he bi-gan

Of ore louerd al jwat he was : are fat he were Man ;

he bi-gan so hei3e is godspel1 : of oro louerdes kuynde, i-wis, IM

bat ranefe ani Man eorfulich : entendetli jwat it is. > us. «oJ»r««

For he soujhto so deope is kuynde : and of him bi-gan so hcije,



st. John's emblem is an eagle, by bis prater a heathen 407

temple falls down with great noise.

In fe fourmo of Ane Em he is de-peint : ase we oftc i-scoth with

eije. l r. »uclh (= moUi) b«l

For fe Em is swiftest1 of alio foules : and hext lie may fleo : 160

For jwane he is in J>e lofte an hcijh : fat lierre ne may non beo,

Juyt he may here in )>e groundo : ane luttle worm i-seo ;J i"{i*J^JJJ,!.

Also he may so hci^a fleo : and fe firmament so neijh, Jbii^i<i«tot».

Jjat almost is wyngcne brcnneth : 3wane he is so heijh. 164

11 Se1 Iolian fat is* fe fourme of Em : is godspelles wel heije bi-gan,

pare inne he tolde al is3 lif : fe jwile he was on eorf man.

his godspcl is swife heij i-holde : ase wel rijht it is, •Stain''8"1

For muche del of holi churche : fer-fon^h i-loked is. *•*••« Immm

Sciut Iohan cudde fis godspcl sone : and prechede it fasto al-so ;

3cot fare wcren lujiero men : fat onde hadden fare-to.— 170

H On atyme manie lufere Men : to-gadere heom hadden i-nome

And to seint Iohan fe ewangelist : in gretn wrathfe come

And hetcn him wcndo forth with hcom : to heore maumates a non

And a-nouri as forth with heom : ofur it scholde an-of ur gon. 174

" Beu frercs," quath fis holie Man : " ichulle segge eou a sothf—

Ich habhc rcufe of cor in mine heorte : fat 30 nutez 3 wat 30 dothf.

Ichulle don eou chois of twciy fingues : and farof chcose 30 : * Jf,;*"*

To gon1 with eou to eower temple : ofur 30 to churche with me ; 178

IT Jwane Je to godes churche comieth : ^if 3e f01113 eower godes lawe

Mouwen make f0 churche to falle : bi-lieue ichulle on heom fuwe ;

And jif ich may bi1 eower temple : bi-fore eower owene sijhte, >a/.»

Bi-leueth on Ih&su crist, ich redo : 3wane 30 i-scothf is n^hte." 182

" We grauntiez wel," fis ofure seiden : " fou schalt furst bi-guynno

To cuyfe fine louerdes mi3lite : fe maistrie forto wynne." 184

To fe false temple huy wenden furst : and fo buy weren fare-nei^h

alle,

Scint Iohan bad heom stonde fer : fat huy ne wcren of-falle.

IT %>o huy weren alle with-drawen a-feor : seint Ioban a-feor stod ;

" I -sco je," he scide, " fis temple alle : fat 30 holdeth so guod t 188

Ich hote hire in mine louerdes name : fat heo falle anon,

bat 30 mowen fe sofe i-seon : bi-fore eou here ech-on."

Ne hadde he bote fat word i-seid : fat heo ne ful up fe doun,

Fram ende to ofur, al fis temple : with swife grtslich soun. 192



408 ST. JOHN, TO CONVERT BISHOP ARISTODIMU8, DRINKS STRONG

rOISON AND REMAINS UNHURT.

IT J)o al fat folk fat fare stod : fis miracle i-sei3h,

buy gonne to oven on I!i'»u mat : and on seint Iohan an heijli ;

Twelf fouscnd Men fare tornedcn : eclione to crtstiudoin,

with-oute children and wimmen : fat turneden also mani on.— 196

IT ARistodimus, Jie Bischop : and Maister of fe lawe,

3ujt ne mijhto noujlit seint Iohan : to ore loucrd is herte draws :

For fo he isaijh fis faire miracle : fat fo temple ful so fere,

3eot nolde he it nought i-leue : fat ani miracle it were ; 200

he nolde i-lieue in none manere : fat ore louerd were of mijhte.

Seint Iohan stod and foujhtc longue : liou he him mijhto bringue

best to rijhto,

11 And seide, " 8oi3G fou me 3 wat i schal do : fat fou bi-fore fe i-sco ;

And bote jif ich it do, ne lief fou noujht : fat mi loucrd al-mijhli

beo." 204

" Par fey," quath fis lufere Man : " nov ichulle herkni fe ;

Do noufe fat ichulle fe seggo : and fou sclialt winne me. 206

Vcnim ich habbe, strong i-norjh : fat ho-so farof nimeth oujt,

Ne come fere with-innu him neucre so luyto : to defe he worthf

i-brOUjt; l Till. v«m Ii Joubled In tho MS. » MS. b: .tforcl *V.J)m «gnwi

'Drink fare-of bi-fore* mine eyene3 : and jif it ne greueth4 fe noujht,

To IliCi'u crist, fat is fi god : ichulle take al mi foujht." [foi. nij

" bou seist wel i-nouj," quath seint Iohan : " bring noufe hidero to mo

Jjat 8trongue venym, and ichulle : hit drinke bi-fore fe." 212

U be false Bischop him bi-foujthe : for-to a-gasten him fe Barrore

fere,

And also to seon f0 sofe : fat his god of pouwer were :

Twcy men fare weren, to def0 i-dempt : for hcore lufcro dede,

pe false bischop dude hem bofe : bi-fore seint Iohan ledo 216

And made heom drinke of fat venym : rijth bi-fore is eyje.

A-non so it oujt with-inne hem cam : bofe huy gonne dcyjo.

U Seint Iohan sethfe fe coppe tok : f0 he isaijh al fis cas,

And dronk fare-of ane grete draujt : and neuere fe worse him nas,

Ake euere fe lengoro fare-aftur-ward : fe more Ioye he made and blis

pat folk stod al in gret wonder : fo huy i-seijen al fis. 222

1 hay stoden and bi-hcoldon sein Iohan longue : fro tidene and

. . more,



bt. John's cloak restores two dead men to life. 409

AltlSTODIMUS ADD OTHERS ARE CONVERTED.

And eucro fe leng fo gladdore : huy seijen him for al his sore : 224

To Ie[s]u crist huy gonne tuyrne : and criden merci a-non ;

So fat huy to cristine-dom : )>aro turnde, wel many on.

U Ako Aristod[i]mus fo Bischop : was euero in luferc foujte,

And ne bi-liefdo noujht in Iesu crist : for al fat he fare \vr0u3te. 228

" Jwat fayllez fo juytl" quath scint Iolian : " me funchez it is with

woujh

])at fou ne leucst ore louerdes mijhte— : ne sixt fou nonjt juyt

i-110 VJ 1 " 1 > ThU t. on the margin.

" Bote fou most juyt," quath fe Bischop : " fe dede to liue a-rere

pat to defe with fis venym : a-poysonod nou rijht were." 232

" Jxm scist noufe ful wcl," quath scint Iolian : " ake fat fou fe sofe

i-sco, « MS. Wm

I-ncllu noi^t mi-sulf ncy hem1 come : ake ope fe it sclial al beo. 234

Nim mine cuyrtel liere to fo : and leije ope hem a-non,1 ijis.ukw

And in fe name of Iesu crtst : hot heom a-rise a[nd]a gon." • ms.»

f po bischop nam scint Iohanes Cuyrtel : bi-fore rijht fe Iustiso,

And leide ope fe dede and het heom fo : in ore louerdes name a-rise.

A-non so he hadde fis word i-scid : fis men a-risen a-non

And jeoden forth hole and sounde : and fonkeden seiut Iolian. 240

II jjo bischop, f0 he fis i-seijh : and fc Iustise al-so,

Criden merci Iesu crtst : of fat huy hadden misdo,

And torneden fare to cristinedom : and ofur folk also i-nonjh,

For fe faire miracle fat huy seyen : and elles it were woujh.— 244

11 pe Miracle fat seint Iohan dude : no toungue telle ne may3 ;

)3;ire-foro folk him siwede fasto : fat is miracle i-sayj.

Tweye Ioliue loucrdingues and wilde : fat joungue and Ioliue1 were,

Siwedon him and duden al-so : ase he gan heom lore : ' at. •irons. 248

H Furst huy solden al heore god : fat heom ne bi-lefdo noujth,

And turnden hem al to Iesu crtst : heore heorte and al heore fought,

And siweden1 sein Iolian swife faste : fat fare-to heom hadde

i-broUjht j • MS. irMnilrm

And ho heom prechede of Iesu crtst : fat deore heom hadde i-boujht.

H J3is tweije jongue men ase huy jeoden : swyfe riche men and heijo

with greto nobleye and pruyde i-nouj : bi fe weye huy seije ; 254

po^ten huy, " swuoh nobleye : we weren i-woned to lode [w. mfc.)



410 ST. JOHN TURNS BOWS AND ARROWS INTO PURE OOLD, AND

STONES INTO OEMS. HE RAI8ES A DEAD MAN TO LIFE.

Id Toliftc and in pruyto i-nouj : and nouf>e we bcoth in wrech-hede,

In Miseyse and in pouerte : and riclie weren bi-fore I l ms. bieon

vs finkez, sorie mouwe we beon1 : fat wo euere weren ibore." 258

Scint Iohan wuste al heoro heorte : Jrei lie ne heorde faro of nought :

" Jo folcs," he seide, " 3wat is eou noufe 1 : j wi chaunge 30 eouwer

foujhtl 260

Bowes and jeordene fechchiez me : and stones also ! "

Jjis jongae Men weren fare-a-boute a-non : fat fe dedo were i-do.

IT Seint Ioban torncde fis jeordenc sono : in-to puyr gold and cler,

And fe stones to gimmes preciouse : fon^h ore louerdes pouwer,

And fis twei wilde Bacliilers : he jaf it euer-cch del ; 265

" Here-with," he seide, " 30 raouwen : habbe wcl manie guode Mel,

And also mucbe lond eou buggo a-jein : and more fane 30 solden

bi-fore ;

For 30 habbuth, bote 30 betere do : fe Ioye of heouene fur-lore."

II J)is 3ongue Men nomon fis tresour : and wcl glade far-of were,

And to nianie goldsmifcs : wel widc-a-boutcn it bere. 270

pia goldsmifes sworen euer-cch-on : fat fis gold i-scijcn,

J>at so clene gold ne so puyr : huy ne seijcu neucrc with ci3on. 272

51 Hou mijto fairore miracle beo : ofur fairoro poor, ia/.|*n ■ •iimm

Jjat1 bowes and 3eordene torncde1 fare : in so puyr gold and clerl—

H Al-so1 scint Iohan fe Ewangelist : ferrore wcndo fere, \%„\'„ mi™'

And fe twcy men forth with him : fat so riche of guide were,3 276

A ded man toward burijngue : Men broujhten ope one bere.

pa Moder criedo opon scin Iohan : fat he him scholde arere,

" Louerd," heo seide, " ich bidde f0 : fat fou habbe roufe of me

And of mi sone fat is ded : ibrou3t hero a-50111 fe ; 280

haue reufe of him, ich bidde fe : for Icsues woundes fiuc,

Ase fou haddest of Drusiane : fo fou a-rerdest hire to liuo 1 "

51 po gan seint Iohan to weope sore : and bad a-stunte fe bere,

And bad ore louerd for is grace : fat dede bodi a-rcre. 281

pia 3ongue man a-non with fis word : to line a-ros fere.

po was Ioye and blisse i-nou3h : a-mong alle fat fare were 1

5T " Ich hcte fe noufe," quath seint Iohan : " fat ded hast i-bco yxK,

Jjat fou telle f is men sum-fing : of fat fou 60150 elles^ware, 288

And nameliche here to fis twoi men : fat noufe booth for lore,



it ST. john's bidding the restored man reproaches two 411

DESERTING CHRISTIANS; AND THBT REPENT.

bat booth itornede to J>e deuele a^ein : to jwam huy seruedcn

bi-fore."

H bis jongue Man fat was to liue a-renl : bi-heold feos ofure tweire;

" Alias," he seide, " fe wrechhede : fat ich i-sco1 bi eou bcije I 293

)julke time fat 30 for-soken : fis holie Mannes lore, » *i. i»d

Aungles fat eou wusten er : weopen for eou ful sore,

And juyt huy doth ase ich nou rijbt i-sei^h : and f0 deuelene in

heore ende

*1 Mauden for eou Ioye i-noi^li : to 3 warn je gonne wiende. 296

Alias, wrechches, fe inuchele pine : fat to eou is al-jare,

pat in hello ich saijk to eouwer bi-hofff0 : to 3wan 30 schullen fare I "

J)o fis twei Men i-heorJen fis : huy bi-gonne to crie a-non,

Deol and seoruwe huy mauden i-no^h : and gradden opon seint

Iohan. 300

"Alias, 30 foles1," quath seint Iohan : "30 nuteth 3ware 30 wollez

bco. > jt r. oTeriiDtd. [M. in]

3if god wolle habbe merci of eou : 30 mouwen sone i-sco.

To cch sunful man he is redi : fat to him wole i-wiende ;

bare-fore criez jeorne on him : for-to he eou milce siende : 304

And fe sofe 30 mouwen sone under^ite : 3wane he hath eou milce

i-sent,

3 wane fis gold and feos 3immes : to heore kuynde beoth a-jen i-

went"

H Huy crieden 3corno on ore louerd fo : and in penaunoe huy were,

In fastingue and in oresones : fritti dawes fere, 308

bo tur[n]de fat gold bi-fore heore ei3ene : into bowes of treo,

And fe 3ymmes into harde stones : ase huy hadden er i-beo.

II )3o fis 3ongue men fis i-scijen : glade huy weren i-nou3h 1

buJere a^ein ase huy fetten hcom er : huy beren euor-ech boi^li, 312

And for-soken al f0 worliles pruyte : and duden ase fe wise,

And endeden heore lif atfe laste : in ore louerdes seruise.—

V In a time ase fis holie man : wende in fe contreye, pa*1*-

A 3ong partrich he bar on his hond : and fare-with he gan pleye. 316

A wylde louerdyng fare cam gon : a^ein him bi fe weye,

I-wepned swife baldeliche : he nadde of no man Ey3&

A-bysemare he bi-heold seint Iohan : fo he him sai3h bere on houde



412 8T. JOHN JUSTIFIES HIS PLAYINO WITH A PARTRIDGE, AS THE

HIND, LIKE A BOW, MUST NEEDS UNBEND.

bis 3ongue foul and fare-with pleye— : fare-to he hadde onde. 320

" Loke," he seide, " fis olde conloun : in his olde Hue,

Jjat men holdez swuch propheto : alio ojmr men to scliriue I 322

wel bi-trufleth he fat folk. : here men inijliten i-seo

liou he pleijez with fis jongue brid : he no mi$htc noujt wys beo."

IT " Leoue brofur," quath seint Iohan : " ich bidde tel fou mo

Jwat is fat fou bercst on honde : And jware-ofte it scraez fc."

" Ane bouwe ich bere," quath fis ofur : " and Arewen also fer-to,

To scheotcn wilde bestes with : and wildo foulcs also." 328

% " Liend fine bouwe," quath scint loan : " to loke jwat he can do ! "

Jjis jongue Man nam and bende is bouwe : and bar it longue so.

)jare-aftur sone he nam is bouwe : and unbende it ase he coufe.

"3wy dost fou sot" quath sein Iohan : "jwat schal he vnbend

noufe!" 332

" For he wole," quath fis ofur : " fe smarlore dryue eft-sone

And fe betere dunt }yue to euerech fing : fat ich habbe with to

done ; ><i woui*

IT For, jif ich hire bere longue i-bend : fe feblore heo wolle1 beo

And euerech draught fe worse driuo— : fat may ech man1 i-witc and

BeO." ■MS. mannuj 33G

" Leoue brofur," quath seint Iohan : " al-so it farcz, i-wis,

Li mannes heorte here on eorfo : fat feble and lcofi is. 338

Jif he is toward Iesu1 enst : i-bend faste eucre-mo, > ms. imu

Febli he schal and beo a-sad* : and is strencfe also3 a-go ; J SI'S"'1

And jif he is ofur-jwile onbend : and itorncd to solaz,

he wole bieon cft-sonc, jwane he ia i-bend : stiforo fane he er was,

And in godes seruise fe bet driuo & duyre : and fare-to beon stif and

strong.

bare-fore mot ech holi man : solaci him a-mong 344

And tuyrne is herto to some truyflo : 3wane he may ani i-se,

Jjat he mouwe to godes seruise : fe stifore and fe strengore be.1

J>e Era ia foul of alle foulcs : fat heyjest may fleo,2 > ti.ii t. on the nurgin.

And juyt he mot nede, to resten him : ajein to grounde too ; [» w. m t>.]

hou mijhte he euere fleon on heijh : bote he reste him atfo grounde 1

Nammore ne may mannes bodi : bote he reste him sum stounde. 350

bare-fore, bel amy, fou mi)ht : herebi fat sofe1 ise, l **•*"$£f"****



ST. JOHN BIDS A BISHOP TAKE CHARGE OF A YOUNG MAX. 413

THE BISHOP, AFTER A TIME, LETS THE TOUNO MAN BIN.

pat for solaz man may pe betero : in godcs seruise be."— 353

U Scint Iohan wende a-boute wide : and churche he liet a-rere,

And maude prcostes and bischopes : fat folk for-to lere.

Ake Aiistoil[i]mus pe bischop : pat he tornede er to cn'stindom,

In pc Cite of Epheso : swipe holi man Li-cam, 356

And ano churche of scint Iohan : in Epheso he arerde bliuo-^-

And scint Iohan scthpe in Jmlke churche : wende out of pis Hue.—

H A day ase pis holie man : his seruise hadde i-do,

A joung man he say pare-bi-sido : staleworpe and fair al-so ; 360

Ake a lijht red he was, and of punne wit. : scint Iohan bi-heold him

faste,

And opon a bischop pare-bi-side : his oijene a-non he caste :

*' Ich bi-take pe," ho soide, " in warde to wite : pis man here lo,

pat pou him loke and norichi wel : pat ho noujt ne mis-do ; 364

So pat pou me ansuerie of is warde : 3 wane pou me comest eft to;

witnesse ich take on iheau crist : and on holie churche al-so." 366

f " Sire, wel fawe,'' pe bischop seide : pis jongueman he tok wel

softe.

Seint Iohan him chargede of is warde : and muncguede him wel ofte

pat ho him wusto swipe wel : aso he answerie wolde;

And bi-tcijhte heom hope Ihrau crist : and wende jwodere he

scholde.

pis bischop nam pis Ioliue man : and ladde horn to is inne,

And norichcede him softe and wel : seint Iones loue to winne, 373

And prechede him jeorne of I hrau enst : to bi-nimen him his folie ;

So pat pis joungue man to guode turnde : and mcrci gan to crie,

And faire bar him and loucde wel : god and seinte marie, > •*. fc»ni

And dude al pat pe bischop wolde : and guod 1 lif gan drije. 376

f Atpe laste pis bischop : sumdel is heorte gan wiende—

Ase ofte verlich bi-guynninge : flochchez atpen ende ;

ho soffredo pis jonge man to pleye : ant to muche habbe is wille,

And luyte and luyte don folie : and liet him al a-spille. 380

Formest he gan haunti wakes : and for compaygnie

he wax a syutor of tauerncs : and siwede to glotonic ;

)3o ne mijhte he nought boon with-oute : and turnde to lecherie

And bi-cam an holer strong : and tornede al-to folie. 384



41-4 ST. JOHN ASKS AFTER TBS YOUNG HAN, AND FINDING THAT HE

HAS TURNED OUTLAW, HIDES OUT TO FIND HIM.

U So longue, to holdcn up his folie : smale pinguca he nam,

Aftur pe smale he tok pe grcto : and strong pof he bi-cam ;

80 fat he hadde gret do-deyn : smale J>efpes to do,

For bote it were po grettore ping : he ne tornede noujlit }>or-to. 388

Atpe laste to pe1 compaygnie of Outlawes : sone he gan gon ; > •«.•

Vnder non opur he noldo beon : ake hext maister a-non ; 390

Opure pat erore maistres werca : bi-comen is men ech-on.

he robbede ouer-al to grounde : and slowjh1 al-so mani on, [m. iw]

More soruwe ne niijhte boo : pane he dude in eche ende. ' ori«. iiowen

For offte]1 vuel chastingue : to folie wolie2 wiende. >iis.rf • ai.wni*

IT So pat seint Iolian in a time : to pat Bischop cam, 395

Afiur jwam ho bi-tok liim er in warde : guode jemo a-boute he nam.

" Sire bischop," he seido, " jeld me up : pat guode tresor, ich rede,

J)at in warde ich pe bi-tok : and a-countes of is dede ! "

H J30 was pe bischop sore a-drad : " sire, merci," he seide,

" I-ne may him pe jelde nought : for he is ded, ich dred[e]." 400

" Alas," quath sein Iohan, " jwepur he beo 1 : in jwat manere is pis 1 "

" Certes, sire," pe bischop scide, " a-jcin god ded ho is,

his soule is ded, pci is bodi : juyt a-liuo beo;

For he is outlawe strong bicome : ase al pe contreye may seo. 404

Opon an lieijh hul lie wonez : with outlawes mani on,

And lat a-quello and robi also : alle pat he may of-gon.'*

f J>o bi-gan pis lioli man : to siko and weope sore,

For deol is clopus he to-drouj : " louerd," he seide, " pin ore, 408

Ane febln trcsorer ich me dies : and porujh is feble lore

Mi deorewuyrpe tresur ich habbe [i-lorc] ! : ine truste to him non-

more.

Alas, sire bischop, pi feble warde ! : ine ponki pe nought pare-fore.

3wane it non opur uis, ich mot seche : pat pou me hast More. 412

IT Lat greypi me an hors a-non : and ane man in ane stounde,

Jjat he1 me mouwe pane wey teche : forto ich him habbe i-founde."

pla holie man, pat feble was : and ouer-come rieijh with elde, > <■'•<>-

Opon a strong hors he Arnde forth : oner mor and ouer felde. 416

So pat, pare pe outlawes weren : he cam atpe laste ;

And some of pe schrewes weren aljare : and nomen him wel faste,

To robbi him and to ale : and heten him holde him stille.



ST. JOHN PURSUES THE OUTLAW, AND BRINGS mil BACK 415

TO VIRTUE. CHRIST SUMMONS ST. JOHN TO HEAVEN.

" Ov, beau freres," quath seint loan : " ich mot node don ouwor

wille ; 420

51 Ake ich bidde eou for eouwer cortesie : eouwer mayster latez [mo] sco,

And latcz him-sulf with me do : jwat is willo beo."

Wei i-Armed )io maistor cam : prikie and ride faste ;

And a-no[n] so ho on J?ia liolie man : his eijono a-fcor caste, 424

And wuste wel }>at he it was : him gan to schamio, so soro

)).it. ho bi-gan to fleo a-non : and no kepte i-seo him non-more.

5T A-non so sein loan fis i-seijh : he Arnde aftur a-non

And siwede him al-so stiflicho1 : aso his bora mijhte gon ; * J^^'i0'""

ho Arnde ase foi he a jung man were. : " mi sone," he seido, " fi ore,

}\ry lleustfou me 1 nam ich fi fader 1 : ne dred Jjo noujt so sore ! 430

S[>ck here with }>i feble fader : vn-Armcd and in elde I

Abid mo noufe, and ichulle for fe : ore louerd resun jelde. 432

Ich am jare feno dcth a-fongue : for fine strongue pine.1

Spek with me, bote fou more wolle : ich hoto a-godes name ! "

J)e ofur a-stunte and vnnefe8 a-bod : he ne n^hto no[n] ofurJ for

SchamO J ' A v. om. : At our louerd dude for ui : & ml toule jlu tor J»in«.

51 He a-li3hte and vn-armede him : and wcopindo ful sore J Jj JS^u

he ful to seint Iones fet : and cride him milce and ore, *•■'}«•

And bi-h'et him stiflicho a-godes name : )>at he nold [misdo] namore,1

Ake louien god and holi churche : and libbe al bi is lore, ['uitib.)

So y.\t he was euereft more : guod man and stable i-nouj, 440

And bi seint Iones rede ladde is lif : and to alio guodnesse he

thou;.—

II Seint [Iohan] lcouede hero so longue : and so mani his dawes were,

bat he ne mijhte nought ouer fo eorfso go : bote ase is desciples him

bore ; i *i. mid

huy beren him, for feblesse and for elde : to churche with1 alle teono,

And euere-more he prechede hem : fat loue heom were bi-tweone.

po ho was of an hondred jcr : bote o 3or wane vnnefe, 446

And seuene and aixti jer it was : aftur ore louerdes defe,

H Ore louerd with is desciples cam to him : fram heouene up an

heijh, 448

" Cum forth," he seide, " mi frend, to me : f i time is coinen neijh ;

hit is neijh time fat fou come : to mine riche feste



41G ST. JOHN ORDERS A FOUR-CORNERED PIT TO BE DUO CLOSE TO

THE ALTAR IN BIS CHURCH; AND IN IT HE DIES.

■with fine brefren in mine riche : for it1 schal euere i-leste.

For )>ou schalt nonfo a-sonenday : fat fenc fifte day heonne is, 452

Jje day of mine oprisinguo : to me comen, i-wis." l a/. M (for <m.)

11 pis holie man hiet liis desciples : fat liuy him to churche bore—

pat of him and in his name : Aristod[i]musl Hut a-rere. > ms. Arbtodiimi

Jjat folk cam gone ficke fudere : with deol and sor i-noujh, 45G

For hit was couth swife sone : fat he toward is endo droujh.

11 pcna soncn-nyjht wel tymo : his seruise he gan to do,

And sctlife he gan fat folk to wiese : and to prechi al-so ;

Atfe furete cocke fat creuj : he gan to prechic faste, 4G0

And for-to heijh vndcrno of fe daye : his prechingue i-laste.

J}o hiet he is desciples fat huy ane put : four-huyrned him mode,

Fastc bi-side fo heije weuede : with schouclcne and with spade,

And fat huy casten out at fc churche-dore : fo corfc, jeorne he bad.

With wcop and with soruwe i-noujh : fe put was fare i-mad.

11 po fe put was al-jare i-maud : In alio heore eyjenc sijhto 4G6

J}is liolie man wcl softeliche : fudere in gan a-li^hto ;

bis hondene he iuild up on heijh : " ewete louerd," he seide, 468

" Ich am comindo to fine festo : ase fou me croro bedo.

If Louerd, muche ich fonki fe : fat it f i wille is

To fine gistningue cleopie [me] : for muche ich it wilui, i-wis.

j)inc soncs ich bi-take [fe] to loke : jwano i-no may no lengore heom

wite, 472

)3at holiu churche, fine clene spouse : foruj mo fe hath bi-jito.

Vndcr-fong me with mine brefren : fat fou broujhtest with fe

Jjo fou roe bede to fine holie feste : and como aftur me."

II J30 cam fare a-boute fis holie man : so muche lijht a-lijllio, 47G

pat no man ne mijhte for cler leomo : habbe of him no sijhte.

Jjis holie man him blessede : and wel softe a-doun he lay ;

" Mine brefren," he seide, " i-blessede je beon : and habbes noufa

guod day 1 "

% bis guode man wende out of fis world : al-clene with-oute cch pine,

Ase he was clene in mayden-hod— : he cam to a swete fine.

J)at clere lijht fat a-boute him was : laste almest ane tyde ; 482

bat folk ne seijen noujt of him— : faste huy weopen and cride. [*•• i:«J

po fis lijth a-passed was : huy [lokede] in fe put to grounde : 484



st. jobn's body turns into_ manna, as a poor man, he gets 417

a ring from st. howard, and sends it back to 11im.

bare-inne of Jus holio Man : no-fing huy no seijen no founde ;

pare nas inne noujht bote sinalc groynes : fat heo uiijhtan vndcr-jite—

bat is holi fing and is i-cleoped : Manna in holi write, • at. mi*, wiuw

b.it oro louord wole1 in fourmo of reyn : frara heoucne to vr)>e sendo

bo children of Iarahcl to heoro meto : fo huy of l Egypt© wendon.

IF bis Manna, fat holie greyu : juyt to fis day dcz springuo • ms. t»

Op of J>at put, fat manic men : bringuez to botningue.

Non ofur fing of scint Iohan : mon no raijhtan on eorfc finde ; 492

Al-clene, ich wene, in heouene he is : faro nis no lcomu bi-hindo.

Of cuerech haluwc men fonnden for-sofe : bat bodi bi-lcuo here,

Bote of ore lauedy and of him : fat raaydenes wcren so clere.

Fayr a fing is Maiden-hod : ase it is on hcom i-senc ! 496

In bis Mancro scint Iohan wende : of bis corthfelich lif, ich wene.—

11 Seint Edward fat was noufo lata : In enguelonde oro king,

bio holie seint Iohan fe Ewangelist : ho loucde bov\i)\\ alle fing ;

Men no scholdo him no-fing bidde : for fe loue of seint Iohan 500

bat he mijhta do with-outa blamo : fat he ne grauntede a-non.

A day fare cam a pouero man : with ful dreori mod

And bad him for seint Iohanes loue : fat ho jeue him sum guod.

U Scint Edward him bi-foujhta : fo, he no hadde fare no-fing 504

For-to jyue fis pouero Man : bote ane guyldene ring.

bnno ryng he loucdo wel i-uou) : and for fo louo of seint Iohan

3uy[t] he hine )af fe pouero inanne. : and hn wende him forth a-non.

'' J)aro-aftur sethf3 seint Iohan cam : to a knyjht of Enguelonde, 508

Ase he was bi^conde so : Aunties for-to fonde ;

" Wicnd," he seido, " jwanc foil horn coinest : to Edward, cower king,

Aud seije fat he for jwaa lone : ho jaf feosne ryng

Sendo him hero his ryng a-jeyn : and fonki him also." 612

bo fis knyjht cam to enguelonde : his orinde he gan da

H Seint Edward i-kneujh wel fane ring : and faro-bi onder-etod anon

bat fe pouero man fat he him jaf : was fe gnode seint Iohan.*

Noufe scint Iohan fe Ewangoliat : jyf it fi wille is, 516

Beode ore Erinde, fat we moten : come to heouene blia. AMEN.

* llwl. adds : palVt ring U snt lit wc*tmri>»tr« : for rellk Ido,

Ai m» tchrmtp ftUtrlmt : fxit oiu ooiut)> )xrvo.

LEGENDS OF SAINTS. I ■



418 ALT. SAINTS' DAT. FIVE REASONS WHY IT IS KEPT. POPE BONIFACE

HAS TUB CHURCH OF "MARIE LA ROUNDS " BUILT AT BOMS.

61 [Alle halewene day]

A lie halewene-day we holdez : one time in fe jere ;

A. \_ For manio enchesones holie churche : fare-to us gan lero.

On is, for fe greto nouinbre : fat of alle halcwo is,

Jjat euercch no mai noujt at is feste : ane day habbe, i-wis. 4

An ojmr is, fat we booth feble : fat we ne mouwen noujht alle

j)o festeno bi hcom-sulf bulde : ase buy in fe jere doth falle.

pe fridJc anclie on1 is, for fe jer is schort : ase ech ne may noujth

allone > •/. otn.

Jje1 feste habbe in fe jcre : faro buy habbez i-mone. > «/. Aw 8

)3e feorfe enchesun is, i-wis : for guod r.'^it it is with-alle

]5at we of hcom maken feste : 3 wane fe time dotb falle, P umb.]

For gret feste huy inakiez in heouene : and in grcte Ioye booth1

Jwan huy any a-mendemeut : of us on vrfe i-seoth ; 12

For fe guod-spel seith of swicb gret loye : fat a-mong heom in

heouene is

3wane ani of us a-mendi wole : of fat we dotb a-mis.1 > ».ihi«/.™i.

H fe fifte enchesun is, for fare was : a forbuysne far-of bi-gonue t

Longue are fe strencfe of cWstinedom : on vrfe were i-wonne: 16

For fe beyje maystrcs of sarcsins : fat on vrfe wercn fo her1

Maden ech niauraat bi heom-sulf : at ronic on Alitor ; > us. i»™

Ac natheles of eche ne mijlite he no\i)t : for here godes so falo were,

And huy nolden 110113th fat ani god were : with-oute honour fere : 20

)>are-foro huy maden on Auter : commuyn to ecli-onc,

For-to honouri alle lieorc godes fare : ase it wcro al i-mone.

And scthfo fo crtstinedom cam : and swyfe wide spradde,

At rome and eke elles-jware : clauliche fe maystrio haddo, 24

f Bonefas, fe guode pope : to fe false Auteres cam

And of fe Autere of alle godes : grcte jonio he nam :

In forebuysne far-of : ane churche he liet a-rere

Of ore lauedi and of alle haluwene : in fulke place fere— 28

Ake aiz hundret jer and fiue : ore louerd [fer-Jbi-fore

of marie, is suete moder : on vrfe was i-bore.

H J>e churche fat of ore lauedi was : and of alle halewene fo bi-foundc,

Stent jeot at rome, and is i-cleped : " Marie la rounde." 32



ALL 8AINTS* DAT IS ALTERED, Br POPE GREGORY, TO NOT. 1. 419

TUB WARDEN OP ST. PETER HA8 A VISION OP CHRIST IN BEATEN.

J30 pope al-so Bonefaz : ane day in fo joro

In fie honour of alio halewene : he liet lialowi fere,

And liiet al-so forujh al cristinedora : lialewi fiilke day ;

Ake fiulke tymo he was i-holde : fe endlefto dai of may. 36

Ake fe popo Gregori : fat fare-aftur longue cam,

I-sayj fiat fio day to lialowi was : ope al cr/stindoin

And fiat rijht was fiat cch man : fie hextc and leste,

In fie honour of alle haluwene : made faue day feste ; 40

And in1 a skara tyinc of fie jere : ase we wyten, it was in May > atom.

So gret feste forto holde : ase ful to fiad1 day : • r.p«»

pare-fore he liet fane day tuyrne : ase we him holdcz juyte,

In fio furs to dai of nouemhre : 3 wane cch guod nis nouhjt so luyte;

II " Mo finchez, juyt," quath fie guodc man : " fe feste fehle were

bote Men hadden jware-with : fie wonibe Ioyo a-rere."— 46

f po furste jer farc-aftur-ward : fiat men fiano day pus noma,

Of a fair cas ich may telle : fiat bi-feol in fie churche of rome. ,

))e wardein of seint peleres church : fiat juyt in rome is,

)3e feste honourodo swyfie muche : of alle halewene, i-wis : 50

on alle halewene-day in churche : to ech autcr he gan gon

And honourede ech aftur ofur : he ne liet noujht on.

To fio heijo auter of seint petro : ate las to he wende,

And Jiare he lay a-doun an slop : ase god him grace sonde. 54

liiui foujto, fiare cam an Aungel : and ladde him to heouone on heijli.

In a chaycre with gret Ioyo : ore louerd, him foujhte, he seijh [M.i»]

with grete heijlmesse sitte : and Aungles him al-a-boute.

IT bo cam fiare a fair leuedi : with Maydencs a gret route—

J3.it was oro lauedi with virgincs— : and ore louerd fairo heo grette ;

Ore louerd a-joiu hire a-ros : and bi him fayre hire sotte. 60

po cam fiare a Man in o sclaueyn : ase hit of a Camay lo were,

And olde hore Men aftur him : and honoureden god fere-

bat was seint Iohan fe baptist : and fie profetes olde

And also fie patriarkes : fiat of ore louerd jwylene tolde. 64

U bo comen faro twelue in one route : ase bischopes it woren ech-one,

pe furste ase he pope were1 : bi-fore he joode al one—

pat was seint petre : and his felawes endleuene ; > ms. i.uy pope* w.™»

Alle buy honourede ore louerd : fare he sat in heouene. 68

III



420 ALL saints' day. a vision op the saints in heaven.

ALL SOUL8' DAT. A VISION OP PURGATORY.

H j3o comen fare asc hit knyjhtes weren : redie for-to fijbte,

Al-blcdie, for-to defeudi ore louerd : and holie churche rijbto—

)3at weren Marty[r]s fat for god : and holie churche al-so

Jeucn heore lif ase godes knyjhtes : and to defc weren ido. 72

11 j5o cam fare a gret compaygnie : preostes ase fei it were—

Jjat wcren fe confessoura : fat haddcn holie churche to lcrc,

Ase biscliopes and Abbodes : and ofur guode men al-so.

Ore louerd huy honoureden alio : ase heore righto was to do ; 7G

Of feste fat Men on vrfe maden : huy fonkedon him and bade

For alle fat a-rijht heore day hcoldcn : and feste of heom made.

H"fio_gonne1 buy singue heore Matines : swyf[c] murie with-alle,

For alle fat honouriez heoro day here : ase ho0 iu fe jere doth falle.—

vel oujhtc we fauo day honourcn : 3 wane huy fat ilke day > ms. gnum

Swuch Ioyo for us in heouene maden : ase fe guode Man i-say. 82

JSou bidde alle halcwene : fat we heore feste holdcn so

J)at huy us bringuen to fe heyje Ioye : fare huy buth inne i-do.

62 [Alle soulene day]

Alle soulene-day on vrfe : rijht is to holde heijo :

For alle we schullen habben neode far-to : for alle we schullen

deije.

A fair si)ht fare-of al-so : fe Aungol fo gan bringue

jjene Manne of Uomc ase he ladde him : ase he lay in metingue. 4

him foujtc, he saijh manie men : liggen in beddes of golde,

And manie sitte at hcyjo borde : and habbe al fat huy wolde ;

And inanie goa> nakede : and bidde fat sum man heom scholdo bi-

weue,

And manie of-hongrede, and beden also : fat men sum guod heom

eue. 8

U ))o Aungel him seide jwat it was : al fat he sai^h fere,

And fat it was purgatorie : and fe Men soulene were ;

Jjulke fat weren at so noblo bord : and in fe riche beddes also,

put weren men for 3warn fare was : muche guod on vrfe ido, 12

))at bi-lefdeu freond bi-hynde heom : fat Massene leten singue

And duden guod for godes loue : heore soulene out of pine to bringue.

Jjulke fat weren a-cale and of-hongrod : fat no guod ne mijhten finde,



ALL SOULS' DAT. A VISION OF PUKGATORY. IT WAS FOUNDED 421

TO RELIEVE HEN FROM SMALL VENIAL SINS.

J)at weren fulko fat naJden on vrfe : nono froond liera bi-hinde 16

Ne for hem late1 masses singue : no almes-dede for hem do ; CM. ns b.]

jjaro-foro ase helplese men : in Misayso huy jeoden so. '«i.ToW»htinm

"Loke," quath fo Aungol, "fat J»u telle : fe pope her-of gone,

J)at men holden alle soulene-day : for it is wel to done ; SO

And also wide ase holio churche : fat he make is heste,

Jjeno a-morewo aftur alle haleweno-day : to holde fulko feste,

jjat ech Man with guode wille : ase for forth ase he may

For alio j>e soulene in purgatorie : bidde fat ilke day ; 24

So fat fe poucre fat nath no froond : fat for him bi name oujht do,

Jjufrii}]1 biddingue of ech cmtine Man : i-holpo huy mowcn boo so."

H pe guode Man a-ros up a-non : fo ho i-saij al f is, ■ us. tx>

And fonkede god of fe sijhte— : and so he wcl aujhte, i-wis. 28

J)e popo he tolde fat fo was : al fat ho saigh fero ; ' ■*. faun

So fat men holdeth fulke feste1 : herre fane hoo er were.— 30

Ore louerd bi-fond furst purgatorie : Men fuder in to wonde > ns.br

J)at hor1 penaunce here on vrfe : no broujhton nou3t5 to e:ide, "MS-noa

And fat Men for simple sunnes : of jwan i-schriuo hy nere1 • ms.w«»

In fulke torment huy bi-lefdcn : for-lo hy i-bette were ;

And Men al-so fat woren i-schriue : and licoro sell rift a-fengue also

Of a fol preost, and nought i-110113 : to fe sunne fat was i-Jo, 36

j)ulke scliullen so to purgatorie : for-to huy habben to ende i-broujht

penaunce a-cordinde to heore sunne : and aftur fo proostes noujlit.1

Jif heo is more fane fo sunne : and a mau it do, i-wis, ' •(. i »»• mon.

Al it schal in heoueuo tuyrno : to cuhinguo of his blis ; 40

3if hoo is ouene to his sunne : fo sunne heo wole o-quonche,

Akc uoujlit jif hoo to luytel is. : faro-fore ech man him bi-fonche

And to a fol preost ne tristo noujlit : fat to luyte penaunce him sot;

For sofo, hero ofur clles-jware : ech sunne worth i-bet. 44

J wat, hou is hit fanne of Ianekin : and of robinet fe wilde,

Of annot and of Malekin : fat wollez hubbe fene preost so milde,

And huy seggez, " filke preost is to hard : god schildo us fram is

loihf ;

go wo to sire Gilbert fe preost : he nis neuere wrothf, 48

H he wollez schriue us nessche 1-110113 • an<^ oro sunnes al for-jyue."

bi god, jwane huy habbez al ido : horn liuy gothf vn-schriuo ;



422 ALL SOULS DAT. HOW SOULS CAN BE HELPED IN PUROATOBT.

PUBOATORT IS IN FIVE DIFFERENT PLACE8.

For heore penaunce schal boo so luyte : fat sire Gilbert and buy also

Schullen gon a-deuelewey : bote god ninie jenio licom to.— 52

In purgatorie nis no contort : bote of one fingue :

of fe hope of Ioye aftur-ward : Jiat ore loucrd heom wole bringue.—

Jwane Men in heore dcth-beddes beoth : and heore penaunce heom is

i-set,

And buy ne mouwen nought on eorfo beo : for-to heo boo ful bet, 56

So repentaunt huy mouwen beo : J»at ore louerd it wole for-jyue

With-outen any purgatorie : jwan huy beoth wel i-schriue.

Ake jif his penaunce him is i-jyue : j wano he mot heonne wende,

Of fat he is i-schriue : and he no may it bringue to eude, 60

On of his nexte freond mi;lite : for him it swife wel do.

Ake four fingus he moste habbe : fat scholdo take on so : [w. ne]

Furst fare moste gret louo beo : bi-twene jwam so it were—

For with-oute louc and deol of hcorte : swuch fing noujht1 nere ; 64

Ake jif huy weren al-so of one blode : fe betere it were, i-wis—

Ake studefast heorte of guod louo : fe maistric far-of is. l «i »o)t wort>

11 Jjat ofur fing is fat he sclial : forujh defe hoonne wiende

And fat he ne may habbe no space horo : his penaunce bringue to

endc. 68

J)e frid do fihg is fat hit boo : forujh fe preostes rede,

For no man ne may fare-with-oute : wel endi swuch dede.

J)e feorfe fing is fat men him take : penaunce more fare-to

Jjane him fat fe sunne dude : jif he mijhte penaunce do ; 72

For ho-so wole for oferes eunne : swuch penaunco here lede,

More penaunce man mot heom sctte : fane him fat dude fe dedo.

U Jjare-fore jwane anie of ouwer freond : hath i-broujht is lif to fine,

I-seoth here hou je mouwen bringue him : out of his pine ; 76

to biete is sunne in fU manere : sikerliche je mouwen eou beode.

For godus loue fencliez faron : 3 wane ouwer freond habbez neode 1—

In jwuch etude is noufe purgatorie : mauio wolden fayn i-wite.

hit [nis]1 noujht aa stude to alio men : ake in fif studes, it is i-write :

U On is in fo firmament : fare gret brenningue is 'm • ai. in n

Of fuyr fat hath fare is stude : and of fe sonne, i-wis. 82

pat ofur is in fe £yr a-bouen us here : fare lufere gostes fleoth

J)at tormentiez heom nyjht and day : and neuere in teste ne beoth.
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PLACES. AN EXAMPLE OF EARTHLY PUROATORT.

]>c J>i idde is an vrfe a-mong us here. : J»e fcorfe in watere is.

po fifto is onder vr)>e deope : bi-sido lielle, i-wis — 86

H Seint patrik on vrfe jwilene : ane stude far-of founde,

Ase god wolde, bi-side fe hul : of seint brendan in his londe.1 88

For four fingus purgatorie : in Jieos fif studen is : » ■iirio««

For sum Man scholde lasse torment : fane o)»ur habbe, i-wis ;

And fat men mijhten foroujh god dede : fe sonore to Ioye heom

bringue ;

And fat men wcren forujh hem i-war : bi a vision ofur nictingue ; 92

And for men1 fat delitiez muche in sunne : in one place, ' r.wtm

bare he schal fe sunne biete : for-to ore louerd him jiue grace.—

U One tale and one faire en-saunplo : faro-of we findez i-write,

bat1 ore louerd schewcz us swuch fing : for we scholden fe sofe i-wite.

A preost was jwilene in one stuJe : fat dude him bafie i-lome • •*. *»

In one stude priueliuhe : fare none men ne come. 98

So fat fare cam ofte a man : ase hit were bi cos,

And seruede him and wuchs him wol— : ake he nuste $wat he was.

A day he made halibred : and fe manne hit bi-tok

Ase for is mede for is swuuch. : ake he it anon for-sok ; 102

H " Sire," he scido, " ine niay hit nought : for it i-hulewed is,

And for i-nam noujlit holi juyt : i-no may it naujt, i-wis." 104

" A-godes name," quath fe preost : " ich hoto and halsnie fe

bat fou me segge jwat fou art : fat fus ofte comest to me."

" Ich was jwylene of fis stude : louerd," fis ofur seide, [W- iw bj

" In fis place ich delitede muche : to don a mis-dede, 108

And al mi dclift1 of fulke sunne : so was in fis place ; > ai.&tut

I-ne bette noujht fe sunne a-liue : for ich nadde no^ht fe grace,

And aftur mi deth fere-fore : mi purgatorie here is,

to biete mi sunne in fulke placo : fare ase ich dude amis. 112

And 311* fou woldest1 for me massene singue : ich mijhte habbe milce

and Ore ; • a/. Ac woMwtoa

And fou mijht i-wyte fat ich am sauf : jwane fou do finst me

nonmore."

be preost song for him Massene fiue : and ofur guodnesse dude also.

Sone he miste fat selie gost : juyt are fe scnenyjht wercn i-do : 116

For he wende to fe Ioye of heouone : fat ho deore a-boujhto.
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bus M.ini Man hath his purgatorio : paro he is sunnc wroujhte.

So may parauentur dame Aldith : Ji.-xt nath non opur blis

bote athom in hire halle clene : pcro ase hire Moker is, 120

bat, pei heo biddo hire bedeu at churche : liiro fought is alhom more;

parauenture heo schal it bete pare : and a-bugge hire loue ful sore !—

Men habbuz here heore purgatorie : manie for swucho }>ingue,

And manie to warni some men : to hclpe heom parof to bringue. 124

Mani man his purgatorie : in wature hath also :

barof ichulle one cnsnumple scgge : of fat jwileue was ido.—

II Seint Tcbaud pe bischop haddo : in his tot ane hotc goute,

bat poudagre icleopeod is— : ho haddo )>ere-offo gret doute. 128

Ase bis fischares wenden a-fischez : in licruest al-a-boutc,

In heor net huy nomcn ane clompe of .Is1. : huy weren pare-with wel

proute: iM8.j§» 130

For pat ys pat was so cold : i-loid to hcore loucrdcs fote

hit1 wolde aswagi pc bote gnute : and bringue him sum bote. »Ms.j>»t

J)is bischop tebaut was wel glad. : pat ys huy leiden oft

to is fot, and eche tinio : it made him lipe and softe. 134

bat ys was euero hoi and sound : it no malt for none hete.

Seint tebaut poujlito pare-of wonder : for no-ping he nolde it lete.

A luyte cri him pou^hto a day : in pat ys ho licorde pore.

he coniourede hit a-godes name : to segge him jwat it were. 138

" Ich am," quath pis opur, "a sch gost : and in pis ys ich am her

In mi purgatorie, forte ich boo : of mine,sunnes scker. 140

Ake jif pou woldest for godcsloue : pritti masses singue

For me, ich wot pat pu mijhtest : of pis pho ino bringue."

be bischop grauntede him wel sono : and bi-gan a-non a-morewo

bo Massene for pis sclie gost : to bringuen it out of soruwe, 144

And ech day song so aftur opur. : pe dcuel haddo perto gret onde

pe juyt pat gost scholdo of pine come— : his wrench he gan foudc.

For ase pe bischop pene tenpe day : bi-gan is masse to singue,

Al pe toun po feondes haddo : i-broujt on a fijhtyngue. 148

be guode man bi-lefde is masse a-non : and orn a-mong heom faste,

And harmles porujh godos grace : a-passede1 heom atpe laste. ■ a<.p>M*

Ase he bi-gan a-inorewe is masse : a gret cri pare cam al-a-boute

bat pe toun bi-seged was : with gret ferd al with-outo, CM. in] 152
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or pcrgatort. examples : skeletons fight for a prating uan\

And Men omen into al J>e toun : nse witlese for Joute.

pe bischop Icfilo is masse a-non : and orn to- ward fe route ;

He made pays a-jein fat fierd : fat huy no-fing ne reueden.

Ake nathelcs so f>eo tuey dawes : his masse he bi-leuede. 1 56

11 Ase he bi-gan is masse fone fridde day : men heten out al-a-boute,

For is court and muche of fe toun : a-fuyre was with-oute.

" pei it al fur-berne," quath fo bischop : " and ich mi-sulf also,

I-nclle to-day frnm fis weued : are fis masse beo i-do." 160

So fat he song is masse forth : and muche folk was bisi with-oute

to lauien watur and quienche fat fuyr : fat orn so wide a-boute.

)3o fe Masse was i-do : fat fuyr a-queynte anon ;

p:\Te nas a-peired nought an hous : ake holo stoden echon.1 ' ms. »Ao«

11 pulke freo dawes fe deouel hadde : al fulke wo i-do

his masse forto let to : and pini fe soule so. 166

pe bischop fond fat .ys. atliom : i-molten al to noujhte :

J)o wuste he fat foru is Masse : to Ioye fe soule he broujhte.—

Mnnie fingus one soule helpez : fat in purgatorie is ;

Ake frco fingues heom helpez meat : bi-fore alle ofere, i-wis : 170

beden of Men, and alraes-dcde : singuinguo of Masses al-so—

peos freo fingues beoth best, i-wis : and meat guod huy wollez da—

1i ))at biddingue of beden beoth guode : fe sofe je inouwen i-wite

bi a tale of a clerk : fat we lindez i-write. 174

A clerk hadd[e] jwilene ane wone : bi churche-hey30 3wane he come,

to segge for alle cristine soulene : fe " deprofundis" i-lome.

In a churche-jerd ones he cam late : feoues him comen a-boute

And a-saileden him to robbi : he nuste 3w.1t do for doute. 178

))e bodies fat weren i-burede fare : his beden golden a-non :

huy comen with wopnen him forto helpe : and sturteu forth echon,

ener-cch with swuch-manere wepno : ase huy uyseden here a-liue,

plouj-Man with his Aker-etaf : Archer mid bouwe and knyue ; 182

A-boute fis feoues huy comen ech-one : and guonne heom Bono

to-driue,

And to hcore puttes wenden sethfe a-jein : fis clerk hamward wel

bliue. '(>«)>. on III. nMijin.

pus weren is beden i-jolde : fat he bad eroro and ofte.

Ich am siker, fe feoues1 ne jeoden noujht : aweywardes ful softo : 186
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For ich wot wel fat non of us : ne hadJe heom so sore a-gast !

A wonder bataille it was on : hadJo it longue i-last ;

Ich wene, fei ani chaumpiun : fare hndde i-beo,

Sone be wolde habbe i-nome is red : hamward for-to floo 1— 190

Almes-dede deth be soule also : swibe gret guod witli-alle :

jDat je mouwen bi a cas i-seo : bat ane kny^hto dude bi-falle.

H A guod man jwyle, bat heijte steuene : to is endingue drouj.

A knyjht, his freond, for is deth : made gret deol 1-110113 194

And dude for him grete almes-dede : bofe nijht and day.

Jjarof he i-saij a fair bi-tokningue : ase be a-slepe lay : 196

him fo^hte he saij a sluper brugge : swyfe fayr and beij, [fw. m b.j

A deop watur and swart bi-neofe : a fair mede fare was neij ' ms. pi

with swote omul and faire floures. : and ope fe brugge he Eeij1 gon

with grete Misayse mani Men : fat fullen into fat watur a-non, 200

And manie he saij fare-oppe gon : al-sauf with-oute drede,

And manie with Ioye and blisse i-nou; : pleyinde in fe Mede.

0| e fe brugge him fotolites he saij : gon in wrechhede

Steuene, for 3wam fat he dude : fe grete alme3-dedc ; 204

Blake men fare weren bi-neofe : fat a-doneward him drowe,

And ofere fare weren in jwite clofes : fat opward him heolden i-nowe ;

bi-twene heom laste fe noyse longue : ajein ofur ech drouj faste,

Ake euere hadden fe 3\vite Men : fe maistrie alfe laste. 208

)jat weren fe almesdedcs : fat for him weren i-do,

J)at fe knyjht for is soule dude : fat drowen him opward so. 210

11 J)e blake fat him a-doneward drowen : fat weren is lufere dedes,

pat wolden him to pine drawe : jif buy mijhten for almes-dede.—

Massene also doth gret guod : bofe fe quike and dede :

Jjat 30 mouwen i-heore bi f is tale : and bi ofure fat ich er sede. 214

U Men weren 3wilene in a contreye : faro a gret eton-roche stod,

And Men wenden fat fare-onder were : gret tresor1 and guod :

So fat huy doluen fare-aftur : uke to wroferbele ate laste : ' Ms. uw<*

For opon hem ful fe roche adoun : and heom alio ouer-caste, 218

And a-slou3 heom alle, bote anne Man : fat, ase it were bi cas,

In a-rjaucro dich fel and lay : and fe ruche a-boue him was ;

So fat he ne lm^hte of fe stude : aso i-putted he lay fere.

his wyf nuste uou3ht of is lyf : ake wende fat he ded were : 223
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FED DT HIS WIFE'S OFFERINGS AT MASS, AND KEPT ALIVE.

to cliurche heo wende euercch day : ane masse to leten singue,

A lof and wyn and a candel of wex : to fe weued heo wolde bringue,

And al for hire louordes soule— : heo ne bi-lefdo noujht a day.

be deuel hadde farto gret onde : }>o he fat i-saij : 2-6

U Aso fis wyf jeode a day toward cliurche : fe deuel cam hire to

And scide fat heo jeodo for naujht : for fe Masse was i do.

Jjat guode wyf jeode hom a^ein : and wende fat he soth sode.

A-morewe ho made hire al-so gon hom : mid fulke sulue dede ; 230

And fane fridde day al-so guod. : ake fat wyf fane feorfj day

Sone a-ros and to cliurche ;eodo : fo heo fane day i-saijh.

Juyt cam fe schrewe and seide : fat fe Masse was i-do.

Jjis wyf i-liefdo him er fule wel : ake fo noldo heo noujht so, 234

Ake wende to churche, and fond fe sofe : of fat fe schrewe hire tuettc,

Jj;it it was to bi-trayen hire : and guodnesse to lette.

11 Sone hit bi-feol fare-afturward : fat Men of fe toune

wenden to bete op fulke roche : fat so liy fare a-doune, 238

And wenden to finde sum tresor. : huy doluen and beoten faste.

pe solio Man bi-neofe was of-drad : fat huy more opon him caste ; 240

" Deluez," he seide, " warliche : fat je ne slen me nought 1 "

)X> weren fis Men sore a-dradde : and stoden in gret foujht ; I**- i78j

Ake nafeles huy doluen bi-side : so fat huy to him come.

luiy founden him ligge hoi and sound : and with Ioye hine up nomo.

huy axeden him hou he hadde i-leoued : fat honour him ne a-slouj.

" Certes," he seide, " ich habbe i-haued : mete and drinke i-nouj :

For a lof and a picher wyn : Mi wyf me sende ecli day,

And a bwnnind candle : fat me lijhto fe jwilo ich hero lay. 248

boW freo dawes f is ofur wike : no-fing heo me ne scndo ;

Ich was licijh for hongur ded. : ake heo gan sone a-mende

And sendo nie nse heo dude er : and fedde me wel with-alle.

Of alio wynos worfo hire best : and best hire mote bi-folle 1 " 253

li fis Miracle man miy i-eoo : and bi manie ofure al-so,

);.it Massene and almes-dede : gret guod fe soule wollez do.—

J)is guodnesses nelloz nought helpe : alle i-liche, i-wis ;

For of Men fat hoonne wiendez : mani-manere fare is : 256

Ofur rijht guode, ofur rijht vuele : ofur rijht1 bi-tweone two.

goddcde helpez some ful luyte : fat man wole for heom do, > »• rtjht
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3if fat liny rijlit guode bcoz— : huy ne liabbuth none neode mid-allo

to none crjicliche guodnesse : fat heom mijhte fare bi-falle ; 260

For in fe Ioye of hcouene huy buth : ase huy weren bi-fore.

Ake nafeles fat men for heom doth : ne worth nou jlit for-lore :

For it schal him-sulf helpo muche : fat fulke guodnesse deth,

And alio cristine soulene also : fat in purgatorie booth. 264

5T Jjreo-nianere men fare buth rijlit guode : fat to heoucne wiendcz

a-non

J wane huy out of fis worldo farez. : jung child is fat on

Jj-it deiJe aftur is cristinedom : are hit dude to quede ;

And Martyrs fat for godes loue : in strong torment wcren dede ; 2G8

pc fridde mancre so but clene men : fat are fat huy heonncs wendo,

Alio heore sunnes botten here : ase ore louerd hcom grace sendo.

Jjis freo-manere men ne mouwen nought : in purgatorio bi-leue,

Ake smitez foru-out quiclokur : fane fc ley to doth an euo ; 272

huy ne mouwen noujht bi-leue fare : for er heo wenden lieonne,

Clene huy weren of alio sunne : and ne habbut nofing1 to brenne.

For ase wode aud col fodez : fat fuyr fat here is, » MS. no|>i>it

Al-so sunne fet fat fuyr : in purgatorio, i-wis ; 276

And jwan fe sunne is i-brend a-wey : fe soule to hcucne geth,

Ake wcl sone foruj he flioth : fat in clannesse folede doth. > o.n. ; h m'-«

Also doth [fe] ' freo-manere Men : of 3 wan ich eou cr scide :

For heoucne openez ajenes hcom : so sone aso hco booth dedc— 280

And fat it beo soth of alio freo : cnsaumple 30 mouwen i-seo.

j)at ajein children i-baptizede : heouene i-opened boo :

For ore louerd was nyue-and-twenti jer : and twelf daywes old

Are he i-baptized were : ase f0 bok us hath i-told : 284

Of al fat tyme non eorfolich Man : ne mijhte encs i-wito

pat hcouene openede oujwcrc aboue : fat we fiiulcz i-write ;

bote fo he was i-baptized : of fe holie Man scint Iohan, [U. m •«■)

A-boue his heued with gret lijht : hcoueno openedo a-non. 288

Jwat bi-tocknede fulke openingue : fat fo was and er noujht,

bote fat foru1 cr/stindom : Man was to heouene i-broujt, > o«riin«L

And fat heouone-dore was faste i-mod : for-to cr/stindom were,

And fat a-;ein fe furste enstindom : heouene openede fere ; 292

And fat heoueno-dore i-opened is : to cmtino Men al-so,
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Uid to jongue children forto huy hahben : foruj sunne it fur-dot

'or huy schullen, jwane huy heonnes wiendez : hcouene-dore opene

finde,

'or huy ne berez with heom no sunne : )>at drawe heom bi-hinde ;

lIso quicliche ase lijhttiugue : foru purgatorie liuy doz gon,

.ml heouone-dorc findcz opene : and wiendez in anon. 298

ret folie it is to weope : aso Men beoz i-wonet to done,

or jongue children fat dvi^az bo : fat in heouene buth so sone 1 300

Awei, mi child," scith fe damme : and suou juez a-jein fe wowe ;

i crist, heo aujte fonki god : fat nam hit ase his owe !—

' A-jcin fe Martyrs fat guode buth : heouene i-opened is :

at Man may bi fe Martyrdom iseo : of soint steuene, i-wis. 304

'or fo men him to defe freowen : he bi-heold to heouene an heijh :

,:i heouene openede a-non : ase he fare i-seijh—

Lo," he seide, " noufe ich i-seo : foruj ihora cristes sonde

coucne opene, and godes sone : in is fader rijth bond stonde." 308

ml fe fursto martyr he was : fat enere on vrfe cam

itur godes passion : to holde up cn'stindom : 310

coueno openede ajen him : ase he fene deth nam,

> bi-tokni fat he wolde al-so : ajen ech fat folede guod Martyrdom.

.ml fei he were sum-del in sunno : heore deth fat huy nome

.ml heore blod heom wolde wasche : are huy to purgatorie come.—

ulke also of clcne liue : fat in clonnesso here lif endiez,

couene openez a-jein heom : 3 wane huy heonne wiendez: 316

at Man may i-seo bi ensaumplu : of soint Iohan fe wangelist,

laimorc fane he was, no man nas : with-oute Iesu crist

o seith in fe Apocalips— : fat a wel guod bok is,

at he i-seijh hooiiune-doro : a-jen him opene, i-wis. 320

wat bi-toknedu fat bote fis : huy scholden i*seo also

t-)ein h«oin, alle fat clene weron : heouene-dore vndol—

-rfelich guoduesse helpez luyte : swyche Men, i-wisse,

ror huy nabbuth fare-to non neode : jwano huy beoth in heuene-

hlisse. 324

ike fnnne it helpez hira-sulf mucho : fat deth fulke goddede,

Lnd alle fat beoth in purgatorie : ase ich erore sede.

°-so is al so in hello pine : it hcllpez him luytel al-so



430 ALL 80ULS' DAT. HELP OF GOOD WORKS. THK PRIEST WHO DRINKS

AND BWIVES AFT5R MASS WILL BE DAMNED. OF CHARLEMAGNE'S KNIOBT.

Any guoJ-ncsse fat Man may : on vrfe for him do ; 328

11 For scint Austyn seith, jif ho waste : fat is fader in hello were,

Non more he nolde for him bidde : fane for ane deuel fere.

Ake euere it helpez him fat it dotlif : and creatine soulene al-so ;

For no guodnesso ne worth fur-lore : fat Man may on vrfo do.1—

Ake beden ofer ofures almes-dedes luyte lielpuz : of fremde ofur of

kunne, p foi. iw] » a/, om.

bote he with-oute wratlipe beo : and with-oute dedlich sunne. 334

Ake a masse nis nofe-worse : for1 3 warn fat heo is i-do, > r.of

Jiei it beo of a sunful preost— : of non ofur fiug it nis so. 336

For fat dede is so heijh : fat heo ne may a-peyri nought " «t For

Of1 no wrechche preost fat it dez : fei he beo in sunne i-broujht.

Ake fei fe Masse ne beo fe worse : fo preost, bi mi swere,

J3.1t hire singnth in dedlich sunne : a-corie it schal ful deore I 340

For jwane sire Gileberd i-massed hath : his lif he wole so dijhte

Atfe tauerne to beon a-day : and bi is quene bi ny^hte ;

he seith, jwane Men cleopiez him preost : " siltez stille, mine guode

i-fere,

Jje preost hangucz at churche : and ich am nouf0 here"— 344

H his cope ofur is surplis : fe preost he seith it isse ;

Ake his cope schal bi-leue at hom : jwanc he schal to helle, i-wisse !—

ho-so wole 3 wane lie is (led1 : to2 his guodnesso a-fongue, ' •*►*■**"*

do it bi-time for fe dcde : fare-aftur finkez Iongue. 348

And fat it beo soth, man may i-sfejo1 : bi a wonder cos » ms. m

Jjat jwylene bi a knyjht bi-feol : fat with fe heijo kyng charlcs was.

IT J}e kyng Charles his Ost aday : to strongue butayle gan lede.

his .0. knyjht fat with him wende : of fe defe gan him drcde. 352

A cosyn he hadde in fe route : to him he foujhte he mijhte

best truste1 of alio Men : and so he aujhte with rijhto ; > r.truui*

" Cosyn," he seide, " )if ich am : here to defe i-broujht, • r. do good >

Sul Mi stcdo and do3 for mi soule : ue bi-lef fou it nought I " 356

Jjis knijLt trusto wel to is word : fat grauntedo don is bone ;

And in-to fe batayle wende forth : aso rijht was for-to done,

And fau jht fe 3 wyle he mijhte : and a-slawe was at feu ende.

his cosin nam his stede sone : and hamward he gan wiende, 360

And to is owene bi-hoffe faste ire heold : and foujhte forto done
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Also muche guod for fe knyjhtus soule : 3 wane he mijlite eft-sona

H pe knyjbt cam to liira eft-sone : gostliche in priuote,

" Cosyn," he seide, " late fou dudest : fat fou bi-heijhtest me I 364

J)ou modest me beon in purgatorie : scue ny^ht, mid-i-wisse.

And noufe icli am in heouene : and farof fou schalt misse,

For fou schalt in fis ilke day : to }>e pine of helle wende,

For f>o treson fat fou me dudest : and beon fare with-outen ende."

pis gost wende forth a-non : and fe false Man wel sone

deide, and wende a-deuele wey : ase he of-sorucde to done. 370

here mouwen fis false esecutores : beon1 i-warre bi pis tale, ' ^'*•W«,"

pat muche habbcz of dedes godes : and deleth fare-of ful smale, 372

Ake fenchez, jwane huy riche lmoth : to jelden it wel, i-wis ;

pa soule longueth Jiare-aftur-ward l : fat in purgatorie is, ^uL^miimton

heo a-bidcz longue heore ricliesse : fe guode is euere bi-hinde—

buy schullen gon a-deouele wey : and fare heore niiede finde, 376

Nou Ihesus, fat us deore boujhte : fei we don ofte a-mis, [W-mt]

On alle cn'stinc soulene haue merci : and bring us to heuene blis,

And led us to oure rijhte heritage : for fou boujlitest us far-to ;

Nc leos nought fat fou deore boujhtcst : fei we sumdel mis-do ! 380

63 [Eadmund conf.]

SEint Eadmund fe confessour : fat lythf at pounteneye,

Of guode men and trcwe he aim : fei huy neren noujht ful heije ;

In Engelonde he was i-bore : in fe toun of Abindone.

Glad mi)htte fe moder beo : fat bar swuch a sone 1 4

Mobile fe riche is moder [het] : fat guod womman was i-nouj,

For bofo wif and1 wydewe : to holie lif heo drouj. • ms. «nd and

Lustniez noufe and i may telle : hou and in jwat mancre

Scint Eadmund was i-bore : 31 f je it wollez i-hore.1 > n. r-s «r. on. 8

A-si'int Eadmundus dai fe king : fin guode child was i-bore ;

So clene ho cam fram is moder : with-ou to ech-manere hore, > •«. m*

And so clone,1 fat no cloth : fat neijh fe moder was , *£££*''**'

Ne aeijh fis joungue child, fo it was* i-bore : no-fing fe foulere* it nas.

f A-seint Eadmundes dai he was i-bore : rijlit ase it was day ;

Fram erne morewe fat1 it was eue : ase a ded fing he layj, 14

Ri)ht ase he were ded-bore : for no fing on him lif ne sail ; ' «'• fart*



432 8T. EDMUND AND H18 BROTHER ARE SENT TO SCHOOL AT'PARI8,

AND WEAR A HAIR 8HIRT TWO OR THREE DAYS A WEEK.

J30 mide-wyues lain wolden habbe i-bured : ac fe moder seide euere

nay. 16

A-jein cue he cudde furst is lif. : to churche he was i-bore,

And for seiut Eudmundes day : he [was] Eadmund i-cleoped fare-fore.

U J?is child wax and wel i-fev— : elles wonder it were.

J30 it was of ani elde : fo moder it sotto to lore, 20

And Robert al-so, hire ofur sone— : for soncs lieo hadde to,

And tweye maydenes clene i-nouj : hire doujhtrcn were al-so,

Dame Margerie and dame Alis : fat at catcsbi weren i do 23

And fare in religion Nonnes huy weren : and juyt liggez faro bofe-to.

H Dame Mabile, heore guode moder : foos children heo louede i-noujh,

And wisscde heom to clene liue : and to alia guodnesse heom droujh.

J)e jwyle fe children jongue weren : heo jaf heom ofte mede

For-to faste fane friday : to watur and to brede. 28

Jtoruj mede and foruj ire faire bi-heste : huy weren so far-on i-broujt,

Jjat, fo huy weren of grettore elde : it ne grefde heom rijlit nought

H J)e moder werede fe stronguo here : for ore louerdes loue,

Fram fe scholdre to fe hele : and on haubark fare-a-boue— 32

In swuche manere he ladde hire lif : fe widewe fat was so wis.

wel jongue heo sonde bofe hire soncs : to scole to paris,

And bi-tok heom spense luyte i-nouj : ase heo it mijlite bi-seo.

huy senden hire word1 fat huy ne mijhten : with so luyte beo. 36

" leoue sones," quath fe modefr] : " ichulle boon a-jeiu oov hende ;

3if lewollez aftur me do : ich can eou more sende, !"{■•?'''•*'• u . ,.
* ' * ■«!. )ir }t dorr* mid to hit*

And it Belial oov like swife wel : bi fat je wytoth fe ende ;

Ne spariez nought, mi loouc ?oncs2 : out of londe to wendc."

H " Leoue Moder," quefen fe sones : " we schullen do aftur fi lore ;

Ake wel fou wost fat we ne mouwen noujt libbe : bote fou us

sende more." [f..i. im]

H pe moder tok wel ajilleliche : eyfur of heom ane here

And bad heom bofe for hire loue : fat huy with heom as bere H

And werie as twie ofur frie : eche woke fere,

And heo wolde heom sende spense i-nov : fe jwuyle huy at scole were.

U Jjia children jeoden to scole fo : and duden heore moder heste

And wereden fe here twie a wike : ofur frie at fe leate. 48

So longe huy woneden heom far-to : fat huy nomen as ofturo fo,



8T. EDMUND LEAVES HIS FLAT, TO PRAT. ANOTHER CHILD 433

TALKS TO HIM, AND PROVES TO BE JESUS CHRIST.

So pat nopur nyjht ne day : huy nolden heom for-go ;

*'. huy woneden heom so wel par-to : pat huy as wereden day and

nyjht. > at. pat (Imo om.)

pis was, for-sope, a guod Moder : for1 hco teijhte hire children a-rijlit I

And euere 3wane heo sende heom elopes : ase heo as niijhte i-winne,

pare-with heo wolde herene sende : faste i-seuwede with-inne.— 54

',': Seint Eadmund pe jongue clerk : to eche guod-nesse drouj,

p.it euerech clerk pat him i-knev) : hadde of him Ioye inovj ; 56

For ore louerdes swete grace : with him was wel riue :

And pat ore louerd cudde him wel : al bi is jongue liue.

11 For aso pis child joode a day : in a Mode to plcie,

his fclawes he bi-lofde cch-on : and jcodo bi-side pe weije, 60

And al one jeode up and doun : and is bodes seide.

po cam pore gon a fair jwit child : to him in pis mede,

" Felawe," he seide, " heil pou bco : pat pus one gest i-lome ! "

Scint Eadmund stod in grot poujht : fro jwannes pis child come. 64

f "Ne knoustpou me noujht?" quath pis child. : seint Eadmund

seide " no."

" Ich am pi felawe," quath pat child : " jwodere pou euere go.

At scole ich sitto euere bi po : euere on pi rijht side,

And with pe ich go in euerech stude : no go pou no so wide, 68

f And pi plei-fere, for-sope, ich am— : and 3if pou nost noujt jwat ich

beo,

H In mi fore-heued i-writo : mi name pou mijht i-seo.1

And al-so ase mi name is : in mi fore-heued i-do, > A*hm. hut». mor».

Crcoyce pare-with pi fore-heued : and pi breoste al-so 72

Ku. /-echo nijhto are pou slcpe : in pe muynde of me,1 'ThUT.imUMauigia.

H And pe deuel ne schal lubbo no pouwer : for-to greui pe."

H Seint eadmund nuste mit pusse worde : jware pis child bi-cam.

lie ondor-stod pat it was ore louerd : and grot Ioye to him he nam ; 76

And noldo fur-jito neuere ane nijht : his lore forto do,

to creoici prices is fore-heued : and is breoste al-so

H And seggo " thews of Nazareth " : ase he it sai; i-writo—

with no-ping ne scholde a man betere : fram1 pe deuel him wite.—80

In penaunce, and in is lore : pis child dude al is poujt ; > a/. «t>

For godes loue he polcde muche : pat deore him hadde a-boujht,

LEGENDS OP SAINTS. F P



431 ST. EDMUND 18 AT SCHOOL AT PARIS AND OXFOItD. HE FLOGS

TILL SHE BLEEDS, AN OXFORD OIRL WHO GETS NAKED INTO HIS BED.

1T In pcnaunco he was so wel i-woned : and jong far-on i-broujht,

pat, fo ho was of grot tore elde : it ne grefde him rijht noi^lit. 81

At ii.irys he was at scole longuo : and at Oxonford al-so.

he no dude neuere locherie : ne ensentede far-to ;

Ase is schrift-fadcr wolde telle : ofte in priueite,

ho ne mijhte neuere nude man : of so gret chastcte. 88

IT Priuelicho at oxenford : on a day he cam [r»i. iwl.j

To one ymage of ore lauedi : and bi fe hond hire nam ' at. torwt • ■/.on.

And bi-hiet1 bi-fore liiro trewoliche : fram3 echo wummanes imone

And with treufe holden al is lif : clanliche to hire one. 93

H Jjulke ymage he weddede with a ring : ase a man dotf is wif,

Clanliche to holden in spoushod : to hire al is lijf ;

" Aue Maria, grace'a plena " : feos four wordes wercn i-do

And i-graued in fis ring : for huy a-cordeden wel far-to. 96

IT Wel he huld is treufe setfo : and his weddingue al-so,

And trewe spouse was i-nov j : nolde he noujt miedo.

Ich wot wel, juyt men mijhten finde : ho-8o soujte bliue,

Suraman, Jn:i it sieldc beo : untreowore to is wiue, 100

And al ful beo of Jie Mariage : 30 and fayn it wolde un-bindo 1

Jwefur ani of eou coufe oujwere : ani swuch hoscbonde finde 1—

11 His hostasse hadde one doujtcr : fere ho was at inne,

))at louede muche fis holie child : jif heo mi)hte is loue i-winno ; 104

heo ne coufc ncijh non ofur wit : ake1 heo fondedo for-to do ••!•»

Folie bi him nyjht and dai : jif heo mijhte bringue him far-to.

U Heo bad him fat heo niosto a-nijlit : to is bedde wiende.

J)is holie clerk ne wernde hire nought : and dude aso fo hemic. 108

pat Maide was fo glad i-nov; : for erore boo bad wel of[te].

A-nijht, fo heo hire tyme i-saijh : to is bed hoo cam wel softe,

H hire clones heo dude of a non : ase it is rijht of bedde,

And made hire naked, to croopen in. : ako febleliche hire spedde : 113

For seint Eadmund hodde ane smarto joordo : and f0 clofus a-doun

Spraddc1 ' al. |>i» worammn »non ht r«W"

And beot hire on fe nakede rug : fat wel-ncijh hoo a-wedde ;

he ne spared© rug ne side nofur : are heo to grounde bledde—

A-qucncho he mijhte hire fule wille : mid blode fat heo schedde I IK

H And euore seido fis holie Man : ase be leide on faste,



ST. edxund'b mother habile dies, and is buried at 435

ABINGDON. HE SEEKS FOR A NUNNERY TO PUT HIS SISTERS INTO.

" Maide, pou schalt leorni pus : a-wei forto caste

))i fole wille of pi flesch : with swucho discipline."

hoc poujhte wel luyto on folie : are pis guodo clerk wolde fine 1 120

H pia Maide wende softe ajcn : hire rug smcrt ful sore.

he1 bi-jat so luyte po : fat hire ne longuede pudere nam-more; lt*o.

Clene wumraan heo bi-cam : with-oute flechsliche dcde,

And clene Maide dcide setpo : ase hire schriftfadcr seido. 124

f ))ia Maidenes fiat beot]> willeffole : folie forto do,

I-choldo huy foundon swucho lefmanes : fat wolden lieora chastie so!—

bo Mabile, is swete moder : scholde of pis liue go,

.Seint Eadmund, hire guodo sone : neijh hire was po ; 128

his Moder him jaf hire blessingue : po hco scholde of liue fare.

" Blosse1 mine bropur," quath seint Eadmund : " pei he bco elles-

3 ware." • al. Blew ek

f " Leoue sone," quath pis wydewe : " bope je comen of me,

And he is, 3 wane je beoth o blod : i-blessed i-nouj with pe.1 132

Ake ich bidde po for godes loue : and for seinto Marie ' tn«w*iut«-.

J)at pou sura-jware pine sostrene do : in-to ane nonnorie, [M. isi]

So pat huy mouwen clene lif lede : in ore louerdes seruise ;

And ne soffro pou nonjlit pat huy beon : i-weddot in none wise. 136

be catel pat ich hcom bi-quepe : pis dede for-to do,

Al ich bi-take in pine waxde : and hcom pare-with also."

^1 J)is guode womman dcidc pus : pat of wydowene was flour ;

And in a chapel1 at Abindone heo was i-bured : with swype gret

honour, > al. Mint Nioliolu church* 140

Iii a ston bi-fore pe croiz : in pe soutp-side, i-wis ;

A luyte with-inne pe churcho-hei jato2 : pat chapel a-rerd is.

A-boue hire is i-write : " here lijthp in pis ston * <>i. wiboau )* tbuy-j.u

Mabile, flour of wudewene "— : and lesinguo nis it non, 144

For heo was womman of guode liuo : ase Men mi)hten bi hire i-seo ;

And mani Miracle at Abindone : for hire hath sethpe i-beo.

H Ne for-jat noujht seint Eadmund : pat is moder him hadde i-bede :

bo is power was i-woxe : ho purueide him ane etude, 148

hat is sostren weren i-do : in one Nonnerie ;

Ake wel vnnepo he it fond : with-outo symonie.—

' Simonie so is i-cleoped : foreward for-to make

m



436 8T. EDMUND PUTS HI8 8I8TERS INTO CATESBT NUNNERY IN

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. HE TORTURES HIMSELF WITH HAIR SHIRTS.

to bugge liflodo of holie churche : and a certein cntcl take. 152

A-manscde beotf alle swucho : )>nt so wollez don ;

Ake nafcles to religion : manie coiuioz so !—

H J)is guodo sone soujhto wide a-boute : mani a Nonncrie,

Are he inijlitc his sostren do : with-oute symonie ; 15G

Atfe laste he cam to Catesbi : in Norehamptone-schire,

I-grauntcd hira was fare a-non : al fat he wolde desire :

f bofo his sustrcn a-godes half : Nounnes ho niado J>ere ;

jjat leueden fare al heore lijf : and holie wommen were, 160

J)e eldore was sethfe prioresse : of fe lauedies ech-on—

For heoin hauez sotfe ore louerd i-do : miracles mani on ;

And bi-foro fo hci3e wouede : i-burcde huy booth fere

In a chapele fat huy leten : of seint Eadmund a-rcre.— 164

f Seint Eadmund, fis holie man : weredo stronguc here ;

In strengoro mancre heo was i-maud : fane ofur manncs were :

heo nas i-sponno ne i-weouc : ake i-broide strcngus longue,

And sethfe ase man knut a net : i-knut swifo harde and stronge, 168

Of harde horses here i-maud— : fe knottes deope wode,

Jjat muche del of is bodie om : of quiture and of blode.

H Jjare-of he hadde schuirte and briech : fram necke to fe hiele ;

vn-ayselieho he mijlite ligge : ofur ani1 ayse i-fele. > «/. ainui 172

A strong rop fere was fanne : a-lwue fram fe scholdrc i-do

to is bottokes, of horse-hero : to holden it fasto to ;

And sctfe he was bi-neofe is briech : i-gurd faste i-novj

with a strong corde aboue : fat fe here faste1 drouj. 'E^UJlfJ/a, 176

f So faste was in euerech side : fe here to him i-bounde,

J>at vnnef[e] he niijlite bieje is rug : ofur stoupi touward fe groundo;

And 3wan he stoupede ani-fing : is flechs was so for-gnawe [f»i. mi U

Jjat wonder was hou he it folede : fat he ne haddo to dofe i-drawc.1

U Fiet and hondene fat ncrcn noujt : i-tormentede with fat here

Necke and face and al is hcued : fat with-outo were, ' «i.tobtoioto-(it»«

he roddede a-nijlit with fe here : jwano no man ne mijhte i5 seo ;

For he nolde fat no lime : un-pined scholde beo. • r.H 184

f A dai he tok al priueliche : is Manne his olde here,

J)at he as fur-brende stilleliche : for huy for-olde were.

he caste as in gret fuyr i-novj— : ac it ne cam noujht fare-neijh,



ST. EDMUND BEGS DEVILS FLYING LIKE ROOKS AND CROWS, AND 437

TEARING A CHALGRAVE Man's SINFUL SOUL TO PIECES.

Ake euero huy weren i-liche sounde : ase J>ia man i-seijh. 188

po lie i-saij pat huy ne brende nought : ho bond f>er-to wel faste

licuie stones to drawe a-doun : and in-to a deop watur heom caste.

J3.1t fuyr nadde power non : to touchi pe holie here 1

Ake napeles he tolde is loucrd fore : )>at huy i-brende were.— 192

11 Scint Eadmund and is felawe : ase it was ofte heore wone,

In a day fram leukenore : wcndea to Abindone.

Ase huy comen in a grot ualcijo : blake foulo huy sei3e • «t eb<w«

Ase it crowene and rokes1 weren : fleon bi fe Eyr wel heije; 196

A luyte blac sak ase )>oi it were : f is foules a-mong heom bere,

huy casten it up fram on to ojmr : ase huy it al-to-drowo and to-tero.

bis felawe stod and bi-h'old : and was neijh wod for fere.

11 Seint Eadmund him jaf confort : ant tolde hiin 3 wat it were : 200

" Deuelene," he seide, " of hello it beoth : and )>at huy bercz so,

i-wis,

Ano Mannes soule hcre-bi-fore : of Chalgraue it is,

pat noupe rijht deide late— : hco no comcth ncuore in blis,

he mai singue weylawei : pat he eucre dude amis." 204

1 Forth huy wenden to clialgruue : po sope huy founden fere :

pe Man was1 ded a luyte bi-fore : and al hot liggo on bore. > «/.«■.

Neucre )>e gladdore ne mijhte he bco : y-.it deuclono him so to-tero ;

he niijhte scggo weilawey : fat euero is lifdawes wore !— 208

f Sciut Eadmund, pe holie Man : louede wel is lore,

And for is lore he louede jnyt : godcs scruise po1 more. ■ on tin uurgi*.

Most he louedo on oresoun : fat was of iheau crist

And of ore leuedi, is sweto Moder : and of sein loan pe Ewangelist,

J)at " .0. interaerata " : bi-gvynnez on latyn ;

po bi-guynningue is wel guod : and al-so is pe fin. 214

Kuerccho dai bi custome : he seide pis oresun,

he nolde bi-leue for no scole : no for no lessoun. 216

IF In a dai he it fur-jat : he haddc so nmche to done.

Scint loan pe Ewangelist to him cam : pe nijht aftur-ward ful sono

And a paumerie bar on is bond : gret and strong i-noujh ;

Scint Eadmund he nam bi pe hond : and is paumerie op droujh, 220

So heije and with so gret Eyr : ase he him wolde al-to-driue.

Seint Eadmund lay and quakedo : and drad was of is liuo,



438 ST. EDMUND LEARNS ARITHMETIC AT OXFORD, AND THEN TURNS

TO DIVINITY, AMD TEACHES IT TO SCHOLARS.

For, jif be him smite ase ho dunt drouj : he were Jed a-non ;

[Here a/ol. is nanting in the Lavd MS. ; MS. llarl. continues .•]

[lie quakede & cride dulfulliche : " louerd, mcrei, seint Iohu 1" 224

IT " Ich wole for-jeuo be," quab seint Ioh'n : " bu cn'est so sore ;

& pencil bet on oure oreisoan : & neforjet hit nomore I "

lie nefor-jnt after Jnilko tyme : nomore pis oreisoun,

For no studio nefur no neode : ncfor Jjojt of lessoun.— 228

U So wel lurnede bis lioli man : & suehe grace hadde,

Jjat he bigan at Oxenford : & of art per radde.

Of art he radde six jcr : conlynuelliche ynouj,

& Ribbe for-[to] beo more profound : to arsmetrike he drou), 232

& arsmetrike radde in cours : in Oxenford wcl fasto

& his figurs drouj aldai : & his numbro caste.—

H Arsmetrike is alore : fat of figurs al is

& of draujtcs as me draweb in poudre : & of1 numbro, i-wia.— 230

U A nijt in avisioun : his moder to him wende, ■ Ms. in

" Sone," lieo seide, " to wliot figurs : woltou nou entende ? "

" Leone moder," quap pis ojier : " sucho as wo iseoj)."

* Leoue sone," quap be moder : " betcro figurs per beob, 240

wherto J)u most bin hurte do : & bencho hcr-on nomore 1"

beo nom for]) his rijt bond : & wrot bcr-on his lore :

)5ruo rounde cerclen heo wrot : in be paumo amidde,

In pe tueye heo wrot fader & sone : & holigost in be bridde ; 244

" Sone," heo scido, " her-aftcrword : cntendo to j)is lore 1 "

To heuene njo be moder wende : hencscj hire nomore.

H J}o isej seint Edmund : pat hit was al of pe Trinite, Theohgia.

ft pat god wolde pat he schuldo : ihure diuinite. 248

To diuinite, as god wolde : bis gode man him drouj ;

per nespeddo non in Oxenford : so wel of ynonj.

hit nas nojt longe J>er-afterward : pat be Chancelcr ne sede,

& J)c hexte maystrcs of be toun : pat ho schuldo bigynne & redo. 252

he wibscde & longe1 seide : pat he nas nojt worbi perto ; ■ •tfcmgt*

So pat inocho njen his wille : ncdo hi makede him hit do.

So pat he bigan at Oxenford : of diuinite.

So noble alosed per nas non : in al ho vniuersite. 266

Of redinge ho hadde so gode grace : bat meni on to him drouj ;

his scolers bat ihurdo of him : gode men wer< ynouj.

So pitousliche he wolde rede : & so gode grace hadde per-to,

pat bis scolers pat ihurdo of him : nuste ofte what to do, 260

Ac sete as in auober wordle : & ofte hudde hers eje



ST. EDMUND IS FED WITH OUR LOIlD's FLESH BT A DOTE FROM 439

HEAVES. BT HIS FORGETFULNE8S, THE DEVIL GETS POWER OVER HIM.

& wepe pat be teres vrno adoun : pat men hit al-aboute iseje.

vncbe eni iliurde of him : pat be betere no bicoro,

& meni bileuede al pe wordle : & to religiouu nora.— 264

H A dai aa bis lioli man : in diuinite

Deaputedc, as bit was bis wono : of be tri'nite,

In bis cliaire be sat longo : er liis scolcrs come ;

Alutel bo bigan to swoudri : as a slop him nome. 268

j)o poite him in bis swoudringe : pat a whit coluere com

From beuene mid oure louerdes flesch : & pe wei to bim nom,

& pat sweto flesch pulte in his moiib : & sibbe flej vp anhe) ;

beuene openede hire ajen : as bis godo man iscj. 272

jje sauour of oure louerdes flesch : hint Jjojte, was in 1 1 is nioubo,

And al pe clergie, bim bojto, of god : bo ho awok, he coupe,

Of pi' pure stat of cn'st : & of his mageste

As [an] angel him ]>ojte be coupe : & of his priueite. 276

H he bigan so deope desputi : of bo tri'nite,

jjat gret wonder tne hadile : burf al pe vniuersite ;

Jj.it pe gretteste clerkes pat were : in Oxenforde bo

Ne pojtc pat eni vrblieh man : so farfor]) mijte go 280

Ne wite so moche of godes stat : bote hit [an] angel were ;

per ner« none maystres in Oxcnford : pat in gret wonder perof nerc.

Ac he niijto of iheeu crtst iwite : more pan was in boc,

whan he vsede oure louerdes flesch : & in bis inoupe toe I— 284

H Ne pojte nojt pis lioli man : so moche in his lessoun

p.al euere among liis pnjt nas meat : in godes passioun.

0 tyme he was in grete studio : of his lessoun anyjt,

pat longe he sat per-aboute : forte hit was ncj dailijt. 288

po hit was toward pe dai : a-napped be was sore,

bo lynede adoun vpon his boc : po bo ncmijte studio nomore ;

So pat he ful aslepe : & vnywar also,

&' ncpojtc nojt on pe passioun : as he was iwoned to do. >om.*? 292

pe deuel com to him wel sone : noting to siclio he nas.

Seint Edmund of him was iwar : in swoudring as ho was

he wolde him blesci wip be deuel : his rijt bond he gan forb drawe :

))o deuel him nora berbi anon : he nemijte him nojt wawo. 296

J)u nora be forp his lift hond : to blesci him wip also :

pe deuel him nom berbi foste : bat he nemijte nobing do.

vpe him be lai as a sak : bat he was al ouercome,

he nemi^te him wawe fot ne hond : his poor him was binorae. 300

Ac delyure be hadde al his pojt : so pat he pojto sone



440 8T. EDMUND BEATS THE DEVIL. BE IS NEVER IDLE.

HE 18 CHOSEN TO PREACH FOR THE CRUSADE, IN ENGLAND.

Of our* louerdes passioun : as he was woncd to done.

51 Jje deuel nemijto J>o bileue : vpe him none browo,

For drede he ful sone adoun : bituene him & pc wowe. 304

51 Seint Edmund aros vp anon : & bo deuel ouercom,

Strang! iclie & harde ynou : bi be biote he him nom.

" burf oure louerdes passioun : tel nou," he seide, " mo,

Ich azi be hou cristene man : inai best him witie Train be." 308

"Me ncschal wib nobing," quab be deuel : " schulde from mi poor

50 wel as burf his passioun : bat bn netnnedest er."

51 per lurnede bis holi man : as we mowe ek echon,

In whiche manere we mowe best : be deuel es poer forgon, 312

For he hatieb godes passioun : as man dob his Con,]

[bLMI]

And jwano men it habbuth in muyndc : he mot flco a-non.— 314

Euerech tyme of daye and nyjlit : seint Eadrnund him gan bi-seo

J5.it he dijhte wel to godes wille : bat he nolde idel beo ;

Obur he was in is oresones : obur at is bok,

Obur he .£t obur slop : obur to obur bingus he him tok. 318

Jjreo tymes him boujte bat ho for-les : jwene he cam bar-to :

Jwane he rod, and jwane he step : and jwane he ,£t al-so ;

For he nas banne in studio : ne in is beden no-bc-mo ;'

Ech obur tyme, ase bim boujte : to sum prou him scholde go.— 322

51 So longue bat1 bis guode man : to echo holicncsse drouj, > <n. om.

))at is guodnesso was wide couth : and men speken bar-of i-uovj.

J)e beste prechur he was i-holde : bat man on)ware undor-stod—

For ho-so hath with him godes grace : is dede mot nedo beo guod.

So bat of be Creoycerie : bo popo sente fram rome

To be bischopus of Enguelond : bat huy ane wise man nome 328

For-to prechi of be creoycerie : ase rijlit was for-to do.

Seint Eadrnund, be holie man : i-cliose was bare-to,

To prechi of be creoicerio : a-boute in bo londe,

£at men wenden to Ierusalem : obur senden heoro sonde. 332

5T procracies huy jeuen him also : ase he wende a-boute,

Of persones to nime largelicbo : bat non ncro with-oute.

bote bat nolde he do for nobing : of no man speuce take ;

And 3wane persones it boden him : he it wolde forsake. 336

For 3wane he seruede ore louerd erist : to is owene spense he tok ;



ST. EDMUND PERFORMS MIRACLES WHILE BE PREACHES FOB TBI 441

CRUSADE AT OXFORD AND ELSEWHERE.

Of persones and of o)mr men : jiftus he fur-sok.

II he ne ferde noujt ase fiis Erccdoknes : no as of ure na-fe-mo,

jjat persones ar.d feos poucro prcostcs : ouer-al doth ful wo I— 340

Aso he prechede a day : of fe creoiz wel longuc,

A Jung man wendo a-mong fe ofure : )>e creoiz for-to a-fongue.

A womman fat him loucdo : so heo i-saijh f is,

heo hentc him bi-hinde fasto : and drovj him a^cin, i-wis. 344

U Also stif aso aui hard bord : hire bond bi-cam a-non,

pat heo no mijlite as a-welde : nofur senuwos ne bon ;

And fe hond was al-so fur-crokud. : heo made revlich bere.

Soint Eadmuud bi-hcold a-bouto : and axede 3«-at it were. 348

" Sire, merci," quath fis womman : " wrechchede ich am i-novj !

Ase fis jongue man wolde take fe croiz : a luyte ich him with-drouj :

And min hond is al for-croket : 3 ware-with ich him nam.

In alio wrechhede ich am i-broujht : alas, fat ich here cam I " 352

H " Womman," quath fis holie man : " woltfu fe croiz takel

" Je, louerd," he1 seiJe, "jif ich mijhte : i-nelle hire noujt for-sake."

pis wumman sat a-doun a-kneo : and of him fe creoiz ho1 nam : ' = i™

And hire crokede hond strcijhto forthJ) : and a-non-rijlit hoi bi-cam ;

heo crido and hered Ihesu crist. : }>is was couth a-non ; 357

For fis miracle fare token fe creoiz : f 0 mo wel mani on.—

f In a time atfe gang-dawes1 : fis holio man al-so ' «t romfaoom

prechede a day at Oxenford : ase he ofte hadde i-do, 360

In alio haleweue churchmen! : In fo norfuro side,

with fe Baneres at onderno : a-se men doth a-londo wel wide.

Ase pis holie man with al fis folk : in is prechingue was best,

pat lodlokeste weder fat mijhto beo : cam al fram bi west, 364

Swart and dreok1 and grislich : and ouer-casto al fene toun ; ' r. d«rk

po wynd blev) al-so 8wife grisliche : ase fe world scholde al a-doun ;

So doork it was bi-come al-so : fat men mijhto vnnefe i-se—

Lodlokur wedur fane it was : ne mijhte neuero bo. 36S

1i pat folk for drede of heore clofus : faste bi-gonne to flea

" A-bidez," quath fis holie man : " ore louerd is guod and freo.

pe deuel it is fat bringuth fis wedur : for-to destourbi godes lore ;

Ore louerd is strengore fane he : ne drede je eov noujt to sore I " 372

he bi-heold upward toward god : and crido him milce and ore,



442 st. edmund's weather-miracle, he is made canon of

salisbury, etc. he gives awat his monet, and eats little.

J)at he schilde horn fram po deueles niijlito : f.it he ne grefde hem

nammore.

J)o he hadde i-scid pis oresun : pat wedur bi-gan to glide

In pe opur half of pe churche : al in J>e soupere side ; 376

Jjarc it bigan to fallc a-non : and nolde no long a-bidc,

J)at vnnepe porujh pe heyje stret : mijhte ani man go opur ride—

Ako in pe northhalf of po churche : pare pis holie man stod,

Ne fel neuere a reynes drope : for-to destourbi a mannes Mod ; 389

In pe southhalf poruj al po heije strete : it leide on for wod,

))at al pe stret a-watore orn : aso it were a gret fiod.

IT J)at folk pat fram pe prechingue : for drede of pe wedcre drovj

And pat wenden bi po licijo strete : hadden par-of i-novj; 384

Ake huy pat bi-lefden pare : druyje and clone were—

louerd, muche is pi mijhto I : and fair miracle was pere 1—

In pe toun of wyricestre : bi-tidde pat selue cas,

Ase pis holie man seint Eadmund : in is prechingue was ; 388

Swuch wedur pare cam ouer him : he drof it a-wcy al-so.

Me pinchcz, ase bi is Hue : fair miracle it was i-do I—

H So wide sprong is guode los : a-boute, feor and ner,

Jjat men ne hulden noujt in engelonde : of guoduesse is per. 392

At salesburi he was i-maket : Canoun seculer ;

prouendes of churches1 he hadde : and was tresurer.

J)o he was auauncet so : he tolde par-of ful luyte, • o/. prooendrt of pthew

he spendede a-boute on pouero Men : pat opure duden in pruyte ; 396

he spendede so muche for godes loue : in is almes-dede

Jjat vnnepe he mijhto mid is rentes : half jer is hous lede.

H To pe Abbeye of stanle : he wende swipe1 i-lome ia/.h»»n.

And suiournedo pare for defaute : for-to is crop him come— 400

For Maister steuene of lexintone : pat was po Abbot pere,

his desciple hadde i-be : po jwylo huy at scolo were. 402

his fulle .net. he neuere mo : pat ani Man niijhte i-seo,

bote ase muche ase he nede moste : pet wolde in ani poynt be ; [f«i- >«)

Of him wondrede euer-ech Man : pat isaij him etc,

hoT he mijhto holde is lijf : with so luyte mete. 406

Of guode metes ne kcpte he noujt : pei men it wolde him bringue ;

3 wat lutlos it was, pat he et : was al of groto pingue.



ST. EDMUND IS CHOSEN ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY, BUT 443

TAKES NO HEED OF THE TIDINGS.

H pat dai fat he masse song : flechs nolde he non,

2s"e fat dai next hi-fore : for man fat mijlite gon ; 410

Fram fat Men loke alleluya : for-to cam estur-day,

ho ne .Et. nought, fat folede deth : ase muche folk isaijh,

He in fe aduent na-fe-mo. : ake fat was luyte i-novj

A-;ein is ofur penaunce : fat he al day forth drovj.— 414

11 Hit bi-fel fat fe Erchebischop : of caunterburi was ded :

Seint Eadmund far-to was chose : ase Commuyn nam heore red.

po fe Eleccioun was i-maud : in fe chapitle at Caunterburi,

A-non buy senden heore inessagers : to him to salesburi. 418

huy wenden toward salesbury : ake fare nas he noi^t ;

huy founden him at Calno : fo huy longuo hadden i-soujt.

11 In is chaumbre he sat priueliche : at is boke ful stille : ■ ««. forto wiu

No man ne dorste come him neijh : to letten him of 1 is wille. 42S

Ake nafeles on fat was him next : ase it were is chaumberlein,

Guodo tifingue he foujhte him bringue : and farof was wel fain :

he tolde him fat ho was ichose : Erchebischop to beo.

pis holie man gan him chide fasto : and hiet him fram him flco, 426

" Be stille, fou fol 1 ich bote fe " : he seide, " and go out heonne

a-non,

Make faste fe dore aftur fe : and ne lat fou no man in gon

For-to lette me of mi studio : ake lat me in pays beo ! " > «/.i rr.mor*.

Of fat tifingue ho tolde luyte : ase fare men mijten i-sco.1 430

H pis Messagers bilefden fare oute : and carefolo weren of foujht,

For fo day passede swife : and heoro erinde ne duden [huy] noujht.

huy wenden for heore guodo tifingue : noblelicho beon onder-fonguo,

For fe murufe of is semblaunt : juyt fare hem foujhte longue 1 434

heore jiftus huy mijhten efe a-bere : fat fis holie man heom caste 1

huy bi-menden, and it of-foujhte heom sore : heore hipngue fuder so

fasto. 436

II he ne a-ros nought a fote from is bok : are god fe tyme sonde,

Aso he was an ofur day i-woned— : ake forthf fo ful softe he wende.

l)o he cam out of is chaumbre : fe messagers come

And seiden heore erinde hou it was. : far-of he tok luyte gome. 440

po fe lettres weren i-radde : " beu freros," he sede,

" I-chulle loke jwat mine felawos : of fis fing wolloz rede



444 ST. EDMUND MOST UNWILLINGLY CONSENTS TO BE ARCHBISHOP

OF CANTERBURY. HE CARES FOR POOR BONDMEN.

In fo chapille of salesburi : ase ri^ht is fat ich do."

huy nadden of him non ojmr word : fo it alios cam far-to.

U Jje chapitle at salesburi : i-holde was plener ;

Alio fe chanouns of J>e ordre : fudere come fer and nor, 446

To conseili heom of f is f ing. : fo red was sono i-take :

Gladliche at one worde : alio huy stoden fare-ate.

" buth stille I " quath fo guode man : " 3 wat schal fat i-sed 1 [M. is> b.)

wuyrfe nam ich noujt far-to : nimcz an ofur red I " 450

51 " Certes," quath fe bischop f0 : and fe Canones al-so,

" )jov ne mi3ht nought beo fare-a-jein : fou most it nede do."

Seint Eadmund seide euere nay : and bi-gan to wepe sore.

J)e Chanones wepen with him al-so : and criden cristcs ore ; 454

To is Get huj fullen a-kneo : and heolden up heore honde

And beden him for fe loue of god : betore him under-stonde

And habbe reufe of holie churche : and of him-sulf al-so,

And fcnchc, jwane holie churche it wolde : he inosto it nede do. 458

51 t>e bischop also weop on him : and on him cride faste,

And in vertuo of obedience : hiet him at fe laste

Jjat he ne scholde it noujht bi-leue : godes willo to wurclie

And beo boujsum to al f0 lond : and namelicho to holio churche 4G2

po bi-gan fis holie man : to wepe and sike sore ;

" Nov god," he seide, " us 31110 is grace : is milco and eke is ore 1

51 And ich take god to witnesse : and ore leucdi al-so

J3at , 3if ich ne wende suneguy dedliche : i-ne scholde it neuore do." 466

po huy heorden fis word of him : Ioyfole i-nouj huy were,

And nomen him up with ioye i-nov : and to fe heijo autere him bore,

And ' Te deum laudamus ' songuen : swyfe murie and heije ;

Euere wep fe holio Man : ase fe chanones i-seije. 470

51 So fat he cam to caunturburi : and dude ase rijt was fere,

And Erchebischop was i-maud : is vnfonkes fei it were.

Ne farf no man far-of esche : jwefur he toko on wel i-110113

And wel wissede holie churche : and to eche guodnesse d:ou) I 474

?if is lyf was holi er : wel betere it was f0 ;

In strong penaunce he was i-novj : of fastingue and ofur wo.

he hadde euere of selie bonde-men : pite and deol i-novj,

For him foojte fat fe heije men : duden hem al day wouj.— 478



ST. EDMUND GIVES BACK TO A WIDOW HER IIERIOT-BEAST. 445

KINO HENBT BEGINS TO QUARREL WITH HIM.

U In a time on of is poucre Men : wende of lif-dawe,

And is besto best to hcrict : men broi^to him, ase it was lawe.

po cam fis selie mannes wif : fat careful widowe was,

And mette with fis holie man : ase ore louerd j.if fat cas : 482

heo cride on him deolfulliche : merci and is ore,

And seide him, bote pat o best : luytc guod hco hadde more ;

hoo1 nuste in jwat manere : ne hou* heo niijhte liue, ' <■'•'>>'•«>
•ai.feri

heo bad him for fe loue of god : fat best a-jein hire 31110. 486

11 *• Guode womman," seide fe holie man : " fou wost wel hou it is,

pat fat chief louerd habbe f0 bestc aj'3tc : 3wane is man is ded, i-wis."

To is clerkes he seide a-latyn : fat fe widewe it ne under-stod :

" Me finchez it a lufur lawe : and nofur rijhtful ne guod. 490

pis guode wif hath i-lore hire louerd : fat al hire guod forhtf drouj,

And to leose fare-aftur ire1 beste best : me finchez it is wouj ; >«•». to

In fat on were lure1 M10U3 : fci heo ne lore fat ofur al-so. 'orig. lujw

pe deueles lawe it is of helle : and fon^h god neuere i-do. (m. im] 494

11 " Guode wif," he soide, " ^if ich [fe] take : a-jein fi best to lone,

Woltfou it witie to mine bi-hoffo : for-to ich it axi eft-sonel "

" Je,1 sire," quath fe widewe : " god jelde fe fin ore 1 " ui^

po widewe nam horn hire best : and ne 3cld it him nammore. 498

pis Auntur bi-fel oftc sife : 3wane men him wolden bidde oujt ;

horiot of pouore men : he ne wilnede rijht noi^ht.—

II We no mowen rikeni 110113 11 : a"° 's g"0<'° dedes. • ai. nowh.r ■»)

For euere in strong penaunce i-110113 : is lif he gan lede, 502

And treuliche heold up holi churche : and wuste hire fram ech wouj.

pare-fore hadde f0 deuel of helle : to him onde i-nouj :

he bi-gan for-to a-rere contck : bi-tweone him a-non

And fe king hanri fat was fo : fe kingues sone loan. 506

pe king and muche del of is folk : a-jcin holie churche was,

Ase king henri, is graunt-sire : hadde a-3ein seint Thomas;

And fat conent of caunturburi al-so : a-jein him hul[d] wel faste ;

Ofte buy nomen louedai : ake fet contek euere i-laste. 510

H A legat was fo in engelonde : fat a^ein him was al-so.

Ake Btudefast was euere fis holie man : fei he luyte help hadde far-to.

huy ne mi3ten a-cordi for no-fing : ake fe lengore fe worse it was ;

Ake euere nam fis holie man : eusaumplo of seint thomas, 514



446 8T. EDMUND CURSES ALL WHO WAR AGAINST THE CHURCH.

HE IS HEARTENED BY BEKET IN A VISION.

Wei ofte he bad po kingue aud his : }if it were heore wille,

pal buy no weorreden nuujt ajuiu ho!i churcho1 : ako lateu hire bco

stille ' <"'• H. ch. to wtnrl nojt

In hire fraunchise and in pays : asc heo hadde i-beo jare.

)3o king pretncde peno holie man : bote he bi-lofdo is fare. 518

U " Of pi pretningue ich telle luyte " : seide pis holie man,

" For jif pou me drifst out of pi lond : an o)>ur red ich can :

Ich can rede at parys : ase ich are pis liabbo i-do,

And parc-with winne me mete i-novj : and clopingue also. 622

Jif pou me deat to depe bringue : pou paist mo wel i-novj ;

J3ou ne mijhtest don me non more honour : pane slen me poru} pi

WOUJ."

f Juy t eft, ase he ofte dude : to pe king he sonde ;

And he answerede pe leng pe wore : and no-ping nolde a-mende. 526

J)o pis holie man i-saijh : pat non-opur it nolde beo,

Jjorujh holi churche he gan to finite : and a-corsede alio pco

J3at weorreden a-jeiu1 pe churche of caunturburi : and with on-rijhto

duden schame ; > at. «n.

And some pat he gulti wuste : he a-manscde bi name. 530

11 To po king and to is conscil : pis word wel sone dronj.

Ne parf no man cscho : wepur huy weren wropo i-novj I

pare was pretningue and bost i-nov$. : seint Eadmund heold hira stille,

And stifliche heold fortli pe sentence : and liet heom speko heore wille.

Seint Thomas cam and spak with him : and gostliche fram heouene

a-lijhte,

And bad him beo stif and studefast : to holde up pe churches riihte,

And for non eorpelich anuy : ne for dcpo, ne flcchchio noujht,

Ake nime ansaumple of him and opure : pat so dcoro as haddo

a-boujt rifoi.istb.] 538

11 Seint Eadmund fool o-doun a-kneo : and is hondene heold up ol-so1

To cusse pis bolie marines Hot. : ake he ne mosto it noujht do.

J)o bi-gan he to woope sore i-novj : and seide " louerd, pin ore I "

" beo stille," quath seint Thomas to him : " and ne weop pou so non-

more 1 542

Jwi wilnestpou to cusse mine fiefl : it nere pe no rijht to do,

Jjou schalt newene pine wille habbe : and cusse mine mouth al-so."



ST. EDMUND 0OE3 TO rONTIONT IS FRANCE, DOT HAS TO CHANQI 447

FOR BETTKR AIR. HIS DEATH DRAWS NIGH.

11 Scint Eadmund aftur fulke tymo : studcfost was i-novj,

To deije rafur for holio churche : fane men duden hire any wovj. 546

ho foujhte muche on seint Thomas : fat out of londe wende

pe jwyle fe kyng was in most wrathfe : 3 if ho wolde oujt amende :

Of hira he nam ensaumple : and priueliche i-novj

lie wcnde out of Enguolondo : and into Fraunco he drouj. 550

And foujhto ho was at pountcneye : swife faire under-fongue

And isustoyned in his anuy : fat i-laste longue ;

H Also steuene of languctone : fat Erchehischop was,

Six 3er he was at pountcneye : in fat sulue cas. 554

po1 fat seint Eadmund under-stod : of is Auncetres i-nowe, ' az- »

5 wane huy weren in contek for holie churche : to pountcneye heom

drowo :

Also dude scint Eadmund— : to pountcneye he wende,

For-to a-hide fe stat of holie churche : 3wane ore louerd it wolde

amende. 558

honoured ho was faire i-nov : of alio fat fare were,

And euere a-bod a-mendement : fram jere to jere.

U Hit bi-fel, aso god wolde : fat seint Eadmund atfe lasto 1

Fickle is bodi heui i-novj : and ficblede swif0 faste ; 562

•"*> longue, fat ho was so feble : fat men ne radde him not^ht

beo fere,

Ake for-to soiorni clles-jware : fare betcre eir to him were.

pis holie man is leuo nam : elles-jwodere to wiendo ;

pc Monekes mauden so muche dcol : fat far-of nas non endo. 566

HI " both stillo," quat fis holio man : " for ichullo foru alio fing

Comen hidero ajein to eou : a-seint Eadmundes day fo kyng."

Louerd, in swuche siknesso : wuch a word fat was i-seid I

Ake, jwano ho ne ir^hto bi is liue : forcwar[d] he heold heom ded I

Forth ho wendo with is men : fudere ase guod eir were :

To fe tons of Soysi : and bi-lefde fere. 572

U So longue so it was, fare he eode : in grete siknesse i-novj,

So longue fat he lay a-donn : and toward fe defe drovj. 574

Bo fat he Axede ore loucrdes flechs : and it was him i-broujht.

he sat and bi-hcold it faste i-nou; : in grot studie and in fought,

Longue are he seido ani word : and f0 spak he wel inliche :



448 ST. EDMUND GETS MERRIER AS HE DRAWS NEARER DEATH.

BIS GUTS ARE BURIED WHERE HE DIES, HIS BODY AT FONTIONT.

"louerd," he seide, "pou it art : fat ich habbe i-louod treweliche,

U And treweliche on J>e ich [habbe] bi-Ieuefd]1 : and i-preched of |>o

al-8 J, 1 at. bUratd, Ich lubba om.

And pou treweliche at min ende-day : art i-como me to. 580

Ich take pe, louerd, to witnesse : J>e jwyle ich habbo on vrpe i-beo,

Jjat i-ne wilnede neuere aflur1 no-f ing on vrfo : louerd, so mucho ase

aftur1 po." 'aj.om. 582

A, . louerd, pat it1 was an hcijli word : and he fat so sede ' at. )>u

Guod and holi moste he be : and swipe holi lif lede 1 [fol. us]

)5o he haddo i-nome ore louerdes flechs : he sat longue in poujhte,

And al leijhindo on Englichs : peos wordes forth he broujhte : 58G

" Men seggez pat game goth in wonibe : ake i segge game goth in

heoite."1 • **.«■.>

Of ore louerd pat he hadde i-nome : wel Ioyful he was po,

And al is game was in is heorto— : for is bodi was ful of wo.

Jjo more is bodi i-pined was : pe ner he was pen endo ; 590

And po is ende-day was i-come : he wusto jwodere wiende.

IT Euerc po more pat he was : in sicknesso and in wo,

J)o gladdore he was, for he wuste : jwodere he scholde go,

And pe more he was1 in Ioye : and pe muregore him gan like. 594

Men nuste him nought enes ligge a-doun : to groni ne to siche, ' «*■ i»j

Ake euere he sat glad i-noiij : and lenede al-so wel ofte

Opon elopes opur opon is bond : and deide faire and softe.

Fair semblaunt he maude i-novj : ase he drov to pen ende ; 598

In pe moreweningue aso pe sonne a-ros : out of pis world'he gan wiende.

11 He deide twelf hundred jer : and to and-fourti rijht

Aftur pat oro swete louerd : in is inoder was a-li^U.

Men letcn openi him a-non : & is goltus take 603

And burio hconi pare ase he was ded : in pe Munstre of seint lake ;

Men nomen is holie bodi : and wel faire gunno it lede

To pe Abbeye of pounteneye : ase he him-sulf er sede.

A-seint Eadmundus dai pe king : pudere he was i-broujlit— 606

he heold pe Monekes fore ward : and ne failede heom noujht :

U For po he ne cam noujht a-liue ajein : ded he dude, i-wis I

And pare he was i-broujut on vrpe : and i-schrined al-so he is ;

he lith pare faire i-novj : and with grot honour al-so. 610



ST. MARTIN GOES TO BATTLE WHEN IS. TIE GIVES A BEGGAB 449

HALF HIS CLOAK, AND TURNS CHRISTIAN AT 18. THEN BE FIGHTS.

Mani is pe faire Miracle : pat god bath for him i-Jo.

Nou god for pc loue of him : and pat us dcore boujhto, 612

To pulke blisso us hringuc : pat he is soule broujhte. AmcN

64 [Martyn]

SEint Martyn was i-bore : in pe londc of saharie ;

Wei jong he was i-noricod : in po londo of papie.

A noble knyjht is fadur was : and Maister of pe ficnlc,

Vnder Costantyn pc Aumperour : and al is .Ost. he stierde. • 4

For1 into bataylo lie broujhte is joungne sono : por-of him to lere.

None hcorto nadde he por-to : for huy hepene were ; • <•'■ ™, r. forth t

his hcorte bar him cuoro to Iosu crist : J»ci he i-emtned nere,

lip i-saijh pat heorc bi-leue uas naught : pat huy bi-lefden pere. 8

^1 To churchc, fo he was Twelf jcr old : stillcliche he wende

Aud bi-hiet ore loucrd cristine to bco : jwnnc he pe time him sende.

% po Aumpcrour het1 into al pat lond : to eucreche oldo knijte , Mfc J^t

pat heorc soncs scholden into batayle comen : and for heore fadercs

fijhte. 12

So pat pe jungue scint Martin : nas bote of fiftene jer

po he [pe armes] ' in eche bataile : for is fadcre ber. > «u.

A winter ase pis child rod : bi pe weye al one,

A Miscisc man he mcttc naked : sore sike and grono. [W. M»k] 16

Scint Martyn drovj out is sword : ase wo findeth in pe bok,1 ' ns.br*.

And carf is Mantel half a-to : and pe pouere Manne it bi-tok.

": Sone aftur-ward, ase he bi-heold : to-ward heouene an heijh,

with is halue Mantel i-heled : ore louerd crist he soijh : 20

" lo," he seide to is Aunglcs : " pis no worth me nought bi-reued ;

Martin, pat is hepene juyt : here-with me hath bi-woued."

po Martin pis i-hcrdo : and ore louerd he saijh pere,

Glad no blipo nolde he beo : are he i-cristned wore. 24

U Eijhtetene jer he was old : po he i-cristned was ;

pat he hadde so longue a-bide : ofte he seide alas.

Ake al pe to jer pare-afturward : in-to batailcs he wendo

For is fader wide a-boute : aso pe Aumperor him sende. 28

hit bi-fol of a grot bataile : pat pe Aumperor haddo i-nome,

he hot alle is knyjhtes in is lond : pat huy scholden to him come;

LEGENDS OF SAINTS. O O



450 BT. MARTIN REFUSES TO FIGHT MORE. IIE GOES INTO BATTLE

UNARMED; TURNS MONK, AND IS CAPTURED BY OUTLAWS.

he het1 Martyn with heom wendo : and Armure with him take.

" Ccrtes, sire," Martin seide, " fine Armcs ich habbe for-sake, 32

f Ich am Iesu cristes knyjht : and so ich habbe i-beo longue, ' orig. w«t

And none ofure Amies bote his : i-nelle vnder-fongue."

" Ei, couward," seide fe Aumperour : " noufo fou sparest for fere

For-to fijlite with fine felawes : ase fi ri3to were 1 " 36

" Sire," seide Martin J>o : " Jio sofe fou schalt i-se,

Of fine Armes nc kcpe i nought : ake fe furstc ichulle beo

Al one bi-fore al fi folk : naked to )>o batoile ; 39

Mine louerdes mijhte foil schalt i-seo : for he ine nele noujt faile."

U Jx> fat fcrd al-jare was : seint Martin wende a-non

Vn-armcd with is swerd a druwc : among alio is fon.

po he a-mong hem was i-come : faro nas of hem noujlit on

]5at mijlito ani more hebbo up is hond : fane it were a ston ; 44

huy golden him fc maistric a-nou : bote fat he let hem a-liuo.

Seint Martin elepedo is fulawes : and het hem horn wel bliue.

" Sire Aumperour," he seide, " noufo fou sixt : jwuch is n.i louerdes

mi^hte ;

Are 3c alio it hadden far-to i-broujht : longuo 3c ninston fijhte I 48

f Nov fou hast alio fine fon i-wonno : fonko god, and noi^ht mo,

And hano guod day, for i-nello : no lengoro scrui fo."

he nam is leuo and wende forth : —ho noldo no long a-bidc—

To fe In lie bischop liyllari : fat wonede farc-bi-side. 52

Of him he was i-maud a-colito : and dude al bi is redo.

Ore loucrd cam to him a nijht : and fcos woidcs to him seide :

IT " Ich bote fc, Martin, fat fou go : wel ofte to fine kunne,

And spec with hem, jif fov niijlit : bringuo hem out of suune ; 56

pvi fat huy hefenc beon : ne let heom nought fare-fore,

For ech guod man schal Anouri fit kun : fat he was of i-bore.

Ake grot a-nuy fov schalt habbo : fe 3 wile fou gesta-boute;

pa jwyle fou mine grace hast : fe farf nowijht doute." 60

pis guode Man, ase ore louerd him het : to-ward is kun wende.1

Strongue outlawcs bi fo wei ho niette : heore bouwes tone huy bendc,

Jjis guode man huy nomen : and maden him mani a wounds, (w. im]

Forth huy ladden him for-to slo : is hondene fosto i-bounde. 64

po outlawes axede him jif he were : so sore a-drad euere.



ST. MARTIN CONVERTS THE OUTLAWS, AND HIS OWN MOTHER. 451

HE RAISES A DEAD HAN TO LIFE, AND IS MADE BISHOP OF TOURS.

" Nai, ccrtes," quath fis holie man : " fat'nas ich ncucre. »«*.«oiik«r

IT Oro louerdcs hel' was euere ncijh : fe inaune fat was in care :

So muche is far-to min hope : fat i-ne rcchche hou ich fare." 68

Of Ihesu crist he tolde so : with lieom fat him nome,

)3at liuy ful 8one letjn him go : and cristinc for him bi-coroe.

Ase Jiis guode Man eode forth al one : fo dcuel a-jein him cam ;

In fairc mancre he axede him : jwodcre fcno wei lie nam. 72

J)is guode Man scide, " ichulle go : ase mi louerd wole lede me."

" Jvrodere fou go," fo ofur seido : " fo dcuel wolc ajein Jjj boo."

11 " Je," seide fis guode Man : " fou most wel al-so ;

For jwano oro louerd is min help : i-ne rcchche jwat ojmre do." 76

Jjis guode Man eode a-mong is frcond : is modcr cristine he made ;

his fader r.olde cristinc bo : for al fat buy him bede.—

Scint Martin fond a Jong man ded : fat swifo wcl with him was,

jjat bi-lcfde on ore louerd for him : ake i-cristned noujt he nas. 80

f Grct deol made fis holie man : fat ho naddo ibe i-cristned or :

To is burieles he eode, and bad for him : and weop wel mani a ter.

po dede Man bi-gan a-non : fram defe arise to liue ; 83

" Martin," ho seido, " i-hcrod boo fou : and oro louerdcs woundes fiuo 1

Mi soulo was to hello i-lad : aso alio booth of ourc knynde,

Akc tweyo Aungles foruj godes grace : hadden me in muynde

And sciden ore louerd fat ich haddo : ouwer dc-sciplo i-bco ;

J)are-foro oro louerd mo dude a-riso : for fo honour of fe 88

And dude mi soule to mi bodi : for fi louc hidcr bringue.

Cristinc- lorn par charitc : ich escho bi-fore alio fingue."

H Gret Ioye haddo fis holie Man : of fis swoto cas ;

he noldo departi fram him nought : are he i-cristned was.— 92

Jjat folk nam scthfe seint Martin : for he was so guod,

And maden him bi-chop of turoyne : muche a-joiu is mod.

To mile with-outo fe cite : an Abbeye he liet a-rero ;

Four-score Monekes of guode Hue : him-sulf he dude fere. 9G

with heom he wonede al in pays : ase he heore soueren were ;

he ne wende nought out bote 5 wane it ncod was : fat folk for-to lore.—

11 So holi lif seint Martin ladde : fat he hadde to is hosto » • t. on.

Fuyr., and treo., and fe kuynde of worm : of foules and of beste.

'A strong wind Llevj a fuyr : fat to seint Martines house it wende,

oo •



452 ST. MARTIN HAS TOWER OVKB FIIIE, OVER TREES, AND VENOMOUS

WORMS, UIRD3 (DOVE-DAPPERS), AND BEASTS (DOGS).

And arc f>is guode man it onder-jcte : i-burnd was fat on cndc.

Seint Miirlyn hiet a-godca name : fat fuyr a-jein wiende :

For is hesto fat fuyr flcvj : a-non a-jein fo wyndo 104

To fe stiido faro it cam fram : and ne bi-lofde no-wijht bi-hindc,

And dude a-join fo kuynde of fuyre : a-jcin fo wynde to fie. [M. iso b.]

bare was i-seitc fat fuyr no mijhte : a-jein is hcste be.—

H To is hesto he hadde, aso ich scide er : fe kuynde of fe tre, 108

Ase jo, mouwen bi a fair miracle : of him noufe i-sco.

On a (lii asc he stod under a trco : to prechi godes lawo,

Jje lufcro men fat farc-bi stoden : foujhten him bringuo of dawc :

buy gnnne sawie fat troo a-to : to-ward fis holie Manne, 112

bat it scholde oner-falle him— : for fare naddc he freond nannc.

Jjoruj noyse of fo crakejingue : fe guode innn i-heordo

Jjat fut troo fcl tonward him. : a- join wcl souc lie it cherdc ;

IT lie hot fat trco a-godes nanio : opward a-jein tuyrno. 11G

bat treo a-ros up-rijht i-noujh : for it noldo is hesto wernc,

And oucr-ful1 in fat ofur side : [m]anio* of is ton. J mJiSS*"*

huy fat leoucdcn, licten hcom sono : cristni cuercch-on.— 110

be worm dude is hestc al-so. : for ase he cam bi a watcres brimme,

A lodlich Naddre he i-saijh : stifliche ajcin him come swymino.

" Ich bote fc," scide fis holie Man : " fat fov ajeinward wende,

A[n]t fat fou noucreft here no come : no noujworc in fis endc."

))is worm turncdo a-jon a-non : ase fis holie Man him het, 124

And swam in-to an ofur lond : and fulko contreijo fur-let—

11 Foules duden is hesto al-so. : for on a time aso lie gan gon,

he saijh doucdoppene fisches cachche : and swolewcn licom in a-non.

" Alas I " seidc fis guode man : " fis is fc fo.mdcs mancre : 128

Gultlcse1 fingus and vnwarre : to cachchen, ase huy doth here,

And fing fat non harru ne doth : bote wonth in pay[s] to boo;

So farez fe deucl, a-waytez euero : for-to he is preijo i-soo."

he het fe foides a-godes name : cch-one fanncs teo ' MS- «"1U«^ 132

And fat huy scholden in-to wildemesse : out of fat watero fieo,

bat huy neucrcf[t] fare ne comen : gultlese fingues to take.

b'is foules a-non with fis word : awei huy gonne schake.—

f bestes duden al-so is heste. : for ase he wende a-boute, 13C

Aftur ane liarc he saijh vrno : grehoundes a grot route ;



ST. MARTIN MAKES OIIEYHOUXDS 8TOP UUNTIXO A HARE, AXI) 453

SENDS THE DEVIL OUT OK A HAD COW. HE IS THE APOSTLES' PEER.

" Alas," he scid<*, "fis seli brRt : fat no-fing no doth o-mial

Jjis foulo houndes it wollez to-drawo : gultles aso it is."

ho het J»o grchoundes a-lnde a-non : and ne do fat l>cst no wo; 140

huy at-stunten a-non, and eoden a-join : and lictcn fat best forth go.*

fl On atyme kene houndes coracn : a-boute one of is niaime ; ^J^ "•

lie no mijhle him wite, so kene huy wore : nc help naddc he nannc :

" Ich hole eov," ho scide, " a-godes name : and on seint Martines

nl-so, 144

}>at 30 me laten a-pais wendo : Min erinde for-to do."

pe houndes a-non with J>at word : bi-gonnc to stonde stille,

And wenden cuercch in is wey : to do seint Marlines willo.

U A kov al-so fat was gidi : a-boutc orn in fe londe, 148

p.d fale men slov, and bestes al-so : jwarc hco fond ante stonde ;

hire no mijhto no-fi-g atstonde a-jcin : so strong fat foulo fing was.

A-jcin seint Martin heo cam come : aso ore loucrd jaf fat cas; [M. in]

Sore weren is Men a-dradde. : f is guode Man liiro het a-non 152

A-godcs name stondo stille : and [njant1 fot forforo gon. ' Ms.,,..

pat best, fci it gidi were : a-non it gan a-bide.

Seint Martin fene deuel i-saij : opon hire ruggo ride. 155

11 "J)ov lufere fing, jwat dostfov ferl : for cucro foil dost to quedo.

}wy trauailcst fou fat sclie best : fat nc loueth no inisdcdel

A-corsedc fing, fou wend a-wci : ne cum ncijli hire non-more I "

po deuel wendo a-wei a-non : 3collindo suyfe sore—

lie mosle node is heste do : aso wel asc fc kov. 160

J}o hco of him dcliured was : ase 30 i-hcrcth hov,

Mildelicho heo eode to seint Martyn : to is fct heo feol a-kneo a-non,

And schok hire heued, to fonki him : ho nolde fr.im him gon.

H Seint Martin hire het a-riscn up : and to ire fclawcs wende. 164

hco luttcde on him and eode forth : hom to ire oweno ende.—

Seint Martin was apostlcno pier : for fe holie gost a-lijhto

In him aso in fe Apostles : in founuc of fuyr wel brijlite.

A ilfti ase fis guodo Man sat : allono in is celle, 168

his priuo Mon a-bidon him fare-outo : and heordon him loudo telle ;

Al-so ase fei it wummen were : huy heordon with him spoke.

pare-of hem foujhte wonder grot : ne dorstcn huy noujt in broke.

H Scthfe fo fe guode man cam out : huy fallen a-doun a-kneo, 172



454 8T. MARTIN CUBES A LEPER ; 18 HONOURED BT IIOR8KS ; SI.EKrB

SAFE IN A BURNING HOUSE; GIVES A POOR MAN HIS KIRTLE.

And axedcn jwat fe specho were : fat with him haddo i-heo.

J)o guode man seide, " ich may eou telle : for je mo beoz priue :

It was ore lauedi and seint Anneis : fat fare-inne weren with me,

Of fe Ioye of heouene huy spoken : and ofto huy doth so. 176

Seint pctre and seint powel : to me comicz ofte al-so."—

Seiut Martin at piray1 : mette ane Musel bi cas. «*^i£5i?«i[pm2

he custe him, and anon aftur-ward : fo Musel al hoi was.—

H Men no seije him neuere wroth : no lijo no-fc-mo, 1 80

And jwat-so-euere is Men duden : he wolde cucre bi on go.

In wel pouere wede a day : he rod out on ano Asse ;

lieijo Men he mette bi fe weie : fat tolden of him fe lasso.

hcore hors weren of him a-drad'le : for is pouere clofes, 184

And omen abaci), and fulden hem a-doun. : huy weren with him ful

wrofe,

huy sturten up and nomen fis hulio Man : and bcoten him ful sore.

Euere lie was stillo and lie spak no word : for fl huy bcoten him fe

more.

H po huy him hadden so i-betc : huy bi-lefdcn [him] atfen ende 188

ligginde fare, and worfen on heore hors : forth heore wei to wende.

Ake heore hors nolden gon of fe stude : for al fat huy don1 mijtcn,

3uyt huy* smitcn with jcorde and with spore : are fat huy a-lijliUm

And criden merci fis guode Man : fat huy him hadden mis-do. 192

heore hore hem bere forth a-non : fo huy token on so.— \ *'iy^J|- „, om

And in an hous fe jwile it barnde : he slop wit-oute harm ; 194

his clofes fur-barnden al-to cole : he ne fielde it no-fing warm.—

IT At a gret feste, asc ho scholde : fe heije masse singue, [foi. 187 t>.]

To churche ho wende with is men : men gunnc a-jein him ringuo.

Ane pouere Man lie mette nake : fat no schroud him nadde a-boue,

And bad him sum-fing to hclien him with : for ore loucrdes loue.

Seint Martyn bad is Ercedekne : fat he hiin jeuc sum cloth. 200

Jjc Ercedekne tolde farof luyte : and nolde, he swor is Olh.

Seint Martin bote anne Cuyrtel : on him-sulf fo nadde :

To fe pouere Manne ho hine jaf : in an hous fare ho him ladde.

f he ne bi-lefde on him no cloth of wolle : bote is Cope al-one. 204

Jjc masse ne mijhte he bi-guynne nought : fat folk mado far-of mono.

" 3wy neltfou," seide fe Ercedekne : " fine masse bi-guynne 1 "



.ST. MARTIN SHAMES HIS ARCHDEACON BT AN AXOEL's HEU>. 455

THE DEVIL, RICHLY CLAD, TRIES TO TEMPT HIM.

" For fou most cr ane pouero Manne : sum cloth to lihn i-winne."

"Nov is fis1," seide fe Frcedckne : "gret a-nuy with fe, 'jJTJf' 208

For j-no seo no pouero Man : noujwere a-boute fe be."

" No," seide fis holie man : " it nele faillie fe noi^ht,

Al rcdi fou findest a pouere Man : habbe fou f.it cloth i-b'oujth."

11 ))e Erccdekne in grete wrath)>e : eode into chepingue, 212

A lodlich cloth he boujhto fur fif panes : to fo bischope be gan it

bringue.

J)o bischop eode into fe vestiarie : is Cope he gan of strope. 214

lie nadde under is vestimenz : to habbe on bote ^s1 Iuype, > on». u

Vnnefe it heolede is derne limes : and noujht folliche is elbouwes ;

For is bare Amies atfe masse : fis guode man hadde gret houwe—

For fe uestimenz wide weren : and is Amies smale and lene; 218

laste is Amies nakede weren i-seije : he ne dorste hebbe op is hond

eno.

H Ake J>o he nedlingus at fe sacrement : i3 hondene hebbe up

Scholde, <Hiri.In.nm. 220

An Aungcl schrudde is nakede armes : with tweio sleuone of golde.1

J)e ercedekne crido and bi-hiet : fat neuero-eft mis-don him he

nolde.—

j)e deuel hadde to fis holie man : gret ondo with-alle.

he cam in a time him to bi-traye : in riche clojms of palle, 224

with hosen and schon of brijte goldo : swyfe fair he was of face.

" Martin," he seide, " wel fe beo : i-founde fou hast mine grace :

Ich am filke fat fou scruest wel : ichulle me schewi to fe ;

J3ov most sono chaungi fi lif : and bi-time come to me." 228

U Jjis guode Man sat in gret fou;lit : no word he ne scde.

"Martyn," he seide, "ich am fi freond : jwar-of hastfou drede,

3 wane fin owene god spekcz with fe : here mouth with moufel

Euere fou hast of guode bi-lcue i-beo : ne lat it nou;t fuili fo noufe I

For ich blessi alle fat on me bi-leuez : foi huy me nought ne seo,

And er f is fei fov ne seije me nought : in fulke blessingue fou

woldost be." 234

% "I nuste neuere," quath fis guode man : " fat mi louerd euero

scde

)3.it he wolde on vrfe come : in swuehe riche kingene wede ; 236



450 8T. MARTIN REPELS THE DEVIL, DIES, AND IS DOIINE TO HEAVEN.

ST. LEONARD IS A GREAT MASTER WITH TUB KINO OF FRANCE.

And bote icli mouwe of mine loucrdes woundes : on Jo eigne i-se

Ofur of is croyz, inelle i-leue : fat fou mi louerd be."

J)e foule fing wende a-wey : and was adrad of ano boule; » «J.»»r. more.

)?e stude fare-Aftur swife longuo : stonk of liim rijht foule.1— 240

'II J)is guodo Man seide his ende-day : him was swyfe wel come.'

his desciples weopen sore : and gret deol to heoin notne. p w. u»j

" Lcoue fader," liuy seiden, " jwat schulle we do : fat fov us wolt

fur-Sake 1 * a/, ml long* «r hit ooint

Vs fader-les with-oute confort : jwani woltfu bi-takel 244

Nor wollez wilde wolues coine : and alio fine schop a-spillc."

" Ich mot nede," seide f is guode man : " don mine loucrdes wille."

Of Askeno and of is here he made1 : a bed at is ende-day, m!jyi'.ontl"

And faron fcble 03011 is dc]>e : oprijht adoun him-sulue he lay ; 248

And toward heouene lokede ay : so longuo fat it nas non ende.

his Men fo^hten it dude him harm : and wolden him helpo to

wende.

IT " A-bideth," seide fis holie man : " $vry wollo je don so t

Litcz me ano jwylo bi-holdo fe stude : fat mi soule schal to ! " 252

J)o i-saijli he feno deuel aftur is soule : stonde fare with is feren.

" A-wey," he seide, " fou lufere best : fou nast noujt to don here !

with me nastfou noujt to done : for mi louerd me wole ondur-

fongue ;

In is name to him ich wende : fat boujhtc me swife slrongue." 25C

H With fusse wordo he jaf fene gost— : Aungles i-redio were,

J>at folk heorde licore murie song : ase huy fo soule bere.

Four hondret jcr it was : and in fo sixe-and-sixtife jere

Aftur ore loucrdes buyrtyme : fat fis guode Man deide fere. 2G0

Four-score winter he was old : are he was ded al-so.

God 3iue us part of fulkc ioye : fat is soule wende to.

65 [Leonard conf.]

SEint leonard fe confessour : a-londo eode her

Aftur ore loucrdes buyrtyme : a-boute fit' hundred jcr.

his freond and is cunnes-men : fe gretteste maystres were

In fe kyngus house of Fraunce : grettore none fare nere ; I

And seint leonard al-so was : a gret maister with fe king ;



ST. LEONARD FREES PRISONERS, REFUSES A BISHOPRIC, PREACHES 457

IN ORLEANS AND AQUITAl.VE, AND HELPS A FRENCH QUEKM.

Of fat lie him biddc wolde : he werndo him no-J>ing. 6

he grauntcde him alio fe prisones : fat he fore bidde wolde,

Aftiir is bone ope al is lond : fat men him1 deliueri gcliolde. > *i.hm

1T pk holie man wende a-bouto fuste : prisones forte glade ;

And 3wane ho fund ani of luyte gult : deliuered sone he made. 10

For-fi Men him cleopodon " prisones louerd " : and $uyt men doth

nl-80,

For non ofur halewe for prisones : so fair miracle nath i-do.—

)3c king of Fraunco him bi-soujhte : joornc ope al is mijhte

)l\d ho scholde with him beo : bi dayes and bi nyjhte, 14

For-te fare fulle ani bischopriche : fat he him mijlitc bi-take.

Seint leonard noldc it graunti nought : ake outright it gan for-sake,

And wende forth a-$cin is wille : and bad him habbe guod day.

Fonnest he wende to Orliaus : to prechie godes lay. 18

1! Longue he prechede fare-a-boute : fat folk for-to lere ;

And SL'thfe he wende to Aquitayne : for-to prechie fere. • 20

Echo daye he wolde at toune beo : to prechi godes lawe,

And eclie nijhte he wende to fe wode : 3 wane it to eue gan drawe,

In is oresones to beon al one— : ac so sone so it was day,

Iu-to fe contreye he wolde a-bouto : and prechi godes lay.— cw- m» bo 24

H J)e king hodde in fulke wode : a tour of grete boldc,

J); it he mijhte soiourni fer : 3 wane he cucre wolde.

)jc Qucne was with childe grete : fudere men gonne hire bringuc,

3if hco fe betcre mijlite for solas : ouor-come hire childingue. 28

po he was in trauail : heo ne mijhte oucr-come it nought;

So soro heo pinede fat heo was : wel ncijh to di-fe i-bronjht

IT J30 king, and olio his, grct deol mailcn : fat crie men heorde hem

wide ;

And fo scint leonard horde far-of : he gan hcorkni and a-bide. 32

J)o he i-heorde fat it was of men : fudere he gan wende,

3>f god wolde ani a-mendement : fonij is bone hire1 sonde. ' atom. 34

To fe king he wende a-non : and axede jwat him were.

" beo glad," he seidc, " for of fi Quene : no hauo fou none fere 1 "

"A, Merci, sire," quath fe king : " al mi lond ichulde1 jyue 37

ho-so ruijlite [it] far-to bringue : fat f0 Quene mostc Hue I > ong. ki.uii.

11 For of fe childe ne roujhto i nought : lnijlito ich habbe hire lif."



453 st. Leonard's prayer saves the frencii queen and hkr

babt. the kino gives him a wood, and builds him an abbey.

" Sire," seide fis holie Man : " lat mo i-seo fi wif,

Jif iuh hire may to liue bringue : and fat child al-so,

Jjoruj mine louerdes swoto grace— : nere it wcl i-do?" 42

Jjis holie Man was to fo Queue i-broujht : fat lai jarc to defe ;

50 clone heo was with pine oucr-come : fat vnnefc lico mijlito brefe.

IT Seint leonard sat a-doun a-kne : and is preiero made,

Jjat ore louerd hire dcliueri scholde : hire froond forto glade, 46

And fat heo moste to liue come : and al-so fat child fere,

J)at Men mijhten sco fat fo grace : of ore louerd muche were. 48

U Jje Quen a-non fonijh is bone : deliuered was of childe,

In guod lif, and hire child al-so— : fare was ore louerd wel miMe !

51 J)o fe king i-say fe Queue sauf : and fat child al-so,

For ioye he mute jwat he mijhto : with fat holie man do ; 52

he bad he scholde of al is guod : nimo jwat ho woldo.

Seint leonard seide, " ne kepe i nought : of fi seluer ne of fi guolde,

Bote a place fat ich mowe : in godes seruiso innc liue."

" Certes," seide fe king, " and ichiillo : al f is wodc fe jiue." 66

" Ne kepe ich," quath seint leonard : " nought nioro of fe i-bide

Bote fat ich may in one nijhtc : with mill Asso ouer-riile,"

11 " Ich graunti it fc,'' seide fe king : " ne wende fou no so wide,

J3ei heo wore quickore fane ani best : fat is bi f is wodc-side." 60

J)is guode man a-boute fis wode wende : opo[n] is Asse wel stille

And bi-rod al-so muche place : ase it was is willc.

)5e king, fo it i-marked was : liet wal makie a-boute,

And Aftur is wille he liet a-rcre : noble hous and prouto. 64

IT Jjare seint leonard Monk bi-cam : ase it an Abbeye were,

And mani ofere he nam in to him : ore louerdes lawe to arere.

he bi-gan fare a religion : of ordre swifo strongue ;

Clerkus fat wolden guode men beo : to him he gan hem fongue. 68

Nier fane a gret Mile wci : no watur nadden huy fere ; [foi. ml

Seint leonard hopede araendi fat : jif godes wille it were :

he bi-gan openi fe eorfe a luyte : and is oresones he made.

A swife fair welle fare sprong up : fat fare-inne men niijhte wade.

Jjo mijhten huy habbe watur i-novj : fe jwile fat hous i-histe, 73

j)oru}} godes grace and seint leonardes bone : fat heore mijhte1 fare-

to Oltfin. > M UM ni«iyin.



ST. LEONARD IS Tltt PATRON-SAINT OF PRISONERS, WHOM HB 459

FREES. HE DIES, AND 18 BURIED IN A SPOT SHOWN BT MIRACLE.

H " prisones loucrd," seint leouard : fill wide i-clcopud was :

Ore louerd him schewede fayr miracle : for some fingue it was1 ! 76

For jwano prisones criden to him : manic with dreorie chore,

heore biendcs borsten alle a-to : and huy duliuredo were; I^*^"*

Manie comen to fonki him : and heore feoteres witli hcom here,

And manie to scrui ore louerd crist : bi-lcfdcn with him fere. 80

*', Seuo Men with alle heore freond : fiat weren of is kuune,

po buy heorden of is guodnesso tolls : huy golden lond and wunne,

And wenden and woneden )>are with him : holi lif to lede ;

J)is holio Man of godcs lawe : gan beom wiasi and rede, 84

So fair Miracle ase of him was : no man noujwere nuste ;

Mani sik Man fare hadde bote : fat to him wel truste.—

11 Atfe laste fo1 he scholde hconne fare : longue at-fore he it

wuste; «Mg.jw

his brcfrcn he clcopcde alle to him : and wel mildeliche hem custe,

And wendo to fe Ioyo of heouene : fo god aftur him sonde. 89

Grot dcol alle is brcfrcn maden : fo he fanncs wende.

jif ore loucrd fair Miracle dude : on eorfo bi is liue,

Aftur pat he was hconne i-wend : ho dude swuche tiuc. 92

11 For miracle fat fare was : muche folk fudcre gan falle,

pat fe place no mijhte nought : bi manie holden alle.

"' Jjut folk critic on ore louerd jcorne : fre daijes and fre nijht,

J3.it he scholde, jif is wille were : far-of don insijht. 96

huy i-seijen }>o J>e contrcie al-a-boute : i-heoled al niid snowo,

And a place a-midde fair and greno : Men niijhten f.iron raowe.

J)o is -ii>n huy fat ore loucrd wolde : fat fis guodo man leij* fero :

lmy lieton him here fudere a-non : and a wel fair churche a-rero; 100

))it al fe folk fat fudcre cam : ne mijhte fullc fe place

Jjat ore louerd him hadde i-choso : foruj is sweto grace.—

H be schcrrcue of lcouns : foteros made strongu[o]

And in fe hexte tour of fe castel : faro ho liet heom1 hongue, 104

So heije, fat ech man hcom mijhte i-sco : f it bi fe weyje scholde

wiende, > ms. i«n iwo™

And euerech man fat far-on were : fe more him for-to schende ;

bat Men fat schuuych torment iseijen : fe more scholden dredo,

Lasto huy weren faron i-broujlit : to don ani mis-dodo. 108



4G0 ST. LEONARD PROVES HIS POWER OF HELPING PRISONERS DY

FREEING ONE, AND BREAKING THROUGH ALL OBSTACLES FOR ANOTHER.

So pat be nam ane trcwo Man : for a luytc lcsingue

And dude him binde 8\vij>e faste : and in {mike footcres bringue.

With pine and sorewe pis scli man was : almest i-broitjt to dej>e ;

To scint lconard he cride jeorno : ase be mijhtc spuko oiinepe. 112

11 Scint loonaid cum a nijlit to him : in swipe jwito wede :

" For pou bast to me jcorue i-bede : here icb am," he seide ; [w. iao b.]

" Jjinc strongue fetercs bring witli pe : no baue pou none di-cde,

And a-ris up 6one a[nd] cum,forth with me : for henne ichulle po

lede."1 ' ?». lit A lie at. trmiupowd. 11G

H Op a-ros pis selio man : with wel glade chere ;

bis fete-res liorsten sone a-two : for buy bi-comen ful sere,

And seint lconanl ladde bim forth : ase he is felawo were,

To pe cburclic pat he innc lay : and hanguede is fcteres pcre. 120

Euere ase buy bi pc wcye eoden : pis holie man with bim tolde,

Ase pcy be haddo is felawe i-bco : bi po hond ho gun him bolde.

J>« scbirreuo cam an opur day : and is fetercs soujbtc : ■ »mi«.»w.

be saijh pat ho toldo luyte of him : pat bcom pudcro broujUte.1— 124

% A lupur Man in gret power : in an opur stude was also,

Aue gultelese Man he haddo i-nome : and in strong prisone ido.

be bcordc telle of seint lconard : pat pe prisones help was,

And poujlite fr.im him is prisun wite : with som quoynto cos : 128

he lict waken of lim and stou : a wondcrlichc dcop put,

And wit strongue (lores of Ire and stiel : swypo faste be was i-dut ;

On-ouewarde pe falliude dorc : po pe guode Man was par-iune,

A strong jwuchche of Ire be liet maken : with wel quoynto ginne :

J)are-inno he dude stoleworpe Men : pane prison for-to wite, 133

J)at seint lconard ne scholde n-'ijh him come : bote he were undcr-

jite.

pc selio Man pat bi-neope was : in so strong warde i-broujt,

Criede jeorne on seint lconard : pat he ue fur-jete him nought. 136

H A ny jbt cam pis holie man : And pe jwuchche he fond pore :

Sone he jwcluede hire op pe doun : and bcom pat parc-inne were,

And setbpe he brae pe Irene dorc : and ase a maister he wende

a-doun,

with swypo gret lyjbt of beoucne : and spac with pit prisoun : 140

" Slepestpou t " he seido, " ich am i-coino : pat pou hast i-cleopud so,



8T. LEONARD FREES MORE PRISONERS, IN' GERMAKT AND 461

BRITTANT, AND PUNISHES THEIR OPPRESSORS.

Godcs desciple lconanl. : jwat woltfou habbe i-do 1 "

" louord," seide fis selie man : " al-so wis ieh bidde fe

Aso ich am gultles here i-do : fat fou hclpe me." 144

A-non-rijht J)is holie Man : fe Gyues he to-brac,

And bi-tweone is Amies lie bar him forth : no man a-jein him ne spac,

Ami so hom to is owene hous : bi-twenc is Amies him bar,

lie bad him beon a guod man : and sette him a-donn far. 1 !8

U pis lufere men wit alio hore ginnes : fiebleliclie habbuth a-guonnc,

liny niijlitcn hangen up hcoro Ax : and leucn weork1 : for luyte liny

fare wonne !— * «. l ». "*• •«■•

% A Infer man in Alcmaygnc : an onkouth pilegrim nam 151

And broujhte him into strong prisoun : and jaf him swife hard dora,

pat bote his frcond him wolden out bugge : he scholde bi-leue fere.

pis selie Man naddo no frcond : and Maudo wol rculich clierc,

lie bad for seint leonardes lone : fat he merci of him hadde ;

And he nolde him ofur merci do : bote into fat strong prisona him

laddo. 156

% To fo loucrd of fat Castcl : seint leoiu.nl n-nijlit cam

And [hiet] him lute gon is scriaunt : fat he with vnrijhtc nam.

An ofur nijht oft-sonc he cam : and fe fridtlo nijht also, [M. i»]

And hict him delinri his scriaunt. : nke ncuero he nolde it do. 160

H Seint lconanl laddo fis selie man : fram fe prisone a-mong boom alle;

pc hci;o tour of fat Castel a-non aftur him : a-doun gan falle

And a-slov al fat folk fat faro was : bote fene louenl one ;

Ako bofc is loggups broken a-t\ro : with fallingue of ane stone, 164

pat neuorcft no mijhtc he beon hoi : nofur of flcchs no of bone j

Crokcil he was al is lif : he nuste to 3 wain mone is mono.—

f Also in TJrutayne was a knyjht : fat in strong prisone was i-broujh t ;

To seint lconanl he crido foste : fat he ofte hadde i-soujht. 1C8

Streite wanlcinos oucr him faro weron : bofc nyjht and day,

pare ho with stronguo fetcrcs : in prisone i-bounde lay.

Seint leonard a-mong olle fe wardeins : in-to fe prisone cam

Aso a inaister foruj heom alle : fisne selie knyjht he nam, 172

his biondes he brae fonnest a-two : and laddo him bi fe bond

A-mong alle is wardeins : horn in-to is owene lond ;

H las feoteros he tok him in is bond : fat ho forth with him bar



462 MART MAGDALENE WAS BORN IN TUB CASTLE OF MAGDALE ;

LAZARUS WAS HER BROTHER, AND MARTHA HER SISTER.

To scint leonardes Chapcle : and a-mong oflire hicng heom far. 176

J30 ne dorste non of fo wardeines : a word speke with moufe.

Swach a man may wel mayster hote : fat so heom a-gaste coufe I

po Miracles fat he for prisones dude : ne may no man telle.

Nov god for J>e hone of sciut leonard : us schilde fram fo pino

of hellc. 180

66 [Magdalena.1]

Sleije Men and egleche : and of redes wise and holdc,

Lustniez noufe to mi speche : wise and vnwise, ^ongue and olde :

No-fing ich eov nelle rede ne teche : of none wichche. ne of none

scolde,

Bote of a lif fat may heo lech* : to sunfule men of herte colde. 4

U Ich nelle eov nofer rede ne rime : of kyng ne of Eorl,1 of knyjht

DO of SWein, ' at. Telle nalle I" of no man ; » at. alio t« on

Ake of a womman ichchulle ov telle* : fat was sunful and for-lein :

A swyfe fol wumman heo bi-cam : and foruj godes grace heo was

i-brOUjht Sjeyn, i«7. ta. nam* »«/. «. " a/.lurten A dwella

And noufe heo is to crist i-como : fe fayre Marie Maudeloyn. 8

Of hire1 ichulle jeou telle noufe* : al-hou and }waro heo was i-bore,

Jif jc to me wullez i-heore* : and habben of god fonk fare-fore.

U Jjis word Marie so is bri}l)[t]nesse : and bi-toknefe1 steorre of fe so,

And soruwo also and biturnesse : ase fe bok tellez me ; ' MS. wtokue (*

For jwano a man ficlez in is heorte : fat he hauez muche mis-do, 13

And him fare-fore biguynnez to smeorte : fat is to him1 bitur and wo,

he mouruez and he sikez ofte— : fis ilke Marie fierdo al-so, Ljjj b,n b

Jjat fing fat was hire leof and softe : was scthfe hire fulle fo. 16

11 In fe Castcl of Magdale : fis fairo wumman was i-boro :

heo was iclcoped in propre name : " fe Maudelnyne " rijht fare-fore.

To speken of hire ich am wel fous : and it likcz me ful murie.

Ire fader was hoten siro Titus : and hire moder Dame Euchirie ; 20

hire brofur was cleoped lazarus : and Martha was hire soster—

heo was debonere and pitiuous : and heo was a scli foster.

1 This legend baa been edited before in my " Sammlung altenglischer Legcmlen,"

Heilbronn, 1878 ; two other MSS. of the same text, Trin. Coll. Cambr. K 3, 2S and

Lambeth 323, iu Herrig'i Archiv, 1882. It is a very old poem, in stanzas with mi'l

rhymes, originally in the East-Midland dialect, perhaps by the author of Qregoriiu;

toe text is greatly corrupted.—All other MSS. contain a different text.



MART MAQDALENE'8 rARBNTS GO TO TIIEIR LONO DOME. THEIR 463

PROPERTY 18 DIVIDED AMONG THEIR 3 CHILDREN.

lieore fader and hcore moder bobe1 : comen of riclio kunne, > r.bo 23

Of boldo kyngu* and of Quienes8 : Men of niuchele wunne : »•»*.<»»—

f Of castles and of tounes1 : of londes and of beodcs, ' r.Kuu [M. mbj

Of halles and of boures : of palefreijes and of stcdes ;

largo huy weren of heore metes : to heora fat baddeu neode,

Tu men goinde and eke sittinde1 : Jut heore boneue wolden heom

beode. taLjmu 28

AVyse men and sleyje : oueral buy weren i-tolde.

J30 bat buy scliolJen deije : and so huy weren i-bolde :

11 Hcore londes and lieore leodcs : huy delden alio a-fireo,

Tounes and heore beodes : hcore guod1 and heore feo, • r.g»id 32

To feoffon heore children1 : bare-wiz echon, ' at. am eh. io dyjw » ijju

For buy ne scholden noujt striue8 : jwane huy heom weren at-gon.

wcl sono ))cre-aftur : bo huy node scholde,

Dcidcn fader and Modcr : ase iesu crist it wolde ; 36

U Bi heom Men duden sono : ase huy oujton to done,

Anil to heore longue homo : broujten heom ful sone—

Iesu crist of heouone : of heom habbe meni

And for is names seouone : fram helle heom waraunti I 40

buy dijhten boors londes : a-mong heom, alio Jreo,

And with heore hondene delden : beoro gold and heore feo :

To Marie bi-lefde1 : be castel Macdale, \ **• *»» ^"» «
' ° ' 'tup. of nl It I

H ))are-fore Maudeloyne* : foruicst i-cleoped was heo ; * 'JtStlTSit.

Lazarus hadde bat haluen-del4 : of al Ierusaletu, 'a^eUompvt

Of wodes and fieldes and of sart : al-mest to bedle,1em ;

Martha was i-feoffed : with bo1 Betanie i <u. 0„,.

And al-so with genezarez : bote be bok us lie. 48

11 Marie, heo ne tolde noujt : bote al of hire pruyde,

Ake b-vr-on was al hire boujht : and fairo hire to scbruyde, 50

And Mtlibo for-to walke a-boute1 : to don hire flechses wille, • aion.

To gon and eorne feor and neor1 : bote loude and stille ; > ai. a io .i.,ik.

For-sobo, heo was riche i-noujh1 : and so heo moste nede : » at. —vmj

Manio riche Men hire leijen bi : and jeuen hire gret mede.

IF Lazarus spendede al is boujlit : op-on his chiualerie, i"^"0,"!?1

Of obur bingus ne tok he no jeme : ne to1 housebondrie. 56

]3o selie Martha, bat obur suster : heo was of redes guode,



•IGt HART MAGDALENE IS SO SINFUL THAT SHE GETS A BAD NAME.

SHE REPENTS, AND GOES TO MEET CUBIST WITH AN OINTMENT.

Ase Jjei heo and hire soster : ncrcn noujt of one blode :

11 Martha nam hire brofur lond : and hire sustres al-so,

And dude heom teolien wel i-nouj : ase wys roan scholde do ; 60

baro-with heo fedde alio hcore men : and clofede heom al-so,

[&] pouere men and wummen : fat wercn neoilfole and in wo.

U So fair womman nas fare non : in none kunncs londn,

Ase marie was of bodie1 : and of fote and honde ; > <u. ij«m C J

So more fairoro fat heo bi-cam1 : fe more of hire was prys,1 ^* W—M'

j?e more fol womman heo wax : and sunful and nnwys : < Ms. pr«i

U Hire rijlite name marie : ouer-al heo les faro-fore,

Sunfole wumman men cleopcden hire1 : bi-hinde hire and bi-fore. 68

bo fis wumman hadde i-hcord : fat hire name was ilore, djjj"*" bi"

bat heo was 60 bi-gyled and bicherd : wo was hire fare-fore ;

bo Men hire cleopeden sunfule : and li'ten hire rijhte name, [w. 101]

heo wax kareful and dreori of foujliL1 : and gnn sore to schame : 72

bo nolde heo no-more : bi-fore fe riche men come ; ■ «t dmy * wfui

In-to hire castel for sorevve1 : heo hauez hire i-nome, »«tiort

For-to ore louerd cam and prechede : ouer al in fat londe.

Martha hire suster ofte bi-fore op-braid1 : hire schame and hire schonde,

And chidde hire fid ofte : for hire lecherie, ' r. upeciwd.? 77

hofe fastinde and eke ful : fat vnneft he inijhtc it drie.

H A man of fat contreyo : fat heijhtc symond leperous,

Al-so fe bok us tellez : bad ore louerd to is hous, 80

And is deciplcs tweolue : with him, to fe mete,

For he ne mijhte noujht him-sulf : fram heom alle ete.

H Marie fis i-heorde : and farof was ful glad ;

A smeorieles to greifi : far-to he was ful rad ; 84

heo wende to symundes hous : fat no man hire ne bad,

To ore louerd Iesu crisi1 : and ful sore heo was of-drad, ' a&crtebut

T For fat he was so sunful : bi-fore ore louerd to come,

Careful heo was, and sore a-fcrd : forto boon i-nome ; 88

heo ne dorste ore louerd repie nought1 : bi-hindc ne bi-fore, ' •*.•»

Me no Man hire nolde cleopie : and fat hire grefde sore.

U bo ore louerd was i-scte : in symundes house fere,

And hia Apostles to fe mete : fat with him fo were, 93

Ore louerd sat and foujhte inuche : ake bote luyte he ne eet.1 'orig.wi



MART MAGDALENE KISSES CHRIST'S FEET, WASHES AND WIPES 4C5

TIIBM. HE REPROVES JUDAS AND SIMON THE LEFER FOR OBJECTING.

Marie fat was so sunful1 : hco crcp doun to is fiet, ««i)w*ofUr»«if««rejt

1i boo custe is fiet and wusch al-so : with hire wete teres,

And wipede heom aftur-ward : with biro jeoluwe bores, 96

Out of biro boxo hco nam : Oyncment ful guod

And smcoredo ore louerdos heued : with ful blisful mod.

U Iudas was fare bi-side and smulde bit : and fare-fore he was neijh

wod,—

Jjat swote smul him culdo neijh : and gremede is sorie blod,— 100

And1 bad don up fat richo fing : fat hco ore louerd ga:i with sincere ;

To spene it so hi wasting : he seide, it was grot lure; * «*•*•

And seide, " it mai beon i-sold ful dcore : to bugge with muchel mete,

poucre Men fare-with to freueri : of drunch and of mete."1 104

f po saido ore louerd to Iudas : "lat fou fis wurnman beo !

Ful guod weork it was and is : fat heo wurchez in mo ; ' 2tal» «3S» •£

For ai schullo jo pouero with eov babbe : and so no worth eov me—

pi tounguo mosto bien i-schaue : to speche heo is to freo." 1 08

f Symund leprous i-hcordo fis : he fo^hte wcl mani-fold

Jjat, jif fes profete were al-so wys : ase he is fore i-told,

be nolde soffri fis folo wurnman : his bodi cues to reppe, 111

For no weork fat beo can do1 : to-ward him enes steppe, '<rf.de <■»

U Ore louerd wuste is lufcre fought : ake farof stod him nou eyje :

"Symund, fou fenchest mucho for noujht. : sum-fin^ ichulle fe seije."

"Maistor, seye," seide symound : "ich it hidde fe I

For fou noldest for no fing1 : segfje on-iijht to mo." [foi. mb.] 116

11 "An vsurer was jwilene : fat hadde dettores twoyne, » •/.Cpoo»«

pat swyfe longue jwyle : dette him scboldon bey'e :

pat on him scholde fifti panes : and twenti far-to,1 ■ «*. fjrf >i)x tw«*ui

pat ofur him scholdo of dette : fifti panewes al-so.1 > *'■ [««•• i foiu art/

H And nofur of heom nndde : jware-of fe dette for- to 3clde : 121

huy joldea, fo he it creuede1 : ase fe hok us telde, \uJi 5tsST2ST ££^7) s

3 wefur of heom tweine : cudde him more loue fo 1 "

" Maister, he fat1 more pi* : me finche, so mote i go." >aij>»th« 124

H " For sofe, symund leperous : fou hauest i-demed a-vijb t. » fctyif

For sethfe ich cam into fin hous : fou ne custest me no-wijht,

Ne fou ne wusche noujt mine fiet : with watur ne with teres \ ^SiiSU.

Ne fou ne wypedest heom noujht ;uyt : with clofe no with beroa,1 128

LEGENDS OF SAINTS. U II



466 CHRIST FORGIVES MART MAGDALENE, AND DRIVES 7 DEVILS OUT

OF HER. HE CURES HER SISTER MARTHA. MART CONVERTS FOLK.

U Min heued on none halue : with no-manere Oyncmcnt

Ne smeordcst1, with none salue : ne with no piement; ' ^^fUJ^11"'

Setlifo ich cam in-to fin hous : f is wumman 1 noldo blinne > lis. wumu«n

Mine fiet to wasche and cusse : with-outen and wilh-inne, 132

U And to wipen heom sethfe aftur-ward : with hire faire here,

Min heued also to smeorien : with richo Oynement and dere.

Op aria, fou wumman, fine sunnes fo beoth for-jyuol l r. may ami cm

Al-so ich noufe can and may1 : of me fou art i-schriue." 13C

H Marie fe Maudeleyne1 : ore swete louerd hire sclirof, ' jjj £n *"■ *'"'

Swete Iesu crist out of hire : seue dcuelene lie1 drof. > M8.W0

Ore louerd makcde hire is procunitour : his leof and is hostessc ;

heo Iouede him with grot honour : in pays and in dustresse. 140

H Martha, hire suster, was fill sik : and so heo hadde i-beo ful jore,

At hire bi-hinde heo hadde i-bled : senna )cr and more;

heo ne mijhte for no-fing : no leche-crrtft1 a-fongup, ' croft on Um margin.

Are ore louerd, hcoueno king : a-mong heom fare gan jongue, 144

And jaf hire is swete blessingue : and helde hire of hire sore

And bad hire bcon hoi and sound. : and so heo was euer-eft more.

U Heore beire brofur lazarus : was swyfe sikel a1 man. » omtin«i.

Jesus hereborewede at heore hous : jwane he bi heom cam, 1 48

And his Apostles alle : 3 wane huy fare-forth come, ' JJ'^iSii"' '°

heore In huy gonne cleop:e : an1 ase heore owene it nome ;

U Al swuch ase fare-inne was : huy eten and huy drounke—

Men habbez ofte note of fing : fat luytel it habbut swounke. 152

J)o Iesus hadde fare i-beo : ase longue ase he wolde,

he weutc to an ofur contreye : for men i-seon him scholde ; 154

f Marie he jaf is blcssinguo : and Martha and lazarun,

Muchele a"d luttle, eldc and jongue : fat woncden in heoro hous.

Aftur fat he was i-wend : Marie was1 egleche : • «/.wai

Crist hire hauede a-boute i-seat : to sarmoni and to preche : 158

U To sunfole men he was fill rad : to wissi and to teche,1 • MS. uwin

And to sike men heo wa[s] ful glad : to beon heore soule leche ; 160

Mani on to cristinedom : heo broujhte, and out of sunne, [M. iw]

Fram lecherie and hore-dom : font1 schrift, to Ioye and alle wunne.—

U Aftur ore louerdes passion e : in fe friltenfe jere ' •'■ ">

Giwes weren proute and grimrac : oliao and of lufere chere, 16*



MART MAODALEN'E AND OTHER CHRISTIAN'S ARE DRIVEN OCT OP 467

JUDEA, AND PUT, FOODLESS, IN A 8HIP. TIIEV LAND AT MARSEILLES.

Seint steucno to dofe huy stenden : fat was ore louerd ful deore,

And mania Men huy nomden : fiat cristes limes were ; 1 66

H Non Apostle nc moste Hue : in Giwcne londe,

Alio huy wcrcn of londe i-driue : with wrath fo and nyfe and onde.

Seint Maximus was fo : with godes apostles1 hi-come ; ' *,{*jf ""•"

Sixti .ant Ten dcciplcs : to-gadcre heom hadden i-nome ; 170

11 Marie fe Maudcleyne : and hiw brofur lazarus,

And heore suster Martha : and fe bischop Maximum,

Mani mo of cristine Men : wel mo fane i can uemne,

wcrcn i-hote Acme : and some to quelle and brenne. 174

11 Huy wcrcn in .A. schip i-pult : with-outcn ster and ore,

pat huy scholden beon fur-faren1 : and ne libben no-more; ' «/. i-«rnt

bare nas nofur ido with hcom : nofur watur ne bred, 177

For huy scholdcn of-hongrede beon : and sone fare-aftur-ward ded.

U Huy schypedon in fe sal to se : ase Iesu crist it wolde,

For-to fat tyme scholde beo : fat huy a-riui scholde. 180

To Marcile fe wynd heom drof : a gret name-couth cite ;

Fucr-ech of heom ofur schrof : are huy comen out of fe se.

H liny ne founden fare no freond1 : fat wolde heom hereboruwe,

Cristine man no no giv* : an eue nofur a-moruwe, J JkSirsmwm nan

Ne jyuen hcom mete no drinke nofur1 : ne lissen heore soruwe,

Ne no man, for loue ne for swuuch : fat huy mijhten of bugge ne

borewe : '•i.on. 186

f In one olde porche : huy stuntcn al fat nyjht,

with-oute lijht of torcho : with-oute fuyr and candle brijht. 188

pe porche was an old1 hous : of olde weorke i-wroujt; • M8.W*

pudere in huy weren alle wel vouse : fat of fe se wcren i-hroujht,

H For huy nusten elle-jwaro : fat huy stunto mijhto ;

Bote huy hadde gre[t] schame and teono : and giwes with heom to

fijh to. 193

bare huy duclden al fat nyjht : forto it was day a-moruwe.

bo sarasins hcom boden fijht : to echen heore soruwe.

H Alle fo Men fat fram Jw se : fuder weren i-come,

huy nusten jwodoro huy mijhto fleo : for-fi huy weren i-nome. 196

huy weren i-hote ope lyf and lime' : Iesu crist fur-sake, ' *•■ «■ bm i^r

And, with fretningue and with strif : to heore false godus take.

II || 2



-IG8 mart v agdalexe rnEACHES cnniBT to the inor,-woDsnim;ns

OF MARSEILLES, AND BIDS THEM BELIEVE ON BIM.

H Jtc Mario Maudcleinc : hoo s.iijh fat folk a-riso,

IMchc and poucre, knyjlit and sweyn : to don fat sacrefiso : 200

hco was a-nuyd and of-drad : fat hire bi-gan to grise ;

To spckon of god heo was ful rod : and so dudo on hire wise 202

H Op hco stod with wordes bolde : with brijlit neb and glade chere,

And soide, " hcrkniez to me, jungo and clde : fat wullcz beon cristos :l

Xe bi-lieuez nought opon Mahun : ne on teruagannt, is fere,

For huy beoth bofe dcue and doumbe : and buy no mouwen i-sco n

i-llcre, l rlijnw om. i al. pat in pU place ben Item [ful. 101 b.

U Ne huy ne mouwen cov help© noujht : of none kunnes fingue

£ei men of heom jelpen oujt : no no guod to eu bringue : 208

For buy bcz doumbe and deuo : crokede and eku blinde,

heore niijlito is fallen to grounde : bi-foren and bi-hinde.

11 Ake jo schulle licuen on icsu crist : oure heijo heoueno kyng,

Jjiit al pia worldcs maistcr is : with-oute ani ending : 212

For ho may don is wille1 : of euercche. cunnes fing ' ljn?<*'om?

j)at 30 wilniez with rijlite : and with-outen suneguyng;

H He is with-oute fo bi-guynningue : and he is with-outen ende,

with-oute fuylfc and sunegyng : so cortoys and so hende 216

pat al fing fat man with skile him biddez : ho wolc him jy lie and

■ende,

To Man fat goth and eke rit : fat wole to him wende ;

H He is wurytc1 of alle fing : ho makedo heouono and hello, ' r.wnyru

Xe may no kayscr no no kyng : his vcrtues alle tulle ; - 220

J)e man fat him seruez wel : ne may him no feond cwelle,1 ' orif. 4*«m

Ake huy fat wullcz frjoin him fijlite : to grounde ho wolo heom

felle; 222

11 He makedo day and eke nyjht : steorreao and sonne and Mono ;

Jje roan fat trewe is and louez him art jt : he wole graunti him is bone

And fat he biddez him with treoufe : he it grauntez him ful sone,

he holpoz bofe king and knyjbt : fe pouero alle mididone." 226

11 A riche prince of sarazius : fudere was i-come,

with him is wyf and his niayne : fat with him lie hadile i-nome :

To Maries prechingue : he lustncde ful sone ;

For fat heo was so fair a fing : to hire huy token guod gome. 230

H pe sarazins onvele : wercn fullo of nyf0 and bete,



MARY HXQDALEXb'8 CHRISTIAN FRIENDS ARK LEFT WITUOUT 409

FOOD. SUB WARNS THE SARACEN QUEEN AND l'RINCE To OR FOOD.

fo it was time of nielo : huy wcudeu to heoro met.; ; 232

fo buy comeu hom vnsele : and fur-to woron i-sete,

Cristes Men to delon guod : ful cleue buy haddun for-jetc

11 Jjai-o wcrcn of cristinc men : mo fane sixti and teuo ;

No man nodde. reufe of boom : and fat was fare i-sene : 236

buy weren wit-outo meto and druucb : in grot hongur and in tcone,

Kc buy ne duden no woork lie swunch : no no-fing men nolde heoin

lene.

H Hit was in one nyjhte : aftur )>o friddc day,

fat fis riche princes wif : in hiro bedde biy : 240

pare cam Marie Maudeleyne : and bi-foren biro boo stod : ' at >iUjm

" Dame, me finchez fou art vnbende1 : for fou bast muche guod,

H Of fe icb habbe gret feorlich : and mucbo me finchez wuuder

bit Jii >u last Iesu cristes folk : )>us stcorue for bungur I • 244

Bute jif )>ou ofur Jii Iouerd : lissi bcoro kare,

■\Vite jo mid-i-wisse : sorowe eou scbal beou ful jaro: " «*.«■».

U Swuch a Herd scbal op-on eov come : fat scbal eov so1 fur-faro

And a-quellcn eou and couwer folk : buy ncllcz eov no-fing spare."

))is ricbe princes wif fis word : nolde biro louord noujht telle—

For-sofe, beo was puyrlicbe vuwys : in sawe aud in spelle. 260

bv ofur nyjbt fe Maudeleyne : eft-eono jeode hire to, CM- ■»]

-Wi'l spak to biro wel stuyruulicbo : and fe fridde nybt al-so ;

And inyt ho" nolde hiro eriudo : to biro Iouerd do.1 ' JLTiriLLI*" ffX"?*?
* - UMMagffTM : Gnat MM

H Mario cam fe feoife nyjht : and bi-fore fe prince beo stod : ""•"*• ■">■

" Slcpcstou, tyraunt, foil deueles knyjbt : of satbanasses blod T

fi wif, fc Naddre, boo is a-mad : ich holdo hire puyr wod : 256

boo noldo fo telle fat icb bad : for vuele ne for guod.

II ))ou hauest mete and druncb i-novj : and luytel ofur care,

And soffrest cristes mcu with woujb : for hungur fus fur-fare !

l!oto fou a-mendi beoro stat sone : fe is sorowo al-jaro, ' ms. itrwik 2G0

fare scbal so strong1 folk come fe a-jcin : fat wollez fo luytel spare,

* with sweord and spore huy scbullen fe slo : and al fi folk fur-fare."

fe Maudeleyne jeode fram him : and liet him ligge faro. ) ?■ JJjJJ

fo Quiene1 a-wok and sijhto sore : and tolde hire louord* so ; 264

fo foujhte him fat he i-warned was1 : frco nyjbtes and mo. ' JJJfcX'IU?'

1 1Ico tolde him fat hire was i-seid1 : and ol-so i-hoto to do : >orig.i-uu



470 MART MAODALEXK'i* FOLK ABB FED BY TnE 8ARACEN PRINCE

AND HIS WIFE, WHO PROMISE TO BE CHRISTIANS IF THEY GET A SON.

Feden Icsu cristes men : and Hssi heom of lieore wo,

Obur heom scholde sorewe i-novj : and kare cornea lieom to. 268

J>o seide be prince : " D.tmc, jwat schullo wo do

Of bissc opcne w.irniii"iie : bat is i-como us to J1 ' "•?**• "I "rU.tCT '"
■ r a r one line. T. S70 at. oin.

Betere is bat we Cristes men : swybe wel heom fiede and scbruyde,

Jene we tellen luyte of heom : In vilte obur in pruydo." • aibm 272

1i liny token Icsu cristes Men : and ladden hom1 to lieore inne;

Al bat heom was neod, huy founden heom : with louc and alie wunne.

pe Maudclcyne heom radde wel : to witien heom fram amine,

So bat heom ne borto neuere drede : of sathanascs kunnc. 276

H Opou n day heo bi-gan ' : godes word forto preche J w", "^JUJJSJ^JjJ,,

And of godes lawe, with gret wit2 : ase hco bar mi jlite a-ruche ;

To luden hcore lyf in guod fey : alle he" gan heom teche,

And for-to louie god and don a-wey : wrathbo and onde and wreche.

H pe prince saido bo to liiro : with eglccho wordes and bolde :

"Might boil proui with trcubo : bat bou prcchest may beo wel i-holde ? "

pe Maudeleyne saide,1 " ge : ich am redi eov to teche, > oorr. to mi>i<

J5i ore maistres conseile : and mid is holie spcclic— 284

Jjat is seiute1 pctro of rome— : hov ge schulleh on take ' *•■ «•■«•'

pe blisse of heoueno for-to afonguo : and bo ieondes lore for-sake."

U J}o seide fc prince a-non : and is wyf al-so :

" We bcoz bobe redio a-non : bine wille forto do, 288

So ase bi louerd is : of so muclicl mijh!c

)>at lie may, gwane he wolo : at is wille alle bingus dightc.

II Bide bine louerd, heoue king : bat is us alle a-boue,

So ase he may don alle bing : and al-so for is modcr loue, 292

And for bine bi-sechin^uc1 : bat he jyuc a child, bat beo a sono :

And at bane forewarde* : we wollez with eov wone, ) ^^kM 291

Ore kinedom also forth with us : his owene we wollez bi-come,

And we wvllez gelden a-gein to is Men : bat we lu om habbez bi-nomc.

H ]3o seide Marie be Maudeleine : " bat nelle ich nought bi-leue,

A preiere to mi louerd to make : nele mo no-bing1 greue. > us. pinging

" Ich biddo be, swete Iesu crist : bat makedest Sonne and mone,

bat bou bis prince siende a child : and bat it beo a sone." 300

heo bad with guode hcorto and milde. : heo was i-heord ful sone :

H bat Uke nyght huy getcn a child : ase god heom gaf grace to done.



THE SARACEN QUEEN IS WITH CHILD. HER HUSBAND AND SHE 471

RESOLVE TO 00 TO ROUE. MARY MAGDALENE BLtSSES THEM.

11 J)o J>o prince wuste : Jiat is Quiunc was with cliilJo,

A-non-iijht toward Icsu cn'st : lie wax nicoko aud railile; 304

liny lctcn heore vuele dedes : fat wercn so wikke and wilde,

And aftur godes dedes : huy wroujhtcu a[nd] gonne buylde.

U J30 swor }>e ptiace and seide, " bi hcued min : wiende ichulle to

rome

And bi-come a pilegrini : and don aftur po holie dome, 308

And with seint petur ichulle speke : and don aftur is redes,

jif it is so ase Marie seiz : of Icsu cristes dudes ;

And jif fat ich him findc : at j>e court of rome,

Of him ichullo vnder-fongue : fulloutht aud cristiudome." 312

IT pa seide Jio lauedi : " ichulle wiende with J>o,

And, Jure fou art i-crwtned : ichulle al-so bco ;

And jwane Jwu coracst hidero a-)oin : ich may come with Jto."

))o seide }w princo leijinde : to is wif a-ganio : 316

" And buo noujic aso }>ou seist : mi leoue sweto dame,

II lkito in schipo wexez ofto soruwe1 : peril aud teone and grame;

And Jiou art noujie with childe : couth is Jiat guode fame, • «*• »■•

In po .so. Jiou mijhtcst1 : ful sone hente schaino— ' J| ^w.m' ln *" ^20

?;iyt hadde ich leouero ich were i-huld : and cuere to ligge lame.

Ake bi-lef Jiou athom and resto Jie wel1 : and jem alle ore fingues;

At mine njein-come god siende me : of Jto guode tipingues 1 " >■/.•«■

II po spak Jie lauedi, po Quieno : and feol a-doun to is fote : 321

" Leue louerd, jwu let boo £>;it : and graunto me Jiat ich mote 1

J)i8 ilko sorewo wole mo a-sleu : bote J>ou do mo bote." 326

11 Jcot seide J>e leuedi : and woop wel swijie sore,

Deolful and drcori heo ful a-doun : and seide ofto, " sire, J>in ore 1

hov mijlito ich libbo and boon glad : bote we to-gadere wore1! > orij.wen

we loueden us so joungue : and noujnj we booth sumdel bore." 330

11 So longue and jeorne )>is lauedi bad : hire louerd J>at was so hende,

Jjat ho hire1 grauntede, and was ful glad : with him for-to wiende.

For ueodfole bi-sokne : of heoin and hcoro men, > ori(. him

))c holie blessingue with hire bond : Marie niakcde on heom, 334

For no wickede gost : bi )>e weyo ne scholdo hem derio,

pc holio rode tokninguo : fram seoruwo heom scholde worie. > r.ioniMfaip«r

IT J)o Mario hoo maudon wardein : of hooin and of hcore schipe,1



472 MART MAGDALENE. ON THE VOYAGE TO ROME, THE SARACEN

QUEEN DIES IN CHILDBIRTH. THE BABE HAS NO MILK.

J)e swete holie Maudeleyne : in cristes wtutlischipe, 338

for heo was fe kingue of heouene : leof and deore and queine,

And bi-token hire euh-del : to witien and to jeme.

U hny nonien with heom into heore schip : bred i-novj and wyn,

Venesun of heort and hynd : and of wilde swyn, [foi. in]

huy nomen with heom in heore schip : al fat hem was leof, 343

Gies and hennes, crannes and swannes : and pore, motoun and beof ;

For huy scholden passi : Jio grickische se,

And for fat huy nustcn hou longue : liny scholden j)are-inno be. 346

51 huy drowen op seil and ore : and schipeden a-non-rijht,

Alle, fe lasso and fe more : Eorl, baroun and knyjlit.

huy nadden bote seue nyjht : i-seiled in fiat flod,

bat huy ueren sore of-dradde : fe se wax stuyrnc and wod; 350

pe se bi-0an to flowen : and fo wawes forto a-rise :

Some bi-gonne to swounen : and heore heoitene sore a-grise ; > at- routs

51 Jje se bi-gan to ebbi1 : and fe wynd ful stuyrne to blowe. ' a^r*'^l^

Ase fo Quiene on hire bedde lay2 : hire token ful strongue frowes,

heo swounede ful i-lomeliche1 : and'harde plncdo pare-fore, > «i. yimne

50 for-to fat hire joungue sone : were of lime i-bore. 356

pv fat child i-bore was : fe Moder bi-gan to deye,

bat folk gradde " alias alias " : and wcopcu with heore eye.

11 Jjo fe leuedi was ded : aftur fat fct child was i-bore,

huy no mijlitcn it bi-leue : to1 make deol fare-fore. 360

bat child wolde souke : and it misto jwain, ' "i„'X7£jw.'tu''n

tare nas no milk a-boute : ne no miolch wurnman.

51 " Alias," quath fe prince : " fat ich euere was i-boro I

Wo is me for f is junge child : and for mi Quien fat ich habbe i-lore,

And noufe it mot nede deye : for souke ne hath i[t] non,

Ne i-not in none halue1 : jwat me is best to don." ' IfiXtf* H °™* 366

K be schipnicn hiete" with stuyrne mod : fat men ne schulden

nought spare

be dede Quien to caston in fat fled : ofur ellus huy mosten fur-fare :

" be jwyle fat bodi is here with us : fe stonnes booth so keto,

To quellen us huy fenchez : and fat huy nellcz lete." 370

5f huy nomen up fad1 dede bodi : in-to fe se for-to caste. > r. j«t

" Abides yiyta and herkniez me 1 " : fo prince gradde faste ;



HART MAGDALENE. TUB SARACEN PRINCE LEAVES BI8 DEAD 473

WIPE AND LIVING CHILD ON A ROCK, AND GOES TO SOME.

" }if je nellez for mi louo it lete1 : ne for loue of mi wif, • onui*

spariez for mi luytcl sone : so pat he mouwe habbe is lyf 1 374

For jif is moder mouwe juyt : of hire suowcuingue awake,

Jjanne may mi lnytel sone : to hire tete take."

11 huy lokeden heom bi-sido : and seijen an hei)h hurst

Swijw feor in |>e se1 : and J* prince it i-saij furst ; >a/.i»t»wwTd» 378

him poujte J>at wel more wisdom : to J>e bodie it were

to burien it opon pet heije hurst : J>ane fisches it etcn }>ere.

11 po huy comen pudere1 : huy ne inijhten make no put: ' SSi^T"^"

pe hurst was al of harde stone : ech faste in o]iur i-kuut; 382

huy iiome.i po Quiene and hire child : and wounden in a mantel,

And leide opon fie hcijo hurste : in a grene cantel ;

huy leidon pat childes mouth : to po moder tcte—

Jjo J»e prince fnt i-saijh : with wepingue is neb he gan weto. 386

with gret deol po Quiene and hire Child : fare huy gonne lete [u. iMtO

( )|K)ii po' hurst Jiat was so heijh : and hard and wilde and kete. 388

11 po prince wep and wende forth : with hisschip in pe se ;

" Marie Maudeleyne," quath pe prince, " alas : pat euero kneu ich pe I

To don pis pelrimage : jwy raddrst pou mo 1

J)ov bode Jti god a bone : pat mi wif with childe scholde be: 392

And noupe is ded pus sono : hope hire child and heo I

11 Al mi lond and al mi ping : ich hnbbe i-takc pe

To witen and to wardi : jwi schal it panne pus be?

Mi wif and mi jungne child : marie, ich bi-take 396

To Ilirau crat, pi owene Ioucrd : pat alle ping of noujht gan make,

Jjut, )if he is so corteys and mi3htf1.1l : ase pou seidest to me, 398

he saue mi wif and mi child : fur-fare pat ich ne bo."

1i To his schyp he wende : and so forz in J>e se.

God hem to Rome fende : for Jmdero wolden he.

Seinte potur wuste wel : pat pe prince cam : 402

"With milda mod and fair compaygnie : a-jeines him he nam.

Potur Axede him fram jwanne he cam : and jwodere he wienie

wolde.

"To Rome," he seide, "J-en wey ich take1 : and speke with po

i'cholde;" ■•(.m

no toldo of marie Maudeleyne : hou he to hire cam, 406



474 MART MAGDALENE. THE POPE WELCOMES AND COMFORTS THE

SARACEN PRINCE. ST. PETER TAKES HIM TO THE HOLT LAND.

And hou he cristas sixti men : and teno to him nam, -"

ho tolde him of is child : lie tolde him of is xrit,

liov he with mildc licorte : for heom polede strif.

11 Seinte petur creoysede him : opon is i^ht scholder, 410

Of pat Marie hauede i-seid : he haucde game and wonder,

And seide, " prince, wel-come pou be : and fine knijlitcu alle 1

pays and grace with J>e beo : and Ioye pe mote on falle

In hour and in hallo : in field and in toun al-so, 414

In cask'l nopur in boure : ne worpe pe ncuero wo,

In watur and in londe : and in alle stude

God pe fram harme schilde— : and pat ich habbe i-bcde.

f )3ey [J)i] wif slepe noupe1 : and J>i sone him reste, J JJtToS" 413

Loke Jiat pou ne weope noujt for hem* : no make deol no cheste :

Mi louerd is swipe mirthful : he wole don is wille,

Aud he is also quoynte and sley : hope loudo and stille,

lie can jyueu and bi-nimen : borewi and eke rielde 422

For soruwe blisse, jwane his wille is : in tonne, in w.iterc, ia fielde ;

J wane he is wroth, he doth wrecho : ake pat fallez fid siclde ;

Ake of[te] gret fuyr and eke stuyrno : wext of a luytcl spielde."

U Petur lodde pene riche man : ajein1 to Ierusalem, 'a/, on. 42C

And fro pannes pene wey ho nam : with him to bedlehom,

Fram pannes to pe flym Ionian : an long bi pe strem—

I segge it ase ich ov telle can : In boko and noujht in drcni.

he scliewede him caluario : pare god was don on rode, 430

his fiet and is hondene : al-hou huy ronnon on blode,

he tolde him of pe pomes : pat on his heucd stode, cm. im]

And of pe nailes pat in is fiet : and in his hondene wodc,

And jet he tolde him of pe spere : pat to pe heorte him stong, 431

And hou he an heijh opon pe rode : deide with muclie wrong,

hou he into hello cam : with Sathanos to fijlite,

And is folk pat pare-inne was : hou he it gan out dijhte,

hou he a-ros, and to heoue stcuj : to is fador seto 438

Aud sat him pare-in no, for he was gleuj : and was him swypo i-meto.

1T J)o pe prince hadde i-heord : seint peteres lore, «•/.«.«

he carede Liste he were bi-cherd : for he hadde i-bco pare1 so joro ;

ho hadde i-leonted swipe wcl : al clanlicho his bi-loue, 442



MARY MAGDALENE. 8T. PETEK DIDB THE PRINCE GO BACK TO 475

HER AND BE BAPTISED. HE FINDS HIS WIFE AND CHILD ALIVE.

liis oures and is sautcr ech-del : fo seide he, " god it jeue

pat ich were sone : in mine owene contreye

And til mi folk, with flechs and blod : rijht ase ich wolde, seije! "

Seint petur he bad par charite : cristni him a-non 446

And al is ofur niayue : and laten heom wende hom

And fanne habbcn guod day : " and jif us fine blessingue!

we wollez so bliue so we mouwen : don us to schipijnguc."

' " pou schali, witli-outcn cristiudom : wiendcn into fine londo; 450

No dredo fe noujth, for fou mijlit it don : with-oute schame and

schonde.

)>; Maudeleyne schal boon with fe : and to fe heo schal fongue,

Lazarus and Martha, al pro : bi fo huy schullen stonde ;

pare fou sclialt i-cristned beo : foru Ie3U cristes sonde, 454

And mucho folk al-so of fine contrcye : ne f inche fe noujt to longue !

f An holi man schal crtstni eov : fo bischop Maximus,

pat can is rooster don swifo wel : in Ilio-u cristus hous,

he wole beo jep and eke rad : sley and eke vous, 458

To cristni manie ho wole beo glad : to is louerd Iesous—

lie were a fol and un-wis : fat no .vere of glad aud blife."

pc priuco tok leue of seint petur : and fonkedo him fule sife.

pc prince saide, " holio fader : haue nov wel guod day ! 463

Ichulle wiendcn hamward : so bliue so ich may."

he dude him into fe salte Hod. : his schip bi-gau to go

So bliue, for fe wind was guod : a[s] swaluwo swift1 ofur flo ; • at. ™.

with-inne fe seuennijlitte : fudere he was i-come 466

pare he,1 ajein is wille, bi lefde : is wif and is sone. • amiim).

H buy i-seijen bi fe stronde : a luytel child gon pleye

with publes on is honde : bi-forc hem in fe weye.

be prince stap out of fe sehipe : of hem alle he was fe furste, 470

Opon fe stronde he jaf a lupe : he hijede him to fe hureto.

pat child was swife sore of-drad : fo fe prince cam,

To his moder he was wel rad : and a-boute fe necke hire nam.

^ pe leucdi lai wel stille and slop : opon a grene cantel, 474

pat child for fere orn to hire and crep : under hire mantel,

po saide fat child, " hiderward : a fing, me foujhto, i saij c )ine,

Of him ich am ful sore a-drad : lasto we boon i-nome." [f«i. 1Mb.}



47G MART MAGDALENE HAS KEPT THE SARACEN QUEEN ALIVE CN THE

ROCK, TAKEN HER TO THE HOLT LAND, AND BROUGHT HER BACK.

" Beo stille, mi sone, mi leouo child : he is mi worldcs fiere ; 478

For gladnesse wepe he wole : pat [he] us findez here."

K pe prince cam and fond hire per : ligginde on pe hurste,

£are ase he bi-lefde hire er : and pat chil sek hire breste.

For loye he we:p and sat on is knen : and heold up his honde : 482

" )>at ich euere moste pis i-seo : ich ponki ore louerdes sonde.

A, swete Marie Maudeleine : pat me wolde nou rijht pinchc murie

Mijhte pis wumman quikie a-jein : and linen and hire sturie I " 485

U Jjo he hadde pat word i-seid : his wif bi-gan to wake,1 ■ •/. qu»k«

Of a swume heo schok and braid : and sone bi-gan a-wake ; > oh*, gnn

And [seide], " pc hende Marie Miiudeleyno : heo hath i-}iue me space,1

Frain depe to Hue heo hauez mo i-brou3t : poru hire louerdes grace ;

heo hauez i-fed me and mi sone : and i-don us alio guode— 400

To scggen it pe jwi scholde ich schone? : pat jolde hire pe rode !

heo hauez i-bcon min hou[s]wif : mi mayde and mi norice, 492

And bote ich pe [seide] hou heo heold mi lif : for-sopo ich were nice.

H Al pat seint pctur hath1 : sethpe i-schowed pe, » at. t**r ■. ii«J>

pe swete marie Maudcluyne3: it hauez i-schcwed me : * «*. M. *• •*•••

heo me hauez on hire hond i-lad : ouer pe salto strum, 496

And sctpe forpere-more : to Ierusalem,

And si-tpe heo me ladde : bedlehem for-to sco,

J}udere ase seint petur : bi-fore ladde pe,

And sethpe to pe Hum Ionian : heo ladde me ful rape, 500

vitli-outc harnie and sijht of man : and with-outc schame and scape,

And ouer-al heo me ladde : mi louerd, pare pou were ;

And, for pou echoldest Ioyful beo : noupe rijht heo broujlite mo

here."

U Quath pe prince, " ich ponki god al-mijhti : pat ich cov habbe u-

liue. 504

A-risez bope, jif je mou wen : and go we to schipe ful bliue 1 "

liuy duden heom to pe watcre : and schipeden alle a-non,

pe wynd was blowinde swipe wel : and heore schip bi-gan to gon ;

buy gonne to seili swipe1 : in pat salte fom, >aJ.HUh7*diiemtoMjri« 508

And hijeden heom ful bliue : pat1 huy weren at horn. ' S^Wr*1™*

With-inne a quartron of pe jere : huy comen to Maicilie.

Hani Men of feor and ncr : of heom gonne speke and spilie,



MART MAODALENE. THE 8ARACEX8 AUK CONVERTED AND BAPTISED, 477

AND MART GOES INTO TUB WILDERNESS FOR 30 YEARS.

Manic hem haJJen to-gadcre i-nome : Eorl, baron, knyjht, and swoin,

Are huy weren to lonJe i-comen : for-to wenden bourn a-jein,

Sarazins, and fe Giwes some : and fie Marie Maudeleyn ; 514

11 Martha cam and lazarus : of heom huy wcren fill glad,

And fe holie Biscliop Maximum : to hcom he wax ful rod, 516

And manie of cristine Men— : huy neren noting of-drad

To comcn and gon a-jeinest him : and dnn fat he heom bad.

Jjo fe princo and is wyf : weren i-come to londe,

pe Maudeleyno with-oute strif : i-reucsted fare huy founde ; 520

And Jjo huy comcn fram schipes bord : marie huy founden stonde

For-to prcclien godes word : to heom fat were on londa [w. imj

H po prince tok1 is wif and is sone : with heorte guod and swete,

To fe Maudeleyne huy comcn : and fcllcn doun to hire fete, 'W-Wiu*

And tolden hire al hcore lijf : fat heom bi-feol in fat weye ;

Pays and loue, harm and strif : al huy gonne hire seijc. 026

huy lictcn fane Biscliop Maximus : cristni heom a-non,

Marie and Martha and lazarus : huy broujhtcn heom faron. 528

))■■ children and fe wummen alle : fat wercn in fe londe,

Alio huy nomcn cristindom : and fat was foru godes sonde.

II Ich wot, huy nomcn heore false godes : and caston heom fare

donne

And brenden al-to poudre : feor fram euerech touue ; 532

huy dudcn a-rere churches : oner al fe contrcies,

And priories wurchc : and manie guode Abbeics,

And preostes huy gonne inakien1 : ouer-al in fe londe, ' jjjj^ijjjj

Sudccknes and ofur clerkus : to semi heom to hondn. 536

huy mauden lazarus biscliop : fe Maudeleynes brofer ;

)3o holie biscliop Maximus : maude al-so muni anofur.—

U ]3o al fat lond cristine was : and al fat folc faro-inne,

Marie bi-poiijhte a wonder cas : and stal a-wey fram hire kunne, 540

In-to wildernesse he wende : al for-to wonien fere.

Swuch grace god hire sende : heo was fare fritti jeres.

pare nas no watur a-boute : no fare ne wax no treo

pat ani best mijhte onder at-route : fe betere an ayse to beo. 541

For-sofe ichulle jeov telle : of a ferliche wonder :

Aungles comcn cuer-echo day : rijht a-bouten omle'n,



478 MART MAGDALENE IS DAILY LIFTED UP TOWARDS HEAVEN BT

ANGELS. SHE TELLS HER STORY TO A HERMIT NEAR HER.

And nomen swipe soflelicho1 : pc Marie Maudelein > at. §on.

And bercn hire op in-to pe lofto : and broujhton hire eft a-}ein. 548

U Men nusten hou heo lcouede : for noman ne saijh hire etc ;

Ake some liuy onder-stoden : pat lieo liuedo bi Aungelene meto.

A preost pare was in marcilie : put wilned swipe ratiche

For-to ledun elingo lif : pe betero fram sunne him wite ; 552

he maudo him a wonijngue : in pat wildernesse

pare Marie, pe swete Maudelcine1 : wonede in clennesse ; > «J.)>ii>g

lie ne bulde nought fram Marie1 : bote a wel luyte mile— ' •*. w™ •tab

For-to qucmen god he it dudo : and he jeld wel is jwile. 556

he hadde wunder for pat he saijli : pat pe Aunglcs comen ofto

A-boute onderne echo daye : aso he stod in is crofte,

And hou huy bercn pe Maudeleyne : an hei op on lofte,

And al-so hou huy broujhtcn hire a-join : and scttcn hire a-doun wel

softe. 560

51 Jje preost a-ros op-on a day : and wende ncor pe studc,

he wolde i-wite } wat he i-saijh : and pare-fore he it dude ;

To pulke stude he cam so ncijli ; al bote a stones caste :

)3o bi-gonne hise peon to schrinko : and to croki swipe faste ; 564

A-drad he was, and turnde a-jnin : and so he mostc nede—

Ne knev he noujt pe Maudeleyne : ne hire guode dudes.

Eft-sone he jeode him pude-ward : is Ret bi-gonne folde,

his heorte and his Inneward : him gonnco al to colde. 568

he poujlite it was sum demo f ing : opur som holi priuete,

I-comen fram pe heuene kiug : pat he ne scholde it nought i-seo :

% he sat a-doun opon is kneon : and bad ore louerd pere

]3at he moste i-wite and seou : ) wat pat feorlich were; 572

he gradde on eorncst and on game : " pou best in pine celli", cw. 1Mb.]

Ich lialsni pe a-godes name : of pi stat pat pou me telle I "

heo bi-gan to tellen : wordes him a-jein :

" I segge it pe for-sope : ich am Mario Maudeleyn, 576

]3at to pe kinguo of heoue : of mine sunnes ich me schr.if,

And foule deuelene seouene : out of mo he drof.

Icb habbe i-woned noupe here : fulle pritti jer,

Ake i-ne saijh nouere no man pus neijh : bote pe noupe her. 580

U Of no-ping pat ani man : of pe eorpe euere bi-swonk,
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ANGELS TO BISHOP MAXIM US IX MARSEILLES. THET 81X0 PSALMS.

I-ne .ct, sctlifc ich hidcre cam : no mete, no no ilrunch ne1 dronk ;

Godes Aungles encr-ech diiy : habbe me here i-nome »*»«u»»4.

An iboro me alno wey : jwano ischoldo como, 584

An heijh to heoucne lofte : cuerc 3wane i1 eto scholdo, 1 ms. it

And hidere njcin wel softo : 3 wane ich mi-sulf wolde,

Ich halsni fe a-godes name : fat fou wende to Marcilie,

And with mine freond with-oute blame : loke wel fat fou spilie : 588

)5ou gret wel Martha, mi eoster, ofte : and mi brofer lozar//*,

And al-so gret ofte swife wel : fene bischop Maximus,

And si'io hem wel ichullo comen : a-sonenday at eue,

witli hcom for-to wonio : and euero with hoom bi-leue— 592

For ischal to paradis : newene fram heom fare,

Akc mi bodi, for-sofo i-wis : bi-leue schal with heom fare ;

Scije heom fiat huy kepen me : aftur fe mid-nijhte,

For fare ich hopie for-to beo : foru godea swete mijhte." 596

U jjis holie preost him wende forth : and dude hire herinde anon

To fie bischop maximum : ase heo bad him don.

)5e holie bischop Maximus : was glad of fat sonde,

And for fat tifingue he fonkedo god1 : and to him heold up is

honde; • •/. t. lopn , t* )»w» 600

hire soster and hire brofer : weren far-of wel fayn :

" Xou comez oure Maister sone : fe marie Maudeleyn 1 "

Of )>is ilke tyfingues : huy weren swife glad

J3.1t huy hodden i-heord— : ake some weren of-drad 604

Jjat huy bi-trayde weren. : ake fe bischop Maximus

wnste wel fat hit was sothz— : to seon hire he was Ioyous,

And to witen hire stat cuer-eclulel : he was wel coralous.

H For-to seon fane Messager : feno sonen-nyjht he wakede, 608

And al ny^ht was in heore queer : and his oresones he makede,

lii-fore fe heije Auter ore louerd he bad : fat he moste i-seo

)3e Maudeleynes face : fat he fe gladdore mijhte beo. [iw. iw]

Sone aftur fe Midnijht : are ani koc him crev, 612

)3are cam a wonder inucho li^ht : ake no wynd fare no blev,

J3« Aungles comen fram heouene : and broujliten fe Marie,

huy sciden fe salmus seouene : and fe letanie ; • «a uMm hm

Fram Jie eorfe huy gonne hire holden1 : swife longue stounde, 616



480 MAIIY MAGDALENE IS SHRIVEN BY BISHOP MAXIMU8, WES, AND

GOES STRAIGHT TO HEAVEN. ST. YPOLITE.

J>e jwyle heomakede hire preyere : and sethfe lieten hire togrounde.

po cam wit hire swuch a smul : among heom euerech-on,

In churche, in halle and in hour : fat ewuch ne smulden huy neuerer

non. i«/.in»k »ib«k 619

H )3e bischop, for fe muchcle lijjlit : and for fat swotc smullingue,1

Sumdel fare-fore he was a-fcrd : and a luyte him drovj bi-hiude.1

Marie turnede, of wordes freo : and of vilenio quijt and sker,

And seide, "fader, jwy woltfou fi doujter lleo ? : a-bid and cum

me ner ! "

he saijh hire neb, and turude a-jcin : so bright so sonne-bem, 624

Of fat swetc Maudeleino : so lijjht so ani leom.

H lieo saide, "fader Maximus : par seinte charite, > j* To inn ihonw

Schrift and hosel ich juyrne1 : sono fou graunle it mo 1 "

Jiuy cleopeden alio fe preostos : and fo clerkus euerccb-on 628

And alle fo ofur ministres : and dnden hire willo a-non.

Leo it a-ueng wepinde : with guod deuotion, 630

And wel sore sichinde : hco lay hire-sulf a-doun,

11 And seide, "Ihara, fat dealest opon fe trco : al mi stat fou wost;

Into fine hondene ich bi-take fe : mi lijf and mi gost."

Auon-rijht heo jaf up hire lijf : and hire gost, i-wis. 634

heo was i-lad with-outcn strif : anon-rijht to paradys.

J>e bischope foujhte murie : and fe clerkcs echon,

And a-non-ri^ht gonno hire burien : in a Marbre-ston.

f Seue nijht fare-aflur-ward : fat day fat heo i-bured was, 638

Kijht and day fat smul was fare— : it was a wonder cas.

]3e bischop foujhte murie : and bad, jwane he ded were,

J}at Men him scholden burien :-bi-siden hire rijht fere.

Of fe Maudeleine : fis is fe rijhte endingue. 642

God us schilde fram peyue - and to heouene us bringue I ArueN

67 [Ypolyt]

SEint ypolyt fe Martyr : knybt was of gret honour,

pat wuste seint laurence in prisone : foruj heste of fe Aurapcrour,

And forujh him turnde to cristindom : and his maine al-so,

And burede him ful stilleliche : fo he was to defe. i-do. 4

% ])o he hadde seint laurenco i-bured : and hit was vnder-jite,
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CRUELLY BEATEN WITH WHIPS AND STAVES.

Mo" ortreuweden fat he cmtine wore : ase buy mijhten wel fo i-wile.

Jj-'iie fridde day aftur : fat seint laurence i-bured was,

Ypolyt wende to is owcno hous : ase it were bi cas ; 8

Al bis mayno be grette fay re : and jaf heom part al-so

Of fo niilsfole dede fat ho liaJJe : on soint laurence i-do.

H fiis mcyne, Jjat al cristino was : fair semblaunt him made i-noujh,

And sonc fo it time was : toward J>e mete him drovj. 12

J)o fat bord was i-leid : and ho was )>arto i-sete,

And his mete bi-fore him i-broujht : er he hadde oujt i-jete, [M.i«t>.]

))o knyjhtes comen in ato jate : lufere men i-nowe,

bi-fore decius fo Aumperour : wel filliche him drowe. 16

H J}o decius i-saijh him furst : a-buscmaro he louj,

And seide : "ypolyt, hou gez fis? : turnste to fe woujbt

honoure ore godes, ich [fo] redo : and do ore hcsle sono,

And do, ase fou art hiende knijht : aso foil aujtcst for-to done I " 20

H " Sire, ich babbo," quatb ypolyt : " in folie longuo i-beo

And in vnconncsso mi lijf i-lcoucd : ase man Jiat no coufo ise ;

Ake noufe ich am to god i-turnd— : to late i dude so !

pou do bi me al fat fou canst : for non ofur i-nelle do." 24

U "No I neltfou 1 " quat fis Aumperur : " fou schalt i-leue me,

Ase wo scruedon laurence er : wo schullen nou sorui fe 1 " '«i.o«.

" Jo, god it1 jeuo," quath fis holio man : "fat it were bi me noufe

Ase it mid him is fat fou nemmest : rijht noufo with lufere moufe 1 "

H "Go" forth," quath fis Aumperour : "inino tormontores, a-non,

And streputh naked fis lufere fcf : rijht to flecks and bon I" 30

J3is tormentores wel jaro were : to don fat sorie dodo.

])<-•■ holio man, fo ho was naked : to fe Aumperour he seide ; 32

pis holio man seide,1 " wunstou, wrcchche, to make me naked 1 : nay

foil, i-wis, > )>U-Midt a/, om.

Ake fou bi-guinnest rafur to clofie me : with Ioye of heoueno Mis."

% "Ximez a-non," quath fo Aumperour : "and tormentiez him wel

fasto I "

)>> tormentores al rcdie weren : and heor clofes of huy caste, . 36

Wif scourges and with staucs al-so : huy beoten bim ase huy weren

wode,

And al defouleden is holie bodi : fat is limes ronnen a-blode ;

LEGENDS OF SAINTS. I I



482 BT. YFOLITB 18 RICHLY CLAD AND SBT ON HIGH, BUT STILL

BEFU8ES TO WOK8HIP IDOLS. HE IS TIED TO THE TAILS OF WILD COLTS.

So longuc, fat buy [worio] wereu : and fare-fore stillo buy stodo.

)>e Aumperour bi-heold hcoru fasto : with fill sorio mode. 40

H ph holie man, fo him smcrt sore : ludo to grede ho gan :

" Ich bonki fe, louerd ieau crist : for ich am cristine man." 42

" Nimez him," quath fe Aumperour : " and lcdez him up on heijh I "

huy broujhten him up-on an he1 de-grece : fat muche2 folk him i-seijh,

And duden on him is noble8 robe : bat he werede er ' Vl^'.'f * *,' *",t
' * on tue margin.

pe jwyle he was so noble knyjht : and of so gret power. 4G

H ))o he stod al-so quoynteliche : ase men him grebi mijhte,

" Ypolyt," quath be Aumpsrour : " noufe fou hast fine ri^hte.

bi-fench fe wuch a man fou art : and jwuch a knyjht1 fou hast i-bco,

Noble and hemic, ase fou juyt schalt : jif fou wolt fe bi-seo ; 50

bi-fench fe of fat fou hast i-haucd : of f i noblo digncte, > » k. om. in Aih.

And bi-lef here in ore compaynie : ase fou were or with me I "

IT " Sire Aumperour," quath [fis] holie Man : " for noujht fou

spext so :

For a newe knyjht ich am bi-come : n'ewo bataylo to do ; 54

Godes knyjht of heoueno ich am : and al ini willc bo is

jjat ich in his batayle be1 : sone i-mortred, i-wis." > Adi.**™

po was fe Aumperour wrotli i-novjh : he cleopedo Valerian,

his Instise, fat was schrowe i-novj : and a swife lufor man ; 58

" Nim," he seide, " fis foule fef : and with a strong torment IM. iwj

bring him of liue, ase fou mijht : with hard Iuggemcnt ;

And wiend furst horn to is fingue : and nim al his gnod,

For euerech del ich jiuo it fo : and his flcchs and his blod." 62

% To fis holie marines hous : fe Instise wtndo a-non,

Al his maynie he fond fare : cristine euerechon ;

Ech aftur ofur he liet heom nime : and tormenti sore i-novj ;

And bi-foro fis holie man : ech aftur ofur drouj > a»>>. m« 66

And ech aftur ofur bi-foro his oijono : with gret torim-nt he1 slovj :

he liet alio heore hauedene smitcn of : with schondnesse and wouj.

H J)o huy weren bi-fore fis holie man : alle to defe i-broujht, 69

And fe Iustise i-saijh fat he ne mijhte : fare-with tuyrne is foujlit,

wilde eoltes and strongue : he liet f.tte atfe laste

And bi fe fet fisne holie man : to heore taylo he bond fasto, 72

And liet fe eoltes eorno for'.h. : wel luyte huy wolden a-bide,
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HORSES TILL HE DIES. HE IS THE PATRON SAINT OF HORSES.

Ake orncn and drowen }>eno holio Man : al-a-boute wcl wide,

)3oni} scharpe brcres and Jjornes : and opo manic an hardo stone ;

)je pcccs fullcn )>icko a-boute : of his fie'che fram fc bone. 76

So longue.bat ho liet Jiat lif— : his doth was strong i-novj,

Jwaue ech of bis wild© coltos : at heore taylo him drovj I

•J Ore loucrd hat ofto for his lone : fair miracle i-do

On hors bat wcrcn to him i-raete : and on coltcs al-so. 80

Mnnie Men habbuth i-said bare-fore : jwano liuy jcino to hors toko :

" Ore louerd and scint ypoly t : J>is hors saue and lokc 1 "

bidde we nou)>c scint ypolyt : }>at he ore erindo bcodc, 83

J)at mcrci he1 habbo of us alio : and off alle ]>at habbuth neode.*

AmoN. • at g«a

> After the Saints' lives, follow in MS. Laud: 68. Savings of St. Bernard.

69. Vision of St. Paul (both ed. by me in Htrrig't Archit, 1874). 70. Debate of

body and soul. 71. Harelok. 72. King Horn (ed. in Htrritfi Archiv, 1873) ; after

this, 3 more legends written by a later hand, of which I add two in the Appendix.

J i SI





ST. BLASE DWELLS IN THE DESEKT, AND CURK8 SICK BEASTS. 465

ALL WILD BEASTS OBEY HIM. UK IS TAKEN UEKOBE TUB JUSTICE.

s

APPENDIX.

[The following tiro Legends are added at the end of IIS. Laud

by a later hand.']

73 Vita & passio tancli Blasii maxlt/ris.

eynt blase wel clone lyf ladJe, wifoute any hore ; [M. ss b.]

In fe loml of capadoce fis godeman was I-boro.

il'nr liis godnetise cristenemen bisschop him wolde make ;

Nolde lie nat of swich power, ac gan it anon for-suko. 4

flor he it nolde in none manere, he Hoy out of )>e londe

In wildernesse to a dep valeye, .J.1 fer he gan to astonde. • j — A.

I'ryueliehe he wonede for, .J. hudde him swife longe,

And seruede god wel ; in penance he duelde swife strange. 8

Wilde bcstes fat fer were, a-boute him comen fikke,

[3] solaseden him, for ho was one ; his lymes fei wolden likke.

Whan any of hem sike were, to him ho1 wolden a-non, > — bm, hi

And arst ar ho hem blessede, nane fot fro him noldcn goo. 12

r.ili sik bcste sone hoi was whan fei haddc his blessinge ;

)3oru godes grace fro fer to him he comen for fis fingge.1— ' T- '*-'*

)ic Infer iimtise of fe lond, fat het agrycolas,

his men to hunten owt he seute, fer fis gode man was. 16

As fei wenden, hem foute wo under f he so fewe deer founde.

lie bc-hulde into fe depe : fo seye fei on fe groundo

Swife fele der a-boute aman, fat he1 sat hem a-mydde ■ «/.»m.

A-kne, 3 be-held to heuene-ward, his beden forto bydde ; 20

))esc bcstes a-louten alle to him-ward. In gret fout fes honten were ;

lie wcnten 3 tolde fe Iustise al fat fei seye fore,

he het hem a-jen wende 3. him1 seche, jif fei him1 fonde fei- gon,

Any cristene man, fat hi scholde to-fore him bringge a-non. Jj^^J- 24

)3o je3 comen .3. soint blase founde, he seyden : " fou schalt ary'se

3. come wif ous, 3 spoke anon wif fe heye Iustise." * = iw. h«

" Mine leue nones," seiut blase soydo, ** 3c ben to mo welcome ;

fl'or now ich wot fat IIicdu crist to me hauef 301110 I-noino. 28
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WOLF I1UINO BACK A FIO He's CARRIED OFF.

Go we nou for)) in ln's name, Icli wot lie wile vh lede ;

Ne leue]> nat to don be me al fat lie 5011 1 scde." > at. joure m»iitcr

As fiei ladde J? is holy man toward be Iiixti.se,

Prccliinde lie turnede many on to ouro louerdes seruise ; 32

BIynde .3. deue .3 dombe also .3. J)' ober siknesse hadde,

Many on to liele he bronjtlic, als me him forjj ladde ;

Wilde bestes bat sike were, ourne to hiin also

As men him ladde, .3. fette here hele als bei hadde first i-do.— 36

A jong child, als he et1 his mete, a bon schet in his brote ; ' M9.hu

Al astrangled 3 ded it lay, bo it was in i-scliote.

liis moder nadde no child bote bat ; greth doel 30 made wib-alle,

To-fore seint blase je bar bis child .3. as wo<l gan doun falle, 40

3 bad he scholde hire sone hele. bis god man his bond vp nom

3. blesse[de] it : 3 bat bon out schet, 3 bat child hoi bo-com.

" Louerd," seyde bis gode man, " grante me a bone :

Jpat man in what yuel biddeb to me, I-here him wel sone 44

3if he seye bese wordea to be : ' louerd cryst, bin ore 1 [W. »a>]

(for loue of seint blase, bi sergeant, help [me] of bis1 sore 1 ' " » MS. hu

In worschipe of godes holy name, whoso him bid bis bone

ffur loue of seint blase in good entente, he worb i-herd wel sone.— 48

A pouere wif-man ber was also, bat bote on sowe hadde j

• wolf Hwey to wode it ber. on seint blase loude 30 gradde

Jjiit be scholde of hire swyne helpo. seint blas« low a-nnn.

"Ne dred te nobiug of be wolf, bei he be an yuel swon 1 52

u A-byd, mayster, 3 com o^eyn 3 bring bis swyn a-now1 ' %&£*££?' u

To bis pore wifman, pat hab berto betere ry3t ban bou I "

)3e wilde beste com njen 3 bat swyn donn a1 leydo ' r. tins

Al hannles ale wydewe fot, as be holy man him seyde. 66

lT.>r ber nas no wildo beste bat he nadde to bis beste,

(Tor he hym1 held, as 30 habbeb i-herd, 3 made wib hem gret feste.—

po lie at-foro be iustise cam, u wel-come, blase," ho seyde, • r. iwm

" jjou louest oure godes 3 art here frend ; be willen be wisso 3 rode." 60

" heil be tou, iustise," seint blase seyde, " 3 alio bat be i-scb I

Ne clepe nat bes godes so fair a name, for pure deflen be beb.

(for who y eoere1 on hem boleucb, scbullen into* helle pyne

Eue 3. euere tormentud be, be lord 3 ek his hyne." ' o(. hi ft how ' mi. in 64

Jjis iustise for wrabbe anou let hym strepe al nakud,

[3] wib harde skourges on hym legge ; many wounde on him was makuil.

Euere he seyde, us men hym beet : " 3e ne turneb nat my bout ;

My louerd ihetu is al myn help, .1 ne drede 3011 ryjt nowtb." 68

JX» ho hym hadde longe i-bete bat he wery were,
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TEIROW IDOLS INTO THE WATER, AND ARE BURNT FOR JT.

he htm deden in strong prison, to tormenten him fere.

))at wifinnn pat seint bloso haddo po swyn po wolf bc-nome,

j)o fat lie in prison was, 3 J>e tidinge to hire icomo, 72

Je slot] put swyn, 3 bar to1 sciut blase bopc heucd 3 feet ' •/.«•>.

To po prison, wel ' y-sode ; 3 J>e godeinan par-of etb. • Ms. w»i ml

•■ Wifinan," lie soyde, " for pe kyndencsse pou bast me her I-do,

wcxo 3 ccbo pine bestcs scbulle, 3 pin opcr ping also. 76

J euorich [man] hcr-afteward put mo lianep in myndo

3 bonourcp me wip any of his orf, al pullce bcsto kynde

pronen it scbal po bet wip him, 3 al pat him comep to ;"

Akno ho bad to onre lonerd crist pat it moste ben so.— 80

Atfore pe iustiso an oper day seint blase was i-brout

);.> ho i-say pat be ne myjlto ajen god torne his pout,

Mid ropes him hengen1 on a tre. be-ncpe per stode I-nowe ■ ar.lilli.liim

Tormentoitrs wip oules kene, 3 al his fless to-drowe ; 84

na men wip combes wolle to-draup, his fless per-wip he tere.

i'.nerc preehedo pis holy man, as pei him noping nere.

!)■> he hym ne myjiti-n so ouer-coine, to prison 03011 him here—

ffor his lymes him nolde here, so he to-drawe were. 88

as me bar pe godemnn, he strcmede al o-blode. [M. t*» b.]

scue wifmen pat cristcno were, be-hehle [pis]1 as pei stode: ' om.

)3ei 3eden 3 gadercden of pe blod, for it was holden relik,

J}cr-wip hem sinere 3 sum to wyte, to sinere perwip pe Bike. 92

\X> pe lupere men pis i-seye, . faste ho hem toke,

3 bad hem honure hero godes; .3 al pat ho for-soke.

J)ci seyde : "3our godes vn-clene bep, p«-foro 30 vs hem lene,

3 bring hem to pe faire water, we schiillen hem wassche clene, 96

3 we hem willep honure, als 30 vs willep rede."

Jjis [inst isc] was 173th glad ; his godes to po water he let lede. ■ corr. to u« >

])es wifmen nomen pese mauinettes, wan pider 3c1 were bi-swonke,

3 casten hem into pe depe water; a-non po schrewen sonken. 100

" Xou we biddep 30U seloe helpup,1 oper jouru - myjtte is schronke.

Why nclle he nut comen vp to helpe 30U ? Ioh wene he bep a-dronko."

Jjcs wreches wip poles 3 wip hokes here godes a-non soute ; J,|!j;2Jm1j{j1£J

wip drery cliero 3 vnnepe he hem to londe broutthe. ••Pinw

J)is Iustiso was for wrappe wod, loudo he gradde 3 chidde ; 105

A wel strong fur he let per make .3 caste pes wifmen amyddo.

welled led 30 prewen on hem, vnnepe it pouto hem warm ;

))at fur be-gan to quenche a-non ; non of hem nadde harm. 108

wel wrop was pis Iustiso po, 3 wel loude gradde ;

ho horn let hongo opon a tre, as he arst seiut blase liadde.
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CANNOT BE DROWNED, HEATHENS CAN.

wif oules he to-drowcn liero floss, as he be-nefe stode j

Nod ofer fan whyt my Ik out of hem coin, in electa of here blode. 112

Euere J>e more meu hem to-drowe, |>e gladdero lie wore ;

•' Siro Iustise, it is for nout, pus1 ne quellcst vs nat to-jere. • r.J>«

3if fou vs wilt don ofer fing, bringge it sone to ende,

pat we raowe to Ilicsu crist ; we wilnef filler wendo." 11C

ph Iustise hot fat me scholde here heuedes of smyte anon.

Jjese wyfman to-ward here martirdom glade gonne gou.

bat on wifman hadde tweye sones, fat cristcne were also ;

he wepe for here inoder def, he nuste neuere elles what do ; 120

j}ei hengen on hire, 3 nulden hire fro nat 0 fote gon,

3e sworen 30 wolden fan def a-fongo wif hire per a-non.

Gret doel hadde j>e moder of hem, for 30 of elde nere ;

3e ne1 myjtte it for noting so fat fei martircd were,8 J J1/*!"'."more. *^4

lie cricde opon f e tormentoures f' he hem ne sscholde sle :

3 he hem let here wey so jonge olyne gon aje,

And nome 3 sinyten fe heuedes of fese wifmen alle seuene.

Anngles fere soules alle ladde to fe blisso of heuene. 128

be children gret dol for here moder maden in alle wyse ;

too me nolde hem asle, he ronne to pa iustise,

J soydo fiat ;e cristcne were, 3 fat his lawe naa nawth,

3 fat he scholde myd his godes to py ne of hclle ben brouth. 132

pa iustise let fes children nyuie, fei y. jonge were ;

In depe prison 30 weren i-cast, to torincnteu hem fere.

Wei glad were fes junge, fo je were y-nomo, [W. tso]

ffor he hopeden y-martired be, 3 to hcueue-blissc come. 136

)3o let fe Iustise anon after seint blaso sonde,

3 het him1 honure here godes, 3 his font sone wende. ■ Ms.hr-..

" It is for nniit, " Beint blase seyde, " fou ne schalt it nat make

bat ich wreohe stones honure, 3 lhe*u crist for-sake. 140

Do wif my body what fou wilt, of whom fou hast power ;

Of my soule ne hast fou [non], it nis nat in f i power."

ber was a water swyf0 depe : fe iustise atte laste,

flbr-to adranche fis holy man, amyddes he let him caste. > MS.rpfro 144

Signe of fe crois seiut blase made : vp1 fe water he }ede dreye,

Vp 3 doun als vpe druye lond, ne my^to fo water him nuye.

" Wreche," he seyde, " her fou myjt se wich is godes myjth 1

Loke jif joure godes so hardi be fat fei l doron here a-lyjth 1 " 148

flSfue 3 sixti of proute hynen lupen iuto fe water a-non, ^^.•Ji"^ ,p

3 trcste to ineche to here godes, 3 adreynten euerichon.

bo weren fo fat atode a-rowe,1 ecb be ofer as fei stode, ' £■£,w°£r*
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TO HIM REMOVES BONES STUCK IN FOLK'S THROATS.

per no dorste non of hem to Jiero go for depe of pe flodo. 153

Scint blase jedo vp 3 doim, 3 an aungel to liim com

3 sey ile : " )>ou take )>e blisse of licucno pom pi martirdoro ! "

])\a godeman ponkedo ili«iu crist, p' liis aungel to him sonde ;

3 bo liis [fon]1 ne dorste comen liym ney, ajen to londe he wende.

lio seyde : "uou 30 ben agast forto comen to me, >om.af.)wof-«r

I come to 3011 in godes name, for I 3011 nelle fle."

p<> schon liis face as pc sonne, wip leme swipe bryjtlio ;

J}cr nas [non] bat for bryjthnesso his face sen1 myjthe. ' MS. ^mb 160

Jjer were eyjtte 3 twenti men .3 sixti men also

jjat leucden ill god for be miracle bat pore was I-do.

I-nome he were wib pis gode man, to-fore be iustiso ben brouth.

pe iustiso bad scint blase 3 hem change here font 164

))o he sey pci nnlde it do, he hct1 his men a-non > Ms. ut

to smyten of wipoute bo toun hero hefdes euerichon.

pea twey children in prison were ; loude he gonne grede

j).it me hem scholde to martyrdom wib scint blase lode, 168

3 seyden : " wharto wilie1 vs wyte, wreches, in pis hnrne? * — wUj«

ffor nawth it is pat 30 wenep oure pout fro gode turne."

Mo nomen pe children 3 ladden hem forp wip opere to martirdom.

Scint blase him sat doun nkne, po he pider coin : 172

" Loucrd iliMU, jif it is pi wille, ano bone bidde I. pe :

Jif pat any man in his annuy hahbc myndo of me,

In cas of peryl oper of yuel, oper jif per is I-schote

Bon oper stre, oper opur ping I-comen1 in manncs prote, ■ •/. latoiaj 170

3 he bidde myn help to pe, be daye oper be nyjtte,

(iraimte mo pis bone, swete ilirsu, for pin holy mijtte.

Jif any man assiguep aut of his in pe honour of me, CM. *»t>.]

Of corn, of orf, of oper ping, Loucrd, ich bidde po 180

))iit al his ping mote1 pe bc'tere preue, for pi swete myjthe." ■ •i.mn.

pet cam fram heuene a bryjth myst 3 an-oward him a-lyjthe;

)3er-iiine ouro louerd lyjtto adoun, to pis holy man he seyde :

" Blase, my leue trend, bo ghul, of dep haue pou no drede 1 184

Al pi bone i pe graunte pat pou hast beden here.

lieye pe nou, 3 comep wip me, pou 3 pine twey1 fere 1 " la*.triw«

he was so glad pat god wip him spak 3 grauntede him his bone,

" Dop," seyde ho to pe tormentores, " al pat 30 habbep to done." 188

pe tormentores smyten of his heued, .3 alio his foran also,

3 pe twey childre, pat glad were he myjtten come per-to.

Sehast hyjtte pat cite per seint blase was i-bore,

3 per his heued was of y-smyto—him scharaode n«t pcrforo. -102
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CHASTITY IS GUARDED BT AN ANGEL.

Jjc bone bat he hndde i-bedo, crigtenemen it vnderstode :

In be lionurancc of eeint blase lie parteden of here gode :

]}e betero prenede al here1 god, .3. jeth it dob al-so, ' JS^^JIJ*1"

In be stede wher his ymage in, . bei fimleb it wel y-do. 19C

J who is in stable beleue, 3 wille to sein blase crye,

3 jifne of liia good in honur of hym, god nelle nat for him lye.

God leue bat we parti mote of be lieye blisso

Jjert- bat seiut blase is Inne i-brout, bat we ber-offe ne mysse. aincn

74 Vita & passio sancte Cecilie virginis & martim

Seinte Cecilie, of noble kynde I-bore 30 was at rome;

Onre loncrd crist jc louede wel ar 30 fram cradel come.

Stilleliche 30 hire let bapti3e, as we fyndcn I-wryte ;

To ouro louerd crist 30 bad 3erne hire niaydcnliod to wyte. 4

So bat born strengbe of hire frendes I-spouscd 36 was to a man

Of grct noblcye 3 of richesso, his name was Vallcrian.

Jjis mayde wercde robe of pal 3 clobes awibe riche,

Gift laundcs 3 trcssonrcs of gold—be here next hire liche. 8

Whane 36 herdc menslrales song, . 30 song in hire inenstralcic,1

pis mayde stiliche song of god 3 of his nioder marye. J *"^n^e"^* m' T1**

A vers of be psalter hire song was, wer-on was mast hire bout :

"Lot, louerd, myn hcrtc wiboi-te wem be, b' it confundet be nautl" 12

A-ny3t as 3e was in riche bed wib hire lord i-brouth,

Sone he hadde of folyo bis clenc mayde bc-sout.

" Swete herte," bis mayde seyde, " for loue boil hast to rue,

Granute me y mowe bo telle a litel pryuete, 16

J)at ich me mowe berof schryuo, 3. b' bou it wille hole."

" Ccrtcs, Iemman," bis 3iingman seyde, " nobing tello I nolo."

" Sucte lemnian," bis maydo seyde, " in wardo icham I-do :

An aungel of heucne is my wardeyn, 3 my Iemman fer-to. 20

Wel faste lie stant her bi me. 3 if he vndci^ete

)}at bou he-nome my maydenhod, nobing nolde he lete

)3at he ne wolde harde smyte, 3 be-nyme be Jii myjtte [foi.tn]

Of bi 3ongne8se 3 of noble stut, for bou ne myjth wib him fyjttlie. 24

Ac yt he wiste bou louedest me in gode loiio 3 cleue,

Wytte1 he wolde be als he deb me, 3 al yuel fro be 3006." ' us. wjtu?

"Jif bou wilt," seydo Vallerian, "bat ich I-Ieue bis,

Jjen angel bou most me schewe, bat I se hym I-wia ; 28

3 wanne I bat sobe i-se, bat bou hast sob i-seyd,

In clenease for-sobe bi wille I do, al after ti red.

Jif I M bat in folye bou loucat anobcr bun me,
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CHRISTIAN, AND ON GOING HOME SEES CECIUa's GUARDIAN ANGEL.

No-Jing ne schal 3011 liclpc, bat I ne sle liim 3 J>c." 32

"Swete herte," seyde bat mayde, "3 bou wilo bo aungel se,

})ou most bilcucn on Ilmu crist 3 I-cristned be, ' Ms. wyt.«?

5 sen him Jjoii sclialt jif bou wilt so ; lie be wile wytte1 fro belle,

So gret ioye of oure loue acli.il be bat no tunge ne may telle. 36

Ac henno ouer bre niyle bou most gon be wey to1 apye ; *«*••?

))cre [pore] men bou sclialt fyude on Ilie«u crist faste cryc,

Sey f>' ich to hem be sende, 3 b' lie be teche anon

Wliar is scint vrban be lioli old man, for bou most to bim gon, 40

ffor priue counseil bou wilt wib liim spoke. 3 he be echal baptijo.

J banno bou sclialt ban angel se, 3 do as he be wile wise."

Vallerian a-ros a-non, as oure loucrd liim jaf wille,

To be slcdo bo mayde bad he wende forb wel stille. 44

)jos pore men him tante a-non to be olde seint vrban ;

he fond him in an old for-late stede, bat1 wonede neuere man, > r.Nr

Among puttes 3 burieles als men cristene men breu

After bat he martired were, men anye kneu (!) 48

To his feet he fol a-doun a-kno, als-sone as1 [he] to him come, > owHIm*.

J seyde bat cesilio send him bider to asken cristendome.

" Lonerd, I-herd be bi inyjtte," scyde seint vrban,

" Weber bis be bat Lubero werreor men clepub vallcrian ? 52

Were cecilie haue him now y-inad, liim b' was so wilde

J more tyrant ban any wolf, als a loinb he is1 now mylde? " 1 01n.hr 1,

j)o com ber go a swibe old man a lyjttbe fro heiione ber,

hor, wib whyte vestemens, a swibe fair wryt he ber. 56

Jjo vallerian it1 I-sey, a-doun he fel for drede ; > «/. i.im

Seint vrban nom him vp a^en . 3 gau him forb lede.

j)is halowe of licneiio tok him bat wryt, 3 bad him forto rede.

Vullerian tok it anon, & bus be wordes sede : GO

" On1 loucrd is, .3. on bi-leue, .3 on baptijinggo, ■ Ms. our»

On god .3 fader of alle bat beb, b' oueral is .3 in eche bingge."

"I-leuestou bis," quab seint vrban, "bat bou dost her I-se?"

"J)er nis nobing," (juab bis ober, "bat bet to leue be." 64

After bis whyte man ho bo-held ; he nusto wher he bc-cam.

Seuit vrban liim nom a-non, 3 jaf him cristendora.

To suin Cecilie he wente ajen, bo he was bare is fulle : [ aLtu bj

he fond hire chambre ly^tli wib-innc, .3 swibe swote smulle. 68

he fond cecilie, his gode spouse, 3 an aungel wib hire stonde,

l!i yjttere ban any leme1 ; twey garlondes he haddo on honde, ■ MS. km*

Of rose 3 of lilie Bwote ; bat on, cecilie he tok,

3 but ober, vallerian, as we fyudcu in bok. 72



492 ST. CECILIA AND HER HUSBAND GET GARLANDS OF LILIES AND

R08ES FROM THE ANGEL. THEY CONVERT THEIR BROTHER T1BUBS.

" Wytef fis wif trcwc loue, wif chaste body 3 clene,

Ich hem habbe fro heueoe i-broiijth, oure lord hem dob 30U lene ;

ffor-falewe ne olde willc fei nat, ac euerc lie willef laste.

Two manere floures fer beb on, nelle neucre here lieu caste ; 76

pe lilie be-toknef joure maydcuhod, b' is so wliyt 3 swote,

Jje rose be-tokneb joure martirdom ; for fer-on deye 30 mote.

And for fou dest, vallerian, cecilie red so sone,

What fou be-sekest of my lord, he wille be graunte sone." 80

"I ne wille1 nobing so miche," seyde vallerian, ■ mLwtmt

'* Bote1 fat Tiburs,* my brober, wif me were cristenemao." J Mg_Ajib„ft

' Mi lord," qurtb bis aungel, " wile 3111011 bat ilke grace,

3 bofe 30 schulle I-inartired be at o tyme, in o place." 84

J)e aungel [wende] wib bis word, he nuste whcr he be-com.

Jjis two clene fingges ioye I-now ecli of ofer noin.

Tiburs com to chambre 3 spac1 wib his brober fere : ' adsipiin

lie stod 3 be-held al-a-boute als he nuste wher he were ; 88

" Brofer," he seyde, " hou gof fis ? fis tyme of fe jera

So swote smul ne smelde I neuere, me finkf, as I do here I

Jjei fis hous were ful of newe roses 3 of lylie also,

I ne myjttc hem versschere smelle, me finkf , fan I now do. 92

So ful ich am al of fe smul, 3 so muche it is in my font,

Jjat Ich am for-sofe in an-ofcr wytte I-brouth."

" Leue brofer," quaf vallerian, " garlandes wo habbef here

Of floures fat fou ne mj^t i-se bote fou were oure fere. 9G

als fou hast fane swote sinel far-of for oure bone,

3if fou wilt be-leue as we, fou myjt sen hem sone."

" Lcue brofer," seyde fis ofer, " whefur it be sof fis,

Ofel I stonde in matyngge .3 mete fat so it is ? " 100

"In metyngge," quaf vallerian, "we habbef euere I-be;

Nou we ben ferst of slepe a-waked, nou we mowe ferst i-se."

" Scstow nou bet," quaf fis ofer, " fan fou hast er I-do ? "

*' Je," seyde vallerian, " wel sone1 me be-houef so, >tL«n. 104

fibr my lordes aungel of heueno haf I-joue me sj^th ;

J for oure loue he fe schal also, jif fou wile leue a-ryjth."

J}o seyde fis holy niayde : " tibors, leue brufcr,

What ben maumettes bote wrechedhede ? fou seat on hem Don ofer.

Ne sestou fat fese maumets ben mad of old tre ?

))ing f* ne may him-sulf helpo, hou my3te it hel[p]e fe?" [M. uij 110

" No-fing nis sofere," quaf tibors,1 " fanne fat fou hast i-seyd ;

Gydiere be were fan any beste fnt nolde don fi red." > us. titan* 112

Seinte cecilie him custe a-uou : " leue tiburs," be seyde,



ST. CECIMA STATS AT HOME WHILE IIER ntJSBAND AND HIS 493

BROTHER BURT MARTYRS. THEY ARE TAKEN UP FOB IT.

" To-day bou sclialt my broker be, fur Jjou wilt don be rede.

jjoru clene loue 3 good be-lene bi brober my spouse is,

JJar-Jjoni bou sclialt be-come also my broker wlien bou art his. 116

Mid Vallerian bou most go to be bissuhop Vrbau

J be cristned, 3 do also as lie be rede can."

" Is bat vrban," qua)) tibnrs, " fat so jerne hab be soujtli,

))nt jare hab be ficme 3 hud ? 3 3 IT lie were for)) broujth, 120

flbr-beme he sclioldo, 3 we also, jif we wib liiin were ;

! mi fi; while we heuene soujtlion, for-barnd we scholde hen here."

" Jif ber nere," qunb bis mayde, " onlirhe bote bis lyf,

1T0I lie were bat it wolde [lese] fur any-maner strif ; 124

? scbe ber is so nniry lif ber bat we scliulle after a-fonge,

iTnl is bat nelle a whyle ben wo, to be in ioye so longe."

" Leue brober," quob tiburs, " bou haue merci of ine

J led mo to fat godo man, ich be-seche be." 128

))at o brober bat ober ladde to be bisscliop Vrban ;

par he for-sok his foulc lawe, 3 be-cam cristcne man.

Tiburs, bo lie com ajen, ban aungel sey a-non

jjut cecilie him hadde be-hotc, in be diamine wib hire gon.— 132

Cccilie, for }e wyfinan was, at horn je moste a-byde ;

Ak beBe breberen, bat men wero, a-Loute wenten wyde,

And whane ine niartyrcdcn cristenemen, bider he woldon gon

J stele to whan1 he niyjtte best, 3 burien hem2 a-non. 1 j}a!hii'0m ^

Als bei burieden twey godemen bat y-martired wero,

Coino be emperoures men .3 nomen hem ryjt j)ero. ' at. m. • us. him

Tu-fore bo Iustise he wcren i-brouth. bei1 askede hem1 a-non:

" Who made 3011 so liardi to bin ic be emperoures foon, 140

)3e inys-bi-leuede trichours bl were a)cn oure lawe,

))iit wib ryjth Iugement of be lond were i-brout of dawe?"

'• Sire, we wolde," bis obere seyde, " bat we worbi wero

bore knuties furto habbe I-be, bat bou let quelle bare ! 144,

lie leften bing bat nas nawt, bei it semblance hadde,

3 toke good bing bat was 3 worb .3. no semblance nadde.

))e worldes ioye, bat hub semblance, fur sn[(>e] nawt it nys ;

And bei be blisse of lieuen binko lite, . mteliul 3 swete it is." 148

" Beans amys, me bynkb bat je ben wude :

worbe he is to habbe wo, who-so no keput nat of gode."

"In wynter," quob Vallerian, " Idel men sitten 3 drynkun,

To bismere he leyen here1 tilien bat a-lioute aowynge swynkob ; 152

In heruest, whan be swynkeres moweb fair schef 3 good 3 rype, >a/.«^*

1 In raeseyse 30 mowen gon vp $ doun, he nabbeb neucre agripe :



494 bt. Cecilia's husband and his brother are martyred.

8hk buries them, and is brought bepore the justice.

Als we scliulle for ouro t runny] In Uisse type atte ende, i< fol. mb.)

wltanne jo scliulle for joure ioye to belle wcpynde wendo." 156

" Ek he1," spydo pe Iustise, " pat Lordes ecltolde be, > ml. w

Be); lasse worb ban swiche wreches, fat nolde ncuere be?"

" Certes," qua)) vallerian, " bou art laRse i-told

J)an ia a saly beggere ajen god, ne be bou nenere so bold." ICO

" Bel amy," quo)) J)e Iustise, "yne kepe nat of pi langlyngge.

Pop joure sacrcfiKe a-non, ober me scltal 3011 to dope bringge."

" Certes," quab pis godeman, "))ou ne bringgest me ncuere pcrto."

Jje Iustise hem let a-non in strong prisone do. 1G4

Maximo be gayler [bet] pat hem in warde nom ;

So pat he 3 alio his porw hem cristene bi com.

Seinte cecilie com be pe prison ; loude je gan grede :

" What do jo, godes knytes? ktibcp jour stalewortbcde 1 168

Fyjteb nou staleworpliche, to leue bis derkliede,

))at 30 were in bo weye i-brouth p' to cler Iyjt scltal 3011 lode."

Opon pe nioriic, to po maumets pis gode men were brotith.

J)e Iustise het hem don saeriliso ; ac )>ei ne woldc nat. 172

here betted he let of stnytc, 3 maxime it1 I-sey ■ at. cm.

Whare aungles here soulcs noine 3 to heuene baren an hey.

To pe Iustise he jee'e anon : " cristene ich am," he sede,

" Ich i-sey pe godemannes1 soule aungles to heuene lede." 'ai.mei.ne 176

pe Iustise liitn let nymen a-non, naked he let him bete

Wip stronge skourgeu,faste i-boiiudc, forto lie gan put lif lete.

Jjo body bei castcn wijtoute pe toun. po gan cecilie Curb gon :

J)ese pre holy martircs je burede to-gydere a-non. 180

[Je was sone i-nome 3 ilad before po Iustise po.]1 'ThUv.otn.

"What," sedo he, "hou gob pis? bep ))er jet schrowen mo?

arton Vallerianus wif ? be pe fey Ich owe laalioun,

Bote pou oper do, pi wytli1 worb sone I-broutlt a-doun. > at. wiuiieu 184

Of what kynne artou of y-cotno, b' pus fuleliche wilt1 lere?" ■ •f.he'H1

"Of betore kunne," quap cecilie, "pun )>ou euere were."

" In wich-niauer lif," qua)) pis oj>er, " benkest tou to lyue?"

" ffor-sopo pou axest as a fol, 3 swich ausuere me schul pe 31110. 188

for al bi poer, pou scbalt i-ae, be pat bou wost {ten ende',

Jjat bou ne scbalt fro ihe«u cryst ones myn hurte woude."

" hou cotneb it be," seyde be iustise, " to be so hardy Iter,

To clepe me fol bat am pi inaister? ne sixte nower my per.1" 11*2

" )}i per,1 wreche," qunb bis mayde, " worb sone i-broujth be-hynde,

for it ti in bote a bladre I-blowe fol of a wrecbe wynde ; ' «' i-*r

be it wip a litel prikke I-prikcd, a-wcy it schrinkcb al :



8T. CECILIA REFUSES TO WOUSHIP HEATHEN GODS. 8HB IS 495

THROWN INTO BOILING WATER, AND HUH HEAD 18 HALF CUT OFF.

AIs fi caroigne wif siknesse, wrcche, a-dwync schal. [foi.m] 196

Jji pncr fat fou jelpest of, bofe is fenne 3 lite."

" liou gof fis, diinic? " acyde J>o Inshse, " wlieiine comef al fis prnte?

I may fo jiuo def 3 lif, as fou sixt myd J)in eye."

* Certes," qwif fe mnyde fo, " feu lixt fer-of wel lieye : 200

a wreche caroyne foil inyjtli jiue, J1 def fat wel schorl is, 'ml.tm.

Ak of lyf ue myjtte no-f ing jiue fi-sclue nat, i-wis.

Sefo fun 111V3U1 jiue def 5 no lif, me finkf be pur ryjtte

Jjat fun art defcs scriant, for of lif hasto no myjtte. 201

(Tor1 wlinn foil dcfcs sergeant art, def fi loiierd is, • •/.*

3 in ilif wif-outen ende fou wilt be, I-wis."

" Dame," qunf fe iustise, "of fi gydihede ne kepo ich ryjth nowtli.

I ><> sacrifiae ts> oure godea, ofer fou worst to defe i-broutli ! " 208

" J)ou seiRt fat ich gydi am," sciute cecilio sede,

" Ac fou art gydi, 3 ck blind, i-scno is on fi rede.

Scliolde I lionnre fine [godes] ymad of ston 3 tre?

I nello it do, for-sofe, for fou ne inyjt nat I-ae. 212

Bote fou myjth i-8e fat art blynd1, . fat fis fing sof is; Ltwl'K ^" i"!

Jif fou sixt .3. ne leuest it naut, gydi fou art, I-wys, •"

for gydi lie is fat nello I-leue fat bo sef lnyd his eye ;

Gydi 3 blind fou sclialt doyc, in belle pyue deye." ' 216

J}o fordo fo scurewe as lie were wod, bo bet fis uiayde take

3 luden in-to an out-bous, 3 a grctb fur make,

3 fcr-ouer a led-ful of water, 3 al iimydde bire caste,

To scfe bire for while any Lime hoi on hire I-laste. 220

))<> fis Iuggemont was I-jiuc, 3 men hire forf ladde,

Wifmen 3 men fat [it] i-seye, loude je wopen 3 gradde,

"Alias," fei seyde, " fat fis jonggo fing,1 fus fuir a creature, ' MRMi

Schal nou leso bire jongge lif, 3 deye foru fe fure I " 224

" Bcf atillo," quaf fis holi mayde, " for me ne wepef nout I

Mi jongge lif do lese I nowtb, ac to lyuo Ichain i-brouth.

Ane scborte def I schal a-vonge, 3 lif wif-outen ende ;

fibl ho wore fat noldo also, god be1 me sone hyno sende." > «J.om. 228

Men casteu hire in fe sefing water. far-Inne al nyjt je eeef ;

)3e lengere 30 fer-inno sat, fe ferfere 30 was hire deef ;

Wif fo weluiea 30 sat 3 pleyde, .3 prechede of godes grace.

Mo fan four hundred be-coino cristene in fat place. 232

be Iustise sey fat he inyjtte in swich def hire quelle naut :

he hot of sinyto hire heued, fat 30 were to defe i-brout.

))e quellere hire smot wif al his mayn fre sife in fe swore,

he ne smot it nat fulliche of, hire def was bouth to derol 236



490 ST. CECILIA LIVES THREE DATS WITH HER HEAD HALT CUT OFF,

AND TURNS MEN TO CHRIST.

No quellere no niosto bo f ulko daye smyte oficio fan frie ; [M.tai).]

half-slawe lie leuede hire so ; a-weyward he gan liye.

Non an yuel stede gon lie mote, for lie was a schrewe 1

Wo dede lie fat holy mayde, gulteles hire so to hewe, 240

3 bi-lefte1 hire so half a-lyue; welle, wo him be! > aLbdtw

ffor who-so nnste of no doel, fer men myjtte it se :

j)is holi mayde jeiie a-boute, hire hcucd half of-smyte,

3 was half quik 3 half ded, fat rewfe it was to wyte; 244

} pouere men inechel of hire good 30 delde wif hire honde—

It was a wel fair grace of god fat 30 out myjtte stonde.

Jc prechede, 3 to Ihesa cryst many a god mun weude,

J alio to seint vrban fe bisschop to baptise 30 hem sende, 248

3 bad fat he scholde hire lions fat 30 hadde woned Inne

halcwcn in oure louerdes name 3 a church c fer bigynno,

And burien fere hire swete body, 3 fat oure louerdes seruise

Vpo his poer fer-ione were i-do on alle-kynne wyse. 252

J3e fridde day after hire martirdom fe mayde a-doun lay,

And prechede to fe cristenemen, 3 bad hem habbe god day,

3 seyde : " now ich habbo i-do al fat my wille is to,

Wende I wile to Ihcsu crist, 3 30 schulle also." 256

Jjia was two hundred 3er .3 fro 3 twenti ryjth

After fat oure louer[d] was in his moder a-ly3th.

Nou bidde we oure swete louerd, for hire martirdom,

To bringge vs to fat ioye fat hire soule to coin.1—Amen. 260

1 After this there follows: 75. S. Alexius, in six-lined stanzas, ed. by me in

Htrrig'i Arrhiv, 1873, and by Kurnivail for the Early English Text Society, Original

flenes, no. 60*
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